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YOu  have  thefe  LeBures  as  they 
ypere  tal^en  from  me  in  preaching, 
fperufed  the  notes ^  hutf  could  not  bring 
.the  fiyle  to  thatfuccinBnes  tha^j^  de/irea 
except  f  Jhould  have  wrote  all  over  again, 
v?hichj  had  no  time  to  do:  mj  perufal  was 
but  curjory^  therefore  many  things  have 
flift  mepiou  have  them  as  f pre  ached  them  ^ 
without  any  confederable  alteration,  f  had 
thought  to  have  heenfarre  briefer  ■  •  that 
which  caufedme  togofomething  beyond  an 
expofetory  way,  was  the  meeting  withfo 
many  things  almojl  in  every  LeBure\fo 
neerely  concerning  prefent  times  ^  in  the 
'\.  ^A  1  remain^ 
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remaining  fart  of  the  frofhefiey  if  (jod 
gives  life  to  go  through  it,  fjhaU^eep  my 
jelfmore  dye  to  an  expofitorj  n^aj  ^  tphat 
here  you  have^  ta^  it  as  you  ftndit  -^  vphat 
goodyou  meet  mth^  receive  it  in.  This 
mil  be  the  encouragement  of 

Thy  friend  in  Chrift, 

J.B. 


Tbi  Errata  in  the  margmain^tes  mendthm. 

Page  I .  for  1  rcaic  *!  p.^.tor  ^  read  i  p.xt.dterum.  p.i^.fbr^  read 4 
forQit!ada  p8i.for"|rcad-l  p.i&^.fbrri  readejj  p.i^j.tor^j  i.i 
p.&it.forlanemr.lanam.  y.x6%.2Adcet,  p.4t5.dei.ii.  p.?34.  for  j 
rc^l  3    p.  5 7 ^-  r.inTiolabiliser.     p.^8^.r ^ificcabantur.  p.7 1  tf .rJanunam. 

Thi  B00kj  hadn§  time  t$  nod  aver ;  thefe  frefinttd  ibtm^ 
filves  in  the  view  ef  m  few  Pages. 

P^c  158.II11  i4.(oTfcMt'eted rtzi gdtbet'ed  p.iii.liii.^.  for  fridetxttA 
frtdt,  p.3 1 J.l  j.r.  Cleopatra.  p.34»«  ^.»8,  for  rtfi read  rf/f.  p.383 J. 
l6.^^Mi'u  fams. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


>■■  M 


^11 


*■*, 


A  N     • 

EXPOSITION 

OF 

The  Prophccie  of  H  o  s  e  a. 
The  Firjl  LeBurt^, 

ChA9^  I,    Vbr.  I>2.  &c. 

I .  The  wcfrd  of  the  Lord  th^t  came  unto  Hofea  the  fan  of  Been  ^  i» 
the dajef  dfyk^ithy  lotham^Ah^'^Oftd  He^trkiah Kings  ofln- 
diihyondin  the  dayes  0fleroi(H^mfon9floaJh  King  oflfraeL 

a.  Thehimftmg  rfthewtrdcfthe  L^rd  hj  Hofea. :  and  the  Lerd 
fatdutJofea^d'C. ,  ' 

This  Pkbpacb-  To  The  Work. 

^''  ^Hisdaybcginncth  a  Scripture  Expofition 

Excrcife, which  hath  loft  much  of  the  ho-^ 

4  \  ndur  of  it,  by  thedifofe  of  it  z  The  beft 

Apolo^fc  for  k  is  to  fet  prcfently  upon 

'  y  it.  It  i^  ancient  in  the  Church  of  GodMd' 

*  etiougfatofpeakfor itfclfe.  NehrmA.Z. 

i  \  we  reade,  that  Ezr^ylefhua^Btaw^  and  the 

\  /reft  read  in  the  book  of  the  Law,  and  gave 

^^  ^  .  '   thefertfe,  and  caufedthe  people  to  iiuJer- 

;ftkridth??readirig.You  love  brevity  ;  in  this  Exefcijfe  you  lliall 

hareltjin  all  that  (Tball  be  delivered  unto  you.     . 

iW  K  I      ( 
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I  have  pitched  upon  the  Books  of  the  fmal  Prophets/oopen 
them  unto  y ou,of  wh om  Icrcme  hath  this  expreflion;  C^)Tou  can^ 
not  tell  which  t^nfonder  at  mo(t^  either  the  trevitj  of  Jpeech^or  the 
great  nes  and  abundance  offenfe.  And  this  Prophet  Bofea  in  fpc- 
ciall  is  excellent  this  way,of  whom  the  fame  Aathor  fpeaking^ 
calls  him  ^^)exceeding  concife^andlfeakfng  hjfentences. 

Being  the  Prophetical!  Books  is  the  work  that  falls  to  me> 
why  I  chofc  rather  to  begin  with  Hofea  then  with  Ifaiah^  fhall 
afterward  gi?e  you  an  account.  If  God  continue  this  Exercife, 
and  life^wemay  go  through  themall^bothfrnallandgreat. 

In  thefe  Prophets  we  have  moft  admirable  divirvc  Truths  re- 
vealed to  us  :  and  pity  it  is  that  the  mind  ot  God  contained  in 
them  ftiould  be  folittb  known,even  unto  his  children,that  fuch 
treafuresof  heavenly  tniths that  are  there  ihould  lie  hid  from  ft 
many  (b  long  a  time  as  they  have  done« 
Wcitiight  Preface  this  our  work (becaufe  this  is  the  firft  daies 
ent  rartce'into  it )  with  labouring  to  raife  &  fweeten  your  hearts 
with  theconfiJeration  ofthc  excellencieof thcScriptures  in  gc- 
nerall.Zriy/^^r  hath  an  high  expreflion  about  them;  he  cals  thiKii 
(c)the  highefi  genus  that  tontains  in  itaUgoodwhatfoever.Take  4- 
waj  the  Scriftttre/indjoH  even  take  axpaj  the  Sun  from  the  world, 
fyhat  is  the  world  without  the  Scriptttres,hut  heU  itfelf  i 
_  We  have  had  indeed  the  word  of  God  to  be  as  the  Sun  in  the 
rld,but  oh  how  many  mifts  have  been  before  this  Sun  I  We 
•  feldome  the  Sun  ftiine clearly  to  us.  It  is  pity,fecing  there 
!h  a  glorious  Sun  rifcn,  that  there  ftiould  bca  mifty  dav. 
'  this  is  the  work  we  are  called  unto,  to  difpell  the  mifts 
3g$  from  before  this  Sun,  that  it  maylhinemorcbrightly 
e  your  eyes,and  into  your  hearts. 
Tjfoflame  in  his  39.  Sermon  upon  G^»f//,C^)exhorting  his 
xs  to  get  the  Scriptures  into  their houfes,  andtoadili- 
fxercilcof  himfelfein  them,  telU  them  that  by  them  the 
is  raifed  and  elevated,  aadbriffhtned,  aswiththebcamc 
Sunne  of  righteoufncffe,  and  delivered  from  the  fiiare$of 
ane  thoughts. 

!  Scripture  \s  that  wherein  the  great  God  of  heaven 
Pent  his  mind  to  the  children  of  men,  wherein  he  hath 
known  the  counfell  of  his  will;  and  opened  even  his  very 
heart 
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hetxtunto  Man^kind.  It  is  the  fipiftle  that  God  hath  fcnt  into 
the  world.  And  did  wc  but  hear  of  fuch  a  book  that  were  di<5la^ 
tedimmediattly  by  God  himfclf,  to  themdtcvflicwthccl.il- 
drcnot  men  what  the  ctcmall  counfelsof  his  will  were  for 
the  ordering  of  them  to  their  eternall  cftate,  and  to  open  his 
thoughts  and  intentions  concerning  their  everlafting  condition 
what  it  fhall  be ;  Did  we  I  fay  bat  heare  that  there  were  fuch  a 
book  in  the  hirtbeft  part  of  the  Indie^^  would  we  not  re  Joyce 
that  the  world  was  bleft  with  Iwck  a  mercie  ?  what  ftron^  and 
vehementftcfires  (hould  we  have  to  enjoy  but  one  fight  of  it  be- 
fore we  die  1  We  would  be  willing  to  venture  upon  any  hazard, 
to  paflc  through  any  difficulty,  to  be  at  any  charges,  that  wee 
m^bt  have  but  a  fight  offiich  a  book  as  this.  My  brethren,  you 
need  not  fey.  Who  fhall  goeto  the  farthcft  part  of  the  Indies  to 
fetchusthisboek?  Whoinalldefeend  into  the  dcptb^  or  goeto 
the  uttennoft  part  of  the  earth  to  hel^  us  to  a  fight  of  thie  book 
of  Scripture  ?  for  behold^the  word  i%  high  unto  you,!t  is  in  your 
hoofes,  and  we  hope  in  your  hearts^  and  in  this  exer^iie  is  to  be 
in  our  aiouthes,not  onely  to  tell  you  what  it  faitb,but  open  unto 
you  the  mind  ofGod  in  it. 

The  excercifing  our  felves  in  this  book  is  fweet  indeed* 
Luther  prbfe{&s  bimftflfe  out  of  love  with  bis  own  bookes,  and 
wifiiedthem  bumfj  left  men  fpendingtimein  themi  (hould  be 
Kindred  (torn  reading  the  Scriptures;  which  faies  he  are  the  one- 
ly fountaine  of  all  wifdome:  and  I  tremble  faies  heat  the  for- 
mer age,  that  was  (b  much  bulled  in  reading  oSArifiotU  and 
Avirrdfs. 

"We  readc  in  that  8.  of  JV^A^wmA,  ver.  ^,6.  when  £^4 
opened  the  book  of  the  Law  to  expound  it  to  the  people,  he 
blejfed  the  Lord  the  great  God:  and  aU  the  fee  fie  anfweredi 
Ame»,  Amen.  And  now  blefled  be  the  Lord  the  great  and  gra- 
cious God^  fer  ftirring  your  hearts  up  to  fuch  a  work  as  this  \Sy 
and  bledcd  be  his  name  fer  thoie  liberties  we  have  thus  freely 
to  etercife  oar  felves  in  this  fervice;  Opraifed  be  the  nam* 
of  the  gifeat  God  fe>r  this  dayes  entrance  into  fo  good  a  workt 
asthisis. 

Yeathey  did  not  onely  bleffe  God,  but  the  Text  faith.  They 
lifted Mf  their  hands ^  andthej  howedtheir  heads  andwer/hifped  the 

I  B   a  ^       Lord 
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IatA  with  their fscis  t$  thegr$tmJL  Why  i  Bectiife  the  book  of 
the  Law  wis  read  to  them  and  expoanded*  How  comes  it  to 
pafle  that  their  hearts  were  lb  taken  withitnoi:«rtohearethe 
Book  of  the  Law  es^otmded  to  them  f  Sutdy  it  wasbecaufe 
they  were  newly  returned  out  of  their  Captivity;andno  w  they 
came  into  their  own  Laodi  and  heard  the  Law  of  God  opened 
to  thefn>  they  blefled  his  great  Name^  and  bowed  their  faces  to 
the  ground, worihiping  hiin.Thisday(my  brethren^  witneflcth 
to  usourareat  deliverauce  and  rttorn  from  our  bondage.lt  was 
not  long  {ince  that  we  could  have  eichcr  Ordinances,or  Truths, 
or  Religious  exercifcs,  but  oncly  according  to  the  butnours  of 
vile  men .-  But  now  through  G  ods  mercy  a  great  deliverance  is 
granted  to  us,  (as  this  day  witneflethj  that  wemaycoineand 
have  ftee  liberty  te  exercife  our  fclves  in  the  La w  ccour  God : 
O  doe  you  bleife  the  Lord,  and  bow  your  faces  to  the  ground, 
worftupiag  of  him. 

In  the  1 14 1'^.  of  that  Chof.  we  reade,  that  after  they  had 
heard  the  Law  read  and  expounded  to  them ,  they  went  their 
way  te  eute  and  te  drinkg  «  Mdtefen^fertiens^  and  te  make  great 
mtrth :  Why  f  Becaufe  (faith  the  Text )  they  had  under fieod  the 
reerds  that  were  dtciared  unte  them^  I  hope  it  God  ihall  pleafe  to 
give  in  afllfliance  unto  this  work,  many  of  you  iliall  goe  away 
hereaher  from  this  Aflembly  re  joy  cing,  becaufe  you  will  come 
to  know  more  of  Gods  mind  rsvealci  in  his  word  then  former* 
ly  8  And  this  will  be  the  comfort  of  yoirmeat  and  drink,  and 
of  your  tradingi  and  the  very  fpirits  of  all  the  }oyes  of  your 
lives. 

As  the  fw^Dcs  of  the  fruit  comeS  from  thejpnft,  rather 
then  from  the  ftocke,ib  your  comforti.and  theblemng  of  grace 
in  you> muA  come  from  the  word  ingrafted  in  your  foules/ather 
then  from  any  thing  you  have  in  your  felves» 

In  the  firft  verfeitheTcTot  iait h,that  ag  the  feefle gathered  them^ 
filves  tegether  as  enemam^nte  the  firert  that  waebefere  the  waters 
gate^  te  iefire  £Kra  te  bring  the  h^okjrfthe  Ime^  Md  t$  readii  and 
te  efen  it  nnte  them.  Jftehold  it  is  thus  this  day  in  this  place ; 
here  are  a  great  company  met  together,  perhjips  fome  to  know 
what  the  biirinefl^  Will  M,fone  for  novelty,  and  &>me  for  other 
endsihowibeVeriConiettDiousyotiareiMidwetei^pemany  for 
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this  endjtkstyoamight  have  tiiebook  of  the  Law  read  and.  o-  I 
ptrned  unto  you.  Now  we  expefL  that  from  you>  which  is  (aid  1 

thsbaoksfthiLaw^  whenit  was.  read  aad  opened  to  them.  Aad 
m%  chat  atteiirioothat  now  you  beginwithaU^  dotfaprami^ 
unto  us  thstf  w$  ihall-  have  an  attentive  Auditocie..  But  yet  that 
is  not  atl ;  kt  iis^have  hirther  a  rtverentiall  deoaeanour  aiHLcaiv* 
riage  inthe  htarinf  ofthe  Law^  as  it  beQomea.thofetfaat  baveto 
dcale  with  God  in  ir.    The  Ik  xt  fait h,  vcr.  5 .  that  when  E^o'^ 
optned  t  he  book  ok  the  Law,  ^l  rhd  peofUftMi  nf.  We  doc  not 
expeA  tile  fame  gefture  ftom  ycu,  but  by  way  of  Analogie  wc 
expect  a  reverentiall  deincanour  in  the  carriage  oithe  whole 
work,  as  knowing  we  aretaiaiiftiiicGodSiNbme  in  it*  And  as 
thefep  .-©pleaftcp  the  firft  day^sexcrciitrwJeiBfb'^ncourtgpd, 
that  they  came  againe  the  fcctrndday,  (fee  lb  the  Text  faith, 
^£^.t^.Qn'tJ!i9f^Gaffdday  were  gathered  t^thmr^phttMffrtfitiHi 
father f  'tfnUd^e  fe^flejhn  Ptkfis-amiithM^l^uitef,  unt^  £«ni^  rt^ 
MffdarftaKdthfiTwrds^thrljm)  fb  ^Ihope)  Cod  wild  iox^nyi 
^  on  this  vfork,  that  you  iliall  fin44:noonnigeincnt  too^  to  coiw  a- 
gatneand  againe^that  yoamay  know  fmreofthemiiui.^Ciod; 
tndthatthisr  work  fiialinotbeonely  pcoficahk  ta  the  yoooger 
and  v/eakerfoft,  buttotkrfatliecs,  to  th^  Fridfts,  and  %^- 
vitestoo. 

Let  it  be  with  you  aait  wwwitjitbem,  aecoisdiagasyptt 
have  any  truth  made  known  anta  ybn>  fubxnit  t<ft  if  ^  yeeld 
to  it,  obey  iepr9fimtly>  and  then  yoofllaU  kntw  noreof 
Gods  minde :  i*?  ^t  wilt  doe  my  vUl,  Jht$H  know  my  do  Stride 
ttrbe&fGod:  Thusdidthey,  fcrtapr.  1.4,  wbcBthey  fewnd.it 
written  inthe  book  of  the  Law ,.  that  the  children*  of  Ijfraal 
(hould  dwell  in  booths  in  the  feaft  ot  the  feventb  menthj.  (This 
wasonepaflage  oftheLaw  that  was  expouadcd^  ho vr  they 
A«uH  keep  the  feaftot  Tabernacle,  smd  what  boot  fats  t/\ey 
fhocddmake)  the  people  wentfosckptdcntly  unto  thnm^Yif^i 
and  fetched  Olke branches^and  Pahn  bf  imfaasja^  bxanchta  «if 
thick  tree?,  and  made  themieWesbooth^  every  one  upon  thii 
roofec^fiishouie.  In  this  Prophefie  of  Hi^iiiyou  ihaUfinde 
many  iutabk  truths  to  thetiflreswiierein  we  Uv^thieLiltd grant 
y  00  obedient  hearts  to  wliat  ihaU  be  dckveficd* 
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I  mwft  not  retard  the  work,  nor  your  expeditions  any  loncer 
with  larger  prefacing  to  it,  oncly  fomewhat  iKight  have  bin  laid 
about  the  rules  for  interpretation  of  fcripturql  u  ill  fay  no  more 
offthatbut  this.  To  interpretation  of  Scripture,  a  Scripture 
frame  of  heart  is  neceflary,a  heart  holy  and  heavt  nly,  fiitable  to 
theholinefleand  heavenlineflcthatisinthe  wordusit  wasfaid 
ofTuUies  Eloquence,  that  nothing  but  the  eloquence  cl' T$tJly 
could  fet  out  the  exellency  of  it,  fo  it  may  be  faid  of  the  Scrip- 
tures fpiritualnes,  nothing  butalieart  filled  with  Scripture  fpi- 
ritualncs  can  fet  forth  the  excellencies  of  it :  and  bec3ufe  the  au- 
thoritie  of  Scripture  is  dreadfuli^we  delire  the  prayers  of  you  all 
to  God  for  us  that  his  fearc  might  fal  upon  our  heart s,t  hat  feeing 
we  arc  men  fulloferrourandtullof  cYil,yet  howfoevcr  we  may 
not  bring  any  (cripture  to  t  hemaintenance  of  any  erroneous  con- 
ceit of  our  own  heads,nor  any  evil  of  our  own  hearts :  This  we 
kno  wto  be  a  dreadful  cvil.It  was  a  fearefulevilfori^r>)tr  tofay, 
1  will  go  and  afetnd  up  sad  he  Uks  ^ke  Highefi^  it  is  as  great  an  evill 
for  any  to  feek  to  make  the  Hlgbefl  to  become  like  Lucifir ;  for 
fo  doe  tiiey  that  make  the  Scripture  come  down  to  juQifie  any 
erroneous  opinion,  or  any  wayofevill,  they  goe  about  to  make 
the  bleflcd  God  and  the  holy  Ghofttobe  the  Others  of  lies.  It 
is  counted  a  ^reat  evill  in  a  Comoion- wealth,  to  put  the  Kings 
ftainpuponfalfecoine ;  and  to  ^ut  the  (lamp  ot  the  Spirit  of 
God  upon  an  error,  upon  a  conceit  of  a  mans  own,  is  certainly 
a  great  evill  before  the  Lord;  and  it  was  for  this  that  God  did 
make  the  Priefts  vile  and  contemptible  before  the  people,  be- 
caufe  they  were  partiallin  the  Law,  A/^.z.p.- And  foryou 
(my  brethren^oiir  prayer  (hall  be,  that  the  feare  of  God  may  fall 
upon  you  likewife,  that  you  may  come  to  theic  Exercifcs  with 
Scripture-Frames  of  heart. 

What  frame  of  heart  is  a  Scripture-frame  ? 

The  holy  Ghoft  tells  yoH,  Ifny^  66,  i.  God  lookesathim 
that  trembleth  at  his  word:  come  with  hearts  trembling  at  the 
word  of  God ;  come  not  to  be  Judges  of  the  Law,  but  doer« 
ofit. 

You  may  j  udge  of  your  profiting  in  grace  by  the  delight  you 
findc  in  Scripture,  as  ^intilian  Xvas  wont  to  fay  of  profiting 
in  eloquence,  a  man  m?y  know  that/aies  he,  by  the  delight  he  1 

_^         findes  ^ 
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findes  in  reading  Cieeroi  much  more  may  this  be  faid  of  the 
Scriptures,  it  is  a  true  (igne  of  profiting  in  Religion*  to  whom 
the  Scriptures  are  f weter  then  the  honey ,and  the  honey-  combe. 

And  now  I  (hall  onely  tell  you  what  the  worke  is  we  have 
to  doe,  and  then  we  (hall  fall  upon  it,  and  that  is  to  open  Scrip- 
ture untoyou,not  oaely  diffictdtiefi,but  to  (hew  unto  you  what 
divinetruths  are  contained  in  thera>  what  may  cometre(h,  and 
fpring  up  from  the  fountainc  it  felfe>  to  prefent  them  unto  you 
with  adding  fome  quickneflc.  This  is  our  work^  not  to  enlarge 
any  thing  with  long  Explication,  Probation^or  Application. 

There  are  thefe  hve  things  to  be  enquired  concerning  this 
our  Prophet^  whole  Prophecie  I  have  now  pitched  upon  to 
open  ; 

1  fVhohewMS. 

2  Totphomhewasfent. 
I  fyhathuerra»tvras» 
4  His  CommiJJlon^ 

5.  TytimeofhisPr9fhecie. 

All  thefe  you  have  either  in  the  firft  verfc,( where  mofl  of 
them  arej)or  Vou  fhall  finde  them  in  the  Chapter. 

For  the  firu  then, Who  this  Prophet  was.  I  will  tell  you  no 
more  of  him  then  what  you  have  in  the  firft  verft,  Hofea  the  fin 
9fBeeri.  HisnamefignifiethaSaviourj  one  that  brings  falva- 
tion.  It  is  the  fame  root  that  lojhna  had  his  name  from;  and 
many  faving  and  favourie  truths  we  (hall  finde  thi;  Prophet 
bringing  to  us. 

He  was  the  fonne  of  Beeri.  This  Beeri  we  doe  not  find  who 
he  was  in  Scripture^  onely  in  that  he  is  here  named  as  the  Fa- 
ther of  the  Prophet  in  the  entrance  into  this  Propb^cie.  Surely 
it  is  fc^^n^r/if^r^/M  to  the  Prophet,  and  from  it  we  may  note 
thusmuchj 

That  fo  fhould  parents  live  and  walk  as  it  may  bean  honour 
to  their  children  to  be  called  by  their  names^  that  their  children 
may  neitheir  be  afraid  nor  a(hamed  to  be  named  by  them. 

The  Jews  have  a  tradition  that  is  generally  received  among 
them,that  whenioever  a  Prophets  Father  is  named,that  Father 
waslikewife  a  Prophet  as  well  as  the  Son.If  that  were  ie,then 
furely  it  is  no  difhonour  for  any  man  to  be  theSon  of  a  Prophet. 

. n  „    ,  ^^^ 
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Let  tbafctliaiajQrclic  children  of  ^ly,  gcafiooi  Mioiftcni, 
be  oo  dishonour  to  their  Parents ,  their  Pateots  are  tn  baoom 
unto  them  •*  Bat  we  find  it  by  experieDce  thtt  many  opfithcir 
cfaaldrenare  hrrtfrom  being  honoors  to  their  godly  pacents. 
How  many  aneieDt  godly  MiniftetS)  who  heretofore  faitcdfcH 
^rftitiousvaaities,  whofc  fons  of  late  have  been  the  greateft 
Zealots  for  fiich  things  :It  puts  me  in  minde  of  v/hat  the  Scrip- 
ture notes  concerning  lehoUkim  the  ion  of  Jofiah ^thc  drfieitnce 
betweene  his  father  and  him.  JofiAh  when  he  iiearci  the  Law 
road^^i^  kedrtmtludj  ami  hi  humHed  hunfelfe  before  the  Lerd: 
Sot  now//ib#i^«f»hi$ibnne,wbenhecameto  heare  the  Law 
of  God  read,  heteol^a  fen^l^fe^  Md  cmi  tU  reuU  in  which  it  wm 
written  in  nieces ,  and  threw  it  into  the  fire  that  WM  en  the  heMrtb^ 
mntilldUtheRQule  wat  confumed.  A  great,  detle  of  diflferencc 
there  was  bet  ween  the  Son.and  the  Father,  and  thus  it  is  be- 
tween the  fons  of  many  ancient  godly  Minilters  and  thcmitheir 
Fathers  indeed  might  be  an  honour  unto  them>butthey  are  dif- 
honour  to  their  Fat  hers. 

TbefenneefJIferi.Thit  word  Beers  hath  its  fignificationfh)ra 
a  well  that  hath  fpringirg  water  in  it,  freely  and  cleerdy  run- 
ning: So  minifters  (hould  be  the  children  of  i^^i^».  That  that 
thev  have  (hould  bcipringing  waver,  and  not  cha  nmdaiiid  dirt> 
and  fikhpf  their  own  conceits  mingled  with  the  woid^  This 
only  fay  way  ofalldion. 

To  whom  was  this  Prophct.H<y/iifent? 

He  was  fent  efpecially  to  the  Ten  Tribes.  I  fappofryoa 
all  know  the  divilion  that  there  was  of  the  people  of 
Ifi'ael  in  Rehobeams  time,  ten  of  the  Tribes  went  fom  the; 
houfe  oi  DaoO^j  onely  JuJah^nd  Benjamin  ren^ained  with  it. 
Nowtbefc  ten  Tribes  renting  themselves  It^om  the  houfe  of  D<?- 
t/iJ,didrcnt  themfelves  likevvifc  from  the  tiue  worfliipof  God,, 
and  there  grew  up  horrible  wickedneflifs,  and  all  manner  of  a- 
bominatjons  amongft  thein.  To  tbefe  ten  Tribes  God  fent 
this  Prophet.  He  fent  Ifntah  ^nd  Micah  te  ludah  y  Awqs  ^v\d 
[Ho/eab^  ient  to  Ifrac/,  all  thefc  were  contemporarj'.  If  you 
would  know  what  ft  ate  J/>v«^/ was  in,  in  Ho/eas  time,  read  but 
the  z  Kings  15.  19.  and  you  (hall finde  what  their  condirion 
waSj  Ureh^amdidthatwhichwAs  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lordyhn 
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fairt4dn&tfrm^  ^U  ibtfifmei  'cfltr^beum  thefimt  ^  NtUt  which 

Butnotvrithfttndiftg  Ifl'd&l  was  thus  notorioiifly  wicked 4nd 
given  u{)io  allldoUtry^^f  ct  the  Lord  fcndeth  his  ProphetsHi?/>i» 
&  Am^s, to  Prophtfic  to  them  even  at  this  time.  O  the  goodnefle 
of  the  Lord  to  follow  an  apoftttkingpeoplei  an  apofhtizing 
foiile  \  Itwismercie  yet  while  God  was.fpeakin|; ,  but  Woe 
to  that  pe&ple,to  that  fowle  to  whom  the  Lord  &all  gi?t  in 
charge  to  his  Piophets  yfrnfhtcit  no  more  to  tkm. 

But  what  was  Hofin  his  *rrand  to  Ifr^ei  } 

His  etfatid  was  to  convince  thetn  clearly  of  this  their  abcit  i- 
nable Idolatry,  and thofeother  abdminafele  wickedneflesthat 
they  lived  b,  and  feverely  to  denounce  thrcatnings,  y*a  mdft 
fearfttU  deftniftion,  (This  was  not  done  btfore  by  thtf  other 
Prophets^  as  we  {haU  afterward  make  itappeare ,  tet  it  was 
HrftM  his  errand  to  threats  an  utter  deibktionte  IfrMlm^rt 
thin  ever  was  before)  and  yet  wkhtU  to  promise  m^n^  to  a 
remnant  to  draw  them  to  Tc?ptfnttnce,and  to  ptepSrtcie  oftfctf 
great  tfaingsthat  Gx>d  intended  to  do  for  his  C^hnreh  and  chil- 
dren in  the  latter  dayet. 

What  waStiisCtJiftmiJfemf 

The  WcW*  teU-  us  plainly ,  Tht  w&ri  ^f  the  L$rd  tJtme  to 
Htifix.  It  wits  the  \ftrtti  trf  1  a  hov  ah.  It  is  a  greit  argd- 
ment  to  obedience  to  %rtoW  It  is  tl»e  vi'^ortl  of  the  Lord  that 
is  fpoken.  When  men  fcf  redbn  tgaittft  rceibn^  tnd  judgt- 
rtient  againft  jutfgeineHt,  and  opimdn  againft  opinion  ^  it 
pfevailcs  not:  but  wRtnl  §key  feethe  atitbof*fy  of  God  mthe 
Wofd,thOTt!je*oitt  tod  e^toeticeytcldet^i.  Tb^refot^  how* 
cveryoatnay  look  upon  the  Wftromttits  that  bring  it  or  ^pi?n 
it  to  yon,  as  yonr  e^iualk  •tirffeiiours,  yet  know  thtre  is  »n  au- 
thority in  the  Word  that  is  afipve^o  all:  It  is  the  ivotdoftht 
Lerd.  '  • 

And  tliiS rP0'd ofth  Lfrd^itrat^e  th IJcfe^.  Mark  the plirafe, 
Bofekdid notgoefor thcv^ordof  theLdrd,bntthe liord of  the 
Lord  came  to  hnn;hc  fought  it  not>biit  it  dhncio  hinv,  faBum 
fnit  ijerltimJiozxttYit  Words^Ae  Word  of flieT/)rd  c»«e  or  was 
cnadeixitdbim,  was  put  into  him.  SuchaKihdcof  pbrafcyoU 
havciftfhctiiwTcftamentr  M^  10.35.  iJhec^dtUmiiods 
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mnto7fhomthi^w9rd§fGedc4ime^  that  iSito  wllQintbecoaiinifli-' 
oncam6,toputtheaiinthc  place  wherein  they  were.  So  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  to  H«/24.  Thekoowledgeofacalltoa 
worke  will  helpe  a  man  through  the  ditticultiesof  the  worke. 
One  of  the  notable^  texts  of  Scripture  to  incourageamanto 
that  worke  to  which  he  ices  he  is  clearly  called^ts  that  which  is 
(poken  of  Chrift  himfclfe^  7/^.42.6./  the  Ltri  hdvec^dthetim 
righteoHfntffe^  what  toWowsthcn  f  J  mil  hsl J  thy  hamddfulwi& 
k^ff  thte^Mdgive  theefora  caveHd»t  to  th^  people yfir  a  light  to  tie 
Gentile/.  If  we  know  Gods  call  to  a  worke  (as  for  the  orefettt 
this  of  ours  is  exceeding  cleare  unto  us)  though  the  worue  will 
be  d  iificult  and  liable  to  much  cenfiire^  Yet  the  Lord  will  hold 
our  hands>  and  will  be  with  uSj  and  with  our  mindes^  and  our 
tongues^  andourheans,  and  willkeepeusinthis  worke^and 
make  us  inftruments,  to  give  fome  light  to  you* 

But  the  principaUbiSoefleisto  enquire  of  the  time  when 
Hfl/<f4pi:ophe(ied.  You  have  it  in  the  Text^  lnthed4]^esofP^Jc^ 
^sh,  htham,  Ah^z,,  dndHeajtki^h  Kings  of  Indnh,  and  in  the 
dajfs  oflerohoMm  thofon  of  lodjb  king  of  ifrs^l.  It  is  computed 
by  Chronohgers  that  HofeaMy^  about  814.  yeers  before  Chrift: 
In  his  time  was  the  city  of  Rome  built.  It  was  the  beginning 
of  the  Olympiads.  Et^otins  tells  us  that  there  was  no  Grecian 
Hiftory  (^and  if  no  Greeke  leamizag^then  not  any  that  was  of 
any  authority)  extant  before  this  time  of  Hofes. 

He  prophefied  in  thele  kings  ttVffMy^wMhJothjtim.&c.  You 
fhall  linde  that  wee  (hall  have  much  ofGodsminde  revealed 
in  this  more  than  at  firft  view  wee  can  comprehend.  We  {hall 
(mdeby  this  that  Hofea  prophe(ied  a  very  long  time^  it  is  very 
probable  fourefcore  yeers^but  ic  is  certaine  he  was  in  the  worlce 
ot  his  Miniftry  above  feventy  yeares,  and  I  make  that  cleare 
thus^He  prophefied  in  the  dayesof /^rtf^tf4w^  who  though  he  be 
here  named  laft^yet  he  was  the  firft  of  thefe  kings^  and  we  (nail 
ilie  w  you  the  reafon  by  and  by^  why  he  was  named  lad),  that 
then  tookeup  fbme  of  his  time :  But  fuppofeyou  reckon  from 
the  end  of  Jeroboams  raigne^  yet  from  that  tothe  beginning  of 
Hezjski^M^t  were  70.  yeers^and  yettheText  faithhe  prophe- 
(ied  both  in  leroboams  time  and  in  Bezxkiahs  time  too :  after  the 
death  pt  lerokoamywah  lived  3  8.  yeers  (he  raigned  5  2an  all) 
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Vie  bcganwefais  rcignc  in  the  17.  afleroboam,  %Klng4  15.  t. 
now  lerpbffdm  lived  after  that  14.  yeercs,  for  he  reigned 
41.  in  all,  take  14.  oat  of  51.  and  there  remaines  38.  aid 
alter  him  Utham  raiened  lixteene  ycers,  and  then  Ah^z. 
fiiccceded  him^  and  ratgned  fixteene  yeeres  more;fbthatbe- 
tweeneth<;fe  two  kings /^o^^Mi  and  Hr^^i^^A^thcrcwasyo. 
yeers>m  which  Hiis/^^ prophefied,  bcfidcs  the  41 .  ycers  ofUro  - 
ioamkaA  19.  yeeres  mHrzekiahJn  both  whofe  raignes  too  yon 
(ce  he  lived^nd  therefore  it  is  probable  it  was  fburicore  yeercs 
at  leaft  that  H^t/?^ continued  in  the  workeof  his  prophefie.  See 
what  pf  Gods  minde  we  have  that  will  (pring  freHi  from  this. 

HofiM  continued  6>  longhand  yet  you  fee  there  is  not  much  of 
his  prophefie  extant,  onely  foucteene  (hort  chapters.  Itplesr- 
(ethGod  ibmetunes  thait  fonle  mens  labours  (hall  abide  more  ful 
to  poftcrity  than  others^t hough  the  labours  of  thofe  others  more 
large  and  as  excellent  as  theirs.  This  is  according  to  tha  diver* 
fity  of  Gods  adminiftrations.  Let  the  Miniftcrs  of  God  Icarne 
to  be  faithfull  in  their  werk^and  let  God  alone  for  to  make  them 
eminent  by  having  their  labours  extant. 

!•  It  appears  from  hence  that  Hofia  muft  needs  begin  to  pro-  '■ 
phefie  very  young. ,  If  he  were  a  Prophet  fourfcore  years,  cer- 
tainly lie  was  but  young  when  be  began  firft  to  propheHej  and 
yet  h«  was  fct  upon  as  great  an  ii^ploy ment  as  any^^f  the  Pro- 
phets wete(as  we  ftial  fee  hcreajter^It  plealethGod  fometimt  s 
CO  ftir  up  the  hearts  ol  young  ones  to  doe  him  great  fervice,  he 
fencfs  liich  fbmetimes  about  ^reac  workes  andimployments; 
fohe  did  SMmH^/^ixidlcrcmj^  and  T/w^rA7,  therefore  let  no  man 
dcfpiie  their  youth. 

3.  Hi^^prophcfy  ing  thus  long^it  appears  he  lived  to  be  old 

I  in  his  wocke.  When  God  hath  any  wor^^c  f or  men  to  do,he  doth 
lengthen  out  their  daycs.  So  he  did  thcdayesof  John  the  drP 
ciple,  he  lived  neare  upon  an  hundred  yeeres  if  not  more  jforthe 
time  of  the  writing  of  his  Gofpell  (as  it  is  noted)  was  in  the 
pj.yecreof  Chrift,  ^6.  after  the  Aicenfion.  Let  not  us  bee 
tooloHatoufly  carefull  about  our  lives  to  maintaine  our 
feealtltt^  and'ftrengths^  let  us  be  carefull  to  do  our  wor^^e, 
f  for  accordmgas  the  Lord  hath  wori^e  for  us  to  doe  5  fo 
I  fie  will  continue  to  us  our  health,  and  ftrength^  and  life  :  when 
■  .  C2 you 
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you  Come  todye>yoa  msy  dyecocnforttbly»having  this  thought 
in  you,  well  the  wori^e  that  the  Lord  appointed  me  to  lie  is 
done)  and  why  (hould  I  iee^^ talivelooger 2a  the  wodd  ^Gc»d 
hat  h  others  tsioughto  doe  his  wori^.  It  ivas  1  fwoet  expreffi- 
oixdildcoby  Cefi.j^S.ii.  BeboliUje  (iaithhe)ibr  GnlfidMie 
mthjmandbringj^m  dgdin&  mntBthe  Utnd9f  y§mr  f^thtrs*  So 
mty  the  Prophets  of  God  £iy,  that  have  beene  fakhfiiU  in  tbetr 
wori^»  Behold  I  dye,  bat  the  Lord  {liall  be  with  jou,  my 
woc4e  is  liniihed,  tmt  God  hath  others  that  are  youos  to  90  on 
in  his  wori^e,tlMit  It  the  thjrdoblerucioa. 
(7^4.  4*  Yoamayfceby  H^ess  continoance  mfo  muq^ieverali 

Kings  ratgnes,that  he  wemthtoaghTaiiety  ofc«idttions;(bnie- 
times  he  lived  under  wid^ed  Kings,  ibmet tmes  onder  moderate 
King^fo^ecidies  hehadencoorasemem  from  godly  andgrad* 
ousKin^,  akhoi^iheywerecf  judak  Not  onely  the  people 
t)f  God)bttt  fpeciallyGods  mmiftci::s  muft  expeft  variety  tA  con- 
ditions in  the  world,  they  mudnotpiomiietochett^vcsal- 
way  esthe  ftme  (Ute. 

Yethirther.  H£!/r4pR)phefiedjni^lthefe  Kings  raignesJkr^ 
a|)pearsthe€oaftancycf  his  fpirit  doc  wjtfaEbmdii^  the  many 
di Aodties  bee  met  withatl  in  his  worke :  for  be  praphefyiac 
in  j€r9ha9Ms,  l^tkamSy  and  Ahaz,  bis  time  who  w^ne  wic^ 
princrs,{urely  he  muft  meet  with  many  difcoarogemenrs;  And 
thoBgh  he  continued  fourefooreyeer5,yet  hee  fiiw  but  little  fiic«* 
cede  of  his  tirt>ottf,  for  the  tttfth  is,  the  people  were  never  coo;- 
vertedtoGod  by  his  miniftry. 

Nay  it  is  apparent  they  grew  worfe  and  worfe,  lor  it  is  (aid 
o(t)[axl€rcboams  time  in  which  Hi^yJ^begaonehisptophcfie, 
onely  that  he  did  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lcflrd,and  cootinued  in 
thtwaycsoM^^^Mj»  the  fonneot  Neiar^i^ Kings  15.1 5. but 
after  we  re«de  moft  horriblethin^sthat  lyrj^/wasgniltyof . 
%Kings  1 7.17.11  is^iaid^r/j^^  SMmfnith^ir  famm  £ndtheir  damgh" 
tirstofa^ethr9$tqhthejire,  and  ufui divinations ^  astdinchant^ 
mints,  and  fold  fhmfJues  to  dot  ml  utitbe  fivU  tf  the  Lord^ 
to  frovoke  him  to  dinger,  bcfides  many  dreadmlUlur^,  yfsa 
mayreadeinthatCA^^f^,  Ifrael  was growne  guilty  of*  This 
Was  in  King  Ho(ben  his  t ime,  w hich  was  many  yeers  after  Hofia 
bcgann::  to  propheficto  wards  the  end  of  his  prophefie. 
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God  may  contiiiiieaPiiopfcef«1eng  cimeimongfttpeopky 
snd  yet  they  muy  never  be  coinreitcd.  It  is  a  dtfteraper  m 
Minivers  hearts  tothinke  togive  over  their  v^orke  became  they 
Cx  not  dSxed  iiiccefle*  I  remeaibet  L4$i$mer^  in  one  ef  his  fer-^ 
I  moKiSy  fpeaking  of  a  ininifter,'who  gave  this  anfwer ,  why  he  Idft 
oflfpreaching^t^ule  hcfaw  he  dk{  nogood>  this  ikyes  iMtiimr^ 
is  a  nauchty  >a  very  naughty  anTwer.  That  we  have  here  may  be 
a  great  Itay  to  thHe  who  have  lived  many  yeers  in  the  worke  of 
tbc  Mkwry  Ay^  ^^^  doneimk  or  iioeoo^,  ^<^^  v/aa  fiowre-^ 
iieore  yeers  a  Pcopbetto  Iira«l»«c  yet  did  not  convert  them.  Yet; 
notwicfaA^kndiii^aUthdediftiHffa^ememSy  hecontinuodcon- 
ftaiir^mdthat  with  abundance  o<  ftvflines  and  livefynes^  whea 
he  comet  to  theend  oi  his  prophefying. 

It  is  an  honour  to  the  Minifters  ofGod,  that  meet  with  many 
difficidtiesin  thcjr  way^Sr  with  many  diicDvrogements.yet  to 
cofltinusfrdh  aodiii^ely  to(hevefy^;not  tobefire(fe  fciively 
onely  atfirft^oimy  youDgMiniftersare  when  thejr  begin  fffft, 
O  how  fi:d(h  are  they^  ho w&ll  of  teale  and  aAivity  are  they 
thca  .^but  ^er  they  h^st  beenn  while  in  th  eir  wor^i  or  when 
thry  have  gained  what  they  avmed«t9then  they  grew  cold,  and 
that  former  vigoBr>  and  treuxnes^and  zeale»  which  ap^card  to 
be  in  thern^  comes  to  be  agreat  deale  flatten  Lii^e  (ooldiers  that 
atthefirftwereforward)  and  aftive  in  fervice^but  afterward 
covne  to  live  npon  their  pay ,&  can  do  no  fervicc  at  all;  or  rather 
as  vcfl&tsofwiile  that  when  they  are  fuft  ta|^>ed  are  very  fmart^ 
anct  qnic^,  and  nimble,  but  at  kft  grow  exceeding  flat :  a$  we 
commend  that  veflcU  of  win?,  that  draws  quic^o^'^^^^  ^^ 
of  all,  (bit  is  an  excellent  thing  indeed,  foraMinifterorCoJ 
tocontinaefre(h,andquic^andlivelyjtothclaftend.  It  is  true, 
natureand  natnrall  abilities  may  decay,  but  a  fpirituall  ftcfhnct 
may  appeare,When  naturall  abilities  are  decayed-  To  fee  an  old 
Prophet  ofGod, that  hath  gone  thoroo^hmany  diflBcuhies,  and 
firfferings,&  yet  to  continue  f  reQi  and  lively  in  the  wor^  of  the 
Miniftry  >&eo  have  fpiritual  excellencies  fparklein  him  then,this 
is  a  moft  honourable  fight,and  calls  for  abundance  of  reverence. 
Laftly,  Hofea  proplwl^^ed  fo  long  that  he  came  to  fee  the  Ful- 
filling of  his  Prophefie,for  he  continued  Prophcfying  till  Hr^- 
k^ht  time,  and  in  the  fixth  yeere  oiHeiukians  rcJgne  came  the 
Cj • 
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^  ,^  dtftruft i6n  of  IfracL  Hpfifs  hadchrcatneitn  utter  uking  of 
|9f  them  away,  butallthis'whilcitwas  not  done  till  then  ^  and 
then  it  is  moft  likely  hee  faw  the  fulfilling  of  hisprophefie. 
Oifj*  It  pleafcth  God  many  tiipei  tolet  his  Prophetsfec  the  fulfil- 

ling of  their  threatnings  upon  the  people  againft  whom  they 
have  denounced  them.  Perhaps  they  go  away*  andfcorxijami 
contemn  the  Prophets»&  their  words  are  but  wind  with  them, 
but  God  pany  times  lets  his  MinUlersliTetofee  their  words 
fulfilled  upon  them.Fot  particular  perioiis  whw  they  are  caft 
upon  their  beds  of  ficknefle  or  deatb^it  m  then  ordioaiy  for  the 
to  fays  Oh  the  W9rd  ofthe  Lord  is  tme  that  1  heard  at  fiich  a 
time*  it  is  now  come  upon  me.  So  God  dealt  with  the  people 
in  Urtmics  time,  they  laughed  and  cootemncdhifD,  but  leremj 
lives  to  fee  the  fulfiUingof  thofe  threatnings  at  laft.  And  if  they 
live  not  to  fee  the  fulHll  ing  of  their  words*  yet  prefently  after 
their  death  they  aire  fuliiiled)  as  it  wasat  Hiffo^  where  Aufiin 
threatned  Judgements  againft  them,  they  were  not  executed  in 
hi6  time^but  prefcncly  a' ter  hee  was  taken  a  way,  they  came* 

Yea  but  hedid  not  onely  Pcophefie  in  theie  Kingsdayes,  bat 
ipthedayesof  >rtf^^4i»  Kingofy^'r4</.  .  Here  are  three  Que- 
ftions : 

I.  What  is  the  reafon  that  UvbcAm^  who  in  truth  was  the 
firft  of  thefe  Kings,  that  he  is  earned  laft  ? 

1.  Why  onely  one  Kingof  ifraelis  named,  and  three  Kings 
of  judah?for  bcfideshiminthetimeof  BQfea4  prophefy  there 
were  6.  other  Kings  o^&^d^^charMhj  ShdSum^McnAkem.Pc" 

I .  Why  ler^boam  is  named  at  all? 

One  Anfwcr  will  be  futiicient  for  the  two  firft  Queftions, 
,  why  Uroboam  is  named  laft,  and  why  there  is  but  one  King  of 
Ifracl  named.  The  Anfwcr  is  this,  God  took  no  great  delight 
m  the  Kings  oflfrael,  for  they  had  forfaken  the  true  worftiip  of 
God.  Though  there  was  much  corruption  in  IttJUhtytX  becauie 
they  kept  to  the  true  worQiip  of  God,Ged  took  more  delight  in 
/i^i&ihenin^^^/.Thererorehenameth  leroi^^m  in  the  laft 
place,though  he  was  firft,and  onely  him. 

But  why  was  Uroboam  named  at  all  ? 

This  is  of'grcat  ufe.  You  Ihall  linde  that  it  was  for  this  end j 
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that  you  mi^ht  ondetftaad  what  eftate  the  people  of  Ifiael 
were  in  at  this  time  oWofcas,  Prophecie.  Mudh  y«i  (hall  bcii 
to  be  learned  hrom  hence.  Theftate  of  the  people  ot  Ifraet  in' 
the  tioieof /rr^*^4i»xreignc  wasvety  prbfpcroarj  though  their 
wickedneffc  was  very  great.  For  if  you  look  into  a  Kin§s  1 4. 
you  ihall  finde  there  that  a  little  before  this  they  had  been  tn  Ye* 
ry  great  diftre0e>  and  under  fore  afdidions :  Now  in  ler^^mms 
time  they  were  in  thegreateft  profperitjr  that  ever  they  had 
'  been  in  :  For  this  lerohsm  was  not  the  nrft  Icr^b^^im^  thefon 
ofNfbat,  that  caufed  ifrdel  to  fin,  and  was  a  means  of  the  rent 
of  thefe ten  Tribes  &om  the  houfe  of  Piif'^that  was  i4o.yeers 
and  more  before  this ;  but  this  Itroh^m^in  whofe  timeCiod  fent 
Hofisto  PropheHe  this  great  wrath  againft  tiiehouie  ofJ/raeiy 
was  the  fon  of  loajb.  Now  in  all  this  time  this  Kingdome  was 
neverinamoreprofperous  condition  then  tntheanqresofjthi^ 
Itr^bnim. 

Two  things  are  to  be  obierred  concerning  (Recondition  of 
this  people  at  this  time. 

Ficft,  that  they  were  a  little  before  this  in  great  adveriityy  and 
then  after  they  grew  up  to  great  profperity .  For  if  you  re^ct 
that  i4.Chaprer  of  the  a.of  the  King^^  you  (hall  finde  that  tbejr. 
were  under  tote  afriiftioivfor  the  Text  faith,  vcrfi  %6.Tbfrt  wm 
not  unj  [hut  tff^nor  dny  left,  nor  dny  heifer  for  IfrAoL  It  is  a  com- 
parifon  taken  from  Shepherds,  that  uie  to  (hut  ufr  their  fkxJcs 
when  they  would  keep  them  fafe  from  danger;  but  now  here 
wasiiich  a  generall  defolation  and  wofuU  afHiftion  updnlfra* 
el,  that  there  was  none  (hut  up»  nor  no  helper  left  But  then 
comes  this  Jeroboam^  and  it  is  /aid,  ver.  25*  Th^t  bo  rijiondthe 
€04 fi  oflfratlfrom  the  entring  ofHamath  unto  thefea  of  the  flMn. 
And  tvr»a8*Hr  recovered  Damajcm  and  Hatndth^which  belonged 
toJuddh  forlfrde/.ThisHanutth  th^t  hefpeaksofwas  of  great  ufe, 
it  was  the  in-let  of  the  Af)y nans,  and  for  Jeroboam  to  eoniipet 
that  place,  and  to  rccovcv  Dantafc/u ,  and  to  adde  that  to  the 
Ctowne  of/yJ*^/,  which  belonged  to  Indah,  it  (hews  that  after 
theiE»bittera01iftioniGod  granted  a  great  mercie  by  leroboams 
means^ and  that  now  Ifraci  ftouriihcd  greatly , and  grew  exceed* 
iog  profperous.  There  is  much  of  Gods  mind  held  out  to  us  in 
this  I  As,in  that  the  people  of  Ifraci  had  been  under  fore  affli- 
ftion, 
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nkm,  tnd  '4cliTcrdd  ^  yet  GodiemH#/i«  to  tfaem  to  (hew 
kheoi  their  iMvdble  wicbedncfl^,  tnd  to  thraiten  dcftro* 
ftibri. 

HemeieetheptrretfendTeoftbechiLilrrn  of  mcti^  that  after 
great  delif  emoccs  franttd  them  frcmi  bitter  and  fote  affiidi-' 
bns,yet  they  will  contmie  ftil  iti  theirwickednefle  6c  rebeliioa 
Tbe  Lord  gram  thia  atiay  not  be  tme  ooncemsng  «s«  God  liatfa 
dbiitered  uf  in  great  meafure  hrom  tltoie  fott  andfoiner  afflxdi-^ 
onst  and  heavy  opprelliona,  tmder  which  we  Utdy  were,  and 
many^ciottslibcrtks  are  reftdred  to  ns ;  Nbw  have  we^not 
FKedofinKt/S'^tobefentiintoaatDrebfdceus,  ^  totkreaaen 
jiMlg^ckiientlbrtheevilliibBt  Wfty«$^  This  is  a  fad  thing. 

f  ttttber,  God  tt)iy  let  a  fiftner  cwtinue  a  long  tsaietti 
thr  wayothisfifine^  and  when  liehath  flourished  matiy  yetrsi 
andtiniikf  iiiteiv  ebe4)ittern«fe  ^  death.ia  fftft,  then  God 
may  come  and  tnreaten  judgement,  lerobodm  reignedt>tHr«id 
forty  yigrtv,  «niit%Qmnbcbebiitthat//9/»4propliefying&Jotig 
after  ler^boMis  death,came  in  the  latter  end  of  let^gmt  timci 
hreb^nm  mi^t  think,  what  ddth  he  eome  ta  conteft  with  0ie» 
and  to  tell  tne  of  iny  fiti  tnd  wickrdoetfe,atid  to  threaten  jod^ 
mem^hAtenot  I  wnmoued  thef^  Mfi.  yefrs  King,Md  haye^to* 
fpmifandlAr^yGoihothtvfenewitliine.  WeU>«(iffner&ity 
h«ddoiittong>M  yetafcerward  ^adgemMt  may  c<>m^. 

Thirdly.  A  people  in  a  Bourilhing  condifioni  whirn  iftiey 
prei|>er  moft^and  overcomtihm^nemiet,  and  have  ^laecoiid^ 
ingt6tliarheanadeAre«  even  rbatmay  bethetimeforGoit(» 
come  Mt^Jiia  wtflsbagkififl^hem.So  it  w««  hete.tfaetefore  w« 
mtiflrnot  /ad|e<Dur  eneftrfea^obe  bapf|)yit!or  feare  them>betai]^a 
ofthdrfloarJ&ifJg'ffftite  forthe  {Jrcfenti wither  Ittm  be  fcci«t 
oorfelvesbetffiift^f  the  mdfcies  We  enjoy.  God  doth  not  al-^ 
waytfaf^ibutfettietimesheis  pleafed  %hus  todetfle  with  (ii\» 
net*,  toftray  till  fhey  be  tit  the  height  of thcirpro/periry,dftd 
theft  t^tofche  upon  t1iem,as  herehedid. 

Soiiietiilt^s  God "f^  more fiidd*i  it  is  like  ^^chariahthtfofti 
.  of<hb  ter^bpam  thought  he  might  ventnreas  wel  as  his  f  ather,his 
'  fiftheir  prerf^cted  in  ftich  wayes  ^t  •veera.and  vrhy  may  itot  I? 
Nb^God  tante  u{>on  himlti  fix  moBrhs,  a.  Kings  1 5  .g. 

Fifrfy  ,  Ht^feM  when  he  eame  to    pfiopbefie  agatoft  li*  I 
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rad,  he  fa'v  them  i^  their profperity,  andyctcontiiuicthto 
threaten  judgement;  kgainft  them.  It  wasa  further  argument 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  that  taught  him,  and  oFa  fpeciall  infight 
he  had  into  the  mindt^of  God,  that  he  (liould  thus  propheHe 
deftruftion  to  •hem,  when  they  were  in  the  height  of  their 
profpcrity .  It  is  true,  if  Ho[ea>  had  come  afterward  in  Zacha^ 
riah  his  daies,when  the  Kingdom  was  declining;or  if/Z^y^^  iiad 
prophefied  in  Shallttmsimt  and  others  after  him,then  he  might 
havereenbythevTbrkingoffccond  caufes^  that  the  kingdome 
was  going  do wne  indeed.  No,buthecomesin/^r<?^d^wi  time, 
when  there  was  no  appearance  of  fecond  caufes  at  allot  their 
deftruAioii,  and  then  propheHeth  deftrudion  unto  them. 

Itisafigntof  fpeciall  infight  thefoulchathin  the  waycsof 
God,  that  can  fee  mifcry  under  the  greisireft  profperitv.  The 
Prophet  did  not  thinke  Ifraei  in  a  better  condition^  oecaufe 
of  their  outward  profpcrity.  Afit>nc  hisprophefie  was  from 
God. 

Yet  further.  This  being  in  the  raigne  of  Icroboum ,  \\  hen 
they  were  in  great  profperity,  furely  their  hearts  were  exceed- 
ingly hardnedagainllthe  Prophet ;  and  it  cannot  be  imagined, 
but  that  they  entertayned  his  prophefie  with  icorne  and  con- 
tempt: for  it  is  an  ufuall  thing,  when  men  are  in  the  htiight  of 
their  pride  and' in  their  ruffe,  then  like  the  wildeiiflescoU,  to 
fcom,  andcontemne  all  that  comes  againftthem. 

It  is  nothingfor  a  Minitter  of  God  to  deal  plainly  with  people 
inthe  time  of  adverfifj',when.thcy are  down  the  wind,but  whc 
men  af c  inthe  ru£fe  of^their  pride,and  in  all  their  joUiiy ,to  deal 
faithfiilly  with  them  then,  this  is  lbmcthing,and  thus  the  Pro- 
phet//^4  did. 

That  their  great  profperity  did  raifc  up  and  harden  their  hearts 
with  gride  againft  the  Prophet^  it  appeares  plainly,  if  you  will 
butreade  Amos  7.10.  ffor  we  mull  rindeGods mindc  by  com- 
paring one  place  with  another  j  there  you  Ihall  finde  what  the 
hruite  of  i^r^^i^w/  profperity  was,  for  Amo^zw6,  Hofeawtm 
contemporary.  When  Amos  was  prophelying,  Ama^tiah  thf 
Priefl  of  Bethel  fent  to  Jeroboam  king  ofJfrael^faying^  Amos  hath 
confpired  againfi  thee^  the  land  is  not  able  to  beare  his  words.  Th  is 
w  as  fay  d  of  Amos ^it  is  like  that  Hofea  did  not  meete  wjth  bct- 
^ ; D ter 
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termcafurcthenthi^   Ama^Uhx\^Vt\t^cA Bethel d\Ax\vi6,  If 
there  be  any  encmks  againft  the  faithfull  Mintfters  inafkice> 
they  arc  the  Pricftsof  i^^fei'/Jdolatrousand  feperftitkiiis  Miai- 
fters.  And  what  courfe  doe  tfaey  take?  They  fend  to  the  Kinfg, 
to  the  Go  verriourSjO  t  hey  have  confpirc  J  agamft  the  Kmgtth^ 
are  (editious  perfons^  faftious  men,  that  keep  a  ftir  in  the  King* 
dome,  and  break  the  peace  ol  the  Church,  the  Land  canixit  beat 
their  words.  Suchs  meflageasthis  you  fee  did  AmM^ah  fend  to 
t  he  King  ccxiccming  Ames-^  he  rums  offall  from  himfelfe  to  the 
King,and  all  the  punilhcnent  that  muft  be  infliAed  opon  Amos, 
muft  be  in  the  nam«  of  the  King.     And  mark  the  i  a.  ver.  of 
that  Chapter, /f^  AmAziahfiddfimo  Ames/)  theHfeer^goe,Aee 
away  wto  the  land  efludea^dfrephefie  there.   VVe  are  not  ho- 
ly cpough  tor  you,  Jbrfoorh  we  are  Idolaters,  we  doe  net  wor* 
fliip  GodarightjWe  are  no  troeChurchjget  you  to  Jf^h  airong 
your  brethren,  tindfrefhefie  net  any  mere  here  at  Bethel^  why? 
^CC^ufc  it  is  f  he  Kings  Chappely  and  it  is  the  Kings  Cenrt.  It 
fecmsthen  in  thofc  times  that  the  Kings  Chappd,  the  Kings 
Court  could  hot  beare  with  a  taithfoU  Prophet.  And  what  was 
the  ground  of  it,  but  becaufe  at  this  time  7'r**fl^i»profperedin 
his  way,  and  the  kii^domc  was  in  fu0h  a  flourishing  condition 
as  it  never  was  before  ?  Here  then  wasthctryall  of  the  faith- 
faint's  of  Hefeoi  fpirit  yet  to  goon  in  the  work  ot  his  prophcfie. 
Yet  further.  In  that  HefeaUd  prophefi^  in  the  time  of  lere^ 
boamy  by  that  it  will  appcarethat  he  was  the  fir  ft  Prophet  tliat 
ever  brought  thefc  hard  tidings  to  them,  of  the  utter  deftruftioci 
of  Ifrael.  It  willappeareby  that  which  is  feid,2  Kings  14  %j. 
that  before  this  time  Ciod  hadnotfothreatned  Ifrael;  for  the 
Text  faith  :  The  Lerdfaid  not  before  this  time  thttehereeuidlf  lot 
eat  the  name  of  Ifrael  frem  tender  heaven^  bm  hefavedthemby  the 
band af  Jeroboam  the  fmne  of  U^/b.  Marke,  there  is  fivcn the 
reafon  why  the  Lord  faved  them  by  the  hand  of  lerebiamy  be- 
caukhehad  not  yet  faid  he  wouldblot  out  the  name ot  Ifrael 
trom  under  heawn^that  is^the^ Lord  never  btfore  fent  any  of  his 
Prophets  thiis  ^JUinly  and  fully  to  declare  hi«  intention  to  th^m 
for  tile  utter  blottirijg  out  the  name  of  Ifrael ,  upon  their  going 
oninthcirfinnes.  Sothatitiscleare,  that  H<>/?rf  was  the  firS 
that  was  fctn  about  this  me&gcr.  And  cena^inly  it  was  fo  niuch 
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the  harder, ie  being  ihe  firfLof  all.  For  thpy  might  havefaid, 
why  doe  you  coiBc  with  theft  new  things,  and  in  fo  gr^at  feve- 
rity^who  did  ever  k  before  you  f  It  wjis  a  liard  taske :  For  wee 
know  ifaMiniftercocne  with  any  thing  that  feems  to  be.  new,* 
it  he  pfefents  any  truth  tq  y ou  that  hath  but  a  flic w  of  Noveky , 
that  you  heard  not  before,  though  it  be  ne^er  fo  good  aod  com- 
fbrtable^helhallfindelittlerncourageiDenf,  Nay  if  ht  doth  but 
eome  in  a  new  way,  as  thts  very  excercife^  becaufe  it  is  like  to 
go  on  in  a  way  that  yet  hath  beene  di&fed,  it  will  meet  with 
many  difcouragenients.Wbat  then  will  the  threatningsof  hard 
things,of  judgment^  and  dcftruftion  do  when  they  come  with 
novelty"?  Surcljr  H^fid  had  a  hard  taske  of  this,and  yet  he  went 
en  faithfully  with  it. 

Thus  much  for thetime  wherein  Hofra  propheHed. 

Naw  to  toskt  a  little  entrance  into  the  prophefie* 

'  Some  tromthefc  words  cSpe gather,  that  HiJ^wastbefirfl: 
Prophetthat  ever  wa».  Though  it  is  true,  wecannot  gather  it 
dire^lyfromhervce,  yet  it  is  apparent  that  notwithttan<!^ing 
JfdUh  befet  fiift,yet  H0fra  was  before  him  ;ibr  if  you  look  into 
the  I  li'd.  you  flml  fm ie  iftat  his  beginning  was  in  the  dny  €S  of 
Vwidk. '  New  H^es  was  in  the  dayesof  lertioxm^  and  irrc^ 
boam  was  bcfoFe  V<^utk.  And  this  may  be  one  reafon  why 
though^I  intend  the  whole  propheticall  bookes,  yet  I  rather 
pitch  upon  M^fta  firft,b€caule  indeed  he  was  the  Irrft  Prophet  t 
it  is  cleare  you  fee  from^the  Scripture,  though  we  caiuiot  gather 
it  feom  thde  wofcb  iivthis  fecond  vcrfi. 

Ba(  yet  thus  oauch  we  may  gather  from  thefr  vfotAs^Thete^ 
ginningofthewifV'daftfhe  J^pdby  H9fia.yi\Mt\\\t  was  the  begin- 
mngoi<  his  prepheue.  And  what  w^M-thisbeginning  ^  what 
did  God  fet?  him  about  firft  ?  MsHrke  prefently  the  next  words, 
htmnfitaks  f^if^  ^  T^^fi  of  whoreJomeSy  and  children  cf  whore^- 
^fH^j  andfi  declare  u  pype^lt  »f  Ifra&l  that  thet'  had  com- 
c^mmkped  grtMy^horedome  dipanwg  fr^m  the  Lerd.  The  moft 
grievous  chat|;e  and  moft  ferere  and  terrible  expreflion  of 
Gods  vwath  agaipft  that  people  that  yew  meete  with  in  all  the 
book  ofGod*  Thrs  is  the  work  Hayivi  muft  doe,  and  Hn^fra  was 
i  very  young  when  firft  he  went  about  it*  NowasI  told  you  be- 
1  Z>   a  fore,. 
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fore,  God  (bmetimcs  ctUs  young  ones  to  great  iervices ;  but  to 
call  a  young  nuin  to  this  fcrvice,  to  go  tp  this  people  with  fuch 
ameflage,  now  in  the  fnidftef  all  their  pride  and  flourilh  to 
conteft  wkh  them  thus,and  to  tell  them  thit  they  arc  children 
of  whoredome6,and  do  loiter  the  pe^eofGod,tor  what  ?  for 
a  young  man  to  doe  this  ?  Why^they  flight  have  iaid^if  this  in- 
deed came  from  the  mouthof  fomeold  ancient  Prophet,  rever- 
ent for  his  yeers  and  experience,  it  had  been  fomewhat ;  but  to 
come  from  a  green  head/or  an  upftart  to  upbrayd  us  with  /uch 
vile  things.  Thus  men  grown  old  and  fodden  in  then:  fins  are 
ready  to  rcafbn.But  let  us  know(my  brethren  j  if  God  fend  any 
meflage  unto  ui  though  by  young  onesj  he  expels  your  enter- 
tainment of  it.  When  God  would  dcftroy  Elies  houfe,  he  fends 
the  medageby  ye\xx\%SdmHeli  but  Eli  did  not  reafon  tbus,what 
this  young  boy  to  come  and  fpeake  thus  malapartly  to  me  I  No^ 
he  ftoopes  to  it.  Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord,  iaith  he. 

Affiint,Hofea  muft  tell  them  that  they  zit  children  of  whore^ 
diifftss,  and  not  the  people  of  God.  What  for  a  Minifter  when  he 
comes  (irft  among  a  people  to  begin  fbharlhly^and  fcverely,aad 
ni^gedly.  Is  it  not  better  to  comply  with  the  people,  to  come 
with  gentle  and  faire  means,  to  leek  to  win  them  with  love  ?  if 
you  begin  with  harili  truths,  furely  you  will  make  them  fly  off 
prefently.  Thus  many  doe  reaibn.  Nor/ 1  befieech  you  take 
heed  to  your  own  hearts  in  reafoning  thus.  Many  have  done  ie^ 
and  have  fought  tocomply  with  people  fo  long  till  they  have 
complyed  away  all  their  faithBiUneSi  and  contcience,  &  vigour 
that  before  they  had :  When  they  come  to  great  men,r!ch  men,^ 
men  in  place  and  etDinency,they  will  comply  with  fuch,but  let 
them  have  any  of  Gods  people  in  their  parifh  that  are  of  a  mean 
ranke  and  poore,  they  comply  little  enough  with  them,  but  are 
harlh  and  bitter  to  them>  -  and  regard  not  the  teudcrnes  of  their 
confciences  at  all. 

It  is  trae.  If  Miniflers  have  the  tcftimony  of  their  own  con- 
fcieiKesthat  they  would  take  no  other  way  but  what  fhallbe 
for  the  greateft  profit  of  their  people,  mantainingTuchadifpo- 
fition  as  to  be  willing  to  undergoe  any  fuf&rings  t^at  God  inall 
call  them  unto:  they  mayfaynrft  when  they  coinetoa  houfe^ 
Peade  be  to  this  honfe .  efpcciallv  when  thev  come  toaDlacc 
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that  hath  not  had  the  means  before.  But  if  it  beto  a  people 
that  go  direftly  againft  the  light  of  their  confciences^  a  fbper- 
ftitious  peofple  that  cannot  but  be  conYinced,&  have  had  many 
evidences  that  it  is  againft  the  mindeot  God ,  and  yet  one- 
ly  for  their  own  baft  ends  will  goeon  and  not  amend  ;  infuch 
a  cafe  as  this  we  may  come  with  hariTines  at  the  very  firft .  So 
F^/i/ gives  a  charge  to  Titus  m  dealing  with  the  Cretians  y^Yto 
were  evill  beafts  and  flow  bellies,  thathefliouldr^^»<^rA^iw 
fharfelj\£oyft  tranflateitjthe  word  in  the  onginall  is,  Cnt- 
tingly. 

Tht  beginfiiftgofthi  word  of  the  Lord  by  Hofea,  The  particle 

which  is  trannated^^3fig''^'fy^^^D''Il  *^  well  as  i;,it  is  notjE/, 
but  Beth  J  and  fo  it  is  read  by  feme,  The  word  of  the  Lord  came  in 
Hofea.  This  expreffion  notes  the  inward  and  intimate  converfe 
that  the  Lord  had  with  the  fpirir  ofHofea  in  the  work  of  his  Mi- 
hiftry.  The  Lord  (pake  firft  in  Hofed find  then  he  i^eaks  out  unto 
the  people.  Some  fuch  expreffion  we  have  concerning  ?/«/, 
Gal,  1 , 1  tf.That  Chrift  may  be  revealed  iff  wf,not  onely  to  me^hat ' 
in  me.  The  more  in  wardly  God  fpeaks  and  cojaverfcth  with  the 
hearts  of  his  Minifters,the  more  inwardly  and  efficacionfly  they 
are  able  to  fpeaketothe  people.  This  is  the  deepe  preaching, 
when  it  is  from  the  heart  to  the  heart.  And  fb  Augnftine  fayes 
ofHofea,  becaufe  that  which  he  fpake  w  as  fo  deep,  it  wrought 
moreftrongly.  Hofeas  Prophefiemaft  needs  be  deep,  for  God 
fpake  in  him  before  he  fpake  out  to  the  pfople.  We  fay,  that 
which  commethfrom  the  heart  will  goe  to  the  heart :  Surely 
that  which  commeth  from  the  voice  of  God  in  the  heart,  will 
goe  beyond  the  eares  to  the  hearts  of  people.  And  blefled  are 
the  people  that  have  fiich  Minifters  that  (hall  {peak  nothing 
to  themjbut  what  hath  firft  been  fpoken  by  God  in  them. 

Againeinthislecond  verfe  becomes  twice  with  the  (ame 
expreffion,  The  beginning  of  the  word  of  tht  Lordbj  Hofea,  and 
z^zintyThe  Lordfaidt^  Hofea  y  and  yet  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fixfky  txft /The  worct  of  the  Lord  came  to  Hofea.  Why  all  this,, 
three  times  ?  AU  this  upon  good  reafonjfor  Hofea  was  to  come 
with  a  ternble  meflSjge  to  tte  people,  and  to  reprehend  them 
with  much  fliarpneflie,  to  tell  them  that  they  were  the  chilJ^en 
ofwhoredofnosy  andthjit  they  had  departed  from  tht  Lord,  and 
D3 be 
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h.  w^mU  hAve.  HQ  more,  wurcj  Pf9n  thtm^  but  would *»r;€r/jr  t^i^ 
thtm  ^w^h  jKe  bad  need  therefore  luvq  an  exprcffe  command 
for  what  he  did,  and  to  have  much  ev  WssxqQ  ot  tl^  Spirit » that 
M/h^t  he  faid  was  from  God,  and  not  any  thing  et  his  oNvn  fpi- 
rit.  WhenaMiniftcrof  GQd{hallcamr»  and  reprehend  a  p«Q* 
plcfeverely  for  their  fi^s,  swid  threaten  Gods  ;i:4g€ment>  Ijet 
\^  then  if  ever  look  to  it  that  he  h;(th  a  good  ^roMod  for  what 
hf  raiih<^ttu,t  what  iie  (h^ll  deliver  may  be  nothing  but  the  word 
ofGpdinhiin,the(heere  wordof  G«d,  without  9^y  mi^turr 
oJhisowne.  It  is  an  ordinary  thing  in  Minifters  in  reprfKcn-' 
diR^ pffinjaf  and  denouncing  threa^tpingSji  to  mingle  mocb  of 
their  owne  ipirift  and  wr^h:  But  iFat  any  time  Minifte^ 
!{hoi4dt^keheedof  ouxing  their  own  wrath,  then  efpeeiaUy 
when  they  ^e  to  denounce  Gods  wrath,  then  they  (hould  bring 
oothinglpaittlie^wQrdofcheLprd;  (britbeiuga  hard^neiTage* 
^^Ipirit?  of  tc^p  wifl  rife  up  againft  it,if  tkcy  qxicc  fee  the  fcir 
ntp*"thcMinkift^in.itv  they  will  be  ready  to  fay  as  theae^ 
vill  in  the  poffipffed  m^n,  lefiu  I  kffpv^  4n^p4Ml  1  k»^».  t^^  ^h 
a,r^y$^  f  So  th?y ,  thg  WQ^d  of  the  U>rd  I  know,  but  what  ar^ 
you  ?  here  is  your  owne  Mi^n,  your  ownc  humour,  &<;.  O  let 
nqf  ^njr  think  to  9Ppo£(?  Uq  with  tin,  tht  m-atb  9f  m^n  doik  not 
^^cccm^lijh  the  rigMeQ^fne^e  #/  G^ul  You  that  are  Minifters, 
Vo44  you.h*yc  a  fen^ep/c^  ?  I  will  give  y^  one,  and  I  have 
donf ."  if^hen  y>M,arecaJlednr^vc(^leG9JU  wrafh^  eoncedk  jour 
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G^ifskewud  thMUvp^  afipflmrcdwms  snd  chiiJreHsfwhpredffmJt: 
ffr  the  Unki  bath  committed  grtuiihifreeki^  J  difilrHng"fr$m 

l^SohewmtauAto^l^  Gnmer  tbeAmgktir  9fDiUaimywki€hc^m- 

mveddmibarehims/ift. 
4i  AmdAe  L^dfuldmnu  him.  Coil  hit  uawh  le^^ml ;  fat  yet  a 

little  while,  4ndl  will  avenge  the  blond  oflezkeel  Mfm  the  kemfi 

ifle&t,  andMleeafi  the  kjagdome  9fthe  boofe  oflfraeL 
%.AitditfiaMametafAgia$thatdgj  that  J  wiU  break,  th&bww 

•flfraU  in  the  valley  ^  lezsreeL 


iHe  Pr^ace  to  the  wortey  and  to  the  whole  pro- 
ptvefyyoa  heard  ihebft  time.  The  fcopel  oi  the 
prophefy  IS  the  very  famethat  the  fcopeet  this 
CbMpteri$s  to  declare,  fiTft,Theevilcondition 
that  Ifrael,  the  ten  Tribes  were  in,  in  regard  of 
their  Cmne$  aod  pumflMnent  th«t  was  to  be  exe«- 
cafiedftrrtheirfirtfies.  Secondly,  Gricioasprofliiifei  of  mercy, 
toareiftnanf,  to  |ddah  in  the  7*  wr.  and  to  Jadaliand  Iftad 
boA,  from  the  i  o.  ver.  to  the  end  of  the^/^^ipAfr. 

Firft,  God-begini^thwithconvidioo,  to  (hew  them  their 
&n\t^  thc4t^dfol1i^»c4it. 

Convi^on  (houldgobeforecorreAion.  Youmnftnatprc* 
fently  fly  in  the  facea  of  thofo  that  are  under  you  when  Aty 
crofie  you  :  firft  inRiuft  theiri  and  then  correft  them,  do  asGod 
didhere,God  Would  f¥l  convince  them  ofthegreatnes  of  their 
fitincftnot  by  ver faafU  but  by  real  expreffions. 

Th6fe  things  tMtcomc  but  to  the  care, they  do  mor«  flowly 
ftiite and  Wdrk  upon  the  heart^ut  things  that  arc  prefented  be* 
Fore  the  eye  are  more  operative ;  artdtfaer(iforeHo7>^muft  not 
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tell  them  onely  that  they  had  committed  whoredome,  but 
tnuft  tell  them  in  this  way,  he  muft  go  and  take  d  wife  of  whore^ 
^/»^/,and  beget  ckildrcn  cfwhoredomes. 

In  the  very  threfliold,  in  the  entrance  of  the  pnphcry  you  fee 
wemeete  withadifficaltie,  a  great  difficultre.  rirft  a  com- 
mand from  God,  from  the  Holy  God,  onto  a  Prophet,  a  holy 
Prophet,  to  go  and  take  a  wife  of  whoredomes  ;  not  an  ordinary 
whore,  but  a  moft  proftitnte  whore,  for  fo  the  word  fignifieth, 
*  of  whoredomes^  as  in  the  fcripture  phraf:  aman  of  bloods^  is  a 
man  that  hath  (bed  much  blooci ;  and  a  man  offnrrmei^  is  a  man 
that  hath  been  excercifed  with  many  forrowes ;  and  fo  a  wife  of 
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iyr^/f  robbing  thcEgyftidns,  Abr^^ums  killing  hisfonncj  and 
the  like. 

If  this  (hould  be  fo^  ^is  many  intcrpretersgoing  that  way 
might  make  one  to«thinkeit  not  a  thing  impoiuble)  we  might 
learne  thus  much  from  it. 

Firftj  that  Gods  command  takes  away  all  matter  of  oficnce. 
It  would  be  a  notorious  o£fen(ive  thing  for  a  Prophet*  a  Minifter 
of  God  to  marry  one  that  is  wicked^  a  wickeo  whore ;  yet  (b 
faxre  as  the  offence  is^  Gods  command  is  enough  to  uke  it  a- 
way*  For  the  fubjeA  of  oflfence  it  is  not  duty,but  indiSerency : 
any  thing  that  is  a  duty  to  be  done  we  muft  go  on  in  it^  though 
itbeneverfoofenfiTeto  others,  thatisnoruleatalitohincfer 
us  if  it  be  a  duty :  but  if  it  be  a  thing  oi  indiflferency >  then  wee 
muftftop*  Godscommand^akesaway  allpleaof ofience  ;I  fay 
not  that  mans  command  doth  fo>  for  men,  even  magiftrates 
themfelvea  are  bound  not  to  offend  their  brethren,  as  well  as 
others. 

But  then  it  may  be  faid  they  Hiould  command  nothing 
ttallj  for  feme  orother  would  be  o£fended^  and  (hall  not  they 
command  becaufe  ibme  weake  ones  may  beoficndtd  ? 

It  is  true,that  which  they  may  take  upon  their  con(ciences  to 
be  their  duty,  that  they  are  bound  to  command,  and  they  (hould 
fin  againfl  God  if  they  did  not  command  it,&re<][uire  obedience 
to  it ;  they  muft  do  it  though  never  io  many  be  oftended.  But  in 
aiatters  that  they  themfelves  acknowledge  to  be  neither  herenor 
there,  either^for  Gods  feryiceor  for  the.  good  of  aCommbn* 
wea][th,facrein  the  rule  bindeth  them  as  well  as  others  in  regard 
of  o&nces.to  for  beare. 

Secondly,  Suppofingthistobeareallthing,  we  fee  that  the 
Propl^et  mutt  fuffer  much  in  his  credit  before  men,  onely  to  be 
icry  icca|;>le  to.Ged  for  a  fiirt  her  expreflipn  of  his  minde. 

All  our  credits,  all  our  names,  and  all  we  are,or  huve,muft 
lie  downe  At  Gods.fcete  to  be  ferviccable  to  him  in  the  Igaft 
thing ;  if  but  in  a  way  of  expreflion  of  his  minde,  muphmore 
theninbearii^Witneffe  to  his  truth.  .    , 

Thirdly,  This  bjeingfo^we  fee  the  way  of  JGod  in  putting  the 
Prophet  id  thevery  .firft  /erviceupon  aVery  difficult  work :  It 
could  not  bqt  be  a  thing  exceeding  tediousandivkefemetohis 
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fpitit  to  iMiTy  ibch  a  one^yct  God  pQtteth  hiai  opon  it. 

It  is  the  vfiuU  wajr  of  CSod,when  he  callcth  any  to  great  ftr 
viceSj  at  the  beginning,  to  pat  them  to  fiich  difficult  workes 
to  try  them  thereby,  that  if  they  goethrao^  them,  then  the; 
may  be  confided  in,  that  they  will  ^  through  more  after 
ward* 

But  we  (hall  rather  take  this  in  a  way  of  vinonyas  others  dc 
not  that  indeed  H^e^SiiididreaUy  marryfticha  wife,  but  this  di 
ippeare  to  himinavifioir^asu  foch  a  thing  were  really  done 
onely  to  declare  what  the  condition  of  the  people  dElfr^l  wi 
at  this  tiaie  in  refpeft  of  God :  As  if  God  flioald  {vf^H^e^^  thi 
people  of  Ifrael  is  to  me  no  other  then  as  if  thou  (houldeft  hav 
a  wifethat  werethe  moft  notocioos  whorein  the  world,  a» 
all  their  children  are  to  me  as  if  thy  children  were  the  chk<liei 
ofSvhoredome  and  fornication.  And  this  I  conceive  tobe&ior 
dircAly  the  mindeof  God,  and  I  will  not  give  you  my  meet 
concention  of  it  neither,  but  reaibns  for  it  why  it  moft  be  (b. 

Firft,  beieaufe  we  findein  Scripture  that  which  is  hiflori 
cally  related,  yet  was  done  in  a  way  of  vifion.  And  it  isai 
ofual  way  of  Scripture  toexprefle  that  which  isdoneina  wa; 
of  vifion,  as  if  it  were  a  hifto^,  »if it  were  r^y  done.  I  wiJ 
(hew  youtwoexampksforthiSj  oTitoiltremj  when  be  wa 
at  Jeruiakm^  yet  the  Scripture  fpeakes  as  if  he  had  beenei 
Babylon:  and  the  other o(£«ri^/,  when  he  was  at  B^diy 
lon^t  fpeakes  as  if  he  had  bin  at  Jerufilem.  It  is  u  Idly  reli 
tod  as  this  is  here,  and  both  muft  therefore  needs  be  underftoq 
as  in  a  way  of  vifion.  Firft  for  hremy^  veuhaveit  CiMf.  }< 
ver.  4.  God  requireth  there  that  he  (nould;#  r«  Emfhr^ius  m 
bidebifiirMefhn'ein4$b0UofMr0rl^:BQttlMTiyct'Wt$%nri 
in  SdlyUn,  and  Jeremy  was  not  in  E^bjlem  at  this  time,  nor  i 
allthetimeoftheieffie,norinthetimeefthe  capcMty,  neitin 
could  he  goe  to  B^^en,  for  the  city  was  now  b^sed,  ic 
when  he  did  but  afiy  to  goe  a  little  way  t#  Atuohotb  hisow 
towne,  he  was  prefently  taken  hold  upon  asifhehadbeen 
Traitor  to  his  Country.  Theitfbrt  this  which  is  here  dedarc 
asahiftory,  asifhebadreallydcxieit*  wasU^onelydonein 
vifion.  And  ibJE««i^w/ the  other  waVy  he  was  at  B^lm  (fi 
he  wasthat  Piophetthat  prophcficd  to  the  people  dM  na 
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carryed  captive  to  Bakjhn^  God  ient  a  PropM  to  them  to 
hdpe  them  therein  their  captivity)  yet  in  the  8.  ChMfteroS 
his  Propli€cie»  JSzikM  ieemeth  to  be  brought  to  Jer^nusk^ 
and  he  is  bidden  there  to  Jig  a  hds  in  the  wM  u  fat  tht  wi^ 
kid  ah^mituiHams  tbdt  thi  ancients  of  Ifrntt  Md  timre.  Now 
JSz^kieiviu  not  there  >  he  was  at  £^i(jr/tfii  all  this  while»butit 
isileclaredas  it  the  thing  had  beene  done  really.  So  we  are  tp 
apderftandi/ii^^faiigokig  naked  ao.dayes^aadj^v/^///^^^^^ 
tbteoUnndreAsmlnimfy^l^fsfnfbicnoJidf^md^inpnihe  0$ktr» 

U  That  it  waiivi(iaoandn(B»t  really  ddne,  tfaenaionii, 
it  wa»  Gods  command 9  Lndiicm  ai.  7.  That  $m  Priifi 
nmfi  not  martj  with  n  mboro ;  and  of  all  mens  wives  God 
is  910ft  carefull  of  the  wives  ot  thofe  that  ire  in  the  worke 
Qf the  Minifterytthat  ave  Chwrdi  officeri,therefore  iTim.  ] .  i  z . 
wh«n  btttaDMconisdeicrihtfd  whathefliooUbe,  there  is  his 
wifedefcnbcd  too>dttt  (heefliodd  fae/mtrr,  nojUndoror^ottr 
nndf^kfnAinnUthmgs.Xaaneyttx^t  that  when  Gc^aor 
podntethwhataMi^cate(honldbtf,  what  his  office  fliould  be 
in  a  Common-wewh^  that  hee  takes  Inch  care  toietdowne 
what  his  wife  fliouid  be  t  Bnt  when  he  appoincetfa  the  lowcft 
pfficerina  Churchy  a  Deacon  j  he  apnointeth  what  his  wife 
fhottld  be  too.  Thmfoiethe  wives  or  .Minifter»  ikiMild  goes- 
way  with  a  ledbnfrdm  hence^  and  knoWthat  Sodhatha  more 
i^ecialleye  to  them  ^  then  to  the  wives  of  all  the  ten  inthe 
world  befides.  God  is  tender  ofthecreaUteftfaeof&cers^af  his 
Churchy  and  k  (hould  inan  bcjftr  their  diicredit  is  a  iund^rsnce 
to  theii  worke. 

Yet  fprther,  we  raid  Amos  7.  %6.  that  it  was  threatned  as  a 
curfeto  AmmiA  tbeVrieft  okBeti/oi,  thztifis  wifr  JhoHlibten 
ift4r/^/j|pricfifttngtfae  Prophet  1  fluUcbenthewifeof  Hij^^ 
be  a  whore/  Fw  Amos  and  Wofsn  pcophccied  both  at  the 
fametime/^ 

And  the  Scripture  JGiith  '(yw  know  the  place  l  Cor.  i  x.) 
that  tho  momsn  it  to  to  $ho  glmtj  ofthomnn.  What  a  glory 
flioiddH<[!/^4havehAdihfiich«matdiaBthb^  The  woman  is 
theglotyorthcfflibyHoW^  (^forfoldefirenotcilely  toopen 
theSoiptnre  tfaaiireade  here^  but  air  Igoe  along  and  qoote 
..  .  E  a  ^    Scrip- 
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Scripture,(b  tar  as  may  be  for  your  edification ,  and  futeable  to 
our  argument  to  open  there  too)  In  two  refpefts  ftiec  is  £>• 
I  •  bccaufe  it  is  a  glory  to  a  man  that  he  bath  fuch  an  image  ^  for 
fhee  is  from  the  man  ,  and  as  the  man  being  the  imageofGod, 
fhe  wet  h  the  glory  of  God,bccaufe  hee  is  the  image  of  God  and 
from  him;  fo  the  .woman  being  from  the  man^and  as  it  were  his 
image^(hee  is  the  glory  of  the  man.  2.  Becaufe  man  hath  fuch 
ap  excellent  creature  brought  under  fubjeftion  to  him :  fbthc 
womanistfaegloiypttbcman.  Man  is  notonely  madeglori* 
ous  bv  Godwin  that  God  hath  put  all  other  creatures  under  him, 
but  elpecially  in  this>  that  God  hath  put  fuch  an  excellent  crea- 
ture under  him  isChe  woman  is,  (6  the  woman  i%  the  glory  of 
the  man.  This  could  not  be  herein  fuch  a  match  as  this. 

3*  It  could  not  be  that  it  was  a  reall  thing^but  a  Yifion ,  from 
theprophecieit  felfe^forthenHp/^^  muft  baveftayed  almofta 
whole  yeare  before  he  could  have  gone  oninhisprophecie: 
For  firft  he  muft  take  to  him  a  wife  oFwlioredomes,ana  beget  t 
childe  of  whoredomes^then  he  mull  have  ftayed  till  the  childe 
hadbeeneborne,beforehe  could  have  come  to  the  people  an^ 
tiyy  My  childe  is  bornCjand  his  name  is  hxnel ,  and  it  >s  upon 
this  ground  thdit  I  have  named  him  thus,  and  then  he  miift  have 
ftayed  aimoftffyeere  more  before  hee  could  have  Locuh^mdh^ 
and  theii  after  that  he  muft  ftay  almoft  another  yeare  longer  be- 
fore Lp4mnri  could  be  b^ne. 

And  laftly  •  that  which  is  noted  by  PpUhw ^the  expeffion  that 
we  have  here  iS|  that  Goifpake  in  H«/^ii,fpeaking  and  appea- 
ring to  him  by  an  inward  vifionas  it  werexzvan  extafie^  laith 
PoUnmi  therefore  we  rauft  take  it  fo  that  this  wife  of  whore- 
domesthat  H^fea  was  to  marry  was  in  a  way  of  vifionj  it  was 
t<^gnifie  that  Ifrael  was  to  GoA  as  a  wifcof  whoredomes^and 
as  children  of, whoredomes  fiiould  haYe^^^beene  to  the  Prophet  if 
hehadhcenjmarriedtobcr-  * 

'  From  allthcfe  there  is  this  refult,  that  the  people  of  Ifi-Met 
were  gone  a  whoring  from  God* 

Idolatry  jt  js  as  the  finne  of  whoredom »  and  I  ca tuiot  open 
tjii».Scriptuce;qxcept  I  {hew:  you  wherein  idolatry  is  like  the 
finne  of  wh9redom^:  Theidolatry  ofthe  Church,  nottheido- 
lafry  of  heathens  is  whoredome.  One  that  committeth  adultery 
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doth  girc  her  fclfeto  another :  The  Heathens  becaufe  they  were 
«ever>  married  to  C/od,  their  idolat^  is  not  adaltery ;  bat  the 
people  of  (/od  being  manried  te  the  Lord,  their  idolatry  is  adul- 
tery. 

Adultery  firft  >  becaufe  it  breakesthe  marriage  bond ,  there  is 
nothing  breakes  the  inarriage  bond  betweene  GoA  and  his  peo- 
ple but  the  (inneof  idolatry^as  not  betweene  man  and  wife. 
Though  a  wife  may  be  guilty  of  many  fay  lings,  and  be  a  grie- 
vous trouble  and  burthen  to  her  husband,y et  t hefe  do  not  break 
the  marriage  knot  except  fhee  defile  the  marriage  bed:  So 
though  a  people  may  be  guilty  of  notorious  and  vile  (ins »  yet  if 
they  keepethewermip  of  God  pure,  they  are  not  guilty  of 
wh^redooaeibut  ftill  GoA  is  married  to  them. 

Secondly,  Whordome  Is  a  lo&thfbme  thing,  though  delight- 
fome  to  men,  yet  loathfome  to  (7od :  Idolatry  is  fo » therefore 
the  Scripture  calleth  the  idol$that  men  let  up  by  a  name  that 
fignificth  the  very  excrement  that  comes  from  creatures,  £*ri^. 
22,  3.  Idolaters  thinke  their  way  of  idol-worfhip  to  be  very 
delightfome,  but  that  which  they  call  delegable,  (^od  calleth 
detelUbie,foyou{hall  findeif  you  compare  thefe  two  Scrips 
turcs,  Efa.  44. 9,  they  call  their  Idols  deUEtabU  things^  Ixitin 
-E«r;^.  5.  XI.  (7od  caUeth  rhtmdeteftabU things.  Idolatry  is  a 
deteftable  loathfome  thing. 

Thirdly,There  isnothing  wherein  a  man  is  fo  irreconcilcable 
as  in  theooint  of  the  marriage  bed,  the  defiling  of  tlwt  by  adul- 
ttry  caufes  an  irreconcileable  breach ;  lealonfie  is  the  rage  of  a 
man^and  he  will  Sdkg  no  ranfome.  There  is  nothing  wherein 
Cod  is  (b  irreconcileable  to  a  people,  as  in  the  point  of  falfe 
Worfhip. 

Fourthly,  Adultery  k  is  a  befotting  finne»  TVhfredome  and 
n€T»TPsine takeaway  the  heart ^{zSx\iXYit^xoY^tt J  andin  that  44. 
Ifa.  19.  there,  faith  GoA^  be  hath  no  under fianAing  toconji^trand 
fiyjfyhat  have  1  not  taken  one  fart  and  raajied  fle/h  with  it ,  and 
with  another  pan  have  baked  breadufon  the  coles^  andwarmedmj 
felfewith  another, and  /hail  1  make  the  refidue  thereof  an  abomina^ 
tion,  and  fail  downe  to  thefiockjfa  tree.  ?  He  hath  iio  underftand- 
ing  to  coniider  this.  Idolatry  is  a  befotting  iinne  as  well  as  a- 
didtery  •    And  therefore  we  need  not  marvaile  though  men  of 
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greatptrfs  andabiliticts  continue  in  their  fuperftitiouf  wa;  of 
wormipj  for  nothing  befottccl  mens  hearts  io  am<;I|  asUiat 
doth. 

Againe^.  Whoredome  Is  A  mo(l  dangerous  (inne.  We  bare 
a  sum  dread&l  place  ht  that>Prp.  a  a  .i  4.7iv  m^uth  rfa  firm  ft 
Wfm4n  isM4mnifhih  tiUtisnikMrtdtf  tbt  Lord Jb^t pit 
therein.  Oh  moft  dreadfiiU  placets  an  Adulterer  lif  tlifr^bc 
any  Adulterer  in  this  place  thu  dav^when  thougof  ft  home tmne 
to  that  Scripture,and  let  it  be  aft  a  dart  to  thy  hearty  the  mentth  ef^ 
firanie  wetrntn  i$^4  infe  fit ;  he  thdt  ie  nkherredof  the  Lerd 
/}4f/iiSr  f£rrr#jii;  A  (ign  Of  a  man  abhonred  of  God.  tn4ibisl«> 
ddatry^forin  %  Thef.  t.ii.i  i.  Ged£4ve  themwerteheUives 
lye  thst  they  might  be  damned.  ThofetbatfoUowthcIdoIatiics 
of  Antichrift  are  given  over  by  God  to  believe  a  lye,  That  lye  of 
Popery  altogether  is  one  lye.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Popifb  petty 
invent  fe  many  fiich  ftrangc  lyeS»  aH  to  uphold  that  prfit^e* 
Why  is  this  ?  that  they  might  be  damnedt  It  is  a  dre a^fiUldan- 

ferous  fione  the  finne  of  Idolatry  ,thoDgh  they  think  they  plcafe 
iod  in  and  by  fiich  wayes  of  wedhip»  yet  they  arc  given  over 
by  God  that  they  maybe  damned.  If  this  prove  to  be  a  place 
that  ooncemsthofe  that  follow  Antichrift>  and  if  Bxime  proves 
to  be  fo  as  by  that  place  is  defaibed,  it  i$  a  dreadfidl  plfcc  to  all 
Papifts. 

Againe»  Whores  oHe  to  decke  themielves  u^  in  pompous 
attyie,  in  dainty,  gloriousrayment.  Soldoktecsuiie  todecke 
ap  their  Idols  in  bravery,  and  lavifli  gold  (4S  the  Scripture 
fpeakeS)  upon  their  Idols;  whereas  the  Ki^^s  ddughter  is att 
glerieui  within,  and  thefloiplicityof  the  Coipcl  will  not  per- 
mit fuchthuigs* 

And  laftlyias  whores  though  they  goe  a  whoring  ftom  their 
hu^bands,yet  dill  they  retaine(befbre  the  divorce)  the  name  o(f 
wives,  and  their  children  (though  baftards)  t^ainc  the  name 
of  chUdren,and  beare  the  fathers  name ;  So  Idolaters^  they  will 
retaine  the  name  of  the  Churth,the  Church,  and  thofe  that  they 
beget,muft  ftiU  be  called  the  ondy  ions  of  the  Church. 

But  how  are  his  children  Hud  to  be  children  of  whoredoi^es  ^ 

for  &ippofehis  wife  were  a  wife  of  whonedomes,yet  beii^  mar* 

tyedtoher,  wiierefere  fhouU  the  children  be  calkd  children  of 

I  whocedomcs  ?  ^        j  To 
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To  thtc  it  anfweted  firftifooic  think  upon  thi<  ground^becaufe 
the  children  when  they  grow  up  would  follow  the  way  of  the 
Mother^  as  it  \s  an  ufuall  thing  tor  children  to  doe.  Theidbre 
you  need  to  take  heed  how  you  enter  into  the  eftate  of  marriaee 
tor  your  children^  fake,  for  they  will  follow  the  way  of  the 
Mother. 

Or  rather  this,  becaufe  though  they  were  begotten  after  matri- 
age^  yet  they  will  lye  under  iiifpition  as  thcie  that  are  iUegiti* 
mate;  the  children ot  o^ethat  ha  hbecneawhorearealwayes 
furDefted,  and  (o  in  repute  they  are  thechildren  of  whoredome 
ana  fomiication :  fb  fayeth  God,  thcfe people  are  to  me  as  if  their 
children  wen  accounted  children  of  tomicatior. 

Fvr  the  tfhole  land  kiuh  gom  m  vphvringfrom  the  Ltrd. 

In  going  a  whoring  they  goe  a  whoring :  Oi!  as  AryU  Ai^ntd* 
nw  reads  it^  In  goir»a  wboridg  they  will  gOe  a  whoring.  They 
not  onely  Hare,  but  Will,  they  are  ietufN»n  it|  they  dte  ft^t- 
hearted  in  the  way  of  Idolatry »  and  it  is  the  land*that  hath  done 
it,the  people  of  the  land. 

But  why  the  land? 

It  is  a  fecret  checke  to  them^and  an  upbrayding  them  for  their 
unthankfulriesi  that  when  God  gtvethemfo  good  aland,  chfc 
land  of  CMAMthat  ffawed  with  milke  and  hon^y^thelandof 
promifti  that  wasgiventothemforthatendtDOourifliupthe 
true  worfhip  of  God,yet  they  made  this  land  of  God,  this  land 
of  promife :  o  be  a  land  to  noatifli  ap  moft  vile  Idolaters* 

(7«fi#  mMj  d  wberi»gfr9tH  the  LerJL 

from  Jehovah. 

The  more  worthy  the  husband  is,  the  more  vite  and  odious 
the  adidtety  of  the  wife.  What»  to  goen  whorii^  ft om  G%i, 
tkebleftdQod^  in  whom  fs  all  beauty  and  cxceUency,  and 
tome  to  blinde  Idols  ?  What,  change  (he  glory  of  the  iiwidhte 
Qodj  intodtefimiktndecf  in  oxe that  eateth  graft?  with  what 
indignation  doth  God  fpeake  it  ?  Oh  you  that  go  a  whoring 
after  your  iinfaill  hifts^  this  one  day  will  lye  moft  dt«*dfi^y 
apon  yanac  oenicieneei^  that  it  was  from  the  Lord  that  you 
dented)  fr«m  that  infinitj*  glorious  etemftUOeitiei  the  &im- 
tainofallgood^  to  cleave  to  whoring  aifeerbaTejibfiill/uid  w^ 
clean  lufts. 

Who 
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Who  is  this  whore?  and  what  are  the  children  that  act  be- 
gotten to  H9f€d  by  her  / 

Jtfi&tfirfifr, faith  the  Text,  Heobeyeth* 

We  muft  obey  God  in  things  that  feem  to  be  never  (q  much 
againft  our  reafon  and  fenfe. 

He  t^^kS'omer  the  ddmghter  ofD  ibUim. 

The  word  G^mer^  here,  commerh  from  a  word  that  ligniHctb 
ferficere^tnd  dejicere^  perfedion  and  de^eftion  :  and  (o  it  may  be 
applyed  both  waye$.  Some  apply  it  to  perfeAion,that  is4  har* 
lottbat  was  perfeA  and  compleat  both  in  her  beauty,  and  in  her 
fornication  and  wickednefle.  The  word  likewife  (ignifieth 
rottenneffe^  corruption  and  conhimption:  fb  indeed  arc  all 
things  in  the  world ;  as  foone  u  they  ^ow  to  any  perfeftiong 
theyl>egin  to  decline  quickly  to  corruption.  All  things  but  fpiri* 
tuall  doe  fo^they  indeed  grow  ftiU  higher  and  higher. 

This  G9mer  we  will  take  rather  in  the  fecond  acceptation  of 
it^as  it  fignifieth  rottennefle  and  confiimption. 
Who  was  this  Gomer  f 
She  was  the  dauihter  ofDHUim. 

The  (ignification  of  that  is  {"according  to  ibme)  one  that 
dwelleth  in  the  defartj  in  reference  to  that  famous  defiutD*^ 
/^A,ofwhichwereade-E«^ib^'  X4-  noting  the  way  of  Idda- 
ters>  that  they  were  wont  to  goe  into  woods  and  defartfe^  and 
there  to  facriHce  to  their  Idols. 

But  rather,  according  to  moft,  Ditl^m  fignifieth  bundles  of 
dry  ed  figs,that  were  the  delicacies  of  thole  times,  lb  Oec^ldmpn^ 
dit4ij^  from  which  he  harh  this  note* 

That  rottennefle  and  corruption  proceedcth  from  voluptuous 
pleafures,from  delicacies>and  the  like.  Though  the  plealiiresof 
theflefla  beverycontentfidltoyou^  yet  deftruftioo  is  the  fruit 
of  them;  deftmftion  is  the  daughter  of  fenfual  pleafures  and  de* 
lights^of  all  your  delicacies^fo  iaith  the  fcripture,  R^m.  8. 1 3 .  7f 
jou  live  after  thefleJbj§mJba^'lJii<.  Phil,  3.  vlt.  whofe  Godtd  their 
heltj^whife  end  is  defiruEiion. 

Butto  apply  it  to  Ifrael.  Ifnul  was  as  Garner  the  daughteroF 
Diilaim,  that  is,  the  people  of  Jjrael  were  nowncaretode- 
ftniftion,  and  were  the  daughters  of  (eiiftiallddightSj  they  gave 
over  themfelves  to  fenfiwll  dcSghts  and  pleafiires. 

It 
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It  is  the  ufiiall  wayof  Idolatera,  chafe  ehtt  forfakc  the  true 
worfljipofGfxlto  give  up  themfelves  o  the  pleafures  of  the 
flefli.  Seniuality  and  Idolatry  doe  ufaally  goe  together. 
When  the  people  of  Ifrael  faaificed  to  the  calves,  what  did  they? 
Thejapeanddranke^dudrcftuftofUy,  that  was  all  their  work, 
and  good  enoi^h  for  the  worjfniping  of  fudi  a  god,  a  calfe« 

You  know  the  more  we  began  to  decline  in  the  worftijp  of 
God, we  be^  to  be  fb  much'the  more  fenfiiall,  there  mull  be'Pro- 
clamation.to  people  to  take  their  fports  and  deliehts  upon  the 
Lotds  day ;  And  indeed,  it  is  that  which  doth  ufuallyiiccon:  pany 
defeftion  in  the  way  of  Gods  worfhip.  Falfe  worfhip  doth  not 
lay  fuch  bonds  upon  mens  conftiences  for  the^  mortifying  the 
littboftheflefli,  as  the  worfhip  of  God  doth.  'Therefore  thofc 
men  thatlove  moft  to  take  liberty  to  tke  flefh^  they  are  thofe  th^tt 
are  (boneft  enticed  to  wayes  of  fiiperftitioCis  worftiip. 

Jerfm.z^fi.thstc  J^^mj  fectethout'the  ftatcofthofenaighty 
Jews  that  were  in  Captivity  by  that  Similitude  ofabaskft  ofroi- 
^«»jJf/,rutabletothis,  and  the  more  confirming  this  interpretati- 
on, that  Ifrael  yf2i^  as  Corner  pheddughter  ofDiblaimy  that  is,rot- 
t^nneffejtbe  dai^ter  of fen&s^ity. 

.    TJjuSfforthcmothar.  But  now  the,  fon  that  is  begotten  of  this 
mother,  it. is ;/^*r*f/.  :  -  ^ 

Cdli  his  name  JezreeL 

The  Prophet  ittuft  ^ve  a  name  to  his  fon-  It  is  that  which  be- 
loi^ethta  Parents,  to  give  names  to  their  children.  Godfathers 
and  Gpdmotheas  ("as  they  call  them )  are  of  no  ufe  for  this,  or  for 
any  thing  elfe  that  I  know ;  and  in  fuch  holy  things  as  Sacraments 
are,*  we  niMft  take  heed  of  bringing  in  any  unufefull,  any  idle 
things. 

But  here  we  are  to  inquire,  JFirft,  the  fignification  of  this 
namp)  Secondly.,the  reafon  why  the  fon  ofHofea  muft  be  called 
bythisiiame>7^4^rr/.  You&all  find  a  great  deale  in  this  be- 
fore we  have  done  with  it.  , 

For  the  ^tCxyle^eel  fignifies  the  (battered  of  the  Lord. 

Tor  the  iecond,  there  are  five  reafons  may  be  given  ^vhy  the 
fonne  of  this  Ptoflhet  muft  have  this  name  put  upcMi  him^^ul. 

Firft,that  hereby  God  might  (hew  that  he  did  intend  to  a- 

vcnge  that'biood  that  was  ihedinitfwr/.  .  ... 

t      ^'       "        '   '        •  F  ••'  "'        ' Se- 
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S^eondly^  to  (hew  thtt  Jfr^l  htd  l«ft  the  honour  of  his 
mme^  and  wts  no  more  IfrMii.bat  leveil.  There  (eemeth  fo  be 
moeh  neerneflc  between  the  name  l/hMe/jundlezr^t^  but  there 
it »  great  deale  of  diflference  in  the  fi^Uicacion,  for  I/rMi  i$  one 
efMt  prevaUeth  with  God^  the  Arengrh  of  the  JLoid  $  le^rtci 
isonethttisfeatcered  by  the  Lord*  IJf'^i  had  loft  the  honour 
of  Ms  name. 

Many  oisNlive  the  honour  of  their  names  &  reptttotianr.  Thefe 
ten  Tru^s  are  no  aiore  worthy  to  becalled  fay  the  name  of  Ifi 
r^^/^thclr  faonousTrogenitor^  bat  now  iMmr/^  theicafttred  of 
the  Lord, 

Thtidly,  Uju^I,  to  fliew  the  Way  that  God  intended  to 
bring;  juikement  upon  theie  ten  Tr»es.  And  what  was  it  > 
The  way  (nould  be  by  (eattering^God  would  (catre r  them. 

It  is  a  /peeiall  way  of  Gods  bnnring  /udgment  upon  a.king» 
dolqe^  by  fcatterit^pf  them.  We  reade^  that  when -M^^mI^ 
(« w  thedeftru^ion of  jihsb  and  hi|»eo]»le he  had  this ▼ifion^ 

ing ;  A  fcattering  among  our  iclves  injwtyes  ^divilion^and  a 
ieatceringby  the  enemy  one  from  anotherto  MtSx  our  lives. 
The  one  part  of  this  judgement  (the  Lord  be  mereituUtooiJ 
is  upon  us  already^  and  m  this  fenA  we  may  he  ealled  lezreeL 
Oh  how  1$  our  Klng^bme  divided  1  how  is  h  fiaitteved>  The 
Lord  keep  usfpom  the  other  lbttcrifie,that  we  be  not  Aatteeed 
oneftom  another  by  being  fbfced  tofly  for  our  lives  before  the 
enemy.  ItM/uftwithG^tltatirwcfeatterottrftlvQ|(lnfi41y 
by  way  of  divifion^thafGod  Aioidd  featter  us  in  his  wvath  tcHHv 
d^ilTi|dioq,bygivin|;  usup  to  our  eqemics.Ifwelove  fcattering,. 
j4we  delight  in  diylfionj  we  may  foon  havefeatteringenongh^ 
threr  e  ipav  Toon  bediviflons  farre  eiiough  ope  Asom  anotto. 

4.  Call  his  name  U^^ljto  note  that  the  Lord  woiUd  ftatter 
them  even  ipths^t  vecy  place  Mrher;^  they  did  moftglory^  as 
they  did  in  the  valley  and  oityof/#«^«i^tl^ 
that  place  (ssyou  ihali  here  al^erwapd)  But  God  woold  ftatter 
them  even  ^  that  place  in  which  thev  did  fo  Vttch  bodft. 

And  lafUy,  h^tely  becsafe  the  Lord  w<M}ld  henby  (hew 
tlMit  he  would  curoc  the&  conceits  and  appiehenfloos  that  they 
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mishehftvfoftlicinldveitqmterlieoonrrtfywif.  AfthuSt/^^-^ 

DPr/ytt  figntBetb  indeed  ftacccred  of  the  Lord^  ic  fianifitfhaUb 

the  feed  of  the  Lord^  or  ibwen  of  the  Lord ;  and  io  the  J twt 

-were  ceiuly  totskethe  mme  Itveel^  and  would  be  content  to 

oAvn  it,  becaufe it  lignified  the  feed  of  G^d;  iUidhenceit  eoii>* 

methta^ifyicatteted  too>  becauTethatfcedistobefistttetcd 

iwhcQ  it  if  ibwen :  fytui  hence  it  was'f  hat  they  might  glory  fo 

iwchiiithfttminc.  OhJ  they  wenrthe  feed  of  the  Lon!»  inan 

sdii£i|gconditioiis  asbein^  fowDt  by  the  hand  of  GodU^ 

No^  &ithGod>yduaresm(UkeDyIteDotcdiyoa/ara^fifosi 

a9y  fiieh  teroieajbecaufir  yoa  aie  i«wn  of  m€>  but  qofie  the  other 

\May,  hecaufe  you  (hall  be  ftattcsolandcooietobccdeAaog^eJ 

by  me. 

ItiatJiettfiiallW^ofGodtotumethQfe  things  wbkfc  men 
take  ^ar|muneat$  foe  their  cocnfe^  Hmmm 

who  9iMe  fiicM  wiiiteepcetatjm  oi  the  aftknof  j^^ 
hsnto  the bai»qu£t  alone  with  the  Kng^theeruebia  the  right  liv 
ttrproiatiQfiofichadhettithatJtMratahis  dtftnifbon  jaadfe 
het  e,»whoreaftthey  wkA^m/kitimii  mlmnmimhrn^lnand^ 
astbit  they  were  ihc^nod^  thef^wen  of  the  loidi  the  txurintert* 
peeiqtton  itthatitHqgrtKthaiaMredoi'theiAFd. 

M  ihefe  five  leatbna  you.  have  dther  10  thefleamesofthe 
nasQEie^^  witHI^^iT^^^  oihif  wUeinthc  wonirthai  fblldw 
aftcf . 

UMMiW wecMi«  tatltf  Wf^cfi mbamaiBe  i&th^ 
ture;  And  thefe  fbure  queftions  are  of  great  ure,  and  wittteinl 
iinKhn>e^6«Mtipfik. 
%i  Whflii»t*i%**Mflf*^ir«r<lli«Gi>d.Witt%^wtfr? 

Ii»affjtidal^  mA&i/ik9mmiimgci4hfi^^ 
hnaeof^Aiif 

\iikik.  P  2  The 
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>  The  words  are  read  I  jiippofe  ordioarily ,  and  paft  ever  as  if 
there  wcTc  little  in  them,but  you  (hall  finde  thatthere  is  much  of 
the  mindeof  God  held  out  to  us  in  them.  • 

For  the  firft  then,  What  was  the  blood  of  kxrtet  that  here 
God  threatntth  to  avenge  ? 

You  may  reade  the  Hiftory  of  it,  in  2  King.  Chap^  9, 10, 1 1 , 
("for  the  way  of  opening  the  Prophets  is  to  compare  them  with 
the  Scriptures  that  went  bebre)  reade  ihofe  Chapters  and  yoa 

.  fliall  finde  what  this^lood  was.  It  was  the  blood*  of  the  houfc 
didhatj  t  he  blood  of  ir^^f/^t  he  blood  of  the70.ribns  ofAhM^^ 
wbofc  heads  the  Elders  of  U^neel  fent  to  lehn  in  baskets* 
This  was  the  blood  that  was  Aied  here  in  th;s  place, which  God 
(tith  he  will  avenge. 

I  .  God  will  certainly  avengeblood ,  and  if  God  wil  avenge  the 
blood  of  yf  64^,  he  wilfurely  avenge  the  blood  of  AM*^  if  the 
bloodof  7i?/^^^/^  then  furely  the  bbod  of  Sarah ;  if  the  blood 
of  Idolaters,  then  the  blood  ot  his  Saints.  Oh  what  vengeance 
thendothhang  over  that  Antichrift,  forall  the  blood  of  the 
Satntsthat  hath  beene  fpilt  by  him  1  the  (carlet  whore  hath  dyed 
her  felfe  with  this  blood,  yea  and  vengeance  wil  come  for  efaait . 
blood  that  hath  beene  Aiedofourbretnrens  in  Ireland  upon  any; 
whofbeverhave  beene  in«}rumentals  in  it  great  or  fmall :  Cer- 
tainly the  righteous  God  wil  not  fuffer  that  wicked  and  horrid^ 
worke  to  goe  unavengcd,even  here  upon  the  earth.  Let  us  wait  * 
a  while  and  wee  niay  live  to  fee  that  time  wherein  it  ftial)  net 
onely  bee  (aid  by  the  voice  of  faith  ,  but  by  the  voict  ol 
fenfe  it  felfe.     Verily  there  is  a  Go-d  thatjudgeth  the  earth. » . 

But  why  wil  God  avet^  tlie  blood  of  leweet  upon  tlieimie 
of  JehM?  ... 

Indeed  this  to  an  outward  view  at  firft  1$  tjH\e  ofthe  flrrangeft 
things  we  have  ia  all  thcl)6dk^  of  ^Sod.  If  yon  ooinpatie  this 
[dace'heit  in  Hcf§4>^  witJvckher^  Scriptureitf,  ^ou  ftiaft  linde  thai! 
iti'is  a  Rrange  thing  that  everitihould  bee  faid  that  the  Lord 
wodd  avenge  the  Modd  of  i^^^/  upon  the  Koiifeof?7eW  For 
iti  2 -X0^J9.7.i  you  fliall  fieidethat  Mi^  W^s^noitioed  by  tfae^ 
L^d<^  purpofe  for  that  ^ftijKi,  to  flied  iMif  blbo^i  k  ^dcf'beiuid 
a  command  from  God,  he  was  bidden  to  goeandOi^iiiji'and 
the  holy  oyle  was  poured  bpon  him,  for  thater^  tbdt  toe^hiight 

ihed 

Digitized  by  LjOOQli 


the PrpfkefieofVi  o  s  e  a. 


37 


(hed  that  blaod;yet  now  this  blood  muft  be  avenged,&  aven|€d 
upon  ththsy^itoiUhH.^ttChaf.  i  o.v,3o.You  Ihaliindc  thttGod 
(aith  becaufe  he  had  done  fuch  a  things  and  (hed  the  blood  of 
the  houfe  Q^Ahdb  in  Jezreet,  that  he  would  reward  him  for  it, 
and  that  his  children  to  the  fourth  generation  (hould  lit  u^jen 
the  throne  of  Jfraei  and  govern  that  kingdome;  Now  that 
wkicK  JfhH  was  anointed  to  do,that  which  he  was  command- 
ed to  doe,  that  for  which  God  afterward  rewarded  him  for 
doing ;  now  God  fayeth  he  will  avenge  it,  and  avenge  it  upon 
his  houfe.  What  (hould  be  the  reafon  ot  this  ? 

There  are  three  reafofts  why  God  would^vengetfaii^blood 
upon  the  houfe  of /^/^i^'f  :'     . 

Firft,  Becaufe  though  lehut  did  it,  yet  he  rather  looked  at 
hitnfeUe  and  his  own  ends  than  at  God  in  it,  hisayme  was  to 
get  the  kingdometo  himfelfe,  but  he  never  .aymed  at  God  in 
the  workc,.  therdforc  God  fayeth  he  will  avenge  it  tiponhis 
houfe.  .  "• 

Secondly,  Beaaufe  though  he  did  that  which  God  fet 
him  about,  yet  he  did  it  butby  haUes.  Indeed  he  deftroyed^- 
luUhs  hdaki  but  he  fhould  havedcftroyed.  ^i&^^x  Idolatry  too^ 
but  he  did  not  doe  tjiatf  and  therefore ai^w  God  commeth  up^ 

QDilim*     .  '"■•'. 

Yea  Thirdly,  though  he  were  made  Ahats  executkper 
foe  his  Idolatry,  yet  he  proved  Ahahs  fvicceflbr  in  his  Idolia«^. 
try...  He  Was  Cioda rod  in  puoi/hing  Ahftfi^  but  he  yet  continued, 
in  th«  finjtJies  \\i^}4hab  did  <?ojn0jit  j  therefore  now.  God 
fayeth  ,^  A?  wiM  ^f^nge-the  ffkod  of  lei^4  ffpn  the  kvufi  of 

from  heike  vfC.hay^  mpft  excellent  obfervatioos  that  doe 
fprmg  xiitbraUy)!^  a  tountaineb^bbleth  uf)  .fre(h>  and  fpringing 
:W4S<Co  l  will- but  pi)ely  Oi?\y.tb^qitp  yon  .and  fopaffe. them 

l,fifl^  ;  J-haiatmsyi. may  doe  that  w^ferk^  commaodetb, 
aiKd  yet  r^ot  obey  God.  Hec  may  dqethat  whicb  Cod  would 
hUvedo^,.  a(nd  yet  not  pleafe  God-  He^aydoe  what  Gpd 
rfiq!Wfitl^;i^pdjetfeve.himfeif^  .  ; 

:ift^OBdly,;  AcarnaUbeartiscontentiedtqgofoUrrejoG^ods 
Cq9Wfi^Bd$  as  wiU  fcrve  hi?  o)vn  tftrpej,  ;but  th«r3e!he.ft«>Bt 
'^ F  j    '' peth. 
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pedi.  So  farre  as  inieht  ferve  the  bringing  up  eft  lihm  totlie 
Crovirn<of^^?v<0/,tot^efettrngofhiinMthe  Throne,  Ibhuit 
hceoctbinthewtyof  Gods  conmand,  but  tefbrthcr*  Such  a 
heart  is  like  to  the  hand  of  arafti«  diaU  lApmrearaftiedian 
hath  the  hand  ftand  ("as  now^at  to.aftheCldck,coiiieandl)Mk 
upon  it  nowanditfcemethtogorighty  but  it  is  net  from  aii^ 
'ttiwacxl  riekt  feme  ot  the  clonic  it  doth  fo,  but  by  acckicnc  \  for 
ftaytili  after  ten  and  come  again  at  eleven  or  twelve  aiidk 
ftarKlcth  ftiU  as  beforeat  ten.  So  let  God  eemflund  any  thing 
that  may  hit  with  a  mans  owne  ends,  with  his  owne  w»)r,  aM 
be  futable  to  hiin,and  a  man  feen^es  to  be  very  obedient  to  Ged; 
but  let  Godpoeon  further  and  require  fome  thing  eUe,  femr 
thing  that  will  not  fenre  his  tume,  that  will  not  agree  whk  his 
owneends^and  hereGod  may  feeke  for  a  fervant,  as  ler  him  he 
will  ^  HO  farther. 

Thirdly,  GbdknowethhowtomakeufeofaMnapafCeaand 
abilities ,and  yet  to  puni(h  them  for  their  wickedneilenotwi^ 
ihnding*  tern  was  a  man  of  an  excellent,  brare,  ifa)iane»  and 
quick  (pirit.  Kill  ofaf^ivity  and  courage,  and  God  WQ»kd  make 
ufis  of  this  fev  the  defl  niAionof  t  he  hoofe  c^jth^kifttJfkm  amik 
nee^cepe.  Many  men  that  bateexeelfent  partsofleaimlnf  aaul 
ftate  policiejwhich  God  may  make  ufe  of  for  the  j^ullingdown 
his  proud  ad  verfarie5,yet  God  may  pimi(h  th^n^  afterward  not* 
witfaflanding*  Many  that  have  but  wei^ke  part&and  ean  debut 
Uttle>(haUbe«cceptedefGod;andethersthiithaveftrongpat«i* 
and  can  doe  miicb,(haU  be  puniflied  by  God.  We  read  *?•».  t%, 

rprath  ivere poured  forth  upon  the  earth  •  men  may  be  ufcful-WiMr 
thepiiblike,aniyet  not  l^eed  from  the  wrath  of  God. 

fourthly,  TheLor^kneweshowtomakeiir^ofthe  fiipMa 
of  vipticfcedrnen  for  hiatowne  er^s^tolurtbef  hif  ownvdouoMsb 
yet  no  excufe  to  them.but  his  curfc  will  come  upon  them  atlai^ ' 
tor  theJb  finnes.  God  Imoweth  how  to  mak^  ufe  kf  the  ^Ud 
heart  aniambitious  (pmtof  bhn  for  thatend  tehiUfiUhispuv^ 
pc^eagaibft  thehouftof  ./#ihi^,  and  yet  afttrwai^tf  whenGeJf 
hath  done  withhto,hecometfr  agakift  toh$$  withalndgemeet*  • 
Tiier<?  *te  many  whofeleiftsbein^  flfrongye^Godovep-irtdeth 
them-foF  W«felfe-,and  over^powreth  them  lor  the  fiiMhe»fie^ 

_    ^    ^        of 
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of  hi^ OWQ  ends*  Many  a  fekoUer  whodirpi^h the  mtctt  pride 
of  his  iietrt  will  ftudy  hard  and  preach  very  often  and  well ; 
Godmakes  ufe  of  that  for  the  good  of others^andyet  theMintfter 
may  be  damned  himfelta. 

A  fifth  Obftrvation.God  may  femecimet  reward  a  worke 
heveui  this  watldf,.  yet  may  eurfe  a  Buin  for  the  workc  af- 
terward. Many  there  are  that  do  (bme  outward  fervicefbr 
God> and  perhaps  rejoycc  in  k,  and  think  that  God  muft  needs 
accept  ofthem  >  what  they  i  they  have  been  excellent  men  in 
the  common^wealthythe^  have ftood  for  MinifterSj  they  have 
been  forward  in  a  good  caiiie.  Well,  thou  haft  done  thefe ;  hath 
not  God  rewarded  thee)  haft  thoa  not  health  of  body^  and 
ftrength  )  look  upon  thy  eftate>  trt  not  thoa  bleftd  there  ?  look 
upon  thy  table^  thy  wife  and  cbildren^rt  not  thou  bldled  there? 
Thou  haft  thy  ptny  for  what  then  haft  dove.  But  yet  after  thou 
haft  hid  thy  \9gf  here  in  this  vrorldfer  whftt  thou hiaft  dono>God 
msy  curfe  thee  herrafter  even  for  the  finfidneireol  thw  heart  in 
that  work  which  lt>r  the  mitttcr  of  |t  was  good.  God  may  le* 
ward  thee  tor  the  matter  of  thy  w«rk,b«t  cme  thee  fdr  die  manr 
neroflt. 

6.  If  la'a  moft  dan^eus  thln^  fi^r  men  to  liib/eA  the  works 
of  God  to  their  own  bafe  ends  J  SpedalhrthepubliqueMro^ 
ofGed^whenamanlscalledtopuhli^  Krvioes,  if  be  fuh/ed 
that  tp  his  own  bafe  eads^  God  wUl  be  furo  to  be  even  with  him 
lor  that.  The  more  eiioeUent  aQy  wofltis,  the  n^ore  dangenons 
iris  lioilib/eA  it  to  a  luft-  It  \%  an  evili thing  to  make  oft  of 
meat,  and  diinki  ind  blotfc  io  be  fervicaabSeti^our  lofts  \  bot  to 
8itke  ttf^  ofifhe  great  works  of  God ,  &ppQf#  he  calLua  ta  pub- 
Ucjueftfvtcee,  Kp  make  thefe  ftoop  an4  be  ikrviccable  to  y(w 
baleliiftli  Biuft  needs^bc  grievous  ind^d.It  is  a  thingaocaiuitid 
huitfteii  ci^ugh  for  the  b|ftftArv«nt that  ir^  to  be  -feiviomfalq  to 
femcbafeluftof  hismafttri  but  tf  iih(l  iiikift«rai4Si^ 
W^fatvleeable  to  his  fUthy  unoleam^>  oh  what  a  viVany 
iRNire  that  4.  So  I  fty,  the  grettrc  the  ihli^  is  any  id}u^  makes  ^ 
vieeable  to  hb  loftf  the  morio  vile  and  the  more  dling^foua  is  the 
fin.   Hearken  to  this  yoQ  that  are  9|0ifb|pMiorK^i§ion.  The 
dt^nk«fd,heiMhesb4^fcwiMabktohiiluft^  andb^  fluUhfc 
dasoied  for  that!  (nik  you  make  ihe  worflftii^  olOoct  Brajrer,. 
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and  betting,  and  tafting Ac«  (erviccabk  to  your  lufts»  oh  whit 
fiulbedomeot  yott!  Abafe  wretch  that  (ittethtipling  intn  Ale- 
houfc,y on  account  vile>but  it  is  but  a  pdorcreature that  hcfiibjefts 
to  his  bafe  lu(l:l)ut  a  Miniftcr  or  aMagiftratefubjciStsthingsof  a 
highernaturc  to  their  liifts,  oh  this  is  exceeding  vile.  We  had 
weed  (my  brethren)  all  pray  earncCUy  for  thofe  whom  God  im^ 
ployeth  in  publiquc  works,that  they  may  not  only  haveftrength 
to  aHiHthem^  and  liiccetle  in  them  »  but  that  they  may  have 
hearts.togiveGod  all  the  glory  of  thepi;  for  though  they  may 
doc  never  (o  worthily  for  God  in  the  Church  or  in  the  Com- 
mon-wealt  b,y  ec  if  they  be  not  careful  to  give  God  all  the  glory, 
Govi  will  curfe  them  at  laft  notwithftanding. 

Vucther,     lehfk  doth  fomewhat  wWch  God  commanded 
him,  but  notqlKWelearne  from  hertee,  that  when  but  halfe 
the  worke^is  done, CSodcucfeth  the  whole  lor  ourn^lcftof 
the  other  halfe.    I  remember  Mafter  Calvin  upon  this  place, 
likenethMiir  unto  King  Benrj  the  eighth :  H^wjiitthe  eighth, 
^ith  hee ,  caft  .ofFibmc  degree  of  popeiy  fo  far  as  would  ierve 
hisowntume,. but  there  were  the  five  Articles  in  force  ftill, 
for  which  many  fuffered  at  that  time  ;  and  fo  he  was  like 
Ubtt  in  that.  God  will  be  ferved  with  the  whole  I^art ,  tqrali 
our  good  is  in  God,  and  therefore  all  our  hearts  muft  make  out 
atterGod.  God  muffc  have  perfed  obedience  in}the  defire  and 
endeavour,  or  elfc  he  will  have  none.    Certainly  that  which 
vEsA  makeany  man  acceptable,  it  is  not  fo  much  that.there  \% 
fomewhatdone,  but  is  there  that  which  God  calleth  for  done? 
orisitdonetnre^rd  of  the  endeavour?  fot  that  indeed  wfll 
4)e  i(cceptabk;though  we  caiuiot  doe  all  at  once,  but  ]k  we  bring 
fomewhat  tofSodlas  a  part,  and  acknowledge  the  debt  as  the 
xyfLole^aiidfoiareworkij:^  for  the  other,  it  Wil  be  accepted.  A| 
fdpl^bfeainanjswsyduone  hundred  pounds  andbringeth  yoi; 
bQtii%[pDDiid  in  p^  of  payment,  vet  if  he  acknowledeeihe 
refl:>nd  ptx>mife  thf  payment  of  it,ijt  you  know  he  wil  beTaitb* 
lull  in  the  payment  of  the  other  j^ou  will  accept  of  it .:  But  if  a 
man  bring: you  feurefcore  pound  in  liewofally  you  will  not  ac- 
cept it;    SoitJs  here,  Hypocritcs^they  fay  they  cannpt  beper- 
feftinthtswftrl4  ahdfo  thinke  tojput  off  God  with  a  little^ 
it  is  true;,  if  thou  hadft  an  upright  hearty  and  djdft  briqg  God  but 
' \ '  part 
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part  and  labotnreft  after  the  whole  y  he  would  accept  it ;  But  if 
thou  brinj^Ib  him  ten  times  more  then  a  fincere  heart  can  bring 
him.  It  wil  nqt  be  atceDtable^  no  not  ninety  nine  pounds  wii  be 
accepted  if  brought  in  uead  of  the  whole*  God  muft  have  a  mail 
accordmg  to  his  own  hearty  fuch  an  one  as  D^id,  you  know 
whit  was  faidof  ZX^t^fi/,7  havefounds  mun  fifw  mj  9Wn  hearty 
ih^tfiailfulfU  all  my  wihykoi  (o  the  words  are  in  the  Originally 
not  allmj  ypiJJMt  all  my  mh,in  the  plural  numben 

Again^  lehu  iid  but  htlfe»ftnd  the  worO:  half e  too,  and  there'- 
fore  God  commeth  upon  Jiirn^  l^or  the  great  care  of  l^hnyfut 
endy  to  reforme  things  in  the  State  and  Kingdodse  ^.aqd  there* 
fore  that  indeed  he  did  throughly  >  h«e  altered  the  way  of  go- 
vemement  from  the  houie  of  ^M ,  and  fet  up  another  go- 
iremmeot.  But  torthemattetoftheworftupot  Godhecared 
not  what  became  of  that,  fiill  thecalvcs  oontimicd  in  Z^m  and 
Bethel^hctookcno  carethatthepeo|pk0f  ifrdetOxoidd  goeup 
to  IfrufaUm ,  the  place  that  God  oad  a];>poi»ted  to  worship 
him  inaright  way*  This  is  that  for  which  God  thus  curfed 
him  /and  his  bode.  It  is  a  very  evill  thing  in  Refor^ 
mers  who  have  power  in  theirhsnds^tobcemare  carefuU  ^ 
the  State  then  otthe  Church  •  to  be  more  carefuUofafialicesin 
civill  policies  than  of  affiiires  in  Religion*  who  are  afraid  to  tne* 
die  with  Religion,  for  feare  of  hinderanteS  in  their  cii^il  po^ 
licie,tobeibtimetousin  fearing  difiurbancesin  civil  policies 
that  thqr  wil  facrifice  Religion  for  it »  and  let  that  goe which 
way  it  will  t  This  is  an  evil  thingand  a  bitter.  Or  if  tbqr  doe 
reforme  inthe  Churchy  yet  toi^tome  onely  that  which  isno*^ 
torioufly  evill  and  vilejfofar  lehu  wem,he  dcftroyedthc?  Pricfts 
ofiSifii/ibQt  noitbc  Prieftsof  Dm  zxkA.Betheh  the  Idols  of 
BMi  were  deft^ed  ^JoOt  the  Idots  of  Hm  and  BtthtL  xrere 
kept  ftitt/  ltisdiefpe^chofthe:^hilo<bpherjnhisPoUti(Cpie9» 
when  he myeth fcmle of policit. 

Firft,  the  care  of  Divinethings  rnnft  be^  and  that  is  the  bed 
policies  Politicians  mttft  tmftGodin  thcway  of  PoUciej  and 
rikecareof  Divine  things  fitfti  ?f€«,*ndgdeto  a^hrbugh  Rcr 
fbrmationteoifoti^i^didfMiethingJiiRcllgion)  fakit^kfio?- 
rherthingsjthfefefett  Goddtffed  Um»      >  • 

Men  muft  take  heed  of  betr«yilift  of  faai^iiig  thc.€aufe«| 
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God  for  (he  noaintcnancc  of  State  Policy ;  let  them  be  never  fo 
excellent  in  their  way, yet  if  they  doe  thus,  God  will  bUft  them. 

Yet  fBrthcr,/^fri»  fa  w  the  danger  of  that  wicked  &  abominable 
tin  of  Idolatry  in  others^but  he  could  not  fee  it  in  himfelf.  ffidi 
feast  (faid  he  to  Uram)  fi  iong  m  the  whvreJemt  rftbj  mother 
Uzjebel centimte  f  What  peace  ?  Then  what  peace  lehm^ Oolong 
aslhewhoredomesofirrael  continue  afterwards?  This  ia or- 
dinary (my  brethren)  for  men  to  fee  a  great  dcale  of  evill  nd 
•danger  in  th^  finncs  of  others  ^  but  wMn  they  (hoald  come  to 
themfelves^tobebiindetbere;  to  inveigh  againft  tbefinnesof 
other  men,  when  they  ftem  to  be  tar  onftom  tfaem^or  that  they 
cannot  make  ufe  of  them  ;  but  when  they  can  make  ufe  ot  them, 
then  to  embrace  them.Thus  it  was  with  Sml^  he  was  exc^* 
ing  fevere  againft  Witch-crafty  the  Witches  ia  Ifrael  mod  be 
put  to  death ;  But  when  SmI  had  u(e  of  a  Witch  for  his  lufl|  he 
himieife goethto the  Witch  of  Endor. 

In  the  tenth  place,  7/ib  thought  by  retaining  the  calves  in 
Danaod  Bethel,  to  preierve the  Kingdomtohispoftertty  ,  and 
thiJs  proved  the  mine  of  his  pofterity.  Thole  wayes  of  ftnfull 
poficy  by  which  many  think  to  raife  their  houfes  or  themielvjeSi 
arcthcmeancsof  the  luineefthcm*  He  $hat  waiki  ttfrighi^, 
wslkijkrelj. 

Laflly,7^^iir  doth  thus,  and  God  puni(heth/riEriy  becaufe  hee 
conttnueth  in  the  iame  finne  that  Abah  was  puniflied  for.  This 
is  of  excellent  ufe,  fpecially  to  Magiftrates;  and  mdeed  it  is  a 
dreadhiU  place  to  Magiftrates,  if  confidered  of.  Let  them  who 
are ufed to  punifli  the iinsof  others,  take  heed  what  they  doe, 
left  xhfy  be  found  guilty  themfelvcs ;  for  ifthey  he  found  £uihy, 
God  willplague  them,  as  ifthey  did  the  greateft  <fft  of  ioi^icc 
that  can  be :  As  for  infl:ance,  Suppofe  a  Magiftrttfc  (hould  take 
away  the  li&  of  a  man  lawfully  for  that  whicbGaid  w.ould  have 
him  take  ic  away :  yet  if  this  Magiftrate  fhoujd  be  guilty  of  the 
fiimefio,  or  that  which  axnoonteth  to  thefiimc  fin,  God  will 
avenge  himlclfe  upon  this  Magiftrate  as  upon  aMurtfiercr;  as 
^rc^God  revengeth  Mmfelfe  upon  the  houf^  of  7rir«  as  for  mur- 
thcTiyetir^if  wataMagiftrice,  and  this  was  commanded  ir&« 
by  God  himfelfe*  So  %|>ofe  a  Magiftrate  fine  a  man  for  any  c- 
i^ill^  and  that  juftij,  yet  if  he  be  guilty  of  the  fame  himfelf e/Jod 
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wiUdcakwiththisMagtftraceasif  herobbtfdby  the  Ji^hwty 
fid^andtook  ftvraiy  a  mans  money  by  violciKe.  It  )M  ftpptr^Qt 
out  of  the  Text^  Certainly  my  brethren,  therefore  great  wrath 
and  vengeance  hanfeth  over  the  head  of  wMked  Magiltrates. 
All  this  you  learns  hom  wh|t  iihere  laid;  that  (j«^  mi  avenge 
theiUudaf]ciretimf0ntbt  hnffetfjehut  upon  the  inquiring 
iprothereaionofit* 

And  he  will  doe  this  upon  the  hooft  ofi^A^  (that  ia  the  third 
CJaeftion.) 
yffhttitthebetfe^lehmt 

That  is  his  poftqrttv,  his  family  that  was  to  fuccced.  And 
indeed  it  was  to  the  fourth  genqwtien  till  God  came  anioft 
him,  (as  we  (hall  heareby  and  by)  GodfoUoweth  widcea  men 
to  the  third  and  burtb  generation. 

.  The  poftcrityoftheof^odly»$eciaUy  Idolaters,  Qiatl^Rfler: 
for  their  fathers  (in.  It  iis  very  obfervable  what  you  have  in  the 
fecond  Commandement^  that  God  in  naother  doth  threaten  tke 
finefthefmhersHfonthechiUbren^  but  intliQ  fieend  Cemmande^, 


What  is  the  reafen  of  this .' 

(That  Como^andement  f^iddeth  laoages)  Bccaofe  yciir 

IfiiI>erftitious  worfliipersofallmen  are  ftrengthned  by.thetr»* 
dition  of  their  fathers.  Ohour  Others  dM  t&ks  and  thils^  and 
wbat  AuU  we  be  wifer  then  pur  fi^re-ikthers  I  We  havcQp^  a, 
;  company  of  up-ftart  menj  and  they  will  be  ¥f\b%  then  their  An^ 
ceftors.  Bccaaie£i|^erftitii>ws  w'e^ 
aiuch  in  that  way  upon  their  fi^thers*  thereforeit  is  t4iat  in  that, 
very  Commandment  ^^ainft  making  and  worfliiping  of  Ima«- 
g^^God  thi^e^tneth  to  yifit  tbejm  ef the  fathers  upen  theehiUren^ 
apd  in  no  other. 

What,  •  the  hoofc  of  uhit^^^eixttlehu  was  dead  I  tow  qio, 
thatbe? 

.  VcSjSS  a  Prince  that  hath  to  doe  with  two  Traitors>  bothof 
tjhem  have  deft^yed  death ,  but  the  Prince  is  enclined . to  ihe w 
mctcy^  tn^i^jsupft  the  one  t|y;r^  G9mmeth  thijs^ccuiation^this 
mansfather  was^  Trajrtoc,  aod  hi^griuid-fatheCi  and  hisgr;at 
grand-^ather  were  tray  tors :  Nay  then  let  hint  die ,  Outh  the 
Prince.  But  now  th^othpr  that  is  guilty  of  as  aiuch  as  this^ 
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manwasi  yet  it  is  told  the  Kii^  Sir,  Thismtns  fadwrlMch 
done*erett<k«l*<rfcxceU«ntfcfvioeforthe  Cwwnon-weahh, 
tiitfre  WM  never  inyot  hit  hoafchutwereloy«ll.This  man  now 
i,fo«red,thoughhc<»efervethde«h,  «?**??**y2»«*;^\«*J« 
ofrtiefetnetrcafonjtftdtlieKiBjfisjaftintfcis.  /ttidfetliefiift 
doanmay  beitidtodiefcrhisfatbers  fin,  that  i^  be  iboald  not 
have  been  executed  if  his  Fore-ftthersrhad  netbeen  inttieftnlt. 
take  heed  #h«t  you  doe  in  thecoarfe  «ly«v  Kwrs,  (iAjtta 
;  regard  not  your  feWes,  yet  for  your  chUdrens  fike>  «h^  yo« 
may  notleavca  curfe  behind  you  upon  the  offfpnng  of  your 
fei«s,«j4ftuit6f  y«>taf  i»winbs  j  te(*  upon  thena,  pity  «hem. 
ThoiKli  youyoor  ftlves  may  efcape  in  tMsWorld ,  yet  yon  «ay 
leawtheinhcrifance  ot  your  fin»  unta  yonr  children.    Pity 
your  children,  that  they  may  not  have  caufc  to  carfr  the  time 
thatthey  weirAomeofiueh  parent*,  and  with  thatthey  had  ra- 
tfcerbeefroftheoff^ferinff  of  Dragons,  and  a  generation  ofVl- 
petr.then  to  be  bomofluch  parents  that  have  left  them  a  cnrfe- 
fer«i  inheritance.  It  had  been  better  you  had  left  them  nercr 
a  peny,  then  to  leave  them  to  inherit  the  curfe  of  your  vrftp- 

kedneffe.  ^     -/..,«.     »   . 

!  pfgH-tk^luttfeitfUhm*  The  honfe  of  him  ftretfr  the  wwfc 

■  Thofe  that  ddfiife  to  nifrand  amtintae  the  honour  of  tftdr 
hosft^fct  thenitake'heed^f ifwyea  of  Mrickedneffe,'fcr  wictted^ 
neflfe  WillWng  town^yfiraiffly  whatfoever.     '     ; 
i  '/B«Whyisit'r)!wiHf**f/*W>  -irithoutanyjldditxondF**r 
rJfeJ:#»f,asfti6thet»itisHftMdr>  ......    ,    . 

flereby  God  would  give  a  check  WlflA»,  and  bid  him  look 
i  hack  tathemeaflnefieof  his  birth,  fer  ftfa»  was  notoFthrKinB- 
ly  race  ••  yet  how  unthankfidl  was  h?  who  was  raifed  ffona  tfe 
dtog-WB,th»B  unworthily  toKTepartfiomtheLord?      . 

You  whom  Godhath  raifed  uponhighto  §iteat  honours-anff 
eftttes,looJrbacktothenjeanhefleofyonrbegtnning,  thatGod 
ftathraifcdyoafto»i,andlabonrto«vt  himan  imfwcrAlere^ 
tuhiebfobMiiMcA  Tholethat  vvffl  riot  give  God  tfc^bryoF 
ttietchoneats  and  eftatcis,  it  »  juft  their  faobiAiis  and  eftacor 
ftibuldbeiaken-from  ifeem*. 

BcewhatisttesiTir^-^firt/^irJWf?  .;.-...  •  -^ 
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This  i*to  be  underftood  either  in  rcf<rr(?nce  to  Ichfi ,  or  irt re< 
feiericeto  the  houfe  of  i/r^^A  TetalittU  while  and  I  rvilA^fngv 
thebU$dcflexr€et$ff(mthilHUftof\ehii^andniii  ceafe  the  Kin^- 
d9me9fthek€mfe^flfrsel.  It  was  a  long  while  before  God 
carmeHrpOffthcheuleof  Ir*#r,<tndyet  ftow  hefaitb,  yet  km  a  fh- 
tlewhUe^  I  wil  ftay  but  a  Uttlelenger  ere  I  avenge  the  blood  at 
Iezri9l  upon  the  houfe  t>€  lekfe.  It  was  now  the  third  generati- 
ofyfiflcel^fei^coftvmittedthofefins,  ndy>  it  wil  appeafrethatit 
wasaboreaw  hundred  yetfcar  from  the  fm^oflefm  to  God^ 
avertghig  the  Mood  ofle^aref  upon  his  honfe :  fbrl^A*^  raigncd 
28.  ytrcres,  his  fonneI^i!ww^<f*  17.  yeeres^  and  lehoajh  hia  fonne 
16.  yeeres,  and  lereboam  hitfenne  41 .  ye^res ,  and  then  in  the 
dayes  of Z^A^wA^t^  fonne  o<  tW^  lerob&amy  Godcametoa*- 
venge  this  bloodjWhich  was  above  a  hundred  yeeris.  Oh  the 
patience  of  the  Lord  to  waf  ds'  finner^  1  But  thoiigh  hee  ftaycd 
tong,yet  hc&ith,jiepdHffiewMe»  Here  is  aat  excellent  oWcr-^ 
vationffottrheftce. 

That  God  fomctimes  conuneth  upon  finncrs  for  theitf  old 
(bur/or  fins'  committed  a  kxi^  time  tgon :  Sins  a  long  tim^  a^ 
gorr  commiltcid,  are  perhaps  rorgotten  by  you ,  yet  they  are  te- 
maynin|,,filed  up,  and  rtcorderf  in*  heaveli,  above  a  hund^d 
yecrcsatter  the  commiflion.  It  is  like  thefe  fmsof  If  A*  were 
foi^rterr,yetGod  commetb  now  at  laft  to  avenge  thefinHeif 
ofl^Aarupoo^hiBhoeife.  Sohedidfbrthefinsof^W^^iijpp/,  and 
for  tht  fins  of  lij^f^/  brethrciV;  it  Was  2i.  yeetes  before  they 
calnr  to  have  their  conieienccs  troubled,  and  then  fay  they.  We 
dr^vrrtly £Hiltjr concerning  9Mr brother ,  therefore  at hi^  dmrefr 
comi  tffon  m^nndnen^  (MiA\  fieftben)  behold  aifo  hie  btooi  k  re- 
aiiiredj. 

*  -Looke to  ytJtrr iefves  you  tkit  ire  yom^,  tadft  fieedof  youth- 
follfitts.  YouthfofljfihsniaypTovctp^bcagcs  terrors.  Perhaps 
j;dVi  thfeike  it  was  agreat  whilcagoa  thaft  yotr  (when  you  were 
a:yoang-man)  wereitrfuchaTaverne  or  in  fudr  a  journey  i  and 
commitiedfochtnd&chfinfi^:  Have  yew  rtpcnted  ferthcBi? 
Hatvt  you  maxfe pnr.peact with -Gpdfor^tfieai?  Though  you 
prctcvaim  yodng  and  did  not  fearc  the  "Wtath^  of  Odd  ta  <X)nae 
npon  you;  yet  now  you  acre  old ,  the  wttith  of  God  taay  «ame 
iiponr  yeufbrlnmestt^iiunittcclitt-j^^  Afnne^ 
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Tef  a  linU  while.  In  reference  to  tbe  houfe  cfJfrsel :  Tet  m 
IktU  whUi^imi  I  wis  Cfsfi  the  Ki0gj§me  ef  th$  henfe  #/  IfrMl. 
This  Nation  had  condnueda  pomp9i]siucccsfulN«don(thoush 
idoUtrous)  for  about  260.  yeares  betore  the  wrath  of  God 
came  upon  it  that  was  here  tlureained. 

God  may  coniea long  time  aher  the  flourifliingof  a  Nation 
upon  it  10  wayes  of  judgement.  Which  may  make  us  look  back 
to  tbe  (innes  committed  inHemy  the  8.his  time « and  in  Q;^^ 
r/r/ time.  Let  us  not  pleade  from  our  fore-hthers  for  the  main- 
tenance  of  fnperftitious  worihip,  but  let  us  looke  to  the  (innes 
ofourfore-fathers»andbewaile  them  before  the  Lord ,  for  God 
may  come  upon  a  Nation  for  former  fins  after  it  hathflouciflied 
a  long  time. 

But  at  length  it  wil  prove  but  a  little  while.  What^  was 
it  but  a  little  while  tirom  the  begioniqg  of  this  Propb^ 
fie  till  the  ceafing  of  the  Kingdome  of  the  hoofs  ot  ^^ 
raelf 

Yes  fmy  brethren)  it  was  many  yeeres.  And  it  im  very  ob* 
iervcable  that  from  the  b^nnipg  of  this  Prophefie  (which  ynz 
intheendofthe  raigneot  i^^^Mas)  to  the  folfiUine  of  what 
was  here  threatned>  to  the  ceafing  of  the  Kingdome  <»  the  houfe 
of  liVaelj  it  was  76.  yeeres.  For  (as  I  reckoned  tke  laft  day,  to 
fliicw  the  time  of  HcJcm  Prophefie^  fr^m.  the  end  of  this  jer§^ 
boom  here  fpoken  of,  «f  r.  i  •  unto  the  time  of  Hezel^sb  ivas  70. 
yeeres^and  m  the S^ycctcofHeJcekiah^  l/riici  was deftroyedffcy 
the  king  of  ^](;riii,  &  yet  God  fakh  here  1^  Hefea  (which  was 
in  the  time  of  feroham^  for  then  was  the  beginning  of  Hepfne 
Prophefie,  as  ver.  1 .)  Tet  4  little  while. 

Seventy  fix  yetrs  is  but  a  little  while  inGoda  acconnt.Sinners 
think  either  in  wayes  of  judgement  or  mcrcy,a  little  w  hUe  to 
be  a  great  while.  If  God  do  but  deferre  mercy  fe ven  yeers,it  is  a 
great  while  in  our  account.  We  thinke  our  Parliament  hath  fat 
a  longtime;  How  long?almoft two  yeeres.  A  great  while  1  We 
thiol^^vecy  day  a  great  while,  for  tlut  we  would  faine  have  but 
(eveiity  fix  yeeres,y ea  a  hundrd,  a  thcMifancl  }^eeres  arebut  $s  one 
day  ^ntp  God.  So  for  j  udgement :  a  finner  if  he  hath  committed 
afimiereyenyeeresagoe,  hethinkethitisagrtatwhik»  andhe 
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hitb  not  heard  ofX  therefofeTurdyitis  forgotten*  Bittwhtttf 
it  be  ievemy  yeeres  tgoe  ?  you  that  are  (innen  of  feventyyeercs 
oldydl  is  but  a  little  while  in  regard  of  God. 
Aeain^Tri  4  /a  ^/f  while. 
The  apprehenfion  ofa/oibeffleiu  jfuftat  hand  is  that  which       oif. 
willftin-e  the  heart  and  worke  upon  it  moft.  Yet  a  little  while 
and  God  will  caufe  the  kir^dorae  to  ceafe,  therefore  if  ever  you 
rcpcnt^repent  now/or  it  is  but  a  little  while  ere  God  will  caufe 
thekii^dometoceate.  The  apprehenfionofa  (inner  to  bee  upon 
the  brinke  of  judgment  »when  a  poor  fod  (hall  (ec  him(elf  ready 
to  lanch  into  the  infinite  ocean  ofctemall  de(fai]ftion>tolre  under 
the  (balding  drops  of  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty ;  this  wofkcs 
upon  the  heart  bdeed. 

' .  Itis  the  way  of  the  fle(h  and  the  divell  to  putfiure  from  us  the 
evill  day,  to  make  us  believe  the  day  of  death  is  a  great  way  off. 
But  it  is  the  way  of  God  to  preient  things  prefent  and  reaU; 
and  in  this  confifteth  the  efficicie  and  power  of  faith  to 
make  things  that  are  to  come  as  it  prefent.  Wefay  innature, 
there  mufl:  be  a  contiguity,  and  neernes  between  things  that 
muft  worke*  So  we  muft  apprehendaneernefie,  bet  ween  the 
evil  that  1%  to  comeupon  usand  our ielves»  that fo  it  may  work 
upon  our  hearts.  An  excellent  place  youhave  to  tliis  purpa(e  in 
I  KJiff.  I4«I4.  where  the  Lord  l\kXC9Xi\tx)\to  fiirremf^  King 
$Vtr  Ifirael  wh^  JhofUdcmt  #j(f  tin  h^mft  of  ler^l^oam  thai  day  •  but 
rfhdt  f  ("faith  he>  he  pre(ently  callcth  back  his  word  j  tvin  n0w  : 
you  may  thinke  tl^day  a  great  way  off^  but  it  is  even  mw ;  and 
therefore  now  come  in^  returne  and  repent.  Ohfinnerscon-- 
(ider  that  your  danger  is  now,  not  onely  in  that  day  ot  Chrill, 
but  what  ?  even  no  w,it  may  be  at  hand.    . 
'    Laflfy,  Ttt  4  little  while.   Jerpbeam  had  continued  above 
fourty  yeeres  inhisfinne,  but  now  Zachsriah  his  Connc,  up- 
on whom  this  threatning  was  foUfilled^.  continued  but  ux 
flioneths^perhaps  he  thoi^t  to  dcapc  as  loligad  his  facher.No, 

God  fttm:re]th(Qme  (inners  to  continue  long, .  others  he  cut* ;    Oifi^ 
tcth  off  prefcntly ;  though  the  father  continue  old  in  his  (innes,  if 
the  (bnpre(iimeto follow  hisHflippes  he  may  hd  cut  pff  pre(ertly. 
jimM  J  wUlesufe  te  ceafe  the  kingjome  rftJiraeJ* 
Kuigdomcs^  great  kmg^mes  and  Monarchies  are  tabjeA  to       Obf.  ^ 
#  change. 
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chtdge.  What  IS  become  of  all  the  glorious  MQnarchic€inthe 
world  ?  how  -hath  the  Lord  tofled  chem  up  and  downe  as  a  man 
would  tode  a  b^?  Idolatry  i$  enough  to  deftroy  the  gresteft 
Monarchy  I  thegteatcftkingdomeinthewdrld. 
*  Buthcreisibmeinlhti^ttoninthecle^ncteof  thcword»  It 
i$  it  the  originall,  I  wHtc4mfet0  ceafr.  It  is  a  MetaphorCaccord- 
ing  to  fome)  taken  from  iii^lrutnents^  thataman  makes  ufeof 
fbrawhile,  and  when  he  hath  done  with tfacm^  either  bang^ 
themup^^ainfta walland  itgardsthemno  more^orelfc  brin^^ 
eth  them  to  the  fire  t  o  be  burned.  So  faith  Godj  jets  Utile  wbttt 
mH  wiUcMfet9cedfe^  c^Cm  As  if  he  fhould  fay.  Indeed  thci^ 
was  a  time  wherein  I  had  fome  ufe  ot  this  way*  of  the  rent  bc^ 
tweene  ItuUh  and  l/raej,zt\d  of  this  KingdomC)  but  I  have  done 
withthatttfe^thereisanendofitnow*  the  ufe  isoverlinten** 
ded|andnowIwiUcaufctocea(e  the  Kingdome,  I  will  taki 
themaway^theyihailbdtomeasan  iiifirusient  not  to  be  ufed 
any  more>  er  for  the  fire* 

When  the  Lord  hathany  ufeofa  people^  or  of  any  particular 
men  to  doe  him  fervice ,  he  will  preierve  them  though  they  bee 
wickcd,and  when  he  hath  done  with  them,  he  either  layes  them 
afide  or  clfe  brings  them  to  the  ive«  A  huiband-man  fo  long 
ashehathufeof  thomestoftopagap  with  them,  heeletsthem 
aloncibut  when  there  (hall  be  no  further  ufe  of  them ,  hee  then 
brings  them^  to  the  fire  i  fo  Cod  here  >  I  wil  caofeto  ceafe  ti^ 
Kingdomeof  the  houfe  of  I/r4r/. 
But  ho  w  and  where  will  God  caufeto  ceafe  the  Kingdom  of 

Vtr.  5.    I  wli  treaks  tht  how  of  Ifriul  in  the  VdJlej  of 

By  hrakfHx  the  U^,  i%  here  meant  the  blafting  and  bringing 
to  nothing  aU  the  ftren|th  of  their  warlike  power,  all  their 
Arms  and  Ammiuiitibn/or  the  bow  was  a  great  warlikeinftnH 
mentinthofedayes,  therefore  inPfal.  46.9.  He  maizes  w/rrs 
f»  ceafi^  heebrtf^ket  the  hew,  and  eutteth  the  ffeare  iti  fnn^ 

\^\k  fa(!re,  by  ^4i^jt«^^^ithereisibmethingm0r^,itis 
notonely  mentJoiied  beouife  the  bow  was  a  warlike  iriftru- 
mentibut  there  is<bme particular  ceafon  why  the  bow  is  inftan? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


thiFfifbefteofHo 


S  1  Ai 


A9 


ced  faerc»  Md  that;  is  ilpsj  becmfe  -  whereat  lehuivimixxf 
memorable  things  iii  his  warlike  affiiires^yet  none  more  then  that 
hedid  by  hi^bow.  Mark.tfaat  place,  a  Kii^g.  9. 14.  Amd  lehm 
drewatiwwkkhtf^Bfiremgfh,  Mdfimtf  Jeh^am  bnwun  hu 
urmcsg  and  the  arrew  went  0Ht  at  his  hean,(f'C,  So  that  the  viftc- 
ry  th^t  ichi$  got  over  the  two  Kings  of  Ifiael  andjudisdi.wss  by  the 
Bow  efpedall^.  What  obferve  wefi^oqi  hoKe  ?    . 

That  wherem  wicked  moi  have  beoi  oioft  proiperous  and  fuc- 
oeflefiill,  even  in  this  God  will  curie  them,  and  let  out  his  wrath 
upoo^m« 

A^ne)  Sredl^^theBew,  blaft  all  the  powerof  their  Ammu- 
nition. 

.  Carnall  hearts  tiuftmiichin  their  warlike  weaponsybut  they  are 
nothingwhenGodcommethtobreakapeojples  ftrength.  God 
hath  the  power  of  all  Ammunitien,  the  Loid  is  called  7iE^  Lerd  •f 
Bofis^  (and  he  ddidit^  much  in  this  titic>  Iirfl,  becau^ 
God  hath  not  onely  the  power  over  Amipunltion  and  all  War- 
like weaponSjfo  as  they  caimot  be  u(ed  but  by  him  i  But  rea>nc[- 
ly,  becaufe  when  th^  are  ufcd,  they  can  have  no  fucceflcat 
all  butby  him  s  audio  the^rd  is  the  Lord  of  Hofts  in  a  peculiar 
fenie  :\  He  is  the  great  GenecaU  of  all  Armiea^  more  then  all  other 
Generals/or  the£iccefle  of  all  dependeth  upon  him. 

My  brethren^  why  then  need  the  Church  of  God  (tare  the 
ftreneth  of  weapons>the  BoWtthe  Cannon,  or  all  the  Ammuniti- 
on of  the  ^emies  of  the.9hurch,  feeing  our  Lcffslisthe  Lord  of 
jblofts?  nownponcah^bcuredprhavefuccef^^  by  this  Lord 
oTlloibVl^canbreakrhebbw^thoughofft^  he  plca7 

£^tl^  and  can  give  hispeople  ftreiigth^to  doe  G)  too.  For  this  vou 
haveaniidmirablepromife9jE/4.54.i7.  Behold  {frith  Gea)  J 
have  prj^ated  tbtifrnkh  tb^  Unteth  the  eeah  in  thefire^ndbriitg* 
Tth  forth  an^injtrumentj^  hie  workg^and  J  have  created  the  water 
hdtfiroj*  No  weapon  that  it  formed  again  fl  theeJhaS  fro^er. 
Wiuit  need  the  Church  feare  thai?  God  breaks  the  bow  when  he 
plndcth:  F(»rasGod  hatha  providence  ever  all  the  things  in  the 
worU^  fp  there  is  a  (pecialty  of  providence  ofGod  to  order  t(at- 
tels^tojgivethe  vi<ftbry>  not  to  the  ftroi^  or  to  the  multitudej^lmt 
fbmetioi^tDthe weakandfew^even as  he  pfeafeth^  And  therer 
fore  he.is  the  Lord  of  Hodb^  bccaafe  thoi^h  his  providence  ia  ge-r 

.         *     ^     '  H  jicrall 
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iiciill  overall  creatures*  yet  thereii  a  fpedak)^  <Df  piovidcnccof 
God  in  warlike  aflbircs. 

But  what  Sva^  this  v^  t/i^nur/ / 

It  is  worthy  our  time  to  enquire  aftert^Tidiejref/f^r^/; 
whexcin  God  will  bicak  the  bow  dElfrsttk  There  were  two  pla- 
ces called  Jejureii,tht  ore  bek^nging  to  J^Ktah^7#^.  x  f.  thcother 
belonging  toIfraely/aAx?*!^-  & Chdf.tf^i^i  lezredvru  a 
fhiitfiill  vallev^  ten  mUes  long,  and  by  it  there  was  a  famous  Ci^ 
ty  bttilt,whidiwasin<^&if^/timetheprincipall  feat^  the  Mc-^ 
tr^lu  of  the  Kingdeme^and  there  was  a  glorious  Towei  itt  it, 
ana  from  thence  eney  might  fee  orer  Galilee  and  over  Jordaa. 
Now  there  were  two  great  Cities  that  beloi^d  to  the  ten 
Tribes,4r4w^#4  and  Je^jrei,  as  w<  in  EngUwd  have  two  prin- 
cipaUCities,  L$nd$n  and  T^k*  But  this  /f«rar/  was  the  mgft 
fortified*  in  which  they  put  a  great  dealeofcpnfidence^yet  Gcd 
aith  here.  He  mttredkjbehtprfJfrdcim  tke  vnlUj  rf  Iwrtel : 
That  itj  there  by  that  City  iii  that  place»  that  tky  accounted  to 
be  thegreat  ftrength  of  their  Kingdome ,  those  he  would  break 
tkcbowoflfrael. 

Fortified  Cities  cannot  help  when  God  commedi  out  ^inft  a 
people.  Ifwecanfoftifiepur Citicsagiinftim»  we  miyfiibne 
tortifiethenragainftanenemie.  Iffinoncent  iui  the  encmie 
will  quickly  fellbwi  Ndhmm  3.1s.  AS  ttjftrmtg  hoUt  fiat  be 
tiksfif "trees  with  thefrfi  rife  fip ;  if  thej  be  fiskpf^  they  JbmA 
ft/en fdttinte  the  metah  tf  the  'exier.  Vou  fltall  with  tte  leaft 
winde  like  the  firfk  ripe  figs  &U  o^  ill  your  ftnm|  holdt^  (haU 
doc fo.  Yea,  wr.l  3 .  T^  teefh  in  the tmdfi  eftbee  unr W9ttten'^ 
the  gates  rftlytdfUfidi  be  jet  wide  epentetbiiteenemi^  tbefirt 
fidlldelfemre  thy  Bars. 

'  You  fe^  what  the  valley  oFTezftrid,  js,  and  the  meaning  ^t: 
But  vrhy  will  God  >^4r/(;  rSbr  J^  efJfrMelin  tbe  v)H&tj  hf 
iizxeelf  :    ^  .  '.   . 

There  are  xhok  two  reaibns  for  it. 

I.  BecaufeGod  would  deale  with  thi5  peopio  dFlfrad»  ts 
Jt)dgesdealeMdthMalefiiftors5  they  will  hang  them  up  th<re 
where  tfadrfadt  was  committed,^  as  Wefee  feme  handed  up  in 
ChainesneeretotbeCity,  at  or  about  the  j)Iace  where  tndr 
vilify  Wvs  done.  So  ia  leireel  Airasflied  the  blond  dP  lejoetel, 

.^.       T      and 
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tiui  tlie  bUxid  of  the  feventy  ibns  cfAM^md  the  Uoud  of  /ri^^ 
r4»i»aodthcre  will  God  break  the  bow« 

Hence  it  is  that  guilty  confdences  arc  manjr  times  afiratd  to 
goc  necre  to  the  fdaces  where  they  have  cominttted  wicktdne^ 
becttdttheif  ceiifctenceswiU%in  their  ftces>  for  feare  Gtfd 
^oidd  come  «pon  them  in  the  place  where  the  faft  was  dbne. 
>  ButfixFtheTt  Hewill  breake  thebowofliraelinthevalleyof 
Jetcnitly  thatis»tiuWfbrtifyedplacemwhichthey4klfomuch 
^oqffthisisipectaUyobienrable.)    '    , , 

Even  in  thatplace^  wherein  a  kingdome  fliall  moft  g^ory,  and 
ieemetotnift  iBoftuiyGodihany  tiflMsdochc^me  and  breakethe 
kingdome  in  that  veiy  place,  and  makes  that  the  breaking  of  the 
idngdome  moft.  Nshmm.^^  %.Art  thorn htur  then  PoftiUm  Nt, 
thdtwatfcittiateMmcnx  thtriver/jthMihid  tbt  waters  rptmdtihottt 
itjpphtfe  rdmfortrtM  tbtfid^and  her  794Hw4ifr9mfhtfe^  f  Mat  kcj 
a  people /uU  like  England  in  this  cafe :  what  we  overcome  ty 
the  enemy  ?  we  that  luive  the  feas  for  our  Wail,  and  (uch  a  ir  ul- 
titude  of  people  amongft  k?  Thefe  have  bin  and  arethe  two  pleas 
that  England  hath  for  her  felfe,  becaufe  our  people  are  many,  and 
wehavethefeasfor  a  wall :  But  art  them  letter  them  PofmUme 
N^  fjet-wMfi^cmrrjeA^mmjJht  went  into  cmptivitj^&c.  vcr.  i  o. 
Thus  the  Prophet  j^eadeth  with  them. 

But  fivther,  Thefe  trufted  mir^^r^/.they^reemed  to  fcome  the 
Prophet.  What  the  kingdome  of  lirael  ceaf^^what  think  you  of 
;/^^piAff,fach a  (bong  place  as^^  ?  juft  as  wefhouldfay,  what, 
an  eiiemy  come  to  us, what  fay  you  to  London,  a  brave  City,  a 
(hong  City?  what  lay  you  to  the  Ammunition,  to  the  Militia, 
[  to  the  ftrofigt h  that  is  there?  Are  they  not  able  to  refift  all  that  can 
comeagaihftit? Have wecaufetofcare danger?  Itistnie,  the 
idngdomehathcaufe  to  blefle  God  for  London,  and  London  hath 
not  yet  bin  the  vaUev  of  i^^rr r /,but  an  Ifrdet^tht  flrength  of  the 
Lord>&  hathprevavled  with  God,  as  an  inftrument.-And  there- 
fore we  UefleGod  tor  that  we  have  had.But  yet  let  us  not  tnift  in 
I  titttwhidiwehave,  ior  evj^n  in  London,in  the  valley  of  i^^^v/ 
thebow  may  bebroken,  a^d  God  knowes  how  to  bring  things 
about  fo  as  to  make  the  Ao^munition  of  London  to  be  broken  in 
peces,  and  turned  againft  themfelves ;  Oh  therefore  do  hot  triifl: 
,here.  Ondyletitbcyour  careyouofthisCityof  Londonthat 

>■_;  _  ^  H    2  JOU 
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he  valley  of  l^^reei^  and  then  we  fliall  cU  well 
w  (hall  not  be  broken.  What  Attempts  have 
ave  made  London  by  this  time  the  vall^  of /r^ 
tcred  vally  jto  have  Dreueht  divilions  in  thisCit^ 
a  fcattercd  people ;  And  woe  to  the  kii^dom  if 
^edjbetter  thefemen  had  ncrerbin  bom  then  that 
*  had  (iic^fle  in  that  horrid  entetprife.  OhLon^ 
cflingof  Godisoreryoulthe  metnesofgnoc 
»ng  you.  The  eyes  of  the  kingdom  arc  upon  yw ; 
e  not  the  vally  of  I^^r^/,  your  divifiooswill 
caufe  great  thoughts  of  heart ;  continue  you  unyted  one  toiri- 
other^and  then  you  are  as  one  IfrseJof  Ged,  the  inftroment  of 
Godferourftrength.  Pardon  me  this  little  d^eflton  tfaoughit 
be  a  little  fix>m  an  exfoGtoiicy  exercife. 

Thus  we  have  done  with  the  Mother  and  with  the  fiift 
fonne. 
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TheThird  LeUwTiu. 

Ho  s  1  A.  I.  6.J. 
AniJk€09K§ived4gsime09td  bare  4  daughter^  Md  God /kU  unto 

him  cs8  her  fuume  Loruhamah ;  fir  1  wiM  im  more  have  mercy 
.  Mfw$beh0$tfe0flfrMelJf0$flmlltftterljtdkfihemaw4j. 
Bm  Ivii  have  mercy  mf  en  the hoHjeeflHiah/iHdmafave  them  by 

the  Leird  their  Ged^dwiU  net  five  them  by  bew,  ner  byfiierd^ 

nmr  by  battel ^by  horfitjuer  by  herfiten^ 

Qnccihing  Befeae  firft  fonne,thclaft  dzy.Shecen- 
*  ceived  ofMne.  This  conception  fct^out  alfoJth^ 
cftatc  of  Uriel  in  regard  of  her  finne  and  mifery  : 
Sinne  it  is  fruitfiiU,  and  what  bringeth  it  foith  ? 
Parentsbring  forth  a  likencs  to  themfelves,  and 
fb  doth  finne ;  And  what  is  that  ?  Nothine  biit 
mine  and  aiifcry.' 

This fccond  cl|fld itis  a  daughter,  it  noteth  the  weakncsof  the 
ttttcoftheten  Tribes  at  this  time,  they  were  growitc  to  be 
eficminate  in  r«ard  of  their  luft,and  the  bafenes  of  their  fpirits, 
and  m  regard bttheir  flrength  alfo  they  were  like  theft  male  fex. 
There  ?re  three  eftatef  of  the  people  fighificd  by  the  three 
chadren  of  Uofia ;  the  firft  was  their  fcattercd  cftate,  and  that 
wa^fignjfyedbylw^/,  the  firllfonne;  of  which  the  laft  day; 
itodthelloiy  of  that  you  hadin  2  King.  1 5,  from  the  p.  wr.to 
the  ip^where  you  may  read  their  wofuUfedition;  forZacharish 
reiCTed  but  fix  moncths.ahd  then  SBaUttm{lcw  him,and  raigncd 
inki«fte€d,andhcraignedbutone  moneth,  for  Menahemcamt 
andlmote  Shagum  md  fiew  him  and  roigned  in  his  ftead ;  Sg 
here  was  nothing  but  murther&and  leditibnsamongftthem.  A 
icattered  people.  ^ 

"^  The  fccondftateofthe  people  of  Ifrael  wastheir  weakecon- 
ArS?!??!?^'?^^'^^^  fifnifiedby  this  daughter; 

And  the  hiltory  of  that  y  ouhave  from  the  1 6.  ver.  of  thatCA-p! 

—  *  ^3  r-      on- 
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onwards  ^  where  when  F«/  the  King  of  Aflyria  came  aetinft 
l(t%t\^Mtn^m  prefentlyyeeldethto  nim  wluit  he  wouldlunre, 
giveth  him  a  thouiand  talents  of  filver  to  goe  hrom  him ;  and  fo 
layeth  aTaxatiqn  upo^  th):peopJe  fprit^Hcw  they  were  broi^;itt 
into  a  very  low  and  weak  condition.  And  afterwards  this  Xing 
ofAlTyriacommethtothcniagaine,  and  carryeth  part  of  them 
into  captivity.  . ./  . 

Thethirdchildwas  itf^iwfPii/andthchiftory  ofthc  ftlccof 
the  people  fignified  by  that  you  have  in  the  ^  ^^'  ^7*  ^* 
where  they  were  hiUy  carried  away,  andwholy  re^'eacd  torc» 
Axiclbecaure  they  were  a  Itttle  before  that  time  grownc 


ver 


I 


op  to  fomeftrergth  more  then  formerly ,  therefore  this  Uflr  was 
afonne.    Wearcnowfolpeakeofthefecond. 

Shu  conceived  agaim  and  bare  a  daughter. 

Fromthatin^erpictationl  havegiven  of  it,  to  note  the  wctt 
fiefle  and  effeminacie  of  the  ftateof  thepcopleatthistfairf,  a 
little  before  their  ruirie ;  The  obfervation  from  thence  is'this. 

When  the  manlintfle,  and  courage,  and  vigour  of  thefpiritsof 
people  are  taken  away,  t  hen  they  are  Under  a  fearfull  judgement 
andneeretohnne.  '  '     ' 

Even  i»hen  their  menfiaBhe  as  wowenfls  Nah:^:t  3  .WhAi  there 
fhallbq  ruchbafcnc(lcoffpritiripeople,thatforthe  enjpyinents 
of  their  pre'ent  cafe  and  c^uier  they  yMd  to  iny  thii^.  Sio  it  was 
withthefe,  and  in  that  their  cfFeftiinatenelle  was  ihewed/ 

When  the  King  of  A£/ria  came  to  them  they  yeelded  to 
any  termes  he  would  appoint ,  to  give  him  what  he  wbuldjde- 
mand;  and  when  the  taxts  were  laid  upon  the  people ,  the/ en- 
quired not  whether  they  were  juft  or  no,  but  meerely  fotdieir 
peace  and  fafety  they  yedd.  We  muft  take  heed  of  bringiiig 
our  fclves  into  trouble,  we  were  bettetpiy  thi^  thanventiire  thif 
lofftofall,  wemuflnot  difpleafe  thofe  that  are  above  us,  wee 
know  not  what  hard  things  may  follow ;  it  is  our  wildomc 
though  things  are  hard,  and  we  complain  the  taxations  are  heavy, 
yet  to  fuff.^r  (bmething ,  they  had  rather  have  a  little  though  with 
bafene(fe,thcn  venture  any  thing  for  liar  ther  peace  and  liBcttyfor 
ihemGlves  andtheir  poftcrlty. 

Secondl/j  the  effeminatenefle  of  their  fpirits  were  flievv ne  in 
this,that  they  were  willing  to  bow  down  their  necks  to  fiibmit 
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to  the  gbfernment  of  moft  vile  murtlierers,  without  anv  enqui- 
ring after  them  ^  or  takinff  amr  courfe  or  way  at  jdl  to  nndeoiit 
their murthers and  wick^nefile,  Zifk^t\smtism\^ SkaBmm^ 
then  commech  Mtn^m  and  hee  killedi  ShMimm  ^  after 
-Menahtwt^nvgpGi^Fekfihiah ,  andagainft  him  confpired  Ftk^k 
the  Sonne  cfRmtmluA  andfmote  him  in  SamarU^ and  withhim 
killed  50.  men  and  reigned  in  hisioome,  then  commeth  H9fi€M 
the  fonne  dEElah^^mA  he  made  a  eonfpiracie  ag^unft  Ptkfih  ^  and 
flew  him  and  raignedinhisftead.  Here  wete  marthoers  upon 
muitherer$>andjretthe  people  all  this  while  bow  downo^taeir 
necks^and  lookenotaftertbde  things  i  They  have  gotten  pqwmr. 
mtheirhandsand  wenufttakeheedof  looking  ifo  high^  to.eo* 
quireaftertho(edur^thataitidx)ve  us,  audit  is  ill  difpleafiiig 
cjpthem^we  wcrebetterag^:eatdeale  bequiet  and  hold  our  p^ce^' 
and  fay  nDthing,  than  to  et iqniie  aftrt  fuch  high  mattersi  ail  thole' 
gre;<udfb'theyletaU''^andb0wedthdrii^:kstQ^^  aol! 
try  nomeanesmchhbni&legailtQf  hunthersi^  be  quoftioned, 
becaufeithemurtherershad  got  power  iu  their  hands.  Hidr  co* 
'  wardfy  timerons  fpirits  we  le  mnchiike  the  temper  cfJfiu:k4r%»lic 

k  ittin  f1^4i9tt/i$Ube  hciwii  hisJhmUir  to  bnire/md  if  came  afir^ 
VMtnmnto  tribute. 

And  when  meiis  (jpkits  areefieminate  in  iiegardof  the  dvil. 
ftote^  th^  quickly-^owfo  iDTe^ai^  of  their  coniciences  and. 
rel^iontool  l^tvi^  ofReligion  ifi.  the  Church  cannot  ftand' 
\emvAi\k flaverle adiiiitted:in  the  Sitatb.  We  reade  RtvtL  4.7. 
of foure  Agea^of  the  Chncchfetout  hy  fpttn  Uvmg^reatnrts: 
the  third  livin{^<teati]r^the  Text  &ith^  hadjhefiice  tfswuiti^md: 
thttwastonooetheiUteoiBchaClmrohintfae  timenfrefonnati*; 
on^ey  b^an  then  to  be  of  manly  i^irits^and  to  caft  off  that  y  okte : 
xifbbmkigeth^wasbcfbiieupon'them^to  enlqtiife after  whatli- 
'l$ei|y't3odhad.grantedtotbttm^  N6t  thenlike  thofrweieade  of 
Ifitjf^u  d^;.  thar  would  bow  ^iowfie'tq.itiish  aswouUAyto 

>    TMs^f  my bmtoen)  \hach  beene  theopiMtJtioti  6E  manjF.tUEu^ 

iheitehadiMenisthat  eflfemrnkteAedeof  fpiist  inus,  that  we'luive 

<  b(>wed4^AVMblitiiccks,ycti,ourfoulcstatfao&  thatwMldgoe 

1  ^    "  over 
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-over  us  J  yea,  (as  it  is  there  in  that  5  i  i  Bf^y)  they  ntde  them- 
(elv^s  the*  very  ftreet  tp  themfbst  mkt^ver  tbem^  their  very 
Coniciences  were  trampled  upon  fav  thefoot  oFpride^and  all  for 
the^cvjoymentof  a  little  outwaraaq^maiodatioD  in  their  e^ 
flates,in  their  (hops  and  in  their  tradings  Oh  thcv  muft  not  ven- 
ture Uiele,  rather  yeeld  to  any  thing  in  the  worlcu  And  truly  we. 

^h-e  afraid  not  long  fince  that  God  waft  calling  us  by  the  name 

loft  his  daughter  £^nv&4iRM/p»  in  regard  of  our  emmioatenefife  •! 
fpirir^that  the  Lord  was  departing  from  our  nation.  But  Uefled 
bcGodthatnow  here  hathbiguntobeariiii^of  (piritamoi^ 
v»y  efpecially  among  our  virorthies  in  Parliament ,  and  their 

*Warmth,and  vigour^andlife,  hath  put  warmth,  and  vigour,  and 
fpirit^andlifejinto  the  whole  kingdome.  Now  our  kmgdome 

<  wiU  jpever  bow  doMrn  and  fiibmit  thdrConfdencespor  Bftates^ 

:4ior  iibeities  to  that  bondage  and  bppreflion  ths^  heicCofore  hath 
beene. '  No^  they  had  rather  die  honourably  than  live  bafely. 
Botwhydoclmakefuchadifjundion?  die  honourably  or  livb 

-bafely  i  Had  we  fpirits  we  might  firee  our  felvet  and  pofterity 
feom  living  bafely^and  we  need  not  die  at  all;  fbctheMaltenaot 
party  hath  neither  fpirit  toadnorpowertop^evaile,  ifwce 
keep«upourlpiritsandbeftropgin  the  Lord  wearc  fafecoo^gi^ 

C:  we  fliall  not  have  our  name  Lmthimah  ^  but  RnhMmab,  the 
rd  will  have  mercie  upon  us. 
.1  Kufg.  14. 1  f; .  God  threatens  to  Jhrite  Ifr^l^  that  they 
•  (hall  be  m^m  retiefbakgn  bf^  wipdt^md  marke  what  foUowcth* 
landthfnbewillroate^bemtffL  ^utrftbifgooilmiwUch  be  fffve 
.tp  their  Fatberti  Ifthis  Judgement  be  upon  fing^Und  that  our 
fpirits  betaken  as  a  reede  with  the  winde»  that  we  bow  and 
'yedd  to  any  thine  in  .a  bafe  Way  ^  .t|e  next  mxy  \vSiy 
4(^oW'tthat:  iha  Xoid  vaxf'  cootie,  ml. out  .of  ^tius  good 
'limL    .;:-'.!*:•  oj. ../ '•.■-.  •    •     -»         '^    ■.    . 

- '  As  it  was  with  ^9^^  before:^ir  deftinfHon  they  grew  e& 
ieminate  j  &  it  mws  with  JkiMh  too  before  theirs^  Bfiij  3.  }• 
wi^X^od .intended  judgement  ^)attift:them>  you  may  ohfove 
there  that  He  tati^vmjjrtlrf  mijgbtjim^imiibemM  ofwdr^  tbf 
frmbmsmd  iheMcUm^thi  €ip4i»  andtbe  beitpmr^U  msm  and 
tbeCeMHfelU^^miad£iTtil^Dki^  their 

Nobles  becaaie  to  benriletod  foodid,  and  to  yceld  to  Mf  humoxt 

*  and 
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iaihiitfawii>f'jwftH*»'i<M*»;^^^  tftm  lUftf  AttiTf  ffii^ 

rics  to  tde  is  no  j  i»%emmt  at  dl«  but  for  woWeh  irf  re^^^^ 
i^iltMXteoMrlAttkNllil^aif^llrfl^^  fUt<o 
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d«rt,  biolli€Mi€tiMxie,«iilitf  W  beloved;  oif  one  thatliatlK 
not  ^tetyMd^'  diftey;  ft«t>  6otft  t&trtj  pi^Aedeth  froiii  his 
kyrc* 

IwiBsMtmtmrp  111^^/3  I<fottrir'tKrf  Go*  h^^ 
btin4ilM9r<ff^  MSief  td  Hrael  before,  but  now  he  ftith,  F 
n^  Mi  wUV$Af  fMtc^  Ty^m  flie^«^  noftrtfier  ttittcf 

Tceemlct0ffam;fotvnf!icdbylomt9  In  t^kf^g them arrttf] nig 
§Ml(ftkett0^iW^;LeVi$t4Ummi  fec^A^r,  J wiMli^fh)em$ff^ 
tbdt  1  wuy  €Mfi  $hem  Amu  /r  mmV'^ftm^  Jti^iMiifMf.  Tfair  ol^ 

AndtMi  iMi^pMf  tmfll^c  ot'tht  flefaV^eVir  wofd,  becaofe' 

clMmisUttlftdiMMioeln  tfle'Hbbk^^ 

figMfictll^t«jW;2«^  The 


Wcli  tl^MBId^if'^he  Ghild6  aiilft  be&t«  this  ut)etiiifi.thdt 
6a4^!faFlu»«ti6«f(M«MeM^^^  Htncsetftenfitft. 

SdBfctiDMltke'^  jhfytirti  of  familitf^  and^n"!  kh^dbihe 
•dtf^tetf  thb  iiiiiMflian  1^  tH^mitliiitGod^viU  htfe  no  mercy 
iupon  tfatsfamily  upon  this  kindbme. . 

QiieiDaFr(my'brerltten;reide(uiehtn'iiript^0{oh  ut^n'thb 
dAdraminilivgtvarftaiilies  iivthis  kixigdbfnii'^Whenwt^look 
ifmrdiMliMriUe  Wfckednic^of  the  yoonjg^otiesthirtareeom^ 
ikii^iipilitywdiflfereiff  froffitheii'fbYdlet'religiUUs  AncaAbuit ; 
wt>tt]^fttff;pKtll^^ 

itfJiGod  hid  ilid,Ihftl«<ton  with  tfa£ifamiiy.Iintehd^^^ 
|M|I^Mliiti<iittB^  A^ibme  tfanes  M/4ienwefee'int family, 
\ I  gpci" 
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gracious  children*  gracious  young  gentlemen^  noblemen,  we 
may  fee  the  ioipreflioRofGods  mercy  to  that  hmXyJRMhdnuihi, 
Ihi^endmercytoie. 

It  was  not  long  6nce  that  we  might,  and  we  thourht  indeed 
we  ^kiS^t  fiicb  an  impreflion  upon  the  young  ones  of  this  king- 
dom Vhe  young  ones  in  the  City,*  the  voong  oHes  in  the  cidcf e 
families  in  the  countrey ;that  we  were  aWd  thAtlarulum^ihto 
En^nd  was  written  upon  them;  for  oh  the  nidenefle  and  wick- 
edncfle  of  the  young  ones  1  But  bkfledbeeGodtbatwefeeit 
otherwife  now  snow  in  regard  of  that  grationfoeflei  th^for- 
wardnes  of  fo  many  young  ones  tmongft  us>  we  may  fee  writ* 
ten  upon  them  RuhamtMh  to  England^  mercy  to  Engund,  God 
hath  taken  away  his  I^^  and  writeth  onely  RmhMmdhjmxcy  to 
you^this  greatchangcGod  hath  made.  For  the  great  ground  of  the 
ho|^  we  have  for  mercy  to  Enp^and,  is  the  impreflion  ot  God 
upon  theyoung  ones:  When  God  hath  tender  plants  growingup 
in  his  orcDyardjCertainly  he  wUlnot  breake  downethe  hedge  or 
digitup. 

^  Secondly;  CaSher  name  L^rMhamah^  for  lniiin9  9mrehaift 
mercy  ti^ji§n  the  houfe  of  JfrdeL 

Therel^^  time  when  God  will  not  have  mercy  uponaking- 
&iile  or  up^a  particular  people.  Gdtherjottrfelves  together, 0k 
nathn  ffPt7»^ih.to  to  beloveijbefore  the  decree  come  forth :  There 
is  atime  for'ihe^|^ee  to  come  torth  againfta  kingdome^  when 
Godwillnptibci^^rated-atime  when  though  Nosh,  lolf^dtui 
Daniel  /boHldfiMnMSirfore  him, yet  he  wil  hotte  intre4ted,xhK^h 
they  cry,  cry  early,  ci$i  aloi^,  cry  with  teares,  cry  with  fading, 
yet  God  will  not  bjeint|iQ4^.  Gods  mercy  is  precious^,  and  he 
will  not  let  it  run  oiit  to  ^aft,he  will  not  be  prodi^d  of  it,a  time 
whtrein  God  will  fiiyiNo#  I  have  done,  I  nave»doiie  with  this 
peaple,mcrcy  hath  had  hcfturne.  < 

It  IS  trucjcxcept  wis  had  that  immediate  revelation  that  theppc- 
pxicts  had,  we  cann#^  no  \y  determine  of  the  particular  time ;  yet 
by  examiningGods  way  toward  his  people  in  formei:  times,tbe 
truth  is,  that  thofe  that  laboured  moil  to  iearch  Godsipindeia 
his  word^hey  were  even  afraid  that  this  decree  had  beene  gone 
oiu  upon  us^in  Enjrland.  It  is  true ,  God  hath  fccmed  for  the 
prefenttotelli^  that  he  hath  a  prerogative  and  he  will  have 
1^      > ^         g^ercy  | 
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mercie  uppn  whom  he  will  have  mercie :  But  yet  neither  are 
thofe  altogether  to  be  blamed,  that  even  in  their  own  hearts 
determined  fas  itwere)that  mercie  waftgon ;  except  they  did 
wholy  limit  God,  and  left  nothing  ef  prerogative  at  all  to  him; 
butbecaa(eit  was  Gods  ordinary  way;  atui  cxceet  God  had 
wrought  with  us  in  a  way  ot  preroigative  other  wile  than  ever 
be  did  with  any  Nation  before ,  they  did  then  conclude  that  the 
I  decree  was gonfonh;andfo  it  mightbee  tnie>  and  what  Cod 
may  doe  with  us  yet  we  doe  not  Rnow«  But  this.wee  ean  fty« 
if  the  decree  be  not  gone  forth ;  if  there  be  mercie  for  us »  God 
(heweth  his  prerogative,  that  he  wil  now  goe  on  in  (iich  a  way 
otherwife  than  formerly  he  hath  done  in  the  world ;  and  if  God 
wil  do  fo,  who  can  f^y  ^ainft  it  ? 

A  time  there  is  likewile  for  Qod  to  fay  againft  particular  {ler- 
fonsjie  wil  m^  have  niercie  upon  them  j  a  time  when  God^  will 
fay  thoiemen  that  were  bidden  (hall  not  tafte  of  my  Supper ; 
he  that  wil  be  filthy  let  fhim  be  filthy  ftil,  mv  Spirit  (hall  no 
longer  strive  with  them.  God  hath  no  neeae  (my  brethren) 
that  wc  fhould  receive  or  entertain  his  mercy ,  we  had  need 
that  God  (hould  grant  it.  God  many  times  is  c|uick  in  the  offer 
of  his  mercie,C7#^  undfreiiich  the  Gofpetjse  th^t  MefVithJboB  kee 
faveij^e  that  Meeveth  notJbdU  be  damned.  A  quick  WorlteGod 
makes  many  times  in  the  ef&d  of  mercy  • 

Yet  thirdly,  /  wil  not  have  mercie :  This  is  pronounced  as  the 
mod  dreadfull  judgement.  What,  not  have  mercie  npon  them} 
then  indeed  is  a  State  or  Kingdome  in  a  dreadfull  condition, 
when  God  (hallfay  of  them^that  he  will  not  have  mercie*  Pf'oe 
toyw  (faith  the  Lord)  when  1  defai^t  from  yin^  woe  then  to  you, 
when  my  mercie  is  for  ever  gone,  then  all  judgements  and  mi- 
&rie$  muft  needesfk>w  in  upon  a  Na(iiK||:«,  a  particular  (biile* 
When  the  Sea-banke  is  broken  up/  then  the  w«ves  will  all 
flowin. 

I/a.  5  5.  p.  jiSjon  beafis  of  the  field  come  to  d/evaureyje^^joH 
beafisintheforefiy  why  what  is  the  matter  ?  His  watchmen  are 
blinde.&c.  Iarg^ethlls  from  thence,  if  the  prudence  of  the 
watch-men  being  taken  away  wliich  ihouldfiop  mifery,  then 
ail  evils  come  flowing  in  upon  a  Nation  :  What  then  it  the 
mercie  of  God  that  mould  flop  mifery  be  taken  away  ?  whi- 
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ffacrihcidd  the  poorocrtttoregoeif  fneictetegont  M 
owmreftiould  itaMbeiarli^?if jc^erycG^toiQjro^  the 

cramire  i«itfa,4  ointifiivdno  tomfbrt,  becaife  God  ifeitMi 
no  mercie :  whctfhtl  uphold  the  hetrtthcn  when  hliidiiio 
hope  «t  all  ?  It  m\A  noedsiinke. 

J  wUrmtMUimiPck,  (fahhGpd)  Viewing,  thflt  what  goed 
they  ludfecdved  beibre  tt  w«s  fiom  iM  aiercie»  thowhdicy 
wouldctkeno'neticcofit  ^  Well,  faith  Ged,yeufliaUhtire<io 
morc^ouiilivetakennonoticethatit  was  nr^  mercie  thttlid- 
ped  ygiibcfere>biit  when'my  meideiypone^ihen  yoD  willttiow 
It,  but  theni  will  not  adde  more. 

Menheftluwwwhi^the  worthof  mercieisy'iw^en  ineicie% 
taken  away  from  them,  when  God  addcthno  more. 

God  docfa  Aot  i^tatake«w«y  his^neitie  foliy  liomafeo^ 
or  from  a  ibule :  but  when  mercie  h«lh  been  (hewed  tnd  abuied, 
after  much  mercielutf  bbeen  recevred,and  that  being  abttfed,then 
God  iatthihe  will  not  addemore.  You  have  a  paiaUel  pbtoe  to 
this,  Wf ,io.i5.  ItMdelivirj^m if^i»y#rv,(aith GodjI  havede«* 
liveted  you  mai^  times,  nw  mercie  hath  beenjtbuied>  I  Will  de^ 
liver  you  no  more*  It  is  /ult  with  God  when  mertie  fsabufe^ 
that  we  ihould  never  4uiow  f«rther  What  mercie  meaneth^^ 
Mercie  as  it  is  a  precious  things  ib  it  is  t  tender  thing,  and 
a  danCTxms  thins  toabufe  it*  There  is  notMog  that  more 
quidi^  works  the  fuine  ot  a  people  oroEifouleyriien  %hoki 
mercie* 

But  hinheTj  J  wiUMtirlj  tdkfthemm^dy.  Before  it  wasone- 
Iy^faat'tb^(hraldH)e  fbKtered,thenameoftfaefir(ltbfld  befim 
was  but  irciw/,,  that  they  (houlti  be  ftfefittntrtAtf  rt^  L^rJ  * 
bdttheiferand  i^  Z>^mfcwMA,that  thtfthi&^tmvtn^tmrif  mertk 

Godsiecondftrokes  nfually  are  more  dreadhill  than  the  fiA: 
God  beginmch  ftrfl  with  the  houfe  of  OmcAion  bdore  hee 
bringefhtothegiUoWS.  There isimmdii^  fiffl^  befinre  hamg- 
ing.-theieaiewamiBgPeecesbeforemurfnerifig  Peeces.  God 
mwes>5M7  torhis  wm%  leifoacfHiAionsJbetore^iecommeth 
with  deJbo>ing  Judgements. 

I  itmcoBilMr  Matter JCa^  in  hisHifbryoFi^^/iiiM^athThts 


tbefmflmfh0flAo%  ba* 


Story  ^om^SitimmsHmmihm,  thtt  hx9ivtg  been  miutimed 
by  thcKags  aauies  thtxt^  heappcimil  tohnn  in  •  vifion  with 
a  naked  fwoid  drawne^  and  ftrira^tiff both  lu»araiSi withtkcfir 
words^Tahe  ibis  before  thou  teeeiwe  a  finallpajrment  fin:  all  thy 
impietief .;  and  widun  ^4^  fiouts. two  cif  the  Kings  ions  dyol. 
God  CDiBmeth  to  Natioxis^mdpanicufau'  pcrfons  witka  fvvord^ 
coNethotfannesbefcre  he'ttkesrtliekli^ea,  4i«c€«inM:b  bytde- 
gieQ^vpon  tbem.  iLsthel4»cdwtien  heoonmvrh  inaway  of 
abundance  of  merde,  lefler  mercies  make  way'fer^eacet  mec^ 
det.  When  Manna  was  taiaeddowiie^  tfaedew  ever  came  be- 
forek:  Soilefler/aigementstothcwickadarefbre-ninnersof/ 
andmakeis  way  fw  greater  judgements ;  iitft  tbeyare  paiboyld 
befotethey  aofne  tobe  roftedin  the  fire. 

aorfiiy  i  willnotaide  mcrcieto  liiis  4n:  that  particiilar  aaan  ti 

AanibJtnde  of  iinnerSj  wifb  God  ia  no  argnmo^ior  their  ^ 
efiai^of  jndgement.  Itii  a  rule  indeod  with  many  AiukitmAo , 
futmrnm  $Mh  f^uMm^  Mukitude  of  ofeidcra  takeavray ! 
thetroftncei;  Men  know  not  how  to  execute  the  offinuiersj 
Wiimtkcy  aietfimttliitudeiy^jliere  and  tfaerefcmieof  thcriag-' 
icadeia  niay  be  takra  for  example  fake.  Butitisnotulewitli 
QodUtboagb  it  be  the  whole  koufe  oflfUK^God  hatb  no  mercy 
liartlicwb^ilehattfeofaUthepeopleoflfiael.  Let  no  manpre- 
iiiaietofinficag^A  the  Lord,  bccauietlierearemultitudeathat 
^opdbidyasd  mink  that  he  (hallefcape  witfithe  maltitude.No, 
aUthe  nations  of  the  world  with  the  Lord-are  but  as  rAf^^y^i^f 
^imkst^miu$t^fimtUikfi9f$hekaUMC€^  nothings  wen  Ufei 
tifm^m$$bi9g»  j 

Andyet  fectker,  N9m$0rvjHfmtbehwfi  of  Jfr^el;'Vh€iQ%h\ 
itbetli^faoufe  of  IfraeL  yet  nomerey  upon  her.  If  it  were  the 
1m»u6  of  M«iwA  it  were  not  fo  much^  but  what  no  mercy  upon 
thehodfe^flftaell 

Theneamesof  any  toGod  exempts  them^not  from  the  wrath  j 

Q^God.  God  liatetii  finne^  and  hateth  (innemoftwhenitis] 

necttft  hiifi :  Tw  bm^e^l  k!$tm$t  tf  mU  phefomiluf^if  the  earthy  | 

Mref^ere^miA  Jfmrnjh  y^m  ferjtmrimiiiHkmyfftith^he  L&rd.  As 

wehate«T0Metn6iirbdfi>ifie8  inoK  then  when  itttat%fiir* 
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thee  dircancc;{bGod  hateth  (tnne  in  thofe  that  are  neareft  to  him 
more  than  in  thofe  t  hat  are  further  ofi;  for  Godvll  hfanltifiect  in 
411  thofi  that  dr0w  nigh  nnto  him^ 

But  wherefore  is  all  this  that  God  wil  have  no  more  mercie 
upon  the  hottfe  oflfrad  f  What  hath  the  h^ufe  of  Jfrael  done, 
that  God  (hoald  be  fo  angrie  with  it  ? 

It  is  worth  our  fearchiag  andenquiring  after ,  why  the  Lord 
will  at  this  time  have  no  mercie  upon  the  houfe  ofJJrdcidt  coc- 
cernesour  fclves  neerly. 

The  Hrfland  a  main  reafon  is,  becaufe  of  their  continuance  in 
their  falfc  way  of  worfhip,  notwithftanding  all  the  mcancs 
that  God  had  ufedto  bring  them  off;  not  onely  by  his  Prophets 
fending  them  again  and  again,  to  (hew  them  the  evillotthdr 
falfc  wor(Kip in thofetwocalvesthat  were  fet  up  in  Damzni 
Bethel :  But  by  moft  remarkable  workes  of  his  providence 
againft  them.  As  for  example.  The  workeof  God  agaiitft 
7^rtf^i^4m^whenhe  wasbutftretching  out  his  hand  againOrthe 
Prophet  that  came  to  denounce  judgement  againll  that  Altar 
upon  which  he  was  of&ring  Sacriiicei  his  hand  that  he  put  fbrtli 
^aii^  him  dryed  up^  fo  that  he  could  not  pul  it  invgain  to  him» 
and  upon  the  prayer  of  the  prophet  it  wasreftored  andbecan^e 
as  was  betore.i  Again,  the  remarkeable  work  of  God  in  anoin- 
ting lehf$  to  dcftroy  the  houfe  ol' Ahai  &  his  feed  for  their  Ido- 
latry. Yet  notwithftanding  thefe  Prophets,  and  theife  workes 
ofGod,WLih  many  other,  they  ftil  pcrnftediiitheir  wayof  Ido* 
latry.  And  this  caufed  the  Lord  now  not  to  have  mercie  upon 
thb  houfe  of  Ifrael. 

Let  us  take  heed  of  this,God  hath  ufed  and  ftil  doth  ufe  m^ns 
to  bring  us  ofFfiilly  from  all  way es  of  falfe  worfliip;  not  onelv 
by  fending  his  Minifters  itom  time  to  time  to  declaime  againft 
fuchthings,butby  wonderfnUand  remarkeable  workes. of  his 
providence  to  wards  England,  efpccially  at  this  day..  Never 
had  any  Nation,never  had  England  heretofore  more  remstrkable 
workes  of  God  to  draw  them  off  from  all  wayes  of  Bdfe  wor- 
fliip, to  bring  them  to  worftiip  God  in  the  right  way  accor- 
ding to  bis  wili.No  w  let  us  tremble  at  this  fentence ;  J  will  not 
Aide  mercie,  Iwill  have  no  more  mercie.  God  hath  added  mercie 
to  us  again  and  again  from  time  to  time*    And  now  me  thinkes 
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in  this  worke  of  Gods  mercie ,  that  hee  is  tbout  concerni  i^  uSy 
he  fpcakcs  to  us  as  he  did  to  the  people ,  Cnwtc  Mnd  fmt  •f  thy 
ornaments  thdt  1  may  kffatvwhat  to  doe  with  thee^  Come  now  and 
humbleyour  felves  that  I  may  know  what  to  doe;  As  ii  God 
fliouldfay,  Come  and  give  in  your  laft  anfwcr.  Certainly  in 
|hat  way  that  God  is  now  in  with  us  y  he  calleth  England  to 
give  itslaft  anfwer^as  if  he  (houH  fay.  Now  I  am  (hewing  mer- 
cie once  morejtake  heed  of  re  jeding  it,  leaft  you  have  a  Lorn- 
hsmMh  upon  you,/  will  adde  no  more  mercie  y  coniider  not  onely 
what  weh^vc  done  but  what  we  doe,  how  we  have  abused 
mcrcic^ndhowwedocnowabufeprcfcnt  mercie;  howoppc- 
fite  the  fpiritsof  moft  are  aga'uift  the  work  of  reformation  now 
in  hand^who  even  fay  to  the  Lord  Chrift,dcpart  from  us>  we  de- 
\  fire  not  the  knowledge  of  tby  wayes.  When  the  people  of  J/rael 
were  offered  Canaan ytnA  God  l^id  them  gpe  in  and  pofleiTe  it, 
th^y  were  th^nneer  untoit,but  whenthqr  thenrefofed  Canaan, 
Cpd  fwarein  his  wrath  (hat  they  (hould  not  enter  into  his  reft. 
If  evesaptoplewere  oflfered  Canaan  y  were  offered  the  Ordi- 
nances of  pod  in  his  ownwaw  certainly  we  are  at  this  time. 
i'  \j^t  us  jtreoable  left  God  ( if  we  rejeft  thi»  mercy  )  (hould 
fwearein  his  wrath>I  will  have  no  more  mercie  upon  you ,  and 
{owe  prove  to  be  a  Lornbamah  indeed. 

Butaiccondreafon  why  this  people  could  have  no  mercie, 
tKiightbe^becaufeof  thtir  forfaking  God  even  in  the  civill  State. 
I^or  you  arc  tpknow  that  this  people  pf  Jfrael  had  not  onely  left 
God  in  their  Church,  StatCi  :aqd  defiled  themfelves  with  falfe 
worfliip-but  they  had  in  their  civill  government  wickedly  de- 
psoted  trom  that  that  God  had  appointed  over  them :  They 
had  departed  from  the  houfeofD^t/iW.and  rent  themfelves  from 
it .  It  is  true,  this  was  of  Gods  pcrmiflion ,  but  yet  it  was  the. 
wicke4ncflc  of  their  hcarts^and  no  excufe  at  all  for  them.  Haicc 
C4^.  8.4.  GpdiCharges  them  that  they  hsdfctupiCingsbut 
not  by  him.From  whence  this  may  be  obferveable- 

Thatit  isa^moft  dangc^rousthing  for  a  people  to  forfake  that 
povemmecit^to  rebel  agaioft  that  civill  government,  that  God 
doth (et  over  them. 

When  the  people  rn  i  Sam.  i.j^  h^d  butrequireda  KiiTg,and 
would  npt  be  ruled  by  Judges  any  more>faith  the  Lotd  to  SfmM^ 
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0p^Aimi  Armoft^dtfeadfuttplM^  Audi  cmftft  fatly^ef «i 
dM<nMiTesiof  Swijmie'Mntf  die  flrit  Suifwrethi^toeltiMiBKJ 
pveflUnupoftmjrthodghtfMihttSK^  ibdutfemngf^goeonifiJ 
tvfVfdoi  Chtirch'goivtTnmentthitGodliadfiot  appoiiMd;  Fotf 
thusmytliMgittsjpetCbned';  Wkarit  God  fo  pnMrolnrd«gnt)ft«  I 
peojple'CiMit  will  re/eft  but  a  Cifil  govtmmicm,  rgovefoe^ ! 
menttlmthe  hadv  tppointed^  tint  fpecially coiiCfeM^kirtii#  j 
pittiModsmo^Thcaif  itprovetthat  God  hatK  tppoimeAlnf  I 
govcracfluaitiiira.'Churcb^  thatisDSfBineinfticurioiii  tteccocH 
fiemoschogqodo^'theronic,  tadisiffiinedktlytowerkevpofi 
tint,  rordjr  God  wiUt3C<inach>fim»provobedlhtK«arie)<A^ 
iii^ofit* 

Andgdnfjretftitiierttpenietfdi,  fiiidite«tteetbM|l|iwe 
haafsnoradYiUjKwcrMiadnt  ippoin^ 
hMii^tt  facehe'CiiiiDch  (bo?*  w«  hare  onci4>poinfedi!tM4iy 
GodbinfeUe;  AiidT«a4bivtlMramiiftl^ton:ferwlWft€i« 
httfufpiritBtUeffiaicjrvpoii  tkeheuti  nift  hswa^iritttitt 
nikiorthewamDtanddJiwftioav  Indded^pradttMcand^eifbir 
is€iioiigtf for cbe  ofdoiingcyf  tUogtthat  conoef oe  tbeoofttriiit 
matkiCxccpt  God  wilt  oomein  with  his  own  inftituiioni  BiiP 
when  it  Cometh  to  the  ordering  of  theheiiti  uA  tliie!reiMi|Mri* 
tutUeifiaiqrei6peAed(asiaiU  Chuneh  oiditumoes  theremuft 
be)  and  that  authority  byj  which  they«e  execoced  ^gtvedi  a 
gneat.  infkience  into^  then^  now^nothkig'Cafi  p  beyond  its 
pnnciple,  t  herefoteit  mud  haveadivine  inftiiiiim»i  Mfivrit  k9 
etficacy^ 

Itmay  herebedeiMiided^  whether  bath  net  God  apposnMd 
over  ua  a  partioulir  csfill  government  n  he  did  over  thfc 
Jewes? 

Thkt  our.fovemment  and^iil  lawfull  govemmeot  of  other 
nations  is  appointed  b)r  God,  we  miiflr  conchide  is  acertdne 
truth.  But  not  fo  appointed  by  Godaa  the  govemement  ot  the 
Jews  was.  And  the  reafimis  this^  btcaiife  the  Chutdi  and 
Go«inoiww)8dthi>£the  Jewes  was^invtdved  in<ine,and  thene^ 
toretheApoftlefpcakingof  the  Church,  he  faith- they  were 
MUws/iadfiT4mgmfrmm$lM^  C4^mmw9$  mfoltb^  IftMel ;  It  was 
jDicaBtofjthe  Chimh  ftttOi^  Thefewasifachaldnd  of  Poeda^ 
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!0g)rup4arfihel«w«  tdlMtkeClmrcbtfKlSutewareioTQlved 
9  we*  hr  CbriftwwldbccheJi€a<iof  the  Clmvcb  «n4  Gim«- 
[ior:-wa4Hi  t«o*M<l  $Mcm  xhs-m  Uiwcf ;  And  fe^thekgovm- 
iicnt  WM  ifBomltatcly  ff^m  Jietvetu 

Nowfox  tt^  Tter we  flioiild  Wefteovcmsnent tcoordiog 
9  Che  fides  •fwlMomevid  jofUcCitliatlnikcdii  eppmoled  by 
^d« 

God  wwM  farvf  M  Ittve  Ijgpvememcnt ;  Btit^  ktTeth 
he^rdj^rk^^thttgoviirncmentjf^  gnti^rtUDilfsor  pni^ 
iod/uftjce.  So  tbet  opw  ki$  Itiwml  ior  any  lOtiuosiie  or 
^ountiy  to  agree OBi^iithcrsand  ac((N*4iagt»tfacf Ule«<«  wifiibm 
nd  jiiftice,  toam)ouit  wbat  kind  of  gtircrmiicM  tiiey  will ,  ta 
irbct&er  k  fliall  oe  a  Monarcby*  or  an  Ariftocraci^^  or  a  Demo* 
radc^  and  to  limit  thia  accordiogto  Covenatui  pfwatttocnt^ 
%  wbether  that  the  fundaflacnull  poWer  iliiU  be  wholly  .put 
lit,  orany  Dairtfffifvedt  how  hur  tfai^  or  that  oian  or  foeiety 
fmm  AttU  have  the  atanaging  of  if*  and  the  Jike ;  then  fo  far 
»ifci$  agreed  im»iuwe«eibouifdiB  C^oiieienw  to  obey  either 
^vely.<ir.paflively*  but  no  finther  ate  weboundtoobey  any 
MM;  though  he  beta  authority,  yet  we  are  not  bound  to  obey 
imicitheradivelya'paifivclyii  imifi}ieDceianottyed.Thoiigh 
loftipenbeinanthodty,  yet  kia  no  refilling  of  authority  at 
IruotcodoewbilhaywaiUhaTe.  Yea  tlws^  the  thing  be 
iwfidlthey  woi4dhave«  yetifitbei^iOtacooEdingtothelawof 
le  XingdoiBi*  toxhc  fitft  i^eesmM  tMy  be  bound  by  the  rulek 
Fprudencqi^ofaveaiy  felfe;  but  it  is.  not  atithocky  that  bkxis 
leto^b^outcxfiConlcience&Btwwtiimftb^  diftin^ 

iufl^  b«tiMMKH«eoiaiMtkri(yi.aiid«he  authority  ofth^^^ 
len.        .  . 

Whmfpfe  foikn^aawf  feefct  bur  «>  heepe  ^authority  in  the 
gkchwfieUk:ith<titflowc&nQt:oy«  the  bttko^Tw^  cannot 
^cbargedlw  reiifttng  the  gowemaMint  (&od  hath  &c  over  u^ 
loorii  wo  do  not  pbey  the  wills  ofthofe  who  are  £rt  over  us, 
id  rktafbre  there  is  no  oufe  that  we  fhotaldj^taie,  that  God 
mAiifi^r  ta  finglafuL  i)9o^tlMpmBkdwMr$^^  hewiU 
nreno  meror. 

.toipfWMoi-:  ..      ••" 

\JSm  1  wiibsui  Winy  ufm^  th  h^ufi  ^Ininh. 
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Tbe  people  otlfnel  they  might  ft/i  Hofta  thou  an  a  preacher 
indeed, what  preach  nothir^  but  judgement^nothifig  but  wratk^ 
to  be  utterly  taken  awav?  Is  thece  no  mercy  at  all  ?  Is  not  God 
a  mercifull  God  ?  Yesiaith  the  Prophet,  though  you  be  taken  a- 
way,  God  knowetkbow  toglorifie  his  mercy  she  hath  others 
that  he  can  maketo  bcobjeftsvf  his  mercy  though  you  be  de- 
ftroyed. 

From  whence  firft  you  fee  that  thoc^h  God  utterly  rejeft 
{bme>y  et  in  the  meai^e  time  he  hath  others  to  (hew  mercy  unto» 
Therefore  it  is  noflea  for  any  {inner  to  fay  thus.  Well,  I  have 
finned  indeed,  but  God  is  merciftiU.  What  if  God  be  merciftd? 
fo  he  may  be,  thoi^^hou  be  damnedand  periih  ev^rlaftingly. 
Yea,  whole  kingdometand  nations  may  periih,  yet  God  may 
bemercihtll,  Gold  hath  (til  infinite  wtycs  to  glorifie  his  met- 
cie*  Many  people  in  defperatemoodes,lay  violent  hands  upon 
themfebres,  4ind  certainly  there  \%  akiode  offpirit  of  revenge  in 
it,  as  if  they  tfaoughtthere  would  be  fome  trouble  about  it,  and  jb 
God  (hoaldlo(^.fome  honour.  But  if  you  will  have  your  wiH 
in  this,  or  in  any  thing  elfe,  though  you  be  dead  and  rotten^ 
and  your  foules  perhaps  in^haincs  or*darkne(ie,God  will  h«ve 
w:ayes  to  be  glorious  in  his  mercy«what(bever  become  of  you* 

But'fecondly,  ImUhMvemerciufnthehottfc^fludah.  God 
will  al  waies  have  a  Church,  he  wiU  neyec  d€(lroy  his  Chbrch  at 
once,  the  Lord  lovethpublioue  worlhip  in  the  world*  Though 
he  vvy^vXMlftdks^waj  tMiMftffJfraelyytt  he  iNHUfwe  m/r^ 

-  Againc'Ifimd mightiay,  what  willnotGod  bemerdfoUto 
us  ^  why  I  pray  wh^  doth  jUdaA  get  bj^^er-woribippingef 
God  in  that  which  you  fiiyis  the  onely  right  way  ?JudiAin^ 
deed^kei^pethiherfetftttf  X^ruiaiemj  Ic^^petliherrel&t^wor- 
(hi(^(iltlteT<ltti||^ley  butwhic  doth  (hegitbyit?f«ff<iiugl«%« 
fte  3  udah  is  in  as  hard  an  eAtte  andin  as  low  acenditioti  ias  wei 
{nayas  we  idulliee  afterward,  JudM^  Was  inalowerxdM- 
ditiori  thao  Krael, )  a^d  certainely  (iich  kiride  of  exofef- 
(ions  as  theie>  tttey  vrould  bt^r^dy  to  have  kgainls^dM^ 
Prophet.  ..:.;<.  r-jvi:  I 

WeIl/aithGod;letj[udahbewhat(ht  wiUj  wll^faMtttf^ 
upon  her.  '  ' '^.  ,  •^>.    --^^  ..    v:   \;avt;iv»;v      I 
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Thoogk  ctmal  heirts,  when  tbey  look  upon  the  low  condition 
of  the  trac  worlhippersof  God,  think  th4t  there  is  no  difference 
between  thofc  that  are  in  a  good  way,  and  themfclves  that  are  in 
the  ways  of  fin,yet  God  will  make  a  difFcrenc*?;!  will  have  n^crcy 
upon lmdahjDvxv)ot}xp(m ifracU  Many  camallmen pleaTe them* 
felves  with  this  ;  I  fee  others  that  are  fliift,.  that  pray  in  their  fa- 
inilies,that  run  to  Sermons,  and  will  not  doe  t[iu$  and  thus,  as  o- 
thers  do,  yet  they  are  as  poore,  in  as  meane  a  condition  as  any  o- 
thers ;  wiUt  do  they  get  by  their  forwardncs  in  religion  ?  Are  not 
we  in  as  good  a  conmtion  as  they  ?  Wellfricnd,  though  thy  car* 
nail  heart  think  there  is  no  difference  betweene  him  that  (trveth 
Go^,  and  him  that  ferveth  him  not,  God  hath  a  time  to  manifeft 
a  difference  ;There/hdUd  tim^  come  (faith God,  Mai.)  .i  8.)  that 
jtm/baltretMrnesnddifcft'ne  tetween  the  riihteem^ndthe  wicMfd, 
tetween  him  that  feareth  Gody  wdbim  that  fearetb  him  not.  I 
will  not  have  mercy  upon  lfr4fly  but  I  will  have  mercy  upon 
luddh. 

Fourthly,  Judah  had  at  this  time  many  groffe  and  £eatfulLevils 
amongd;  them,  yea  fcarccly  delivered  from  Sodomy ;  it  will  aske 
agreatdealeof  time  tofliewyou  the  ftateof  Judahinr^ardof 
thehorrihle  wickedneife  that  was  in  it,  yet  God  faith,/  mil  hn^e 
mercy  ufen  the  hetife  eflnddh.  What  is  the  reafon  of  this  ? 

Becaufethoue^hludah  had  many  grofle  evils,  yet  ludahkeptto 
the  right  way  ot"  woribipping  Go^^  kept  to  Ieniralem,to  th^ 
Temple ;  fo  farte  they  Kept  die  worftiip  of  God  pure-  Hence 
welw, 

God  will  favour  a  people  exeeeding  much,thot^  there  be 
many  Weaknefles,  yea  giany  wickedness  amongft  them,  if  they 
keepe  the  worftup  of  God  pure.  It  is  true,thcre  are  many  fpirits 
that  are  moft  bitter  againft  thpfe  that  feeke  to  worftiip  God  in 
the  ikht  way,if  th€y  ai)  btit  get  them  tripping  in  any  (mail  thinjg> 
they  follow  it  agatnft  them  with  all  their  might,with  all  the  bit- 
temefle  that  they  can  poflibly.  This  is  not  like  unto  God^ 
God  will  favour  thote  that  worftiip  him  in  a  right  way, 
though  for  other  refpetfls  he  may  have  many  advantages  a- 
gainuthem. 

But  this  (you  wil  fay  j  feemes  to  contradi<Sb  what  you  faid  be- 

fore,for  you  faid,  the  nearer  any  are  to  God,thc  more  he  hates  their 
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finnes^and  the  fins  of  ttoietfaiain^aihcwoFwcNrOiipb^  God 
in  a  pore  minner^e  vfock  than  the  fins  of  others. 

Itisttues  But  as  their  relation  to  God  in  the  neameflfe  of  hiis 
worfliip^  is  an  aggravation  of  their  finssfo  their  rdatioD  to  God  i^ 
a  foundation  of  their  hope  of  merde  ikxn  Gpd* 
Howisthis? 

It  makes  their  finne indeed  worfcjlb  as  to  provoke  God  topu* 
nifli  them  iboner^andjperhaps  bitterer  J  vet  their  reladpotoGod 
keepeth this  ground  otftith 9  thatGodis  their  God  (till,  and 
will  have  mercie  upon  them  at  lafL  But  the  wicked  though 
God  Ipare  them lon^  than  his  own  people,  yctwhenhe€OBf>* 
metha£;ainft  them  he  rejefteth  them  utterly,  fo  he  did  Jfrdehlm^ 
4bjt  indeed  was  puniOied,  Ixit  yetliv^i^&hadmerdeatlaft^  but 
(fiuthGodJ  ImUkmfewmcr&merciimfomPhehmfrsflfrmt, 

Fift^,  I/r40^  had  prevailed  a  link  before  9gain(ll«^  fbrif 
youreade  in  2  lCfffx.14.12.  you  (hall  finde  that  l$uUh  waspiitto 
the  wocfe  before  x/rseij^  Text  bkh^Theyfiedw^j  smm  u  $heir 
Tsnts^/md  lehosfi  the  Kingaflfriui  te^smas^ob  Kin^  #f  la^ 
idkymficmmm$9^  \er$ifdUm^  Mmd  hsl^f  Jkmne  the  wsUefLantfsUm, 
frem  the^Mti  ofEtwdim  te  thecermergMte^eMre  hmtdted  cmhiit : 
jindhe  toiJ^e Althe gold4Mi  filver  ^  dnddll  the  veJkhthMtwn^ 
imtke  hetf/i  efthe  LerdgOmiiu  eke  eredfifres  rftbe  Kings  boMfiffMnd 
befisges^dndretftrneJte  SdttHirid.  And  this  was  but  a  little  bc^ 
fixe  this  tiniey  Ifr^i  had  thus  prevailed  againft  Indah^  and 
brought  IttJah  under,  yet  now  fiuth  God,  I  will  have^  tmepck 
ttfem  ItuUh  but  not  mfm  IfrMl.  What  (hould  we  note  from 
hence? 

Gqdfomedmesflieimth mercie  topocxc  aflflifted  ones,  and 
yet  reje^eth  thdfe  that  are  greater  and  enjoy  more  pro^)erity  in 
the  world.  Many  that  are  mere  people,  poqre  ibules  that  are  in 
a  low  affiled  eiendition ,  Godlookes  upon  them  and  Hieweth 
oiercie  unto  them,  when  brave  <ines  that  came  it  oat,and  thrive 
and  live  gallantly  in  the  worlds  are  many  times  rejfefted  of 
God.  MarkeWMtGod  iait^  Zefh.  3.  ;i- 1  mill  leave  im  the 
middefief  thee  an  Affideddndf  core  feefhy  andthej  finli  tpufiin 
the  nmu^efxhe  LerdOoA  lookes  not  at  the  hmve  am  gallant  ones 
ofthe  world,butatthepoore  and  ^ftedonefe^  and  they  fliaU 
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truft  in  the  ntme  of  die  Locd.  We  moft  not  then  judge  at  the  hup* 
pine&.ofnen  tcoording to  then:  fuccefle  in  the  world :  For  you 
mzf  n^wbe  delivered )  and  others  kept  under  afi&Aion,  yet 
aftarwacds  yon  may  be  reje^tcd^'  and  the  others  received  unto 
merck.  ^ 

Further,  H^fia  was  the  Prophet  of  Ifr^tl  ^  he  watTent 
totheteoTribes»  yet  H#/Mtellathein,  whofe  Prophet  efpe* 
aiSfy  hee  was,  that  God  would  have  no  more  mercieupon 
cficm-  And  hefpeaks  te  ImJdh  f  he  was  not  fern  to  them)  and 
he  tells  them  that  God  would  have  mercieupon  them. 

Here  we  may  leame  how  impattiall  tlue  Minifters  of  God 
ought  to  be  in  their  work,  theymuft  not  gpe  according  tf  their 
nrtieular  private  engagemrnts>th0Ugfa  they  a»  engaged  more  to 
fitdi  a.  people  in  divers  regards,  yet  if  they  bewickc^  theymuft 
dealefaitUidly^  and  plainly,  and  denounce  the  judgements  of 
Gad  I  Andif  otliers,thou^hftrangets  to  them,  begodyiy>  they  are 
to  give  to  them  that  comfort  that  belongs  unto  tnem.  My  brc<* 
thren,  partiality  tn  tlio(e  inpublique  places,  efpedalty  of  die 
Miniftery,  isagreatevill.  It  was  for  this  that  God  faidhehad 
made  the  Prieft -and  the  Levite  contemptible  aqd  bafe  before  all 
dispeople :  Why  ?  becanfethey  were  partiaUin  the  Law>  Msih 

7*  It  is  a  great  aggravation  of  the  mifery  ef  fome,  that  God 
Ihew^  m^e  to  others.  Tor  it  is  here  fet  downe  as  a  part  of 
ahethreatnti^agiinft  I(rael,  1  wiMhaw no  wtaromireie  Hfon  If- 
ruei^bmlwUJbewmircietoltidnh.  To  aggravate  the  mifery  of 
Ifiad,  God  manifeftipth  hismcrcie  to  Judah.  Mark  how  God  in 
-?/^^5»i5-  makesita^art  ofhisthreatningagaiaft  the  wicked^ 
ti^hewiU(Kew  merae  to  his  fervants :  Behold^  my  fervdnts  \ 
fiMMeaH^butyoHlhallbehHngriei  my  fervants  ft/aSdrinkfy  but  \ 
jefiaiiethlrJUe :   SthoU^  myfervoM^s-fifaUrtjopf^  but  ye  Jhall 
beafiamedi  BeMd^my  fervants  ^ullfingfer joy  pf  hearty  bttt  yee 
thai  crie for ferrow  ef  heart ^ndbowte  for  vesc^tion  efjpirh.  Tmfe 
fjf  i^/xT  are  cutting  ones  to  the  heart  cJfthe  wicked.  Andobfcrvc 
it,hcreistheword[|i?#)frWi/]]th'eetimesufed,  in  fettiiig  out  the 
<&[{h'ence  that  God  will  make  betwecne  his  fervants  and  the 
wicked,  and  how  God  will  aggravate  the  mifery  of  the  wicked 
b^  (hewing  mercy  to  his  peojde,  beomfeiti^sathingmuchto  be 
^ Kj ,  cor>> 
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confideied.  Afikep]tceyouhave,i^^.8.ii.  MA^ie fball c$me 
from  the  EafiMdff^efi^and^AttJtt  JUwnemth  Ahshamy  Ifaac, 
and  Idcoff^tut  thechildren  rf the  Kingdome  JhaU  ke  cdfi  cut  into 
outer  darkpcjfe,  there /ball  he  weeping  andgnafhing  cft^eth.  Mark, 
they  {hall  gnafti  their  teeth  when  thc)^  fliallfee  how  they  are  re- 
jefted  andothers  received,  gnaHi  thdr teeth  for  envic  and  vexa- 
tion of  fptrit,  for  it  is  a  great  aggravation  of  mens  mifery.  And  is 
it  not  folBUed  this  day  ?  How  doe  many  bite  their  nailes,  and 
gna(h  their  very  teeth  to  fee  the  mercie  that  God  fticweth  to  his 
people  in  giving  them  liberty  and  encouragement  in  his  fcrvice, 
while  he  orflcth  ftiame  and  contempt  upon  their  faces,  &  bring- 
eth  them  forth  to  anfwer  for  their  wickednefle^.and  to  fuflfcr  con- 
digne  puni(hment.  Wicked  mens  Spirits  vexe  at  this«  it  is  that 
wnidi  they  cannot  poffiblybeare,  it  is  that  which  galleth  and 
fretteth  the  very  caul  of  their  heart  to  fee  the  mercie  of  God  to 
his  people  now  in  thefc  dayes;  to  fee  (iich  an  opportunity  as 
this,  to  meet  together  with  this  liberty  to  exercifc  ourfdves 
in  the  word,  when  they  are  caged  up*  This  they  gnafti  and  grind 
their  teeth  at. 

Itisobfervable,  that  which  you  have  in  ^£F/ 12.2  i.P^ir/ was 
fpeakin^  there  a  great  while  to  the  Jews,  and  they  heard  him 
quietly  fill  he  came  to  that  word  Depart^  fir  1  will  fend  thee  far 
hence  unto  the  Gentiles ;  the  Text  faith,  they  gave  him  audience 
untothiswordyandthen  they  lift  up  their  voices^  andfaidy  Away 
withfuch  a  fellow  from  the  earthy  for  it  is  not  fit  that  hejhonld  live. 
What  to  difgrace  us  thus,  and  to  think  that  the  Gentiles  (hoiild 
come  to  have  more  mercie  then  we  I  Away  with  fuch  a  fellow 
f.omthcearth. 

We  havefuch  an  cxpreflion  likewifeln  Lukf^:i6.  Our  Saxjl- 

ourChrift  teld  the  Jews  of  the  widow  of  Sarepta,  that  Elioi 

the  Prophet  was  fent  onely  to  her,  and  that  Naaman  the  Syrian 

of  all  the  Lepers  in  Ifrael  was  deanfed ;  They  of  the  Syns^sue 

when  they  heard  thefc  things,  the  Text  &ith.  They  were  nUed 

with  wrath^ndrofeup  andtbrufi  him  out  of  the  Citiey  and  led  him 

to  the  edge  cfthe  Ijill  whereon  their  Citie  wai  built ^  that  they  might 

caft  him  downe  head-long.    They  were  fo  vexed  at  Chrifts  Set;; 

mon  there,thatthey  would  have  broke  his  neck  as  ^one  as  hei 

had  done  preaching.  It  was  at  this  word.  There  were  many  wid- 
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d&»^  in  Ifksiel  in  the  time  9fEli4^jkHt  nnu  none  efihem  was  EHoi 
fentfwe  unie  the  vfUaw  ctSarefta;  and  many  Ufers  were  in  Ifrael 
in  the  dajes  efEliJha^and  nene  of  them  were  c/enfed^  fi^i^g  NdM" 
mum  the  Sjrian.TjiQ  meaning  is  this^Chrift  intimated  thus  much, 
that  thoi^  there  were  many  dt  the  people  of  liraeU  yet  the  Lord 
would  have  mercy  but  upon  a  few  of  them ;  yea  that  God  would 
ckooferather  otherpeopleto  fhew  mercy  to,  then  thcmfelvcsj  at  j 
this  they  were  inraged*  And  certainly  this  wil  be  the  aggravation 
of  the  mifcry  of  the  damned  in  hell :  When  adamhed  fpule  in  hell 
(hall  there  come  to  know  the  mercy  of  God  to  others :  It  may  be 
wicked  parents  {hat  fee  the  children  that  came  out  of  their  loyne5> 
or  out  of  their  wombes^at  the  right  hand  of lefiis  Chrift  in  g  lory , 
and  themfelves  caft  down  into  eternall  torment  ^  this  will  be  a 
ftii^ng  aggravat  on  of  mifay^no  mercy  unto  thee^but  mercv  un- 
to thy  ^acious  child,  the  child  that  thoufnibbedft  andrekukedft 
for  bemgforward^e  is  now  at  the  right  hand  of  Chrift,  and  thou 
caftinto  everlafting  mifeiy.    So  it  may  be  a  poore  fcrvant ,,  a 
poore  boy  in  a  family, may  ftand  at  the  right  handof  Jtfus  Chrift 
hereaf ter^and  alcend  with  him  in  glory  ;  and  his  rich  mafter  that 
was^that  murmured  at  Kim^  and  would  not  fufier  him  to  have  the 
leaft.time  for  to  doeGodfcrvicc  in^  but  checked  him  in  every 
thii^iand  caft  it  upon  his  confcience,  oh  this  is.your  prccifenclTe : 
perhaps  he  fees  himftlfe  caftdowne  into  eternall  nufery,  when 
thatpodrefervantof  his^  that  poore  apprentice  (hall  goe  up  to 
eternall  glory. 

-  Btttyetfiirthcr.Godfidth,  I  willhwe  mereie  nfon  the  heufe  vf 
iuidh.  Here  is  linother  note  very  obfcrvable,.  and  much  concer- 
ning our  prefent  conctition  too*  God  proniifeth  to  Imdah  merde, 
after  I/riif/x  rcj^dion^  yet  if  we  fearch  the  Scriptures  we  (hal 
findc  that  after  this  promife  b9th  before  the.rejcdionof  I/J-^r/ 
wisexeciifed,and  after  the  execution  thereof^  I  fay,  we  (hall  fin:^ 
tiiaf  even  li^/Er  was  under  very  fore  afflidions,  zvA  gfad  condi- 
tion (hee  wa$pttt  inttt  after  this  promife  wasmaticAs  if  you  will. 
tRme  bat  to  that  Scripture  (ibrwemuft  looketo  one  Scripture 
ttodcompawitwith  another)  2  Chren.  28, 6.  you  IhalL  fee  there 
tiiiei;6k  faith,  ihl^i  Pekfh  the  Senne  of  Rmd&th  Jlew  in  lueUb 
4^  hundred  dnJ  twenty  th0$fifimd  in  one  (kv :  We  never  heard  of 
(iick^  battel,  (uchailauditer,cwcwond|;r.  when  we  hcare  of  five 
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or  tenthooikidikine  in  the  fidcUiete  we  Iitvc  i  90ooq.  lUuic, 
and  this  was  liter  diisproBiife  that  thifikii^fa^  y^ 

and  further,  [[t^ir.8.3  Tlnrtimfrs  tifidci  fmrkd€4miws  apopoQ. 
Vfowfen^finsy  amddamghurs^yekfmitia^  Qt^/r.  1 7»  J  Zihr  Ednmtgs 
€Mm$  ntU  httifmitttnfow$c  (fjl^dah/md  carried  ^mgr  caphftf  .And 
[[cvr*  1 8.3  Tibtf  Philifiims  had  imvddtd  fJ^  Oii^s  •f  tin^Lm^ 
C(Uimri€^andofthef§iuh9flttdMh».  md^hey  dmch  $htrti  And 
Iyer.  1  p.]  it  is  (aid,  the  Lord  brmght  ludsh  law,  Andfwrr.ao.] 
it  is  faid  that  TikatinFiUufir  King  rfjffjris ,  whom  Ahs^  hsd 
fim  t$  hi  ft  himjhe  ame  andMfirepd  tbemy  lfu$  fircrngthomd  thfm 
mt^  l1ercwa^Pek£tbtbeCaDDCotMjtm4l$4h{Uy&  xapooQ.  aad 
carries  away  captive  200000.  then  there  comfit  the  Philiftim$. 
and  they  invaded  the  countrey,and  dieii  the  Edooutes  they  csaxied 
away  Captive^,  and  God  bttnottb  them  k>w>  and  theit  i$omm 
Tilgftb-PitneferjirA  he  inftead  of  helping*  djifiK&th  them- What 
acaie  were  they  in  npw^yetdus  was  liter  this  pioimie,  forthtf 
pDomiie  was  iiuidetoIiKiUr  in  thebeginntng  dEHoft^U  Ptjophefie, 
ib  it  is  vcr.  2.  The  torinning  of  the  Wmrdoftho  Ifordkj  Hofis^ 
anditwasbeforetherejedtionofj^jr/^fiBritwas  indieiei§M 
of  ^Imc  thatliKiifib  was  bmie^ 

wasaboutaa.yeeresbcforet&eexecucionof  thefentence  agaii^^ 
lyr^fZ/or that  was fldfillediii the  fizthycereotthe  reigpec^Hir* 
iukfoh^  which  (if  yoH  take  itfromthe  beginning  of  the  rqgneot 
Ah4z,,  who  rained  16.  yeeces)  majtts  22*  yeercs.  Now  ithis 
promifetoliifitfjb  (asltold  youinthebqginning)  wis  ipade  19 
Cheday^QfruJ4&  KingofIii^^andori«r^^  Kin^of  ^- 
r4f/,  which  was  at  Icaft  7U.  yeercs  before  the  icjedioii  of  ytMl  • 
aad  yet  after  the  makii^ofthispi»milieJDvM  you  lee  ^g«Bimt;fc 
to  be  ifi  this  ib  lad  a  condition. 

Yea.and  we  (hall  fitidc  befides,  diat  prcfimdy  tfter  JfrMtU  rer 
jeAion, . thooghGod  had  <ayd  hce  would  rejeft  Ifraei  ^  and  be 
flierdfuU  to  iiU«£r,(b  that  a  manwodd  thinke  now  that  Ittd^ 
(hould  comcinto  abetter  condition  duua  evcr^  yet  kt  how 
Jttdahw^s  dqalt  with.  And  for  that  markc  the  ^[Kings 
1%.  ij.iTheTextfaith  thatfyriSv  thitHmh  jffrt  f  of  Boxm^ 
kjdb,  Semuherib  Kingof  AfyridCdmo$ff  0g0$nfi  hUobj  and 
this  was  after  the  Codling  offilthe  ten  Tribes^ior  that  v^  lia^ 
fixtbjenojof  Hojciki^^  ^t<cr.  xo.tad  fevenyeers  after  oame 
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^Mmbmt^  agptjnfk  ItKbh>  tUnkiBgcopoeTayle  t^ttnfttliem  as 
they  had  done  befqce  agtinft  iTrael ;  And  then  HUeki^b  vruM 
faineto  gcre'^tm 4ir^^^  JUverth4twM  frmndimfhe h0mft  cf  the 
L^rA^  sndmtkfirtufm-eiiftlmKitigshgm^^ 
vfr.i6.  ^iHtitiiHigkvntMnetPjnit^  th$Jkn'f$ 

Kktgrf^firi^.  NowtheLordkeqeourKtngdem  MrPtr^ 
litmest  mm  ghrine  tbt  gold  #f  the  Temple  doore^inatty  way 
of  comply  ance  with  adymligiianriatcx;  thtthaveany  evil  eye 
aitthfbcaiitybfcaKSiQf^j..    ,  : 

Y:ea,  mAiitaSmmckfrHiJsm  goitksi  thta,  not  contdi^wkh 
it^hM  imkth&i^/iiltfh  (torn  Uchiih^widi  a  great  faoft^^iift 
teofalem.  Yott  mayfie,  the  advcrftrtck  of  the  Cfabrch  ate  ne- 
ter6ti$fted«yeddtothcm,gratifiethrnMnivhatvoaw31»  tid^ 
istheficftfeenpcattfya?  what  will  yoUlbeiiftridt;  andra^ed^ 
mifdUtoAimmmM^  with  you;  tkf 

hepti  t»yieel(l,thev  wiItiurirerhaVedoi^,the¥  wU  fti^ 
qpQB  yxni.  Hfn€ki4b  yedAti  to  SmsuAmi  ^jcwn  to  take  ^ 
wny  the  gold  e(  the  Temple  doones ;,  yd  a  little  While  after 
he  cMieth  agam  with  n  great  .ho^  .fe  that  HMtkidh  h\Ayn 
ywt^^dltitXiia\As±i:Ai^^  19.  N^thing^wiUiydet 

tbem  butthfc  miitoof  the  Chmch/!  they  maft  nee des  have  that, 
I>immipkbitydnmmtkitjm9toAggramUy  nothing  cU^wiii 
(afii^fie  themi.   .  ^  ^  : 

:  To  thisiow  edbate  and  fad  condkiianiwis/lBrdafabroag^tnod 
loiV  after  Jfiu^waKtakasaWay^  yet  God  prpmifiEth  mefcy- 
toludahfbrallthis.  What  (hall  wee  leame  from  this? 

^Thfspn^tifcJeltiBGonfaroiar.ptsrehtc^  God  may  in- 

tead  aAiehmecor jea<}od  may  beina  wayiofmeDcyf&apecple, 
y^ef  may  bringtlutpeopUiDtavetygreatftaitsy.^ 
XhrptMufooRicNfe  meitiMarealw 
Qonwipftiof  theicnoflb .  It  wd  thidhe  that  ^pdnrthepdmife  of^ 
qyccywtefliatlb^deliireiMIt^  we 

Uy  woqe  ^pda  the protnifeV  then  the.  paomiie.^will  or  caii 
bcare^  .  -   .«    '~^-  /'  •  r  .  •     •   ,i .  /  . .   .. 

ltif.ag»eat«yiUthiittBT»eesdethfiximi)iadi  nv^ki^ofifpirit^ 
and-4ifttsapteiQfhchrt,.(fcrpcc^ 

tilings  &tf  thesi^iyet if th^m^tomeany  cut^Un  thbur^^  ahy  difii«* 
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Afi  SxfifiMM  rf     ^ 

€Qky,«i7tn>ttble,Ohnow  wearegdtK^Tx>wwe  treallloft>now 
God fiathleftos^Wehoped that  there  would  haye  oome  tXHtcy^ 
We  looked  for  light^aiid  heboid  darkeneS)  new  thcfieart  finketh, 
and  tU  is  prefently  given  for  gone*  Kn6w  Wf  brethren  this  is  an 
evilandan  wibeleevingheait,  «i  eviiantd'ahanehankftiUlieart* 
God  inijrti  indeed  done  great  tlimgsf^^  ycthowrauiyarewe 
th0ujbGodbcin£ickawayy  agbrioaswayofHicrcy^  if  we. 
heare  of  any  dilfidilty,  of anylittte  nibbe>  any  coimbiiui^  of  the 
a^{verlariestogecheiiw)e  moitexpefltiethi  ignewbutblood^and 
bid  farewell,  andadaetoallourpeacef  we  ttoughttobaveiuiifc 
happy dayes,  but nowtfaeLbrd&cbmmnigoiitagainftas;  and 
allthatisdonemuftbeiindeneagaine;  why,  whyarej^ouib 
full  of  unbeleefc^  Surely  this  is  unworthy  ot  Ckriftians,  limt 
proFeflle  aniotereft  in  God*,  anci  unworthy  of  all  the  eood  chac 
V3jod  hathr  dopeior  t&.  .B«rcrthoi^befbrehe  had  walked  t^u- 
the  ktsK  hffdogh  kihe  powtr  of £!iir  ift,  y^ptwhen  the  wavfti  catne^ 
now  MMfi^fave  mey9r\el/i  IferiJK  Hath  not  God'siiideus^^ 
walkeopon  the  waves  of  the  feaall  this  while?  wroi^ht  as  &cu 
a  Miracle  for  us  in  England  as  he  did  for  Feter  f  Yet  wb^a 
Hivii  doth  but  rife  aiittl&hikhertfaenbcfbre^we  arefo  diftreftid 
tnbnrl^irit}5that>weqiofca&lyxtyiQkMa^ec:fa«ei]s  ;but  Wc 
lookepnc^ponw(HiieratiddircanrageQiieanothersiie|^  tod 
\  in  flbwxt  of  ct^^ing  lintaGod^  weoyont  oee  toanother  in  a  d  tf^ 
;  couraging  way,  and  (b  pine  away  in  our  iniquities  t  Certtiiify 
i  €iod:s  cxceedu^lv  suigiy  it  fuch'a  demeatmuras  this,  andyet 
thisJs  ordiJBiaryj^  Dotb  in  TCga;xi>  of  nations.,  and.  particote 
perfons.     ^  '  '  •:  •  /  •    i  .  .   .. ' 

-  Of  nations:  It  wai(a  with  IndakCfor  I  defire  tbiceepe  as  dofe 
qs  I  can  tothe  wcxJcr  I  am  abol]t)tliatigk  Godfaad  made  this  pro- 
mise to  Judahhcrei  'yctif  weteake intDthe7;  IfM.  (IfdiMk  wis 
'QQntempot3iy.lPftitki/^itf,vatidi0  WJB'^^  miP 

kingof thispromire)  We  ibali  fee  how  :thcy  wece  ttouUed  with 
ftare  i^faith  the  tatj^henit^ids  toUtbt  hmfkof.DavidJajhg^ 

^  and  the  heart  ef  his  feople  were  moved  M  the  trees  of  the  woodwere 
\mfved  wkh  the  mnde^.  iiirp%eie  afhKy4^d>  fl^teke  asitke 

i'j  vxiy  ieavci  oFthetreisihakci  tfcc5)rtit|ie  JUpgof  liriah^jftKliiltJth^^ 
people  J  W4iibiit.Gi)diptak5tptWPiopftit^i^^ 
;  .   J  1  1 1. f and 
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1 1  .(abdit  was  at  this  timewben  they  were  fo  troubled  becaule 
ofthecncimescDfxiinetgainflthenijGodI  fay  iiithat  Chapter 
fpeakcsto  the  Prq>hct,ai\d  (  faith  xYittcxi)he  ^t^kes  vnth  afirpng 
bandJajlngJaj^miji^A  cpnfcJkra^j/iCQf^t^MCjtOh  the  King  9f 
ifndaBJ^theKin^tfSyridorecwfederatct^t^  flfuSvm 

iae  i  wejOTMBd^ne,  we  ^eUfifrr  ever ;  faj  neeje^  AcomftdgrMy^ 
MeithcrpmrjethiifeMrjMr  ke^AtdJhmpmOip^the  LQriefhoft* 
UmftifjMmdUe  himkejemrfeare.  Tfu^God  would  have  fai^ 
Saints  de>not  when  you  hear  of  confederate  enemica^or  anv  ill  tip 
dings  abtK>ad;Qh  the  papAbare  linked  together^Aconfedttacyi 
acorfederacy :  do  not  lay  a  confederacy,  fsariwtthtir  fcar,but 
finftifietheLordofholkhtinlUfe,andlctUmbeyourfwe9  and 
lethimbeyoatdre^,  andhefliallbeforafandhiatytoyousand 
macke  the  refohidon  of  the  Prophet  afterward^  ver.\j.  1  wiU 
waite  Mfen  the  Lord  that  buUth  his  fkce  from  the  boHjh  ef  lacei^ 
Mil  win  Uekefirhim.  Oh  that  this  were  the  difpo&ioh  of  our 
hearts  1  Take  ttat  note  awav  with  ybuj  amongilmany^tboiigh 
voucani]ot  remember  all,  when  you  heare  fo  many  rumors  of 
teares  and  troubfb,  as  if  all  were  gone,  and  there  were  now  no 
more  hope,  Let  thisbeyonr  anfwcr ;  IwiM  wdite  nfonthe  Lord 
tiM  hideih  Ue  fMcefiramihe  hotrfe  efJdcet^fox Godjs  in  a  r/ayt>f 
mcrcy^and  mercy  eertainely  we  lUall  havener  us  looke  for  it. 

AndftrpavticularpQfQnSj  how  ordinary  is  it  though  God  be 
in  a  wondcrfuU  gracious  way  of  mercie  towards  themi  yet  if 
theydoebutieetetheirairiTiptiQnsitirrli]^^  allis 

goneprefentlf^ilwasihdeedinagoodway^but  Godris  gone'; 
ChrMfcisgQDS,af|d'Mcrcieis'gonerandail?isgoDe,^^^^  in-^ 

tendethn#.thoughtsof  good  to  me.  Obbci)otunbeleeying,but 
bdeeYinj^  Tor  &s  isthe  way  of  <jiad^t&oug|h  he  prbmifeth  great 
mercie »  yet  in  the  meane  ^tisie  he  may  bring  into  ip%at  affU*» 
Aions*  •  "'"''^^  -  i  •  "i ".  *.^  *  ^x.  .\   's  1. 

IwiU  nit  have  mercie  Mfonlfi^l^  hit  IwHkbnvimerde  n^en 

*      btdnh^andwiMfiivethem.' 
Vw  a  people  to  be  faved  when  others  oee^e  tbem  «re  ddb^oy-^ 
ed,  this  IS  a  great  ftttiog  out  oCOpds  gqodnede^  to  them ;  as 
tofiaiid  upoDthe  O^ore  fvdiy >aiidf<;^jothers&^^  be* 

foreus,  is  a  great .augmentaubni^^Codsjibeicy  soiltodsusi 
Whmthepcbjple^rf^Hhicl  cwldfbndapoil 

L  2  Egyp- 
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BgyjmAtislumUingiatht  Kaiblm^  <iifl  lltticikaii  lobdie^ctft 

'  ndpn  the  fhoarr^^A^^^fakb  die  Tcxt'^fung  jiHfif  «W  th  cUUnm 

cflfrdtl  wU9tbe  JjBri.  Aodthuluiukof  VMSCf  the  Lord  hsti 

Santei  to  us  inEngland,fbrwiiBe  cur  seiglibourieg  nttcos  have 
\\m  %  ooinbiiftion,  aaid  nun;  of  dum  fpofted^  Mee  haw  itte  unr 
derourQiRnieyiQieS|aiidMaderoiir*own^A9«<^cea^  ndourgrettf' 
eft  afiUi^oDS  have  becii  on^y  the  faeadng  of  what  cor  ^tethren 
haveiu&r^  aodyct  ik>  9x&x:  Wberfas.all  aheiut  m  i^a&the 
fiery  fucBace»  and  Mfewalhekith^  fmddaftnf  it  like  thethcec 
children^  and  OIK  garments  DOC  tooohed^  iiorthefflpuellof  thefice 
nai{bdbnthemi  whoaiiswyifitaU  Coontneaic  Gi^kM/^floBta^ 
bew^ediwitb  thetempefliQ^Godawtath^  yea  wlthkhairowD 
blix)d,  behold  vireafedi},  and  the  fueK&uic  of  Godsmcfcyia 
upon  uf  Ae  Ua^:kQcs  of  the  aiifcry  df  our  brcchieii  is  the  bri^t 
pefie  of  our  mercy. 

:  Itistbc  Lord  irhat  ^yill  fare  them*  Thia  isanupbtajilingfif 
Ilirael.  Oh  Ifracl  you  thinke  to  bcf^ved  by  yous  owa policy , 
you  htvegor  a  htch  beyond  God*  yoii  are aluiJ  that thefcfifite 
fliould  go  ^  to  Iem£dem  f  a  worfliip^  therefore  yoah^ve  fi.t  up 
'tbetWQ.Calv&a^toihr^yourfdiwa;  B«t  Ipckl^  OiddLbe&vvili 
and  iawd  ajftcr  4nQt!berWay^;Iadab'oeedi]g]t^tttfuchcaffiiaU 
fetches  and  poliGJiea  to&vethemfelveaj  %  the  Lonf  fiaU&ve 
theoi* 

'  Thc^ittamaUhea^ithiahcv  a^d  endaaiiouir.to  &w  ibfih^ 
felvea  ohtiy  bv:th^  owo  padicriiB*>aiidioani^  9riiyiat,yrt  le| 
Goda  peor^  K(Miwy  that  ney  have  a  flrotigcriauninsftoifiive 
them  ^eoailthe^polide  in  the  world.  Soks^aathe  Wifdom, 
thePQiwr^theoiercyithefiuthfisbesof  GaiiaioDilV^!^  tbej^ 
needtmiithecikgigtbtAieirfaowbiitthat^  : 

I  wi/lfavff  themij  theLcrd.  .  t     .' 

•>c  WhariatteaAeJaaii^iDft^     \   ■  •. -\ . •  w  . .  . '  \'     \  .  \ 

this  by  Interpreters  is  atn'iedcohcaernirig  iChn^h'  That  God 
the  Fft&er!prQiEiii(ethio  faMi^  Chrijflu  .  &$  JDjmi  f  ^jl^; we4ave 
fifchaojCsapitfflonuDpi^yerv  ^j^.  O  iMihem^  thf  Fm^ir^of 
^r^/KoMMi^^^  Cim^  &i».T£ai  hero; 

Godimtt*ta/^b|DtfaeJLv4thaeia^l^^  ..      i,    :   .^  ji 

-  \  .  ^  ^    '  niftration 
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iiiActtidnofGods  grace  to  his  people  4>  givefY  intotke  hands  ot 

Jesus  Chk  i  st.  It  isChrift  that  doth  live  th^,  peopled 

God>  and  hath  fayed  theo)  in  all  fonnertiines ;  in  allagbs^  It  is 

tvue^in  tht  merits  of  Chrlft  all  are  ftvedjthat  erety  onewil  grhitA 

as  Zachn.  9. 1 1 .  Bj  the  hU^iof  thj  Co^iUMmP  I  hmveftm  f^tU 

thyfrifth&s  90$  if  the  fit.   AU  the^onert  of  Gods  people 

ever  (ince  the  wotld  began,  that  have  been  fent  out  of  the  pit,  it 

hath  bcenbytheblcodof  thecovcnant,  by  the  merits  of  Chrift: 

and  not  ondy  fo.tnt  Chrift  in  the  admintfntion  ot  all  hath  been 

tfcechiefr,he  hath  been  the  Ahgel  of  Gods  prelence,  that  hath 

ftood  up  (or  his  people  in  all  their  neceflitits,  he  hath  been  the 

great  Captain  and  deliverer,  the  SaVioar  oPthepi  all.    Let  Chrift 

then  have  the  honour  of  a  Soveraigne  to  us  in  regard  of  our  ial- 

vation  in  outward  deliverances.  Let  us  looke  up  to  him  then  for 

£^lvatipn  in  all  ourftraits.  And  if  €hri(V  was  the  Saviosr  of  his 

poDf^  inr  all  asiei,and  ftill  will  "be,  then  kxA^  thofe  ages  and 

places  where  Chrifblsmoftknowne  and  honouced  may  expetSI 

thegreateft  ialvation.  And  this  is  for  ouroomfoit,  for  aboveall 

the  a^es  that  ever  wa»  (ince  the  wotid  be^ ,  Chrift  is>  moft 

knowiieand^onoured  ill  t^is^e^and^all  fdacesin the  worlds 

It^eJn  jS^^4)ine[  tmcMigft  our  counsrey men;  «id  if  Chrift  will 

bcaSavibQr<^ftho(eplflc^  where  heis  xnowne  and  honoured; 

furely  Eif^l4ndm^  expe<5l  a  fklvaiion :  EngUnd  hath  had  it, 

and  as  England  ]s  pecuUar  in  the  way  of  the  knowledge  of 

Chrift,  (eEitgland  fliall  be  peculiar  ink  way  of Godi  grace  u>. 

her.'  •"   .•       ■  ■       '  '  '■'  '•.;.' 

lwiUfw9fthemt^ltheL$rMbei^G9d. 

'Kt^tyourGodoh  Krad,  but  ttuir  God.  Thus  he  upbraydeth 

ifie  people  of  Ifi^ael  that  they  had  forfak^  their  God;  that  ludah 

l^d  ke^theirGod^butlfr^l  hadnor. 

It4s  a  great  upbrs^ding  (>t^  pc<^G  when  it  can  be  faid  of 
fiiein^that they  have  Jot^eiYth^^  Itisa  woifiiUtiiingnotta 
h^ve  God  to  be  our  God  at  all,  that  conibience  can  chaungethis 

hifndilyif*eMthi4^ndwh9ji^ar^aMti^wAyjas,  k^thvuMim  gbrih 
ji^<f;but>thatcpnf€ten€cean<?kar§|ethis9  ^haiObdtJbat  thou  haft 
chif^en  y  that*  tkoi^  haft  entrod  into  JcoverantwithaU,  Ob  thou 
tpoAatiieed^fedie^theu  apoftatltedNarioii,  thouhafr&ifaken 
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him ,  he  is  not  thy  God.    Thi$  \s  « (ore  tod  hcavic  cliarge  isp 
deed.  •>"  (  / 

Again,  The  L^rd^beir  God. 

It  feemes  be  is  the  God  of  Judah^though  Judth  had  many  evilSj 
but  not  the  God  of  IfiaeL 

Thofe  then  that  doe  not  wedhip.God  id  a  tkht  ^  way  s  God 
will  not  acknowledge  himietfe  to  be  worfliippeJ by  them  at  all. 
.  The  people  in  the  wildemeOe  froclaim^edsjaft  to  Jekovsb^  and 
yctthe  Apoftle  i  Cor.  io.7«callcch  them  Idolaters ,  and  it  is 
laid thtyf^a^ijkfd^oldolsjb^aidkthcy  worfliippedGodby the 
Csife^  and  not  in  GoSs  way^  Thoagh  we  ma]^  thinkc  we 
vvor(hip  God ,  yet  if  we  <ftoe  not  worfliip  him  in  his  own 
vTay«  he  doth  not  owrl  himfeU  to  be  worfhipped  by  us 
stall. 

Again,  Tke. Lord iheir God. 

This  could  notbut  ftiim  Ifiiael,  that  Judah  (hould  be  tlmight 
to  have  more  btereft  in  God  then  Iftael  had. 

Itisaitinging  thing  to  camall  hearts,  and  much  bitteme(ft 
offpiritit  muft  needes  be  entertained  withall ,  that  any  one 
ihouldbut  thinke  of  challenging  any  pecidiaritvof  intereft  in 
God  •  Thus  they  icomed  at  Chrift ,  Oh  ht  tru^din  Cod,  he 
thinketh  he  hath  more  intereft  inGod  then  othei8yi^ii>  let  hie  God 
come  sndfme  him.  I  remember  in  the  book  pf  Martyrs  we  reads 
that  the  Papifts  were  much  vexed  againft  the  Protcftuits ,  Be- 
caufe  they  ufed  to  ity^oter  Godzsxi  o$tr  Lord,  th<y  wae  knowJie 
bythisfpeechy  andthe  Papifts  were  inraged ^againft  them/or 
this,  becaufe  they  fcemed  to  daime  more  intwdl  in  God  then 
others.  And  indeed  what  is  the  caufe  of  the  quarrel  in  the 
World  againft  Gods  people,but  becaure  they  thinke  they  Uaime 
more  peculiarity  and  intereft  in  God  than  others?  and  this  is  the 
reafon  that  foule^reardiiiig  preaching  cannot  beeiidured,bqcao(e 
it  makes  a  dificrence  bet  wecnethe  one  and  the  otketjand  ihjs  wcs 
that  fomt:  have  an  intereft  in  God  mcx^e  than  others.  Hence  it  is 
that  in  no  places  in  the  world  mens  Ipirits  h  fret  againftpneacbr 
iflg  as  in  England,  vrhyf  becauie  there  is  not  fuch  fouk'exami- 
'ningjfiich  foule^diftinguiftiing  preachir^  yi  the  World  as  m 
En^lamd.  Yea  that  is  thereafon  of thebitterneffe  of on^  orofeQcM^ 
againft  another,becaufe  one  is  a  Proteftant  at  ^ige,  and  tJie  other 
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itiiniftftech  flMm  power  of  godtindlc/ismorc{^  inbis  cour/e; 
aiid  (ecmestoclaim  a  greater  ftiart  in  God  than  the  former.  Pro* 
feflion  in  EngUndis  a  more  (fiftii^fhing  (xrofeliion  than  in  o* 
ther  places. 

i  villf^vethem  bj  tht  LordthAr  G0J.  ' 

GodistbeGodof/#i<iirftill,thereforeGod^vilirave  them. 
-^  So  loi^  as  God  is  our  God  we  nccde  not  feare  our  adverfaries. 
Yeehave  heard  of  that  PaBadimm  of  the  Heathens  in  Troy  ^  they 
imiginedthatib  long  as  that  Idol  was  kept  fafcjthey  were  un- 
conquerable; all  the  itrei^h  in  Greece  WMS  notable  topreraUe 
againft  it^  wherefore  the  Grecians  fought  by  all  the  meancs  they 
codd  to  get  it  frdm  them.  I  have  read  of  the  men  of  Tyrus  that 
they  were*  afraid  their  god  Afoto  (hould  forfake  theiti :  they 
therefore  chained  and  nayled  that  Idol  to  a  poft  that  they  might 
b^  fure  ofic,becau(e  th^f"  thought  their  faitty  war  in  in  Let  us 
fatten  our  felveS  to  God  in  an  everlaft  ir^  covenant,tnd  certainly 
God  will  be  fad  to  BS,ard  then  we  arc  Me  enough. 

1  wis fave  them X  but  bow?  What  (hadl  Judah  be  (avedby 
and  not  Iftael  ^  Judah  a  poore  cohtemptrble  people  ,  how 
ftvcd?:    ^      .   .  - 

/  rUBnotfofue  them  by  berp^^eir  iyfiferd^ner  by, battel, by  hnr- 
ffsnar  by  horfemen. 

It  (hallnot  be  by  any  outward  meanes,  butty  the  immediate 
handofGbd^  *Thispromife  that  God  would  lave  them  not  by 
frovf'  nor  by  fw9rd.  Set.  It-w^  performed  two  fevcrall  times, 
anA  there  J>  a-thkd  time  for  the  nilfilling  ot  it  which  is  yet  to 
come.   .  ^'  ^ 

It  wrp  done  fMl  when  the  Anccl  of  the  Lotd  went  out  iand 
fmotel^  one  flight  in  the  Camp  ofthe  jijfyrians  am  hundred  fettr^ 
fureanifve  thenfand:  i Kings  11.  35.  and .<jpod  tela  them>. 
that  the  King  efAQyriaJhfyuldnotJhoQte  an  arr'erpf  thnte^r  comf 
'bef^ethe  City  withikfiifid:  ib^od  iaved them  iriV^amr  ^tfir^-for 
tifeyhadno  need  to  ufe  thebowthfen,b6tfaulethe  Angel  of  the 
Lord  deftroyed  them.  :^ 

The  fecond  time  was  when  he-  laved  Joddi>n>  their  retttrne 

frofffj^kptiviue^htn^  it  is.2W;&.4^  o.he^favedthem  not  ijt 

imffhi  nor  bffomr,  but  by  my  ^irit , faith  xbe  Lord  cf:Ho^. 

M^e  thephraie^as  if  God  thoukdifty^l  have  ftre^igth  y .  for  I^mi 
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thei4c»4QfboftSf  I  can  OMnoMiiA  AfmH9jlf I  w^ 
Noktbougb  I  be  the  lor4  ofhafis^yet,  I  will  not  it ve  ]fpii  by  might 
nor  bj  pQwer,but  by.my  ffixk.  Thetefare  I/^i  nj.^ixfirfmpk 
isGud  tp  be  in  fitting  fiill^  and  t/#r.  1 5 .  m  qmetneffe^  MJic$mfi» 
JUnceJhiittbe  lour prcngtk.  Thmttey  «rcrc ftvwiiotby  bow, 
norbyfworif. 

Then  the  third  time,which  is  yet  to  cotne,  th3Cis»inthewoii- 
dtrfuil  worke  o^'God  in  calliqg  the  lewet,  when  God  (hall  raife 
up  out  of  chenn-ia  glorious  poofde  to  himB&,tnd  (ave  ludah  once 
againe«a|id  iX^  (haU  not  be  bv  fword^n^  by  bo  we,  but  by  the  LcNrd 
thtirGod ;  For  as  it  is  {^^A^  Daw.  ^,34.  th  fi0n€  ftuu  fwMithc 
ImMge  wsi  cHt  sHt  without  haj^is^  ib  there  (hall  be  a  oowcr  that  v^ 
not  Tifible  from,  whence  k  coaics»  but  lefils  Chrift  (hall  Odmc 
from  heaven  to  doc  his  great  worker  A*  the  lightrng  fr^m  tb$ 
E^fi  to  fhe  JVefi^  f§  fluUl  tho  cmmmi   oftbo  fun^  of 

What  Icarne  wc  from  hmce  ? 

Firft,God  ties  not  himfclf  to  the  \x(e  of  q»«\w4  me«ics  inpp- 
curing  of  geod  to  his  people.  Though  all  ontwvd  means  hiilji 
yet  there  may  be  wayes  of  falvation  for  the  Saints.  Wicked  mens 
hearts  prefentlyfinke;  if  oQtwacd  fQeapes  &iile.*An4in4^dfo 
much  as  our  hearts  faile  when  outward  laeanes  f^e^  it  is  a  fignc 
that  we  did  before  reft  upon  themeanes,,  and  if  wehadhadthe 
meanSjWC  (hould  h«ve  robbed  God  of  his  honour.*  We  muft  ufe* 
meanes^buc  not  rely  vfm  the  aieanes*  I  OHght  (hew  you  cxi^^ 
lent  Texts  of  Sqripiture  for  this,as  P/i/,  .3  3 .  i  tft  There  u  no  Kmw 
faved  h  the  multitmk  of  an  hoft,  a  mighty  mdn  ii  not  Jelivcred  In 
muchfirtngth,  &e.  And  Pfal. 44.^.6.  Through  thu  mUwofotfi 
dowueur  enemies,  throughthj  nsme  mlf  we  tread theuNtudorjAiU 
rifeupagM»Jlu4iforJr»iJtnottrHliiufft}  tow,  neither  fiaUmtf 
fwowdfiomemo^&e. 

Zjsxt  (ccaaiXyyNot  by  bew/i^r  kl  fword^Q, 

Deli  veranoe  of  a  fueople  without  bow,  and  without  (word  i« 
a  great  mercy :  For  fiich  are  the  wofiill  miseries  that  a  people  da 
(Uifer  when  warre  comnietli,  that  ufually  the  viAory  wUl  icarce 
pav  the  charges  of  the  battel!  :thQqgh  we  be  (nee  to  be  (aveda( 
laft^yet  if  we  xiRs&htfmKdJtf  how^jnibjfworj^lti^.  the  mifei^ 
that  wc  mvf  fuffix  in  opr  ialvacton»  may  be  moEQ  then  the  ialva* 
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tioD.  It  was  the  height  of  that  mercy  piomi(ed  Jfa.  p.  5 .  that  it 
(hould  be  witb^t  c§nf»fcd  neife  4nd  gdrmcnts  rMed  in  bU^d. 
Such  t  mercy  we  have  had  ;  and  had  Chrift  come  to 
hiveriigned  anaongftus,  thoug^  he  bad  come  with  his  garments 
rolled  in  blood, we  ihould  willingly  have  entertayned  him ;  1 1  he 
had  come  rydii^  upon  his  r/^  A«i^ ;  ^Dt  behdid  becomes  ry  ding 
upon  his  white  horje^va  peace  and  mercy  all  this  while,  and  the 
mercies  we  have  had,  have  bin  very  cheap,  they  have  not  bin  by 
bow,  nor  by  fword.  And  if  God  ihouid  come  at  ler^h  by  the 
fwotd^andbnng  pecfeft  faivation  to  us  bv  blood,  whichGod  for- 
bid^but  if  he  Ih^dd,  >ve  have  had  already  more  mercy  without 
blood,than  our  bloods  are  worth;(hould  we  now  have  our  bloods 
(hed,  God  hath  payed  us  before  hand:  who  almoll  in  thiscor.- 
gregation,buttwoorthreeyeeresagoe  would  have  loft  his  blood 
to  procure  fo  much  mercy  to  Ei^land,  as  England  hath  had 
alroKly? 

Further-  Such  is  theloveof  God  to  his  people.that  he  is  plea- 
fid  to  worke  fi>r  them  beyond  meancs.  The  other  point  was, 
that  he  an  fave  his  people  without  meanes ;  This,  that  he  will 
do  it  beyond  meanes :  Yot  the  grace,  and  love  of  God  to  his  peo- 
plej^  fo  high,andglorious,that  it  is  beyond  that  which  can  be  con- 
v^ed  by  meanes,thercforeit  muft  be  done  more  imediatly  .f^^W. 
15 .6.  TSj  right  hand  O  Lord  it  become  gUriens  in  former  ^  in  the 
greatnejfe  ef  thine  excellency  then  hsfi  everthrawne  them  that  refe 
mf  agdinfi  thee.    Firft,  it  is  the  hand  ef  Go  ^,  Secondly,  it  is  tho 
r^ht h^ndof'Gedj  Thirdly^  Vi\%the  right  handef  Gidin power ^ 
Four^y,  thisis  gloriom  in  fowtr.    Fifthly,  there  is  excellency^ 
and  Sixdily,  there  isthe  gremneffe  of  Excellency.  It  is  an  high  cx- 
prcffionyMagnitnd$neexcellentke/)rmngnitnasne  elntionujn  the 
^reatneffe  efAj  lifting  nffix  the  fame  word  figpifieth^r  J4Lf,that 
IS  here  tranflated  excellency;  and  if  God  be  gifted  Up  in  any  thiqg, 
it  is  when  he  (hewes  himielfe  for  his  people.  Now  take  all 
thefe  fix  ezprcffionfi,Gods  hand,  Godsnght  haiid^his right  hand 
inpdWer,  aright  hand  that  is  become  glorious  in  power,  his. 
excellency,  theg[reatnefleofhis  excellency,  and  sill  this  for  hi$ 
Saints,fi]rely  this  is  mote  then  can  be  conveyed  by  meanes,  God 
muft  come  imediately  and  fave  them  by  himfelfe. 
But  laflly ,  The  more  immediate  the  hand  of  God  appeftreth 

M  in 


Obf. 


Digitized  by 


\jOi 


in  his  tncrey  to  his  people,  the  more  fwret  tnd  .pMci«u8oi»iic 
thttmercietobethm  (tbisweresaexccticnttKgwnentt^folr 
iowtothefulty.andfo  ncerly  coaceminjg  os^youfeethefcrip*- 
tures  were  made  for  other  tiraesj  then  fer  the  tioies  io  which 
they  were  itrft  revested^,  a  moft  cxcelleat  place  of  Sciipttire 
you  have  for  this  ?fsl.%ui%.  Be  thmeJt^MtiO  Lniintkimnm 
firength^  f^  m^imfing,  amifraife^f^wer.  When  Ged  coav> 
meth  in  his  own  ftrcngth^and  not  m the  ftrcngtli«f  tbecnanmr, 
and  by  meancs,  then  do  the  Saiatsfing  and  praife  the  power  of 
God.  J>WMtf«Arf^#/uirir,weufetMiytthai.^^^ 
immediatly  ownetb  exceeding  fwcetly.  Then  theSainstoiay 
boaft  in  God,whenGod  comiiactfa  imnmiiatly  withhis  ftlvati- 
on,fo  you  have  it  Pffd.  447,8*  Tib«i»  hafi  fmvfdmt  firam mr  #w. 
fmes/mdh^  fm  tkemf0jhMm^tlnt$hii8dm ;  What£)lloweth  ^ 

So  that  theSaints  ofGod  then  praife  Goa^  nay  they  may  hti^vMlf 
giveup  themielves  10  boaft^  when  God  wwkes  immediatly. 
When  God  worksby  mcans^thentboy  mnfttatoe  hecd<^aicri* 
bing  to  the  meanest;  bat  when  G«l  commeth  immcdiatly^^en 
they  may  boaft. 

It  is  the  bleftdnes  of  heaven,  that  Godb  mercy  comeehimme^ 
diatly  crta^ed  mercies  are  the  mod  pernA  merdea.  Supp^fe 
God  had  biif  with  then  ^  bow,  and  by  fword,  Vfhm  S^/u^kp^ 
riif  came  againft  them,  could  they  have  bin  ftvad  aschcy  warel 
GoiskogkethMXhtftutinhUnpfi,  and  kridk  diat  he  poe  im  kik 
liffs  Cferfo^God  &ith  he  wocitddo  withikim^ilfe  hifti  as  abea^j 
W^re better thentheiriWord'Orbow*.  \    .^ 

Sureiyr  if  ever  anynatiotrknew^whatitwa^toJiaveimme^ 
diatmeffde8€ofliedown4vonit  heaven^  England  dotihrt  If  ever 
Nation  fi^w Cod  exakit^  VM6&  in  bit  o wnpowen  EngkiHi 
hath  \  V«havelived!(aiidUelfedbcGod  wvfaave  li^)  tafec 
the  Lor<l  exalting  himjclfein  kisown  power ;  Oh  let  va  ay  oat 
with  the  Pialo^  (and  wickthat  I{kaUead;J?//irf»/jrii^«g[0 
Urdinthy  mmjhnngih^mmgftt  m^a  vdJLve  ftill,  anifttU*  and 
(ti\3^flfig^f^f9's^e^bffmfr.  .    .   .. 
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The  fourth  LtHurt^. 

*       Ho  f  B  A    !•    8,&C 

p.  Thenfiiid  G0i^€^hisn4mt:L$  4mmi  ^fmrj0mdi^$mtmj  fn- 
fU,  Md  IwiU  mt  bfj0$tr  G^JU 

-  thefed^  which  ctumt  be  wtfufmmdfmr  mmhred^  &€. 

He  laft  d«y  wai  fiiiHlKd  the  {^itiication  of  the 
mmeof  the  kcoai  childe  ^Mfes,  L$^mhs^ 
mdh* 

We  now  come  unto  die  weatdngof  ir^sind  the 
b^etting  of  the  thixd^Lo-ammi. 

Wedoe  not  rcadcof  thcfizft  chiUe  Jszree/ihat  itw«s  weaned; 
buttheiecond  childe  Lornhdrndh  that  was  Weaned^  before  tkc 
third  childe  Xtf^ffMi^i  was  cooGcived*  What  is  the  metnii^  of 
this? 

There  is  iBUch  (^GoSs  lainde  (hewed  onto  us  even  10  this  veijr 
thing  that  weotdinaiily  kt  flip  andpafle  oTer. 

Theitalbaisj6ecaaie  this  fircond  dulde  L^ndumuth  wasto(i^« 
nifie  unto  the  peoples  flfraeltfiett  cartyuigcut  of  their  own 
Couatxcgr  into  captiviqr  into  Atfytk  s  It  was  to  (ignifie  to  then 
that  th^  AcuU  be^weaned  mm  the  comforts  and  delig^ 
that  there  werein  their  own  Countrcy ;  they  fliould  be  ttkoi  a- 
way  fiom  their  milke  and  honey  thatthey  had  there ;  and  be 
catryed  into  A{](yria»aad  be  there  fed  with  hard  meate»even  with 
the  water  of  afHidion  and  the  bnnd  of  afHiAion*  The  firft 
childe  did  but  (igm'fie  tfadr  fcttteriof  ^  efpeciaUy  in  rc^d  of 
their  (editions  amoogftthemfelver  But  the  &cond  childe  fig- 
aified  the  carry  ii^away  all  of  them  whol^  into  captivity  from 
their  own  Uiid^Tlnrtore  the  ibcond  childe  is  .weaned*  CiH^ 
■ M  2  fufien^ 
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fHfi€ntdbit$rr  immffndis^  So  Icrome  bath  it  .They  (hould  be  carried 
amo^ftthegentilts,  and  be  fed  with  uncleanemeate^  «fhey 
ihounnje  deprived  of  propheiie,and  ot  the  milke  of  the  word>& 
ofthe  ordinances  that  tfceyen|oycd>  ^oVauHm. 

Ordinances  are  as  the  breafts  of conftlation;out  of  which  the 
people  of  God  fuck  foiile-fatisfying  comforts.  So  you  haveitj 
Ef^ij  66.  1 1 .  Thatj9H  mdj  fitckj^ndhe  fatisfHd  with  the  hre^fis 
rfhn-cffmfolations,  th^tjou  may  milke  put  and  be  delighted 
with  the  aboiindance  ot  her  glory.  And  Cdnt.i  ,4.  We  will  rr- 
memberthj  loves  more  thdn  wine  I  The  old  latinc  hath  it.  We 
•will  remember  thy  di^s  above  wint;  and  io  the  w©rds  will 
beare.'  Thefe  people  4nould  be  deprived  of  thofe  dtigsand 
breafts  out  of  which  they  had  fccked  niuch  fweeinefle  be- 
fore, even  deprived  of  all  comfort  in  God.  Gods  people  hang 
upon  God,  and  fuck  comfort  from  him,  even  as  the  infant  up- 
on the  mothers  breft,and  fucks  fwectneft^and  comfort^and  nou- 
rishment from  thence. 

this  exprcflion  then  of  weaning  the  cLilde,implies  thefe  two 
things. 

Firft,  That  the  en/oyment  of  the  comforts  of  a  fweet  native 
foyle,fpecially  where  there  are  any  ordinances  together  with  ir, 
is  a  very  great  bleflingofGod;  and  the  being  deprived  of  it  is  a 
grc  at  atflidion,  yea  to  fome  it  comes  as  a  curfe.  The  very  fiick- 
ing  of  the  aire  of  a  fweet  native  foile  (and  efpecially  fuch  t 
comfortable foile  as  we  have  here  in  England)  is  certainly  t 
great  tlefling  from  the  Lord.  Thofe  t  hat  have  beene  deprived 
of  it,  aiKl  baniflhed  away,  have  been  more  fenfible  of  it  than  ma- 
ny of  you  who  al  wayes  have  enjoyed  if.  Many  havelainefiick- 
ingatthefweetnefleotthisourEnglift  aire,  and  at  the  com- 
forts chat  there  have  beene  in  their  accomilodations,fo  long,  till 
they  have  fucked  in  that  which  ( if  Gods  mercie  had  not  pre- 
vented J  would  have  proved  to  have  been  poifon  to  them  to 
havebaned  their  fouks.  But  I  (peake  not  of  allji  I  make  no 
qucftion  but  there  have  been  many  of  Gods  deare  lervants  that 
have  tarried  in  their  native  foil,  &  kept  the  uprightneflfc  of  their 
hearts  and  confciences  as  cleare  as  others  that  went  away. 

It  is  true,  the  comforts  of  a  native  foile  are  fweet,  but  except 
we  may  en/oy  them  with  the  breafts  of  theft  confolation«  ^the 
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Ordinaiicesoftlie  Church)  thqrarenotabletofatiaficthefbulct 
yea^except  we  may  fuck  out  fiich  milke  of  thefc  bf  calls  as  is  fin- 
ccrc  inilke,and  not  foiled  norfowrcd  by  the  inventions  of  men, 
better  a  great  dcale  that  we  were  weaned  from  all  the  fweetncs 
and  accommodatien  we  have  in  our  native  foite  by  the  mortify- 
ing of  ouraffedions  to  them  ^  then  that  God  (bould  weane  tft 
from  them,by  fending  ofus  into  captivity,  or  by  giving  the  ad* 
vrrfary  power  over  us,or  by  making  the  Land  too  hot  for  us.But 
that  for  the  firft. 

Again,ih  that  this  childe  was  weaned  ^and  by  the  weaning 
was  to  iiefiify  their  being  cairied  away  out  of  their  own  into  a 
ftrange  Countrey ;  this  expreflion  implies  thus  much»  That  it 
is  an  evill  thingf or  a  childe  to  be  taken  from  the  mothers  br^ 
too  foenCi  and  tent  away  to  be  nurfed  by  others.The  expreflion 
doth  fully  imply  this/or  it  is  to  ttU  us  the  eviU  condition  oft  he 
peoplcjthattheyfhould  betaken  firom  their  own,  and  fent  to 
another  Countrey  :This  their  afflidion  is  fet  out  by  a  childesbc- 
ing  taken  from  ita  own  mothers  breft;  it  could  not  exprcffo 
what  it  hitended^except  it  were  to  intimate  thus  much  unto  us, 
that  it  is  an  evill  thing  for  a  childe  to  be  taken  from  its  own  mo- 
thers brtft. 

It  is  unnatural!  then  for  mothers  out  of  daintlncs,  and  curio* 
fity,  to  denicthe  froiteof  their  wombes,  the  comfort  of  their 
breads.  It  is  tme,  in  time  of  weaknes  and  danger,  when  it  may 
be  dafigerous  to  themfelves  and  the  child,  Q{tajifiuak£iC  But 
iiifhen  it  is^mccrely  (I  fay)  oaf  of  daintinefle,andcurio(itie,  cer- 
cainl/  itis  an  evil  that  is  againft  nature  itfelfc  Hannahs  czxt 
of  heffonfte  Samuel ji%  recorded  by  this^  and  it  is  mentioned  by 
the  holy  Ghoft,  in  her  commendation,  that  (he  gave  him  fuck. 
t;;K«^4l.l;»  The  v^oman  AeJk  and  gave  her  PvnnefiickHniillJht 
iktr4«wf*i«^,raitAtheText.  kisfaiddftheC>ftric^  Ub.  3p.i<. 
TThatfheishardneiagainjther  young  oms  as  though  thijtperenpt 
Am  jandthisrOlbrch  i%  reckoned  among  the  fowles  that  are 

I  uadean :  And  Lam.  4.  3 .  Even  the  fea-^onfiers  draw  out  their 
^iHjhry  thty 'give  futk^to  their  jfoungimrf,  Jit  (Be  daughter  of  ^j 

■  feofie^iebtcomserueljilieihe  q finches. inf he T(fUdernel[e^  |jif>re 

'  craelltlien  thic very  fea-mbnft^rs  thcmfclveaifbat  draw  outtheit 
bi^aftsandgiv^fiidktotheiryoHngonc*.  •     ^ 
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of  the  (on  belongetli  to  tbe  Mother. 

The  Mot  hers  milke  is  the  moftpcofitabie  tod  wholefomcfoc 
ray  one,  (Gkith  f^iime)  Meept  it  oe  inibinecxcriofdiEiaiy  cafe 
Wc  read  10 1  Tiw.  3 . 3.  rhtc  io  thdttter  dtjr ,  when  evil  times 
Oiooldcaniei  ibine  (huidi  Im  witbcmt  ntthuraU  tflbftion « tUt 
$9fyn^  that  is  there  ipoken  of « is  the  affedtonot  the  parents  to 
thediildreny  as  well  as  ofthe  children  to  the  parents. 

But  enough  of  thLs^if  not  too  much^  to  fuch  that  are  fo  pleafed 
with  their  curiolity  and  daiutemfle  (the  children  of  theirown 
fancies)  that  the^^negle^  the  fruit  of  their  wombes  and  nattirei 
duty  to  the  children  of  their  bodies. 

But  further  obi<:r  vj  herc^Thit  the  Lord  ftaies  for  the  Weaning, 
okhe  child,  he  ftaies  till  L0^$$fhm^ab  was  weaned  before  L§^ 
ammi  was  conceived.  And  there  is  omckio  be  kntwneia 
this«  < 

WhydothGodftay? 

this  is  to  fhew  the  great  patience  of  God  loW«rd  his  peo^ 
For  God^was  now  ab0Ut  tore/eft  his  people  uttedy^from  iku^ 
htf  people»God  was  about  tocome  with  the  height  of  bis  Wia^» 
to  declare  that  they  were  no  more  his  people; and hett God 
makes  a  ftopjftays  ull  Lo^rulkm^h  was  weaned.  I  have  tcade 
oftheJeMres,  that  their  manner  was  t6  be  a  long  time,  three 
y eers  fometimes^before  they  Wcanod  their  children.  Gqd  then 
It  fiM>miMi  f^^YSJ  ^^uH  ^^^-*'^*^^  he  would  havetfae  third  ohild^ 
(^xhLo^SmlSj^Tfr^^  come  with  that4rcadr 

hillfentence,  youartimmyfe^fle^  ^HdlwiUno^hejmt  G4JL 
Firft  when  l^zjttei  was  bome»  then  they  ire  (cattercd  up  and 
down*  yeabut  thfy  ate  not  allcairrycd  away  uptiveyet  i  Tbm 
L9^^h4f»hUf  is^b^Oc^  and  thtt  they  are  gone,.canyQd#iM]l 
captive/ aevQC  to  ceturne  again.  But  for  all  thi^  Godftltf  yd 
own  them  in  their  ce^Kivity;  Tius  is  not  fo  bad  as  for  God  to  fiq 
I  will  have  rK>  moreto  do  with  you  as  my  peopk ;  L^rd  tiioi^ 
webettnderafiiidtQS|iu)derfihepower,of our  enemies,  ownus 
OtiiXi  ackn^wlec^QUtf  t(^  thine^  though  we  beittthe  fie^  h«> 
nace»y^  let  u$lmveiheet#beoiir  God,i\r^  (faith  God)J^mA^ 
not  $n^ji  b€fiMtn^l^fH$JUUt^  0ll€mrrjed^t»ajtaftit^^  any 
IwiM  not  vmtej^mneiilHr^liHici^joH  ^.y^Jh^Umtte  mjf€€ 

■'      '  -  ..     -  Digitized  by  LjUO^IC    ■ 
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tfeflceobfenre  fnrft. 

TbtGedffopsinbi&tnett for  a  whil«»lof)g  as  heplcafttk.  Okfer. 
Godi^c^Hiitdj  Nstb.u^.  The LtrJtrf mger  ^  fo.arr  the  word^  y^^^ 
thoi^h  tnuiflatcfdechervinfe^  We  may  tf^tdy  it  at  leaft  tkus^Cod  '  n  DM 
is  the  Lard  of  his  ownc  stngety  he  ctb  let  it  out  as  ftr  tf  he  wilf ^ 
kectttftopit  when  hewill,  hecancoaiiiiand  it  taqoiiicin  when 
licpksfeth. 

Itls  not  fe  with  U9;  oi]ranger,ocif  paffionsareLordioveras; 
jfweencelermir«i^er,eurpaflio!iaariie,  we€ipQ9«get  them 
dowDt  spin  When  we  wooldy  we  cannot  ftfli  them  when  wee 
pkftfe:if  weletoaraffefttonsrun^wecamioteaUthem  in  when 
wawSJi,  bot  are  foinetimes  (kvestooor  own  paffienav  u^ 
lofditoVcrttS. 

This  ie  that  hpameofijpkir  that  wtfiioi^aU  bft>#itf^^ 
lj%»toX3o<i^  th(^ugfaangty,fetfinnot,  fo  aawe  can  ftof»  when 
we  wffii  and  command  OBT  anger  a9  we  pteafe*  As  it  is  faid  ot 
Godjthathefiiy^tetbe  prom  waves^  Hifhir$a  /bait  tbwgoi 
mid  n0  farther :  Qh  that  we  were  Mtto  fty  to  thofe  proud 
xvareaof^iiirpaffiomyHStftemj^  are  you  gone)  but  you&aUgoe 
nbfiirtAerr'  '  :•  >     • 

Againe,  mark  here,  Qod  ftoppethin  his  anger  for  a  while. 
When  thi^dreadftitt  jMgefnem  wae^come  to  be  executed,  God 
ht^n  ready  to  fay  fas  lie  (aith  afterward  in  this  Ptophelie)  Hdvf 

'  T^adSngusthus  riiBi^ht  — ^ '   ^■'■'••■^fc'-'^^ 


Power  o- 
vcr  pafli- 
ons. 


That  thofe  that  h4vt  been  onte  the  people  oFGod  muft  fiot 

befiidiiefllyrejedled  from  being  GchIs  people;  but  when  vve 

are  about  any  liichthing,  cither  tore  je<*  any  particular  man  or 

f'lcvoiinm  f  Yvho  have  nwde  profeffion  rf  Religion)  from  behw 

Gbdii,  or  to  iejtN5ta»  Church  fcoit^beite  vve  had  need 

msike  a  ftop-,  vvehad  beed  pa«ife,.  we  Mdneed  etittiinetiie  mat^ 

teri^ery  well;  yea  and^whenwc  have  examined,  and  are  ready 

f  o-doe jtjto  mkKea  ftop  againe,  and  to*  bethit^k  on?  ftlyes  what 

wc  doe.  We  muft  not  be^  too  fudden  i»  rejtdSng  thofe  that  have 

beenonee  thc'tfee^tof^God,  ftoftl  being  tfr^^eopleAf  God 

no^tr-^ItisGcdawQtyyotifeehdteil^M.  H^  f-^  4f  7^ 

Manymenttretoo-h^BSieinithis^paimj  in  rejeAiAg%)thpar* 
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tiadftr  fenrants  of God»  and-ptniciilar Chudle^  froavM^g- 
ing  toGod^aflbone  IS  they  fee  ibme  few  thingstiiufleinthejfS9 
efpccially  if  there  bee  any  thiqg  grofle,  prcfently  they  wno 
Churches  at«U,they  are  altogether  Antichoitian^they  belong  to 
tkf  Be^fi  I  and  £>  while  they  tirike  at  the  Bead,  they  wound  the 
iJimb,  Ceit^Inly  there  ixxo  be  acknowl^ed  Xfxach  ot  Cbriftj 
not  onely  in  particular  Saioi^^  but  in  regard  of  the  Church 
Ordbanceaof  many  particular  congregations  in.  England; 
wt:  mistake  heed  therefore  of  too  (udden  rejeftion  ot  them 
troni}bclongingtoG6d^tbb^his  people  in'that  way  of  Church 
feUowftiip.  /  -V  V    C   -^-3    '^4^i^  ^  ^  rf 

We  come  now  to  the  conception  of  the*third  child.  It  was  a 
ibnne>and  his  name  was  Lo-ammi.  The  (econd  duld  a  daugh- 
rer,but  the  third  a  fbnne :  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  /  I  told 
youCtheiaftday)  that  by  the  fecoiMi  child  was  noted  the  ftate 
of  the  people  at  that  time,that  it  grew  weaker  and  more  e&mi- 
nate :  weaker  in  regard  of  their  outward  ftrei^h,and  iimre  ef- 
feminate in  regard  of  their  fpirits:  And  dial;  I  made  gpod  to  you 
out  of  the  Hiftory  of  tho(e  times  in  the  book  of  the  Kings. 
V  Velljbut  no  w  it  is  a  fon,what  doe  they  grpw  ^ron^tl^  )^ 
fore,  now  they  are  neerer  to  deftruftion  then  before?  Yes, 
though  neerer  to  mine  and  dcftfuftion,  and  more  heavy  wrath 
then  they  were  before,  yet  they  get  up  a  little  ftreqgth  before 
that  time :  Therefore  the  third  child  isalbnne.  Concerning  the 
ftrcngth  that  this  peiople  had  got  at  this  ttme,  a  little  beforp  tdis 
TKrti'HlLf'LiifLi!litMiyti|MminrhirKffipyV(p;rifg  wereraifed;,,yoB 
OuUfindethehiftbryoHtin  2Kinj^s  17.4.  where  yoy  have  a 
declaration  of  the  ftate  of  the  ten  Tribes  then  when  Lo-Mmmi 
was  borne;  for  the  Text  tdsuSj  that  they  began  tojajneincon^ 
feier^oie  with  the  Kiftg  ofEgyft ;  ;and  fo  wher^is  formerly  they 
had  done  homage bf^  prefems  tojt^e  King  pf  Afl^ia,  now  beit^ 
confederate  with  the  King  of  E^pt ,  they  refiued  to  bring  any 
more  prefents  to  him ;  they  begm  now  to  be  a  joUy  people,  & 
hoped  to  caftoffthat  yoke  of  bondage  under  which  they  were 
in  regard  of  the  Aflyrians. 

.Godfbmettme»lettethmen,  and  Nations,  and  Churches  to 
rifea  little  out  of  their  taf^ion  J  before  their  utter  mine;  he^ 
gives  them  a  little  reviving,  they  have  a  little  lightning  before 

their 
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cion,  if  having  bMa:affmfBi6&ih^iiickaffliA&^  ^^UMBtP 
once  to  abate ,  and  the^  ^ktgiik  to!ger  a  littk  np^  jnbmr  tbcy, 
thiiikthey  iveiafe^aiMktlMjr  zrf:vniyto^:mkkjl^agyS0r^ij^  - 

6MaiKTt4at^.}Amf  mqi  be  ^Imrod  ihMb  (otoi  jndg^ 
ments^becauie  theyarefieldrye^btogreaw 

IfiesLtf^fiatbb^niiiidlcedco^^  tqr'us  ia  Easten^  ^  IHtle 
i«iAriiW3  ^Ukk^ftpsngchtiicdaMen^  tbftPBPMlr 

te  tKikeiflitdwitl&ndhK^  1  fwtacM^h.ieeliicyiii  feme  litcl^ 
ttviwi^ifwefellownocGiMl  oD.in  the  vtay  c£  hufXiilikcijQn 
«d  rc$biination  ^  this  oiiyiirfleiwinflggiay  bebot  ^Ijigteniiig 

j  [-btfaD0otDdeatfa#  '•-;•«     ■  ,'*•.  -  •-■> '  ».•  ?:  >f\  r,-      ..-fp  \\  7 1 

i|'    AiMlyttlbfdiet9tti8tver]roble 

'fken^ybm  wlmtk^vf^in  fvgvd:)^^  ¥pr  t^ 

^4nHMthkthiic\fimtnfim^\^     diEjn«he)rJiaBimi|!b$fGrft« 

IJMnewbat'WxovfaKC^  jMb.; 

3|»»tmiigtejftteti|  tefleiiiinedidienitlu^  htft  bcf^     .  jptti  mw 

Awtl'^miki  tii«4iyhrfd(lf^  anttiAc'StetiEufft^*:/^.^ 
jiMtoteiib^dj^  1^  iItMIiKkfeaayMt^y1Wfi^ 

^  iajm^d;*  4tt>«^yiiiiiiiUeifi4ht  (i^tdu;X«0d^ 

«»Ai^Kt^i?«^teaW,  aiick^Mlwdk7efi^kert94lmif».iMliQr 
^d^fl»aflltob£^«t4)ht4i;*»eft4hdMak  wa^4i<Mi6)^.titeii' 

-aMtheri4:iem«4iM*^  &>! 

bM  ds  irtfbnil^r^^'ftrifb-.p^jtfibTadtiiatth^iK^^A^^ 
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pe6pk  were  dins,  eominetl^tiKhriittertii^       .     > 
.       Wiatt  0117  weicaone  from  hciKe  ? 
.  This^  Xl^tibmfdm€s  Mrhentho^  are  greater  finncs»  pati* 
enp^ftiyes  jodgemem;  aivi^jrctdifwwi^ 
*^iM?  inabe^ercoiiditiQn,  notooelykt  fegwl  of^sbeir.oiitwtt^ 
^^igth^bm  dull  ill  cega^d  of  their  finttttOfyet  Jdhon^jodoom- 
meth  wMiliiswnftiipcmtluir people.:  .  :       ; 

Let  V  ^^^^  t^tKX  ouriU.¥es',  ahfaondi  we.can  &^  that  fone 
tli]hg$facf^  amqngfttsaigiiDtio.baAgsfcrcto^ 
Suppdfethere  be  ibineipmidllleforii^tioii^  .tUsis^oot  gpraod 
enoBghtoieqireat.  Weioawlof  riafeathiB^Whyhcrctrfi^  the 
liiiid  was  nioctfiiifiiU  then jiaw,aixl  the  GorerDours  wexempre 
om'dling  then  iM[W;therehath  been  (thmksfe  Aadi 

rm)rmation«This  is  not  enoi^  we  may  be  necrer  themcft  mi- 
^^thistiAe  ^yt^aajaS(MmxAda:h^^ 
i6itTthAVewcfiefbcfmi  Anithe.imibnistius^jbeeaiifeC^d 
WTCdhecomcsagainftaNadcN),  he  doth  not  ondy  come  s^oft 
it  for  the  preient  mirthitthey«tr«dfaiaUf^  oTat  thit  tiiM,' 
but  to  recffpn  with  them  fiirtheir  finscbmoMteci  bbfore^  thoMh 
^fte  jad^meck  faUsoattobctafli^lcdjnft^tthati       It  jMf  oe 

dutas  fiiighrfiite  withGodsendsi  lbitthe<lc(b«fti0npf  thitM- 
tlonfliduld  be'ittlnsiimcnitfaetthenbcicfrc;  JrerthelMi^  o«t' 
•aiMe^nfol} t;he»bciare, .  bu; to.  Inlfitl  other  ptAgitf  oi  pf^i;^* 
;deMethat<}cid:ftiaQnds)i(ni  then  hetsfmlts  fo.Mtottiw^itk  them 
/lbr'iinMsthat:wQfiealkng  timcsso«*fn^ 
' prdent  liiines^dtbgedifer.  As  he  doth*  (bsletitiiea  wi(h:pgrti- 
ciikr  perfons  :  >^lmp9  they  htTc  been  ^dAiiilw4s^Ao«dMft,. 
i^]<ked  aa.7eetesagariieiGo4  haihfpitliii^ttllb  siftanp^d  up- 
^iteilbttflft  fiimes^Gcid  om)^  td^df^Mt^YMM^ef^^ 
tfidii^ffa&tfaQiiDiiit^ifaaKfetqgerhteii:  We^<|(»t^^^t%iii9^! 
th(^Uftrl)i6w49ftfae  aMeilHtMhfiK!!Qiilupeffai^«liQJ^ 
ftweak^Uow;thenjunrWxi«;^or0^  ctleMkeWftSft^d^ 
ingdown  ^aU  ^  wliw  lefilre^^  the  •t^rnhl^jwrrs  iMde  wq^ 
fortheflHiil^l^t^and  atlengMia^^  dfitfaru. 

\ -       You 
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Yoo  thtft  luivv  bted  miltv  dP.grcjffir  fimut » tske  JmciI. 
offinall  fins;  for  though  Go4  nth  fpnxtA  vou  wheu  you  wire 
l^ty  of  great  fin^  doe  not  fty  that  he  wui  fp.^re  you  now  you 
commit  IdTeriins;  bu( it  this  tineoLcommittiiigltdip:iini»  you 
mtybecilledtoanaacoi^itibv^io^^  Did;  you  never  kfiow^a 
haufefland  ootaramft  manyihong  and  bli^riiigwind$»  ytt  tl^ 
terwicdfoinelitueiHiikofwiadto  Soit 

is  with  Nttions  and  people  that  fomrtiihes  fiand  out  (throi^h 
GodsMtieqoe>  when tteir  fins  are gfoftftfid vile>&  tfterwaids 
upon  li^melefefinBtiKy  are  utterly  ondcpe.    . 

.   What  it  the  name  </dw  foil' 
Theniflttofthiiibo  isX#-«naiivJj«ndthie  wordi^^ 
it  Jt  infeeriMxted  hereby  God  himfelie)  Tm  art  wnmj  fUfU/md 

The  people  to  whom  H0fea  rtophdkd^  tkef  miriit  Jitvjs  ob/e- 
aedas^himthutr:Wfaa^«#<!^  doe^^^^  Qod  WiU 

Ddthayeanymteie  mercy  uponriis?  Wlat  wili:not  God  htve 
incror  upon  hisrowne  people  ?  Is  not  Oodour  God  j|  What  doe 
youthreatenfochthii^sasthefeaie? 

The  Prophet  ahfv^eis.  It  ^  traesGod  bath  been  your  God,and 
you  have  been  his  peepke»biit  thtreif  an^eod  of  thofc  dayes,  God 
nowdegradethyottfiromtbafegbricus  priviledges  tbatforflaer- 
ly  you  £id J  he  wilt  owne  youno  more  to  be  his>  and  you  ftiaU 
nave  no  further  rightte  owne  him  to  be  yours. 
>  .From  whence. 

Fitft  thisy  A  ficofiethat  have  been  once  apeof^e  dear  to  God^ 
may  be  (b  iqMvdas  never  to  become  a  ptoj^le  of  God  more: 
Forfothafecbilnot^  t^oi^h  afterwards  we  ihail  heare  of  the 
prooiift  for  others  in  .other  Ages«Godhath  no  needof men»'God 
jaabl^tant&ttpapeopie  whatwaycs  he  okaleth,  even  from 
thevec^>fiMiintheili(eet's  t^^tgiftufchmrin  mntgAkr^im. 
ThM^Romehnw  boaili.that^hey  haVe  beeaaglodous  Church; 
"TniCt.  thene  batb  bodn  htDttofbrea  glorious  Chi:^ch  inllome^  ^ 
what  then?.  Thofeth^.were  his  people  ace  now  no  mpre  his 
pcopla.  We  (hallmeet  further  with  this  in  the«xt  Chapter. 
.  .QnlyiaLthiaNoic^ofafti^btttthiat&ing»Theg«eatdiflfa:enCe . 
betweenthctcdite  bila  CfaiOian  inroodmonkxt  wifh  Cbrift 
by'SriCC>:aaA  a  Church  eftatci- Men  and.  wmneti.  ipMy  lofe. 

,        N  a  their 
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thieipChikcfa  eftatt ,  and  that  fer  ever*;  but Aeirieftatokiootti- 
.muMeiiwkb  JdiisiGluift  hf  fOicc»  th^  an  never  lofo  tliar: 
And  ;hisis  a  great  <tiffireDce»a»iaftr<icfik  •bdn<l»lC(^QftmllfQ^ 
jTtiK^QarCbiircii(ftate(I  ineantfttr^irdjDlahM^MedlQi^^ 
in  Coogregations)it  k  a  greatfpriyikoge|jag;Beat  mefccf.  ;imtopr 
CofliiiKiqwnwithjdUai  CfarUiinJiiginpnMiedBOi^aodtim 
pft^dfed^cin  hevet  be  kft ;  vnr  Ba]F^aliio^*fi»ift*dieaEB^biit 
.  ne^(if  CMRTiifrftotti  theotfaen  ^ 

<Sdroi)dlf^y3ftima/aidl<ii0ay»e  jaifpncnt  CbraB^  to  love 
been kerctoLre the peofife:of<xfii  nitwjiti beiunftM^^oi^  iiotrj 
God  to  beno  tnoretheir.s,and  fdrtthbttinbeintnocecfac  hotds. 

nefle,in  my  inerciein  mypower^  or  what(oe«BV\i  an  jn^sf  ^Mfe.^ 

nipjr^^wkesus  :dF)ii3Qiii^it^t  iligbiJibnQu:  tkatnikWibafim. 
upotfapcopld(|.  &r^7ini^^4j.44  ^Smrr  ribviM^^yvvcmft 
iVf^  my  fight ;.  ilmf  htfi  6e0m.  hmotrMbk.  TIk  ftoplfr  of  God^i 
gathered  together  in  Chiirch  CoMiiiiinDii^qertainlf  weitmifa&- ' 
n^t«Blecotidi|iaD;wto'tlwy  ?»t^  tbi^  ife  coft^aff 

fr^thjufreippmacdge^fiinm  .  <  ^  ^; 

-SeoondfyrThoy "fastve  motrtfa'  fl9K!ibitero££jml  xvith  tltthn  «»] 
bdfefe,i)dt  ttooaceofGddtoivErtktdHm)^^  Ui^'pntfiBaaoao^ 
God  over  thcin>nor  tlttj4eiightoirGi»({rifl4Acib;nQrthe  cmnaaum^ ! 
cation  of  God  to  them.  What  (hould  1 4)eake  of  attcMfo pMnco. 
kffrd  Bqi  MKU>D^ipti|Brfafiid 

gita6fX3viied0eoBj^<^Bj|nHdah<3ttb^  mci#riqiNitiiitvc|fr4ij 
tidfi^viiioiiwastiitiUiM  ^cophciOi  td  fiioaile  whli  i 

wlmt^gf  Mnd^*  ^flfaftU^:  /tf^9  %(Mrib  liSioriif  t^^mmutH^  ff ^ 
Thfe^iiagDOd^gliciieDCl  ^i^  J!rKi4i^^j#ibKi^ji!«(t^^ 

/4a«Ii^  r«r  rlrM^<i»  ^£«rdr4pDit(fAaAr.mU^ 
ri/fi[)hy6ffifcwbc«lmDtak<riy*di<3b<o^ 
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firiMr  9  >fMff9bfeJf  ikmfimU  m  ^immafimjb9df  How  dotfa  a 
nwrfsAonifliedftMd?  He  (faincbfiiUkiapUce,  as^ifhe  kftew 
notwhichwaytogoe^heisina  kindcofdiflradiM)  fitftheg^^s 
oMviff^^ndc^^iiidtqr  hdwcdmes  agtin.  Hie  Lord^  we  know, 
)Mxii9ctik69fi^^  theSctiptures  are  pleafe4 

to^ai^i^d^tMtew^ertowtfrfrwinthisfianlit^     Hatfinot 
Godttood^taongft'aiasa4iiBnaftooi(hed?  Godliathbeeneina^ 
w^o^fliOCM^ftKl  dicnftood  ftil^tid  theo  gonefepwtrda  little, 
and  afterward  gone  back  asain;and  yet  back  and  back  fti]|,an(f  we 
hjgfitpwf^mA^tf^WM^  aftomftied, 

ajrifMweieiKityetPdcAytfd  vAkch,  way  to  goe.  Let  us  pray 
eamifliytdGod  tfK'fae  woidd  norfts^ 
tlhttfhe^miy.oftheLordi  mnde  may  be  iiKidedeare  before  hiflSj 
anddearcbdif&a^  Butthii  I  brkig  in  to  Anew  ttM  the  vriatt* 
onttatpco^^hore  to  God ,  i^  tht^  grboml'oR^iritieocs'age* 
iMini0M»in^to<S(^  pet^^rtte^eAed  thrf  lofe 

tfc^privilciiBgei  f 
^tOur  fdttohMo  God'Siraiwyiwcct  tMngv^  fboogh  cmlimiity 

it^&id«fidAeR«3i^im^,ft4KMrii  areWtheleafteMkyibOM^ 

oB^tclMittiiKuy^Rod^t^^^^  1 

antt^ftMlielAava^aodili^  > 

fcereytficfiiftis^i/tfir^r^  ii^r  imfr^f/rJbefbrethefecondcooMnetk, 

^lA^cipit^  »y«Aitad^ot  bkteikakA  wk^^  atid: 

{#Fe%M  Ufiijtiiii^te^liD^ariiliu^tkl^^  toiM^totl^litV 

1%  ktffen^l^giMoneQrJfidey  we#IMeMR«before4li<l^ 
AllNmtifM^glllft  ^iiAMi  wfllb^»draiulMl  «g^at«HVito 
IvddiMtitf^iitaMto^y  to;^  o«iiai 

^^■i^^fcaaaMM— a— B8MM— a*<i  iim  m  aiiMi— msmj 
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lode  of  that  eciceaftd  mercy  tint  is  in  God^  Irtty  tfawkcthit 
proudjthisdiftcmpered^  this  bftle;pafliomfie»wwtcbed.4MtftQf 
imncownebrit* 

Again,  Imlln§th€joi$rG9d.  Hedothnotfiiv,  ywfl^tUnot 
have  the  fruite  oFmy  patience  to  be  yocnvyM  waU  nothavcmy 
creatures  to  be  youcs^you  (hall  myt  have  thc^  ft^tiof  fl^  boamy 
tobeyours.'NoJbutI  williiocbe  yours,  Imy  fdte  vollnotfale 
yours.  Tills  is  the  ibreftthrAtniDg  that  poflioly  canbetoagra* 
cioiil  heart.  . 

It  is  agreater  mifisvtolofeGod  himfeli^bento  bedepiivedof 
whatfoever  ccunnaethfroBi  God.  And  this  indeed  is  oaefp6* 
ctall  difference  between  an  hyp^riic,&  •  true  {tadous  he«t;«n 
hypocrite  is  fatisficd  with  what  commech  from  Gcvl;  but  a  tme 
gracious  heart  is  isttsfitd  with  nothing;  but  God  lum(eife  : 
thoughGod  letsout  never  fe  many  fruits  othis  bounty  and  good- 
heffeto  himyver  he  muft  hav^  union  withGod  UmTdire/ir  die  he 
is  un&dsfied.  It  is  a  notable  foecchof  Bmuird,  Ltrd,  (kith  he» 
A^thegoodthtng^thatcooienomme,  pjeafe  not  thee  withoitt 
ayfelKi  fo the  good  thia^thatcomcfax]iinthicpleafenotme 
withoot  thy  fel^.  This  is  theiea^rdfion  of  a  gradoBS  heaic 
I«t  ustendetw  to  God  never  io'mttcMeveriiich  duties^  with 
never  fo  grest  ftrer^j  except  we  tender  i^to  Goidour  felve^ 
they  nevc^pleafe  Urn  .-!So  let  God  beftow  never  lb  ouny  ftvojum 
upon  ns»except  God  give  tts  himfidle^  tbeyfliouldnftvcr(4edo 
jtss ;  I  idegh  pteafciis^toas  td  fttisfie  us*  fo  as  to  <puet  u%  if  fo^ 
poltion* 

Yon  know  what  God  faid  to  Akmlum^  Ftar  m$^  1  amtty  ex^ 

chiliUfgtfV^h$iti$9\ltiii$to  mefo  long  as  I  have  iiot  the  pro- 
mife6ilfiUed»  thatlbl  may  c^saein.  Clunft  to  enjoy  tfay  UiM, 
And  ^9fifs  wonUnotbecontemed  thoi^h  God  icM  him  his 
Jftgtlfi^^ldgfhfrrfriifmi  No«fiiith  he,  Excefnb^mgsimffm 
thj^ffitffjefm tM.dffsttbttfce.   Jtisthciif^  the 

StrumpctandthelioviqgWifej.theftitunpet  carcth  notlbfiiwk 
ibr^pdflG»)^ho:iorar>  ufochisgifts,  far  what  flic  hath  by 
^tiiali:  butihe(ivdpVe»cano0tbfAtimedwithlflvc4^  bus 
'IhemuiChavetheperlbQhiififtiftv  Soitisw^agraiQMfhcaut. 
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MgrjfM^frmm  ii»7 /E»/ Jt  feemsGocbfacewat  angry;and  yet  pre- 
faitly»  t^.  1 1  •Cdf  me  mt^m^ity  ^  ^'^  tuSj  from  thy  fsceXiods 
fkcewKUiingiy  ftcei  yet D^t/ii/ would  not  be  caftawayfrosi 
tliisfiKxofGod:  Oh  te^mher let  Godbeprefait  with  t  graci- 
ous heu^lKngiihebc  angry:  thoi^hisii^tontiiii]e3]^et  let 
me  hire  his  CMnlemnce.  Thit  is  plainly  ntheied  hence  Jn  that 
Gi)d  Aidi  not,  1  viimtgiviy^m  tttfi  MdiSe/efavmrs,  faiit  /  wUl 
mttfjmtr  Oid^  that  this  is  the  (oifeft  threatmng  that  poffibly 
can  be  to  a  gncioosfaeart. 

5.  This  is  the  jixfeeaem  for  fm^Gods b:)t  beii^  their  God.  K 
hence  appeaiea  that  iuicarryes  alo«with  it  in  itfelFeitsowne 
poniihsnent.  Howisthat^  ThuSyByfinwertftiietohaveGod 
tobeourGod;  byttwedcpaitfroinGod^wedoenottmftGod, 
norlovehtmioorfearehiai.  The  very  nature  ofiinhaih  this  in  it, 
tliatlt  caufMiaiamerlo  depart  from  Godjyea  to  re/eAGod  horn 
bdi^  a  God  onto  liiin>&  tms  is  the  panilhment,/  wiifMt  te  y^mr 
Gods  Andthisistltffereftpiimaiinenttoaftuier)  thathe  mall 
not  have  God  fbf  eyer  for  his  God. 

\jSl^^r0u^$mtmff$0fte^uUlwiUn§thj^ftrG9d.  Hence 
Icamethis, 

.  When  any  Ibtiake  God  from  being  their  God,  we  (horfd  do  as 
Gclldodi^e^  them  from  beii^  ours/ it  they  will  not  be  Gods, 
mkher.flKNdd  they  be  oms :  will  not  fiich  a  man  have  acquain- 
tance with  Godywul  he  ferlake  him  and  his  waycs,  then  he  fliall 
flcr  have  oar  acqauntance,  we  will  fofake  him.How  far  we  may 
WkhdrgW.  from  a  Cherch  that  it  fhall  not  be  ours,  we  Hiall  fully 
meet  witihaOinthefeobfid  Cb^.  ibmewhat  will  be  fiid  about  n 
there .-  Onefy  now  thus  much,  thoi^h  it  be  true  when  a  people 
ibcfike  God,  we  are^  fbr&ke  them^y et  let  them  grow  nt  ver  fo 
wiched,our  natmall  and  dvill  relations  cannot  \xf  bcoken  because 
of  their  #i«kednefle ;  btt  therelatlons  of  husband  and  wife,  fa* 
therandchihl,  mafter  and  fevaiit  muft  be  acknowledged:  fer- 
vantia  muft  be  dotifiill  td  their  Mdliera  thou^  nevtr  To  wicked ; 
And  the  wife  mii^  be  loveing  and  dutif  all  to  her  husband,  though 
he  be  never  ib  wicked  a  man.  But  for  any  inward  intimate  fam^- 
Ikrity  withthofe,not  thus  joyned  in  fiich  Relatipps,  ought  not 
tobe;ifthcyre:fea:God,ifthfeyWillnot'bc  GodSj  tteyfhould 
not  bt OUra.  It  i^laidi#I^.Sr»o.Tliat^Mf irJ#Mr  Mi(f  tkang^JUy 
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.itjr /ibr  ^tfff^  it  (hould  be  tniie  of  lis  aU,t]M^^ 

ungodly  by  theiiancL  •    ^  ' 

Thus  muchfoc  the  name ef  this.thirdjcbilde  i$iMmi,  j'O^hii^t. 
ji9tmy^fiQfU^ti9dLwHl9^Q$bcy^MrG^ 

that  which  refminethin  theChapterj  it  is  a  pr^mii^^  mer-! 
cy,  bothtolirael,  vfr.  lo.  fu^  afterwards*^  I(ii^el  anil  Iu(|fybj 
together, t/«ra.x.  ToIiia4firft,a^<itbatis9  i    1 

Tft^fb^MmmtfrrfthcebiUren  ^IfroilfiuiU  he  )M  tbefimd^ffbf 

Sea,  nhichcAxnot  bemeafmedarnum^ed^  <^.  Aa4ib?hegoeth 

pp  with\yotidcidiilji0:^cJ0iiS:pr«m^<f»fn        tpliiffl  ui  hi* 

.  tmegQsic?Ption$K  ^oi^iK^i^  >pHfeptrGG4  M  dcMro^ined 

whattodoc.with^hisIfeKl./     <     *  *     . 

Here  then  we  havcfvft  a  promiie  of  OKrcie  to  Iirael>  in  the 
cniddeft  qf  the  (bc^  jacieeiBieDt  that;  God  threatneth.^  he  cooaes* 
in  with  promifcc  of  n^i^e  cvfR  ippto  Ifca^.  And  ^^imii^i^ 
indrcietobeinfuttiregp;M|au<>M*  i^tUKUr»tPi«onQftM<t;he 
Qaflltit^dest^atft^>^l<£jbe.g^b(rredtoIil^  Xhdi(/t|i«e  t;hi(iS5 
arc  obfervablein  the  general!,'  ,  •  ;      i 

Firft^tfa;^  thq:&  js.(u<;h  a  gw^^os  pctmUc  imnedfaFfly  tetter 
fuch  a  (ore  and  dreadfiiU  threatning  as  this^as  uideed  it  1$  ope^rf 
the  moft  (;he<i4ftiU  thrcati^^ 

yet  here  in  the  cjpfe  ottthe  Chapter,  w^M^Bi^lWffl^JW  #^fro- 
^ife^^in  asisin  tne  wholeBpok  pf GocUJF  wi^WMiMf  ¥6KlM)r 
ot^ierve thi|5 njycbw  .''.;/  ...    * 

That  theX4>r4miydgm^  l^einf n^kffCth  ^^terfie^  It>i(i 
a  fofc  thing  when  Gqdii»i»?pci*  ftjiU  ^wcnpfccf f  jHdgttWPt, 
but  it  is.  a^  comfortably  WJ»^  Gc^io  lu^S^^^^fi^'^^W^^Q^^iMI^ 
tpcrcie^  When  God  threatn^moQ:dr€«4hjUy  a^yf^  ho^mnaOr 
fethuiqft.gwci(W%t  fWeihwl<ithc|?f<?rfti«k?i> jTO©<^^^ 
the  threats  of  God^yct  lop^.  f^to  di^pi:o9iii<^  pf v^djloolfiup 
to  fee  wft«an.\jn5ath  is  d  www<:4  i*  ^  wpft  4idk«fcM(4:4ir»^ 
full  wayiWjhcther  wectnppt  fj^i^  a,Profli|^»  whether tjbm»^ 
not  yet  a  littledioud,  though  but  as  ^g  as  «  maosh^d  j  whether 
there  be  not  yet  s(  little  crrvis  throi^h  which  we  n^  fee  *wJiu^ 
{her  God  doth  notbreake  totthw:ichalit|de  light  ifi  awty  ^ 

It  is  a4fuaU,;hine.whfa  :we'«e40  fr^iffaiit^ 
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get  all  pr^mires.  «When  wc  heirt  of  jneicie  toGods  people*  we 
aie  taken  up  tndnevertbfnke  of  Gods  wnith ;  amfonchc  other 
fide  whoi  we  heare  of  his  wmh  our  uiibcleeving  hearts  are  takm 
up  as  wd,  and  never  thinkeof  his  grace  atxlmercie.  We  oi^ht 
to  (an  Aifie  the  name  of  God  in  both ;  when  God  is  in  a  way  of 
jnftice,  look  up  to  his  grace ;  and  when  he  is  ina  'way  ofgrace, 
look  upon  his  /uftice,  and  fandifiethat  name  of  his  likewtfe«  And 
fitfthat  end^I  (hall  give  you  tw^  notaUeTexts  of  ScriptDre;thett 
are  manv  of  this  kinde,biit  two  I  (hal  give  you,that  are  as  famous 
asany  I  knowin  the  bookof  God :  the  one  that  dedaret.htavou 
that whto  God  expreffeth  the  greateft  mercy^  yerthenlie  dcA 
cxpreiTe  greateft  wrath;  and  the  other  when  God  exprefleth 

Seated  wrath,  he  then  exprefleth  greateft  mercy :  And  I  ihall 
ew  you  how  the  name  of  God  oc^ht  to  be  fanftiiicd  in  both. 

Thefiift  i»in  that  34.  of  £x^.  6.7.  The  Lord  there  when  ho 
piafledby  bef9re  Mofixyfrocltimtd^TheLord^ihe  L9rdGodjmr' 
cifmUimigraci9m^  Im^^kf^iring^imi  ^AmniisiMt  ingo^dfuffedftd 
trmhykecfing  mercief0r  ihpufMds^  f^tj^*^g  iniqmtj^imd  trduf- 
mffiwdnd  f$nn€.  What  abundance  rf  mercy  is  here  expreft  ? 
Now  it  f o\\owe$.  And  that  ji^ijf  n§  wuanescUdre  thegmHtj^  vi^ 
fiting  the  inufmitj  tf  the  f others  tffon  the  children^  and  $tp0n  the 
chiiarenschildnH$inf$  the  third  andfottrth  generathn.  Hereir 
an  expreflion  ot  ^eat  wrath.  And  then  forourlanftityingof 
Gods  name  in  this,  it  follower ^tr^. 8.  And  when  Mofes 
he4trdtbu^  hemdde  hafi^  and  iewed  hie  head  teward  the  earth  and 
werfidffediefire  the  Ler4-  Thus  wc  moft  bow  and  worfiiip  be- 
fbreGod  in  our  lanftilying  Jiis  Hamein  both  together,  both  his 
mercy  and  jiiftice* 

On  the  other  M^^Nahuff^  i  .a.andfo  on,  Ged  irjeaiatu  and  the 
Lerdrevettgeth^  theLerdrevengpthandisfifrhm,'  theLardmS 
takfvenfAnce  en /^a^erfariej^:andh^refcrveth  wrath fer  hie 
enemiei^dr&idftiii^ptcS^o^  8.  TheLerdisfiei^^an^. 

ger ;  there  is  a  mitiSgation  at  brft . .  Then  Us  goeth  m  (till  in  ex- 
pieifiontof  wratfa,i?itir  heisgreatinfewer^iwilnetatatofiqmt 
the  wifks^ :  and  ver.f.  Thememntains  qnakf  ^  him,  and  the  hits 
neelt/rndtheearthJ^hMrniat  tmrnfimcrjiearheyaeridan^ 
jtheS  thfreim :  whe  can  fiand  before  hie  indignamn,  andwhe  can 
ahidetbefnrcenegeefhiemger  fhtsfwcy^ieftdBfredemt  Uk^fire/ind 

O       the 
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Jiff  MM^dfrnp^ 

«dit;««g»aAfigt»f6r  the  foi4p  to  f«U.4PHWfi  M«ft.Q<iA 
vitoiib&ttio  thc.««y  of  hU,wri*;?u»4itQ.%,.  mWAMSj^^ 
Asthflb  eaod>Ql<}iiiMh  Bi*  xiidiaftefct)ts<4efHWtiaM0»  of- 1^ 
diwidfcdlifenteiWJ««nftJ»«ii|i^:W«i^      Smmii^  T^ 

itflofyoiLwiUAy  whctf'5oAjMrfteyw*ibroMEWp«»yn»^^ 

wwdcthMrgrortBft  wraeH,  ttuly.  thc8.tJjela«4«*0Qd.  ii»fr> 
f£nli9itll>h^WttU:aQknoWk<IgB<«o4ltQ  b^aee<uif:»Q<i*.  tHoNi^ 
hoAioukkkftroy^aUtaciMi^tbe  wei^i^V  iwkH  SMMt|>ieiH&lH» 
t«te«cknQwl«feocl;!;n  ajfewpftiwiWok  whe».io4«e4eA*«pn 
p^we$vmoftg»ck)»fly»lri«Stinite^iifZirrf/* 

f»d»wf*tbi$rpwilW*  yea*  a^id^%eaiiUy»n«iWj,  «\ftA»g  h<*| 
tb  his.  Saints  in^iediyoetnoubky  MtheC)«»«)Mr«i.nb|(<<iJH(#> 
/iw/t<j»,i^.3.fbtiUki&  wiathiA  ablwdinit^wpddyiwkiKiWr 
etfethofe«lia6tiiiatinhitoi  Mae^inttif^Ae(itbiy«r  anpyihqr^ 
fia»ce.knowitiie<ii£&cncftbeKweabit]Kir<i*cAflit4«MK^^ 
MuiytwlMBtiiqr  eac^ilMwiif  My'  dUpknTfliiiMBb  tluj(^ciit«* 
hooieiaixl  ^tbcmots  witB  .tfaehiM^wt^iwMlthcit  farvint^^WDtil 
theirchildrcn,withtheirftiends,  with  eveiy'jooe  •t)bnkt|w»w 
tlMV.know'>iiot  tJi8n^MidioiiiaineB«kndtW^«ii«iKit}wJimiAjqr 
actiA  t^dr  pt(fiouj t^^wive^ , «ndv dJiMm^r  apd^feraiaClL 
vwniiU^Wfatttbo4natt>rf^vwt])^licii|<  Sfire^»fi>in»>h^0&<H 
tfar  liath<l^cdbd4ny  tfaaftm  at>tQaiiaHU|)^h«lftfotiMiM»rift 
anoiyiupoD  evtiy  litttt  thing.  Mjr  bsethnaov  Itiaatfiilb«nDqrtflk 
y«N)(.intiMN«yc»  o%Kw/ci«aiftB,«Dd<itli9(«l\qmi9K)ii(<]aHt^^ 
inyour(WUcMo«tl|imtolti«yaiH2omdiipme4^^ 
yonkiow'iwkfaawto'b^jpiad^  tlioiigb€h^4i*vwbfia  tiotlib^ 
t&dkjdtaieyQa.  '  ' 

Goddgth not ro^tbof^het^ never  (af-aaofx,  jtt^]moaietk 
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tbofe^iMcrtift  ih  htm.  Ui!F6bd*^sit^ 
^genttiSl  iA>Msd  in  ^ewcfrtd^f  thett  J)e%dt  a  pborHbofcin 
tfae#e»tl<Mhat  iic^lnt  powt  cd>tt(ge/:ina'h6fc,thttis^gtatkrt 
^^5x»d  kiioWfsit,  and'tafcc8ti(MSec.dHt /arifl^htt  foule  Adl 
^kjwwtcjd  thlt'Ood  HeAlcttovr  it.  IfSs  ttuc,  wheh  tte  ivttth'6f 
'Gotif  rtJVdllediibroacl  ijn  the  "World ,  tndfettees  aes  if  it  ti^otold 
TwiUioiirupiUflioreofthc  Saints,  wh  ifpirits  arcwwkc  wd 
ftattefl^th^arf  thcn*ti4 c<PC5ofls'Wr«!i ,  that  they  fhall *ee 
fv7:^weaupin\Iie  tommoh  t^amity :  *«  6f  gbodtaritifiAlt,, 
^Gtad^knoigrei  tfi^ofethattnift  in  him ,  ft^n  Whch  liis  wr«Ais 
iievl^fi)  Si^adfidl  andgenerallAbKOad  tntlte*WoAd. 

It  i$  intWS'titfc  with  Gfid»  tJhildren ,  ^riswithatSiflSe 
in  Ae  motlhiers  Anne$4  if  dw  father  ttolthtly  layes  fcoW 
trponhisfervaiit  andt)eate$hitn ,  ^nd  thrdfts  ttmtwit'df  door% 
forhisttetaicrits,  iSicW'is&j^lhaYerfiblttrfleAiiMiiixjm^^^^ 
-tbers  aiwer agairftthc-ftrvant  upon  the  chfldc ,  that  fhe  poflwc 
diilde  fwt^  a  crying.  So  it  Is^nth  the  childnm  uf  God ,  when 
they^GodinatertibSb^^ry,  lityiflg  hold  upon  wicked  iflen, 
to  execute  wraifh  updafficijn ,  tb<ycty  oat ,  they  att  afi^idlcft 
^teiecv'aifb9uM1)tf<dlthttntoo.  Ghno^Tjeofgoodcomfttft,; 
The  Zvtdisg4od/md  »fran'g^  hsidU  ih^JUy  vftrtu^UjMdlijM^ . 
eththemthsiftrnltin  hm ,  when  his  anger  is  never  f(ygrcat  *ind; 
ttncndl.  Soithhereithoimh  rMsIftael  ^imnfjftcftT^.ytt) 

for aDAat, feyoti'ftwftl'firideir  intlje  r^;;  tfirr,  yj'  tjuf  Wt  tif  j 

•fkim  tbd$  bringeth  good  tidings.    What  ^t  thri  thnt  jhough 
-GoisS^^ray  be  iwrf'r  irii^^-iwi?ii>a  ,  yetiartw  bc<it)|d 

thetmeotJiA  rtiat  yne^th'^gobtl  iydii^i mt  j^b^feech 


I  pcace:G64  at>roa4>titliftieth  ^\  *y^  Ird  hfthV^  m)5fttt«r^tt> 
pubKftipcaceindilSfetofeme.  .*. .^  '^' '  .vw  ,..M..n;  a 
*  Isitnotfothi^da^?'  Itistiiie,twwrafttfft1itC^lsldrri^ 
led,thc  wrath  of  theLordbUttieth'^'ari  bverif^d tt  Khbt,  'btttft 


prmethjp§w'iSj^(ir/hfi^^^  t^ymr/paftf  thrhfg^  that 

AndbetaufctSol  rcvfciteth'fudi  rtch^4c*^in  die  Iriiddefk  rf 


:M?^f^fim^^. 


judge^nt^let  thi$  engage  jfourfaeurts  to  the Lordfor ever* 

Vca  alittle  further  (becaufe  it  is  an  inftradion  of  great  ufe  io 
thefe  timcS|and  maybe  yet  or  further  ufe  in  times  we  may  live 
to  fee  j  not  onely  when  God  threatneth  judgements  ^  let  us 
fandifie  Gods  name  in  looking  up  to  promiies :  But  when 
judgements  are  adually  upon  us.  Suppofc  w^  fiiould  live  to 
havemoftfeajfulljudgaments  of  God  upon  us,  ^et  even  then 
we  muft  looke  up  to  promife^  and  exerafe  our  faith  ^  and  have 
an  eye  to  God  inthe  way  of  ^s  grace  at  that,  time,  this  is 
harder  then  in  threatnings.  You  have  a  notable  place  for  that 
in  Ef^J^  ^6.  8.  In  the  win  rffh  judgements  ^  0  Lord,  have 
we  waited  for  thee^  the  Jefire  efenr  Joule  is  to  thj  narne^  Oh 
blefled  be  God  (my  brethren)  the  Lord  calleth  us  to  wait  upon 
him  in  the  wayes  of  mercie  for  the  prelent.  It  is  true«  there  was 
atimenotlongifince^thatthelordwas  in  a  way  of  judgement 
toward  Et^aiidj  and  there  were  fome  of  Oods  people^  .>vh9nhc 
was  in  the  waves  of  his  judgnients  amoi^t  us,  yct'woaid  waite 
upon  God  and  keep  his  wayes;though  dwjre  Were  many  becaufe 
Gods  judgments  were  abroad  >  and.they  faw  t^  they  were  like 
to  fuffvJTidejwirtecI  froni  God  arid  db^ued  his  wayes.^^  caufie 
of  bitterncrue  of  fpirit,arid  of  dread  of  humiliation  have  they  thf t 
dt(l  fo :  ^B^t  others  may  hs^ve  comfort  to  their  foulesj  tKat  m  the 
very  wayes  oTGods  judgements  they  waited  for  him,  and  they 
can  npW  y^ii\i  more  coiriTort  waitc  uppn  God,  when  he  AS  in^tji 
waycf9fhjs mercie. Btji^ '^ Opd  {hpuidever cgmcuntp  jus  in thjb 
wayea  of  His  jiid^malts  Jlet  us  learne  a  v^n  .then  to  w^it  lypoh 
Godandkeepemsway^  ,  .  '    '^ 

And  yet  aiiptherTcxt  that  ihay  feeine  to  bemore  notablethan 
this  for  )thispurpofe,*  ^idxl)3^tifil^cm.  ^3jl^4-  Conjiderefl  thou 
fiotw%Mthufeojik fi^'^ff^^JfJ^^^f^,  <w>  Jf^iii^^ which, the 
LordHiihchofin^ h^heVeh cajt  them  ijf ;  fhw  thejhave de^i'- 
fidmy  PeefJe^hai  $hey  Jhoufdte  no  more  a  nationS  Mark  thelo  w 
condition  thejpcople  were  in  at  this  time:  Oh^GodkaihcdJtthem 
ofj^,axtde^ifia((M^  worthy  to  be  accouiued 

s^u/ninu'Jk^SrW  wasLv^lpv :  but  jtnpqgh  they,  were 

b^oughtiiiw^an^in  t  ^  coiit^nip^^te^yet  nowGo  J  con- 

firmief  hisCoycnant  with'thein  at  tAistime.'  Tor  obferVe  v^r.2  ^ . 
ThtitfiUihjhi  Lerdjfjfg  C<fV.en4nt  i<  not  with  4»^  ^^4fPl^^^  ^ 
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'  ^1  hn^  9$H  Affrinud  the  9TiinM€$s  rfheituen  Mnd  CArPb^  thenrriU 
Icdfi  dmay  the  feedef  iMoh^  ondDsvid  mj  fervmt.  As  if  God 
(houldfay^  let  them  koow  that  whacfoever  their  condition  is 
now,yft  my  IoyCj  my  mrrcy,  my  faithfidkics  is  toward  them  as 
lia:e  as  my  covenant  with  day  and  night,  and  as  the  ordinances 
of  heaven  and  earth.  An  adminrtde  Text  to  help  not  onely  na- 
tions, 6ut  particular  perfons  when  they  are  caft  under  contempt 
i^  wicked  and/ungodly  men;  yet  at  that  time  the  Lord  ismofl: 
ready  to  confirme  his. Covenant  with  them,  to  be  as  (ure  as 
his  Covenant  with  day  and  night  ,  and  heaven  and  earth. 
This  brin^cth  honour  to  God  when  at  fiich  times  we  can  looke 
up  to  Gotland  exceitiieour  faith»  And^indixd  thisisthegloryt 
and  dignity,  and  beautv  of  faith  to  extrcife  it  then,  when  Gods 
judgements  are  yctuauy  upon  us. 

But  whiit  promifesare  theie  I  They  were  not  promifes  to  any 
that  then  lived :  the  promife  that  here  is  made ,  was  to  be  fui- 
SUcdi  in  Jhirure  ages,  yet  it  is  brought  in  by  the  Prophet  as  a  com* 
fort  to  the  people  ot  God  living  then  in  that  time.  Hencethi^ 
excelieht  note  that  nearly  concemes  us. 

Gratious  hearts  are  comforted  with  the  promifes  ofGod  made 
to  the  Church,  thoi^^not  tobefiiUfilledin  theirdaves.  If  the 
Chtnrch  may  profper  and  receive  mercyes  from  God,tnough  I  be 
'dead  and  gone^and  rotten  inthegravcjyet  blefledbe  God.WJien 
jM£ch  was  to  die,faith  heunto  lufeph.  Beheld  J  die,  hat  GedfiaUbe 
-T/nth^euMttdbrini^yeH  again  mnta  the  Und of  jemr fathers ;  he  will  ! 
fiilfiU  his  promiies  to  you  thoi^h  I  am  dead.    Our  fore-fathers, 
that  generation  of  the  Saints  that  lived  a  while  fince,how  com- 
fortably would  they  have  died  if  God  before  their  death  had  re- 
vealed to  them,  that  within  3.  or  4.  c»: 7.  yeeres  fo  much  mercy 
(hould  come  to  England  aswf?  now  have  (een  ipthefedayes  i 
Yea  how  comfortably  Hioidd  any  of  us  have  died  (I  appeal  to  any 
gracioos  heart  hereyfuppafe  God  (hould  have  taken  thee  away 
but  this  time  twoyeers^  and  he  (houyidhavefaid  thus  tothee,Go 
andbe^theredtothytatha$in«{^ace<  within  thefe  two  yeeres 
fiichandfiKhthingsfliaUbeiiQnefor  jEngland»  9swe  now  live 
to  fee;  would  not  we  willingly  have  died  ^  would  it  not  have 
tetpecomfort  enough  a^nft  the  feaj:e  of  death  but  tohavehad 
revealed  to  us  what  ihwld  have  been  done  in  after  time  to  our 
•^ O  3  .poftc- 


Ohf. 


Gen.48. 
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!'■■—     ■III!  Ill  I  'm^KmBBmmhm  <n%  w    ■    '        j  .     '■    '  .»  <■ 

Ififiiel  fluiQldsbea  iruiUittfiiki  tiMie  (iicAiwbcr.tf' ttiefo  ftidl  Jie« 
theftod  oftht  Ati  ^oce.  We  Audi  Qfomainc  tfaie  <«:4k»(y  ipf 
4he4ncrcyof.Qodin:tlu$  pcMiiirby  Andjby.  One)yf^di<e«pve- 
'fent>tfK|uire  vmc  a  UHk.wftyGjOd  wwlfLeipreQ^to^^  iadu^^ 
that  liis  grace  flwildi  1m  oaiifufQaed.iBtiifc^  ^Ihom^ 

tfwejoo»p««SoripciirervncliSocip(w  we  flviU  linde  tbtt 
GodtherohirepiDinifah  thiSfbeoaufii  ke  wptdjd  fto^(tb<mrg|l)it 
bedicl;reniBaibei:ifai&Qid  fcoiuifcto  i/ifAniMi^ ;  fev^tjiat  viwf ^tj^ 
pcomiicjinfiejto  i«AtidMW^^thitlGiDdJWoiil4.w^ 

and  navr.CxMlAloi^  time  irfiier  eoflaaietkin  W)A  f  eaewifigfhis 
-fmcBiic.  iitfncpwe^retaoblbttcitJiiiiiiiotf. 

TImc  the*  4^oid  iteaiembeEs  iusipromifts  tkfliighimde  f  iMg 
^ime^fince.  GmtuMtafrmmdfiaSfbif  CnfctHW^  ukkn^^. 
III. 5. 

When  we  iuniie  fqat  new  aodfeefe  iiwnJfeftatiQOSof Oods 
meccy,  oarhaaotsrcyayceiaiti  )bi]tidieiB3Me0ii»0ltJti$i<Mn 

oMuay  maoifeftatioQSofhisdoi^*  and  GodliaJbkpeattfdiftt^^Q^- 
vemQt*wichyQBjandi0r«xwlule  yoa  imve  faooo  .ttmfooed*  ihot 
yoa  Io{e  «tl  your  ounfoFt  «gain  wittm  a  ftmrt  tkse :  OliM- 
menlber,  Godisevermiude^djlofbis  CovenuC^  tfaoui^tMlAe 
-aouy>,yecgs>agee,  tcfcitwynqf die<Bnne.ftaU  bttiioQiibflme 
•ftiU ;  beyoH^ver  mtadefiiil  of  your  CovcoaiHtS.  WMi  isttfiwr  ^ 
bn>i]giit  into  tke  bood  ^tlieCe«retiant#  dieir  CifiMtfcjfinoairfoe 
awea^ithit^andt^^atk^etyftri^y^aculdicf  xbiaej^ 
lecift  thing  goe  fronn  the  Coyenacit  at  firft  ^  fiat  a£cer  «  ftW 
mooethfi  cm:  wcekes  are  dvertbek  hcads^they  focgetitbdr  0QM^ ' 
mcntitheir  Covenant  they  made  wkh  Qod,  there  is  not  lumji 
<ftvong'bondi]pon'thetr(pfrifsa»tftere'MM»  before.  tOb  4^'bror 
thren^  hnow  fhat  tfhi$  is  a  great  afid  fMe^rviliisyoufl&odiia 
ever  a»n<ififllf)f afhi5'0)VCfiailti(b7oa'ft^ 

And  k^if^hisCovenantyibof  hiathi^:ittstoo^  way  of]^^ 
rion  :'Godfemembret<hliis  threats  that  wewjudeniangrf^^ 


thtrnfhfiMf^^^  B  A. 


i»|) 


agar;  wo'amiiftased  witk.Goils«tttreiCft&f  the  pwfeDCibut 
witiiiiii«)wiiik9tl«ianweflbn(i^^  Bkit  let^i3sknpw>  time 
akorcdmotGodcasitdbth  w« 

BtttjBttwrtmftmqwmalkdefuddv^  ift  often  in 

SonprntethaKthc  ol^ldrenofifiadl  fluxiUfaeljike  the  jJWr/  ^ftb^ 

tfabcovcnant  to^  Mridf4mlwbMti  WMHh^  snaucsr  ? 

IMiiis^  Skfti  Jlir0^  he  loft  lwfttJicrst:honfo  tnd  all  his 
kiiidi^«^<SoiISeOra»iiaiKi^.^  fufrQod  made  thlst 

covenant  widi  him  tliat  hemmldfmlifhUfiid^t^fi^triS  •/  Am-- 
vip^mi\fi$^hefiu$d^^thiStS4  AsifcGeddiocddJiafe  (aid  to^- 
4MKiuw;.^^4£Mi;l9  Willing  tQ  leave  jinour  firkin  hciile,  I 
vdil*  mthee^oathottfeofyouja  great  Aiaily  of yoursi 

Seoondlj^yMifiMU.criMryetiu^  ai«einiiriird)S  God  ccoififfmed. 
tl(i»* oovenapt  to:,.<4fai4M»j,  aniL  that  with  ao  <Mtb«    Itr  i« 

hMkbcr^houfei  G«Aandeihia>iin9fiiiiet  pf^lt^iiiacflriniipQf' 
his  feed,  but  not  with  an  oath ;  but'taftea wanii  in  *  Qtn.  t^M  i  ^. . 
fkfi^xnffimtUt^fnaiiSM  hiafod^/^tha^by 

anOtth^feofiuthiie^i^iiR^yi^^^^  fiK>  h^^ffi^th^^ 

^idmt§.ikit^khgimdb$fimmmkUMth^ 
\flM  iUkfsimg  J  me  Uiffiitim^mddi^  tmrtfififimg^  lwit:m9U$$^ 
'  €bffieikuiM^fim$9ftb^lmMv$mimdMtyjf^ 

iftrjiflf  faiai&oJ>iKibia«oek^^  Ah^hixmymi^ 

i94Ri$MboomiMBd|ooiekupilii*  owaedM ;  and  AfMi. 
tltti®dd^o«M«ti(<iO)iBttlaipfy  hiJi6edia$3therfiaili<^citvffb 
andaistWfairid^ol^tteftaiv  Yitai^cpiiic%inayttii«pjDath»  Jfy^^ 

done  this.  We  have  two  inoft  exciUeaUiotcfriTiHnl«icc> 

^gftft^thiqvi^iioUugieCbiobBihpwil^  t9Joie\.for,  Qcid. 
Akrshdm  was  willing  to  Ipfe  his  fathera^houfe^  the  ooM&lt  of 
ItiafiittiilyiqKXSbdx  Jttmlkm4kf^tbuMfifrm^mt^^  ^^thffi^rn 

ftf4Sod.^  Aptkheii>;uiilMitgta  kfe  om  ibD,if«\f|»rt^  cl«u.  (Mt« 
lfeWM>litaiiMidf«M  foc^tdscaQtfaoiiJk}fiEftfi7«%.thwehitrb^ 
toO^iAtfcyiiiMBimK  Tiioiiihaltbim<h|io}raM)6^^ 

have 
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luvetMthotttmdfimsbdfdci.  Oh  Ice  us  hoc  brafntidtopart 
with  Ally  tbingfer  God :  Godspeople  they  know  how  to  maltt 
up  in  God  what  ever  they  lofe  tor  God :  But  God  will  not  oiie- 
\y  makeit  up  in  himfelfe^biit  will  make  it  up  even  in  the  veiy 
thtngitfelre,theaeatureit  (el£ethoviofeft  tor  God.  Art  thciu 
willing  to  lofe  a  little  of  thy  eftate  i  Thou  tnayft  with  comfort 
expedCfofarasif  thou  knewcftall  thou  thyfelfe  wonldftdo- 
Are)  tp  have  it  made  up  in  abundance »  even  in  that  ^very  wtf . 
You  know  the  proinifcy  Hi  thsufrrfskss father^  or  m^tber^  #r 
vnfe^^childrem^ lanis^m^ b^esftr nnfaksJhaU  have  Muhmnm 
artdfrldin  thu  wmrtiy  Md  in  the  world  to  come  lift  overUfiimg. 
How  hath  God  fuliillcxl  this  this  day  in  many  of  our  eyes*  aiid  to 
many  of  our  experiences  1  how  many  have  you  knewne  who 
have  been  willing  to  parr  with  what  they  had,  and  to  put  it  out 
(as  it  were)  to  the  wide  world;  God  hath  made  it  up  not  onely 
in  himfelf ejbvt  in  the  veiy  thing  it  ielfeiand  theiebytaught  them 
and  all  the  world  to  be  willii^  to  venture  for  God,  to  part  with 
any  thing  fer  him  and  his  caufe. 

.  Secondly,  When  we  are  willing  to  lofe  for  God ,  then  it  the 
time^hen  God  will  tenew  and  confirme  his  Covenant  wilh^ 
ut.ThenGod  confirmed  his  covenant  with  Atrmimm  when  hee 
was  willing  to  part  with  his  fonne»to  be  deprived  of  all  his . 
ieed.The  way  to  be  made  inreof  what  we  have  is  to  be  willing 
topartwithit.  Youalldefirefobefiireofyourefibcei^  ohthat 
we  could  in  the&time^  wherein  we  ftenathingfiire  m^ouv 
eftatesfurel  cfaists  thedefire  cf  every  one.  Wofdd  yosx  ma&e 
(lire  of  yoar  ^ftatcs  ?  Be  willing  to  employ  vour  cftittcs  for: 
G^andforagoodcanfer  TUsistheway  to  nave  God  to  rt^ 
newhiscbvenanttoyoufbranafluranccthatway.  Here  is  the 
bpft  afliirance  office  in  the  w<xld. 

But  how  comes  this  in  at  this  tim^and  to  this  people  ixxHffts 
hisprophecie? 

Thus  it  comes  in  now^becauTe  the  Lord  by  theProphet  would 
anfweranobjeftion  of  the  people.  They  mi^  havefaid  thus, 
What  Hofid^  doe  you  thus  threaten  judgement,  the  deftnidioh 
oflfrael?  why^yottptomtfemcrcieto  ]udah,and  Jndahis  but  a.. 
handfuUtous,  wearetheten  Tribes,  and  with  us  are  the  chiefs . 
the  greateft  pact,  almoft  all  the  £ced  of  J^shsm^  and  yet  you 

threaten  { 
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(tboi«9i.<Pto  ddlitsSni) ,  It.^nwfir  peWb^y  btt  •  Wfet.  will 
hMQ«nfi;QltSe!iisps»mife  ^fcfo^  JDjJi  not  Cwl  ptvnyfc  >rf,A^j*. 

ftiri  ai.«be)fi«.Ai««p.^ij!JW  ie«scitflgft^«rQ(l6t«).<;iQj:,  -Go^ 

«a«i«!tiAcnbtIe^eitkK4he-i«<ilpf  4h^hm  fliowld  t»e  tfowght 
into  a  narrow  coflipflifr.«n4bfiiipt})iog.  Tlw  4oubtfefle,t5<JX 
WMtread]i^$lo«ie^tflft.^PfQp])ett 

{«!(wSde4orilU»<:iiwcij  Mi&lSJU.4is  ^pmii«  i^fttp  ^kr^h^m 

wbfl^foeverbceooMfpfftKHb  lQr7Q4«r«  <nifti(VffiviptJ|i(4gii}g 

-  )Wlti«(»QeAretiie  ffledpf  ^^^<f«*«  fm  y^u  ihnU  Imppw  t^t 

that  ihall come  to  jajrue  Jw  tl«TfiwJi  ,of  4p'^4im  >'?Ori  fH^i^ji^ 
tbftbfelM^  >9the>/QQ(l{of  4Mr<iff  4'^fi0y  (Wfrff  <i»6  ipj:^  of 
AhahMn^  and.fb  ttey.fl^jllbc  nbjeiqiuldjrep.of  J^fta^I  (»S*  wetf 
M  Jrou,  and  thw«  God  wJU  I39?|*  gppd  his wqtd.  And  ^tiw 
^wo^e  Jbum.  9„  doth  qiM«C  i**s  Sfifipfiqrc  9is9\a.  Goj^s  S«lS5g 
oftrtf  the  peopie  irf"  l6id.thj{fftBPd  hfw  i>y  j^i^!^  i(«'«;.  ^} 
^tft^fiiitt^tti^Jitfiiiffl^iff^fi  fh^mmj  fXOfile  that  iptretut 
m^,fe»fie}  ^fhi$.^fithe.v«y'%«^.th«t^h?V^lpW^ff  tlicrpqwt^h, 
though  atiitbe worda  aseiKtf  «jb«B(S,  . w4  jt  i*  a  very  -good  t.Wqg 
«oao^mkit.yQUEfci>to*sW>«te 5®rjp|8>rfj,  ai^^tp  %  h<ij^;i^M 
S€riptiiiwlorite«t<>iRjdr4*(Wpffc?fi!awf{i^i?Jly'in  tbp^w  tff 
ftament  to  fee  how  the  Old  Xfift%n>ei>f  is  .qq^fid  J  Tiis^  l|^ 
the  Apbftleappljnrthftofie'QFPlll^Sj^Wl  thje  MyG|y^ft  (who 
inii(fMt4aterpwtt«rii^5Sfl^PKsJ  dj^^fla^wps^  tfe^  .it,}#  at 
Ita&'MpaKoSamsdUlifit.  WMgr i#-.|h9 ^pl^l% f^i^WPm  ffir 
airfteHsgfoonwfiadte|JI|«fefttfc9feil5)^W%%Pt,.^-  I  ^  • , 

ningJEl»^i3v«flIfi»riiri»^W9rftfflajfc,gPPfI  W,P>|1 49  ^W -firi^ 
timc»6fiteCo(pcBj,fclii>tiw  w/W-^JWM^tllf  W^'^%9f  f^J*^' 
folfilliiig^thofe^rp»)f«il«i»^c©h(^it<i  jl^ccjpwpti^r  " 
erf tfcem  isyot  oendnl||fitd«>^siWl(«^f  l)^>mP^^f&^  ,t^( 

fpirituaUfeed,butthftitay[iii8i^)ibfi4,fiJ;rf#T)«^^ 
t!ld^'pvoiiii«iiiMdi4|pQd^^)AMU)K«HlK^4f^^ 
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thefaith too.  Rom.^  i .itf. The Apofth (peaks thereof t general 
falvmion  #/  IfvMl^  that  was  yet  to  come  ^fter  tkefullneffe  •fthe 
Gentilej,  So  it  appears  plainly,  that  thofe  Prophcliei  concerning 
the  glory  of  Ifml,  though  they  Were  in  part  made  gdod  in  the 
fitft  timesof  thetidfpdijr  yet  there  wis  a  further  aocomplilh- 
ment  of  them  after,  when  there  Should  be  d  fuUmjUe  #/ 
the  CenHles  ^omeii\v\A  then  Ifrdeijhemldh/kvedj^a, 

I  might  fp^a  great  deale  of  time  in  (hewing  bow  many 
premifes  concerning  €he  excellency  of  the  Cfaorcn  were  made 
good  in  part  in  the  mft  times  ofthe  Gofpell,  and  yet  that  but  as 
diefirfttruitS,andtobe  fiiUy  made  good  afterwards.  Andcer* 
tainly  this  prbmife  (as  we tftiall  afterward  come  to  know)  it  is 
not  yet  thoroi^hly  fiilfflled :  thoi^h  it  was  in  part  ma<le  good  at 
the  cdKrig  ot  the  Gentiles,there  is  a  further  d^te  of  it  tp  be  ac^ 
complifhcdahothctdayidf  which  hereafter.'  ^ 

Frdni  hence  f  the  words  being  thus  opened  to  you)take  theft 
obfervati9its  as  they  do  immediatly  (pring from  them. 

Firft,that  all  bcleevers,though  of  the  Gentilcs,are  of  the  feed  of 
jUrahamy  thcyareof  Ifrael,  an<l  therefore  ha\:othe  (ame.piiyi- 
ledgesr  with'.Tfrael,  the  fame  in  tfkSky  yea  (^as  we  (halLfec  after- 
wardVbettcr,  They  ire  allthe  heirs  ofAbrdham^vjholw  Rm^J{* 
is  iticf  to  be  the  heire  efthe  worid,thcf  have  the  digriity  of  Ifiaelyto 
be  the  peculiar  people  of  the  ix)rd,to  be  Gods  treafurc>tD  be  Gods 
portion;  Whatlbever  you  reade  of ifrael,  aDf excellent,  titles* und 
appellations  about  Ifrael,they^beloi^  now  toiU:bekved:Silthoi^ 
thty  bee  thecHldreriof  the  GejTtife^-    •  J'>  "  ^ 

A  comfortable  an  Amoft  fweet  point  to  us  of  the  CentileSr 

Seoondhr,  God  hath  a  time  to  bring  in  abundancetjf  |>e6ple  to 
the profefnon of  thefaith,  tobriogin  midtttudesyeyeojasthefapd 
of  the  fca->(hore.  Hewffldoit,^ridh«6iitbi(rayeseooi|ghi!6a^r. 
'cditlplilh  It.  TH6ugh'  there  is^  ihi  prtfenitfaisTcyiSDacJi  npra 
the  way  and  peoi)le  of  God,  that  tfk^  arebur  alfewi .  ^'company 
,  of poclire meine kinde df people, a hMdfuU,; aud wtuttiarethey in 
jl  bomnarifbn  of  the  reft  ?  This  rei^pch^(iny  brethbrn^  wiU  be 
V(ripc*mWi)ri;  and  .We  may*  jrtrte«JWft  thitbcfiMthcworl(d  bc^ 
comc^6'9iVeii4ifli^ifi^  greMtft^art  ^alL  cbqie  in  «id  .iinbiace; 
thfcfkithi6ftSHri(r,and^tbme<obeeodlyto^^  L  h.  I  '     r '    .:  r 

^*  49*  19*  Whjy^fir^md  d^$hie  ft^effffMiie  t^itMarrew  frf 
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I     io? 


in  thy  heurf^  who  bath  hgotten  nu  thefi  f  When  Wa$  this  fal- 
EUed?  ^  • 

That  /f  Mr  in  D49t;  i .  j  ; .  thait/m^te  th^  hiugt,  iecamidpigt 
momntaine  and  filled  the  wh9ie  earth.  Geds  peofAe  (hill^ttthe 
wholeearth.  Now  take  all  Ouifttti^  to  be  Ciods  people  that  do 
but  fo  inuch  as  acknowledge  Chrift  to  be  the  the  Son  of  God , they 
are  not  abovethefixthpartofthe  world,fo  they  havebecne  com- 
puted ;  and  yet  this  muft  be  fulfilled  that  the  Church  ihaU  beu 
the ftone that fmotethelttiageV  beeoihcagreat  Mountaide  iftid 
fill  the  whole  earth.     '  '     •'    '    ' 

The  ttew  lermfdlem  {hat  hhn  faw  in  the  KeveUtint,  it  was  that 
great  City  y  ihaxvf  2S  the  bride  y  the  Latmbs  wife  i  and  when  God 
commeth  to  dwell  with  men  by  lu.s  Spirit 3  all  people  (hall  come 
zndflocke  te  the  Chtereh^^s  the  Profpet  faith)  tfv  ^ht  davesto  theip^ 
winde¥i^s,$nd  they  you  kno\^  flie  together  inflockes;  In  Ghriftt 
time  the  peoplcof  God  were  a  little  flocke-  Feare  net  little  fi^ek: 
the  word  in  the  Gredc  is  two  diminutives,  iinh  little  fleckg^  and 
fo  it  may  be  tratlflated^Fr^r^  not  little  little fleck^fir  it  isyewr  Fa^ 
then  win  to  give  yett  the  kingdente^  Itwasalitdefloekethen, 
out  it  (hallbeagreat  flockef  when  the  father  fliaU  Come  to  give 
them  the  kingdom.  .  • 

Chrift  is  promifedto  have  the  ^^^A^^  forhieinheritanc^yOmd 
the  nttermeft  farts  of  the  earth  for  his  fojftjpon  •  be  ftiall  poflcfle 
them.  A  King  d6th  notpoflefleakin^dotne  tharonelyppiltfleth 
feme  Towne^or  one  Shire  of  if  ^^  Chrift  (lia(ll  f^fe^  the  mttermofi 
farts  of  the  earth.  Yea  it  fliall  beftid,  Theklngdomes^fthe  r^orM 
are  become  the  Kingdomes  of  the  Lerd,  andhis  Chrift.  Thcywc 
the  Lords  indeed  in  fome  (en(e  alwayes  5  W  he  Ipeakes  fn  a  fpe- 
dall  fenfc,  wherein  it  ihall  be  Aid  not  onely  a  few  congregations 
are  the  Lords  and  his  Chr  JftSybut  the  kingdomes  of  the  eartb,and 
the  great  Kings  ofthe earth  fliallcomc  inland  briiigin  their  gloiy 
to  the  Church; 

la  it  fo,  let  every  one  then  come  in,  and  help  on  this  work. 
Hath  God  ptomiledthiSi  that  there  (hall  be  multitudes  come 
intotheChurthPcotn^thbuih  theti,  and  thou.  What  (hall  fo 
manyimbriMthcfailhof  j)tG»t:Srift;  a^fiialt thou ftadd out 

P  2  ^  *   and 


Got 


Digitized  by 


1^     )>  .  .  ..       ^  Miffffii^'lllf  y 


Although 
Godd;- 

filling 
promises 
fer  a  dm;, 
yet  at  h& 
be  does  k 
elorioufly 
Numb,  I. 

Chap.3.3, 


fore  it  is  that  we  have  fiich  excellent  p'romifes  in  theSaip^qwiq 

&miV:hii  The|)swaty,<tft^iwwl»ii^  irfw  5a«ws  of  Qii^offv 
OiaU.  a0» mimifs^:  9^vf?mM^  ^.  'i»f'^. this (b^^blific 
blook  now.,  ft  i»tw«,«ftc»?  wbutf^tem  y«^  wj»t  tit«»  *4N«* 

fimd'JihrfAiw  .Wh*'iA(i»8'lY>!«.4pnflt,^wiy«fbhftWthfe 
promife  fhall  be  hillhlled  for  the  prcfent,yet  \e^v§  hs^fgwi^ 

ht)iH^gD^«9(iMUifut(M<k«ffi|  Hi^bjrpoQKulctJi^J^v^^fl 
^e^ » wclL  jfm.  gcowfli:  ^|»».<w4li[P/W^>49ftj^y«nM4^ 

^KMthJ»)''iMr.vw  jVWtyMi,  ^<^^4iMii«  wi&-«o9tinM:4Mn 

feea  ofAhahdm  (houlti4)e  as  the  (and  of  the  f^^4lR,^.yt)e^ 

W  otberi^Uireaertheiced  by.pr9«Hr<*lwti/f«f J^ltjri(«rf^^ 
rtv  upon  ^eic«»»igip'tD  ^OTpt,whk*  WM  ^i^i/tmrnm^kn 
fic«mf«^|«iia-9ti^  tpK  thr«e^or4«pd;t^ao^  th<«  4l[t .  wt)9»  ill 

hflfivtn  fbi;  m<dtV«jde  ?  6qt  «ow  «¥n^  ^  4^«rw«s4(b<W0MS. 
oa^pucct  for  if  yo«  reade  in  the  bp^db^^f  A)>i«*tt^'y<9QAM^ 
fe»vJe,th»tio  tJi^nfi^t  sii  5,  y^^fs  ('DptaMnhita  whifQ  tbiiy  mwb 
Bnd.er  bpn4(©»;.  <bey  w^re  tfckajpi*  «py  %«he9tb<i|!-€9flgkc«tt 
<?f  Pgypt*  «n4.thfl?  W!ffP  fix  ^iidfi<PJif h^.n((> fttjttlbiMthgii- 
fand,  and  five  hundred  and  fifty  fighting  menof  tifenqr  y«erQ9 
pWtbeyo)w«eft.<?f«lwn/  4»«fidfSr«lk<£».\wioi^nnBd<*WBcn, 
9pd  b(Cu|l««!^tfa(tti^b9(;|f  ZfviV\w!bi^ll»f.«:0ttt(9r'^cw^ 
twfepty  thowfapd  ^9«>  Ii)  th^§.^.  *Wa  jwrta  i^  vgimkm 
ibi^tmiiKui  tmi»4ih9M«t>/U3)t(iw&6inAtlMiiaiteiiti^ 


i^VA^p/^igTH^a^  t  a. 


ttMm> P>^^^^fiMi ^^-^  Thwyoufw,  tboughiliwas. 
l<H#jr«l».V^CkK^  tjitoac^ins,  bQW  hefuUiUeclitbepromiffi  to. 
,  AhahMm.  Se  thoi^h  we  doe  not  for  tbe^pr^C  die  v^pd.gpii^ 

G«i^^W»r^toJ8i]ybU,a^l,  9n4  «9  wiU-  4o  it,  aui  wIicq  I»? 
qjwqijbw  «PIWglffip«fly  «l)9WQ«V  faith. 

forc  we  may  belccve :  aijd  vji^  Qo(i  <?np(;  <;QiwnjtUi  in  tb/f 
ymt*^.  W?«7t  >»  VIWI.(4$  I  fwiWOTcJ  t»^  on.vcry  g|<^- 
oi%  jtihcH^  Irt  m  l)e-iwiUiR^  tq  wnm  hk  mc,  wdmwi  voc 
w.iHpiBnfftw«»  wl^  i|atb  I^dpRf  ifl  Qi?£  tit^^  thi^t  there&r/c 
n(lf]Q|p^A4W4oaeii}4ipUu]'.  Xh<P«l'liameot  hath  fatp^tt; 
J4^ap4t|i^i$^i?llt|rtm.c^o(;  (rplay  ipiiif!  qnU»nkfullyand 

mlm>w^yXUl^^^^f'?^w*f^^9»oatQod9Vl9ylt^  «s,.it  he 
w A(f^  iff9rit:.-«f  ^peuoie  thcD  Iw  i^  4p(ie  »t.%pQthpr .-  yo^ 
fff^eiOB:  vIkI  te^i4^  »J>f.fi>WlMi5  q'  the  p:ptxii&  tp^hah^m, 

were ^the Church stt  thefiril  :Therfprei»thChn{t,  whfr^tivt 
•r-  t^rvit^^n^^fhrn^tputkr  yH:  nptii^  th^  there  wwldbee 
fipt<.y?^%if <lfi^iiri]u  AMi(  i:^ob|aTableconc(,Tnin^P^«/ 
I  Wkmk^ W^-Wpp^ t^a WPPfJ«%H  vifion,  in  whifih he (m  » 
IMP ^^9«^mh*m^m  to  biff,  wd pwiog him  tocome 

oimy>-}!lim49mv^h}9mm,'>  one  wQMi4h»vctii£)«ght  t^^it 

. ifimM  ^>!f  ^ixiMfiht  io^fpe^t  9«(mb(prtot)^e£ijt^ :94f  Miien 
;'>WMB<?f9MJK«d9W>!^W«*sftufCtogeJptq  tlj^  fiddsb'yiii- 
vfpyftMoi^ije^di,  «od/x?%  ii»w  Wji;>ip«n  cai^(:  thj^retohew: 
hw^thm  v{9}^4}tt|>e  Auditory  he  h)i4jvi4  3;D<?ngft  th^^thve 
YM(lKt;«ie&0?<^. W^^raafi  wia?«ght  ngftn,  G«4«^jftt(/i,tfK  htm 
Kf  'f>^>)4mWK^  tkiF^4QtlW^A^?|S)VffP.iRphAiMg^ 
cilUl»li$ix«  MPeJ^W  ^WWRJ^  pod  >^?cm  pti  vfi^fm. 
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bp  very  fmriJ^  jpct  we  tnay  cxpeft  a  glorious  ihcreafe  afterward. 
As  it  was  with  theGfau*rchatt1iebcgtnning,lb  it  wiUbehere: 
That  which  BUdaMtxi  oflcty  Chuf.  8. 7,  may  wellbeapirfyed 
to  the  Ch!Oxc\iyThotfgh  the  beginnings  of  it  be  fmnff,  ftf  the  Utter 
end  ofit /halt  greatly  incre^fe. 

But  thirdly.  As  God  hath  a  time  to  multiply  his  Church,  ft 
itisagr^atblcflingtotheChurchoFGodwhen  it  is  multiply- 
ed.  it  is  a  fruit  of  Gods  great  grace  tnd  mercie  to  make  the 
Church  to  be  t  nnoierous  people :  As  the  mnltitmde  rfSnbjfSs 
is  thegUrjefn  ?rinceSo\  is  the  gbry  of  Jefus  Chrift,and  there- 
%reitwa$prophe(iedofhim,  that  the  Church  (hould  come  in 
as  the  ir0  of  the  morning,  ffrl.  1 10. 3. 

Thus  U  began  in  the  Fdaiitive  times  in  the  Apoftles  dtyes, 
and  prefently  after  multitudes  came  into  the  Church.  I  re*- 
member  lerome  Writing  to  Cromatinsy  faith  that  there  mi^  be 
computed  for  every  day  in  theytere  (except  in  the  firft  ct  Ja- 
nuary) five  thoufand  Martyrs :  therefore  the  Church  was  grown 
toanumerousinuUitude*  And  TertmBinn  4>eakes  in  l^rscime 
that  they  were  become  fo  numerous  then,  that  in  his  Apologe* 
tiques  he  tels  the  Heathen  that  they  had  filled  their  Cities ,  and 
that  if  they  would  they  had  ftrength  enough  to  make  their  par- 
ty good  againft  them,  but  they  were  patient  and  fubmittcd 
themfel vcs  to  their  Tyranny. 

I  knbwtnany  makethfs  ofTertnBian  an  at^omcntthat  men 
muft  lay  down  their  necks,  and  fuffcr  their  throatsto  be  <jat,  it 
thofe  that*  are  above  thim  will  it,  and  if  they  cannot  obey  aftive- 
ly,they  muft  obey  pallively  any  thing  that  is  according  to  the 
will  or  fach  as  are  over  them.  Why  (lay  they)  did  notthe.Chrt- 
ftians  fo  in  the  Primitive  times  ?  Yes,  the  Chriftlans  did  fo,  they 
though  t  hey  were  under  Idolaters,and  were  commanded  to-deny 
Chrift,  which  was' utterly  unlawfiill;  yetthoi^h  they  could 
notobcyiaftively,  they  obeyed  paffively,  they  didfub/eft  and 
fubmit  themfel ves  to  all  their  rage ;  ^  thoi»h  they  had  ftrength, 
yet  they  would  not  refift.  Why  (hoiid  not  Chriftians  do  fono  W  ? 
.  You  are  exceedingly  gulfed  with  this  amiment  many  times: 
true, we  are  bound  toobeyauthoritya^Hvely  or  paffively, &yct  this 
'argument  doth  not  fcrve  the  tume.  There  is  a  great  deakof  dif^ 
fcrtfnce  between  authority  abufed,  and  men  that  are  in  authority 
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commanding ;  here  the  diftrencf  lies  not  in  authority  tbufcdj  but 
in  that whichis  no  authorityatsdl.Fof  there  is  noaiithoritythacwe 
tre  fiibje^Jt  to  now,but(as  1  have  faij  heretofore  ^according  to  the 
Laws  and  Conftitutions  ofthe  Countrey  wli^e  welive.  I^ot  to 
the  commands  and  meer  wills  of  men  till  it  be  hroi^ht  to  'a  Law 
tre  we  bound  in  coniHence  ^o  fubmit,,  no  way,  neither  a(fVively 
nor  paffively;  though  it  be  a  good  thing  that  is  commandcd,Cor.- 
fcience  doth  not  bind  to  it,  ea  rdiUne  to  y  ecl4  to  it ,  becauic  it  is 
commanded, till  it  be  brought  to  a  Law.  Now  when  things  are 
brought  into  a  Law,and  be  accordiiigto  the  agreements  and  co- 
venants ofthe  place  and  country  wherein  we  live.  And  then  fup- 
pofe  this  authority  be  abufed,and  there  be  an  ill  Law  made,  then 
I  confcfle  (if  that  Law  be oCforcc^  wc  muft  either  quit  our  ftlves 
ofthe  Countrc?yt>rclfefubmit  or  luffer,  for  then  th;^  Dower  of 
Godisinitjthoughitbeabufed,  andwcareto  be  fubjeft  to  all 
powers.  Whcnthen  it  comes  once  to  be  a  power,  to  be  a  Law, 
It  is  authority,  though  abufed,  and  we  muft  yeeld  obedience  to  it 
either  aftively  or  paflively.  But  we  muft  enquii  e  whether  it  be 
a  power  ;  It  is  not  becaufe  the  man  that  is  in  authority 
commandeth  ir,except  he  command  it  by  virtue  of  that  author!^ 
ty,vrhidi  ifraccording  to  the  nature  and  condition  ofthe  (iincfa- 
mental  conftitutioosof  the  Countrsy  where  he  liveth. 

Now  in  the  primitive  times  they  iiibmitted  themfelves  to  fuf- 
ferwhenthey-couldnotdoethe  things  that  were  commanded 
/as  to  deny  Chrift^becaufe  by  the  conftitutionsot  that  Cou^- 
trfcy  thev  had  iitch  a  Kind^Df  power  given  to  them,alegal  power  to 
proceed  againft  thcmjfb  that  they  had  a  power  in  their  way  given 
them,  andfhey  had  authority,  but  they  abuf^  it  in  that  they  did. 
And  therefore  the  Chriftians  were  fo  willing  rather  to  fuffer  any 
thit^  tbati^to  rdift,  and  Were  dors  the  fame  cafe  we  ftiould  do  (o 
txKijif  6oce  it  come  to  ptfle  that  mifchicf  be  ^ftabliilhcd  by  a  Law, 
thoi:gh  it  be*mifchicfc,yet  if  we  cannot  obey  it  aftivcly.weare 
bound  tofoflPtr  ^r  elfc  to  quit  the  Country , one  ofthe  twojif  it  be 
urged  upon  us:  We  may  feek  what  we  can  to  get  it  alleviated^but 
we'mult  either  do  or  fuftlrit  onceitbeframediintoaLaw,oth€;r- 
WifewearenotboundiincQnfcience,  bound  we  may  be  in.re- 
eaid  of  prud'e^ce^and  in  regard  of  preventii^  other  cufturbani:es, 
Uit  confdencc  doth  net  bim  toyi^s  of  inen^  but  biqds  to  L^iws. 
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Jtotocome  to  what  i  bmigbtthxs  k  fer.  The  Chrk^iiii 
urefewondci£iUy!increaftdattliistiiBe«  iiomwK  kiiowthiifi 
4»  td^poirit ;  we  use  to  cejc^jce  Avlm . die  Cten^h  9in$r«af«4 
Vidto  ^fteemit  ts  ihc  gEcat:b]flfiii3g'^<}fid  MrbCRtl)^  Iff 
made  as  the  Taodiipon  chc  jfea  Oams^^  lHat  iam  AdtoJmfaUpU^ 
for  this  b  P/^/.ys. where  tbcodka  ki]ge  piopklir imie  .<vKbf 
KingJomecfCfan&aatlofhisGlciyinfJitsp«li«^^    ti^^S* 

mittref9rev€r^^flmU.<pflMhmejS$  Imi  miikffumH$miAl$9nfh^ 
ieiU^edinhim^IigtUm  fi^  MtMrn  Uaffcd,  Mow  WS^ 
uponthiS|^how^hc6atrtt^s?jo)nQeas]idblefle  Go^y  wbitS^UfU 
Naiiozis4oinei&  tod  &9vcChnft?  fittildure  i»iait.  ovAuti)^ 
inmd  jnyBetothe(fjhii8d):?«/>^A^^^  C^d,  th^  (k4 

•f  Ifrad.  vfht.mely  dpih  vipniirem  thingt^mmiitkffed  ifhfsjfl$ru 
0MS»amefH^t^rMndtver,mfdia  tbcvh0U:isrmiej^  W^hi^ 
^iorjy  Amok  amd  Amen  (kith  the  Ghuoch  of  (^ocLthcPi  kt  ftU'l^ 
€sims fend; forth thdrcccbe^^idbiR^  too  tetl^s;, 

ttUtatltkfesrtbJiaUicfil^smkihe.si^^Cimii  ,  jttewrfwt 
they  are  aflfeftedvrith,  tins  is  tttt  they  defive  siuclvj  fli#  jt  ^^ 
t1uittld%jrThis  is  a  bldbdt hingi]«kcd»    ' 

Mybrethreny  it  is'a  good  amd  comely  !&ht  in  n  ;gjir9^Q|]$  4W 
to  (ecmultitudes  come  in  aod  to  flocktpQiriftaa^i^liis^^ir 
niinces.  It  is  true  indeed^tbe  fpiut  of  Anticbrill  ii«  j^  ^ifmafty 
makes  them  that  they  cannot  laoke  upon  hi^Uit  with  g  mj^o^ 
ljnteye,and  their  hearts  doe  vexeiandrngCi  aodhsA^ttiiSfl  .4t 
imich  as  at  any  thiiig»thty  tove  fcicteriog  0f tbc^  Pfl«n4  4l)Wf^? 
but  toifee  foople  come  floolttii£.  (q  O«ii0WC6S»  itffJff^H^? 
citades  Come  in  and  joyne themteiYe^  to  CkriAp  ithMStiMqf^^iW^ 
endure* 

The  iame  milkioiisiiTkit  that  nvias  jflgaiuft  Chrift^.  l^t  vfi 
readeof  in  the  Ads  of  the  ApQ(Ucs>ye«*aQdin  r  heGofpft^s  t;op. 
we  Snie  it  ftill  in  dieh  Junde  of tneii.  Mmhe  Xk^X  1^?^ j»  /t(f^ 
1 3  .vf4^  .There  it  is  Aid  (hat  iii!im»^.  ^^  irh^  Citi^^ff^mf  tfi^ 
fbtr  Hh^ar^th^  vm^  afOoijt^  heatea  SeWiKKb^Iow  r^  /^^^ 
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wbatbatimsthecedUiDe?  Tfaeyf»wnohartdone^  batmeer* 
t^  faw  cfatimltitiides  wd  tiiey  fpetlce  agaioft  tfaoft  things  that 

Marke  again  the  v^e  ;]^ELts  of  the  Pharifeea  thtc  envied  at  t\k 
multitiideduitfalJbwed  Chrifthi'mretfe:notonely  did  they  envy 
attheApoftlesi^far  xka/  might  be  fadliousand  Angular  menjj;i 
thfcircfteem , Ixitwkatiay youtoChriftkim(eire /"  lohuxz^if. 
Thfybsriffesfkidyhh^U^  ftrceiw  jthnf  ]€  frsv^ile  nothing} 
Mdd^hivmrldfrUmfS  him. 

CeitainlytheiaiM  PharHaicgUfpirithath  beenca  Ppekticall 
Cfmit  in  our  day es.  We  know  it  hath  beene  natter  enough  for 
ggp4^  Minty^^^Qoafciqnable  Minifter  to  be  outed  of  all  he  hath 
at  ai)  kttkaK  ^^  a^  hif  mauth  to  he  ftopped ,  meeriy  upon  thiii, 
thoc^  they  had  nbthingagainft  him^no^notibrtheirowaLaws^ 
but  becau^  be  \yas  a  poimlar  jnan  >. v^i  multitpdea  followed 
him.  What^  daqgcroua  t^inghath  it  beeae  of  late  times  for 
mok  ta  he  ix^iiar,  that  ia  j  to.bee  iach  a^  iBultitudes  {bail 
€ome.aad9ockU)thcwocdpreai;hcdbytheqi.  Certainly  it  is  an 
cvilL^ritj  foe  the  pcemife  of  Godto  bis  Church  is ,  that  there 
fliaUcom^multituacaandjc^newith  thepso^eof  God  in  the 
way  of  his  Ordinances. 

if^ntttk  may  be  they  doe  not  envie  at  all  that  ouiltitudes 
0H^  follow  tkitthAt]^£oo4ibut  itia  the  bamour  wd  pride 
qifyfb  lafien  to  have  mokitud^p  to  fo|lpw  after  thcwy 

TiJfi^bfiidJSrttQfm^  this  pff  ^ith  iiich.a.|»lea*  Coofider 
wh<t|«FJt-wiU'^«»^  ff^^  cl^*  The  Dovill  himfelfedid 
^^^^plfsM^ig^nf^Chcift  qranyof  Ww^yea,  bat  with  (bme 
coiomqffibif.JiM6i^^  judg^  thus  by  looking 

iBt§  ti^owi^lieiM^t  V^f  ^W^  ^  if  multitudes 
QfmJ4^o}fJiq.thf9\jfi,  c^uUrRptb  bupajeirhwts  would  be 
«Mw,«f4fe*Wi«%»cpi;4io9yotQ^^^  But&ppofeit 
%7^  iO&irflim^  tsepj)  that  th^y  tfafugb  comjption  thould 
ii^|fichw<ff|ui^  ypt  doe  thev  iay  anything 

tirafitfMw*WfiiW  notaccor- 

jtoChrift?  If  they  doenot,  thenth^uihouldeft  encourage 
I  ifat  which  kiCoodiWd  i^  ^whichis  evillleayeit  to  the  com- 
jmmiSGfCbia^a^^  inftmftion  hdpe 
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itjleave it  I  (ay  till  then.  Jt  is  worfe  to  envie  at  multitudes  now 
then  it  was  for  the  Jews  to  envie  Pdml  for  multitudes  foUo wing 
him,for  they  thought  they  could  contradiA  him  in  what  he  faid, 
jgid  therefore  for  multitudes  to  follow  fuch  as  fliould  preach 
falfedoftrine  (as  they  thought  Paul  did)  they  had  (bmeco- 
leur  tocontradiftit,andtoenvieatthe  multitudes  following  of 
him.  But  here  it^  i«  nothing  clfe  in  the  World  but  mecrly  oi- 
caufe  multitudes  come  to  heare  the  word/or  though  men  preach 
firft  in  comers  privately^  where  they  have  but  a  few  auditors, 
they  will  cry  out  of  that,well,if  they  preach  publikely,  and  mul- 
titudes come  to  hear  them,then  they  cry  out  of  that  too.  Nothing 
atallwillpleaie  them,  nothing  canpleafe  envious  and  malici- 
ous fpirits.  If  we  keepe  our  fclves  retyred,  that  hath  exceptions 
enough^andthenifwecome  in  a  pubtike  way  they  have  excep- 
tions at  that  too. 

Here  the  grefle  malice  of  Satan  appeareth  ,  becaufe  when 
the  thing  it  felfe  cannot  be  excepted  againft^  he  runs  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  heartland  to  mensinwsird  aymes^and  bringetha^atni- 
ment  of  that  which  he  knows  no  man  can  confute  him  in :  ror 
who  can  fay  that  that  isreither  true  or  falfe  thait  men  haveinward 
ames  of  pride  s  and  vain  glory,  and  £eUe-feeking  in  multitHdes^ 
flocking  after  them? 

Here  is  the  wifdome  of  tfieftrpcnt'too  ,  becaufe  if  they 
jgoe  upon  other objeftions they  maybe  anfwered  by  al  the  world 
that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  they  pretend,  but  put  them  from 
tho{e,and  yon  may  be  (iire  to  have  fuch  ob jeAiok^  as  no  man  can 
anfwer :  Oh  but  j^fay  they)  their  hearts  are  lifted  up  and  tkef 
have  ill  aymes  and  ill  intentions.    "Who  can  anfwer  this  obj  e- 
Aion?  no  body  can  confute  this.  Nayfiippofewe  profefle  he-: 
fbrethcLordandChriftUs  wedefire  to  fhmd  before  him,  and 
anfwer  it  at  that  day  what  our  aims  are,  this  will  not  fiive  the 
tutne.   Why  then  (hiy  brethren)  if  men  will  dioofe  fiich  afi 
argument  ascannotpomly  come  fo  be  ahfwered  before  the 
comming  of  Chnft,and  Co  make  a  ftufhUing-bloclr^^  ^ere  is  no 
helpe  but  men  riiaft  ftumble  arid  fall>  and  nuiny  doe  fhiitlbl^and' 
fiU.andbreake  their  necks.   '       •»*  1^^./'':^. 

Yi^wtiictiiX'mt^iom^^JHfii  Saints 

re/oyce  inthis/that  multitudes  comc^n  tbitttcmintftetydf.tfie 
•    ,  •     .-         ■      .     •  word 
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word  and  to  the  ordinances  of  Chrift,  Be  careful!  and  wife  in 
this>andgiTe  no  juft occafion*  ^d  therefore  give  all  due  reQ)eft 
that  poffibly  can  be  to  thofe  you  havethe  moft  relation  onto*. 

This  you  fee  is  the  promife  that  there  (haU  come  in  fuch 
ainltitudes  to  the  Church.  But  marke  then  Itkovf  the  piomife 
lunnes; 

)•   Afthe'fimdofthtfiii.  :    ^      . 

JMbin  E^d  makes  all  ^mufion  kpvA  hence,  as  the  Tand  (faith 
he)  keeps  the  waves  of  the  Tea  from  breaking  in>  and  drowning 
the  virorid :  fo  Ifrad,  fb  the^  Saints  keep  the  world  from  bdng 
drowned  by  the  waves  of  Gods  wrath.  I  do  not  fay  that  this  is 
the  inteotioiH  but  (ixrely  the  intention  ofGod  is  mainly  this^to 
f^niie  the  midtitudesthat  (hould  come  in  to  the  Church;  Ondy 
tms  aUnGon  we  may  make  ufe  of,  as  being  a  comiottable  and 
pretty  allu(ion,andit  is  a  truth  that  Ifrael  is  as  thefandof  the  fea^ 
notonely  in  re^cAof  agtultitiudes,  but  as  thefand  to  keep  in  the 
waves  of  Gods  mwA  from  drowning  the  world :  and  Indeed 
were  it  not  for  the  Church  of  God,  the  waves  of  Gods  wrath 
that  are  abriod  would  overflow  all  the  world,  and  tht  world 
would  quickly  be  confounded.  So  faith  he, 

^^^the  wdVfg  rf  GpdiS  Mfff  fetme  as  if  thy  wwld  avir- 
fiaw  ad  the^worUithejJi9Jkmtfi§lfr4cl^  4inith$yre$$nrnc baek^ 
frefentljy  they  retire anaart  hh  atU  then  to  overfiaw  the  werldas 
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AnE9Cf$^n^^ 


The  Fifth  LtUttre^.  ^ 

Ho  s  E  A  I.  the  middle  ohhe  I  a^eife^  andfcioo. 

AfuiiiJiMJl  i0me  t^  fdfff  y  thu  in  tbe^ldCi  vbirt  kwasfsid  $mt0 
iJ9em^7tMriU9tnf^f»ofUy  thireitfiailiefMidmUftbam^  T% 
Ate  thff(M4  0fthe  Uvhig  GcJL 

ThenMUihtchiUircn^ if^dsih  OMdtb^  children  afl^aelhffUhi-^ 
redugetherii&€. 

1|  ^  Ccording  to  the  diTifkjm  of  the  Chipter  ttet  Lm^ 

^  ^    ther  makes  in  his  Comment  upon  this  Propfi^t^ 

f  2    we  ett  alretcfy^  in  tkefeeond  Chapter  1  fo<^he 

i  \   makes  the  ftfeond  to  begki  at  this  t^nth  vetfi?. 

(  7    FromttNlttotbeend,  weharvetbe  fmmift  of 

mercietolfiaelthfftwttsitocome,  an^b^ft*  to 
Ifraeland  Judah  together.  Some  part  of  <3ods  piom^of  mef^ 
cieto  Ilratf  \<tefini!hedi*eraft  ifety^  rww  weare  wpre>twd.iSfiwi 

Inth^ftme.l^ 
This  according  to  fbme  hath  reference  to  the  yery  land  ^jfiCa* 
naan  it  feife,  that  God  will  have  a  very  dorious  (Church  there,- 
fpecially  in  Jerufalem  before  the  end  or  the  world  come,  and 
many  Prophefiesfeeme  to  enclme  that  way,  as  Zach.i  %.6.1erM^ 
falcmJhaUbe  inh^bitedagaine^enin  lerufaUm.  Thiscanilot  be 
mea»t*ottel)Lof  their  returne^iitot  Captivity  that  was  in  CfrMv ; 
his  time,  for  the  Text  faith,  In  thut  dsy  the  feeble  among  themJboB 
bia^David^andthehonfe  of  David  fiall  be  as  the  Angel  of  Gody 
M^(!od  wUl  foure  upon  them  the  jpsrit  of  grace  andfupflicatieny. 
^M$Hej  JhaH  look^ upon  him  wh^m  thfif  have  pierced y  and  the  like. 
It  ihsllbe  in  that  day  when  Jcruralem  (hall  be  inhabited,  even  m 
Jerufalem.  The  reiurne  of  their  Captivity  at  firft  was  not  fa 
&oritjro,^aT  was  nut  fuch  a  glorious  fpirit  nut  upon  them  then; 
lorifyoureadetheftoryofit,  yon  (hall  findethat  even  all  that 
while  they  were  in  a  contemptible  condition  before  the  Nations 
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$b0mtbim*  BiitGod'%Cibtkci««ndinodierp]«cesofa^ri- 
ous  retutae  of tb^eir  Q^^Titjr  y  tod  coffimifig  into  iMr  ewitc 

Tlic  JewshATtaenflbciony  [Mm^uorfim  kath  it  iii  his  J^m4^ 
gagfMfitkM)  TJun^oicttatiiiic  that  all  tlie  Jews  where  ever 
thqr  4ir«  fluiU  eotnetfarMghifcfAfiafy  larjc^^  rife  again  at  Jero^ 
£ikn;an4  therefore  ibme  ^them  witen they  think  they  have  not 
loi^  tiine  to  liv^>they  will  ieUaU  their  pofll^onsj  and  goe  and 
live  neese  Jetiifaleni,at  leaft  to  pti^em  the  trouble  of  comming 
tbra^thofe  Mifitm  tarr^  that  tbxsf  f^tteak  of.  Thus  they  are  de- 
luded lAtheif  cofioeits. 

But  y  ft  fnore;gcQecaUy»  tm  thstfimx. 

Whereas  thej^ace  of  my  people  was  coiifined  into  a  Uttle  & 
jain^w  r0ome9h€rea^er  it  ImU  be  iniaiged^nd  even  asnong  the 
Gentiktthatjn^albennKletherpiritualilirael^wherel  was  not 
Jknownejamon^  the  Heathen,  even  there  (hall  I  come  to  be 
JknoW^tfld  IjQwUhayea people  thtre,  and  notondy  people^but 
foiiSs  tltt  fc^B  of  the  living  God,  and  that  {q  apparentlv,-tha^  it 
ihaU  be  ftidunto  thcm^Tr  ^r  «fcr /a»x  aftbe  living  Cod. 
Th«sS«intP^^^flrfeeB»toHitfiipret|hif  place,  in  the  i  Pet.2AO. 
ibeaJdogof  tiheQuatiks  whoa  God  wouldhave  a  pec^te  ^mong 
fWvil^bldbke  ApA]Cyfridfh  in  turns  f^ft  vna  mt  4  ficflty  tut 
¥irf^^mfhfr9pUSf  iSad.  JGenerallylnterpceters  doe  coixlude 
;fhAl;the  A|M3ftkh]|irtfia:encetothisverypUc  And  fb 

Wci9ty  bnttii^cini^onthisinteEpretation  howfoevo*,  that  it  is 
ite«terttiojSx)fthe  Spirit  ofGodjthatGcd  would  call  home  the 
^jCimlestohimleHv>^odip  tbiy  that  were  no  people  fliouldbe- 
jsofX)el^9peopie,hi££uds  :  it  mould  be  faid  in  that  place  whcie 
ibelmeitwas&id  that  they  kfffn^  him  moty  that  now  they  are 
hiffans^  Yea  the  Heathen  iludl  be  broi^in,  io  n  thev  fhalL 
iDttomiociti,  of  the  vani^  ofthetr  Iddatiy.  Weeworinipped 
dead  (locks ;  our  godaweis  dead  ftonesand  fto^ks  that  we  weie 
vbflds  onto  y  butnow  we  ieea^peo^  t^  is^Qine  in  to  the  pro- 
fi^OQof  dhts  jChriftiaoKeligion,  dhfy  wocihipthe  livif^  God, 
their.Godistfaetruev  od,  certainly  heve  are  the  ions  of  the  li- 
vingiCnd.!  Xhis  is  the  ^ope  cf  theholy  Gho0«. 

Foriotddecyations. 
\  u  Jt^acojDataiiabkjdfii^  t0jeon&letthat  in  thole placa 
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where  God  hath  not  biii known  and  wor(hipped,that  afterwtrd 
in  t  hofe  placcSjGod  fliould  be  known  and  worftiippcd. 

That  fuch  nations,(iich  CountreysandTownes  that  have  lived 
indarkencflc,  and  idolatry,  fliould  now  have  the  knowledgcef 
the  true  God,  that  the  tnie  God  fliould  come  to  be  worftiipped 
amongft  them^thisls  a  bleffed  thing.  England  was  once  one  ot 
the  mod  barbarousNationsin  the  worldjand  in  that  place  where 
it  was  kidyoH  arc  not  mj  ftcfU^  where  there  was  nothing  but  a 
company oKavagebarbarouscreaturesthat  worfliipped the  Di« 
veil ;  how  in  this  place>in  England  is  it  fkidy  even  by  the  nations 
round  about  })&^fnrely  thej  are  thefonnes  ^  the  living  G4d  1  And 
{b  many  timA  in  darke  corners  in  the  Counttey  where  the^  ne- 
ver had  AeknowledgB  oflefus  Chrift,but  were  nuzled  up  inTPo- 
pciy  and  in  all  kind  of  fuperftitious  vanity^God  i%  pleaiea  to  fend 
fome  faithfull  Minifter  to  carry  the  lightof  the  Knowledge  of 
Chrift  unto  them^and  efficacioufly  to  work  faith  in  their  hearts, 
and  no w,oh  what  an  alteration  is  there  in  that  towneltbehke  of 
a  family.  It  may  be  iaid  of  many  a  houfe  and  family^  in  which 
nothing  but  blafphemy  ,and  atheiime,  and  fcom  of  Religion,  and 
unckanefle,  and  all  manne^of  wickolnefle  hath  beenjtiow  it  is  % 
family  filled  with  the  (ervants  and  fennes  of  the  livit^God.  As 
it  is  a  grievous  thing  to  think  ofa  place  wherein  God  hath  been 
truly  wor fliipped^  that  afterward  the  Divel  fliould  come  to  be 
ferved  there,{o  it  is  a  comfortable  thing  to  think  of  other  places 
virherein  the  Divill  hath  been  ferved,  that  God  is  nowtniely 
worftiipped  there.  Some  (lories  report  of  the  Turkts  hsving 
-poiS^flion  of  th^  Temple  atlemralem,there  where  was  tkcAilc^ 
jand  the  Cherubins,and  the  Sicraphims>tfaere  now  ^Tygres,an4 
Beares,and  favage  creatures ;  Bat  on  the  other  (ide  to  confider 
thiat  in  places  where  there  have  been  none  but  Tyg^es>and  Bears 
and  ravage  creatures,they  fliould  now  be  filled  with  Chembins 
and  Scrapfaaras ;  this  isacomfortablething. 
Secomly,  ItJbaUbefMidthej  art  thef$nnes  §fthe  living  GoJL 
It  JhaU  be  faid  fo.  God  hath  a  time  to  convince  the  world  of 
the  excellency  of  his  Saints.  They  (hall  not  oncly^r  the  fennes 
of  the  living  God,  but  it  (hidl  come  to  pafle  that  it  ftiall  be  faid 
they  arethelbnnesof  the  living  God:  all  about  them  (hall  ^fiicb 
ahuxe  of  the  glory  ofGod  flunii^  upon  them,  that  they  fliallall 

fay 
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fay.  Verily  whatfoever  other  people  have  faid  heretofore, whatfc- 
cvdr  the  thoughts  ofmenhaTcbeencthcfc  are  not  ondy  the  fer- 
vants,  biit  the  (bnncs  of  the  living  God.  Wc  have  an  excellent 
prophcfieof  this  jn  Zatfhar.  12,5%  Theg&vernoHrs  tf  JndablhdB 
fay  in  their  heart^The  inhMtants  pfierHf^UmJhdi  be  myflrength 
in  the  Lordefhofis  their  God.  •  Not  oncly  the  people  (hall  be  con- 
viticed  of  this,  but  the  governors  of  Judah,  they  fhall  fay  in  their 
hearts,our  ftreneth  is  in  the  inhabitants  of  Itrufalem,  in  the  Lord 
ofHofts  their  God.  Howfoever  they  were  heretofore  fcandali- 
zed,aBfeditioiU,  and  fadious,  and  as  enemies  of  the  Statb,  yet 
now  the .  Govcmburs  of  Judah  (hall  acknowledge  that  their 
ftrength  is  in  them,  and  in  the  Lord  their  God,  that  this  Lord  of 
Hoft s  is  their  God.That  time  will  be  a  bleffed  time  when  the  Go- 
vernors of  Judah  (hall  come  to  be  convinced  of  this ;  when  God 
ihaU  (b  manifeft  the  excellencies  of  his  Saints,  as  that  both  great 
atid  (mall  ihall  iconfefle  them  to  be  the  (bnnesof the  living  God. 
It  is  promifci  to  the  Church  of  Philadelphia^  Revel,  3 .9 .  that  the 
Lord  would  make  them  that  hidthej  were  lewes,  and  were  not,  . 
and  faid  they  were  the  Church  and  were  not,  but  were  of  the  S)-  •  ^  j^^^*^^ 
me  ofSataHy  to  cotneandbow  before  their feete^  and  to  know  \  ^^  Sain& 
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(faith  he)  that  1  have  loved  them.  Thtre  is  a  time  that  ungodly 
men  fliall  be  forced  to  know  that  God  doth  love  his  people. 

And  (Hie  thing  amongft  the  reft  that  will  much  convince  the 
men  of  the  world  of  the  excellency  of  the  Saints,  will  be  the 
beauty  o(  Gods  ordinupces  that  (hall  be  fet  up  amongft  them,  that 
fhall  even  di^zel  the  eyes  of  the  beholders.  For  this  you  have  an 
excellent  promifc,  E^k:  37- *8.  The  heathen  JhaB  k^ow  thatl 
the  Lord  do  fanElifie  IfraeL  How  (hall  they  know  it  ?  When  mj 
foHdnarj  JhaU  be  in  the  middeft  of  them  for  evermore,  then  they 
{hall  knaw  that  I  the  Lord  do  fandifie  Kirad,  when  the  b;^uty  of 
my  ordinances  ihall  appeare  in  them  jthen  they  (hall  know  it. 

And  if  God  be  not  ondy  (atisfied  in  doing  good  to  his  people, 
but  he  will  have  the  world  know  it,  and  be  convinced  of  it ;  Let 
the  people  of  God  then  not  be  fati$fied  ondy  in  havingtheir 
hearts  upoifGod,but  let  the  world  know  that  they  love  God  too. 
You  muft  do  that  that  may  make  it  appieare  to  all  the  world,  that 
you  are  the  children  of  the  living  Lod.  Let  iottr  light  Co  fhino 
forth  before  men^that  they  feeing  jpurgood  works  majglotifiejonr 
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Father  which  is  in  haven.  It  is  one  thii^  to  ^  a  thingthat  may 
befecnr^nd  anothq:  thing  to  do  athjngthatit  may  befcen.  And 
yetGod^speoplcrmAy  do  both^  not  do  good  OHefy  that  may  be 
{eene,but(ifth€ykeq>cftilithc  glory  oroodibovciii  their  tye, 
as  the  hifheft  aime)  they  may  ddlre  and  be  wOlir^  teo  that  it 
maybcteenetothepraiieofGod.  But  this  I  conftf&re^uireth 
(bme  ftrength  of  grace  to  do  it,  and  yet  to  keep  the  heart  upright. 
TheexccUenq^  of  giace  dothcon/ift  notin  caftiogoftheoutward 
comforts  of  the  wcMrld^  but  to  know  how  to  en/ oy  them,  and  to 
over-^nilethem  unto  God :  {bthe  ftrength  of  grace  doth  confift^ 
not  in  forbearingof  fuch  adions  as  are  taken  notice  ofby  mentor 
not  to  dare  to  aime  at  the  pobUftimgof  thole  things  that  have  ex- 
c.ellency  in  them;  but  the  ttrength  of  grace  confifts  ia  this,  in  ha- 
ving the  heart  enabled  to  do this^andy et  to  kcc])  it  under  too^d 
to  keep  God  above  in  hisright  place. 
Thirdly,  ItJhaUbefaidthey  arefeHnes^c^^.  . 
It  is  i^eatblefling  unto  Gods  children  that  they  fiuUbeac* 
counted  (b  before  others. 

Not  cmely  that  thq^Hiall  be  fo^but  that  they  (hall  be  accoun- 
ted fo.  BUffed  are  the  feace^makfrs  for  they  Jballhecalkd  the 
children  of  Ged.  Thisisa  bleflingnot  ondytobeGodschildrcnp 
but  to  be  aalled  Gods  children.  We  muft  accauat  it  (b^and  there-* 
fore  we  mull  walk  fo  as  mayconvince  all  with  whom  wc  do  oon- 
verle  that  we  are  the  children  of  God ;  and  no^  thinke  this  iufficir 
cf)t,  welUet  me  aj)prove  my  heart  to  God ;  and  then  whatxieed 
J  care  what  all  the  World  thinkes  of  me«  C ^od  doth  promiie  k 
as  ableAing  to  have  \m  peopj^  ^}M  the  children  of  God ,  then 
this  muft  y)ot  be  Diighted.  You  (hall  finds  it  often  in  die  Gd(pell 
that  Chrift  made  agreat  bufineflcof  this  to  make  it  manifcrft  to 
the  world  that  he  was  fent  of  God,he  would  have  them  to  know 
that  his  Father  fent  him,  and  that  he  came  from  him :  So  the 
people  ofGpdfliould  count  it  a  blelliRg,  and  walke  To  as  they 
may  obtain  fuch  a  bleiSag  that  the  workl  may  know  tft^.  xhcy 
are  of  God. 

Further.  In  the  place  where  it  was  faU  unte  ebem,  Te  are  not 
my  fe&fUjthere  itjbailhefaidunte  them .  Te  are  the  finnes  efthc 
living  Ged. 
Marke^  It  i$  not  faid  thus,  that  in  the  place  where  it  was  faid 
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thejareft^tmyfeofle^  it  (hallbefaidtothcm^ifiie/  are  my  feooU. 
No jbut  further,  itftiall  befvcl  thrfarefonmsy  txA  fonnes  •fthe 
Ihipfg  God  I  thisgocth  beyond  being  hisfcofU.  Hence  then  the 
Obfenrationis,  That 

The  grace  of  God  under  the  Go(pdl,  it  is  more  full,  and  large, 
and  glorious,  then  the  ^ace  of  God  under  the  Ltw. 

For  this  is  fjx)ke  of  the  eftate  ef  the  Church  under  the  Gofpellj 
T^ey  were  Gods  people  indeed  under  the  Law,  but  the  fonnes  of 
the  living  God,  this  is  refervedforthetim«  under  the  Gofpell. 
Sometime  they  undcrthc  Law  arc  called  by  the  nameof /*wr/; 
but  iMppeareth  by  this  Text  that  in  comparilbn  of  that  ^oriousr 
fon-HiU)  that  they  (hall  have  uuder  the  times  of  the  Gofpell,  that 
they  irffotmer  times  were  rather  fervants  then  fonnes.  There  i% 
very  little  of  our  adoption  in  Chrift  revealed  m  the  OldTefta- 
ment,no>that  was  refcrved  for  the  Sonne  of  God  to  reveale ,  for 
him  that  came  out  of  the  bofome  of  the  Father ,  and  brought  the 
treafiiresofhis  Fathers  counfell  to  theworld^the  revel«i©n  of 
thefethings  were  relervedto  the  time  of  his  commiiig,botha- 
doption  and  etemaU  life  was  very  little  made  known  in  the  time 
of  the  law,therefore  Saint  F«iir/  kkh^thattifi  Md  immorfolkj 
Wire  brought  to  light  throtigh  the  gofpell.  l  Tim.  ^  •  i  o. 

2.  iftfxFip^i^Becauieintketime  of  the  Geipell,  the  fpiritsof 
the  Saints  areoffon-likedifpotitions  ,they  are  Ingenuous,  not 
mercenarie.  In  the  time  of  the  Law  God  carried  on  his 
people  in  oftrine  rewards ,  tfptcislly  in  outward  thii^s: 
bdtjti  (he  time  of  the  Gq^U  we  have  no  foch  rewards  in 
outwards,  'but  the  Scripture  fpeakes  of  affliAions  m(^,there 
is  not  fpoken  fo  much  of  afHiaioos  in  the  time  of  tht  Law, 
but  much  outward  jmfperity  there  wasthen:  but  in  the  time  of 
the  Gci(pe&  more  atfli^ienibecaufe^the  difpofmons  of  the  hearts 
ofpeoplefhouldnotbeib  mercenary  as  they  were  before,  they 
ihoiild  be  an  ii^enpous,  a  willii^  people  in  the  day  of  Cbrills 
power. 

3 .  Soitnes^  Becaufe  of  the  fonne-like  aflfcftion  to  bee  much  for 
GodtheirFatherout  ofa  naturall5©p>»,  that  they  fliould  haite 
more  then  irfthe  times  of  the  Law,  I  fuppofe  fome  of  you  have 
heard  of  the  ftory  ofCr^fui  his  fofine,  though  he  wis  dumb  all 
his  dayes ,  when  he  perceived  a  ibuldier  flriking  his  father,  his 
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affedion  brake  th^  barresofhisipecchyandhe  ctyed  oat  to  the 
Souldier  to  fpare  his  father.  ThisislheaflFeftionofafeniie,  and 
thefe  af&Aions  doth  Cod  looke  For  from  hischildrenjeQ^eciall/ 
in  thetimeof  thcGolpcUj  that  they  (hould  hetre  no  wroqg  done 
tohim,botthot^hthey  todd  never  (peafte  in  their  ewn^cawfe, 
yec  they  (houU  be  fare  to  fpeake  in  their  Fathers  caofc. 

4.  Sonnesy  BecaufetheyhavenotfiKhafpiritofretvik'ty  up-, 
.on  them  as  they  had  in  the  time  of  the  Law.  Chrift  is  come  to 
redeemeusthat  me  might firv^  the  L^rdmho/inejfe  and  rightt^ 
oufneffe  before  him  vnthef^feare^^thedayes  efeur  life^  to  take  a- 
way  the  fpiritoffeare:  Hence  the  ApdUcfiith,  fVe  havenof  re- 
ceived theffirit  effe^re  tm  efte^e^nd  ofafeHndmindeJixA  Het. 
2..  I  J.  Chrifiucofne  to  redeem  thcfe  who  threueh  feare  o^ death 
were  aS  their  lifetime  futje&  to  hf$d4ge.  The  ^iritof  afonneis 
not  the  fpirit  of  feare;  fVe  have  wt  received  the  jpir  it  of  hmda^r  to 
fsare  awMnjftu  the^irit  of  adoption  whereby  we  cry  Abba  Father. 
It  is  unoefceming  the  children  of  God,elpecially  in  the  time  of 
the  Gofpel,  to  lie  of  fuch  fervil^  ipirits  as  to  ie»e  _e veiy  little 
danger,  to  be  diilraded  with  feare^xind  pre(cntly  to  be  amazed. 
Hath  not  God  revealed  Utx^iclfe  to  us  as  a  Father  to  his  children 
that  we  vpoj^,  ^ot  f<»re?  .He  would  not  havens  fear^himfelfe, 
notwithafervilefeare  asmrn  doe,and  therefore  iii^ly  not  to 
fcare  men  be  they  what  they  will  be.  We  arefons. 

Againe,  Not  onely  fbnnes,for  fo  we  njigjht  fipde  in  Saiptwre, 
where  the  peoplcx)£God.uildcrthe.Uw,  perhaps  ^ije/ometimcs 
called  fo^tut  eider  fonSj  (bits  conrtje  to^yecreSr:  Ic  js^rue^ti^ey  ly^Jt 
btfgre  us^and  £>  in  that  t^fpeA  we  are  not  elder;  but  fomtn  thx, 
arecometoourinberitiuiaf^lhat  is  it  I  meane  tii^t^  we  are  liich 
fons ;,  Not  children  under  tutorage  ^  not  under  Scho^le-mafte^s 
and^oyernours,M  they  w«c  inthetimeuniderjrhe  Law. :  You 
know  what  cpDnpariipn  the  Sfr^ture  makes,of  the  diffefcpce 
betwe^ne  the  Churchin  the  time  of  thaGofpeU,  andtbaH  in^the 
timeof  theLaw.  In  thetimeoftheLawitis  tru5  indeed  they 
wererAi/^^j^jbuthow?  they  were  children  that  were  nnJer  tu- 
tors and  Governottre^thcywetc  not  as  yet  cpmetoyeerfs^  t|!>cy 
•  were  bttt  s|S  young chiidren'that  were  put  out  to  fchook. .  9ot 
I  nowas  tl\c  Apoftle  faith,  Gai.  4. 15.  Chrifi  hath  redeemed m, 
frombeingMnderthrl4W9  that  -we  might  receive  the  adoption  nf 
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frnnesivaaA^^hatwemgbt  receive  it,  fb  that  now  the  ftttc  of 
the  Church  it  is  likcantoa  childe  that  commethto  be  of  agc> 
and  fo  is  freed  from  histutorftand  Govemours,  andcomroeth 
to  his  inhcritancC|/i»  j^rif^as  it  wcre,fo  is  the  ftate  of  the  Church 
now. 

Th^efore  the  Saints  now  arenottobedealt.withall,  asif  ftill 
they  were  in  their  childifli  condition.    Now  how  were  the 
Jews  dealt  wkhallybecaufe  they  were  in  tieir  childi(h  conditi- 
on? Thiis^they  had  outward  exteniall  things  to  gaiiie  them  to 
ftrve  Godjtbey  worihipped  God  much  in  extemall  things :  As 
wedeak  with  children,  we  give  them  apples  ai;d  fine  things  to 
get  them  to  doe  what  we  would  have  them  doe  y  fo  God  dealt 
widitfaem:  And  as  children  when  they  begin  to  leame  they  muft 
have  a^eit  many  gayes  m  their  booke;  lb  God  taught  the  J  e ws 
wi£houtw«rd«etemQnies>  which  afterward  the  Scripture  calls 
^b^g9lynidiinents^{XN>re  things.    Children  you  know  are 
plowed  mncfi  with  gay  tkif^s  9  and  the)r  that  would  bring  in 
Jewifiicereoieiuesjor  ceremonies  of  their  own  tnvention  in  the 
,Church>they  make  account  the  Church  is  in  her  childifli  condi- 
tion ftillj  as  if  gay  things  would  pleale  them»  therefore  they  mufl: 
have  padures  and  Images,and  fuch  things  to  pleafe  people  >  this 
oi^es  the  people  of  God  beneath  t  hemfelves  as  if  they  were  yet 
childreivtnd  were  to  be  pteafed  with  fiich  things  as  theie*  No, 
now  in  the  ftate  of  the  Gofpell  they  are  come  to  the  adoption  of 
fiDones.    And  fb  children  you  know  are  pleafed  as  with  (igbts, 
[fo!with  hearing  of  munqk)  and  pipes>  and  fuch  things  9' ib  izien 
W0uld  bring  fuch  things  ftiU  into  the  Church  in  the  time  of  the 
GoipdJ  ssemember  iMfi^Marpr  in  the  1 07,  ^tuft.  ad  onbodoxcs^ 
in  anfwer  to' that  about  muficallinfiruments,  he  faithtJut  they- 
areikfer  children  apdfbples^as  Organs  andtheUke,  almr^hete- 
fbre^hs  fiycs^they  were  not  in  ufe  in  the  Church.One  of  tiie  ipoft' 
aiKient  writer  we  have  after  the  Apoftles  time,  gives  this  for  a 
commendatioD  of  them.  And  indeed  for  the  childifh  ftate  of 
the  Church  thofe  things  are  fit^  but  now  when  they  are  come  to 
the  adoption  of  fbnnes^othier  (eryiccs  that  ve  mgre  fpirituall,  are 
more  fotable  and  honourable,  as  a  man  that  is  growne  to  bee  a 
man»wboldthinke  himfelfe  wronged  much  to  bee  taught  as  a 
cbilde^to  be  put  off  with  gay  thingsjfo  ftiould  the  people  of  God 
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,under  the  gofpeil  think  it  agreat  wnii^thathathbeeadoneto 
chenijwken  men  have  rou|*fac  to  teach  them  with  gayes  axid  poor 
thines,we  are  not  (tiU  children  but  fo  grown  up  to  the  adopti- 
on of  fonnes  as  to  receive  our  inheritance,  and  therefore  are  to 
have  the  priviledge  of  fuch* 

Againe.  In  tbatfla€f  where  it  wasfdU^ye  are  net  mj  f^^^  it 
JbaShefaid^&c. 

Ifraclthat  wascaik>fffromGod)nowihaUbebm^tinmore 
&lly  then  ever  he  was  before.  Thence  the  obftrKation  is^    . 

When  God  is  plealed  to  be  reconciled  to  a  people^fte  is  as  bl&f 
theirs  as  ever.ye^fometimes  more  fiill;^..  He  comes  rather  with 
more  full  grace  then  ever  formerly  he  did. 

PeopleF(!fore,bat  fons  now.O  what  an  inoooragemenr  isthia 
to  all  apoftatizing  foules  that  have  fallen  of  froniGod  ICome  in^ 
come  inland  be  reconciled  toGod,  andtfaouflialt  DOtonely  &ide 
God  as  good  as  ever  thou  didll^bot  thou  (halt  find  him  nioh  Ut-- 
ter  and  much  f weeter  then  ever  thou  didft  in  all  tKy  life.  It  is 
feldome  we  are  lb.  When  men  fall  out  one  with  anothec^thongh 
poITibly  they  may  be  reconciled,  yetitisfeldome  that  they  ar« 
lb  fully  reconciled,  fo  fully  one  as  they  were  before ;  they  are  but 
as  a  broken  veflel  fbdered  together,that  is  very  weake  intbe  ibder* 
ing  place ;  or  as  garment  s  that  have  beene  rent,  and  are  mended, 
foon  torne  and  quickly  ready  to  fall  in  piecesvin  the  place  where 
they  were  mended  ;It  is  not  fobetween  God  and  a  penitent  foul. 

Again,  fbnnes^net  onely  of  Ged, bat  of  die  living  God.  -  These 
is  much  in  this^  that  the  i^ople  ofGod  under  the  Gcfpel  fhould 
be  called  thefenncs  oft  he  Hving  Ged :  The  life  of  God  is  therioiy 
of  God :  Tie  fwearcth  by  his  life ;  by  this  he  is  (tifkir^ifkcdfrom 
the  heathen  gods,  that  he  is  the  living  God.  Life  is  the  moft  ex- 
cellent thing  in  the  World ;  >l«^fW  therefore  faitl^  that  die  life 
of  a  very  Qy  is  more  excelltnt  t  heti  the  funne  in  the  firmament  : 
and  certainly  it  is  the  ^ory  of  God ,  that  he  is  the  livin|;  God. 
I  And  as  God  is  the  living  God,  fb  he  is  the  objeA  ok  our  faith,  and 
fo  he  is  the  bappines  ofhis  people ;  Tmfi  in  the  living  Ged ;  my 
fenle  fonts  and  thrifts  after  the  living  Gedfi  whenJiaU  1  ceme  ami 
affearc  before  God  \  - 

But  why  is  God  cadied  the  KviiigGodlti  reference  to  hisChurck 
here  ?  That  is  the  thing  we  muft  enqiure  after. 
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This  is  a  treafiire  of  comfort  to  hispedple  that  he  isr  called  the 
living  God  in  reference  to  fail  Church.  God  would  bere^ 
by  declare  to  them  that  aU^that  is  in  him  (hall  be  adhve  for  tbe 
^d  ok  his  Church  for  ever ;  he  will  (hew  himfelfe  not  onely  to 
bcaGod^butalivingGod,  hewill  ikew  allhisattributesjcobc 
Uvir^attribtites  torthe  good  of  his  p»pie.  Did  God  (hew  him- 
itlfeaAivefor  his  people  in  fbrmer  times  ^  much  more  may  his 
Cbitfcfainthetimeof  the  gofpell  expeA  the  Lord  to  manifcft 
himielfetobc  adive  amor^  them.  Thsrefote  we  may  make 
uTe  ef  what  we  reade  of  Gods  adivenes  for  the  gotftt  of  his 
Chuichinfornibr  times^to  pleade  with  God  to  (Kqw  himfvlfe  as 
B&ichaftive  now.  You  (hall  fee  how  the  Church  made  ufe  of 
the  former  adivenes  of  God^  Ifit.  k  i  .p-  ^Iwake,  Aw^kf^  futon 
fhtmgthjO  mme  rfthe  LfirJ,  srpakf  4S  im  the  4Mcienf  ^ys  ^  in  the 
generations  efitlJL  Art  net  theu  it  that  hath  cut  Rahab^nd  jeQUnJU 
edtk  DrMgeu  f  Art  then  net  it  which  hath  dried  the  fea^  the  waters 
ef  the  treat  deefe  t  (frc  ThoU  haft  been  adivc  heretofore  for  thy 
peep&,oli  be  fb  ftill.  If  tlley  mmht  make  ufe  of  former  times, 
mock  more  in  6ur  times  of  the  gofpel  may  we  make  ufe  c^fqrmer 
times,  and  pleade  with  God,  O  Lord  haft  thcu  not  fliewen  thy 
fdfe^orio<is  irt  drferice  of  thy  people,in  helping  thy  feryants  in 
their  great  ftraits,andin  deftroying  thine  enemies?  wilt  riot  thou 
befoCTl^lnthetiines  of  thegofpd^we  may  expeft  more  adive- 
nek  oRjod  then  ever  ho  maniRfted  fmce  the  world  begun  .There- 
fore  whenGod  wouki  fhout  theeftateof theChurchot  the  gofj^el^ 
mark^Ji^M^  he  takes'  that  tlrie  to  •himfelfe.  Re^vel,^.^.  The  4,/^ 
vfi»^rr^«^iip'^j(aient]oned  fli  the  verfcs  before,by  whi0  is  meant 
theitateof  the  Church  under  the  gofpell  J  thty  ^iveg  for j^andho- 
nefer/indthanki  te  him  that  fate  en  the  throne^  whp  Uvethfor  iver^ 
an^ever lesnAytt*  t p^  The2/{.  Elders  jkHdewn  before Htmih^t 
fate  on  the  Throne^  and  worjhiffed  Him  that  livsth  for  ever  and 
rtvr,  and  Chapr5.x4.both  joyiie  togethir^TAr  4Jiving  creatures 
andthe  14.  EldersfeSdown  andworfiiffedhinpthat  Uvethfor  ever 
and  ever,  and  Chap.  1  o.  5 .6\  The  An gell  which  fieodu  fan  the  fea 
andtifen  theearihyl^ieduf  hie  hand  and  fware  b^  Him  thattheth 
for  ever  ande%'er.  ThuS^tlie  attrHtuttof  Gods  life  tS  -made  bfe of 
fortfrcftateof  the  Chiwcfa  mt^^  ge^p^H,  tafhew  howaftlve 
God  will  be  tor  them*  Whence  H^.  1  a. 22^  the  Church  is  ealkd 
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The  Cities  ef  the  living  G<^  t-j  /  . 

Now  then  if  we  exped.that  God  (hoidd  be  a  livingGod  unM 
us;it  becomes  not  us  to  faavef  dead  hearts  in  Ms  (crvice.  If  God  be 
aftivefor  our  good,  let  us  be  adive  tor  his  honour.  A  living  ^d 
a  lively  Chrlftian^  is  i^eautihiU  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  nutn-  Let 
uslabournoti)indlytobeliving9buttobeUvdy,  for  Godandhi^ 
caufe.  Abundance  of  ietvice,  and  good,  may  living  and  lively 
ChrHlians  do  in  the  places  where  theylive^  fpeciallvinthele 
times.  But  oh  what  a  few  are  there^who  are  acftive  and  ftin:ing» 
and  arecarrved  on  by  the  fphit  of  wildome  and  zeale , .  for  God 
and  bis  caute  1  Away  now  with  our  cold  and  detifd  wiihes^  and 
lusldih  dcGres^Iet  usup  and  be  doing,  ind  the  Lord  will  be  with 
us.  The  adverfaries  are  lively,  fb  faith  the  Pfalmift,  mineetiemiss 
4re  lively  and  they  arefirong.  ffn^^i,  ip.  We  may  well  makeup 
ofthatexprcflion  too>  our  enemies  they  are  lively  and flroi^; 
{hall  they  be  more  li vel)f  and  adi  ve  for  the  Divel»  and  for  theic 
\\&s^  then  we  for  the  living  God  ?  A^  God  \s  the  ob  jed  of  ott 
happines  as  he  is  the  living  God,  fo  tve  are  the  c4)}e^  of  G«d8 
delight  as  we  are  living  too.  God  tenet  the  Gedaf  thede^d^  km 
heisthe  Gad  ef  the  living.  .. 

Wc  (hoald  be  lively  tnd  aftive,  for  we  live  upon  the  bread  of 
life,and  driiike  the  water  of  life,  we  have  lively  Oracles,  lively 
cM:dinances,thercfore  life  and  aftivity  is  required  of  us./^«w.  1 2. 
ii.be  fervent  in  ^iritferving  the  Lord,  bc  burning,.  I^ylipgup 
inyourfpirits,  for  youareforvingtfc^Lcordi  theUvingGo^.bJj 
boyling  up  in  your  fpirits ;  dead  fpirits  -become  not  t|ie  fi&rvices 
ofthelivipGod.  '      .   .  .      . 

Grace  Kcalled  the  Divine  nattire^  and  God.(lwe  know)  is  a 
pure  a6l,and  it  is  called  the  very  life  of  God.  It  is  impoflible  then 
butaCKriftian  mud  needs  beadiivc  feeing  his  graceis  the  v^ 
life  of  God  in  him.  .3^ 

By  beitig  lively  and  aftive,  we  (hall  prevent  abundance  of 
temptations  that  otherwise  will  beftU  us ;  adead  luskiflv/pirit  is 
ly  able  to  a  thoufand  temptations :  as  when  the  honey  is  fcalding 
hot  and  boy  ling,the  flies  will  not  come  to  it;  when  it  is  ict  in  the 
window  and  growes  cold,  then  the  flies  come  tait ;  fb  when  the 
fpirits  of  men  ar€  boyling  hot  for  G^d,  Belzebub  the  god  of  flies 
with  his  temptations,comcs  aot  then  upon  them>but  when  their 
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^kittbe^  to  coole^d  grow  Adl  2nd  heavy,  then  calncs  Bd- 
a^t)t:ifa|thencoaiesaU  manner  oftemptatioiiupoii  the  foul.  The 
breath  th^t  comes  from  life  we  know  it  is  warme  breath^  ar- 
tiflc^lbreatb  that  is  cold;tfaebr^th  that  comes  from  the  body 
of  ftman>thitsbot>ut  the  breath  that  comes  fiomapaireoF  Bel- 
Iqwcs  tMat  is  cold  becaufe  is  it  artificial!  breath,  fo  when  menare 
coldinthefervicesof  Gaditis  to  be  feared  that  their  breath  in 
praying  aod  other  duties  it  is  but  artificiail  breath,  it  is  not  the 
breath  of  life^if  it  were  living  it  would  be  warme.  That  was  the 
rea(bn*why6od  would  not  have  anafie  ofiered  hijainthcLaw 
infaaifice^buthisneckemuftbebrokien,  becauie  the  i^isaibll 
creature^God  loves  not  dull  creatures  in  his  fdrvicc^ 

I  reoiember  I  Uve  read  of  a  people  thai  worfliippedthe  funne 
fpr  their  God^theyiacrificed  to  the  fimneaflying  horfe^therea- 
tonwasthis,  becaufe.they  would  offer  to  theiunneibmewhat 
futablcto  it;  they  ^cmoiired  the  fuQ»forthefwiftnesofhii  moti* 
onjandahorfefouknowisafwiftae^ture,  and  therefore fbme* 
what  fiftalple,  efpecially  having  that  eonblem  upon  him  with 
wing;$.They  that  would  honour  the  fuone  as  aOod  for  fwiftnes 
woddnot  o&raihayje,  butaflyjng  horfe;loif  wedohonour 
God  for  {I  livixsg  GikI,  an  adivc  God»  let  us  Hot  ofier  fnayles  to 
him,diAlJiieavy^U|^i{h  fervice9>but  quick  and  lively  fervices. 

That  which  the  Courtiers  of  Nebuchadnezzar  flatteringly  faid 
untohim,that  in  the  name  of  God  fay  I  to  you^Liv^for  everdph^ 
^,^7.*faifh<Phrifttherei  Asthfiiviiiglii^herhathfen^mt^  Mndl 
i/w/tf  bjthftfathir^^^th^teauthmc  eviuhifiallivehj  w^.Chrifk 
wa&  adive^  cxciseding  adive  in  hisw^y,inthe  workehe  was 
•fcnt  aljqut ;  Why  ?  becaufe  the  living  Father  fcnt  him ;  fo  let  us 
coniidcr  tbaf  in  all  ouirferviQesandimployments^  it  is  a  living 
God  that  if^^.^s  about  tfae^^jmd  vifc  ftMiUbeaftivea^Cbtttt 

j  a%;^\Ung  a  little  to  iplasge  this  bec^ecf  the  QeceiUry  of 
iiinregjirdoiFoi;rp)re£enttimeSs  and  giyejB^e  i^afc  todqeitby 
tdlingyoii  what  this  a^iveiies  is  that  I  would  :put  you  upon  in 
tteifetifrecjlii^^     c         .  r  •      ,^   -  .^ 

.Iirlt^iUy  not  tor  .company  ^s  j|ny  gox^caufer  Ai)  ladive 
fpirit  wUl  not  iiaytiU  he  iee  others  to  accof^  butifhe 

mufi  go^tather  then  the  caufe'fhoold  fall  he  willgotlone.  Marke 
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not  difcouraged^if  God  give  thee  an  aftivcfpirit  and  others  will 
not  appeare^  God  calls  tbcf^sUitt  and  he  wUi  bUffetbee. 

Secondly,  when  you  havecompany/ioe  not  lag  behind,  1>at  be 
willing  to  be  formoft  rathe?  th£n  any  <^ufe  of  God  fliould  folfer 
by  your  lagging;  doe  not  (lay  to  have  others  goe  b^ore  y(»u. 
Hence  in  Prw.  50. 31.  amongft  the  comely  goings  ^  many* 
things  thffx^,th€ g&ing  ofthelTe^^at  is  faid  to  be  very  comely ;^hyi 
becaufethehc-goat  ufethto  goe  before  the  fleck.  Thofe  that  out 
of  love  to  thecaufe  of  God  are  willing  (if  they  be  caUed  to  it  J 
to  goe  before  the  flock,  they  goe  comely  in  the  eyes  of  God. 

Thirdly,doe  not  forbeare  the  work  till  all  dimcukies  about  it 
be  firft  over.  That  is  a  flu^fh  fpirit that  will  not  (et  about  the 
worktili  they  can  iee  how  all  the  ditiiculties  about  the  work 
are  or  may4>e  removed.  You  muft  up  aod  be  doing,  be  doing 
prefcntly,  fall  to  the  work,  and  then  When  you^ire  w<^ng> 
wifely  to  prevent  and  avoid  the  difficulties  that  come  in  it;  hs 
thoftaftivelpirits  did  diatwereadeofin  Nehrm.^.  17.  wJlen 
they  were  at  work ,  with  one  of  their  hands  they  wrought,  and 
wkh  the  other  handttvey  hehla  weapcm ;  they"  did  not  flay  the 
building  of  the  wall  of  Jenilklem ,  till  all  their  adver&ries  were 
c][uanied;butprefentlythey(elltoit,  and  with  one  hand  they 
wrought  in  the  work,  and  with  theother  hdd  a  Weapon.  This 
is  an  aftive  fpirit. 

f  Uftber,we  mud  not  be  aftive  in  a  (uidto  mood,  rfndl  upon"  a 
mecrc'flaf>i,and  f<^  gone  ;  but  in  a  cofiftant  folid  way ;  A^ive,yet  ^ 
(olid.  Many  indeed  ape  ftirring  and  aftive  for  the  prtfent,  but  as 
the  flame  of  a  wifpe  of  ftraw  that  makes  a  noife,  and  agreat  ftir 
for  the  prefent,  but  foone  after  there  remayncs  nothing  but 
blackiJeJKd  aflie*,*ut  #fe  miifl:  becohfiderately  a6Kve  ^Therefore 
obfcrye,thcScrijpturp  faiA  ffpeakingpf  the  Saints  ^eciallyirt' 
the  tiihe  of  the  G6(p^l)that  they  are  /i^ely  /ones,  (yon  krioW  the 
place  in  Peter)Whzt  tfionefinA  yet  lively  ? A  ftone  ofall thii^s 
is  ^e  moft  dead  tlung,  and  fo  it  is  ufed  to  ^  out  a  dead  (jpirit  in 
that  ftoiy  of  NataL  when  Abigail  came  to  tell  him  oftne  bu^i- 
.nefleofSW^'theMjxt faith,  'th^t}MheahduJ^tlm'him,  dni 
became  as  afione^  What  is  th^8  bat  to  ftiew,that  thbughivc  mSH 
be  lively  and  lftive,yet  we  mtift  be  fblid,firme,&  fubftantiall  in 
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ikmsallyyet  Kvctmaft  be  a(Sbivc.  There  are  maiiy  tiutc  icnow*iiot 
l»wto.bcJifti>«iiAitllyt  and  thcrefcre.grow  flight  and  vainc.in 
tlieir4t£bmt^ :  andiinariy  dthersftrivtag  tto  be  ioKd  and  iubftanr 
tial^tliey  quickly.!^ w  dull :  many  ttomghaikiiode  of  aifafled 
granrity,  theyiK^d  iwfoarfThbe^aoccmiUsafolidandwife^  wi 
fobeconic  at  Jaft  .dnlJ^  imdheavy^  andof  vetylkdeuleinthe 
Cfaoidi  otOod.Take  faced  of  eiduer^and  labour  to  compoTe  both 
toeether^that  is  acoqpcs^letcK^dito  be  living  &>ne$fbtfare  him. 

Ver.  11.  Them'fMBfhe  children  if  JmM^  and  tic  chiidr^nef 
Ifr^uibegmhendtngaher^  ^r. 

Here  yon^vca  pronufe  ^di  to  Ifrael  and  }udah  togatben 
Gccmwas  the  enmity  betweene  Judah  and  iirad  borctofore. 
They  wotfl&ippedtfae&meGtid^indivccs  manners.One  m^t- 
flrirppedGvdaccDtdingmlusowninllkfltv^  Jndabdid.  And 
Ifrael  wocflupped  the  fiune  God^butaiter  tlicir  own  wayes^  ac- , 
oordingto  tiiar^waiavcTitions^  ibas  siioht  beft  fute  withtheir 
pokiqiie  enda«  l^lxre was  a  great  deale  oFtittemtf&'and  yrx»- 
tionbetweene  theft  two  people,  though  worfliipping  the  fame 
God;a¥Mi^Godhere  makes  itagttatm^ttertbbrang  tlieietWDton 
gethev^hat  they  {Koidd  be  i^Aered  tcx^dthet  m  one*  f  or.  tfasc 
Mere  wehwvetfae^pmmile:  rirft,  tbat:mere  fiiaU  be  an^nnion; 
S^cetndly^  thaOt^bere  flittlli)e  an  xxmm  under  one  liead« 

i^fft;thattliere}{haUi>e«niuuon.Hencetfaenthefi^  obferva* 
tionia^^Ghrstf     .  . '      i . 

The  anmiii'  ^ciktSt  as-feeme  not  much  dtfiemit  ui  iiiatt<m  of 
Religion  >  mifct  doediflb:  is  fometime  exceeding  great  and 
bkterv-  ■  \   ■'  •    "   ■     *•' 

There^fhatt^an  union  bdweencJiaMand  litodfaiihGed; 
•Hef  e  ia'a  imFek^1]ere%'a'WMdeitill  wo^ke'6f  ^^^ 
God  doth  I  fay  make  this  fo  great  a  matter^tt^aobTdrf avfoa  darh 
iJ^rftigfoft^oftheTekdearely^aat  aiahy^ 
as'profeiretliefamefleligfonindreemeitot  todififerau^  and 
yet  do><fiflfer,theireppcftions«re  mdft  bitter  anditccaiidleable, 
and  rcqairtsaimghfty  worketrf  Gedto  brJWg»^lttniin  andrc- 
conciletTieni.    '     *  ..?'•     >.  j    ...... 

!It^eareritwa$^fo1)etweenfcJa<yiandifra^^^  InriHgiye 
yeubutoneTat ibr  it.  2  C*raif it 8;^. The'Pi»{)lhe«id>ABdtcUs 
^    .  S  the 
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the  children  of  IftacU  when  he  cameto  riprovc  thqp  after  the 
(laughter  committed  by  them  upon  the  children  of  Judah,  faith 
he,Tif  havejl^ine  them  in  a  rage  that  reacheth  nf  to  hemcn.  What 
a  rage  was  this?and  yet  thus  the  people  of  Ifracl  were  iiuaged  a- 
gainftthep.opleofjudafa,theiropporitionwasvefybittcr,yea, 
morebitter  were  they  many  times  one  agairtll:another,then  they 
wereagainft  the  heathen,  the  Philillims,  and  AfTyriang,  and 
Egyptians  that  were  round  aboutthem,thcy  were  nothing  fo  bit- 
ter againft  tfc^m  as  they  were  one  againft  another. 

Thus  it  hath  beene,and  (uotill  that  bkffed  time  comethat  here 
is  fpokcn  of  in  the  Text;  thus  it  will  be.  You  know  the  Calvin 
nip  and  Lnther4ns,x\iovi%\i  they  agree  together  againft  Pdfifis 
in  the  maine  fundamental!  things,yet  oh  the  bitterneffe  of  their 
fpirits  one  againft  another  I A  Luther dn  is  fcarce  fo  bitter  againft 
^  a  Pdfifi  as  he  is  againft  a  Calvinift.Lnther  himfelf complaineth, 
jfonfolmhoJiespalamimpnperfiqHHHturn^,  fediti^  Notpnely  open  wiclttd 
Am  hi  qui  futrunt  dulces  Mta  naftri^  qui  a  nobis  dccepe-  mcn  arc  OUr  cncmies,  DUt 
runt  (Uei.huim  EuMgeUi ,  fiiml  infenfilJim  hofies  Mfiyi    cvcn  our  friends,  &  thofc 

fcfequentesnosaceirme.,  ^        that  at  firft  received  the 

j  doftrinc  of  the  Gofpel  from  us ;  even  they  per  fccute  us  moft  bit- 
terly.  And  ho  complaineth  in  particular  qt  Zninglim  ;,:Zmn^ 
I  glim  (faithhe)  heaccufeth  me  of  an^  wickednclfc,  of  any  au- 
NihUeftfceletwnautcrudentatis^  cufusmenon  rium^  elty ,  fo  that  the  Papifts 
dgdt^adeo ut^ec pMpitdme fie  Ucti'tftt  hoftes  fntl^  *r...docnot  tearcmc  lomuch 
/£i4ww*w^i.  Ep^Mich,Stifclinum.  as  thefc  my  fri(ends«  A- 

Inftnfiw  miii  ifi  qn$m  uia  UMi»ut  fuerlnl  ^mi(k  ,gWi,fpiiki^.af  Or*A»- 
Luthcr.cp.adSpalaunum.  /4^'/c/,Hbis  more  deadly; 

againft.  me,  more  fet  againft  me  then  ever  any  of  mine  enemks 
Were-  Even  hClthat.^oddid^fe  together  wi^hZr^/A^^  for  great 
ends  and  patpofcs  fprthc  fartherawc  of  thpGofp^l^yef  fi*ch>tt-- 
teme(fcwa$.betw5een^em.  r  ;.».  »    :*  ^  /  ' 

And  hath  it  not  been  fo  amoi^  us?Tjiofe  that  are  Proteftants 
andfcchasarc  nicfc-named  Puritans,  though  , they  doe  agree 
in  all  the  fundamcntall  points  againft  pppery,  y  ?t  becaofe  there 
is  ibme  dtfSmnce  in  i^a^ter  of  cu(fbipUne;  and  ,ceremon^j5 , .  Qh 
what  bitternefleof  fpirit  is  there?  and  it  is  fa  iftuch  ^^  i9ore/u> 
feUintbofcWfo%?l>fi/»i<4Te»thi^  difciplineani  ceremonies 
are  but  indi&rcnt  tJupg^i  they  thcmfclvts  are  Ipcciaily  to  be 
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blamed  for  bktcrudfcon  their  fide,becai4fc  the  confeience  of  the 
other  is  bound  up  and  cannot  yeeld^yea,  not  onely  fuchas  dpe 
conrendagainft  popifli  diicipliiie ,  but  inch  as  doegpe  ^  further 
degree 'mretbrrngtionefdircipliiie  it  felfe,yet  becaufe  they  are 
dilbing  in  ibme  few  paiticulars^  ok  the  bittemefle  of  fpirit  that 
is  many  dines  even  among  themr  i 

Thefe  are  tiniest  that  call  all  the  people  ofGod  to  fee  what  they 
an  agree  in^  and  in  that  to  joyne  againO:  the  common  adverfa- 
jy^d  not  to  teare  one  another  by  ai(fentions,  God  may  joftly 
give  up  over  to  our  adverlariesjif  wc  agree  not  among  our  fcl  ves , 
&  they  may  ^haine  us  togetberit^erhaps  a  pdfon  ^nay  make  us  9,- 
grecasit  wasfiiidof£i^  andH^^j^rr, though  it^ii/^  ftood  much 
tgainft  Hc9f€r  in  point  ok  ceremomes  ^  and  they  could  notagree, 
yet  wbenthey  carae  to  prifoB  they  did  well  enough  there.  The 
JLord  deliver  us  from  that  medicine  of  oiir  diflentionSj  that  we  be 
not  made  fb  to  agree  *Yea  that  we  be  not  fodered  together  by  our 
ownblood. 

Secondly^  Godhathatime  ta  gather  Judah and  Ifrael  both 
together^that  jsyto  bring  peace  to  his  Church :  God  hath  a  time 
togatlier  all  his  Churches  together  in  a  way  of  peace,  that  there 
fludlbeatiumYerfall  peace  amon^  his  churches.  .  . 

Voc  though  it  is  true  it  be  meant  here  of  Judah  and  Ifrael  lit-* 
terally  ,y  et  Iftael  and  Judah  is  to  fet  out  to  us  all  the  Churches  of 
God  that  (hairbe  afterwards  among  the  Gentiles:  and  as  God 
wiU  filJfiU  this  ScriptureT  litteraUyj  fo  hee  will  fulfill  it 
inthefpintualifenie^  to  bring  Judah  and  Ifrael,  thatis^  all  the 
ChaichesoTGod  to  be'under  one  hei^d* 

tnvie Bfhrdim.  Ephraim  envied  }udah,becaufe  Judah  challen- 
ged to  himfelfthe  true  worfliip  of  God,  and  Judah  on  the  other 
fideen^ed  Ephnu»,becaufc  he  was  the  greatcft,  there  was  vex^ 
ir^fpirits  one  againft  another :  this  (hall  not  alwayes  be,  iaith 
<^od,  but  thi  el$vie^ Sfhraim/bAlldifdrty  I  will  take  away  this 
envious,this vexatious  fpirit.  Thofttwoftavestho  holy#Gholl 

^h^ndsy  they  ware  both  >rtfi^ii,  but  God  hathatimeto^^wr^ 

fhcm  t^^h^.aj^ifle,.  and.fot^that  markethat  excellent  pre-! 

pim:iein  -f  *^<^ 37*  16^1 7^22,24.  There youiha^finde fully  fet 
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ftickstog«ther  agsrin^  Samaf  man  f  6ioh  thcTexi;  there)  titkfiim 

hkcomfmions- , anebhiHtakf-aM^trfiickfj OHdmcit^mfm ic,  fm 
Ibffph  thrJH^  cfStfkraim  md  fiv  aO'^^mp  (f  j^ailhis  com' 
f  anions  j  and  joy ne  them  one  to  dimhnf  inPo<owtfiirkfyam^thej>fb^ 
become  one  m  th)  handrAridith&ivon.i^Jiliis  iis  tmerpretied  o^ohe 
iiniofrof  tftem,  Bek^lwUlud^the  fiiekiofloftfh-whichisimtke 
tuni  ofEj^hpaim  >  and  mH  fue  dwm  roitk  the  flickf  of  hMb^ 
and  make  ^hem  one  pckg ,  and  tkej  {bolt  ko  one  in.  mine 
hand :  aiTei  ver.  ir.  t  wHt^  make  tJiem  one  naeio0  in:  the  land 
Hpbnthe  mtnmtaim  oflfimtyOndone  Kin^paBbeKing  to^aKthemn 
Andin  tfie  24.  ver^  rfiaic  King»iVfttiitobe  Di«'i^wkichvwefliail 
aftti:  vvard  ffw?  w  more  foU  v  whm  wefliul^omeio  fcewtfcii  head 
that  they  (hafl  beittidier.  Now  thtfii  God^hatii  never  yet  fidfilUd 
that  tiie  tfn. Tribes  tv^  le^dah^id  XionJAnrinShoiM  oook  toge* 
ther  and  befet  in  one  ftick,he  hath  never  fet  together  the  ft«ft  of 
bands  tftat  Was  broken,  widjrtt?  this  muft  be  done,  aixtitia^the 
great^breffimljgof'GbduppiTfeis  Churches,  the  bringing  abomrf 
tm  unioncGHewk  h  another.  M^^  ttat  Text  for  this  parpoib, 
/fr.33.  God  havine  proniifel:  there  in  the  lo.'zwr.thatmtiie 
tetter diayes  he  would  ^i^g  Ifktaloand  Ifrael  tooethenj  andlmild 
thAn  Ofsal^'f^fi* :  th^^n^in^bif  1 4^  vor.  Meio£d  the  day et-  come,  faipk 
the  I^d^tBaUmOferforrhetbegoodtM  ha^efyomfed 

to  the  children  ofPfrad*^  andto  the  h'ooife  of  Jndah.  What  is*t  hflt 
goedthing'thiLtCyoA  hadproBiiredtothehoaiesoflftnel  andj  u* 
dah  ?  That  good  tHng,( myi)retbren>isithe'biHldingfh€m4ipt©«- 
gtther  a^  thty  wercat  fiift;  that  is  the  goodthing>  Bohotdhoie 
good  andfleafant  a  thing  ie  is  for  brethren  to^dtoeilfgetber  in  fom^ 
tytltiekkgthe  frefious  ointment  ufonthe  kead^hae  mndotettetp^ 
on  thebtytrdyeven  Aarops  beaerdythatwenPdemtt^tothe  skjfis  of  hie 
garments\af  the-dew  ofBermcn^aYfdM  tb^derm  thatdjtftendedetfmn 
the  meuntaines  ef2fionyfortheretheLot^eeofomandid^theblejlfhg^ 
even  li/^ for  evermerOi  jP/i/.l  }>  In-tfieChur^hesof  God  where 
theffe  is  thfsf  eaccand  iinionitIlereisbklSdg,therirj«Go*o«^ 
^^"^*^?^^^i^a^fca^J5>  bleflmfe^oftHaeth  p»wiffftlly,  co»- 
Churches  methefficaciouftyjand  blefling  6rafe>  «n*life  |ori  evermore.  O 
proraifcd,  |  who  Would  not  tfcen  love  uniwi'iand  pMoft  BUhe  Churohes  t 
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there  be  on^ Lerd a^his  nmwonc.  The  Churches-noWjthey  hav« 
oneLOT^^K^dtacfa'-owledge  God'  aiidChrift  tobe  their  tprd, 
ycftbwrift-tervtfartrh  net  odtMoie^tllough  they  all  pretend  to 
CBrrift,arHtfcit  t*cy  wiB  howoitt  Cferiftjand  fet  up  eteift,y€t:tfti& 
ofKf  Eord ^1^  many  mm«9.  But  Kepe  it  is  ptx>p)ie(iecl  tli«t  there 
Outf  bebiitf^  £erd^d  hU  mime  (kail  be  but  ^wr  fiffkher.  Aud 
Jf!i^p4^  ^.jK  Tiiif^  )MiSP  I  tmrm  tea  »eofi$  of  a  pure  lieiegUMge  thap 
thijmaj  dll  call  ufon  the  name  of  the  Lord  atea  fit*^e  him  with  one 
ee/tfint.  Tfc? word  ill  tb«  original!  is,  oneJhoHt^r ;  «lLthe  peof>le 
^6b^(hflifi  have  but  one  (heuiitr  that  they  fhal  fet  to  the  fervice 
of  Gock  O  t  leflect  time  when  they  (halt  co^Tie  fi>  to  be  united 
s»to  kave  butone  fhoutdep  \  And  f  begceater  will  this  bleffing  be 
of  ^wMi8andKi*aQl»gatherit)g  togerhep^  il  you^confidtrthefe  | 
two*  tkiags  (I  befteck '  ye»  obl^e  them)  and  I  goe  no^irDher 
t^n  rhfe  ¥tf7  Scripture  I  am  now  opening  to^yoiK 

Fifftih<ft  rfi^  matl  have  tht&perfeA*  union  t<og<?ther  even  then 

wtei  ISnuA  ih^  be  as  the  &ik1  of  thefea^:  whenthere  (hall  be; 

fiKbfflitftmi€le»coiiiming  in  and  fbeking'to  the  Church^y et  then 

«tfiey Ibaflbeunked int<e one^d then thff'e fhall be  peaceintbe 

Chnrc&esi  It  Jstnor  aftarrf  maMr^  when;  there  are  but  very  few 

'of  aCtocb^peffe^ha^a^doeenWhalfeafirere^  for  them  then 

toWc^^onemkide^and  to4igreeia  one  lovingl;^  together,  and  to 

btn^x»iMSia» oordiflentions  aanong  thrniietve^ ;  but  when  a 

Cttecfrerowestobeamultitudeandagreat  many,  then  tterc 

^katfiecufficKfty.    When  did  ever  any  Church  thoi^h  Beveff 

fi>wdl'  eoiiftitiiteclatiiri>,  but  increafe  indivifions  anddiflen- 

tientastiKy^incPeafec^iRnumbepand  multitude  ? 

TouleeyouliiKbit  veiy  hard  whenyoubave  anymeetk^  in  any 
ibdetfy  w^enan^  buSneyconcenies  a  great  many,  youiindeiti 
%  a  yfej  htfxi^thisigfo  to  ^ee  tc^ether  as  to  be  of  one  aufl  the 
fimenanJe.  Aninftniment,  as  a  watcher  anjr  thing  that  hath 
laanyL  wheetes^isfoofieroiit  of  fratne>  thenthat  which  hath  but  at 
wfteele  or  tvvo«  So  when  a  ^«at  mar^  come  tether  a* 
^bMtam^bi^efleitis  migkyhardto-biingthemtobe  unitedin 
QBe»  Ineti^ei^familfesthatha^^  mai^  perfons  in  it^  but 
qtildliy  dUTcniions  and^ablif^  srow  among  them :  perhaps 
wfare4liew  ave  twxs^ortlbeeina  family  they  Keep  well  ^loogh 
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together :  but  where  there  are  many  ^where  there  are  but  ftven  in . 
a  ramily ;  they  can  not  fo  well  agree,  nor  fo long  a  time  together 
as  the  fcven  DivJU  did  in  MdrjMdgJaUnyXhty  agreed  better  and 
longer  then  .many  a  feven  inafainSy :  But  God  hath  made  this 
promife  to  the  Church,that  though  it  (hall  increafe  as  the  iand  on 
the  Tea  (hore,  and  that  Multitudes  (hall  come  flocking  to  the 
Church,  yet  they  (hall  be  all  gathered  together  intp  one  under 
one  headland  they  (hallhaiye  peace^for  certainly  that  is  the  icope 
of  th?  holy  GhoIJ  here. 

Secondly,  They  (hall  agree  in  one^not  onely  when  they  are  a 
multitude,but  when  they  flial  come  to  enjoy  their  ful  priviledges, 
and  the  full  libettie  that  Chrift  hath  purchafedfor  them,even  then 
there  {haU  be  a  bleflcd  s^eement.ror  it  isfpoken  hereof  thofe 
times  when  th^  (hall  come  under  one  head,  and  Chrift  alone 
fhall  rule  them,  and  not  mens  inVefitions ;  Chrift  will  grant  his 
Church  thofe  priviledges  that  he  hath  purcbafed  for  them,  and 
rule  them  according  to  thofe,  and  then  there  ihall  be  a  blefled  a» 
greement  among  them  all.    Men  now  thinke  it  impoflible  that 
the  Church  (hould  have  thofe  liberties  Chrift  hathtpurchdfed 
without  diflentions,  oh  fay  they  ^ grant  them  butfuchandfuch 
thing5^,let  them  have  but  fucfa  liberty  as  they  ^peak,of  and  we  fliall 
have  nothing  but  brabling  and  divifions ;  what  (hall  every  man 
be  left  to  do  what  he  lift?  why  thence  Qiall  have  nothing  bitt 
breaches  in  the  Church,  and  heart^p'buming  one  againft  another. 
No,'^Chrift  hath  never  purchafed  lb  much  liberty  tor  every  man 
to  doe  what  he  lift  in  things  apparently  unlaw<ull  agair^  the 
common  principles  ot  Religion,  In  thofe  there  my  be  compuL* 
fion.    But  that  liberty  that  Chnft  hath  purchafed,  isthelawfiiU 
uicof  the  things  of  indiffcrency,  and  thelawfiillufeof  hisor* 
dinances.  And  though  now  men  (hinkethat  even  in  fuch  things 
that  arein  themTclves  indiflferent,  if  men  be  left  at  their  liberty 
there  will  be  fach  heart-burning,  and  fuch  diffentions,  and  no 
p(^ceataUintheChurchjtliey  are  much  miftaken  in  this,  for 
the  onely  way  to  have  true  peace  in  the  Church,]^  to  leave  thin^. 
as  Chrift  hath  left  them,and  to  force  Aothii^  upon  mens  confci- 
cnccs  thatChrift  would  not  have  5)rccd,this  is  the  way  of  peace; 
and  the  fpeciall  way  of  diflentionf  we  have  had  experience  of  it) 
hath  been  and  ever  will  be,  the  urging  upon  mens  confcienccs 

thofe 
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thofe  thingsChrift  would  not  have  ut^ed^this  is  it  that  makesthe 
gredtcftrcntandidivifion  inthc  Church.The  urging  of  uniformitjr 
in  all  indiiiereiTt  things  as  nectflary  to  unity  is  a  moft  falfe  priiic:- 
ple,you  will  finde  it  fb.  It  is  a  principle  that  many  have  been  led 
by^  Dutitisanextfeame,  falfe,  andcomiptprinciple,  andis^d 
will  befoundtobecthccaufeof  thegreattftdittralftions.. 

When  this  time  comes  that  is  here  prophefiedof,  there  (hall 
not  beany  fuchneede  of  any  Antichriftianchaine,tochaine  the 
firvtntsofGod  together,  but  they  (hall  be  one  without  anyfuch 
doings^  Itvs  true, Papifts  and  Prelaticall  men,  theyciy  out  of 
others ;  there  are  fiich  divifions  among  them  fay  they ,  none  of 
them  can  agrecthcrcisonore  uniformity  and  unity  with  us  than 
there  is  with  them,  every  one  there  among  them  runs  up  and 
downc  and  doth  what  he  pleafeth. 

M trkc  thefe  two  Anfwers  to  that. 

Firft,  They  have  little  caufe  to  brag  of  their  unity  if  we  confi- 
der  HI  ifor  in  the  meane  time  though  many  thoufands  of  Chri- 
ftians,  and  hundreds  of  faithfull,  pamfiill,  and  confcionable  mini- 
ftersofGod  that  did  more  fervice  to  God  andhis  Church  then  e- 
vcp  they  will  do,t  hough  they  be  bamflicd  out  of  their  Countrey, 
arid^ut  upon  mifcrable  extremities,  and  en(Jpre  fore  affliftions 
f«r  their  confcicnccfaTce,  this  is  no  breach  of  umn^  with  them 
it  att^  though  through  their  violent  urging  of  thole  things  they 
have  caufed  many  thoufands  tofeparatc  from  their  affcmblies. 
Thisis  no  breach  of  unity  with  them. 

JButfuppofe  by  their  power  they  could  have  brought  all  to  an 
uniformity Jn  theit  owninvcntions  and  innovations  as  they  de- 
fred.Whatthen?theyhavelittlecaufetobrag  ot  thatunitymi- 
th«r.  Certainly  there  the  remedy  would  have  beene  worfc  then 
the  difeafe,and  workc  a  greater  mifchicfe.  Their  bragging  then 
ofuiiityw'ould  have  beene  no  other  but  thus,  as  if  a  couple  ot 
prifoners  chained  to  a  block,  and  kept  clofe  all  day  ^  (hould  fee 
others  goe  aharoad  in  the ftrcet s  at  adiftance,  andthey  (hould  cry 
outto  thcm,Why  doe  you  not  take  example  by  us  ?  you  keep  at  a 
diftance  ene  from  another,  doe  you  not  fee  that  we  kecpe  clofe 
tc^cchcrtrom  morning  tonight?  pray  take  example bv  us,  and 
ibenot  coe  fo  4iftant  one  from  anorher.  Would  not  luchan  ar- 
mament be  mbllridiculous?  What  isthcreafori  of  their  union  but 
^.  ,  their 
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Ijtlieir  obnoc?  Cutainl^xfacre  is  ttefftmeftrgutnentiiQthcre  mens 

jj  f4ctdiii;;f0r  'thtt  unHormity  that  they  forcc^men  to  by  itich^i 

jcin&fflf'lintichriltian  chiunc.   Wimt  breach  of  unity  is  it  if  in  t 

broad  ftrecre  one@oes^  Ihtlt  difiantifrom  atiother f  ttndib  witt 

brcffdiisitiriniiiattcis  of  inditfcKiKieone  take  one  way.to^l 

another  «notfaeif  It  is  the  corrupt  arid  pcrvcrk  ipkiits  of  meathit 

thimketiiey  cannot  faavciiinityj,ind  yet  have  thic^  as  Chrift  hath 

lefttiicm.  Chrift  needed  no  fach  thifigs   to  Cftufe- unity  in 

his  Chardh;the  f{*irit  of  his  peop4e  that  {hall  love  tmth  aad  peace 

is;enoaghtocau(ethat  unity  he  would  have.  AndO  tijat  this 

time  that  this  g^theriagi;<^ether  wenecome^  of'all  Chupdkesio 

be  made  one^  and  to  be  under  one  head  1  for  sibundance  of  intf- 

dviefe  is<dme  now  among  the  Chutcheaiand  in  the  wopid  by  the 

fpirit  of  di viflon  and  dii&ntioa.  The  devill  delights  f  efpociaiiy 

that  devill  that  is  the  fpirit  of  diiiif^oit)tolivein  thet^egiontof  the 

Church.    Thereare fbfliedevxis  ^eciaUy  that  arefairits  of fcide) 

(^asthe  dumbdeviiljand  fbme  or  diflentioii  ^  aud  ibnae  dF  one 

kinde  and  fbme  dfaiiotber^  and  I  lemember  Co^m  hath  a  note 

Mar.y  .8.     RpoH  that  'place  ofthe'Gefpell^whete  our  Saviour  Chrift  caft^he 

9.      \    I  devills  out  oft  be  foffefedrnm^  they  befbi^  hia:!  that  he  wooU 

let  them  ^n^r  into  tjKfmm^A  that  he  would  net  Jindphe^  m 

efthd^  Region^  beoau^  f  iaich  he^  thqy  have  feveraH  R^oos  j 

^h  .^re  they  moft  haunt /EUidthey  that  ve  in  fiich  a  Region  ^  th^ 

ate  teath  to  bcput  out  of  it ,  but  wadd  faine  kcepc  their  ^acc. 

Whether  that  be  fo  or  no  we  will  ncit  fwy^  but  thiswe  fiiy,  that  if\ 

tTw:  re  be  any  Re^onii  i  thcworld  that  the  nndcane  ij^it  of  divi- 1 

fion  lovethtobe  in,andi$  loathtobe  call  out ;  itisthe  Region  of 

theChurch,  for  there  he  doth  the  grcatcflmifchiefc.  BotChrift 

hath  a  tame  to  caft  this  unclcanc  fpirit  out  of  the  RcgiQii  of! 

the  Church.^nd  that  fa,  as  hee  never  thall  tetmne  anymore. 

This  point  in  regard  wemeetcl\nth  it  fo  fkiy  i  mdish  Mfy 
agrecablctarbe  ncceffity  of  our  times,  I  canncjt  tcH  fthougljl 
gocalittlebeyond  theordltiary  way  of  expofitiona^  how  to  get 
offfi-omit* 

This  unioti  of  the  Churches  is  that  which  wiH  be  the  ftabUi- 
ty  oFit.  You  have  an  admirable  place  for  this,£/i5'.  5  3 .  toJfhwci 
ejesjbattfee  lerMffU^m  ^ quiet  h Ait dtion.  O  ttuct  oureyes^might . 
foeblcfled  to  behold  JeniHdem  a  quiet  habitation^then  wcA)9uld 
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vant  defort  in  feace^^r  mine  eyes  hnvefeene  thjfiUvmipn.  J^arfcc 
^ieamhsX&!lkmG$i^ffi^  jfit^kern^icU  that  fiaBnet 

ie^^kfnJmm,  n^me^thfifiakisthenofjbsliwerberm^vid^ 
00klfi^fMmj4ftim€mrdtjtitir^hJ^§ffm  ^ 

^GsdmUtemtum  n^fftmi^kr/^  rhfr^  npd  /tt^amt^^  whfrch 
A^#####MA|f  whk  9Mt^  MwlnrJIfnUg^f^^  Ship  fafe  thereiy. 
Tb^kii^cbinsofthe  world  though  they  feemc  to  be  puUt  upon 
mouamx$iy^  God  wiU  taSrtheiaupW  d<>Wa»  M  thoy  Ihall 
oomcfononiiig  ritttfaeOourch  wben  ki9  m«kaf)MJet  Mbn*^ 
tioDf  el^rreit)  tbcngfiit  faeibut  Atibem^iejaiidfptMOfHiji^ikes^ 
yetthirHdiei^iacteflMdlnotbeia^  joorow^tibe  ihktss 

4areef  (hatt-evir  b«iK«o¥ed,  iJMdgiikb^ 
coRkbereofftuttbebfokeQ.  Y«am  tfats  the  glcry  ^f  fitie  Qmrch . 
<i^€oAfl(^ib&itlidieXeKt;iliiei^,#b^ 
tkMiitfac^lo^^  <^<»iiiMUbethti]f^^^    msH^  V$qja%  tf)egi 
asa4ianoas<jiod. 

ffo Choreh  more  1i0imu:ible  then etihe<2fa0nQh  o^PbiMsU 
fhU,fKAatis  #ieOwdithe  Adbrcrftries  tmift  coinse  4nd^«p, 
ifc/ir/4t<tr.^.«fid4hatChiir^^^  ^f'^yiQ  ffeei 

insy  iM9iec^kjfer  foitfig^tf^ec* 

<ri«iif  .^9.  Afy  d^vfimy  mmdefiled  isMftike^  the  pmly  9ne  ^her 
moth^.yn^<Ao^N<it^i  Theda^fkkrsfmifkir4fi/jft^{^^^ 
yea  the  i^neents  mMfe-  CencMbine^  >  mdtbeffrmfMm^  tWAQn. 

JEy^;  ¥f  .7/8.an:.  rniere  yatt  Inwe  a  pn)iixife.of  /iU^J!>'  ^i 
£^iS^itf«tf  wjrnnigtdgelher.  -Mtrii  v^^hofr  feUjMi/fi  •  -Ch^.i  ?•  f  • 

*4tdey.\  iALi4ag|m«>%w^«^^ 

hejL0rif,frecbii0  Jmpym^r^kf  ffflk^ 

^    'fmemiMthd^bifiiam  b^fxatUL'  Sihplnniiithe  Hord,  fyr  hi 
Jhneexeefem  Mnp  %  ^evie  9Mt  ^md  fiaift  ibo^  ^irthif^ant  i?/ 
Thenind^GoddochecoeUciittfaiflgsi  wheabje  makes 
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fbr4m  and  i«^o6Bieto%e4MtMeiTfaer^D06ith«be  Av^ 

[thatvay?  Intlie^pMr'ftuowbishe^fidls  lip^the^oRi-; 
lationof  I>w,'^erey0ahtVethe|iigheft  commracUtion 
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of  it  that  is  ill  all  the  book  of  God;  that  is  the  more  excelient 
way* 

Cam.'i.f.  thert  the  Church  \s  compared  to  the  Charet  qkS^lor 
men :  The  fillars  of  it  (faith  the  Text)  were  offilver^  the  bettome 
thereof  ef gold f he  Cirvfrmg  cfit  effurfle  ^  Md  the  wUddifi  (bneef 
being  fdvedwith  Uve.  Then  indeed  doth  the  Church  ride  in  trir 
umph  in  her  Charet^  when  there  is  much  k>ve  and  peace  in  the 
midftofit. 

It  istrue  (my  brethren)  confidering  the  wcsdcnefle  and  pee-. 
vi(hnefleotmen$fpirits(yeaofgoodinenas.well  aseviil)  wee 
may  wonder  how  ever  this  (hall  come  to  paiTe  7IS  it  poflible  that 
this  (hall  ev(r  be  fo  ?  Indeed  it  muftbe  a  mighty  work  of  God  to 
doe  it.  We  muft  not  think  to  tScA  it  by  ftrugiingone  with  ano- 
ther^and  tofay^  We  willmakethem beat  peace  ^unity^or  they 
(hall  finart  tot  jt ,  and  we  will  pull  them  together  by  Iaw«  Ttis 
willhotdi^eit^but  wemuftlooKuptoGod  for  the  accomplKh-^* 
iflgofthis  great  thing.  ler.^^,^.  ThM  faith  the  Lardy  Cm9M$o 
^neandlwiBdnfwertbee,  and  fievf  thie gredtand  mightjthings 
which  thoH  kpor^ft  not.  What  are  t hofe  gf  eat  and  mighty  thiii^ 
that  wi  mufl:  call  to  God  for  f  Amongfl;  others  this  is  one  p^n- 
cipall  one,  ver.  7.  /  wiB  Cdufe  the  captivity  af  Itidah  and  the  cafH' 
vityoflfraetteretftrni^anlwiBbHildthematatthefir^^  anafo 
make  them  both  one.  ^  And  then  ver^  9.  ItjbaUhetome  a  name  j 
^jej^fraifi^ttdan  hofmttr.  befkre^dithe^Nafions^theeartkjfifhen 
they  fisMhMteai  the  go$d  phot  I  de  mjs#  rAd^.  .Markejoy^praifei 
honour^  ^^aname-of  joy,  praife^honorQt;,  fbUowesppen  this 
blefTed union,  andthatbeiioreallthe  Natiqn^of  the  earth.  Foe 
the  luifeomplithing  of  this^Cpiw^  LerdUfmfiemee[Hickjj  I . 

Yet  letus  f urdher  obierve  the  ditftrence  between  the  fcattering 
of  the  Wicked,  and  the  fcattoing  ottbeS^jhts*  JudahfandlfracL 
they^  were  fcattqred,;  butnawthey  ihallbegath^rcdtogctha 

There  is  a  great  deaieofxii&reoc«  bet  wen  the(cattering  of  tb 
Saints,and  the  {battering  of  the  wicked :  Wh^n  God  (oitters  th< 
Saints^he  icattecs  ^m  that:t  hey  may  be  (catterediwhen  he  feat 
^ersthe  wk:ked^hefcaciera:th(MQith^  heo^ay  ^^iio^^btm^Pfai 
-6%.  i  £u  G9dm4fe^andiet  hi^'ent^wUef  befeoffere^Hovf,  luitiere<^ 
'Ajfmddkfie  Jbri^en  avfajr.-^  fe  dripe  them  a^ayV.^moT&C  y^ 
know  is  driven  away  aiki  fcattered^  foasitcomestanothir 
: :_ Pf^ 
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Pfal.  144.6.  ^^Jmh  Uihrnhg  ^^  fr4$P€r  th^m,  JbomPHt 
thine  Arrewcs  and  deftroy  thcmi^  Thii  is  the  fcattering  uF  the 
wicked :  but  ts  for  the:Saint»>  th^ey  may  be  fctf  tcredjnit  it  is  to 
fpreadabro^thegofpeUbythemintbewprld.  4^.8.4.  The 
Text  faith/%  thiU yKr€fifLt$treiii4krosdbj^  ttafrn oj  th<  ferfica^^ 
Horn  ofS^ul^  went  evetj:mherefte4fhiHg  the  werd :  but  \yithiii»{| 
while  our  God  ihal  cooie&all  his  Saints  with  K\m,8c  he  wil  gar 
t her  togcthar  thet)Ut  cc^  of  Ifrael, with  abundance  of  meK:y  :  fo 
Micah.4.6t  Jn  that  day  faith  the  LerdJ  wiU  gather  her  that  is  dri^ 
ven  ettt  and  her  tba^Ihave  affliSfd ;  and  J[>lk.  $4. 7-  f^  ^  time, 
f^afmaU  memwthavel  frrfakenthfe,  ^Htyeithgreafmercies^  I 
wis  gather  thee.  God  will  gather  his  people  with  great 
mercyes. 

God  hath  (my  brethren)  fulfilled  this  inaereat  par^  inour 
eyes  even  this  day.  Many  of  thpfe  that  wcredriven  out  oi  their, 
places  and  Coiiiictyej!!,  thoTe  thtt  wei?e  affli/fled,  aijKl  t|ioi!e  tho 
land  could  not  beare,  God  hath  gathered  together  theie  outcafts 
of  lirael* .  Let  every  one  take  h^  how  ,he  hinders  this  work^ 
of  the  Lord^  and  how  he  addeth  affUdtion  to  thofe  that  have  been 
afflifted. 

Again  fiather.  Thej  jhaU,  be  gath^ed  together  in  that  d^i 
That  isjin  the  time  of  the  GofpeU,  when  that  (hall  prevail  then 
3  udah  and  Ifrael  (hall  be  ^thet^d  together.  TheD» 

The  more  the  Gofpell  ptevailw,  the  moje  peace  there.  ftaU  be. 

The  Golpell  »ootthtcf^(kf£diy)fi<^ti^  of  fediiiocs,  of 
ftwftions;  No,  Itjs.a  go4>elJitof  lJe«ec,  the;  Prmcc  of ;it  iSn  Prince 
of  pcace,theA0ii>^geof  it- |«iii  AmhajB^^of  ptacet  It  is  nfcxt 
untobltfphcmy,ifnotyafelie0i$it  fclfe,!  to. fay  that  finccsthc 
praichirtg  and  piofe$9n  of ^cGofpcU-j  we  kad  no  pcace^but  it 
caufesfaftionsaiiddiyiHonaaaQng  th^  peQ|de«.  it  is  true, 
people  that f:»rp  >in;.tlie  dajfjcc.  lit  \Mill  ^and:  quirt  'together , 
atitis  ikiijtfthii  Cg|rpti^«s,.,  whai>  thcyweiie  in  the  darke 
for  thofe  three  day cfs  t^ethcr jthey  Aiixed  not  f^bm  their  ftooles, 
there  was  no  noife  aaK>ngthem;ihaUtheli§htbe  blamedbe- 
caufe  after  ward  when  it  came,,  e^ry  one  ftirred,  and  w«nt, 
0nejop€.way,.^4»p9tii5rjmoiha?  v>whfen  we  wereingroflfc 
ti»}^nc9i^^kffm^^i»e^9  l^rnvrnoChiklg)  Nqw  light  begins 
'UobfSfdKefprth,JWiAJwe<^€f«Kchrt^  ancfin- 
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nothctrfttrinotto^,  tndyetiw  ^^nflotiwiine  to  j^trifeftibn; 
(hall  wc  accufe  theligftt  fer  this? 

Yfafattt¥refte<o6«pp««i^lytteclK>frtlittfe«n€  f»^^ 
eft  of  alljthaf  Would  wbrftu{>Cod(tf(5  th^y  £iy)b  tfiepureft  mat^ 
ner  in  his  otdmMe»  ^  y«  f^icil^  ift^  \fv\otuii  <l^ifknM  and  4i^ 
fkaftiom  ^Teii  amdt^  tbe».  Hd^  f>keilidfh<5Ge«rp<^>l  a<Gd^ 

Bi«i  wbtsl  lA  *ifvOitt?t<y  this;t6  fttis^ 
theGofpeHmay  not  be  blamed,  *o^  iridecd  vThete  the  Gp^dl 
c^frnte^thctets-j^rottiSfed  p«toe.  CoftfidetfWtf  one  r<?afon  that 
rtiiy  be  giVen  fof  ie.  Becaufe^fo  lorig  ^t^yif^wt  liefe  we  «« 
parely  Hedt  ai!idf«itly  fi»iri(^  Y(  t  thofd  that  h«w  the  Gofpeli 
prcyaile  with  their  confcicncesjthey  come  to  be  of  this-  tettypev, 
ffetft  they  ^nnot  m^eanyftircher  fheivtlievaiiifielftgbsfec^aiid 
their  coAfdences  will  givetheot  ka^ve.  Dut  tibv$  odker  a>en 
they  haveMoroliberty^  they  indeed  qoirrd  not  '4M  Wkhano^ 
ihi?r5Why?be<^alethay  hawtrid^i  eh^dier,  lytlw^  €ot)fei«M«ft 
iioA  harvhig  efAiiof  their  &f^  «hey  will  yedd  m  any  tlnngfer  the 
ittaimngof  thofterid^otKat  henfthi^Jtt^ 
if  they  fee  that  the  contention  will  bring  them  more  trottbk 
tlten  they  eoncriV^fhetllhigisWibitll^thej^wil  cdd^fetnd  xhmA 
ifbeag^idlliiisMd^cbMfeimc^.  But  ^thd-meff  open  whdtAtSe 
light  of  the  Oofpeil  hutll  f  Mvail«d  hiw  that  bond  upon  mok^ 
{oied€e>tfaMtboi^attclytW<t>fk((l^  they 

tauft  \n  Mntein  t^  ly  tfewne  and  ftiflfer>thi^ottMot  y  ed^d^thoiigh 
yiQai<^cmU^it«tlwm£ltte  t««ti<('ttiierpu)r^  g^e  i^afiifttiMi 
K|^/  ButJifdeedtlDey  ori^^  ibirah^itid  itimy  tmft^te  tlisntfiit 
ttoira^fshisbfiiib^  tofthiAgtt  flfttdd  btdiftrtne  how  the  tf^ 
trefaei^iMS^tftdtbwthii^ndtlf^  yedd  c^thM 

whkhthtoirbro()iraoy«eldio:IfiatMStt^^  be  liuiiifl«l» 

andioTpoft  t&ei^  bcoft^^nd  look^o^lheMKlires ;  andlall  <i4Wfl 
btfereC^dandpYayiaadttfeiUmMAtt  fwr^dMtetai^l  ^Mm(k% 
andc0b^^rfthatigs^xin€[(fdlgia^  Wdl>  feiftOliptifeCbay 
hav^  done  aU  thiSjind  yi«ib«  ii«i^d«ckmc  t^ 
brthirr  lights  thongh.ii  bea  fid  afitidkiDfi  ti^tbam  J»  titcy  mift 
ly  dQwnciinde»hj)fw  vh^  tantiMy«iMy^«de  te^ 
OKiretoiheatfaeqMl  therw#iA4i  ttewMe  UAlatfe  Mbitt«^4^ 
besit  wi(Aihcminthrit  iijfifaiiiy^thiy^mil^aik  Wh4tA«fv>«» 


im»  will  lay  upon  thenx> 
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tfocBidmi^^ltewQddcaUstlusftnxti^  ttMtfttfi)e(|e>  axid 
being  waidedtodidr^wn  opinion.  But  they  know  it  is  orber* 
VI  ife,tb^  cuf  spprale  to  €jod  aii)i  %,  Lord  thott  kno wdl  what 
tfiidafflidionkisanroffie  tint  I  auwot  fee  wftat  my  bcother 
rce^ytmt-fkttlcancotyeeldtiowhitinybrDtfiec  yedds  to^  thon 
I^Ahidftftom  me :  I  will  wait  open  tbee  ttU  thou  ffaak  re- 
veitir^iifdm  tfieinettitimel  wiUbeqaier,  and  not  makediftur* 
bsHC€  in  fhephces  where  I  CDine>  ixit  pmy,  pny,  pray  for  ligbt, 
flHttkatthoD  wocddft  incline  the  bcaicoFmyb^threnvnto  me> 
cfMt  they  may  not  hate  hard  tkopgbcs  vkmt.  Doe  but  thu$,  thai 
ihatr  hfff  e  pcice  with  God,  and  in  thme  own  heart  howfbever. 
Bat  sgtki  mw[ke,ludak  and  Jfratl  they  fhall  be  ^4tbtretlto>- 

Se  ibom  as  arfare  ccmvetted  to  the  £uth',  rhey  are  oi  a 
gathering  diipofition-They  dcHre  to  gather  to  ihe  Saints  pzdent- 
ly.  Every  cMde  of  Cod  that  isconterted  is^a  gathtnr ,  as  if «/tf- 
m9m  iscaued  iitkfu^m^  ib  inthr  Gt eeke^ but  the  Hebrew  word 
isinteKiMN9Ked4^fiaw^y^9jr4rA^#^  becatife  itisintfaefomi'- 
tilnegoider*  •Nommthrwoiidilbvrgood  feUowOiip  (basthe 
SahitscfGodr  They  fl^asdo«es  ecufrbeitwiniiowB^  and  doves 
y^  knownfif  to  fly  in  great  flocks  thoofods tc^etVr.  The  more 
MaCDa3IaoyMeis»^the  aK>re  joyningand  uniting  nature  he  is* 
Thoii&SKls  cA  1bi^ttit9  of  the  fiunne  will  meete  together  in  one 
toser  then  thebeames  of  a  candle  wifl  doe.  TW  Saints  of  God 
in the\^)eftieseflM whin ehiy  were crnivetted*  \t is£iid^  thty 
is%i\  Mkdtir%hi  Cifiirdhf\tf  gathered  prefemly.  So  in  Efij  6&. 

riehhnirmM90l$^priff£t09ki'L^0tf$9fa»  Nariems^  mfan 
frnfes/mi^chmriHs^  mtdin  thatpf.  How  comi^^.thfi^  ?  Theit 
Itahicmwfttmiiv^^^^^  OnUrmt  mzke 

thie  tfteit  eioofeferfheir  mt  jayningto  the  people  of  God,  be^ 
tlBlI&#!e]NMtirfhrefl^  it  is  agrt^  joorney;  No>txt  there  be  hor* 
#e9Lt9begei(:Bittittttty%eiMve<»»)ot  ride  f  Then  get  Charetst 
Bttfeofet^d^psiijr^bw^  eanneitherrideonhor- 

^norinCtetM»|then  tfa^  w411ge(  lictei^,  and  Iktersyon 
1ciicnirMetoH»ttM'^vii6dcetin  This  fliewes  the  ki* 

tailk)n«f:f|iifKfA^^  to  hee  gathered  t» 

fdieChnrchy  eidier  to  be  carried  onhorfeSj  or  in  Chariots,  or  ia 
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littei^s^  one  way  or  other  they  will  come  andjoyntbemfelycs 
to  the  peepie  ot  God.  For  there .  k  the  prefence  of  Ckift,  %f\i 
theprotedlion  of  Chrift,  tnd  the  communication  of  Chrlft  in 
their  union  and  communion^  tnd  fVhcre  the  cdrkfffc  is,  ther^wUl 
i^e  Eagles  refort.  O  they  love  alife  to  be  going  towards  Sion, 
gathering  one  to  another,as  Li  ffdAj^q.Thej  w^lkfr0mftrength 
tofirettgthyaftdMtUftthejfMllMppfarehfare  Ged  inZion.  From 
ilrength  to  ftrength,  that  is  thus :  From  one  place  of  the  coun* 
try  perhaps  tiiere  comes  haife  a  Icore  j  or  twenty ,  to  go  toward 
Zion,  and  perhaps  before  they  cometofuchatownor^tumii^, 
they  meet  with  halfe  a  fcore  more  ^  and  fi>  they  grow  OLronger  ^ 
when  they  are  a  mile  or  two  farther ,  perhaps  they  meet  with  a- 
nother  town  commii^^and  they  joy n  prefently  and  are  fttof^er, 
and  fe  they  goe  fromftrei^th  to  ftrengfh  cosofoicably  togethdk 
till  diey  come  before  God  in  Zton. 

ThejJbaMafppint  themfilves  0m  Hedd. 
Althou^  they  be  nuikitudes^  and  be  as  the  fitod  of  the  fea^  yet 
this  is  no  great  matter,  unle&  they  come  under  one  Head»  and  a 
right  Head  too.  It  is  not  multitudes  that  is  a  fufficient  araiment 
of  truth.  A  multitude  comming  under  one  Head,  under  vhtift  a$ 
one  Head,th^  are  the  true  Church.  The  Papifte  they  give  this 
Note  of  the  Church,Univerfidity,thatthei:e^rc  fo  many  P^piftsin 
the  world.  Wo  muft  not  re^ttd  people  bow  many  they  are,  but 
uader  what  Head  they  are :  Ti&r;iZr4U!f  ^;4/i&^<iiliiri«4rr  «ii#  H<rj^ 
look  to  thie  Headthty  follow ;  for  S.  PmI  tjsUs  Us  that  there Jbatl 
ke^njifoftaJUpeferethereveUtiwefthdtmdnefJltff  tThe/iz^^ 
And  Revel. I  y^.AUthe  reerU  -mndred  after  the  heafi  :  and  wr«  a. 
The  ^'^gpn  gave  him  his  permeTy  amdhiafeMty  and  great  amhvritj  : 
and  Reifel.  17.1.  The  reharefittethpfon  many  teatersi^d  ver.  i  j . 
thefe  f9Mny  waters  are  interpTCted  tohc^  fe^fles^and m^titrndtf^md 
nations^andtMgfief.  Thcwkonedoxhpt tt/iwthem^  that i^ doth 
u(e  them  vilely  and  b^iely ,  fits  upon  the  very  confdcnces^f  them  * 
ina^afemaiincr^.as  if  a  whorc  ihould  fit  upon  yeu  and  keep  you 
under.  And  who  doth  (he  fit  upon  ?  upon  peoples  8c  multitudes. 
It  is  fK>t.an  irgiiaient  thqn  of  a  true  Church  thoi^they  are  mid- 
titpdesjjthoughtheybeas  the  (tv^  of  tbefeayt^ug^^eybegtthe- 
redtpgtthcr^for  they  miA  bcgathereci  under  one  Head^  under 
Ghrift. .      . 
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Secondly,  neither  is  Unity  a  fufHcient  Argument  ottheverfty 
of  the  Church-  They  {hall  be  gathered  together,  thev  (hall  bee 
joyncd  together  in  one  way,  with  one  content;  yea  but  if  it  be 
not  under  one  Head,it  is  like  Simepn  and  JLwi,  brethren  in  iniqui* 
ty .  It  is  not  enough  that  we  be  one,  unleflc  we  be  one  in  Chrift; 
and  that  is  a  blefled  union :  For  a  great  deale  of  unity  there  (hall  • 
beunderAntichrift,l?n/^/.i7.i3.  TAir/i  A^tvtf  on^iw*^  (faith the  i 
Text)  and  they  JbaU give  their  ffwer  andfirength  to  the  hdfi.  And  j 
Chaf,  18.5.  tier  Jinx  reach  unto  heaven.  Their  fins  cleave  toge- 
ther, and  fo  get  up  to  heaven.  A  union  of  perfons,  and  a  union  of 
(ins  there  is  amongft  them.  The  Turks  have  as  little  diflcntion 
in  their  Religion  as  any ;  they  are  all  united  in  one.  But  well 
may  that  girment  have  no  feame,  that  hath  tio  (hape.  And  a  nc- 
table  place  we  have  in  P/i/.  83*3,4,5,  &c.  They  have  cenftUted 
together  with  one  confent,  they  are  confederate  agMnft  thee^  There 
are  two  or  three  things  exceeding  obfervable  m  this  Scripture 
about  the  union  of  the  wicked  :JPirft  you  have  ten  Countrevs 
joyne  together  againft  the  Church ;  there  is  the  Edsmites^  th;? 
MoMntesficQ^  And  it  was  not  by  accident  that  they  j  oy  ned ,  but 
\\\zAt)hwtQy;iVfyThejconfmhedtogethcr.y  and  not  ontly  coiv 
fulted  together,  but  confulted  together  -mith  one  confenty  or  hear^ 
tiiy^foT  diat  which  is  tranflated  rfierc  jptth  one  confentj  the  word 
in  the  Hebrew  isi  reith  heart  together ^  their  very  heart  was  in  the 
jconfultation ;  but  ixitrk>  it  was  agtinft  thy  hidden  ones,  fo  verfe  3 . 
Xet  them  confiilt  together^  let  ten  of  them  confult  together,  and 
confiilc  with  their  hearts ,  yetthe  Saints  are  Gods  hidden  ones. 
Efay  54. 1 5 .  They  JhaB fur elj gather  together^  but  not  by  me ;  who^ 
foeverfluUl  gather  titgether  againjt  thee  JhaB  fall  for  thy  fake*  My 
brethren.  Peace,  thoi^  we(houUalldefuc  it  ^  yet  foas  not  to 
havcit  too  chat^geable :  Peace  is  then  too  chargeable  when  it 
cofts  ustheloflTeof  any  truth.Takcheedof  any  fuchcofUv  Peace: 
There  may  handjoim  m  hand  together  in  mckedn^jfe^yct  they  (hall 
nothunpuHiJkeil,Prov.i6.$.  And  Nahumi. 10.  While  they  are 
folded  together  as  thorns^  the  J  Jhatt  be  devoured  as  ft  ubhle  fully  dry . 
Wicked  men  they  are  as  thorns  to  prick  the  people  of  God,  yea 
they  are  thornsfolded  together,  thAreis  a  peace  amongft  them  : 
yet  though  they  be  folded  together,  they  (hull  be  devoured,  they 
(hall  be  devoured  even  in  their  folding.  Tlie  divi(xon  that  comes 
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ItisanotaUei^cecbot/^rA^,  Rather  thenaqytfuxsg&ucaiU 
?  otitis  fitU  of  the  Kii^gdoine  of  Chcift  andlua^U>^,  let;iM|t  ofK^  pea^ 
r*f f  ^-   Boe,  but  Let hetvcnand emb coe too ; fc  we Ibould love  pcacc^ 

ib^  X'*^'''*  ^/w'  intdAt ,  y/«i^  m»  fol/mrf/at^  fed  cvtUm  &  teitra.  lu Acr.  ^• 
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IThe  Sixth  LeStirc^. 

Ho  $  11  A  I.  the>^d(tteoftheii4veriib|' 

VRomtiietentfa veriietolheieocl  j  jrooittve homi  tlm 
God  promtfctjimercy  toin  I&ad  tint  be  wUlin 
time  ndieup :  akkoodi  fertliat  Ifcidbto  wliom  the 
PtDphet^ke^  they  finUgointorctptiyity  aodihafi 
Dotiv^torne  as  JasMh  did. 
Secondly,  -Mercy^^toiftadandjHdaiibdtfa  tocher,  and  that 
firftJntheiimhkQdietbat  Qudlbegathcredj  ieccnidfy^Intfaeiei&*^; 
dllency  oftheftatepftfaeGharchttthttdine  jbo^^ 
was  berore ;  before  they  were  Pef^^^bttthm  thq^  & 
Thicdly,  Iniheoiiityofthein,  Iftapelund  JudahAaB:  be  bodi  ga- 
thered together  under  one  head« 

Some  time  wasfpeotln  the  laft  eriteidie  ikboat  unity,  ^tnd  the 
excelleiKy  of  the  uni^  cf  the  Churches ;  wheroQ  we  lahouced 
to  convince  you  thatvnifoimitjr  in  f jdgement^^andpraftice  is  not 
n^e(£ir^  fbrooity  inthe  Chupdhes,  for  unity  of  heiBtSi  Itisji 
faireprmciplethat  ruanes  in  the  world,  that  allmehitiuft  needs 
be  broi^htto  beUei^e  arid  do  the  fame  thii^  or  d[(e  there  can  be 
no  peace. 

If  we  would  ha«e  light  let  in  to  US|  we  muft  fo  ptife  itas  to  be 
wiUingtfuitin  the^  diicuflidti  of  truths  there  (hould  be  feioe 
hazard  of  fcnne  diflfeiences  in  leifcr  things.  t 

If  a  man  have  a  houfe  doied  on  every  fide  witha  thick  brick- 
wall. 
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Mfafl,;indke  is  fo  dcftretu  to  keepe  Kit  h6v$t  &k  and  ibofig,  thai 
hewiStatherallhis-dqrtsfitifitheStrkc,  thmbeat^trooble 
tohaweahole  di^ed  orafcwbrkksbrokeqtoletinanyligh^ 
wewottldacc^fethatmafYoffo%l  Xtfs  tnieiiKleed,  wemun 
no^beib  ticfirbusof  light  asto  imk  io  muchof  the  wall  as  to 
iniifangelr  t<iehoB({rjWe  maft  ktepe  that  fafe ;  but  ytt  it  is  bard  te 
let  infi^  battbctt  will  be  feim  brkki  taken  away",  a6d  thir^ 
fdSft^eibme  tronble.  Adulde  when  he  (ees  the  wetke-man 
ivkhiiil/toolts  bretking  the  widl  and  intkiqga  dealeol  mb- 
bifli>  he  tlibks  he  h  pidling  down  the  houfe^  but  a  wile  man 
kMWCsitisbutalittfetfoutlrfbrthe  ptvienttoktinlightthat 
flballbe  fbr  th^anty  of'the  houleiiberwaKf . 
Unity  in  the  Chupches  is  bvdiy.   Butit  muftbe  under  one 

Agreement  in  efrour  is  ferre  worfc  thcndiififidnfct  thcftke 
ef^tmefh.  Bettcrtobedividedfrefflmen^tareerreneous^then 
to  agree  with  them  in  the  wayespf^  their  errour.  A  company 
ga^ennl  witlKynt  the  covenant  ofpeace,  without  the  ebfervaaice 
of  Gods  law  is  a  headltffi  miihitudej&ics  BtrfMrd^  it  hath  mucfi 
o(  Babyion^bnt  little  of  Jemla^m. 

Whati*thtaH«4rf?  

.  Ifindeboth Ae^JewesanddiycrsoFthe  Ancjhajt  Tf^eeddiret, 
Cyrifandothcrsj  that  >?otdd  linal^t  tbishudCd  \^ZerAih£rt; 
^oripiy  to  have  refetnpe  to  the  rentriic  of  the*  ptopK*  ftom. 
tlnir  RAylwiift <;ap»ftaty.  Buftiii certainly  canhcjt  bc^npon 
thefttworcafons^tdnamenomflp're;^  •-  •    •' 

Firft,  Beciufc  bcth  liritl  aiui  Jacbh  «re  here  to  jcyne 
togtthfj^and  tg  rciupTtfouiif  of  tfte'land*:  thetc  it  wasjudah, 
aA^wit^tlieXen Jj*<^-tSat  A^e*clrinflM<f  te>m  tftcJcip- 

Secondly»  |C^m{»re  thisiScnptiircwit]^  others  that;  are  i^^ 
■Coiii8i<|nti]|^  itaiklA^^^mide  t^Zrn»/*^^/dtrtfpcbc 
i*ieaotvJ?fe4i?4;«n*i'f^(yoi^m^  CHapteri  atY.odt' 

iMWjr*t*ec;fttlaltetH^      ; )  ancf  efotc&ihr  in  tf^i7^ 
Ci^»bWtBi9ea%ifii^ 

-     _     ,     .^     X Jyid^K 
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]udah  and  Ifracl,«nd  ver.  i/^'DavidmyfervantJh^U  be  King  pver 
them^v^^  ^fvaS  .^Mjfervatit  Davidjb^  be  their  Prince fer  ever. 
That  o(^  head  that  they  (hall  have  when  they  cone  togetW  (hal 
bj?  D^t^*^  j/Vpdfojn  0^jr.  l^ver.  ^3.  J^will  fet  erne  fiiephear^ 
over  tkemtyHnihe  fi^aUfeied  themfuenmyfervdnt  D^evid:  And  ver. 
%^Jthe  LerdwiB  be  their  Ged,  andmj  fervent  David  4  Prince 
Mmenf  theff^.  That  head  then  that  they  ihall  have  fliall  be  Da^id^ 
not  Zerubbabet.  Now  by  Davidwe  are.  to  underfland  ChHft 
decrely^f  or  fo  in  oth^r  places,  as  Efajr^  $  •  3 .  i  mBgive  Hntejem 
the  fnre  mercies  ef  David ,  they  can  ontly  beo  meant  of  the  fure 
oiercies  of  Chrifi^vA  fo  it  is  interpreted  by  S.  Bamly  ASls  1 3,34. 
Therefore  then  we  conclude  certainly  this  is  meant  of  Chrift; 
they  (hall  appoint  Chrift  to  be  their  Head.  / 

This  is  then  the  firft  great  point  that  we  have  ui  this  Teft,  % 
head-point  ot  Divinity  indeed ,  that  }esus  Cukist  visthc 
headof  theChmch. .  And  fecondly,  be  fhallbe  fo  affeimed. 
We  th^  (hew  you  what  the  metnii^  of  that  is  when  w^  come 
unto  it  J 

Jfasus  Christ  Itishethatisth$JieadfortheChurch» 
fUid  (hall  appearefo  faerea&er  further  then  now  he  doth** 

The  Church  is  not  a  hcadleflfe  multitude»itisa  community  of 
Saints  that  hatha  glorious  Head.  That  body  cannot  bee  con- 
temptible that  hith  t  Head  fo  honourable.  I4  is  he  that  is  the 
brightneffefftheglofrj  of  bis  FKthcr^  whipm  aUfMlnefe  dmicth^ 
yet,  the  Jnlneffetf  the  godhead  bodil J.  itish;e))y.whomaUthiQgS 
cpt^ifts^thatis  thcb^nnmgof  allthing^  hetfaatistheheadof 
Angels themfel  ves;  Cel.  2,  iQ.Tett  Mrscemfte^  inhim^hichu 
the  bfodfefsUfrinciPMlitie  and  tower. 

/  .  ,TttE;Tapa4pfApgds,  .W?. 
.  Eiir(l1xcaufc^(^Ai^clsi^r^  with  the  Chur(J%. 

and  are  part  of  the  C^hurch  triumphant,  and  fo  thrift  is  their 
yeajd.    ,  •:;        ,    \;\;  ,    .  2,:  •      ;  ,  " 

Seconclly,  Yea  tli^  Ai^c^ls  Weinflae^e&oiQ  lum';T/at^acfe 


fe^it  is  not  due  to  them  in  a  juturi 
Ihidl  have  in  joyAli^-^ith  ^CU 


>  i.iiii 


.yea.t^  gjorytfe^^ 
it  is  ^joaf^  xhfX:  v^^ich  is 

''  '    '   "  due 


th^ifhefie^HosB  A.  |    1^47 


1.  He  is  thi  htadof  ailment  i  Cforj  1 1 . 3 .  91hr,  it^^i^  rf" every 

The  head  of  every  mtn,how?  WhattrciU  men  in  the  worU 
the  body  ot  Chrift?if  heiaietbe  faedd,then  k  felines  chcjftre  all  Hie 
meoibeis*'   -  '•       ^.-      :"....;  1     '  'i  •   .  ^':       "   u 

No,  though  Chiift  be  the  faeaid  bfAneiAs  ^  yet  AagAs  are  not 
faid  to  be  members  of  him,yea.in  the  fame  place  ef  the  Cmnthsi 
God  is  (aid  to  be  the  Heud  ofChrifi^  yet  Chrift  iis  not  a  mean 
berof  God«Spthat  heoiay  belliehead(4evtiy  mm^]i«te?^ 
ryraannoiamemberbfChrift#'  '  r 

The  bead  of evety  man  in  r^rd  of  that  fi^ri  wlity  that  Chrift 
hatho¥er  every  man,  andfome  kindi^of  mfluence  even  from 
Chififtcommeth  to  every  man>  he  iniigbtmeth  everjmsHthae 
cemesiMethewcri^L'       ■   •  i    1 

Thirdly,  Ye^,'he  that  is  theb^slof  his  people^  of  fiis  Churchi 
iathe  head  of  all  thitip,£flKf.iJi^GidlMtb  given  him  taie  the 
headefdU  things  u  the  CmtrchMwcVt  it ,  it  it  a  moft  admirable 
place,  that  Chriil  IS  tibr  k4^^«// rAiiM^^^^^ 

ButJi^w?7'«^iE^#  Cbieitcthy  forthe  fwe  of  the 'Church,  asay** 
fflingatthe^goochjrtlveC&ivch^peciaUy.  Sureiit  iit|ie  henbor  : 
of  the  ChtKh  t6  have  fiiithiaheaE^^t&  thus  thebcightacife  of 
his  fathers  glory,rfie  ke^  of  Angels^the  head  of  every  p»n>  the 
bead  ofall  things  tor  the  ^pod  of  his  Church.      -    '         *       -^ 

And  z%  their  honour  coqliftAtli  in  it,  fa  kconAj  it  is  their 
fiiei]^«Chrift  inhtf  Head*<)f  tfaeChiTObia  r^td  o^tlie  firengi^ 
diattheChdrdi'^tfcbyl^m;  \  ,;' 

AiiopfveflHfi^titiidecannbt  hdpe  itfelteilthey  faaxc  no 
heac^tnt  if  God  (haU-i^leare  to  giye  themibengthand  a  headland 
th«atinalegaUway>ifthi^>havehearta  they unay  deliver  them^ 
Mve8fh>fpa)fidreffioii^rhivGodlia^  iftherefbre 

Godtbth  not  in^tewM  mifery  and  flavery  >  if  wre  be  rbt  a  peo^ 
ple)»itaii5>rfGodfo«!ilne,^eHiayhaifctel^^  :  \: 

ThcCh»Kit  iB^cMamuaioaaf  JSainta  opprefled  faere^ii^the 
worlditbeir  ilrength  16  in  lieaven  y  ia  i»in  their  Head  y.  that  htth 
reodvedi  id^towettto^ckeacifefartfadrnv  inhmriseheir  ftriiigch^i 
tbhim  (loqtub^iij^^  bldR^Ged  fivanifhcif  dA<»|kr 

becaufeheistheirftrength.  .b  ;Qh'    ji!::.-:  /  rf:-.^./;rf5 

'      .  .  \  %  '       ,ThirJ-> 
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Thirdly,   Hei9f|}M£i¥til^'tM«Mfe:ftiK:Mlll9  4^^ 
(^kai^  ^ih^tk^yh^nthfS^M^m  Q^^  -  i«ti«beft  mure 
oUUythe  Tenure  upon  which  the  Sahits  hold  all  tlN!ifa>fll6if% 
Ulcbeifgi>Q<{mcliidW9i3l4trifm«iid(herw«y  thmeibecnren 
btldit  i  ifiii|ifit^  fomt  liswe.  W^ 

and  patience  cf  God  ;  but  the  Saints  holdallixi  C$pit^^  'm 
thoip  iiesidiii!C]»iH)|Q  liv& 

,  Foutthly,  Tfatir head,.  kManfe  tbeirCtfi^ty  is tn  hw  ^thoiu^ 
theChBcd^Achemembm^Jbeui^wattf,  yetaUkfafewiMii 
tbffc0i^k4Kimwiter>n*iifla<iimH^  Ilisaf^eichof 
Luther};  He  faith  he  was  evena^  a.Dbdc^thc»they  ididfoar? 
cufdfii]c#:b^tklCteiA:iinreafidraig9^^  the  head 

ss.tboTewafier» _...  ...../.. 

liiitl^,  Thdurivad  inres^r^ oi  his  co^'PaflioQ ti(> 
and  people.  The  meaneft  member  herj  b^iow »  if  wton§cd> 
Pttftis  fdifibl^'it^;  M^!bdcrfa|it;th«.  tee  i€  tro^dotUpotuthe 
hdaicfjro*;.  '\ wl^6  yduJiurt:  loc  ^  Cbdik  ebe  bcttd  €vf «&»  «f«i< 
S^fAfwhf.  pirfiftiPgfi  thm  tmt  f  Astii^^nftftktiMBinti  lodtk 
poorerthe  MembersofCfariift^  VteMtlie  ChHrch#  Uaumwrcis 
C^^3aAbh^:b6ifhd»  iOEtaweivfln^.afiBajeas^  Mid^lteolDre 
WKllibc!  apt'^cfOTtAeqftwhfiiii  hd  Adtat^fie^rf!  a;hMd^e(L  ^pom 
giofbdaijr^fachjateriiirfaalh  tJwl  t^rfiowieil  pla<c 

ifindethere  Chrift  is.'fiidtdBe<y^'j%«]pt^^ 

firengthen  that  which  -woiftckfy  but  mf^  tht^f0:^^'f^9^miii 
timj^n^  k^fmiXic^Byfthah^amtfftdpA^  1^  jf^iffm^nn^^^ 

hdt^ggMm^  brlmil  jfH^ifnmt9ne.4hrf0%mt4pheffi/i9^^      pkes 
\  ml^igrtk^fy  tbm$hmfhdthf'i€)M»Mit  ifi^f Jgr 

When  Chrift  (haitip^omi  fee wiil'neftftewiki^h  ti^ifttfrtJM: 
iottjr  fpf  hi  ^tho^^atwcrrlDtfao  CbortAotojoQiitlnw^,^^ 
joi)!  h«m$»thattfa8iighttacari^allrbo&ve  Ihtoit  v^ 
be  vilkte<iifeibth9)poi»af^ftKtoi  jand^biyfetfaiif  Iteafr.^GilIri 
ibclole^anctpiiihei^vkiadie  InMbosiantfilfMtteidifep^  ivitfh 
theleane;tbcyfiiallbejudgeel*  ;.  /..:     .c.  I 


uiyiiuybuyGoogk 


My 


thcrf^fkjUrf^ot  E  A. 


MytxtdMenjhftvtyounot  kAotven  timri  wh«n  Kloist-bMrt- 
*iftiidctucl-h#«cdinttibtVctfcr«ft  Willi  thijfidei  tnd  pufhed 
witli  the  homeland  fcittef^d  op  t(>d  down  in  divctif  Omntrycs 
cbMfirtAoftN  Wcake<msffi4feiider<;di<denc^dCliriQiim 
Well,  but  here  is  a  promife,  that  Chrift  our  head  will  came,  and 
htQM\^€fMn^^^ti,MAht(iiA\  (hevthis  tender  i^lon 
tbw&rdtfaepodrattljftedoftheflodle)  he(Katttake  twayfrmn 
.rtoliodrfaecviUbcafts^a^youbavf  ittkrtititfae  t^^ver.  Heis 
r&e  head  mitgard  ^hiscMSp4flSor>. 
#Si)drtily,  Chrift  i^ttieir  hesd  ID  regird^fgttidibceKiiadi^ 
re^Hdn.  The  bedy  ii tobe  irk^ed  ftiid  geriiod  i^  the  head  1 16  aU 
toroefai,  tU  dofhfues  €<  Riiigion  nuid  kdiA  d^  Chrift  | 
they  keld  6t>  Chiift  fe  C^^^  CrA^  i«  f  9.  The  Apdftk 
eAekitfig  WDtfttippinigr  ^  Angela  aftid  other  Jfalft  sjvimU 
6tt«>  heiailh,/^AiA#f  £d  mt  hoUpfththeMdyhViiitkStiintsm 
theChtirehtfiert^emttfthoiidHhebead,  amiffiuft^CKotbeob* 
tnidcdfDpon  the  Church ^but  as  they  cdinef  Pdm  the  head  and  hold 
there. 

Seveht&ly^  And  that  princTpaHy^  and  which  weimftfticlb 
dpMii'H^at,  whfcb  is  im^ndaA  httt  hi^theTexrmo&cf  alL 
ChHftis<hehead'?ft  re^ifd  rf  Bis  rtikj  in  regard  of  his  gorern- 
ittent;aFid  therefore  he  that  i^  c^ed  em  bead  here  is  called  4 
9fhte€  m<hf^twt>fdrcHwifce*€?*4;^^r/,£4u^.3|.andj7. 

It  Wtxild  ff endtime  wedlefly  to  fM w  yott  in  Saipture  hdw 
Giwermni»afct!flIedAr4jfr,that  i  fi^pofe  jmi  are  ail  acqo^cd 
With;Th»tftercfwe  is^  the  toaine  rt  i«^  that  we  are  now  to  opew 
intttryt)v,botvC%:niSthehea4ott&  Cbarchintegair^of  his 
rtdeahdgpvernment.  ^ 

Themre tnany rhiiig^ of eontirnemem intftii poigt;  I ilull 
dtffrer^c^jnewter  poffiyiyiMy>  aflth^  thaeat^MMtb^ 
ttffiif,  U^edally  WKhooi; brethfeiv,  and  dAe^  i|ieaktf df 
What  IflSnfttfcrthd  prifeiwyewa^fit  t»bwre. 

Fhflfthen,  There  ajt'fenre  things  efp*«teUyof  the  geNtmc^ 
mehtof  thrift  itthi^  Church/or  whieh  heists  beacMiutKsdtte 
ttcad.  4  ••'  ' 
'•  FirfE ,  All  Offices  and  Offic^er*  it  tfae^  Choreic  hold  imn 
£%rAdii(!^i?omlilritas^fr0Mt4iete  Atifyou^kn^^^itis 
ma  Ch^bedyS^Ofticbr^i^ri^  StMa^hiOd^^itf:  t^  Kih#9 
L: •  V  a   haflf. 
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r.  J  i      .  ^ 


holds  upon  him  ii>a  legall  way,  the  power  oTt^e.  King  i^log  je- 
gular>^ic  regulsteth  all  power  in  all  other  Officers ;  that  which  is 
done,  is  done  C^ou  know )  in  the  name  of  the  King.  So  all  the 
OAcers  and  Oliices  in  the  Cburch^  are.  in  the  name  q£  Chrift^ 
thty  all  hold  on  him.  .  . 

Firft^tbat  there  can  be  ho  officer  nor  offices^in  the  Church,  bat 
fiich  as  Chrift  himfclf  hath  appointed,  for  they  muft  hold  of  Ij^m, 
thty  maft  be  by  inftitution.  I  befeech  you  obferve  the  diflferencc 
between  Officers  in  a  Civill  State,  and  Officers  in  a  Church.  A 
CivillStatebecau(eitdire<fUy  reacheth  but  to  the  outward  m^ 
hath  liberty  to  appoint  what  officers  it  pleafe 'according  to  the 
rules  of  prudence  and  jufUce ;  to  appobt  more  or  leile  accordii^ 
to  the  necelfity  of  the  Country  and  place.  But  it  is  not  (b  in  the 
Cburch,there  we  have  no  libmy  to  goe  according  to  the  rules  of 
prudence  meerly ,  to  ereft  any  office ,  becaufe  we  think  it  may 
make  for  the  good  an^  peace  or  the  Churchy  fl  fty,  therefore  to  c* 
reft  any  iie  w  office  that  is  not  erefted  before  in  the  Word,  wee 
have  not  that  liberty  ,we  cannot  doe  it,wc  arc  too  bold  if  we  ftiall 
doe  it,fbr  fuch  an  office  will  not  hdd  of  thi  Head.  In  the  State 
none  can  ereft  dew  Offices,  new  Courts,  but  by  the  fi^eame 
po wer,the  fupreame  Legiflative  power :  So  in  the  Church,none 
can  ereft  new  Offices,  but  onely  from  the  Head.  In  the  Civill 
$tateGod  Idlveth  a  great  deale  of  liberty;  there  may  be  change 
of  OificerSjthofe  that  arc  good  now,  perhaps  they  tnay  feem  not 
tQ  be.  fo  fit  afterward^  >  %nd  thofe  that  arein  one  Countrey  may 
not  be  (b  fit  for  another:.  But  for  the  Officers  of  the  Church  they- 
muft  he  all  the  faine.yi  ^1  places,  >  where  they  can  be  had,  and  no 
more  but  thofe  that  are  appointe^by  Chrift, 
:  Againc^  ifiJrther,  Che  difference  between  the  Civill  State  and 
Chm^h  State  in  their  Offices  and  Officers  is  this:  The  Civill 
^tate'in^  lit^it  their  officers  as  they  think  fit.  They  may  choofe 
one  into  an  bfficc,but  heflial  go  but  fo  fat,h€  ftwl  have  power  but 
in  fo:^ai)y  tUiigs,  this  lliall  &  the  objeft  of  his  power,  when  he 
ififcctoe  bitber^  there  he  (hall  ftop>  though  he  that  was  before  him 
had  more  power,yet  he  that  comes  after  him  may  not  have  that 
J»\y:f r/ihc  Cjyai  Stflt^rtn^y  Hpait  thatj  if  they  fee  it  fit.  But  n©  w 
in  %ht  Chuitoh  Stute^t  cWB^t  be  £>•  And  upon  this  ground,  be* 
fa|)((:^h^M4J^ntJiiieHc»d.  Jndeed  the  men  that  beare  any 
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office  in  the  Churchy  are  defigned  unto  it  by  the  Church^bat  they 
doe  not  hold  of  the  Churchy  they  holdofChrifttheHcad^  tHere- 
fore  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Church  to  limit  them  being  in  it, 
but  they  muft  goe  to  the  Word ,  for  their  office  once  taken  upon 
thttt^y  ("whether  it  be  the  office  ofTeachers  or  of  Pallors  J  they 
cannot  then  be  limked  by  any  power,  but  what  the  Wc^d  faith 
is  the  office  of  a  Teacher  or  of  a  Paftor,  that  they  muft  doe ;  they 
cannot  have  the  rule  fo  propounded  tothem,  as,  You  (hall  go  but 
thus  far,and  you  (hall  doeio  much  ofthe  office  of  t  Teacher  and 
no  morcf  but  when  they  are  once  in,  they  are  in  without  any  li- 
mitation of  the  power  of  their  office :  it  is  oncly  from  Chr  id  the 
Head- 
Yea  fiarther,  in  a  civill  State  there  may  be  alteration ,  raifing 
the  dignity  of  the  office,  and  mtkipgof  it  lower  then  before;  but 
in  the  Church  no  fiich  thing*  the  officers  of  the  Church  are  al- 
wayes  the  lame,  norlii(idg>  iiodeprefling,  why  ?  becaufe  they 
hold  upon  the  Head.  Others  depend  upon  mans  pmdcncejbut 
thefe  are  inftitutions  by  Chrift,  and  hold  of  the  Head.  ^ 

li  Chrifi;  ft  the  Head  in  neg^dofrule>  becaufe  all  Ordinance^ 
h&lddn  <7hrifb  too»  and  all  LaMrcs.  Z  will  put  both  together,  Or* 
dfaiaincik,  andLaws^4uid  Inftitutions  Uoe  held  upon  Chrifttlie 
Head.  It  is  not  in  the  liberty  of  man  toereA  any  new  fpirituall 
Ordimnceihthe  Church,  no  nor  to  makeLawainthe  Church 
th)it«^efpiritaatl,tliat  (hall  tend  to  the  fpirltsof  men,  (accord* 
ingas  I  mall  open  it  by  and  byO  No  new  Ordinance,  no  hew 
l^itutioncan  bein  the  Church.  In  the  oivill  State  there  may  be 
tfaoufands  of  new  Inftitutions.    • 

I  caQ  that  an  Inftitut  ion  t  hatliath  «n  efficade  in  it  for  the  at- 
taining of  f uch  an  end  ^f  virtue  of^he  Inftitution;  not  by  vinue*of 
any  ntturalifeilethat  is  in  the  thii^.  As  ibr  e:ftampie,  to  inftance 
in  Divine  Inftitutions.  The  Saccamencda  oi\  loftitution ,  and 
therefore  there  is  a  virtiie,a  ipirituall  efficacie  tobcbxpfiftcd.from 
tiiat  and  by  that,through  the  ffarength  of  the  InlHtution  more  then  < 
it  hath  in  it  in  any  natural  way  J  So  in  preaching  the  Word,and 
Eccle(ia^caUcen£xres,tbere  is  moretobeeKpeaed^mbrreifica- 
de  to'wodc  upon thl^ibule,.  fer  t  he  fpirituaU  man  i  by.  virtue.Jof 
tijtelnftitation^theritbereisiiithenaturall^bii^s  that  arc  done 
there.  .  .    .    ' 
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$p  for  Vx^^.  Chrtft  \Bfim  « law  in  tlv»  Qunh/U  l^ipg 

pie  tnd  vkme  tQ  goc  flps^  togf^^r  »  WH^  ihff  (M^g  tbM 
Chrift  cp0)m;uidfth»  beyond  wiiatxt  M  i;>(?fQie  it  wa^  c^m^ 
iiiandc4* 

Nov/  tbfii  in  thii  w^  po  vaw  ii)  th^  w«rld  qp  mtke  mm 
Chvri:hipfttfiuim»nD,norlAi^f0vtKeC]»«^»  ^4st<^i^pQtQt 
finy  tbti^to  jbtavc  9ny  fpiricuaU  ^fli^de  i^y  v«rtuc^  tiM  iwitih 
tiwbeyiii)4whatitbittlito«miiu^W4iy-  W««mfttAki»b€c4 
of  bcii^£bh(^4,  Hiat  w^Chr^h^fh  xx^xitm  iniUtouona  ah 

Chrift  and  mtke  another  Ordinance,  or  another  inftitutiqumK^ 
tha^^hecoMfeC^tftlMtbd^ne  io,  bfcinfew^fiodf  iM^t  ti^ne 
bt^eW«:dthef«ftw we  sb(»)!  ^^tfotogt  Nf>>  thiSWloaWai 
ihis.i$fOifiit9Mrp^^ixGMifW%  fop  which  tfccUwl  4i4  cbai^ 
the  ptfopio^  f  M-  43'  ^  lo  -^>i!J[  33*  ^*'i^  '^  6«l,7*f  J^rf 


tl^  thing. 


ttt  yet  you  wiU  figr^t^a w  k  that  Q|>enedfiKtiK  r  t  f for  indeed 
Uneedcthoprniiig;  that  there  €»»  bee  M  ncwinftituticKkj  noi! 
no  new  Law  nnde  iii  iJhb  fenic  ^  bu^  all  mufl;  Jiold  (^1^ 
Chrift?  

Ir  er  (he  opening  of  that  I  ftiaU  afterward  CQoe  to  fpe«ke4ff0f& 
(ttUy  ahpqt the  power  of  Govemours.  and.  wh^A  thoia <ia]|hipik3P: 
is,biitthg$]»iich  for  the  prefect.  We  arc  to  coofider  diatllM»<i 
aoe  ibmtf  things  belonoii^  to  the  Cjmrch  (I  be&fchyon  obfeiYe)^ 
that  are  common  with  all  other  focietie^,  «nd' therefore  thfy 
have  that  belonga  to  them  ,  tlut  is  tuturall  and  civilly  sjfid 
thbre  may  be  Latv&aiade »  thAe  the  power:  of  maamay  comr 
in  ,.  thetv  thq  rale  ci  prodence  ouy  oiden  things- ;  Thq^ 
thiag;  1  ^  .that  hsbng  to  the  Churchy  that  yet  ai!^:«ptfi>! 
propc^  but  beioD^to  other  £bcictic8  too«  there  mana  rcafiio  miy 
ccMnein* 

Atferinftance* 

fiitfl^  a  ChjiccJiif  ^fpiritoaU  fcttetie  and  comammfim  tbey 
aiu8imeetetogether>  and  if  they  doemeetdihey  flMifttineeto  ia 
finnepiace^:  Thii^ iaconmoatoallibcieties UtiiQ wodd^iftJiey 
will  meete  thw  muft  meet  in  a  place. 

Yea 
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Yea  Secondly  ^  if  tkey  mecte  in  a  phce;  this  place  muft 
be  deierfliined  where  k  fhall  be.  This  alio  is  common  to  all 
Ibcieties. 

Tkkdly,  this  ]ikewi(e is  common  to  them  with  all  other 

iMictiei^diat  what  they  doc  in  that  place  muft  be  done  decently 

«adiaord<r>^thiiigs  ought  to  be  managed  ki  an  orderly  de- 

^nMway.   As  if  there  be  many  things  to  be  done  ^  one  thing 

iiuift  he  before  another ,  one  thing  muft  not  exclude  another  ;if 

thgFO0flitt<)g^fcer>they  mnft  come  together  t%  befitting  men 

itt^decoiC  way.  Theiefore  that  mleof  the  ApoiUc,i>r  all  things'" 

be  d0ne  Jtantlj  andin  §rdir^  it  is  not  properly  an  inftitution ,  it 

i»hadiiilg.bnttbrdiA!steof right  reafca^  fochat  if  we  had  never 

fand  fnra  a  (enteMr»fitcb  »mazjme  idSaiptwe>as  //^  4//  iifiitgs 

^di0wikMfr/^iiMfMP#rirr^.ithadbeencatitt   tft^t  wee  were 

bound  inconKtencrto* 

Affimf  IfiiMs  will  come  aod  aneetetogctlier,  it  is  nstncall  and 
coiamoa  to  aUfbdetiea..  that  they  flmild  be  decent  in  their  £»> 
BKnls  ana  othcrwilei 

But  thea  yoa wiU  fay.  When  commeth'  if  ta  an  Inftitnti^ 
cKii  Imeane  aa*  Inftiftttke'that  !•  forbidden  v  that  none  m^ 
meddle  withall,that  is  proper  to  Chrift. 

TfaBS^whcD  any  manfhali  by  vertueof  any  Ltrn  y  any  impo& 
tkna,]ptmorrinoothethin9AeBiQod>  or  then  namre  hath  put 
intoat^wIlcnAey  IfaaUflauce^hcir  inftitution  to  trntanyefficak 
cieittnitfQrthcliQtihipotGadffloietfaenGodhaA^  thiswt^ 
cailtiiBfiittk 

AS'iiacinuaiioti- ' 
^Offfbbyfitikmi^'tt^^  thait  all  that 

meetgaaagerficg  inChriftitn  AfiasUita  ^  fliouhi  meete  dec«fnt- 
\f  in<iemntga0niiit8^Mi]iiAers4DMSothcra^tkelight0fnatii^ 
tsUio^aaiftfaciniii^iiclaw  ifmen  wSLbetd&aftoty^oooiApcJl 
thetfuafndt^flieecdhiaMhepmaf  sNfteidQCemlj^m  of 

j  1  tiKk  gviaentsi 

Ij  Bitt  QewiiFftcometiiQftftr^thatwrlOTvrpacardl  deaeneie, 
laiKlfiich  Oft  iiiob«ganneot /hall  tewadedeci^nrlbr-Godswor^ 
•fliipbecauiieititappohited^  wheceayifit  w«?enek^))pmntedit 
WQuLinorbedecenntalLWhenllajraUthe  decencie  doth  net 
dcpcndiipon  whatGiMl  hiCh  putinto  it|Or  yAM  is  naturalli  to  it, 
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but  depends  mecrly  upon  tte  inftitutibn  rf  man,  for  take  away 
that  inftitution  it  would  nbft  be  decent ;  as  in  fome  kinde  of  gar- 
ments,put  cafe  men  were  left  to  their  freedomc,  that  there  were 
no  inftitution,  I  put  it  to  your  Confciencet  whether  it  would  be 
decern  to  wearethem :  If  it  would  not  bedecent,then  it  feems  it 
is  the  inftitution  that  puts  all  upon  it ;  and  now  here  we  muft 
take  heed.  This  then  puts  more  upon  that  creature  then  nature 
or  the  God  of  nature  hath  put  upon  it,  then  in  way  of  common 

ipmdence  (I  fay  were  it  not  for  an  inftitution^  that  leemes  to  go 
*furt.her>  that  leemes  to  intrench  upon  an  ordinance)  wouldoe 
Hone. 
Furthcr,there  is  more  put  upon  a  thing  then  nature  hath  put  in- 
to it,when  there  dial  be  expeded  by  vertue  of  an  inftitut  ion^ibme 
kinde  of  fpirituall  efficacy  to  worke  upon  the  foul,  then  it  comes 
to  be  finfull.  As  thus«  when  that  aeature  bf  virtue  of  the  infti- 
tution^and  apjpolntment  ftiall  be  mi^e>and  efteemed,or  «cCGunt- 
ed  of  more  ei&Anall  to  fticre  up  my  minde,  or  to  (ignifie  fiich  a 
things  as  purity  orholynes,  then  another  creature  that  hath  as 
much  in  it  naturally  to  figniBe  the  (ame  thing,  and  to  ftiixe  up  my 
minde;.thisis  to  imltajteGodsinftitution,  which  is  too  much 
boldnes  in  any  man. 

A$,when  God  doth  appoint  a  thing  m  hi^  Church,a  Ceremony 
or  (he  like^he  will  take  fome  thing  tut  hath  a  refemblance  to  pot 
men  in  nmide  of  fuch  a  holy  things  thatiiath  ibme  kinde  of  Me* 
taphororlikenesinit.  But  when  God  hath  taken  this  creature 
and  feparated  it  from  others,  this  creature  mdft  beexpeftedto 
have  more  efficacy  to  (ignifie  the  thing  to  my  foul,and  to  (Hrre 
up  my  fouleto  thinkeof  this  holynes^  tl^n  any  aeaturc  in  the 
world  notfo  appointed^  thoughothei  creatures  have  as  much  in 
them  naturally  to  do  it.  This  is  Gods  inftitution.    Now  mans 

1'  infUtution^  that  commeth  ucetc  to  Gock,whcre  thdre  is  afettirig 
our  poft  by  his  poft^  is  when  man  (hdl  take  one  aeature  from 
thoufands  of  others,and  all  thofe  thousands  haveas  much  in  them^ 
naturally,and  put  into  them  by  God^to  put  mein  miiide  of  hdy- 
nei&,  and  lo  ftioreup  my  heart ;  how  this  creature  fliall  be  U^- 
rated  from  the  reft,and  by  wtue  of  an  inftkotion  nut  tq)on  i^> 
there  Avail  be  expeded  mere  efficacy  in  this  to  fttrre  dp  tny 
jipinde,.an<ltodrawmy  heart  nearerto  Goithcn  other  acaturcs 

'  ^  ^      that 
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that  enely  do  it  in  a  naturall  way»  here  I  fay  is  intrenching 
upon  that  which  belongeth  to  the  governemcnt  of  Chrift. 

Therefore  I  befccch  you  my  brethren  be  not  miftaken  in  this, 
becaufe  I  know  you  are  ordinarily  led  by  that  fpeech  of  the  A- 
fdfklcJ^  ^  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order,  Underiland  it 
aright>  It  is  true  we  muft  do  fe,and  it  is  a  finne,  not  to  do  things 
decendy  and  in  order,  in  the  worfhip  of  God :  but  this  doth  not 
at  all  countenance  any  inilitution  or  mans  whenit  comes  to  be 
fpirituall,to  draw  the  heart  nearer  unto  God,  or  God  nearer  unto 
the  heart,  by  YCitueot  mans  reparation  of  it  from  common 
ufe. 

I  might  inftance  in  other  thii^  in  places,  Thatth^eihould 
be  a  convenient  place  for  Gods  worfliip^the  light  of  nature  wiU 
tell  us :  but  when  any  man  dial  fet  one  place  afide  feparated  from 
another,and  (ball  make  the  worflup  of  (jod  to  be  better,and  have 
more  efficacy  to  draw  men  nearer  unto  God,  or  God  nearer 
unto  men,then  another  place  that  hath  as  much  naturall  decency 
and  iitncfiin  it  as  that  place  hath ;  here  it  commethto  have  the 
evil. 

By  theie  few  inflainces  you  may  judge  of  all  things^  when 
tbeydoecometobcinftitutionsinGods  worfliip^  and  beyond 
thenile  of  the  ApofldC)  LetdB  things  be  done  decently  andin  #r- 
der*  This  is  the  fecond  thing  of  Chrifts  governement,  that  all 
ordinances,  all  lawe^  in  the  Church  muft  liold  on  him  the 


ui 


^> 


Thc^third  thing  in  Chrifls  govemement  in  the  Church 
that  thofe  lawes  that  bfic  makes  for  the  ordering  and 
governementof  his  Church,  do  .not  onely  hold  on  him  as  the 
Aead,but  have  fiidi  a  virtue  and  efficacy  in  them  commingfFom 
the  head,that  they  doe  binde  the  confciences  of  men,becai:de they 
C9me  fmm  himthat  is  the  head  of  the  Church,  they  do  lay  bond^ 
iipon  conftiences,  and  that  primarily  in  another  way,  and  more 
cmcacioully  then  any  law  of  any  man  in  the  world  can.  Y^a 
they  Uyfiicbabonduponconicience^that  though  a  thing  be  com- 
manded that  hath  no  other  ^realbn  for  the  command  but  meerly 
the  wiU  of  Cbrift,and  that  we  cannot  fee  to  what  other  goodthe 
thing  doth  tend,  but  meerly  becaufe  Chiift  will  have  it,  yet  we 
m  bound  to  dbey,  yea  and  that  in  fecret  9  Yea  fo  fkrre  as  the  rule 

X  a  .     goeth, 
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£oetii,  wcar^txxindtodo  wlmt  is  recced  by  it,  clong^Wift 
Ihould  iiiflpLr  never  fo  much  prejudice  Co  bnr  Selves.  Hcie 
is  the  binding  power  of  Cfarift  in  binditig  confeience. 
'  But  there  is  no  It  w  of  man  doth  in  dus  way  bind  coniciencej 
perhaps  thefe  things^  with  fixnc  others  that^re  yet  tofee  delivc^ 
may  at  the  (irft  mtnkigof  them  Tet^e  to  be  iMitwIiat  tic'de 
points :  ycc  I  know  there  i$  a  neceliitV)  and  a  Idndeof  olbiblitt 
nece  i1ity  to  inf ornie  the  conidences^tneo  iff)  thefn^efpec 
tbcle times,  and  because  they  fail ib  fuUiierein  my  way  I  coui4 
not  out  of  conlcience  omit  th^m :  and  yet  AiUif  you  4ilig«mi^ 
obfcrvej hope  wefhall carry  on  allfpasto(peakem6deftlyand 
yet  fafdy  aiid  fulUr  too,  I  lay  therefore,  the  law^  o*  men 
arcdilierent  fbom  the  Lawes  of Ohrift.  Icisa  pM<gf  the  bead* 
iliip  of  Cfarjft  to  lay  tiondsiapon  tiieconfcience. 

But  what  wittyoufay  then  to  that  TextdF  ScwptuFe  (I  fiip> 
pofc  it  is  in  every  one  of y our rhoi^hts^  would  ibeready  in  every 
oneof  yoir  inouthes  if  yoit  were  from  theaflembly ^  Rmn. 1 3; 
Let  every  fwlhefmi^e&to  thf  hij^er  fetwen  ifar  there  umopower 
hut  of  God.  JVhofoeverrefifteththefmer^reJifleth  theordsndnce  > 
efGod^  4ndthey  tbMt refift^  fidUrec^ivgudiemfilvis  dammuion. 
Yea  vcr.5 .  T9»  muftbe  /it6}e£l  n$toMt  t»f  ftaripf  iwdth^ ,  imt  ^ 
i^9mf4:ienee  fake.  T+ik  T^xt  feemesto  igtoly  %hit  the  la4r4S0f 
men^o  binde  the  eoafeience$  And  we  hade  tti^  cKpdrienc^ 
how  tfaisrisurged  by  many  upon  ev<<ry  itl^g,  dierei^  no^ckide'^ 
inftitution  of  man  whatfoevcr  (except  we  caaapparently  fliew, 
it  is  dontrary  to  the  word  of  God)  but  they  iSont!^  h^  v^criue  of 
this  l>KttheconiciflncesefaicD  are  bound;  aridfo  theyflieuf^ 
od  imn^t  they  iace  not  men  of  confcience^that  they  will  not  (^ 
bey*'authori^.Inliutftheydo  not  fiibaut  to  authority,  they&ia- 
paiiift  their  confcienees,  &c.  You  (hall  have  oi^ny  oien  tfaat  wilt 
paatwi  thbfe  tjiatajiie  fo  xroD/cionable  ia  iGods  comamuis^^t 
feemetojbcbutlittiethin^  (andintheoiiebc^arelittieitfaifigs) 
oh  ihey  dare  not  difobey  bccaufe  they  arei^oandin^fxiiifcicacey 
they  will  jeei:e  at  the  fcrupuloiky  of  their  confeiencesthere.  %^ 
whenitoomestomaDS  oommands,  then  chey  naiftob^incbe 
kai^thiggj^what  evenitbf,though  in  its owM  nature  it'beliey^ 
foinijiff.rm3t.;yc5tthqriiiuftobeyfor^c»nftien^  '^     '  >  -* 

I  IhaU.deiKasikliyaudas  dearlyas^Ian)  atite,  to^&tisfo 
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Coniciencfiotiiisvctytbti^.  To  c^n  thinfore  ti»t  Saiptisre 
ontoyou. 

Firft,jroumuftc3brerve,tlut  every  one  is  btundto  h  fmijtH 
u  the  higher  pwers:  ("Mark)  It  is  noitt^xhtMan  Brft^  but  it 
is  to  Ae  Pmmfr :  Lit  merj  Jeuli  h  [uhjiEt  t0  the  higher  power, 
v^hereevorthispowerlyeth.  Itisnottothewiliof  a  oitnthat 
hath  power,but  it  is  to  the  power  of  that  man.Now  the  power, 
die  antbmty  is  ttrnt^tfaat  man  h^  in  « legall  way^That  Grft  muft 
beunderftood. 

Secoiudly,  we  ioiifl:  coofider  ia  whait  titoy  i^uft  be  6ikid^ :  The 
la  ws  of  men  are  4>hhrcc  forts, 

Someperhapscommandthat  wliidi  is  fimply  UnUwfjiUj  that 
we  allyeeU  the  Scripture  doth  not  bind  ustot^fubjed,  there 
wemujtoieyGodirath^rth^nfta^. 

Butiecondly^heitf  arff  ether  things  that  are  comiaan<le4»ltfatt 
are  lanvf  ttU,  and  tltcy.are  of  two  (brts. 

£ith(^fuchthings4sdotehdfeythemles0f  juftiee  &  prud/^nee 
tojint  piMiquegood «  lothe  good  of  die  Conjmumty  of  which 
we  are  members :  And  there  we  are  bound  to  obey  for  Confti* 
ence  (kke.  But  ft iil t his  is  n^t  accdr4jfig  t^  thiit  obedience  we  owe 
to  Qbt^  <w  HM>  this  is  fec9hdari^ ,  wt  Drimarilyft:  becaufe 
eem«Mid€Klt}y'flMn,bi^tbee«ufe|lKtulQS.of  Ju(^     &  pmdfince 

4c»clire<V>^^^^^^l'^\^^^S®^»  ofwhichwe^eafiois* 
munity  ;alldrhcnfaec|alakj:}lereCQtB^letJk  a  Law  of  Chrillto  w 
flo  vtEalkudJii/eaocndnDC^Jli^tibeiuks  9f  Jufii<;e  aqd  pmd^pc^  t 

andij^ tbeyemnfit'bQ hidto  bindcCon^dei^t^j 4  as  ^till» 
Laws^* 

''Tkff3rarejotWti^B9Stfa8ieareiQiHll9W>dedby  map  (and  that 
e4^eudtyeonotiJiiwf\9t|utfQ^  4^;(hiflg(a5io* 

d^ftlJaren^orilwositothiteifbi^  p^bliqu^ 

^iioiiJtkiegbcAio£(tbi\€^mi^  {u^t^tjiU depend  upon 

HKfm^ndttief  eisiipfchitag  itfith^  .'bitf  m^i^tl^  fatisf^MJJiqn  pf, 
tft6'VRitftk^tiiafirtbat)a!}ciftii^  ]SI.Qwbe;e  jjs  t^e 

Qoefti^n,  iiowfevtbofe  Uwttbiilidi«^  ijt\^,)i>i^4;j;a^^g^  i 
Sn9etd:in|niyjpdi0re  ekiflimkl^;  mti  fS^iM^iyms  k^^  begen 
cxtreamlyfnaredinthefethingfeiii  -^-^     .j.^j!  -  :  •; 
- '  iT^it  iiatt%esi>'£bat{thiMgb  b^  «Q|n- 

;'    > X  3  manded 


1X8 


An  Exf^fiihn  $f 


niiAnded  to  be  done,  yd  if  they  be  not  doiie^  f  fo  be  it  they  be  not 
omitted  out  of  contempt,  qorfoas  may  bring  fcandall  upon  the 
authority  that  doth  en  joyne  them ;  and  thofe  that  doe  omit  them 
(Kail  patiently  and  willingly  fubmitto  what  puniftiment  the 
Law  ofthe  Land  fliill  require)  in  fuch  things  this  mans  confci- 
ence  (hail  not,nor  need  not  bind  him  oyer  to  anfwer  before  God, 
that  he  hath  finned  againft  that  rule. 

You  will  fay,How  doe  you'prove  that  ?  How  dothit  appeare? 
For  that  muft  be  made  out. 

-IwillmakeitappcardfromtheText,  fromthe nature  of  fob- 
j  tfdion  that  is  required  in  the  Text,  and  from  Reafoii. 

Firft,  thb  Text  here  in  Rom.  1 3 .  giveth  this  as  the  ground  why 
wearetobefubjeft,  Becdufe  (iaith  the  Text,  ver.^.)  he  is  the 
fmniJUyofGodforihj'good.  So  that  that  which  is  the  fpeciaU 
ground  of  our  fubje^on>is»  becaufethey  that  are  in  place  are 
minifters  fqr  our  good.  But  here  if  then  anabufeof  theurpower, 
if  they  will  command  what  is  not  indeed  tending  to  the  gooi 
of  the  publique ,  but  meerly  the  ^tisfaftion  of  their  owjae 
mindes. 

J  But  (iippofe  it  be  an  abufe,  the  Text  faith  we  muft  befubjeft. 
r  Mark  therefore.  The  Text  faith  not,  TCeu  mufi  doe  the  thinrffr 
cenfcience/kkgy  (I  bcfeechyouobfcrvc  it)  it  fiuth,  Tett  mt^  be 
/«%fiF,we  muft  not  refift,  butbefubjeft :  The  words  are/T/^w/ 
he  fulHfrMnatefor  confiitncefukis  (io  it  may  betranflated)  sHeie 
is  all  that  is  reqmred;that  I  muft  be  fii)ordiDate  and  not  refift^that 
iSj  though  there  be  a  thing  commanded  by  aatfaotity,  though  this 
I  authority  (hould  be  abufed,  yet  I  may  notrefift,!  muft  bcfubj^*. 
Ifrhen  out  of  that  reverent  refped  1  have  to  authority,  though  I 
doe  not  doe  the  thing,  yet  I  doe  not  fbrbeare  ottt  of  contempt :  It 
is  a  thing  exceedingly  prejudiciall  unto  me,  and  it  is  not  for  the 
common  go6d,  but  yet  I  am  fb  careful)  that  anthoafiy  >  &aU'  Dot 
bedefpifedthat  I  Will  keep:  it  fecret,  IwiUndtr^fufetodoeit^ 
£0  as  (hall  be  a  fcandall  unto  authority. '  Andyetfbrther»if  aiitho-' 
rfty  (hallfofaruigeuponmeasto  inflift  paiftfliraent  becaiifc  I 
doe  not  doe  it,I  will  pariently  beareit.  Now  when  tfecfe  three 
things  are  doiie^  here  is^tet  fubordination  to  auchorityrithtt  the 
Apoftle  in  that  Scripture  reouires?.;'  -  *  i.  .  I 
AndthereafenWhythfe<)tnccdEty.muftbeg«a«tcdi^is,  b^ 
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becaufe  otherwife  all  that  ChrHUtn  liberty  that  the  Scripture  fb 
much  fpeakes  of,  may  be  utterly  taken  « way  in  regard  of  the  pra- 
fticc ,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  man  wholy  to  deprive  us 
ofit. 

This  Scripture  cannot  befounderftood^that  all  that  liberty 
we  have  in  all  things  in  their  own  nature  indigent  ftiould  bee 
founder  the  power  erf"  men,  as  that  we  for  the  praftice ,  and  for 
bur  consciences  too  mtiftbctyedthatwe  cannot  have  liberty, 
no  not  in  featt^certainly  that  is  that  which  is  againft  the  judge- 
flient  of  ail  Orthodox  Divines  of  the  Reformed  Churches. 

But  it  may  be  faid^  who  (hall  be  Judge  whether  things  be  ten- 
ding to  the  publikc  good  yea  or  no  ?  will  you  take  upon  you  to 
judge  your  lelfe? 

To  that  the  Anfwer  15  thus  plainly,  that  indeed  thofe  that  are 
appointed  by  Law  have  the  power  to  judge  legally,  and  authora- 
tativehr  to  /udge  fb  as  to  binde  others.  But  every  man  hath  li- 
berty te  far  as  concenies  his  own  aft  to  judge  at  his  perill.  And 
that  a  twofold  perill. 

Flrft  at  his  peril!,  left  hee  judging  himfelfe  (hould  linnea- 
eainft  God  in  this,that  he^flioulcf  juds^e  that  not  good  tor  the  pub- 
uque,which  indeed  isgood;  that  he  fliould  perhaps  judge  tlntto 
be  of  an  indiflcrent  nature  that  juftice  and  prudence  requirtth  of 
him:  Here  he  mif-judgcth  at  his  perill,  he  finneth  againft  the 
Lord>  againft  the  rules  of  juftice  and  prudence,  and  inaai^^eth 
his  o^n  foule  if  he  goe  amifle  in  this. 

Secondly^  if  he  mif- judge  it  i5at  his  perill  that  comes  hj  the 
Laws  of  men,  that  he  is  in  danger  then  to  fufler  what  the  Laws 
ofmed  {hall  inflift  upon  him  :  Andfo  fubmitting  this  way,  his 
confcicnce  may  have  fome  eafe;  and  yet  no  gap  open  at  all  to  li- 
berty,or  any  dmurbance  to  any  lawfull  authority  for  all  ti  is. 

Thisisnecci&ry  for  men  tp  know' that  they  may  underitand 
aright  how  to  anfwer  that  qu;;ftion  about  l4wes  binding  of 
confcience.You  heare  it  is  the  prerogative  of  Chrift  our  head,  fo 
to  be  our  Law-^ver/o  as  to  lay  bonds  upon  confcience  in  fiich  a 
manner  asno  man  can  doe  the  like.That  is  thethird. 

Pourthly,  Chrift  is  the'Head  of  the  Church  (in  regard  of  fome) 
evenperibnally^feas tocomeandnileinthe worldin a  glorious 
manner  pecibafllly»  and  fo.th^thihke  this  may  bee  interpreted, 
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that  Chrift  (htU  be  a  head  ("how  (add  to  be  appointed,  we  fkatl 
fpeake  of  when  we  come  unto  It)  that  he  HisU  cxH»e  perf^nflUly, 
and  rc^  andgoveme  tkuigs  ^y/en  in  this  world.  As  Chvift  in  his 
own  perfon  did'exercife  his  Prieftly  and  Prophcticall  officc&^.ib 
they  thinke  i{vhisownp^A  ki^  ikaU  eyccrciie  tiktJSiB^  power 
and  o^t.  Vy^kick  opinioDy  because  tke  iiuther  difi:ww>n  of  il, 
I  feppofe  generally  ypa  are  not  able  to  beiure  yet  3  tkeicfot^  in 
nK>dcftylwiUforb«ire,  aadtboudicmtof  modeftyl  ftuUlfar 
the  pcefent  foii)eare^  yet;ovit  of  oonfcience  I  da^  not  akogecJicr 
deny  it^butlb  we  will  leate  it^<o,£^  what  truth  maiy?  be  ia»tbtt:i^ 
.  wee  nai^  expeft  to  h«vel%ht  let  inby^egrees. 

In  theic  foure  things  then  Wf  have  the  rule  dt  Cfar^ »  th^ee 
determined  of^the  fourth  onely  propounded  ^  which  Chrift  1)1 
tigie  wiU  ftiew  fiirtk^  lig))t  unco  us  i*.  QriA  is  then  the 
Head. 

Now&oqf)  $Uthif  there  foUows  thre«  cooiequefices  that  arc 
vetyufefull* 

I.  Hence  we  leame  that  the  feeking  after  ther^ht  gavasfc- 
meAt  of  Chrift  in  his  Church  is  n<)t  aligfci  mocfier  Jt  doth  concern 
the  Hcad-Oiip  of  Chrift. 

2.  By  what  faathbeenefaid  we:{haUcome  to  bee  inflirufted  to 
know  \vb«t  IS  properly  Antidinftian  and  what  oofi. 

3*  Wcc  (hall  come  to  haw  light  how  far  the  King  may  bee 
{aid  to  be  head  of  the  Chim^ehHlihd^  thjagft  you  wall  fiode  neede- 
fidlfor  confcience  to  be  infermed  in,  and  I  flaall  cany  them 
oB  too  I  hc^  wiitji  modefty,fulne(fe,  and  fafety • .  , 
^  Firftj  I  fay  it  ^owsfrotn  heiKe  thait  it  is  not  a  li^ht  matter 
to  feeke  after  the  right  govemnieDt  c^  Cb-ift  in  hk  Churck  ^  it 
concemes  t  he  head^ftiLp  of  Chrift;  The  heidftiip  oi  Chnftin  a 
rpedj^l  manner  confiftethin  thtit  there  are  ibme  othecthings  in 
which  it  dptji  confiftiwhieh  perhaps  nay  be  fpokeniof  hcreraer, 
buthflceiothis  place  efpeciollythat^  Indeede  in  the  ptimitive 
titikgfrtikecethe  greateft  contention  was  abottthr  Doffaincs  of 
Eleligion».what  Dodhines  (hould  hoid^  upon  Chrift  and  what 
not^and  the  people  of  God  didtbere  fafitr  moft  for  omtending 
about  the  doftrines  that  held  lapon . Chrift  the'Head  ,  they  would 
not  receive  aPodrine  but  whact  held  on  Chrift^  and  wh^twas 
^^jtrudeduponthem^iotholdingupon  CThrift  the  Head  tfaqr  did 
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re/cft.  And  Lather  upon  this  place  hath  this  fpeech,  he  tells  as 
how  much  the  Church  in  jitcr  time  did  fuficr  for  this  very  thing, 
faith  he.  What  kindc  of  dangers  did  inviron  the  Church,  and  do 
inviron  it  for  acknowledjging  Chrift  to  he  the  head,thcfe  our 
times  do  fufHciently  teftme.  And  further,  becaufe  we  preach 
Chrift  to  be  the  whole  head,thercfore  we  are  fii)jea  to  Atfathe^ 
mas, tnd  to  all  kinde  of  punifhment.  And  in  thefe  latter  times  it 
islikethatthe  great  contention  will  be,  rather  about  the  head- 
fhip  of  Chrift  in  tlje  point  of  his  governement  then  in  the  other, 
the  other  being  fo  deare  unto  us ;  and  the  fuficrings  of  the  people 
of  God  will  be  {0  much  the  more  gnevous,  becauTe  that  this  is  ac- 
counted fuch  a  little  thing,  fuchapoore  bufineffc::Andfairther, 
becau^  this  dothnotfeemetobe^to^ether  fodearely  revealed 
in  the  Scripture,as  other  Dodrinall  points  that  hold  upon  Chrift 
the  head.  And  Chrift  the  rather  hath  (b  difpofed  of  things,that 
this  (hall  not  be  fo  clearly  revealed,  becaufe  he  intended  to  fufFer 
Antichrift  to  rife  to  his,  height  .*  and  it  cannot  be  imagined 
that  if  the  Dodhineof  Chrifts  governement  in  his  Church  had 
been  dearly  and  demonftratively  laid  dawn>  forasthdr  could 
have  been  no  gainc-iayii^  of  it,  I  fay  it  cannot  be  imagined  how 
it  is  poflible  for  Antichrut  to  hiiverifento  that  hdght  that  he 
hath ;  CJirift  becaufe  he  intended  to  bring  about  many  paflages  of 
his  providence,and  many  great  workes  ot  his  that  way  in  iuff^r- 
ing  Antichrift  to  ariCe  ^  therefore  he  hath  left  this  point  fo  in  the 
word  as  is  fiibjeft  to  many  doubts,  and  may  occanon  many  ob- 
jedions  agaiiift  it.  But  the  nearer  the  time  comes  for  ^tichrUl 
to  fall,  the  more  dearly  this  (hall  btf  revealed.  • 

Secondly,  By  this  that  hath  been  (aid  we  may  learne  what  to 
account  Antichriftianiime,  and  whatnot :  for  there  are  many  a- 
snongft  us  that  cry  out  againft  every  thing  that  difpleafeththem, 
thatitisAntichriiUanifme,  that  it  is  Antichriftianiiiqe,  and  yet 
underftand  but  very  little  what  Antichriftianifine  is.    But  by 
this  that  hath  beenefaid,youmttft  know  that  Antichriftianifme 
is  pot  every  errour:  It  istnie  in  a  large  fenfe  Antichrift  is  as  much 
as  againft  Chrift,  and  fo  every  fin,every  error  is  againft  Chrift,and 
isAntichriftianifm*e,ify0utakeitfo.  Bu;  you  are  to  know  the 
Scripture  fpeakes  of  th^  Antichrift,  and  of  A^ltichriftianifme  in  a 
{pe(^  acceptation.  What  is  that? 
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This  my  brethren  is  AmicbriOdamfme^that  which  fliail  oppofe 
Chrift  as  ahead,  and  ice  up  another  hesd^ip ;  here  is  the  pro- 
priety of  Antidirift  and  Aitticiif^iamrtnejas  in  all  tbafe  f our 
things  named  before. 

Firft ,  Whofoever  fhall  <Jbtnide  any  Doftrinc  upon  the 
Chureh  tofec  beiievedjby  Their  own  autfiority ,he  is  guiltyof  Apti- 
chriftianifine,  ODt  whotbever  Ihidl  preach  «r  hold  an  enw  in  the 
Church*  But  when  4*iy  (hall  prefume  to  obtrude  upon  the 
ChurchjanyDodrin  that  holds  upoft  humane  authority,  tobeur. 
ged  upon  tlie  authorityof4hoferh«tdoimpofeit,this  I  fay  is  pro- 
perly Antichriftianiftne,f<)r  it  dGth<yppDfeCbtiftfn  hrsbead-lWp. 

•Secondly,  The  iiwrufioft  cf  fii^h ^offices  and  officers  in  the 
Church  as  meerly  belong  to  the  f}>irituallman,fuch  as  are  pro- 
perly Church  officei^jthat  do  not  hold  upon  Chriitthc  head,  but 
anely  hold  upon  them>  thffi  is  Aifitichfiftianifme.    ^ 

Thhrdly.  Theiflipdingofiiny  Otdinaitce,  anyncwinftituti- 
onsthatarC)  aahathbeettop^iedjUpon  the  Chmrh^  bciongeth 
to  Ancichriftianifme. 

Fourthly,  The  iaipeftftgof  law«  fo  to  biiidet»nfdcnce  as  the 
lawes  of  Chrift  do>hcre  te  AritichrJftiamfine. 

Th^'s  ia  Ajttirtiriftiamfine)  «ftd Aat  not  onely  becaufc  thcfc 
things  art  diredtly  a^iuft  tht  head-ftiip  of  Chrift,  but 
becaufe  thefe  tfeil^  do  fa  up  another  head  too;  and  fo  the 
word  AHtichrifi  may  (igtrffie  as  Weil  j^  4n^  toh  infiead^Chc^ 
(forfoai'ti,  the  Grectoefignifiothjfoinetimetts  weU,jftr^«|'^)f 
as  9f  hujnhuf  ^  f^cttve^gfMpfirgt-ace^it  h  ;^  ^W  ;fci«e/r(f',.  jn 
in  the  Greekci  g^^^f^^^^f^)  fo  A^kteift  is  ent  that  ifeaflfet 
uphimfelfe  ashead  of  th^  Church  in'fteadof  Chrift,  one  that 
ittdl  clayme  onto  himfelfc  that  liead-ftiip  that  is  proper  onto 
Jefus  Chrift,  and^iot  tote  coitHtmniottted  cotny4ro&^  jdos 
Chrift,    Thitte  Antichriftanifteie. 

Now  the  Ap©(ttifaitiirfwtthe«Xi(rc«? iMfty  Ai^tithtifbinhis 
time,and  thii  lixyft^r  iebf uiigodliiiefltitrfiniquity  did  woft  then; 
but  now  it  comes  t!^  gfcm  to  ft  hei^t  in  that  g^eat  Atftichrift  of 
Rome,  for  (you  know)  in  thefe  fame  are.thc  %ccisilAipg$ 
wherein  he  it  thfe  AnticArift  j  Becaufe  he  obtmdts  Doftrioes, 
Avticks  of  Fakh  updn  the  Church  hy^  his  owne  ^uthbrfty ,;  He 
makes  all  Offices  ot  the  Church tohold  on  hio)  •  And  «ppQint>- 

eth 


DySd^yvjnTKrt^ 


Uhe  frofhifi^ of  H  a  s  i  a.  I  "  ^  ^3 


eth  Laws*  Ordinances  and  Inftiftitioiislikewife  to  hold  Qn  him; 
And  dtuneth  the^ binding  of  Confciences ,  £>  as  iB  proper  to  Jc* 
fts  Chrift*  And  all  thofe  that  hold  thus  on  Antichrift^  and  are  thu$ 
abettersWhim  in  thefe  things.thefc  are  guilty  of' ttus  great  (Inne 
ofAtitichrHliamfair.  That  for  your  right  informadoD  about  the 
itn  of  Antichriftianiiinc.    . 

The  third  coofeque noe*  You  (ay  Chrift  is  the  Head^  but  you 
know  the  Kin^  is  called  the  Head  rf  tie  Chtrch^  in  what  fenfe 
aiswctounderftandthat?  Orhowmay  wecoflietoundecftand 
adgfatthat  Oath  thatis  giren,  of  Sopremocic  ? 

Thefe  things  (my  brethitn)  are  neoeflary  for  information  of 
<Ionfcienoe»  and  tfa^  burthen  lies  4ipon  us  to  make  oot  thefe  as 
decily  unto  you  orwe  can^  that  you  may  go  along  with  the  more 
freysdomc  p^fpirit  and  confcienoe  in  your  wcy^  and  yet  give  every 
onetheirrighttoo*  .  * 

Yoaarecohnbwtherefbre  that  the  Oath  of  Supremaciecame 
into  England  thus :  In  the  time  of  Popeiy,tbe  P€{m;  claimed  unto 
himielfe  the  Head-lhip  of  the  Church  x  He  being  excluded^  thai 
caoiein  that  Oath  to  acknowledge  the  Kuig  er  C^een  the  Head 
of  the  Church,  But  nowycaimuft  know^  Mft,  that  this  tide,  The 
Head ef  the  Chttrch^  as  it  hath  been  attributed  to  the  King,  l^th 
bten  muchabufed,  and  it  hath  given  feme  advantage  to  our  ad- 
verfatiies^fortheKing  isnot  the  Head  of  the  Churct^  neither  as 
Clurift  i8>nor  asthe  Pope  claimed  it« 

-  Not  as  Cteifl^  •  ChrEl  is  the  Hea^  to  governe  unljmitedly. 
IMolimJ^orbdundsdre  fee  to  the  Goverment  of  Chnft,  but 
onely  his  own  mimleihifown  will.  It  isnotib  vvithany  Prince 
in  the  World  >  he  is  not  fe  the  Head  to  governe.  But  all  Govern- 
nolirshsveatwo^bldlimit;  They  are  limited  by  the  Laws  of 
God,  and  they  arelinfit(Mt  by  the  Laws  opman  too. 

Nektier  i»he  tlb  Head,  as  thie  Pope  cballehgeth  unto  himfelf. 
How  i^  that  f  you  will  &y.  In  thefore-named/oure  things,  the 
PepechiUengeth  holding  of  doArines,and  holding  •f  ofEcesi 
^otheli){e,aponhim.  Offices  doe  not  fo  h^d  upon  jiny  Go- 
veFveurs,u[)onth(?Kfa3g brothers,  asthePopechalknge^h  to 
hold  upon  him.  how  doth  he  challenge  them  to  hold  upon 
him  ?  T*hus,that  all  are  in  him  virti«illy,and  fo  to  be  derived  from 
him  to  otho^s.  And  iqdeed  in  great  part  dbc  many  of  our  Prelats 
Y  2  fay 
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fay  that  they  are  the  head  of  the  Churchy  thus :  that  is,  that  all  the 
offices  hold  on  them^  that  they  are  all  in  them  virtually,  and  fo 
goe  ^om  them  un{o  othersiand  hence  it  is  they  accouut  all  other 
Minifters  but  their  Curats,  and  they  ir.uft  not  pray  but  as  they 
will,  and  doe  nothing  but  what  they  wil.  Why  ?bccaure  they  are 
but  the  irfubftitutes^astfall  offices  were  virtually  in  them^nd  fo 
came  firom  them  unto  others;whereas  every  officer  in  theClmrch, 
even  the  meancft,holds  upon  Chrift  the  Head. 

Now  it  is  true»in  the  civill  State  in  fome  ienfe  Jt  may  bee  faid 
that  the  officers  of  the  Common*  wealth  are  in  a  kinde  virtually 
intheKing,hebeingthe  fiipteame^  butyoumuftnot  thinke  that 
ail  are  thus  virtually  in  him  in  Church  affaures^for  if  they  were  vir-- 
tuallyinhim,then  he  could  himjfelfe  difpencechofe  things  that 
others  by  virtue  of  their  office^can  but  that  he  cannot,  as  to  give 
the  Sacrament  and  thelike. 

But  how  is  he  the  head  then,  or  in  what  fenfemay  wee  quiet 
our  confdences  in  acknowledging  the  King  to  be  the  head  of  the 
Church? 

Onely  thus  he  is  fiid  to  be  the  headybecaufe  he  is  the  fiiprearae 
togovcmeinaciviliway,notoncly  the  Civill  State  butevenaf- 
faires  that  belong  to  the  Church  too.  We  doe  not  deiiy  the  po- 
wer of  Princes  even  in  affidres  that  belong  to  the  Church.  And 
becaufe  he  isthe  fiipreame  in  that  civill  power ,  ta  governe  in  a 
civill  way  by  civill  La  ws,fo  as  to  fee  Chrift  not  dilhi^uttd ,  i> 
as  to  feepe  wt  Idolatry^to  proteft  the  Church>  to  poniih  enormi- 
ties that  are  there^to  defend  it  firom  enemies.-  In  that  feaf  e  be  is 
faid  to  be  the  head,  but  that  title  of  iiipreame  Govemour  being 
undetfteod  in  a  civil  way  is  more  proper. 

To  make  that  a  littleout  unto  you^that  there  is  hmt  fuprema- 
cie  inthis,notoiiely  int{iectyill*State  but  inChutch  afibires :  for 
we  muft  not  exdjudethe  Kiiig  quite  out  of  all  Chucdh  i^res^  as 
(bme  would  doe»nowedocnot;  but  though  we  would  infbnne 
yourconiciencesaright^yet  we  would  not  b^any  meaneS  take 
av^y  any  lawfull  power  God  liath  putintx)  mm.  Now  thathee 
hath  power  even  in  Church  af!aires».there  are  many  xeafibos^  that 
folly  move  me  to  be  perfwaded  in  it. 

The  fifft  that  I  (hall  name,  I  think  it  willeaft  prevail  (though  it 
be  the  moft  ordinary )  with  them  that  mak^moft  do)ibt  of  it>  ther- 

fore 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I  tke  Fr0pkefie  cfHo^  ^  K.  \    165 


1. 


fore  I  wil  not  ftuid  upon  it,only  name  it  .We  know  that  all  along 
kmong  the  Jews  in  the  time  of  the  OWTcftament^he  Governors 
tbere,and  Ku^  and  Princes  had  power  in  aflaires  that  belot^  to 
the  Church  as  well  as  to  the  State.But  this  I  fay  I  doe  not  thinke 
to  be  the  greateft  ftrcngth  in  this  point,  efpecially  to  pcrfwadc 
thejn  that  make  any  iCruple  of  it,  they  will  tell  us  that  the 
power  tticr^  was  but  Ty picall  and  the  like ,  and  fo  bindeth  not 
now. 

There  are  tiierefore  other  reafons  that  perfwade  the  fame 
thing. 

The  fitft  is  thf »,  bccaufe  I  finde  that  in  the  prophets,  where  we 
havea  prophe(ie  of  the  ftateof  tlie  Charch  in  the  times  of  the 
Gofpell,  God  doth  promife  that  he  will  make  Kings  to  be  their 
nmrfing  fathers^  and  Sjuenes  to  be  their  Httrfmg  withers.  Now  if 
they  be  to  be  surfing  Bithersof  the  Church,  fiireiy  they  muft  have 
fome  influence  by  their  power  into  it. 

Secondly,  that  place  in  Rom.  13.  fpeakes  indifierently  and  faith,  2. 
Jfe  is  the  Mini  fier for  thy  good,  ft  doth  not  fay  for  this  good  or  that 
gpod/or  this  civiU  good  or  Ecdefiaft'call  good ,  but  ^^  lif  tht  Mi- 
ni^trfor  thy  good j[Gt  all  gpod  nnto  thee  fo  far  as  his  power  can 
reach.  It  is  a  hard  thins  you  know  (if  men  will  put  us  uiitoic^ 
^  to  fhcw  in  the  New  Idtament  the  power  that  Kiiigs  had,becau|e 
there  was  then  no  King.but  Heathens,  yet  faith  he ,  they  are  Mi- 
niftcrs  fof  thy  good,and  he  fpeakes  to  ChrifUans. 

,BQtthirdly,and  that  which  yet  may  fcemeto  have  more  in  it, 
I  finde  this  io  theNcw.Teflament  that  Saint  PatU  when  Bl  was 
aqoiied  .by  his  brethren  in  matters  of  Religion,  he  did  appeale  un- 
to C^fitTy  ji£t.2$.9.  who  was  a  Heathen  Magiftrate,  his  accufati- 
on  was  in  matters  of  Religion^in  queftions  about  their  Law  >  and 
about  one  J  b  s  u  s  that  was  dead,whom  Paftl  atfirmcd  to  be  alive. 
Andyetinhisanfwertothofe things  he  appealeth  unto  C^/Sir, 
therdfbre  there  is  (bme  what  that  C^fur  hath  to  doe  in  over^oo^ 
kingoftheaffiuresof  the  Church,  that  coocernes  the  wayts  of 
Religion* 

But  you  will  fay,  'How can  he  be  a  competent  Judge  ?  Can 
Cafar  a  Heathen  be  a  competent  }\xdgi^  in  aaatjcrs  of  Religion  ? 
Is  that  poflible  ?  Or  fuppofe  that  a  CTOvcrnqur  be  wicked,<;an  he 
be  a  competent  Judge  in  matters  of  Religion  ?. 

Y  3  In. 
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laafwcr,  the  widiednefie  pfa  GoveiaiQ*:,  though  he  bee  ft 
Heathen,  yet  lofeth  not  his  power  ,  hfc  htth  ftiU  a  true  and 
lawfull  poiver;yea  he  hath  ibmeoverngbtm  things  that  conr 
certie  Ckifch  amires- 

How  can  that  iae? 

Chriftianity  gives  nottbeauthoricy  J«t  intbles  to  execute  that 
authority , a  heathen  magiftrate  hath  audiority^it  is  his  dg^  to  fee 
thatChriftians  be  not  wronged,and  if  he  doth  not  it  is  his  fin^but  it 
he  becomes  a  ChriftiaA,  heis  the  better  able  to  do  what  he  ought, 
but  thisputs  not  the  power  into  him. 

But  if  a  man  be  wicke<^  and  ondeiftiuids  not  the  things  oHhe 
€%utch3hawcanhe  bea/udge? 

Thuf.  Though  the  King  be  not  a  competent  judge  of  the 
Principles  upon  which  the  Church  gocs^  whether  right  or  nOj  he 
Jiath  not^kitt  to  do  that bein^  fuck  aone :  yet  hemay  ha?e  ability 
to  fudge  between  man  and  man,  whether  one  doth  wrot^  totfac 
other  yea  or  no^and  that  in  mattersof  Religion.  As  thus ;  though 
he  doth  not  thinke  thcPrinciples  upon  which  they  goe  to  be  right, 
yethecan  jad^  whether  according  to  thofe  Principles  they  do 
right  one  toanother,whether  according  to  their  Priicipleia  they 
doe  noie  wrongone  the  other.  And  this  is  a  gtrat  matter  to  be  ab^ 
to  judfeandtppuriifti  wfthcivill  puniflimcBt  when  any  of  the 
Church  wroiigs  his  brother  agamft  the  l^rinciples  that  himfelft 
dothprofefle.    •  ■   .  ' . 

Asfor  e«amj)kjthough  he  bdnot  a  flhyfitlan,  he  doth  not  tin-- 
•defftafid  thediC^enoe  betwwri  the  paj;fon  and  a  whol^lbmfe 
medicine,  yetWhen  thingparebmughtDeferehin^^^  Ae-maybea 
competent'}udge,hy  evidence  fo  as  to  condeoane'^  Phy{kian  that 
hath  poyfoned  a  man  mftead  of-givingof  him  whblcfome  Phy- 
ficke.  And  that  obj e<*ion  againft  his  competericyin  jtt|giog  tothc 
affairs' 6t  the  Chupqh  hath  n»9  more pow^rtheirifffiOiouUlhavie 
be-eii  ob>>(*edth3(the  muft  not/udgle^iporf  aPhy{itiaii,tvhethwhe 
hath  poyfoned  a  man  or  no>becau(e  he  himfelf  is  not  a^Phyfitian. 

Thus  we  have  done  withthefe  three  confequents  that 
follow. upon  the  opening  of  the  head-lhip  of  Chrift  in  point  of 
his  governement.  Afid  no wlwe  fee  more  detfly  how  Chrift  is 
head  and  none 'but  Chrift,  and  what^ory  wearetogivcunto 
Chrift  as  the  head  of  the  Church. 
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There  is  one  thing  mcfc  belongs  to  the  hwd-ftiip  of  Chrift 
whieh  muft  not  be  p^StA  i^,thoi^h  it  be  not  fefiiliy  aimed  at  in 
the  text  «s  what  hath  already  been  ftid^aid  that  istfae  influence  of 
fpirituaUliie^that  connes  undo  the  Chorchl^Cfarifl:  the  head,  as 
the  aniniaU-J^kitscwnefromthchcad  tothemenobers. 

And  this  is  the  ver}-  reafon,  firft,  why  grace  in  the  Saints  is  of 
fuch  a  beauttfiill  and  glorious  nature  a.s  it  is,  becaufe  it  comes 
from  Chrift  the  head.  Secondly ,  this  is  the  reafon  of  that 
powerand  efficacy  that  there  is.Dtgr$ice  in  the  Saints,  becaufe  it 
comes  from  Cfirift  the  hearf.  •  Thirdly,^  this  is  alfo  the  reafon 
why  grace  in  the  Saints  is  of  fuch  an  everlafting  nature,  and  that 
beyo]:id  that  oiAddm.  It  inch  more  beauty  t  hoi  the  grace  Addm 
had,and  it  hath  more  power  and  efticacy  then  the  grace  Adam 
had,a!nd  it  rs  of  a  inore  cyerlaftmg  nattu^then  that  wvs^i^nan  this 
ground,becaufethegracrofthc  Sdnts.  faoldeth  upon  Chrift  the 
headi  and  harh  an  influence  from  Chrift,  God-man  in  a  fpeckll 
and  peculiar  way^fbch  an  inflnenoe  as  Adam  had  not.  This  is  the 
exceHencycff  grace  in  tfce  Saints. 

AndtooonckidetJiispokitcffdieHeadfhipofCbrift.  Thera- 
rfier  hithGod  tfce-Filhrifihiis  «dva^Ktd.  Chrift  to  be  the  Head, 
becaufe  he  was  willing  to  ftoop  fo  low,  f©  be  as  a  woime  under 
foot^for <b  he  fiutk  of nimfci&,iV^. 2i.i{»  lAm  a  vm-tM,  Andn$ 
nhw.  Cbdft  tKNtslow  in  his<>wxie0yts^  andiiflbmTtted  himfelfe 
t«£idiiicc»idition,  aiadnowbehcddl  the  Father  iiatfa  ftduanced 
him,f&lr4bitisfaid  £phef.i;23i.G0dikulrm0de  hirnhf^Urvtraa 
hS;ib^)^^^)i'iMdd  him  hcniikce  princ^?alitics^flDui:poiAWs,and 
domtmi^s,  ^r  Abgels,md  ot^raU  men  and  all  thiogs  intfae 
Catut^Vi^'^^Yaneedlumto'thisbishandi^  wt 

fee  fomewhat  of  it  now,  and  we  imll '  fiee  snore  gloriouOy  tfaf 

Ih«hit8^<!5^tfie  Padidr ^4wh  fiiew  tbatrail^hach  doak  with 
faU  ^ns^e/ft>  tiit^  VU*^ng't<^  deale  WJ&  the  Mejxdieis  6f  hia  ^n> 
iaa  prib^mtien.  His,Soiifie;thati was  'wsUidgttiobe takxw  and 
tindetSoot,i^no  w  adi^ced  to  foc^  hifh  g^ry  mt^ 
ftndyetU,andfabmktmt<yliiinl  iiitttiberwiliu^tolyeloiuir^afid 
^(bX!^Wbt^i^^  by  tohindkked  ^ciiiurt- 

^odly  in  the  w;orld ;  though  wedinnbt  np«15l  m^h?  advaooed  to 
^lidid,yet  We  may  expc^t<>be^f«hc»dtp:gloi7  And  dignity* 
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-^  ■■  ■    I  ■■  ■  t  ■■  I  1 1 1         .■■  ■  III         ■■II        ■    ■■■■  I  ■ 

You  kiiow  what  God  (aid  to  SmhI^  *i  S^m.  1 5 .  fVhen  then  werf 
litiU  in  thine  own  ejis  then  1  made  thee  King.  The  Icflb  any  ot  us 
are  in  our  own  eycs^the  more  are  we  like  to  be  advanced  byGod, 
for  God  will  obferve  a  proportion  betweeji  his  dealings  with 
Chrift  the  head,and  his  dealings  with  all  his  members.  . 


T^he  Seyenth  LeBure^. 

Ho  s  B  A  I.  II.  the  latter  part  ot  the  verfe. 

And  0f feint  themfelves  ene  HedJ,  and  thej  Jbdi  ceme  uf  c$tt  efthe 
Lam,  for  great  JhoB  he  the  day  of  lezreel. 

f  . 

Thej  JbaB  [[appoint]  themfelves  one  Head. 
%  (P^</^.i.22.  itisfaid^  God  gave  Chrift  to  be  Head 

y  ^    eueraUtUngstotheChmrck.^QifithNkWytf^AA 

1  L    htxcthzttlxj  fiaU  f  appoint]  $0  themfelves  one 

«(  W    Headi 

&  I       It  is  time,  God  the  Father  hath  advanced  his 

Soiiyand  extolled  him  above  all  tbingf  ^  and  bath 
given  him  to  be  Head  over  all:  but  yet  when  the  Ghutch^  when 
the  Saiiits  (hall  choofe  this  Chriil  to  be  their  Headj  when  they 
(hall  come  in  freely  9  and  wUlingly  fubmit  themfelves  unto 
Chrift,  Uftit^  him  up  above  all^  honouring  his  ordinances,  la ws, 
inftitmions,aependin^  upon  him  for  li^;  They  are  itid  to  ap- 
point Chrift  to  be  their  Head. 

As,  though  Gods  eternall  Decree  hath  made  himlelf  to  be  the 
Cod  of  his  Saints,  yet  when  the  Saints  doe  thoo(fcGod  to  be  their 
God,  God  doth  account  himfeUe  to  be  made  their  God  by  them: 
they  make  God  to  be  their  God  in  chooiing  of  him.  So  though 
Chrift  by  the  Father  be  appointed  to  be  the  He^d  over  aU,  yet  the 
aftcof  the  Cimrch  inchoofiog  Chrtf^  and  comming  to  him 
-f  redy,  and  fiibmtttin|  untojiim  as  tp  the  Headi  is  accounted  even 
an  appointingof Chrift  to  be  Hoad. 
•    This  is  that  happy  work  whkh  the  Saints  have  been  doini?,and 
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which  we  are  to  doe »  and  they  will  doe .  to  the  end  of  the  worlds 
appointing  Chrift  aHead.  Though  there  be  fome  fpeciall  time 
that  this  Text  hath  reference  uiito  (of  which^by  and  by)  yet  in 
all  Ages  o(  the  Church,  when  the  Saints  doechoofeChrifl;  to  be 
their  Head,  they  are  faid  to affci»t  him. 

Let  us  joyne  in  this  blefled  work,  an  honourable  work  for 
aeatures  to  appoint  the  Lord  Jfi  sus  to  be  Head  over  them. 
Let  us  fay  as  Hujhai  did  in  another  cafe,  a  Sam.  1 6.ii.Him  vihom 
the  Lord^and  this  ftpplcyiiitd  all  the  msn  of  Ifrael  choofiffirKing^ 
hu  mil  1  beydndvnth  him  wiB  J  diidc.  So,  He  whom  tSod  the 
Father  Ihall  give  to  be  Head  overall  thii^^him  whom  thd  Saints 
have  in  all  times  chofen  for  their  Head ,  it  is  he  that  (hall  be  our 
Head  and  our  King,  his  will  wee  be,  and  with  him  will  wee 
abide. 

Let  us  give  Chrift  the  preheminence  above  all,  prizing  his  ^or 
vernirent,  his  ordinances  above  all  the  combrts  we  have  in  this 
Vfodd.Pfal,  I  ^y.6.  If  1  frcfcrnpt  lerMfaUm  abavi  mjchiefe  joj. 
The  words  are  in  the  Originall,  JfJ  makf  not  Ur^faUm  to  afiend 
above  the  head  of  my  joy  •  Whatfoever  \%  high  in  our  thoughts^as  a 
Headset  Chrift  be  above  it;  Chrift  m  his  ordinances  muft  be  ^r 
bpyte  the  head  of  our  joy. 

For  otherwife  he  is  not  a  Head  unto  us.  If  you  invite  a  man 
bf  quality  to  your  table,though  you  provide  never  fuch  chearfor 
him,yet  if  you  ftiould  fet  any  people  of  meane  quality  above  him^ 
he  WQttldpot  regard  al^your  conrtefies.  When  you  tender  up  any 
thing  uQtoChrifts  wh.nyou  fcemeto  entcrtaine  him  .with  the 
greatcft  refpcd,  vet  if  there  be  any  thing  you  fet  above  hiiBi  cfpe^ 
cially  if  a  vile  li^  be  fet.  abovehim ,  he  cares  not,  forall  your  en- 
tertainmetit. 

Wlc  reade  in  that  Qela^  19,  (t;he  pkce  wt  rmj^de  ufe  qf,in  opc- 
nkigtJte  former  ppiqt)  that  there  w^ijei^kflSigl^ll^^^ 
ingef  the  Head '^  Whatisthat!?  ^eojiqiip.  jdiey^&avemorjelionuul: 
to  An^^  then  we^s  due  unto  them.  It  is  f|K>k^n  about  the  wot- 
fkippm^pf  Angels,thoughneyQfuchgl9rious»  creatures^  yet  by  * 
over--priziogthQr.^oiQ4|i)«f  tpgoldot  the  Head.  What,is  thegir 
vio^ttO^At  hpn<^ur  t4}Ang|l^(f90ugh«^  take  luqiffromChrift  the 
Head?  f^crtniilly.ti^ijthoprq^  felVesjbqforeour  vilip 

andbaUelufts,  dki  iaada  fuot^e  takei^ofilfrom  holding  Chrift  to 
be  the  Head.     -  Z       *  *  Let 
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Let  us  look  at  allthc  oHkes  and  ^dinancfS  ofChrift^  tskoldiog 
upoi!!  htm  the  Hcfad,  fas  vou  heard  bcfotc)  t&at  fe^  we  ma}^  h#fe.a 
more  reverent  eftecmcbl  them. 

Let  as  depend  upon  him  for inflaenccofliiej  and  not  depend 
upon  means.  • 

Let  us  ifaaniftft  in  our  cbnverfation  the  fpiric  and  life  that  wee 
hay  (received  ftom  inch  a  Head  as  Chrift  is,  that  we  may  noc  be  a 
diftionourtotfais  our  Head. 

I  remember  Chryfofiome  in  his  Comment  upon  that  fit  ft  of  the 
£^i!rf/r/<«/,6yes,in^bis  regard  we  mnft  be  better  then  Angek^vca 
greater  then  Arch-angds,  and  he  hath  three  eioft  excetteortex-* 
piiefllons  about  this,  that  Chriftkns  (hould  take  heed  of  Mjk9n9m^ 
ring  Chrifithtir  HraJ. 

l*irft,faithhe,(lippofea  man  had  a  precious  Diadem  upon  bis 
head,  or  acrowneof  gold  y  that  would  be  fome  aigoment  luito 
him  to  makehim  take  heed  of  doing  thin^  unworthy  of  that  or« 
niimeut  thit  isupon  his  head :  but  we  (iaith  he)  have  not  a  Dia* 
dem,  we  have  not  a  crowne  c^goidupoa  oor  heads,  wee  have 
ChriftHmfelfetobe  our  Head,  thereforelet  us  doe  nothing  un- 
worthy of  thisour  Head. 

Secondly,  he  hath  this  expreffion.  O  the  facMeur  (Gdth  htydM 
God  aflfordeth  unions  in  this  1  the  thoujght  of  this  were  enough 
to  terrifie  us  from  fin,  more  then  the  fetting  of  hell  it  fctfc  before 
our  eyes.  Andindeed  ib  it  is.  The  right  underftandingc^Chrift 
to  be  bur  Head,  and  wehavingroncere  an  muon  Wkh  bAm^^  is  dt 
pdwett6teffifieus*6nrfblll6retHenthe*feghtofhefl,ifit^ 
oeforeus*  *  '   ' ,  :  -• 

Thirdly,  hegoes^on  farther.  Saith  he.  What,  is  Chriftyour 
head?  do  you  know  next  unto  whom  this  yourbesiddotfcfitiii 
heav^en?  U  ^enot  platedit  theriglft  hand  of  thc^atkier  above  all 
principalities^^  t^o#etftPAtid  Ifaal  the  ni^ftiberiof  tfais-lieid  ht 
trampled  atfoo'bjrthedlvcM?<jedfbrWd.      '         :  .  ,  .  • 

Andyetiohondur'fhe'headasto^ve  dile^onotff'lSiewifeM 
atl  tliat  are  under  bim,to  thtofethat  hbhath  placed  for  tbe^idtti- 
iiiftration  of  any  t>rdinanfccof  MiHtti«5**rf''W 
pretence  of givIn|^hfSt  iffl^htf  li6nddF,dl(%kbiM^  i 

TctovrtfusbyGhrift.  Wfeliaveatiitdtte^tpi^ffliW^ftiie^A- 
ponle J^^/^  t  Cvy';t;t^4lfifhei^repiofii^'ehfr ^ifletiti^^ 
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CiiuDdi  of  Coctnth  5  Thfrt  ^e  fame  ((aith  he)  that  faj  we  are  of 
f\a$il^tnd  others  we ar^  of  Afcllo^and  others  fald^we  are  of  Cefhas , 
dmlotib^rfweareefChriJt.  Why j  are  thefe  all  blaoiied  ?  how 
xdiddthofetiiat^acltluitthey heldufChriftbe blamed?  Itisap- 
pacmttHat  the  ApoBjeUtmrstliein  all ,  as  well  tlioie  that  ftld 
they  did  hoU  of.  Chrift^-as  thaic  tha^faid  they  did  holdipf  Paul, 
or  ApoiMe^a:  C^di. 
Howisthat? 
Thus.  AjnoDgfttke  Corinths  there  were  (bme  that  mad«  di- 
vjfiobfi^^Come  -wesc  for  fome  oSi^et/jih^s  for  others ;  we  ace  for 
?4if/faidfolkie»wefbr^lp«A#&jd^^^  CefbM,  and 

for  ^ur  pacts  (fatd  others^  we  arc  iSbr  nope  of  them  all  ^  we  are 
inaAerfor^Mi,  norior 44fo/lo^vot foe. Ce fha^ ,  but  wearefor» 
Chrift^ whatacetn«? wl«t are'ofiicers?  whatare Ordinances? 
what  areall]du)i^oD$?Cfariiiis all if^  d( unto-us^he is  our head^ 
and  weiurecoAitAeit  ioihim^tnd  wt  hcdd  upon-hij^fi  ».W€,vc  for 
ndlbcrof ailtfac  other.Thde«reiblamfldas  well  as  the  other.  We 
muft  fo  faoiduponChrift^^  ye$  to  gi vea^  due  honour  to  theOrdi- 
^wnces^tothc  inftrtatioos^toihe  officers  and^fices  of  Chrift. 

Yet  Lconiefle  when  ai^  thtf  tr^inChriftsiftead  to-di(pence 
hisordmancesointo  us,  ift&oypioovetotie  wicked  >  of  all  people 
in  the  world  they  aretbejnoft  contemptible)  and  a  juft  judges 
ioetit  of.God  itis  upon  them*  MfyfP*  1 5  •  The  ancient  and  honon^ 
Totlejieii  thehead^MMdthePrpfhet  that  teachetb  lies  Jie  is  the  taile. 
Marl^^the?r«ipiKt  tberefpcakes  ^nft  thofe  that  wcrein  place 
wipower,thoaghthey;wejwnai)ght,7etftill  they  retained  the 
nwnt  of  ancient  and  hanomtHMe,  but  the  Profhet  that  teacheth 
liesyOL  contemptible  xitmeis  put  upon  him ,  he  is  the  taile  ^  no 
gtnecation  in  thewodd  more  contemptible  then  thofe  when 
oneethoyd^llMierate.  ^ 

fiat  yofsi  wiUfiyythoBfih  theyyHioQldbe  ^ile.in  their  liyes>yet  the 
wickednefle  ^f  tben^tftre  ip^ofiice  ^otLnot  binder  the  vir- 
tue and  eflicacie  of  the  ordinances^. it  depends  not  upon  them. 

Tracydteeffiaicie  ef  no  Ordinance  depends  upon  men,  and  it  is 
noteitherbecauiethcMinifterisvile>  or  Communicants  are  vile 
thatcommmicste  with  you  ihat  c«n  hiniisr  the  virtue  oi  an  Or- 
dinance. If  the  Church  contrad  no  guilt  upon  themfelvesby 
retainingruchinplaoe«  andbynotcauiagoutiiidias  doe  come 
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into  communion  Wit h  them.  Take  but  that  for  granted  that  there 
is  no  guilt  contrafted :  It  is  not  the  r/ickedneffe  then  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  or  of  the  people  that  hindersthe  eflBcacie  of  any  Ordinance 
at  all.  But  if  it  prove  that  there  bee  guilt^ontrafted  upon  the 
Church  through  the  negligence  of  their 'duty  this,  way,  then  the 
cafe  is  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Corinth,  i  Cor. $.6;  A  linle  Uavcn 
leaveneth  the  whole  iump^whzt  is  that  whole  lump  but  their  Com- 
munion ? 

But  was  not  Chrift  the  Head  before^  bccaufe  now  itisfaid, 
They  jhall  appoint  themfelvei  one  Head  f  It  is  f  peken  of  a  glorious 
time  when  the  Jews  iliall  be  called  again,  and  Ifrael  and  Judah 
fhalljoyne  together.  Now  tArjr  JbaH appoint  themfelves  one  head^ 
Chrillto  be  their  Head.  Chrift  was  the  head  to  the  Fathers  un- 
der the  Law,  how  now  is  he  appointed  their  head  ? 

Chrift  indeed  was  a  Head  to  the  fore-fathers,,  but  now  in  the 
times  of  the  Gofpell,  efpecially  at  thefc  times  that  arc  fpokeh  of 
here ,  at  the  calling  of  the  jewes,  iand  that  glorious  time  thatt 
(hall  be  then,  Chrift  will  app  care  to  be  a  Head  in•anotherman- 
^er,togoverrieinanotherway,farmore  glorioufly  then  now  he 
doth,  and  far  more  influence  ot  grace  and  light  will  come  from 
him  unto  his  members  then  now%  Though  Chrift  hath  alwayes 
beene  aHead  to  his  Church ,  yet  there  is  a  time  comming.when 
the /event  h  *1  rumet  ftiall  be  founded  (  fpoken  o{  Revel,  il .  1 5 .  j 
when  that  voice  mall  be  heard  that  yet  was  never  heard.  The 
Kingdomes  of  the  earth  are  the  Lords  ^ani  Us.  Chrifis,  atul  hefidS 
reignefor  evermore.  A  time  comoling  wherein  ChnftftiaU  iky 
unto  his  pcoplejT^  him  that  ov&commeth  1  will  grsmt  to  ft  with 
me  in  my  Throne^even  as  1  alfo  overcame  and  am  Jet  downe  mthmy 
Father  in  his  Throne,  The  Throne  that  Chrift  fits  upon  now,  18 
his  Fathers  Throne ;  he  doth  not  call  it  his ,  and  at  the  day  of 
judgement  the  Sicripturetelsus  thdt  h£,i)^iii  ^ivenpthe  King-- 
d$me  unto  his  Father.  There  is  a  time  therefore  fi:>rtbe  Thrc«)e 
ot  Chrift  to  be  here  finther  then  it  hath  beene,  which  Chrift  hath 
pronjifcd  totbofe that  doeovcrcoaie.  A  time  comming  when 
thtTC  Ihal  be  heard  the  noifrjci^AonAy  oHmany  water s^x  as  ^migh' 
tjthunder^ptjing^Alklnjah^the  LordGodOmmpotenf  reigneth^ 
He  fballl  be  a-'He'ad  another  Way: 

Now  if  it  bee  true,  that  Chrift  himfelfc  is  appointed  by  the 
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Church  to  be  hctd^then  the  officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Church 
flioidd  not  thinkemuchtobe  appohited  in  their  places  by  .the 
Church  too.  It  is  true ,  their  otncts  jiold  on  Chrifl;  the  Head, 
but  the  defignation  of  the  per(bns  it  mufl:  be  from  fome  Church- 
woike  oi  other.  Who  oft  he  Churchy  (hould  do  i  t,  we  do  not  now 
lift  to  enter  into  any  fuchcontroveiiie,  but  that  there  muftbee 
more  than  a  civill  ad  to  make  any  man  that  was  not  before  in  the 
place  of  a  Paflor  or  teacher  of  a  Church,  now  to  be  fb^fome  what 
toxnakemyconicience  toyeeld  and  fubmitunto  him  as  an  offi- 
cer that  jESiisCHRisT  hath  placed  over  me,  fome  Chiirch- 
worke  there  certainly  rfuft  be  in  this  :  Chrift  himfclfe  would  be 
appointed  a  head  by  his  pcoplCjthat  they  might  fubmit  to  him  the 
more  chearfuUy,and  give  glory  to  him  with  the  more  fireedome  of 
fpirit.  And  as  for  all  fuch  as  {hall  thruft  themfclvcs  upon  a  peo- 
ple,nomairvailc  though  they  complain  of  want  ofrefpeft  from 
theJ% or 0/ their goii^  away  from  them.  Theynever  did  any 
thing  towards  the  appointing  them  ofHcers  over  them. 

ifisy  fhalappoint  themfelves  a  head.Not  force  Chrift  upon  o- 
thcrs  by  fire  and  fword.  Heretiques  are  to  bee  burnt  with 
fire  (  bxxh,  Lnthtr )  but  with  what  fire  ?  the  fire  of  cha- 
ritie« 

ThejJhaJlMfp^inf  to  themfelves.  L^t  others  doe  what  they  wil, 
let  others  choofe  what  head  they  pleafe,  yet  the  Saints  will  ap- 
point to  themfelves  the  Lord  Chrift  to  be  their  head,  thcjf  will 
bkfk  them/elves  in  Chrift^he  (hall  be  a  head  unto  us,  whatfoever 
he  be  unto  others.  Others  it  may  be  will  choofe  unto  themfelves 
other  heads,but  theSaints  fay  as  thcyinMicah  4. 5 .  ^//  ftople  viU 
valke  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  God ,  and  we  will  walks  in  the 
tfameofthe  Lord  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.  Other  people  they 
wilJ  walke  in  their  way es>and  choofe  to  themfelves  fuch  as  they 
mayhavempfl  liberty  under,  they  perhaps  thinke  the  govern- 
mentof  Chrift  to  bee  too  ftrift  for  them,  but  for  us  we  will  bltffe 
our  felves  inour  Chrift,we  will  never  proftitute  our  confcienccs 
fo  to  men^^to  lufts  and  humors  as  we  have  done,  it  is  Chrift  ftiall 
be  our  bead  and  we  wil  fubmit  unto  him,  it  is  he  that  is  our  Law- 
giver. Secreta  mea  mecnm(it  is  an  Hebrevv.proverb)  my  fecret  ia 
withmyjelfe ,  what  good  we  fiiide  in  Chrift  it  is  to  our  fc Ives ; 
LetChiiftbe^y?jyw^//«g-^/tfcitand^r(?ciE;(?/  offence  to  ot\m%y  to 
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They  dial  appoint  to  themitlves  one hi^.  Bat  onc;T4ie  Chmch 
IS  not  a  Mcxtftercf  dtvers  heads.  It  hath  bat  one  heacL  There 
cannot  be  a  minifteriail  head  oFthe  Church,  Cbrift  ]$4ilwayes 
pr^nt,aiidbathleftliislaweswith  his  people,  if  weoonfider 
the  differerce  between  EccidiafticaU  power  and  Civil  p<}rwer>wc 
(hall  ^eit  cleare  tha»  there  caonot  bea  minifteriall  liead  of  tJie 
Church^  indeed  there  is  axx>ntradiftioii  in  the  verymention  of itai 
Hiinifteri all  head  ?  it  is  ab^d  to  fpeake  it )  It  i  s  true  in  the  ^fvill 
pa  wer,  it  is  not  againft  any  irftitutioA  of  Ckrift  that  thereihooUL 
be  one  head  over  all  the  world,  nor  againft  any  law  •  But ^  to 
have  oue  head  over  the  Cfoffcb,  yea  to  Kave  anv  general!  officeis 
over  all  the  Chnrches  ("to  challenge  a  headrftiip)  itcafuiotbe* 
Thereaibnis,  becauie  there  can  be  no  delegation  of  power  that 
belongs  to  the  Church.  There  may  bea  delegation  ofaCivffl 
power,one  man  may  be  King  over  manyCountceyes^andlie  mav 
appoint  fubditntesunder  htm,  and  delegate  them  tbatthey  fhall 
Dtticiate  under  him.  There  is  no  fiicfa  matter  in  the  Chnrd)>there 
is  no  delegat  ion  •f  power  from  one  to  another.  Grantbutonoe 
■delegation  of  the  teaching  power  here  you  ftablifliAra^-r^j/fifciBBry ; 
graiit  but  delegation  of  the  ruling  power  and  you  preiendy 
eftablidi  a  papacy.  There  is  nofiich  tinng  therefore.  - 

Againe,thecivillpowerisbyway6fcoaftk)n,  aMagiftrateis 
not  alwayts  bound  to  give  a  reafon  of  his  in/unftions,  he  may^ 
wayofcompulfionre^ire  obedience.  £ut  Church  power  is  tb 
deale  with  confcience ;  and  therefore  every  one  that  hath  v»} 
power  niuft  ofticiat  himfelfe,  and  deale  withthecenfciences  of 
men  to  pei  fwade  and  to  inftruft- 

Thcfe  two  things  being  granted  it  is  impoflible  tbatthtrecan 
be  a  head  over  all  the  Churche9,yea  or  over  many. 

But  one  ;Wcmuft/oyne  nothing  with  Jesus  Christ^ 
in  the  way  of  his  head-flaip.  As  AUxtindcr  laid  to  ©^riw, 
when  he  i^nt  unto  him  that  he  would  be  willing  to  di- 
vide the  Kingdom ;  No,  faith  Jlexdnder^  there  is  but  one  Sun  in 
the  firmament,and  there  can  be  but  one  King  in  a  kingdome.  So 
faith  Chrift,  but  one  head ;  He  head  alone  or  no  head  at  all :  no- 
thii*^  muft  be  joyned  with  him  as  head.  Indeed  the  heathen 
gods  were  contented  to  divide  their  honours,  and  to  have  but 
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ibme>aDd other  to fatYelbae otter :  and  faeoce  the  Scmtcot  M^me 
rejefted  Chrift  from  taking  hsm  in  to  be  a  Gecl,after  th^  confiik- 
ed  about  it,  for  iaid  they,  if  Chrift  come  to  be  acknowledged  a 
God,he  will  not  (hare  with  the  reft , he  wUl  have  all  hioifelf,  and 
^  uponthiareafon  thty  refufed  htm*  Thus  do  many  rejeA  Chrift 
fbrahead,  andforaGod^hecaule  Chrift  will  not  ihare  wit  ho- 
thers ;  he  muft  be  but  one. 

And  afpedall  heipe  ia  hereto  onr  f^ith  in  looking  up  to  Chrift 
for  helpe  and  pioteftion  \^q  aU  meancs  faile  (1  befeech  you  I 
ofa^etT&it^  What,  doth  Chrift  require  ot  usthat  welhould  make  | 
him  head  alone  and  joyne  nothing  with  htm  as  h«d  ?  Then  we 
may  weU  expeft  (mm  turn  in  aU  our  wanta,A  piottAion^and  that 
healont  fhould  helDena;orotherwife,  the  condition  ofa  Chri* 
ftian  were  the  worlt  condition  in  the  world,  were  worfethen 
the  cc»idicion  of  a  heathen :  Forthe  gods  of  a  heathen  would  be 
content  tehave  but  jnrt  ofthe  honour  of  the  heact  and  Ufebeeaufe 
they  ccadd  hebebutinpatt.  ifa  heathen  god  fhouldrequire  the 
whole  ibul  to  be  lifted  up  above  all^  and  he  4f^ie  to  behoncHBTi^d^ 
worftiipped  as  a  God>and  y'et  when  it  comes  to  a  matter  of  helpe 
andimieAioi^  hecoulddonodiin^withbutlbnie other  joyned 
with  hin%a  heathen  Aight  well  reak^i  the  caieagainft  him  as  (^ 
ingbim  wrong,certainly  Chrift  wiU  never  wronghis  people,  ib 
1  astochaUcnaefromthemith^they  Chould  lift  up  him  alone,  and 
joy  ne  n0  otMr  with  him,and  yet  wfafin  it  comes  to  thcir  help  and 
iiicconrthflittheceihimldbeneed  to  callin  others  befideshimfclfe 
CO  chch:  help.^  Tfaercfive  as  Chrift  doth  chalknge  it  from  us  to 
tiiake  &im  onrlietdaliine,  fo  we  may  challenge  it  from  Chrift  to 
lielpe  us  alone  whenthere  is  no  other  help  f<Mr  ua. 

Thns^wehiive  fioifhed  both  thehead-(hipofChrift>  and  the 
Chitfcheaappoindnghim  to  be  that  head. 
.  Nowft>llowe5thc:nextmercy»thenezlble0ing,  andtfaatj^ut 
ki  a' w^'^Muidthen  wecometo  thecoQchiGon  of  this  Chaptfr* 

A  tfrrenifMffeftikmfioIermK^t  maket  it  a<omming  up  from 
ttoir  estUy  fenfts^aithly  affeAiona.  jf  vit^  mifinAUiJ[g  Ln^her 
npMMhefjpdbce,  inakesitacuauwngopfrom'their'auiis^eltf^ 
<andodnditi«n. 

^ut  ratlierthus,Cmr  af«iir  a/ri^ /Withat  is>pnt  of  tbdrcsy* 
'•  ^' tivity 
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tirit^*  ludah  and  Ifrael  they  Hiall/oyne  together  in  commingto 
Itrulalem,  and  fo  joync  in  the  fame  kinde  oi  worihip,  as  they 
were  wont  to  come  out  of  all  parts  of  the  countrey  to  worihip 
at  lerufalem,  and  there  were  united  in  one  kinde  of  worftiip,  lb 
they  ftiril  now  come  from  all  parts  of  the  world  wherethey  are 
fcatterec[,aiid  joyne  in  the  fame  way  of  wor(hip,yea  and  it  is  very 
probable  in  their  own  land. 

There  wasatime  when  the  people  of  God  did  fine  fbngsof 
praifein  the  wildtrnefle.  Exod.  15.  But  the  time  ftall  come 
when  they  ihall  do  it  hi  their  own  land  i  and  this  fhallbe  a  blef- 
fing  oi  God  upon  them* 

lfa.i6AJn  thdt  day  JhdB  this  fong  bifunginthe  landoflt^dah^fVc 
have  4  firong  Chy^  jfklvdHon  witt  God  Mfoint  for  waSs  and  bul- 
wark's. Itftiailbefunginthclandofjudah. 

£'C/i^.20.4o.  In  the  momntMnx  of  the  height  oflfrael^  faith  the 
Ltr d  God f  here  fhaUaU  the  houfe  cf  Ifrael^  ail  of  them  im  the  land 
firve  me  f here  will  1  accept  them^  and  there  wilt  I  require  your  ^- 
ferings  ^  and  the  firffifrmtes  of  jour  oblations  ^  with  aU  jour  holj 
things, 

Ezekiel^y,2i.l  wUltaks  the  children  of  Ifrael  from  amm^  the 

heathen  whither  they  begone^and  witt  gather  them  §n  every  fida,  and 

bring  theminto  their  own  land,  r 

This  blefling  hath  God  granted  unto  many  of  his  ftnraiits  this 

day ;  who  never  thought  to  have  feen  their  own  hnd»  their  own 

good  land  :  but  God  hath  bin  pleafcd  to  gather  them  up  that  they 

are  come  not  onely  into  their  own  land^but  they  finde  the  crniet 

and  hearts  of  the  Ss^ints  open  to  imbrace  them^  and  call  them  to 

publike  imployments,  It  was  notlongfincethatthelaod  couldnot 

b«are  them ;  we  hope  that  the  time  may  come  ere  long  that  the 

Lord  Chrift  may  fo  rule  and  that  in  our  liad,that  it  will  as  hxtdXy 

bcare  wicked  and  ungodly  men^u  ithath  borne  the  SaiDts;tbough 

it  were  hard  to  fay  that  there  (houldbe  fo  much  violence  ukd 

even  to  keej)  them  from  fome  finnes^  as  hath  bcene  ufed  bcre  t- 

gatnft  the  Saints  to  keep  them  from  th^ir  God,  yet  time  mty 

come  ere  lone  that  wicked  men  may  be  glad  to  flie  (thoi^  not 

forced  utito  it }  out  of  their  own  choice,into  another  land,  becaufe 

they  cannot  have  the  enjoyment  of  their  luftsfb  freely  here*- As 

the  Saints  have  beene  forced  to  file  out  of  their  land  that  they 

'■ might 
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might  fyrve  the  L(»l  and  keq>e  their  ConTocnces  clear. 

But  we  let  thispfle,  and  come  now  to  the  cloie  of  the  Chap, 
to  the  £j^f  iEr^iiMM  of  it  all  • 

ForgriM$JiaBtetbe  JUj  •/  le^ceL 

They  (hall  appoint  fhemielves  one  head»and  come  iip  out  of  the 
land,/^  gr^ftt,  Licet ^  fe  Tremetim  turnes  it^  ahhoftfh  the  d^y  oF 
i^*rr^/ be  great:  and  indeed  the  Hebrew  particle '5  figniheth 
qndwtvis  as  well  a$  quia^i  mxf  be  tranflated  [dtthoHgh^  aa well 
as  D^'^O  ^'^^^  '^^  tranflat ing  it  fo,  aUh^Mgh  the  ddj  rf  Jc^j^eel  be 

£eat,hc  takes  it  in  this  f  enle^that  is^although  the  peopleof  Ifrael 
all  be  brought  into  great  affliftion,yetGod  will  be  fi>  merdfuU 
then  when  bis  time  cqmes,  as  they  (hall  be  nthered  together 
^in,.  and  appoint  thcm(^lves  one  head,  ana  come  upoutof 
the  land.  And  from  (uchan  inter{>retationof  the  words  there 
might  be  an  excellent  meditation  rai{ed^and  thtt  is  this. 

Thatthegreatnesofthemiferyof  the  Churchisno  hindrance 
to  the  courfe  of  the  freenes  and  abundance  of  Gods  mercy 
to  it. 

Although  the  day  of  7/^rf/,  their  day  be  never  (b  calamitous, 
never  (b  af  Hi<5UveAiever  fo  grievous,  yet  they  (hall  come  up  out  of 
the  land  and  appoint  themfelves  one  head.  The  e^eat- 
nesoftha  Churches  mi(ery  is  no  hinderance  onto  the  Churches 
delivery :  Why?  becaufe  their  deliverance  dq)endeth  upon  a  God 
who  doth  delight  not  onely  to  manifeft  fome  power,  but  the  ex- 
ceUency,  andthegloiy,  and  the  choiceofhis  power  in  their  deli* 
verance*. 

¥or  that  take  th's  Saipture  J/a.62.%.  Where  fpeaking  of  thefe 
veiy  times  that  we  ihall  heare  of  afterward,  of  Gods  bcii^  mcr- 
cifull  unto  his  people,  he  (aith^  The  Lord  hitth  fwrne  bj  hu  right 
Wi/;andwe  have  not  onely  mention  thereof  Gods  right  hand 
andfwearii^byit,  butthearmeof  God  tod ;Marke that.  The 
arme  ofGodandthe  arme  ofhisfirehgth:ThcTC  i^ods  hand,Gods 
arme,the  armecf  his  ftrength,  and  God  fwcarech  by  it.  Surely 
when  God  deli^teth  to  put  forth  fiich  power  for  the  deliverance 
of  his  Church,it  is  no  great  matter  whether  the  afRifted  efhite  be 
great  or  fmall.  It  makes  no  great  matter  for  the  hinderance  of 
the  Churches  delivery,'no  more  then  if  you  (hould  fee  two  bub- 
bles of  water  rife  up ,  and  one  hath  a  little  thicker  skin  theo  the 
Aa  01  her 
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Others  Now  there  is  as  much  difierence  imthe  difficulty  that 
th#  thicke  skin  bubble  makes  when  a  mlg[hty  Camon  or 
pejce  of  Ordnance  fhall  be  (hot  off  with  a  mighty  Ballet  to 
refift  it ,  from  the  thinner  skin  bublrie  ,  as  the  greateft  and 
foreft  affliftion  that  the  people  of  God  were  ever  under  in 
this  world  makes' a  difference  in  the  difficulty  of  their  de- 
liverance (when  they  have  to  deale  with  an  infinite  God  J 
from  the  leafl  afflidipn  that  ever  the  Church  wHs  in.  The 
diflerencc  is  no  more-  If  a  child  indeed  fhould  fee  the  thick- 
er skin  bubble,  hee  might  tfa'nke  tis  harJer  to  bee  broke 
then  the  thinner  skin,  but  if  a  Cann<^  be  (hot  off,  nay  if  it 
be  but  a  Fillip »  it  makes  no  difference.  Now  the  afHidions 
of  Gods  people  they  are*  to  this  right  hani  #f  Gods  power, 
and  the  arme  of  his  ftrength,  butts  a  bubble  of  water  brfbre 
a  mighty  Cantx>n.  Yea  if  there  bee  not  helpe  at  all  to  dd^vcr 
Gods  people  in  time  of  afffiAJon,  yet  God  can  Cteare  helpe, 
He  vfiUcrcatt  UruffUmar^cjcing^^ndtheirfeofhajoy.  Veafup- 
pofe  their  condition  be  fuch  as  yet  never  was  the  like  fipce  the  be- 
ginning of  the  World,yet  Ifa.6^u^.J!9fce  the  beginning  of  the  werli 
men  have  not  hear d^  nor  ferceivedij  the  earey  neither  hmb  the  eje 
feene^ifihat  Godhath  }re fared  for  them  that  waijiefor  him. 

Aiid  as  the  grcatneflfe  of  the  Churches  deliverance  is  no  hin- 
derance  of  Gods  power  in  ddivering  them,  foit  fhould  bcf  no 
hinderance  to  the  worke  of  our  faith.  Common  prudence  and 
rta(bn  will  go  a  ^r^at  way  to  uphold  us  imdcr  fome  8fBi(9ion,but 
when  the  afflidion  comss  to  be  fore,  and  grievous,  andlong; 
prudence  and  rea(bn  then  fuiketh  under  the  burthen ;  but  then 
Ihould  faith  lift  up  itfclf,  and  caft  atleyenpon  this  right  hand  of 
Gods  power,  this  armcot  his  ftren^h  tliathehathfworneby, 
andexccrcireit  fclfe  in  the  glorious  afts  of  it.  For  certainely 
faith  isappointedforfnchatime  as  this,  wlien  the  Church  is  wi- 
der grievous  extremities.  The  ordinary  alfliftk)ns  of  the  Church 
do  not  call  for  fuch  a  work  of  faith,  but  when  they  come  to  extra* 
ordinary  that  requires  fuch  a  power  pfGod  for  their  deliverance, 
then  there  is  called  for  a  work  of  faith  proportionable.  As  AUx^ 
ander  when  he  wasio  great  danger,  NowCfiiithhe)  thereisa 
danger  fit  for  the  fpirit  of  Alexander  to  incounter  wit  hall.  So 
when  the  Church  cotnes  to  be  in  any  great  danger,  all  the  mem- 
bers 
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bessofit  Should  iaf,  here  is  a  danger,  here  Uatcbublefit  ^ort^e 
fpirit  of  Cbriftiaa5j  fit  for  the  fpirits  oft  lK)fe  that  are  abktocxa- 
dfe  the  aioft  ncUc  apd  glorious  ad  s  offaith. 
.  This  gWious  execrate  of  faith  J  may  even  fiy  wc  arc  fcarc(?yct 
for  the  preicm  pueto  it^  fur  reafonatid  ienfe  fees  much  bclp» 
they  fce  that  the  caufb  of  (od  at  this  d«y  hath  the:  better  oi** 
the  adverfaiy  ;  reafon  I  fay  and  .pnidence  may  fee  far  this 
way.    Let  us  not  look  upon  eveiy  difficulty  as  a  thing  that 
calleth  for  fiich  a  mighty^  glorious.  Worke  of  faith ^  whereas 
men  by  reafim  and  prudence^  may  catry  themfelves  under 
6kk  difficulties  much  better  then  moft  or  u<  doe*    But  wee 
do  not  know  but  the  Lord  nay  call  us  unto  fuch  difiicuiricS 
and  dsrgers  as  requirea  (uch  a  fakh  as  hach  fbch  a  kiiide  of 
work  as  I  bave  fpofcen  of.  Let  us  therefore  lay  up  this  Inflrufli- 
on  fortlie  time  tgcome/ 

Ag$iB,fn' great  JImllbc'thf  iaj^lwrttL 

If  the  words  be  read  thus  (a^they  ateia  your  Biblts  j  and  ytt 
iaycreference  to  tbecalamitout time^  an«J  grievous  extremities 
of  the  day  of /r«r^^^then  there  wiU  be  thefe  two  excellent  mcdi- 
tationsfrom  thence* 

Tbcfirftit*  Thar  Gods  bowels  of  coznpaflion  do  work  toward 
his  Church becaufeofthtgreatnes of  t^^^^  When  their 

sffiiAioQs  (hall  be  very  gi  eat,  and  the  greater  they  are,  the  more 
do  GoSbbowelsof  compkffioB  work  toward  them. 

Wc  know  the  aiifoy  of  Gods  peof  It  in£^. ; .  wasa  marvatlibus 
quickoixig  argument  to  the  compaflion  of  God  fas  Imay  fo 
{^Ac)  Ihdtvtfttfie^  IboMftenr  (6ithhe)/Atf  agHlHtmsfmj 
f^^fi^  4mi  their  fmr^jms,  and  therefrre  urn  c^mt  dinfm  t9  deliver 

Jfthc|;ri^iie(rccftheafiiE^tionof the  Church  move  the  bow- 
els of  Cods  compaffico,  then  let  tiot  the  si^tiKire  of  afBiftion 
hjqderour&itht  Letnottlie  greatncs  of  trouble  reafon  down 
our  faith,  but  ritfhcrlet  it  reafon  up  our  faith,  for  ib  indeed  it 
(bould ;  and  fothc  Stints  of  God  heretofiDore  have  done,  by  the 
gpAnes  of  the  trouble  we  rauft  reafon  up  our  faith  as  thus ;  It  is 
tkmt  fir  thte  O  Lfirdtowmrk^  for  men  have  sUwfi  defirej^edthj 
Imm  ijcA  the  high  time  is  cemtfrr  thee  te  bdve  wtercjHfem  Ziett,  for 
^hy  fiefle  kegin  tofavotir  the  dttfi  thereof .    What^was  this  a  good 
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ailment,  Hmvc  mercy  upon  me^  And  fonkn  tnjfm^  for  it  ii  very 
great y  to  move  God  withall  ?  Sureljr  then  this  is  a  good  argu- 
incnt,Delivcr  us  in  our  af  fliAions,  tor  they  are  very  great :  torfin 
makes  a  great  deale  more  diftaiice  between  God  and  us  thenaf- 
fliAions.*  yet  if  the  greatnefleof  finne  (hall  come  to  be  put  as  an 
argumentforGodsmcrq^andcompaflioDto  work^  much  more 
the  greatnes  of  afiUdions.  Yet  this  is  the  grace  of  God  in  the  fe* 
cond  Covenant  that  even  the  finnes  that  before  made  the  creature 
an ob jed  of hatred,thofe  (innes  come  nowto  make  it  an  ob;eft  of 
compaflion.So  afHidions  that  before  were  part  of  the  cuMe,they 
come  now  to  be  arguments  for  the  moving  ofthe  bowels  ofGods 
tender  companion  toward  his  people. 

Another  note  ^ityou  read  it  fo,  farpredtis  their  affliUion)  is 
this,  tJie  promiie  ts  the  onely  (iipport  c^the  foul,  and  that  wUch 
carriethit  thorough  the  preatell  afflidion.  Affiidions  are  as 
leadctothenet,thepromife  is  as  thec«rke^the  promife  keepcs 
above  water  when  the  lead  pulls  downe.  Butlleavethcfe 
meditations,though  I  finde  many  intcFprcters  run  this  way.  And 
I  rather  take  it  as  a  fauther  expreflion  of  Gods  wonderf  iill  mercy 
unto  his  Church. 

For  great  JhaB  be  the  day  of  lezxeeh^  That  is,  God  hath  a  great 
day  of  mercy  for  lezreeU  That  is  the  meaning,they  (hall  appoint 
themlelves  one  kead^  they  (hall  be  gathered  together  and  t^:  made 
one,  they  ihall  comeup  outof  tbelahd;  why?  For  God  hath 
yetto  comeagreatdayof  mercy  to  his  people,  A  greatdayf 
Usoreel. 

Andherein  therefore  God  makes  ufe  of  the  name  of  le:Kreel  m 
agood  ftnfe*  They  that  carry  it  tlie  other  way  would  cany  the 
(ignification  ofthe  name  Chus^for  great  is  the  day  o\ J  cotter  ingy  of 
the  fcattered  people,  fo  leKreelJoffoSkxli  (asyou  heard  in  the  be* 
ginnir^  ofthe  Chapter^  But  ir«r^«/(^;nifieth  ISkvfiik  the  feed 
^fGod^  Before  God  made  ufe  of  tfadr  name  in  the  worfe  fenfe, 
that  he  would  fcatter  them  according  to  their  name ;  now  he 
makes  ufe  of  their  name  in  the  beft  (en(e,they  are  the  feed  ofGod, 
and  there  isgrcat  mercy  fiom  God  for  them. 

WhenG^isrecoQcileduntoapeople,  he  takes  aUin  the beft 
ktik  and  makes  the  be(l  acception  of  every  thiiig,  a»  be  doth  hare 
ofthe  name  i^«rrrA  ..     . 
' We 
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We  have  onelythefetwo  things  to  ooniideroHn  this  cxprcf- . 
fioo.  I 

!•  That  the  Saints  pf  God,  and  the  Church,  they  are  Gods  ' 
lexreel.  That  is,tbey  are  theTeed  of  God- 

2 .  1  hat  there  is  for  this  feed  of  God  a  ercat  day. 
1.  They  are  the  feed  of  God.  Thcfeedoftheblefled,  &  there 
is  ableiHng  in  them.  They  are  the  precious  feed  that  God  pre- 
(erves  in  the  world,  and  hath  done  ever  fince  the  beginning  o(  the 
world.  They  are  that  feed  that  preferveth  the  glory  of  God  in 
the  world.  Were  it  not  for  a  fewgtaciousi  holy  people  in  the 
world,  where  woold  the  glory  of  God  be  ?  What  would  become 
©fit  ?  Thofc  that  are  godly,  however  contemptible  in  the  w6rld, 
they  are  the  precious  ^cd  thatGod  referves  in  the  world  for  great 
and  glorious  ends.  They  are  the  feed  to  prefcrve  the  conrinuaticn 
of  the  DocfMoeof  the  Gofpel,  and  theblefled  truths  of  God ;  as 
Jfa,  6. 1  J.  The  hotj  fied  jboMbe  thefubfimce  thereof.    Though 
they /hail  be  under  great  affliftions,  yet  there  {hall  be  a  holy  feed 
that  (hall  be  the  fubitance  thereof,  and  there  fhall  be  his  blcfling- 
P/W.yi.  17.  Hknsmejb^ttendtire  fromgenerdtiifnUgenerAtUn: 
the  words  are  read  by  Mtrntanwy  His  nmmeJhoMbe  chsldeJ^  that  is 
fb  continued  as  families  are  continued,  one  generation  attcc  anor 
ther,  one  begetteth  another :  andfo  QiallthenameofChrift  con- 
tinue in  the  world,and  £>  it  hath  doiije. 

And  thoc^ieed  be  but  a  handhiUln  comparifon  of  the  harveft, 
fb  the  Saints  of  God  then  were^  and  yet  are  but  as  a  handfbll  in 
comptiiibn  of  the  glorious  harveft  that  (hall  be,  yet  they  are  very 
rrecioiis before  God,  .and  God  will  make  the  world  hereafter 
know  that  they  are  the  precious  ones  of  God.  Ifa.6i.fi.  AUthat 
fee  tbtm  /&^  McknewleJge  them  thatthbj  are  fhefeed  which  the 
L0rdhathtUfed. 

Seed  (voakDOw)  a  man  will  be  cardhiU  Qi  t(iat\vhac  ever  be* 
comes  of  hi^other  corne«  In  tinieof  d^tth  the  husbandman 
will  rather  pinch  his  own  belly,  thenhavehisfeed-cornetobc 
ipetit.  So  intimes  of  common  calamity,  of  common  dearth, 
yet  Gods  care  isoverhisfeed  ;theSiSntsare  (t(s  I  may  fay)  Gods 
iecd^-conieto  preferve  his  name  in  the  worJrd,  to  other  gene- 
rations that  are  to  come^.  he  will  fioc  therefore  hfcve  them  de- 
BcToycdL  • . 

Aa  J  ^    Seed 
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^ccdeis  thcmoft  precious  ot'  dcio  <X)rw  ^  which  is  laaft  vfin- 1 
no  Wed  and  made  cleane,and  fo  are  the  Saints,tHeclcanc  onestod 
the  moftprccious  ones.  Cod.pcrliars  doth  winOo w  them  and 
fanne  them  mow  than  he  doth  orhcrsby  the  (tnucs  tod  winno w$ 
of  jxfiUdionSjWh}' ?  becaufe  they  are  his  feed.Pcrhftps  Other  come ' 
that  h^hdroiTein  it^  the  husband-man  will  give,  the  fowles  and 
the  cattcl  that,  hebeftov^ethnot  much  winnowii^imonit^  but 
the  come  that  is  for  (eed  he  winnows  that ,  he  >vould  not  wil- 
lingly have  a  dernell  amongft  it.  It  may  be  thou  complamcft 
thou  art  more  winno  wed, more  fanned  then  other  men,  perhaps 
thouart  more  precious  in  Gods  eyes »  thou  art  tobercicrvedas 
iced,  as  the  fecdof  theWcftd. 

The  wicked  indeed  they  are  feed  too^t  a  cornipt  feed,  ^ifeeii^ 
cf9viUd$irSy  Efaj  i .  the  graiid- father  was  an  encmteunto  God, 
y ta  the  great  grand-father^  and  the  father ,  and  t  he  children  after 
him  continue  enemies  to  God.  And  God  in  mercie  unto  his 
Church  doth  many  times  cut  downethe  wicked  before  they  doc 
feed  too  much.  As  you  that  have  gardens,  if  they  have  weeds  in 
them,and  you  feethe  weeds  come  up  and  grow  to  fcediyoo  think 
then  that  it  is  time  to  pul  them  up,you  will  not  iu&r  them  to 
£?ed.  God  lookes  i^n  many  families  aad  fees  wretched  and 
(inf^all  menasafeedof  eYili  doers^  and  fees  they  aceready  tofecd, 
and  if  they  be  not  cut  do  wne  fuddainly  there  will  be  a  ^vcetchcd 
brood  ot  wicked  ones  in  fuch  a  famUy ,  This  is  tiie  reafon  of 
Gods  liaddain  cutting  downe  of  many  wickidfamilies. 

But  to  cdme  to  tHe'point  that  is  chiefely  intended,  phat  i(i,That 
this  feed  of  thcLord  lhallhaveagx?tatday.  Great  fbstt  bet  he  dMj 
oflezjnielr 

The  men  of  the  world  they  havetheir  day  in  which  they  ruffle 
it  out,and  they  have  all  the  doings*  Saint  Panl  feenaestofpcakexf 
this  in' 1  C^r.  if^^;Hb' faith  tber^ihiit  he' d^^ 
judgimtrntjcYit^otiis^  johf^m  ^yk^s^  f^r  jKr4a0idf^..Now  meo 
have  the  day,they  ha;v8alithe  bravery  of  the  worlds  wicH  £iith 
Saint  PWi  I  doe  not  paflcfor  mans  day^I  expeft.another  day,bc- 
iidesmansdiy.I  knpwnothowitcommeth  topidieto.  be  other* 
wife  trandated.ybnitranflate  it  judgement  in  yourbooks>  but  in 
the  Original!  it is%,Man  hath  a  £iy. 

As  men  have  a  day j  fo  fhall  Gods  Saints  have  a  day  too*    We 
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o(e  to  fay  many  times  when  wc  ftttbc  M«lignant  party  jooiiul 
and  incny,(urdf they  hopctohave  a  dty.  My  brethren  bee  joy- 
kX\  in  the  Lord ,  God  hath  a  day  for  yoU',  and  a  great  day  too^ 
GnatfiMBhe  thedtj  oflez^itL  The  beginning  of  Gods  mercie 
to  his  people  is  called  ^^  ^ffwuiU  things^  Zdch.  4.  i  o.  and  that 
muft  not  be  dtffpifed,Xf  /  no  man  dejpife  the  day  offimdi  things^  It 
was  the  beginnit^of  the  reTormttion  and  deliverance  of  the 
people  ofjudah  from  their  captivitv.  But  God  hath  a  day  of 
great  things,  and  certainly  that  day  (hall  be  honourable. 

Aday  mft  in  which  the  glory  of  Go  J  (hall  crxoecdingly  appear^ 
wherein  God  (hall  be  (as  I  may  (b:  fpeake  withholy  reverence) 
as  it  were  id  his  robes :  As  we  kno  w  Princes  upon  great  day es 
put  on  their  robeS)  (b  theKtngof  glory  (hall  have  a  day  for  his 
pcople,whercin  even  he  himfelf  wil  put  on  his  nobeSjP/fi oa,  1 6. 
when  the  lAri  fhdll  knitdttf  Zion  heflxai  affsare  in  hu  glerj.  It 
ieemeth  while  the  Church  is  in  affliction ,  whik;  the  witnefles 
prophdie in  fack^doath^God  v^  as  it  wereclbathed  in  fack-doath. 
In  all  their  afHidions  be  is  afdiAed^but  bee  ;uie  God  hath  a  day  »a 
great  day  to  his  Churches^  he  will  rcferve  his  robes  till  then ,  and 
whenthat  d«y  eotnmeth  he  will  put  on  his  robes ,  fot  rfhen  hee 
fhMtl  imUuf  Zien{&ltkthcTcxt)then the  Lord  fiaM  Offedrein 
hiigUrj.  A  g^est  day  it  (hall  be  for  tezjteel ,  for  the  (eed  of  the 
lord. 

Secondly  ,k  (hall  be  a  great  day,  for  this  day  (hall  be /A^ricJbe/ 
of  the  ^erU.  Marke  that  piace  in  Rem,^  r  j .  1 2.  (peatdng  of  the 
jews.  If  their  fin  (laith  he)  k^therkhes  of  the  worJd,  andtheir 
SmmipHngiherichespfehe  XfentHef^herpmachfrnore  their  fulnes  ? 
It  was  a  rk:h  mercy  to  the  Gentiles  when  they  were  broucht  out 
of  darkenefle,and  called  into  the  knowledge  d(\  efus  CJirift,  here 
was  riches  to  the  world  of  the  Gentiles :  But  God  hath  a  greater 
day  then  thr^for  ttis%»keQ>^  oP«  day  ek«t  is «o  come,  chat  isj 
tbeif  fall  W4$  the  riches  of  tha  Gentiles, much  tnbre  their  calling 
in  ajain.  So  then  th^i^  isdidi  a  diy  of  calling  home  the  people 
of  God,  asihaU  be  the  richf  s  €f the  Gentiie.v  therich<  s  of  all  the 
world. 

Yea  Thirdly,  Great  (hall  be  this  day,  foritfhaUbeas«iayof 
refurredton  from  death  to  IHe :  (b  T>Mn.  VJX.zrjMunj  of  them  that 
fieefein  thednftfiS  dt»ake,x>c.  Itlsnot'^kcQ  dF the  great  re«^ 
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fiirreAiotvattfaelaftdayof  judgonent,  for 
Firft,  It  is  rpokcn  but  oSfmm  that  fliall  arife : 
Stxondly,  ThegreatcftgliMytliatithercputuponthe  jaft,  is 
but  Xojhint  M  tht  ftars  in  the  firmament^  but  at  thelaft  day  the 
Sz\nts(h9,]lMff^^fhcfiiHBcitnhifirmMmenf,  more  and  above 
thcftarres.  Yea, 

TUrdly,  This  that  is  here  revealed  to  DanUt  mvSkbefeatedtff 
M  a^rcat  fecret  tiU  the  affeinMl  time  come ;  but  for  tie  Refnr- 
re  Aion  at  t  he  laft  day  that  is  no  great  (ecrcr,  that  they  Icncw  well 
enough,  it  is  rot  asa  featt  to  be  iliut  up  and  feakd  n-om  men  till 
the  time  appointed  come*  But  this  Refiirredionherefpoken 
of»it  is  to  be  icaled  up  as  a  great  fecret  that  was  not  known  in  the 
world,nor  (hould  be  much  kno  woe  till  the  appointed  time  (hould 
coine.   And  then 

Laftly,It  was  promifed  to  Daniel  in  the  1 3 .  wr  .that  he  (hould 
fiandtff  in  hie  Ut^u  a  peculiar  and  ipeciall  favour  that  God  would 
bdlow  upon  him.  Now  it  is  not  iiich  a  peculiar  and  fpeciall 
favour  for  a  Saint  to  ftand  up  at  the  great  day , at  the  laft  day,  this 
was  a  favour  to  £>^^/ as  an  eminent  Saint,  that  he  (hould  ftand 
up  thus  in  his  lot.  Therefore  this  Re^Atreftion  is  the  faote  with 
this  great  day  of  lezreel^  Wherein  there  (hall  be  fuch  a^orious 
work  of  God  in  calling  Ifrael  and  ludah  together  and  the  fdr.e^ 
of  the  GentiU  s,  that  it  (hall  be  as  the  Refurre^ion  from  death  to 
life  ;  fo  the  Apoftle  calls  itUkewifein  that  Kern.  11.  ij. 
fVhat  JhaSthereceivi^ef them  y^hHilifefrem  the  ieaif      , 

4.  Great  Jhal  he  the  any  eflezreel^  for  this  day  (hal  bric^irfi«&- 
ing  to  all  the  Saints>  tnis  is  the  time  of  the  refrefiing^Mt.  j.  I  f . 
There  (hail  befuchthingsthoi  as  willreh:e(h  and  revive  the  fpi- 
ritsofall  the  Saints,   Yea, 

5.  Itjdiallbethe  day  ofrtftitution  of  all  things.  ASh.i.ii. 
FntiJlphf  tim^  efrefthtttien  ^MUtUt^gs  ceme,  which  Gedbdth  ff^ 
ks»  tjthe  tmmh efM  hi$  Prephatfince the  i^erU  iegdH.  I  know 
it  i$  ordiflhrily  canyed  by  many  another  Way , concerning  the  Uft 
day  4  but  that  itcamiotbeio,  itappcares,  becaufe  that  then 
there  (hall  not  be  the  reftitution  of  all  things,  but  the  annihilation 
of  many  things?.    .  ..*      . 

further,  thisfpeaksofa  te{lktttjoRofaUt^n|s,  that  was 
ifokencfby  the  mouth  of  alLthe.holy  Prophets.  Now  the  holy 
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Prophets  fpakc but  very  litlfccoiKeTmiigthe  day  of  Jud^mcne, 
or  another  life  to  come^  we  rcade  little  oJFit  in  the  Prophets ;  ar.d 
therefore  the  Apoftle  in  %  Tim.  i .  1 0.  faith,  that  Uff  ma  immoru- 
li$j  wdi  br&nghtj9  UfHtthr^mgh  ^tfrG^f^t).  Not  but  that  it  was 
kaowncfoibeWhat  before^but  it  was  very  darkly  Jtnown  1,  thece 
was  very  little  it>oken  of  life  and  immortality  in  the  P.rophets  s 
But  this  ^'c^iks  ofatimethatallthe  holy  Prophets  rp9(k)eof,as  an 
argument  that  was  the  generall  theame  ot  t  heai  all.  And  indeed 
there  is  no  argument  what£>ever  that  is  more  genei all  among  the 
.Prophets,  then  this  great  argument  of  this  great  day  ofi^v^A 

Ag^e,  6*  A  great  tUjy  for  it  (hall  be  a  new  creation ;  a  new 
heaven  andl  a  new  earth  ihall  be  made  when  this  great  day  of 
y^«rrW{haU  come.  Efdj6$.i'j.BchoUlcrea$ener9  heavens  and 
4  fi€w  earth :  And  in  ver.  1 8,  ifyou  obierve  it,  you  ihall  fee  what 
this  new  hfoven  and  this  new  earth  is :  Bui  h  glad  ind  rejejcefor 
eifer  in  that  wbieh  1  create^  for  ht»Id  J  create  lernfalem  a  rejej^ 
c/ngf  and  her  fecfle  a  joy.  Thofe  are  the  new.fieavens  and  the  new 
eirth  that  are  to  be  create<l;  and  this  is  meant  of  the  Church  plain- 
ly,fo^the Text^zArr.ii.fpeaksof ^ii^iM>;^^ii^/ »  and inhab|(jng 
ttK?m,  and  of  flantingvinejaris^ic  eatingtbefrmt^of them,  ufMi 
theie  new  heavens  and  this  new  earths  creation^  And  iPet.^.i^. 
Nez  ertbeleffe  accerdmg  to  his  premife,  we  ieekfrr  new  heavens  and 
anew  eartbjeberein  dweUeth  ri^hteemfnei^o  w  where  is  this  pro* 
m\(e  ?  This  is  ufiially  taken  fi^r  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  hereafter* 
ButwheteiStJusprotfnifc?Wedonot(mdit  anywherebut  inthat 
place  I  named  brfbre,  J&^:^5 .  No^t  is  appartot  that  promife 
dothfpeakofai)  eftate  of  the  Church  here  in  this  world ;  &  there 
is  fpoken  of  a  new  earth,  as  wel  as  of  a  new  Jieaven^if  it  were  on-^ 
ly  fpokenc^new  heavensjt  had  bin  anpther  matter,  but  it  fpe^iks 
of  a  new  earth  ltkewife>therfore  meant  of  ait  eftatein  this  world, 
t  new  creation  of  a  new  heaven  &.carch,  that  is,there  (halbe  fiich 
prions  thingsdone  by  Xjod,  as  ihall  mmifeft  a  creating  power, 
as  if  God  did  now  make  new  heaven/  and  a.  new.eartL 

7.  Great  Jhallbe  the d^j  of  le^reel^  for  it  ftiall  be  as  another 
Wory^whcnihis  day  c^^ipmcth.  Ijfe^.a.  j^lfj^S,  Vntothe  An-, 
gets  h^M^ff^\Vt^/)f^^ti(^  fbc  weridtp  eotne ,  whereof  we 
ffe^.  Bmonein-ae^fdnefdacet^fied,  (thiscenaine  place  is 
in  Pfal.%.^!^faj^g;ffrhatjsman  that  thou  art  mindfuBefhim,  or 
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thin  the  Angels^  thoMicrewnii^  him  with  gl^ry  mi  hmonr^  tmi 
dtdfi-fi^hiif^&verthewfrl^^tlijflMris^kmh^fHt  mU  things  in 
fuhje&i0n  t^der  hUfeet.  ^{uirfsxjeeiiy  inttrprefeJ  of Chrift,fa« 
verfc  52.  tYitil  Toon)  tbataliddnas  ixiuft  \ik  lubjefted  tio  him  as 
tmu,WlfdtkmmthdttAmfi0Hm(trcgarAhim^  is^that  tbou 
flicAildftidvancethenatare  of  man  fofar  a^  touniteiteven  to 
thy  Son^  and  patallthii^i^  in  Mi/d^tioirutiderJiis  fleet.  This  the 
ApdftleintcrpttfcthofChrift.  Bat  faith  he,  we  fee  not  yet  all 
things  put  under  him^that  time  is  yertoicofne,  for,  fakJi  he,  ^/ 

tdj^^fthingf  that  mKfrn  the  wrtdt^  teme.XhtttSca^Q  (mwAk  my 
ethren)  there  moft  be  foch a thne  wherein  aUithiii^j  attcrea- 
ture5  muft  be  potatider  (hbjcdHon  to  Chrift «  and  this  is  in  rhe 
worid  to  come.  Not  in  thttivotid  to  come  where  the  Saints 
fh41  r^'gt^e^rf^fly  in  heavdi,  iteannot  be  meant  of  that ,  for 
the  heavens  muftdepajt  as  a  ftcidll,  and  many  things  (bdUtfaen 
rat  her  be  annihilated,  atxl  the  KingtUme  sAu&  then  be  given  mf  ty 
CAr(/?/i>6^tf^rAeP4ri^,fetteApoftleftith,  i  Or.i5.thatis, 
v^mthe  Saints  (hall  reigne  gloriDudjr  withChrift  in  heaven. 
EMtttgre  thisplaeefpeaks  of  a  ^mewfaeti  tU  creatores  maft^ome 
under  fubjeAion  to  Chnfb,ahdrit  isxalied  ihefmrtdtoecnfe^vrbji 
becaiife  of  thegrearchahgcthere  fhajlbe  ofthhi^is ,  it  ftall  be  fas 
it  were)  a  new  world/  AswecaUtlwwenldiramLiVWiiMiaie 
anewwodd,  and  whence  Ipeak  pt the  other  woridwe  eaU  it 
the  old  world  **ro  the  SdiptiircGdla  it,  2  Pera:^ .  G^ifpMndnet 
the  aU  war  id:  AiidChap«j;^«  Tht^ffriithdttheni^Mt  ieine  9^ 
verflei^edwhh  WMfer,  ferifiML  "So  this  Wcnld  that  weliveinlsas 
the  old  worldjand  there  is  this  day  of /^^«fw/,in  whtdithereflial 
be  fuchsi  dodotffcfaan^,  ail  things  being  pot  in  fiibJeAion  nn- 
dcrGhrift^thatit  (haUbcdsitwereanewworld.  G^d  h^hmade 
an  excellent  world  in  yffhich  there  i$  imach  beauty  and  gloty, 
andyet  his^  enemies  hn^  the  nde  het«  ;  what  tben  will  that 
world  that  Gi^intends  for  his  Saints  ? 

8.  GredtfiaUbethed^eflezreel.  It  fiiaUbe  ftich  a  greatly 
;  that  ail  ibrmer  tUngstOitatt.be'^enib^otteQ  became  of  the  lufter 
and'theglbcy  of thatgit^^irday;  ^l^M.6j>%j.Tlkftt^ 
And  the  fermcr  edrth  JidMnattJff  rmemi^tM  neriemfitft)^  minde  j 
Audio  ler.  s*^6.in4hefrdi^ifmth$he^LeP^jjffe^Jh4i^^ 
_^ the] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fhfy^fki(k^H(^ 


»  B  Ai 


fuitkn^  fi^aM  thej  rememhr  fr  ;  4^  ik4f  ^mt  thfj  fi^U  c^Urnfa^ 
limthfThrcmoffhf  I^rd^md  0klkike  nations  fi^Ub^g^th^red  hk'- 
u  it^o  the  mmtt  $fthc  L$rijt9  latmfkiem^  mtisherJbdU  thef  w^lkg 
dny  morr  lifter  ttkf  imaglnstim  iof  tJmr  ofil  imartt  i^matke  my 
brefKrco)  Jnthpfidayes  the  b§mft^  lud^h  fi^BwiUj^  together, 
Vbr.fS.  Itifl  apparent  that  it  is  fpoktn  of  this  great  day  of  7^^- 
r^#/;  fer  now  God  faith  he  v^Hlg^ber  Ittdah  Mndlfrael  together, 
and  here  hefaiththat  they  fhaU  vaikftogetber^ndthtt  tka  kxr 
wet  things  fliall  be  foc^otten  ;  they  mall  odl  len^akxn  the 
throne  of  tb»  Loud ;  heretofore  even  the  Temple  k  feU  th^  glory 
c^Ieniialem  wasbucastbeplaae  of  God^feet,  and  the  Arkeof 
God  was  bilt  Gods  feotftool.  i  Chraff.t$.iJtwasinmine heart 
{&\thDsivid)  to  htdld4ho$fe  ff  reft  for  the  Arkeof  the  C^ve- 
}$0Htofthe  hord^mdfor  the  footefiooU  of  our  God:  an4  l£t.<$o,  i  5. 
lyHimnki  ZioH  tho  flaoe  of  my  feotgioriom.  Bat  now  in  this 
great  day,  lormfMlem  that  was  bnt  Gods  footftoole,  the  place  erf" 
his  feet.fliall  be  Gods  Throne ;  a  great  day  certainly  this  fhall  be 
when  adl  things  (haU  be  thtis  forgotten. 

Inthelaft place>^ gtoatJaf^  becaufeit  ihall  be  acG^  after 
Whidi  thereinaU  be  tio  ai^t.  And  that  yoa  will  by  will  beea 
creat  day  indeed^  after  which  the  Saims  (hidl  be  rasfed  to  fuch  ia 
uate  of profpetity  aod  bappineiie  that  ilaoll  never  &U  again^that 
A^ailtiever cMtieto  b«  ikifcenedaony siote/  TheChinxhes&erc 
fiaaiiy  times  have  had  foD^ie  liniei^leaiie ,  thpy  h»ve  bad  their 
dayes^^ofp^acefera  wh^)bntich|ith£}onegrowiie  tafa^irafat^ 
andadiimallnightcfdarkictfe.  fiat  when  this  Great  dsy  ihali 
come  it  (hall  be  a  day  thit  ^aU  never  have  n^ht.toribGpdprc-* 
mrifoh  here  to  his  lotvr^  jvo  niiikeot  tabean  eti  mM  exceOm^ 
ej^/and«o«fake}eFVirateM'tih^'^^ii^isi^:jor  v  and  uE>Mift«'44. 
God  (halt  h»  tfad'day^s^thoiciKimii^Upa  fCingdomtkatfluM 
never  be  dtfiroyed^  that is>the§reat  day  alJeiuieet,  ' 

The  fitft  tliingthst  (hall  be  donein  this  pwc  day  of  JoweJy 
(hiOl  be  thedetivQKMre  of  the  <3huti^  {hoB^  wpmll  afffidtkn 
which  they  fiiall  be  feotit  to  befiialktle  kfidirn  Vw  fa;the 
SctipturetellifaS,  Bm.t^AJtkathefrwotbted^thf^fiMhes 
timeoftrofMt  fncka  never  pus  fifice  fhoromaeMnatiomevetito 
thatfanuttmoy  mtddt  thM  timeikif^le  JbdAhd^vmni;    I 
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might  tcU  you  much  how  fomeof  the  Andems  have  fpoktnof 
thi$,that  though  it  be  a  point  that  fecmes  to  be  foxewhat  ftrar^e 
to  us,  yet  it  was  one  of  the  moft  ordinaricft  thiwj^s  that  w«6 
knowen  in  the  Primitive  timcsJt  Was  thenfo  generally  acknow* 
Icdged,  thit  I  rememoer  Juftin  MMrt^r  (who  was  but  30.  yccres 
after  Saint  Uhn)  hath  fuch  an  expreflion  as  this,  There  is  naman 
(faith  he  j  that  is  ol  the  Orthodox  faith  in  all  things,  but  he  doth 
acknowledgeit.  And  LaRantias  in  his  7.  book,  caf.i^.  14  x%, 
and  divers  other  chapters  he  fpcndsin  fticwingthc  glory  of  thj« 
great  day  ot  Uzreel^  but  withall  he  fliewes  that  a  little  before 
there  (Kail  be  moft  grievous  times  that  (hall  fall  out,  fuch  times 

faith  he,  as  that  all  right  (hall 

Ut  jam  n^Pra  hjtc  temptha  quibut  imquitoi  &ma''  '    " 

tia  ufque  adfummum^  gradum  crevit^  fa/icia^  c^ 

rope  amea  poffiht  \udicdrL  Si  turn  fortefufiint  b^ 

i^undique  fnidt  '^nt  fcelo'Otis^  ae  divtxentwr^  foli 

litem  mdi  opulehii  fhu^onl  vtro  in  okmihus  contu- 

tcliis  aiquein  (le^ate^confundttur^mmus  &  Uges 

enbiint /libil time  quifp'sam  habcbit,  viemnia pojfi- 
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be  confounded,  the  law  (hall 
perilh,  no  body  (hall know 
what  is  his  own,  the  wick* 
cd  they  (hall  have  the  prelie- 
minence,  anithe  Saints  they 
flialL  be  perfeai^ ,  fo  that 
(laithbc)  though  in  this  our 
time  wickedne(re  is  gro wne  to  fiKh  a  height,  that  a  man  would  j 
think  it  could  increafe  no  higher ,yet  in  comparifon  of  the  rime.a 
little  before  that  great  day,  thefe  time*  may  be  called  Golden  a- 
ges.  The(e  expreflions  he  hath.  So  that  great  times  of  afiliftion 
wilbe  before  that  great  day^andit  i$  therefore  ctUcdf^'y^ti^, 
becaufiiofGeds  appearing  ibiglorioufly  in  the  dc^if  cr^Kice  of  his 
Church  at  that  day.  The  Seripturefp^es  of  wondedbU  things 
that  God  will  do,and  (hew  himfelfe  marvaylous  as  he  did  in  the 
people  of  liraels  comming  out  of  Egypt.  Who  kaowes  but 
that  God  now  fendetkafaro^  fo  jnuch  ot  the  light  df  h\s,Gofpel, 
atidisfb  Working  in.the  hearts  of  iwn,  and  gtvetl^^us  fuch  a 
time*  of  Reviving ,  andjcallethrboalc  A>  many  vonng  onjcsas 
he  doth  purpofcly  becaufe  this  gr^at  day  is  at  hand)  add  hecaufe 
before  thi^day  we  may  haveaday  of  difmalldarkentflc^andby 
thii  he  will  prepare  peotdc  tor  th^fejimjes,  .Qpd^wiUhavea 
great  feed  that  Jte  intends  tofceinthfe  world,  tbiEKefo«:jfQ:qi;p^y 
young  people  sure  convetted  «ftd.  urc  fo forw^ardj  bccaule  Ifay 
God  meanea  ta  prepare  them  by  thjs^lighcthat  wcik)W  h^vc^ 
for  this  fe^d,  for  this  gmt*day.    And  you  that  ace  young  may 
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^xpeft  to  goe  choroufh  fome  difTicultitfs  and  hardflitp  before 
this  great  day  comes,  but  be  of  good  comfort,  you  may  hope  to 
live  to  fee  all  the  glory  of  this  grtat  day,  and  God  gives  you  now 
time  that  you  may  lay  up,  and  be  fit  feed  for  (iich  a  glorious  day 
as  this/hat  you  may  not  when  fufierings  come,  be  found  among 
the  number  of  the fi^rffull  ones,  fpoken  of  in  Revel.  21 .  8.  that 
(}[\9\lhdve  their  fart  in  the  lake  yphUhbtirneth  with  fire  and  brim'- 
j(?^»r;Thofethat  through  bafc  cowardlintfle  and  complyance 
(hall yeeld  to  bafe  vile  fuperflitious  vahitivs  Hialibe  call  out  a- 
monft  do^i  when  that  great  day  comes.  Ciod  now  gives  you  a 
day  that  you  may  fee  the  ev  il  of  fuperftitioufi  vanities,  that  yoii 
may  have  truths  revealed  to  you  with  more  freedom  then 
formerly,  I  fay  who  knowes  but  this  may  be  to  prepare  you  for 
that  darkencffe  that  may  come  a  little  before  this  great  day  of  < 
le^creeL 

Secondly  y  a  great  day  in  fubduing  the  adverfaries  of  ihe 
Chnrch.Thoi§h  they  (hall  come  to  have  a  great  deale  of  power 
a  tittle  before^yet  when  that  great  day  of  ItAxeel  {hall  conie,they 
Ihallcertainly  be  all  fubdued  and  brought  undtr.  RevcL  ip.  i-s. 
Chrift^when  he  fliall  comf  in  this  great  day  hee  (hall  have  his 
g^mcnts  dift  intUcd^in  deAroyipgthe  wicked  and  ungodly, and 
Revel.  15.  the  feints  when  they  fee  the  wicked  dtlhoyed  as 
the  Egyptians  were  in  the  fea ,  the  Text  faith  that  they  fung 
the  [•ng  fff  Mofes.  What  was  this  tong  of  Mofes  ,  but 
the  prayfing  of  God  for  the  dtftrudion  of  their  adverfaries 
in  the  Sea  .^  God  hath  another  Sea  to  deftroy  the  wicked^ 
and  God  hath  a  day  for  his  Saints  to  (ing  over  the  fong  of  Aiafes 
again,and  cfpecially  for tlie  deftruAion  of  p  >pery .  My  brethren 
bcDOttrbiibledtofeePapifhmake  a4X)ncourreand  flock  together, 
be  not  troubled  at  it,  for  when  this  day  (hall  come ,  God  will  fo 
order  things  that  his  adverfaries  (hall  come  and  flocK  together, 
but  it  Ihall  be  that  they  may  be  deftroy ed  ^  for  God  hath  a  grejir 
fcaft  and  a  great  Sacrifice,  and  ho  will  (acriiice  theoieftecially. 
And  therefore  La^antitu  that  I  fpoke  of  before^  and  is  one  that 
lived  1 300.  yeeres^nce,.  faith  hee,  (fpeakiqg  then  of  this  day  j 
1  have  a  thing  to  fay,  but  I  evcntremble  to  f pt ake  it ,  but-I  muft 
^akeit,and  what  was  rxlRomannm  nomen  (  faith  he  )  ^  terra^ 
fUctmri  ^^^  v:e  his  words^the  Roman  name  ihall  be  taktji  oif 
r  Bb  3  from 
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fttrntheeartli.  Heintliofe  Primitivetimes  propli^ed  of  tht 
dcftmcHon  of  iiawr*P<Thaps  though  he  (fid  not  fee  it  fo  clwtely, 
yet  God  might  fo  order  it^  as  thoi^h  he  undetftdod  it  not ,  God 
might  ititerkl  it  for  thefe  times*  God  WiH  AtSxaf  the  enemies 
of  his  Churches  then.Yeti  E^uk.  28.24.  there  is  a  j^mifc  to  tli€ 
Stints  that  there  fhall  be  tio  trofe  a  frkking  brj^r^  n^  mj  pii-^ 
ving  th^rne  of  any  thit  are  round  about  them  that  de^fc  them» 
andin  another  place  God  faith  that  he  will  take  mwmj  the  dmM^ 
nite  $Ht  9fth0  L^i. 

Fnrther»the  third  thing  thi^t  fhall  be  doi4e  in  this  great  day»  fs 
the  glorious  ^efditfeof  ChriR  among  the  Saints,let  it  be  pctfo* 
nail  or  what  it  wil>  we  determine  not ,  but  thus  far  wee  may 
confidently  affirme  that  there  (harll  bet  mere  glorious  preftnce 
of  Jeliis  Chrift  among  his  people,  then  ever  yet  was  iince  th^ 
beginning  of  the  world.  JErvr/,  ti^^i.TheL^rAGBiAlrnHhtj^ 
A^thtLimhJhnl  h  the  Tt^fte  rfih^ni  Chdf.%2. 3  ^Tbeiktwe 
efGoA  and  ^fihe  Lumb  Jhall  h  in  it,  4nd  hu  firvtmts  (tdlfervt 
him^andthey  {hull fee  his  frc&yttiAE^k!^i.  tfaevety  laft  Words 
of  thcChapter,TiEv  n^ne  efthat  fi^ejhstll  ^^JeboYah-fhammah, 
thttis,  the  L9rdu  there.  « 

Fourthly,  the  glory  that  Ihall  be  put  upon  the  S««it4  at  that 
day,(hewslttobeagreAtday.  Glory  Ihall  be  put  upon  them, 
fitftinn^ardoftheiradinirablc  gifls  and  graces  they  OiaUbee 
heightned  and  inlarged,  the  weake  fhall  be  as  Dsnnd ,  and  they 
that  arc  as  David  fhall  he  as  the  Angel  of  God  at  that  day.  The 
bowing  d;owneof  their  adverfaries  before  rhem.  The  high  c- 
ftecme  that  they  rtial  have,e  ven  in  the  thoughts  and  judgements 
of  marty  great  ones  of  the  world,  they  Ihall  be  cilW  up  to  htk- 
ven,thatis,  thofethat  are  in  highcfl  place  and  dignity,  ih^l  tail 
them  up  And  Konortr  them  in  that  day  ^  yea  the  T e5ct  feith ,  3lfe 
Kiftgt  of  the  earth  in  that  day  Jhail  "c^nte  in ,  and  hring  their 
ghry  t9  the  Chmrch.  Therefore  \t  is  apparent,  that  place 
Revelat.  %\ .  24.  cannot  beufiderflood  of  heaven,  foritisfaid, 
the  Kings  (sfthe  earth  fiag  bring  their  glery^  they  fhall  not 
tring  their  glory  to  the  Chnrch,  when  the  Church  mall  bee  ih 
heaven. 

-teainflfUy,  a  giteit  day  it  fliall  beih  regard  of  the  Wonder- 

fiill  change  of  all  creatures,  glorious,  fruitfixll  times,fb  I  remem^ 

. .^^__ bcr 
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tiinf^   tfett  tfic  rocfcs  them-  f;H^^f^^^t^r^ff,r''fesmintiMmmelle/s^ 

fdf tS  ftODld  Ifine  tortii  ho-  ^ialmt.mnU  mamHtUt^bituf^  mfta  &  liberaSn 

Bcy  tod  precious  things ;  but  «  damkno  maU,  fSf  imfliUtiSy&  envrh-^  nan  beftis 

th»t  we'Cannot  fty,  Jpr t  tlist  fc^-  h9c  tmpm  fjagidne  Mlentutr^m  avet  pradajgd 

ri^cre  (hall  be  t  WOndcifoll  i'^^^^t^^jdatrMmn'^.  I.tdan.l.7.c.4. 

ctHuigeof^^ns^  and  all  ccettnres  brob^ttoafarthtrhap- 
ptncfle^evmtheKnifkiTecretturetaswdi^  tfacnthey 

had  before,  the  Scriptures  are  cleare  enough  in  in  AiidlitcvaUy 
wcaKfOttuderftandmao?  Saipcores  that  tend  this  wayoxi* 
eerniiiGiH*eftuWuhicfleoftheetrtii,  and  tfcc  outwardextcmall 
gtoiy  tliat  there  (haU  be  in  the  creatures.  As  upon  a  great  mar* 
fifgefeiftorCoFOiiationdj^,  all  the  ier?atXBoftbcPrm(3carc 
h^thcirbeft^aMy;  fewlici»Oiriftthis8pid^gi<obm  ihallcone 
and  m^et  with  Ins  wtfe»  ^toh  his  Spoufe ,  aliareaturcs  (haU  be 
potifito  a  new  di^lTe^  fhiU  have  farther  ^7. 

Andtiftfy^  chat  whkbwc  have  here  in  the  Text,  themnlti- 
tiidetofaUttariDnaandpeoi]le  that  fliall  flock  to  cheX^hurch, 
fhactftey  fliaU  be  zs^the  f^J  rf  the  [m.    Sat  tins  I  have  fpo- 

ken  ^**^^  **^*  ^^-  rune  qm  ttunt  tn  corpvrihusv'rA^  nm  morientttr, 
pnt  idlth^ things  tbgeCber,  fid  frr  mULt  ami  ii^niram  wuMtmUnea^  gaurtr 
and  G¥$m  fiHa  fc/ir  Jsr  #/  bmw^  &  mt  iiMts  ^rum  fm^d^  ^  Deo  cbara. 
Ptm^ifL  Laaartcibii 

Y^a^but  Oisdl  thcfethiags  be  fc  ?  (halltbev  be  £>  ? 

TJi<>h^^Q^aQdi^lood  may  tioafim  againft  tfa^ 

lAril^for  he  urdiftd  Mf  mt  pfimMj^hsaUiMti^n.  MdOb  may 
txyi  H<mtM  tfcdechiA^  be  ?  But  kt  all  fleAi  b^  filent/or  God 
iMitllr  AsNleknowm  la  his  Word,  the  gceat  things  he  interals  to 
bring  t#paft.  JfmdLZacb.  S.&l  ThM  faith  the Lnrd  wfHefis,  if 
a h^0MrVMU§M$im9he  eyes-ef^ihe  nemiumt  vfihu  feople  in  thtfi 
iitfei^fkiHtiie  4df9  icpuir^niUm  in  mine  eja  i  fkitbtht.Lerd 
^Hefis.  It  may  bea^pfyed  to  tfaisas  w«li  as  the  other.  Thde 
il£»s«iq^*fiMne  marvcilottstoyoor  eyes^  dpladklLybecaufe 
l¥e  fth^ejbMRcbm  little  acqaaiiitedwi^  butthrf  «:enot 

marT€3dttain^theey«80^  God.  ■  Yeawefia4itout:of  the  iw^rd 
that  thdfethin^  were  to  be  kept  hidientilltfacappDinied'tiAe 
fliGdidcama^  ttfl  wcdimw  tieerer  to  thargreat  day ;  we«tc  oat 
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to  wondcnr  why  thefe  thines  have  not  beene  opened  unto  us(,  for 
GodtclsufiD^/f.ii.thattheywetctobeyJ^/tfJiir^  ruen  tjf  the, 
time  apfointeJiy%iv\  ReveL  lo.  1 1 .  God  tcUeth  Ubm  thathemufi 
propheji^  again  before  the  Kia^j  »fthe  earth ,  that  is ,  before  the 
cimeof  thefulHUtDgof  all  things,  that  bookeof  the  Revelation 
(hall  be  made  out  as  clcere  as  ifUhn  were  come  to  prophedea- 
gain  before  men.  Xnd  we  hc^  it  is  comming^becaufe  God  be- 
ginneth  toict  in  light  that  way ,  and  the  morning  ftar  fcemeth 
tobe^ntoarifc.  / 

In  Zach.  1 4.5.you  have  mention  of  a  day,  that  we  may  apply 
to  the  prerent  day  that  we  have  now.  Andit  Jballc^me  to  paffe 
(faith  the  Text  there)  thai  the  light  Jhall  net  be  cleere  nor  darkf^ 
Im  itjhatt  be  one  daj  which  Jhall  be  kjfowne  to  the  Lord^  not  day 
nor  night  ^but  itjballcome  to  paffe  that  at  evening  time  it /ball  bee 
lizht.MzxVc  what  (hall  be  in  that  day ,t/rr.  8.  AnJitfiall  bo  in 
that  day  that  living  waters  Jhall goe  out  from  lernfalem;  and  ver. 
pjn  that  day  Jhall  there  be  but  one  Lord,  and  his  nanoe  one  •  and 
then  ver.  70.1n  that  day  fball  there  be  upon  the  bels  of  the  hmrjes^ 
halinefft  to  the  Lord;  and  ver.  21.  Jn  that  day  there  Jhall  be  no 
more  the  Canaanite  in  the  hotsfe  of  the  Lord  ofHofis.  Certaiol  y 
my  brethren  thefe  Scriptures  fpealceof  a  glorious  day  that  is  a 
comming,but  yet  in  the  beginnmg  of  it  it  is  j  aft  like  fiich  a  day 
as  we  have  now  for  the  prefent,  wherein  fthc  light  is  neitha: 
cleere  nor  darke :  It  is  true^not  long  fince  it  was  darke  >  now 
tills  darknefle  bcginneth  to  be  a  little  difpeUed>hut  it  is  not  decre 
yet^  many  things  for  the  prefent  darken  the  l^bt ,  and  there  is 
oppo(Ui0h  and  many^i^mpcs  upon  the  hearts  ot  Gods  people, 
and  things  goe  not  on  as^!^e  defire ;  but  blcfled  be  God  it  is  not 
nigiu  with  us,thaugh  it  be  not  full  day  it  is  not  dacke  at  it  was^ 
thoughicbenotascleareas  we  deiire;  thtrc:i>re.tliisiinowa 
day  which  is  neither  decre  nor  darke,  but  even  as  it  were  twi- 
light. Weil  but  it  {hall  be  one  day  that  is  one  fpedillday ,  and 
indeed  it  is  our  day  now,it  is  the*greateft  day  that  evtr  yet  Eng- 
landhad.  It  (hall  beone  day  which, (hall  bee  knownc  to  the. 
Lord,a  day  wherein  the  Lordhath  ^eat  thoughts  and  purpofes 
to  doe  greatthings,and  cenaioly  tms  our  day  is  knowde  to  the 
Lotd^^eat  things^God  is  about  to  doe  for  his  ChurcheSfand  lay* 
ini;  a  toundat  ion  oi  glorious  thii^gs.for  the  sxid  of  his  people. 
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And  then  inarke,though  it  be  adtifr  4({f  8*f  m£ht  tyet^tbf 

ItQMittbea4u8ki«clgiMr<%tU49y,  <n4  tbena  awn  w«il4 
tUpViStM^  events  it  niouldbf  qpitedack^wlift  tpbe  cloihljr 
aioQqfi6«¥i<pt>e4iiaQ(htt  thtee  ab  fouceof  the  dock  in  the 
lixmaopet  whfit  thep  will  it  bee  in  the  evening  f  fivdy 
t^it  peft  neede* bee  aiowd^flK  t  No>  thm^  it  beeaot 
^ifitai  now*  thmph  it  bee  a  doady  (i^  iadp^t  of  itduke» 

Si(>bc0T«Bii^  tuBcit  fliffU  iiee  ll^t :  When  it  (hall  bee 
i  apidtsi  tohave  Ughtwmd  when  we  OomU  moft  feare  dark- 
twft,whenwe(haUbec  rovfytQeondiide*  Oourdajrisgone, 
onxiscUcd  Coddid  bdnga  di^  to  £aglapd>  a  cotnfoitable 
dwtkm^  it!wa$a  Uttblwkesyet  tbeK  was  a  glorious  l^fat 
in  opmpanfeo/of  what  we  had  before ,  but  npw  it  is  growne 
tsmm  cvoHDg,  (^  evening  begins  to  fliut  t^xxi  w,  wee 
]«okedfM-light  bntbefaold  (Miaeffi;.    Perl»p9  many  will  bee 

poftwRtib^  ^ii  he  coaufy  to  h^etlwithepitgfiDk  within  them* 
andtocryour,  omv  «w  day  it  cone  andtheevenii^iacoia- 
misoand wee oiMft look i«>rdirikencfle» yea  and  ft«e  adiiiisall 
^i^axtk.  K9wmybiserhren»beofgoodco<afbrt,  ior4>«v#»M»|: 
MM*rii«f  ^^<i$^;whenwethiskitiKaU  be  evening,  when 
kKmeftwOikehrtoheUrin,  ^hen.&aU  thcli|htof  theLocd 
hnak«fatth  SMft  ^cNdouHy.*  for  w^wfcover  this  da^  ot  Je^tel 
eosMMtli*  ^^^  mAhs  iadit^ifXkm  workof  Godas  may 
aiwiufyhiriiifBebelbie«he^«aofaM«icn,  andther^eatthe 

mt  ^tm  iiri^^im  *  Wehive  had  Som*  drops  of  Uviog  waters 
jnchiaoiK  cb^,  hittheoeis  a  day  aconsiing  wherein  living  wa- 
tenihalLeiKaflowontofJecB&kn.  , 

NewtowindeupaU.  There  is  a  day  lor  the  SaiQts,  aceftfor 
diefeoiiedFGod,ad^whereio  Ood  will  deliiver  ^m  ftom 
allafiBidions.  I  have  met  with  one,  that  fpeaking  «f  the  Sab- 
toh^that  the  Jew  nug^t  Wodic  ^  S™  «Pop  'Heir  Sabbath, 
becaiife  libat  reft  w«  to  fienifie  the  reft  of  the  Siuiits,heap- 
pbteth  k  thns  :That  was  (iaith  he)  a  type  that  there  a  hich 
atuDcofreft^fa  ^Saints,  that  they  &aU  be  delivered  from 
ali  fiecy  trnOs.  all  tlKir  afiaifftjoos  $iall  be  gone  and  .takeol 
'  Cc  away' 


In  the 

evening 

tiiifKit 

fiudlbe 

light. 
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fixhorrac. 
to  come  in 
tocm- 
bracc  god- 
lines^  to 
joynewkh 
the  Saints, 


away.  GrcMtJb^tbetbfddypfUzjreeL 

The  confideration  otthis  (me  thinbs)  might  be  t  ftmng  argu* 
mcnt  to  draw  in  all  p€<^leto  tht  wayeSjto  thelove  of  g^lincs 
and  Religion;  to  come  and  joyne  with  the  Churches  in  ap- 
pointing Chriil  heSMl  over  them.  All  you  wicked  ones  that  have 
h)ifaken  the  Lord  hitherto .  come  in  and  joyne  now,  and  fubmit 
unto  J  efos  Chrift  as  your  Head,  for  great  fbaU  he  the  JUy  ofUt^ 
reel.  There  is  a  great  day  forthe  Church  of  God,  a  day  of  glory/ 
a  day  ofabundanceof  wonderhill  mercy  of  God  to  theChurches. 
They  (hall  have  their  day ;  come  you  m  and  embrace  Religion, 
that  you  may  partake  of  their  elory*  Certainly  the  Saints  of 
God  fhall  havethe  better  of  it,(halhavethcday  ofall  the  world, 
let  the  world  ftrive  againft  them  what  they  can.  Every  sian 
defires  to  follow  the  ftronger  party  and  to  cleave  to  that :  would 
you  cleave  to  the  ftroi^er  part  ?  Cleave  to  the  Saints  of  God,  to 
the  Church,  for  certainly  it  is  the  ftronger  part^Itisagoir^ 
up,  it  is  a  rifing,  and  will  rile  more  and  more  till  it  be  rifen  unto 
the  heighth.  Thoi^h  there  be  (bme  oppofition^  yet  it  is  fuch 
as  llis^  make  the  glory  of  the  day  fo  much  the  more* 

Thole  men  that  now  (hall  ftand  to  pleade  for  Antichrift,  and 
to  (^>pofe  the  work  that  God  is  about,  certainly  they  are  men 
borne  out  of  time,  borneinanillhoure.  Your  Papms  and  (ii- 
perftitious  {>eople  that  heretofore  ftocd  for  that  way,  they  pro^ 
pered  in  their  way,becaure  the  day  of  Gad  was  not  lo  nearc,  bat 
the  day  of  his  patience  in  permitting  Antichrift  to  continu^was 
then.  But  doeft  thou  come  now  ?  what  fuperftitious  now  ? 
what  oppoHng  the  worke  of  God  now  t  when  God  is  coixuning 
out  to  nght  againft  Popery  and  fuperftition,  when  God  is  aboix 
to  do  fuch  great  thin^  tor  his  Churches  as  he  certainly  is , 
Thou  fightclk  againft  God,  and  God  will  fight  againft  thee,  and 
thou  (halt  be  throwen  upon  thy  backe.  Thou  ait  borne  in  the 
wotft  time  that  pofiibly  could  lie,worre  then  allthe  adverfaries 
of  the  tnith  in  former  times. 

Andif  there  beffxrh  ad^,ktus  be  willing  to  fiifo  a  little  for 
a  while,letui  be  wiiUng  to  mourne  for  the  Churches  awhile  in 
that  way  of  monniii^  that  God  calls  us  unto,;  for  there  \%  a  re^ 
compenctcomminf,gloryenoughcomia»ingeven  in  this  world. 
There  is  a  time  of  triumphing,  let  us  be  content  with  our  virar- 
fare  here  for  a  while.  Thirdly, 
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rAirdly,lctus  ftudy  thefc  things-   Thefe  things  are  ufetuU 
for  people  in  thcfc  times  to  look  into,to  (earch  into  t  hcfe  truths 
of  God,  that  fo  they 'may  be  the  better  prepared  to  meet  Chrift 
their  Bride-groome  when  be  commeth.  Marke  that  place 
Ez^kcJ^,^  I^  i*  rpokcn  of  the  glorious  times  of  the  Gofpeljefpc- 
ciaUy  of  thefe  times  I  am  fpeakirg  of;  where  God  faith  to  the 
VxoptkCtfBch^iJ  with  thine  ejes^  and  hcdre  with  thine  eares^  andftt 
thimehcitrtmpen  4i  that  Ifball  Jbew  thee.   And  what  did  God 
ihewhim?  he  (hewed  him  the  meafiire  of  the  Temple  and  all 
the  glorious  things  that  there  ihduld  be  ID  the  Church  in  future 
times*    So  I  fay  to  you  my  brethren  concerning  that  I  have  fpo- 
ken  of  the  great  day  ofle^eel ;  behold  with  your  e}'C$,  look  int  o 
Gods  bookand  lee  what  is  faid  there  ("for  I  have  named  but  lit- 
tle) and hcare  with  your  earcs,  and  fet  y pur  hearts  upon  w  hat 
hwibeen  fet  before  you,    Soin/y^.41.  xo.  You  have  9  place 
fomewliat  like  this  >  ijpeaking  of  the  mercie^  i)k  God  tp  his 
CAorch  in  latter  times,uiith  the  tttt^That  they  mayjee^nd  knew, 
iml^eitfiderfMndttnderJiahdtnethtr,ths$  the  hand ef  the,  Lcrdhaih 
dene  this^  emd  the  Hely  One  oflfrael  hath  crested  it.    M  ark  how 
one  word  is  heaped  upon  another,  that  they  tMyfee,  and  knew, 
^JmdcpnJtdeTy  andt^nderfiandwh^t  God  Would  dp  for  his  people. 
And  when  God  came  to  revealetfaeglprious  things  he  intended 
for  Us  Churches  in  fiiture  times  in  the  book  of  the  ReveUtien 
(which  is  the  fpeciall  book  that  declareth this  unto  us)  Mark 
howtheLprdb4(nneth;Itisfaid(70^gs(vethisfirll  to  Chrift; 
fecondiy  ChHfi  to  the  Jingei ^xhkdiy  the  J»gel  to  lohn^  and  then 
diere  is  prencainceda^/^j^^j'ito.  him  that  re^ds  and  hears  the 
3»prdseSthkyrjf^Tfeandurtdtrftandtit^   :WhW,afplemneway 
of  blemiu;  is  here  1  There  is  not  fiich  an  exprefllon  inall  the 
booke  of<^:^|vhereJuveyo^ablefling£>  folemfik  pcockimed 
to  the  reading  and  hearijag  of  aiiy  of  the  bookes  of  mkI  asto  that 
book?  Theidbre  though  they  are  thipgsth^itfeemetobeabove 
Qs^et  cectainlyGod  would  have  us  to  enquire  into  thefe  things^ 
It  is  the  fraitc^oi  the  purchafeof the  blood  oi  Chrifl  to  open  thefe 
(eales.    Hevel.  5.9.  v^e  reade  that  there  was  ne  man  inhe^vin 
n^iifedrtb  that  woe  ahUre  ofentfee  beekdnd  faleefrthefiales 
ihereef^ne^j  the  Lamhe  that^  was  pine  a^tdtli^t  hatjh  refdeemed  tee 
I  etnta  God  by  his  bleod^  he  wasenelj  worthy  to  ofstt  the  jeales. :  It 
I  Cc  a  ^  is! 
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is  a  fruit  I  fay  of  the  daughter  of  Chrift  iiidof  his  blood,  and 
therrfore  cry  to  him  for  the  oMning  thefc  things  to  thee.  Atid 
fhei^h  thou  beeft  Tery  weake  in  regard  of  patts^  andthikikcft 
with  thy  felfe.  How  can  I  underftand  fuch  thit)gs  as  theTe  ? 
know  that  it  ii^  OxeSt  that  tfaroi^h  his  blood  comes  id  opeti 
thefefeaies^  aadfeek$itiaafroite#fhisbloodj  itistioinatttt 
whether  thou  ait  weake  or  ilrongif  he  come  to  opeti  theiti  to 
thee; as/^r.33.2.6ithGodtothe Prophet,  Cdaufnamfxndl 
will  Jtnp  theegriMt  and  mighty  thmgt  wbktfth&ukn^iii^fi>f^^. 
fo  I  fay  to  you,  beapmyirtg  people,  cattupon<3odaW4%ewiU 
caufe  you  to  undecftam  grtat  and  excellent  things  that  yofihave 
not  known. 

And  (my  brediren)  feeing  thefe  thihgs  ftiall  bfc  tJtm,  Oh 
whttmanntrof  perifcns  ought  wee  to  be?  how  heavenff  ?oat 
hearu  ftiMild  rife  up  Aom  thie  earthy  feeing  God  intoidethto 
do  iudigre&lf thing»fop  hiaf>eople.  As  it  is  ipufio.  Arife^  «f^ 
I^^ks  9f  ^fy  dufi^  fir  %  ii£h  ucome  p-  ^^gUrjoft^e  Lmtis 
ripm  $ifdn  tf^e^  fo  I  fay  to  the  Churches  now,  Arife,  arfift^ 
(hake  offthedttft  of  your  earthly  affeftions^fcft  thriltght  of  Godj 
is  now  ready  toadfe  upon  you ;  Now  ft^fkm  car  Am,  wtfwUft 
up  yourheartstbovctht  things  of  the  world.  /""'  \ 

We  rwdc  in  Art^*/.  4.  of  the/wurr  /mifgritjrtrr^r^jtfiatap-. 
peareduntoM^i,  tfaefirft  was  ItkeaZ^^^  and  tfae'fteorid  like 
an  Oxe^  ffid  ^he  thirdhad  itifkc€  m  4  MuHy  and  the  fbuntifwas 
likea  fifii^g  Edgte.  Tfaey^tte  f adcofdmg  to  tfie  iiiterptttarfdn 
that  reverent  BriihfmM  giveaj  tofetout  untbua^the^Aorftttes 
andcmditiodSbrtbeChiU'di.  The  PrimiHi/e  timet  we^Zy&H^ 
likf  &r  their  valour  \t\ktfie4md ^p  like  an  Oxi  to  beife  th^ 
burthens  of  Antidsriftraher/tfrdhad  aftceasaii»^»  thsttftbod 
for  their  liberties  and  w^di)otbeiind<riiM:hthrvetj,to^ 
areonrtiiMs^andthen  thc|/tM(y*^asanBr^^  that^bttB^bfSi 
IntheftateeftheChni^  iftftltftier  thk^  fhallbejilteah  EJfgte^ 
haveheaveiflyheaits,  noftteh4raf^»  bafe^  ti(rtfily^btttti«4^ 
have  now  Jiabour  we  even  now  to  be  fb  thit  Wi  liiirg  Wfitftr 
thatday«  •  '  '^^    •*•*  ' 

AndktwkSMWaf^^ 
«iM.  'Ht)<«^rAlillwtpi!^re?Tted^ 
be,  Ifaall btwtfhtitfi^ Whkififthrf*gke090ieJfc&fHft'i^imf;  I 
.      -  _        That  ' 
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Thit  greM  1>e(!ltiMe  ^  oiv  |aftifii?atton  by  t&c  nghteonfa^ 
t)f  Chtift  fl%4lbe  dK  gttoit  bofindftof  ditt  dq2»  inwtichthe 
^IoiyoFt1ieS«imir(hallAifchcitti^,  aodtthey&aUbexiocfacidi 
withthac,  klkidlbedMtlyiincloBlkNiddfaUfl^  du^ihall 
^antadK<Stofdltip6ndUt>kstQd  oidm^  they^^J 

Let  ift  <t^  ^e  I>Dftf  iw  df  ihe  rn^tottfiidfe  •f  Cbrift  ^Totie 
hand,  ibr«cJmislike«6be4M:r«l«tl^  dff,  ch«t  i^thd 

white  fimai  of  ^he  Sddtits  whick  fliiMbechtir^Qfy.  let  us! 

oylcn6tioiMyt3^jtftj^£iKi«t)j  borfiuAifioiitibtiiftdtMr,;  IHrring! 
in  our  fanttts^thaHo  w^  tiMy-b^fiUo^itt^ 
whcnf6ever  1ieto«imcth  ttito  i». 

And  all  of  you'Ubdor  MwioMlniAyMf  children  in  the 
knowledge  of  GodjMdtit  OhvM,  Imif  titpin  up  in  the  feare  of 
the  Lord  that  they  may  be  feed 'for  that  day.  Acquaint  themj 
with  theie  jthing^  jfor  though  perhaps  you  may  be  dead  and; 
gondbcfa(Sthij|rflrd^/yct  they  may  livetofeeit  ;there^ 
fere  catechize  themy^aiqdniiid^  ttfemfbojfe 

Principles  that  may  fittfem  for  the  meeting  of  Jefus  Ghritt' 
tfefirBride-groome.  *  •*^-   H;         '^  v^ 

To  conclude  allj  Let  us  be  all  praying  Chriftiant.    Itistnitt 
which  IS  charged uponTisinfy!i.^^.  AHj^mthttt  nmkg  nmn$i  ' 
pnof  the  Lord,  hef  net  filence audftmhim np  rejl^tithe e^AbHJh;* 
till  he  make  Jerufdlemdfrdifein  the^rth.^  God  pith  aNdayta 
fet  upJerrtTatcm  as  the  praife  of  the  whole  earth,  onbe  praymg, 
fkivfi^  xSOiflians  every  one  of  you,  and  give  God  no  reft  till  j 
hceffeftthis.    And  remember  Godot  all  his  promifes,  ft  arch. 
theProphetSj  iectch  the  book  o(  God,  and  urge  Godwithliisj 
promifcs to  the  Church  in  this  way.  Ajid  you  that  are  tjie  weak- ; 
cft,beTTottitfeociniged4iifour4)i^       .  you  may  he  amines  fo 
farther  andhtften  this  great  day  of Ifzra/.Pfs,  1 02.  i  j.Tht  Pfal^^ 
mift  had  ^ken  before  of  Gods  building  uf  Zion^  and  certainly 
thatPfalmeisaProphefieof  the  glorious  times  of  the  Church 
that  IhUlbe,markc  what  the  Text  faith.  The  Lord  Jhdtt  regard 
the  prayer  of  the  defiituteyandJhaUnet  dejpife  their  prayer ;  fpeak- 
ing  of  thofe  that  {hall  live  in  thofe  times  a  little  before  this  day 
of  Jej<reel  (hall  hc^TheLordJhall  regard  thefrayer  of  the  dejlitute: 
the  word  that  is  tranflatcd  JUfiitHtty  it  (ignity  eth  in  the  Hebrew^ 
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4fo0rJtrmiin^hiwiiJerHeff€,  apoorlhnibthttthefootofevciy 

beaftisieadyto  tretd  down^  tnd  that  poor  (hnib  that  perhaps 

is  defpicablein  thecyesoFthe  worlds  and  defpicabiein  hiaown 

cycs,yct  faith  the  text^lib^  LordfisB  rfg^rd  thefrMjrr  ^thit  foor 

firuki   Isthcrexverapoorfhiiib  though  never  fo  dmitute,  fo 

de&icibkin  thecyctof  thtworld or inthineown vjt%  f  vet  be 

Uioa  a  prayiff  Cbiftkn,  a  praying  ibul,  praying  for  thofe 

thineSy  and  Ged  wiUregardthy  prayer^he  will  not  de* 

fpiie  thy  prayer.  Perhaps  thou  arc  roujy  to  defpift  thy 

prayers  thy  &If»  but  God  wiLnot  deipife  theni^let . 

.  all  our  hearts  beli^ed  upland  let  us  all  cry  with 

the  Church,  Come  L$rilefm^   Cam 

frickiyy  Oh  let  this  day  come^ 

fir  gnat  fiaU  ketbi/Uy 

rflfveiL 


■Mil    1 'f  i'   ft  (i   ^  I  ft,;  i?''r\  jinitir/t{i.  i.n-'r-  ■*>!.■ 


■  Digitized  by 


LiOOgk 


tf9 


r 

LA    A    A    tf\ 


ikMm.-. 


H  OS  E  A,    Chap.  2. 
Ti&e  Fitft  L0ure^. 


C  U  A  p.    2.    Vb  R.    I,  2. 

1^47  untoj^ur  hretbren^  Ammi^  4ml  tojmrfifierSy  Ruhamsk^ 
PUadmtbjstfr  mothtr^  fUdd  •^  frr  Jheis  n^t  mj  wiffy  mitber  4m 
IberbMibdndydu:,    ^ 

"^^^ 

Ome  /•jrne  thefirft  yerfeof  th]sChj^>terto  the 
end  of  the  former.'  and  (according  to  a  fenje 
that  may  be  given  pf  the  words^agreeable  to  the 
fcopeot'the  latter  j^rt  of  the  foccner  Chapter) 
it  may  feem  more  tit  to  be  made  the  end  of  that, 
then  the  beginningof  this. 
Id  the  latter  end  of  the  former^God  was  in  a  way  of  promifing 
flieity  to  his  people,  that  thofediat  were  not  bis  people  (hould 
be  his  people,  and  tfaofe  that  had  nojt  received  mercy  (hould  re- 
ceive mercy.  Now  he  calleth  upon  all  whofe  heatts  were  with 
God,  to  ^ak  to  one.  another  of  this  great  favour  ef  God  to  his 
people,  tot  their  mutuall  encouragement  ^  and  for  the  praife  ef 
his  Name.    As.^  he  (hould  fay,  Well^  you  ^ve  been  under 
dreadfiillthreatsof  God,  your  Bnnes  hav<^  called  fofdceaidfull 
thbgs;  bat  my  grace  tsfree,anditis;ich  and  powerfiill>  there^ 
fore  you  that  \vere  not  my  people,  andhavcidcferved  to  be  for 
ever  caft  ofFfrom  bebg  my  people ,  you  that  had  not  obtained 
mercy fhall  obtaine  mercy  ;  Sdj  t0j0$trh€tkra9yAmm^4Hdu 
jmrJiftfrr^Rtf^anuih^  that  1%  Ojrquthat.«re.godly ,  fpc^  one 
toanothjor,  and  tell  one  another,  ffW  the  quicraing  of  one  ano- 
ther 
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jthcrs hearts; oOb's great favoicpt God  ofhis&pegrace^oiiray, 
\Ammi^Amrm^ti^d^i^\tofG<A.fiuhdmdh,  Ua^%  merqyi.Wc 
'  wt?r<itt^his  pe^pcixiUKtw  ^im  againe»  God  hath  piomifedl 
tc>  misike  us  to  be  his  people ;  we  Were  rejeAed  from  mercy^but 
mercf  i^coTiicagain,now  RuhMfMh.O  the  inerc)j  ofGod^Othit 
free  grace  of  our  God,  that  w^  that  have  been  fo  vilf >-fo  provo- 
ked the  eyes  cf  his  glory,  we  tJiat  have  ie  (inaed  againft  mercy  it 
felfe,  yet  mercy  (hould  thus  folic  ;^  usjto  make  us  his  people,and  i 
taiave  usfreai  his  wrath  t 

It  is  a  good  thing  to  fpeatk  of  the  levivg  kiiube(!e  of  our  God. 
P/4/,p2.i«  Jtisag0otttkiftgt0-give^hnnl^tmP$thfLord^  andt§ 
h  nHing  ^  theMifttffe  of  God  in  the  mornings  and  his  fditkfmU 
nefft  overjnifht.  That  Pfalme  is  ajpppii^ed  fox  the  Sabbath. 
It  is  a  work  oTthe  Sabbath  to  be  ipealan^  one  to  another  of  the 
goorfnrtfeofGod:  Efpedattyihdittsori^  when  tpwiplc were 
VHtiidthat  t^l^odd  have  beOi  for  tvotrejefted^thlttiowGod 
ftiould  call  them  ag^iine,  Ammi jsiy  people,  oxti  %  now  tgaioe 
that  he  will  have  m^cy  upon  them.  tfiU.iJ^^.^^^^^ni^nerd' 
tUhpaafiiMifiiAy  namOtoknoiier^  AHdfh^dioimrothjw^^uc 
a^/  •  lmU,poi^ofthe'^mriom  bononr^tly  m^tfiit^andif  tbf 
'mkiJlir4^i9oflQ,  Mark  Wfttt  Che  wayes otGod  ace toi^rd  hoM 
Cte*tfc)WlienlieosiBinetli  m  tfKwav^  ^  meiiqr$  th^  oxt 
wonJrom  n^^i^ofGody^ey  arethe  migkrieails  ofGod^tlK^  we 
iiich  wherein  the  honomr  ofGoit^ptotcs^  vea  they  are  the  honour 
^hif  M^jifie^  yea  they  are  tbotfori^m  honour  <f  hit  Msije^. 
"ifrnt  ioUaij^Jtt^nfm<X}AA0s^^  honour  of  Mt/e%, 
-mighvy  «  otitfsof God,  wonderfuB  vfqrks  of Go4.  Whenthde 
appeare,  thefe are  to  be ^Av/^m/indcectV  Aiidfcr thcmto  ht atfalc 
lo<jiy4«^ene  tnoitherg  Anmi,  tcAlCmnmahy  it  was  to  decimrt 
thew9nd»t^Bmi^fGod^^  ofhimnfefloe. 

¥eaitffeik>\<;tt4lMJhQrintliatPiaff!^  MenfhMfpoal^ 

^itf^homi£bt4f4hypmn0tl€  kS^i^  and  I  will  dtclnrethygroatnogt. 
-Atfd  vhrfe  7.  Th^  fhaU  aktmdnntkf^  ^ttr  the  memory  of  thy 
fyeat^odmep.  ErnStdhnm^  fo  Arias  Montanm  rc|ideis  it» 
theyfEfeHnot be ablctb kcepc it in>ut  breafcc  forth m  thelaf- 
0idfyottfQFjgbotin(iQe.     .     ' 

>Hai{>py  etpthrfc people Aact'G^ graiitsfedi  fub/eftsof  dif- 
0Mai^e5Unto>  Ifbat  they  ntty<6yoneto  another,  iofheir4)r&- 
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ti^cnmi*(&j^^^i-4p^K^^'c^\]9j^^  jLt  was.  oo^ Jong 
(incc  >  ttutt  whe^^  w^net  >vitl<  wt  brethren^  we  CMOld  not; 
have  iiich  a  fubjed  pf  difcourfeas  this  iSj  but  uHially  when\ 
Chriftiacis  met  together  after  their  Salutations ,  their  firft 
qacftioD  was;  Qa  1^  what  (h^Il  wee  doe  ?  what  (hall  wee 
cbe  ?  what  coiirfe  (Jbtall  wee  take?  AU  the  New^  almoft 
that  was  in  the  Kingdoms,  and;  (be;  iubjVl  of  .difcourfes 
("(pedalljr  among  the  Saints)  was  this  ,  Such  a  Minifter 
filcnced  in  fiich  a  place  >  fuch  a  one  bani(hed  in  wiotthet 
place  ,  fuch  %  one  imprifoned  in  another  place  ,  fuch  a 
oncH^-C^mflionedin  another  pl|ce»f^qh^lgnes  of tfaie' wrath 
ofGkxl  upon  us^we  are  afraid  that  God  is  going,  ifheebenot 
quite  gone  already,we  are  afraid  that  hejwill  not  oiidy  rejed  us 
hrom  being  his  people^but  rejcA  us  from  being  a  people  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  . 

But  blefled beGod,  be^i^h chiuqtgcdjthe  fubjeAof  o^r,diP 

courfc2<  Now  Cods  wajtes  have  rbegon  to  be  towards  us  as  if 

he  intended  to  make  us  again  to  be  his  people,    Now  we  may 

when  we  meete  together  bavpplentifoll  wi^&s  of  difcourfes 

abodtGods  grace  and  mercie^te  by  Amm^Ruhamah^Q  the  Lotd 

eianifeftetbgooikieire  tQau  unworthy  NatioHjatKl  we  have  hqgQ 

that  yet  he  willoynie  us  to.be  his  f^l^s  we  haye^^Kipe  that  y^ 

hewiUihewmerdetous  though  never  fo  unwonhy. ,  Who 

would  have  thought  ever  to  have  (eene  and  h^rd  of  fiich  things 

as  we  have feeneand  heard  i  who  would  have  thought  ev^  to 

iMveieene  the  heartsottheadyerfarif^fo^4apnted^.  it|ieir  power 

focurbcd^ir r^e (b qu#:d«the. wi^kediqithe^ own  worices 

fo  enfiiared;  theif  hopes  ^  difappointeid  ?  who  wouldjevt r  have 

X  jhought  to  have  feene  the  Saints  ib  rc/oycing  >  their  liberties  to 

inlATgcd,  their  hearts  and  e^eedations  fo  raifed  ?  This  is  the 

frecgraceofGodf  Ammi^Hba^f$4A,^  wehaye'Ot)tainedLmercie, 

GodiAthdigdiwit^usri^iabend^^  .'  .  /  : 

This  vvp  mnft,  iiptd>fcQ\Wipf  whw  jM^^  |ncete,as  mattef  ejP 
newes  onely)but  we  mud  fpeake  of  it  to  the  praife  of  Gckl  j  for 
the ianAifying of Gw hearts.   -      ^  >. ..  :^  ,.,^ 

Our  brethren  in  Ireland  have  another  lubjec!!:  of  their  dif- 
xotnrfes  at  this  day*  M.V\(hen;a  brother  and ftftilct  meece  tfvs  is 
the  6A>i^  o4*tlM!»/lifeo|«fe  J  (^  my  Fjidi?ri  my  m^t  t^cn 
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au!h«  atjr  bf  (heltebHsf  And  cbettf  anffiNi^^i^fiidli  I  IdtfflAttn, 
*lteh^i(SfY(W6tfiarft«1tkifitdi«di9«nA%»(itfl]i'iBnd^  fech 
hoa(e&  were  fit ed,  fuck  Cities  and  towMes  wcr«  ttthett ,  «h4 
vvith  WM  gt^ly  Viliig«t  do« J^oa  tfciifkettey  loote  dne  apon 
another,  when thiy  «e  tkis  (ekt«i»thtfft  fid tWttgs f  He 
yrc«4«>f  God  cattle  aiBt-agsHnfl:Et)glM)d,tttt  it  ihttk  l^ted  ep* 
cffltfrtland.  OiHiwdrthyartWerftfcc&lHerfeiii  Weeft/6y,  if 
Wf^ii  w^  Aieete  ta^fSMx  oar -difeotlFfes  bt  frotliy  ind  li^iic ,  a- 
bont  vertn^ahd  mviatl  things,whenC>od-liadi  ^ten  us  fiidt«(ub- 
jied  tif  ddfceurfe  iis  he  hath  dotie437  foch  gtatioift,  and  Wedderw 
fbtl)M^gIbtMu;  Wijr^s  ^-fiiK  titi«6i«to!(vat^  u»  h-i^b  kN 
fetage.  -•;  ■'•  ''•    •      •»  ^  :-•.    •'  ., ;■•  ; 

■  The  metttes^oFGdd  krg  to  tft  indildlt^i]^  our  ^>int«  ^  vte 
(hould  not  on^ly  tell  them  one  to  another,  but  again  and-agafti 
iiMtiMteitfKttii]^dii<<)Ur«eiW»' '  lo^eed  <36dli  arereie^  it  ftrft 
ithey'feehJt<ytiikt?iiti{><<fficM  ttpbn  oritl^sM^heiiBpitmiM 
ijlfi>dt*yyirtfe'ed*.  '      '       '     '       • 

S^jt'ayot&brethrm.  •ffjatis  ^«e€drd»ng>(ofeflf>6)  l£ti«- 
i£uSrfo  wlkim GodlheW^iiJecfallincrde^lay  Vo'^mI,  tb  «h» 
tai  Tribi»  rhit^m^We  itiMc  tiiretoftved  then-'AwMj  <««  /m£<j!»  Wtt 
a&tVbtmatiiiAhklfifiid'ms^  to4>e<<tflbfF(^ftibeiitgthe(^«oJ 
^le  <^f G6il.l.tit'm£fl&^etd^e  in¥hi& ,  thft<  »i>tir  biVthivn^Mft'- 
csiVedagttihtomepcy.' '    -    ■  •  i;    '■  ■•-  . 

Agtaci<At$heftt  (bbittd  reioyce  tt](<»odsiilerdefiitoWaMti»- 
tMt&;.  <:>ddst»i^ti«J4fr^Mfii)it^Ode»),tl(»eneedi»iky«t>- 
'vyit^'tl«i^,m>^^^  fey']^lt  >»ihid>  othiiM  lArWi  -IfldMd 
vHieii<Mitii^n'i«  ticfacfth^^itiotiitt.anoCbdViliRajf^  liKh«rta 
lerMehimth^terfeJoycec  aOonffiltr  isfea^to«nvK  tbe'ifto 
"iftxtx  tb!at  another  l^tli ,  Why-?  tfitcauire  (h^re^v  iiimwtbhii;^ 
<But  When  we  coine  t&  Oods  inencie  'theit  1^  Mdaie^leiMft^ 
tbere,tfaat  foulethat^Ahtieitfte^b^^aMdt^tirfnfti^ie.^ccUCKS 

fliaglifficti.'      '-•■'    ■':•;•:'-•■•'•- 

•    •       ■         ■    •:  ;  :  .       .-.  .1  .      :.      ...:.        ■ 

Tfto<e'<w1fc>}»G6dhifthi>e<id[Yefl«dt<>taerde>  w^ fll<«Id¥e«|| 
i^eit^  ftitblM«thetV<«K<^ito.l6^66il'fi^ed'Mereiit  twfiach! 

I'  •  >   '  -mdl 
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sodfock,  well  may  we  afxemtths^m  our  brethren  t^d  fiftci:| 
thaiIlHioeitakcathcmto»tf!cic?weaH;rfV  be  ready  willing 
tDtakediWR  into  brotherly  fwiety. 

But  now  if  we  take  thcfe  words  as  the  beginning  <^  t|ie  for 
cond  Chapter,  then  we  ftitll  fee  them  cattwd  iia  fywi  dii&rcht 
way*'  AndtAingoitb^mCo  (aa  moft  4oe)I{hall6rft  Ihtv/ 
yoatfacfiropeoftheXDhapterinthe  parta  of  it  >  and  thep  Aiew 
in  wh^&nfe  the  vford$  may  be(»rrye4>a$  the  bcgiiming  of  this 
Chapter*  •       :  . 

TiirftopeQfthisftcond  Chapter  is  wxinif  according  tqk  that 
tt^theiiift,  vK^tQifhewiinito  Jfroctl  thm  finncand  ^heirdnn- 
ger^andfcoondly  to  promifeGods  aboundant  grace  a^d  njer- 
cie  ag«iii.  The  firft  is  efpecialiy  fif^m  the  thinning  to  the 
14.  vfrfeym^thokxond^ ffom  the  14.  v/rfi  to  ^e  end ot  the 

Yet^hfsisrnot  mtxwAAMafy^vi,  nd/ttbci3C»r>wegiveiin;exaA 
dbvifion7of fhisDoiDore thaft we<»]U giwot'tbe ^hev  Why? 
Becmfcthinga are  £b  int?aimxed^or  they  are  thcpathceiicaU  ex- 
preffiom  c£slovijm;i,andyet  apcovoked  huf  bandL  andtheretocc 
whmheiscominffig^tceblhYiiiirthifi.^^  whohttJ^dM^t 
fil&dyi«itfabii]i,rodte£hewherhfacfi()«^  whiiftltt 

kflMuaifisttingofhisdifpka^  bowels  of  bis:CQ0ip9(HQn 

beginto  ystne^andhe  couft  havq  fotse  expreflkm  of  lovcin  the 
jDkUefboiaU;  iii0»wfacahehatiihAdit^^  Q&PF«0]tH)aipfJLQvg) 
iitf falis;aeiinto  wAukekevMxAjto  ihaUrJberjber  fi9<^«  And 
itoltts^wels^mnea^uahitadhe*^^  oi 

love  vain.  We  lia&e  mrndtHfQ  in  the  lorfner  C W^^)^ »  f^^i 
fliaU tode^t  foiBthii  i  JPortfioughjchi  begjming Qf thri$  Ch^  [ 

there  is  promife  of  mercie'and favour,  and  ttpreffioje$<pA;^;^ 
ndtlieniR<ftee%IftbYer<eliegQ€Sft9r<h^i9tt^  tiftdin 

the  14.  t/^be^ns  to  expreiTe  mercie  again. 

iVsGoddotiitntltlacftte^fofliQal^wet   Wheri.v«n!biiHao- 
tfamihataresMidtoiiAM^fliwUfQf^^ 
infHtlcNK^diemiaod  whisxT.wtiiiw¥tft  lQir6>  ttfietocc^it^^fp^ 
yettotaWiiotiflCQf'\lrliatisaa]yffi:^t!0i!^^  Ma<)y 
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foas  that  there  is  nothing  but  bitternelfc  •  and  they  kno\ir  not 
how  to  manifeft  their  love,  but  they  doit  fo  as  that  there  is  no- 
thing but  cockering  and  immoderate  indulgencie.  God  mixeth 
both  together. 

S^jtojour  hrethreny(^c. 

Take  It  for  the  beginning  of  the  firft  part  of  this  fecond  Chap- 
ter, tor  the  fnewing  of  them  their  finnej  and  rebuking  them, 
What  then  n:uft bethe  fenfeand  the  fcopeof  the words>  Smj  f 
j^ur  brethren  y  Amtniy&c  ? 

Then  it  is  carried  thus.  Something  muftbe  fupplirtl  for  the 
making  up  the  fiill  fenfe.  As  if  God  iliould  have  laid,  Oh  Am^ 
miy  you  whom  I  have  referved  to  be  my  people,  you  to  whoni  I 
have  (hewed  mercy,  there  yet  is  remayningahtndfuUof  you, 
while  you  remaine  to  be  be  my  people,  and  others  caftoC  and 
y  oil  obtay  ning  mercy,  and  othei  s  re  jeAed,  let  it  be  your  care  to 
exhortjperfwade,  convince,  ufe  all  the  iheanes  you  can  to  bjing 
your  orethren  &  HfterSonto  that  grace  ofGod  you  have  received: 
S^jt^jourbrethretty  fay,  it  is  not  exprefled  what  they  (hould 
fay,  tnit  by  that  which  followeth  we  may  undeiiland  what  the 
meaning  of  God  is,  when  he  iiith  F-lead  mth  yottr  m^her;  &c. 
that  is,you  that  have  received  mercy  and  are  my  people,  thene  is 
a  remnant  of  you ;  do  not  you  thjink  that  fo  long  as  you  fctpe 
and  are  well  enough  your  felves,no  great  matter  what  becomes 
of  othcr^yoh  no,but  letyour  hearts  be  much  toward  your  tnetkrea 
and  fifterSjlet  your  bowels  yeme  toward  them,  oh  fcckelHtbe 
poflible  to  draw  them  unto  God  that  they  may  receive  mercy 
too^  labour  to  convince  them,  ^yand  (pcaketo  them  that  they 
may  notyet  (land  out  againft  God  and  be  obttinatc ;  faj  to  'yo$fr 
brethren  Ampfi^andto^ynrfifisrs  Rubamdh;ymth9l  are  Awtmiy 
and  youthathkVe  received  mercy  do  you  fpei^k  to  your  bretfatoi 
.^^dfifters.  »'        :  f    :    :  ■  i. 

And  this  aflfottietb  unfo  us  many  excdlent  Obiervations. 

.As  .'••.';♦•.  . 

FirftjThat  in  the  moft  comfpt  timesof  aIl,God  doth  uleto  re- 

.  ferve  a  }^Q^Ie^(>4ll(verlomtirom  thegoilr  cA\  chegenerall  coft 

niptionsdrthi  place  >Where  they  live^  'ft>rlo this  ^mmi  and 

RuhdmahivitrtMcrnkkiitti  tlwtCddilid del Lrer thorough  hia 

grace  frofl^the.gcneraU  corniptioDS of  the  place  wJicJ'eihtry 
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were;  for  otherwifcthQ^htdnotbeenc  fit  tohaveftid  to  their 
brethren  or  to  have  (poken  to  their  fifters  in  this  fcnfe. 

Sccondly,thofe  whom  God  delivers  from  the  guik  of  gencrall 
comiptionstre  to  be  acknowledged  th^  people  of  God,  fucb  as 
haveTectived  inercjr  6om  Godin  kfpcdal  nunncr;It;isfteegrace 
t kat  haxh  made  this  diffLrence  between  you  and  others;  AngH^in 
in  his  fecond  book  concerning  perfeverarxe^  has  a  good  note  up* 
on  that  Scripture^  i  King.i^AiJhavcUftmefeventh^HfAndin 
J/r4$clfioA  fayes  not,there  are  Ich  7000.  or  they  have  leh  thcm- 
ieives»  but  I  have  left ;  It  is  the  fpeciall  worke  ot  God  to  prefcrve 
any  forhimfclfc  in  evUl  times.  .      * 

.  Thirdly ,  th«  Lord  takes fpeciall  notice  bf  fuch  who  are  thus  by 
his  grace  prcferved  in  evill  times.  Ammi^RuhdmAhy  There  are  a 
people  amongst  thefe  t  hat  are  Afmmi ,  ray  people ,  that  have  ob- 
tained mercy  from  me,  mine  eyes  are  upon  tbem^  my  heart  is  to- 
ward them;  there  arc  a  number  that  have  kept  their  gdrments  un- 
i^Udeven  in  S^rdu^  and  I  will  remimher  this  for  ever  for  their 
good.  Npdh  was  a  j uft  man,  perfe A  in  his  generation,  Gem.6.9, 
and  what tkcvichaf.j. i.Come thouandaUthj hetifcintB  theArk^ 
far  thee  have  Ife^ne  righteous  hefere  me  in  tiffs  generstien.. 

,  Fourthly  »Sucfa  as  keep  tbemfelves  from  the  corruptions  of  the 
times  wherein  they  live,they  and  onely  they  are  fit  to  exhort  and 
repnove  others.  Thofe  that  are  not  guilty  theielves  as  others  are, 
arc  fit  to  (peak  to  others,  tef^j  to  their  brethren  and  to  their  fibers. 
They  tre  fit  to  exhort,  who  perfijrme  the  duties  themfclvLS  that 
they  exhort  unto.  We  fay  it  is  a  (hamcfull  thing  for  one  to  be 
teaching  if ho^bcfuilty  himfdfe;  he  can4;ot  with  fneedome  of 
{pintyfdytohisirethrenandjffiers. 

Fifthly  ,  It  is  the  duty  of  thofe  whom  God  hath  delivered 
from thecorruptionohhc times,  tofeeketodrabvall  others^to 
God  ;  to  feeke  to  convince  others  of  their  evill  waye$,  and  fo 
bring  them  in  to  the  truth.  Wee  reade  Lfivit^  19.17.  TAtfn 
Jbalt  not  hate  thy  brother  in  thine  hesirt ,  t  hop  {halt  in  anj  wife  rr- 
hukf  thy  fteighhoftr,  and  not  fnffer  finne  to  lie  upon  him. '  Surely 
thofe  who  have  obtained  mercy,  have  the  imprcffion  of  Gods 
mercy  upon  their  fpirits,  they  are  farre  from  having  hateful! 
hearts ;  now  it  is  hatred  for  any  to  iiiffer  finne  to  lie  upon  his 
brother  9 '  indnottodoe  what  in  him  lyeth  to  helpe^him.  It  is 
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cldpertteprkleAirjiicntotricnmb  ovtrotliers  int&eirMf •  mi 
it  is  wicked  cnitlty  io  fuflferomtrs  to  lie  do^nc  whefftfcty  we 
fillenihliey  can  raife  thssm.  Set-ftring  men  who  are  ddiie- 
redtbccnfelvesfit>in{hipwracke)  and  aU  is  iaFewkh  thef|i,  i^ 
they  fee  tnotber  &ip  ready  to  finke  in  the  fe«,  and  thofeon 
ihtfKhoard  fiibot  oottohaiYC  them  cometbhclpetoravcchem^ 
though  they  bee  never  to  £iire  remotely  et  if  it  fliooldbe  knownt 
thatthey  decline  to  go  out  to  help  them  >  all  the  fea  men  woidd 
cryoutftiame  on  fuch  ^  and  be  ready  to  ftone  them  for  Letting 
a  Ship  finke  when  they  might  have  helped.  Certafaily  the 
fame  cafe  it  is  with  thofe*to  whom  God  bath  flawed  mer- 
cy 9  if  others  lie  in  their  finnestheydoe  not  what  they  can  for 
•{  their  heipe. 

6.  S4hujQmhrtthrtn.4mit^j9nrfitUr4.  Theneerer  thcrer 
ktionx^ranyisto  us*  the  more  ihould  our  OMipa^fion  bee  to- 
wards them  ^^  in  feekuigtodelrverthemffom  their  fin^;  There 
is  more  likeuhdod  of  prevailing!  with  yoor  brethren  and  {iffctf  • 
Hath  God  converted  yon  ^  and  haye  you  a  brbtber  or  •  fifta  not 
converted,  or  any  of  your  kindred  Pgd^and^iytothem,  tell- 
them  of  the  dangerof^heir  evil  waye«>telt  thenr  of  tfac^xcellency 
ofthewayes  of  God,  exhort  them  to  cofnein,  to  make  trpiU  of 
theble0ed  wayesof  God.  When  a  brother  fpeaka  to  a  brother, 
or  t  fifterto  a  (iftec,  it  is  the  bringing  a  hammer  of  gold  to  work 
upon  gold,  and  of  filver  to  woAe  upon  fil ver. 

\M!LjjSsjt§j$iirirttbrmMi]%fiers.  Exhortations utito and 
reprehecdfions  of  others  fliould  be  with  much  love  and  meeke-* 
ncflle.  Saj  to  ymr  hrt$hren  mrijifiers ,  yet  loote  upcm  theoi  as 
brethren  and  (ifters,  thoi^h  they  have  not  yet  (Gained  the  Uke 
mercy  that  you  have.  Saint  Vanly  i  Tkef.i^x  ^.  fpeaking  of  one 
that  walketh  inordinately^  from  whom  wq^are  to  withdniwin 
refpcd  of  any  private  fiimfliarfodcty,  yet  ftith  he»  aJbmpnH6  bim 
M  4  trothir.  Thofe  Who  ttrprove  and  admonifti  others  with  bit- 
tetndfir  of  fpirit  and  evill  fpeakingj  are  like  k  fodlilh  fow- 
ler who  feekstogetthefowlcj  butfaegoes^anboyfteroufly,  end 
makes  a  noife;  the  way  (if  he  would  get  it)  is  to  goc  on  quietly, 
fof^ly ,  and  gently ;  fo  the  way  to  gaine  a  brother  ^  is  not  by 
boiftemifhefie  and  violence,  but  lettnefle,  and  gentleoetife.  It 
is  obietved  tsy  Xime  of  the  Jews  out  of  that  25^  Mxni.  ver.s* 
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4tHdt¥*ff*:  yond(»enotleei»fi«*«r«f«>'«»  to  be  rehired  for 
tlifc4!»iil4k)gofft;  I^o>li»n,  i?igid,&vtte,  hnrildifiiofitioasaft 
not-ft  ckhtt  to  i»e  AMtttt  of  tbeTTibemade  tfaftoiftlves,  er  to 
dr^v^  4»fheriit<»  be  the  i&Mrerof  it. 

Yea^iffafii^WJllfiotWeftbsghtodoctlielttfdjtlienttere 
fdOmiirt  ft9i»d»ig.  Tbttistheieootid.  ■Stiytothem^  idnioniifa 
t1»ei!D,  e«hdttt  Jieffi,  bi*  wh«  if  that  will  flot  doe  ?  doe  not  leat* 
jifrefeftfly,t!ttc  TJ>Md;yctiind  PtendvHt1}fottrm«thtrUiOyiMtt>nr- 
iyW4tfa-;p«lU:ketltt%n.9»ydWitiiyou((ift€3^»j  but  with  ytm-  m»~ 
thtf»        ■>■■■. 

■  PUitdlf , 'litigate ,  hihrncy  CMr<9^/t  >?>4»« ,  Chccdd  La- 
tlttc  hAh  in^cute^  iudge  yvmr  'tntvhtr.  IXttO^ftiOkt  Xoht 
alMtdifld  httffli  phrafe  «t  fkftj  Ijut  weftallkbour  X9  4cquM)t 
ybtt^th*}ifea5inll<iofG©dihit;Hcwifr«H  fexbdrtation  even  to 
tWj»rivttteaieaiba»6fti»e  CbutcIi^o«Il,ofl«ot  other,  to  plcade 
evetitwtii  t*eir  inocher,  to  jSeade  even  witk  the  Chureh  <A 
Whkhtli^sre  tt«iAb«r»^dfo%o{>le«deas  tbdMlej»lliolyaMl 
t6teUhfa>tfe«j&»*f»wfjf/iwM»#/rt^#«t  ' 

•••-'  '-■  "PieiiAmthhir.  ,..;.• 

Ticft,  here  we  fee  Gods  eondefcetifoni  that  hewll  havens, 
tei«addthe<!aftbetwi«  others  and  himfclfe,  «\E/ft»  5.  j.Jiw^pr- 
htwitHemeandmy  ri»eyard,f<iutkG*4l,1hii  feeweththee^aity  " 
oPGodsdealiflg.  Plfctdc thfeeafe ,  ptrfc^s  feme  of  yoa  ttiijtt 
thinke.I  deale  hardly  with  your  mother  in  (o  rejeAing  of  her,  in 
briflgiDgiach/iidgeweWs »pdtrfiet.I*p,fJOi  fo,  but  pleady^uthe 
cafe)0«lde  wfther  withher  then  coaplain  of  me  for  my  dedixic 
Wit^her.      '  J'         5 

Setondly,  J*/Afcfc*li**»-.  Whenexhortadoti*  and  admo- 
hittofts  wiUtwt  d»e,  weftrtft  fhWgtKenour  fdves  and  fait  a  obfir,t. 
plea^diflg.  .IfUiete  beaw  vay  ttore  powetfrilJ  then  exhortati- 
bri  ahd  ad«toii*i6n  we  Iiiorfdtakethat  way ,  «nd  not  prefently 
give  oVer>far«li<*j^  it  i*  ftot  faid  here,W/<«fc*»/A.j'o*ri*r»*Aw» 
WTJ/fcr/jyWlhey^*  iuelodedfflthis  wfcen  hefeth  Fliddinth 

ThJtdl:^,lt  ifi  a  *ird  tKAgto  iohvince*  Molatefsof  their  firi, 
jfKl^theJufticeofGodcoDAitthte-teaiiiftticin'fetiieirfinfle. 
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pUadewitkyomr  mofher,  fUade,  fticc  Will  noCacknowledgeit^ 
Oiec  will  ftarxl  it  ouc,and  fay  fliee  iuth  not  done  fo  ill^  (hee  is  not 
worthy  to  be  caft  ofT.you  had  neede  pleadc  and  pleade  hard  with 
hcr,<h^ewillft*nd  out  clfc:  Idolaters  have  fomany  diftinfti- 
ons,fo  many  evafions,(b  many  (hihs  and  pretences^  that  it  is  a 
thoufand  to  one  ever  almoft  to  prt  vaile  with  them.  When  you 
deale  with  Papifls  abcurwormipping  of  Images  they  wil  have 
fach  diftindions  of  worflhip^fryJ  ,and  v;or{h\p  p<r  accidcns^ 
ofhoiTouring  the  creature  Propter fe,  &  Propter-Miud^Profri^^ 
imfrofriiy  and  a  hundred  of fuch  kinde  of (li{Un<^ions  and  evafi- 
ons  >  till  they  diftinguilh  out  the  truth  ,  and  fcarce  under- 
{land  themfelvfs  what  they  (neatie  by  their  difthidtionfi. 
Hence  Idolaters  fcorne  at  Judgements  thrcatned ,  they  thinkc 
onely  a  company  of  foolilh  and  timerous  people  feare  6xix 
tbings^they  cry  out,  fay  they,  that  we  are  Idolaters ,  Idolaters 
and  grievous  judgements  of  G^d  are  com  ming  upon  us ,  a  com- 
pany of  loolifli  melancholy  people  they  feare  their  own  fanfcs. 
Was  it  not  fo  heretofore  when  we  were  going  on  in  the  wayes 
of  Idolatry  apace?  Wasitnotthcjeercand  fcorne  of  all  fuch 
fpirits?  I^any  did  feemc  but  to  makea  quelUon  i6out  Idolatry, 
they  would  never  be  convinced  offijchafinne,-  nor  never  feare 
any  Judgement  hanging  over  our  heads.  Though  Cod  hath  pre* 
vented  it  throujgh  his  gracej  and  hath  the  wed  his  prerogative  in 
the  wayes  of  his  mercie^yet  cq^ainly  there  was'figne  enough  of 
dreadfull  vsrruth  hanging  over  .us,and  what  yet  ouy  be  we  know 

Foi.irtlil)',  Pleade  wifh  jour  mother tfleadt.  It  is  a  kinde  dF 
forenfecall  wordjandcarryeth  with  it  luch  a  kind  of  pleading, 
as  muil  be  a  convincing^a  powerhill  pleading.  God  ioveth  to 
Jiave  people.deait  withsdl  ina  convinting  way*  The  Lord  doth 
not  cry  out  to  the  Prophtt  or  to  thofe  other  good  people  that 
Averc  free  from  that  Idolatry  that  the  people  of  Ifracl  were  ge- 
nerally corrupted  withall,he  doth  nor,  I  fay,  bid  them  goeand 
terrific  them,and  cry  out  of  them,and  Ipealce  bitterly  unto  them; 
b^tgoc  and  pleade  the  caufe  with  th^m/eeke  to  convince  them, 
doe  not  goe  and  raile  upon  them  but  convince  them*  Ood  lo- 
vctbto  have  people  dealt  withall  ina^  convincing  way.  Let 
not  therefore  any  thinke  it  enough  either  ^Miniuer  or  other  ^ 
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t^jdi)^  oan  fpMfee  terribif  to  pcof  ICjiiKJ  cry  out  of  the  finnes 
ohhepeQpkfhutkttliem  labour  to  convince  thaxi^  to  dealt 
with  th«m  at  rationaU  creatorea ,  and  to  take  awiy  their  ftcret 
ob  jeAioBS  and  thojr  fccret  {hifts^  and  to  make  their  fins  plaine 
before  their  conTdences.  A  convincing  Preacher  and  a  coovin- 
cii^  Chriitian  is  fnch  a  one  as  nuiv  be  very  nfe^,  anddoea- 
boundance  fA  good  to  the  Church  orXjod. 

¥ifthly^  PU^ds  vithjomr  mother.  It  is  very  fit  that  God 
(hoi^ have ibme to pleade  forhioi^  topleadehis  caufe  asweU 
as  the  deviUhath  to  plea4e  his.  The  devill  never  wants  plea- 
ders. When  was  there  ever  fuch  aniil  caufe  came  to  a  Benchj 
or  to  any  fbciety  insny  puUique  way,  but  found  Ibmethat 
would  pleade  for  it  ?  A  (hame  that  the  worft  caufe  in  the 
World  (houldhave  pleaders  for  it,  and  manv  times  the  cade  of 
God  fuffers  by  mens  being  mote  that  (hould  pleade  for  it.  God 
will  take  this  very  ill  at  their  bands*  It  is  true»God  fiuth ,  hie 
mtfleMdehieewnaurfe^Awt  are  bound  to  pray  according  to 
tkitofthe  Pfidmift^that  G^dw^Mlddrifkandflesd  huewn  caufe. 
*Ai|diind^ifGodhad  not  rifen  and  pleaded  his  own  caufe  bet- 
ter tbni  wc  dld^  htscanle  would  havr  beeue  in  the  dirt  before 
this^ThoMgJlt  it  is  tnie,  God  is  raifing  up  hisown  cau^^^ 
C0  us;We  may e  caufe  to  lay  our  hands  upon  oor  nsouthes  as  guilty, 
iathat  we  did  fo  bafely  am  cowardly  let  the  caufe  of  God  fuf^ 
f9-,tpd'G!!Qds  appeating:fo  immediatdy  &  glorioi^  >  is  the  re* 
buldfig  of  ashtfaiufe  wedid not,  we  would  not  before ftaiid  up 
to  plead  his  caUfe. 

S«thly.  When  any  l»veiouHdfflerdefi!om  God,  die  fweet- 
nc0e  ^^1  oierqp  fo^wanmetfa  thrir  hearts ,  that  theV  cannot 
jendiffetofectto  hlcfied  Godtobe  diflumoored*  Pleade  you 
4«9WJj  9^ffk4mih'^yi\M,  my  people,  tlio(e  to  whom  I  have 
(birWie4mcrcie,  whit  though  it  beyoir  mother^  what  though 
it  be  anQ^dearc  to  yQU,wfaftthmigh  they  be  great  ones,  though 
t^iey  belt  mUtitbd!^  j^  Mkai^fleii£<x  me  a^ofl:  them ,  this 
n^e  is  gronnded  upon^ihe  title  chat  God  giveth  them  who 
flipilld  p&sd  Ammi,  and  RMhamiibjthoif  that  are  Gods  people, 
t^j^  that  have  found  meode  ftom  Go4>  Gods  mercie  is  fo 
fD^eft,  it  doth foinflamcthem,tfalit they  mxA  {4eadiorGoda- 
^idaft  any  in  the  worlds 
'"  •  Be  Seventhly 
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SeventUyj  Fh^dfi  with  j^mr  Mother.  That  iSj  witb  the 
Church^called  a  Mother,  becaufe  as  the  Mother  \%  as  it  were  the 
roote  from  whence  children  c6me,<livicletfa  her fdf  intob-anches; 
fo  theeommunity  of  a  common*  wealth  or  a  Qhurch,  any  com^ 
munity^is  called  in  Saipture  a  Mother,  and  the  particulars  they 
are afifeveniU  branches  that  grow  from  that  ro^tei  they  areas 
children.  Therefore  yon  have  fuchexpreflions  in  Scripture  as 
thedoHghierj  oflcrMfsUm  often  times>  and  thereis  no  great  dif- 
fercnee  between  call inc  Jfrmftiltm,thtt  is,the  State,  Mother;  or 
Jeru/dlemythit  is,  the  Churcb,Mothcr,forindeed  the  Chilrchand 
S  tate  were  mixed  both  together. 

Fron^thisexprelfionwcieamethat  hislawfoll  for  children 
te  plead  with  their  parents.  Though  it  is  true,  this  aimeth  at 
a  Jiigher  thing  then  what  is  between  naturall  children  and  their 
parents>  yet  from  the  expreflion  this  is  intimated  and  implied, 
That  it  is  hwfuU  for  children  to  plead  with  their  parents.  If 
children  fx  their  parents  in  an  ungodly  way, they  may  lawfully 
pleadewith  them,  and  thcTr  parents  are  bound  to  hearken  to 
their  pleading  Gods  caufe.  It  is  a  (peech  of  TertuBidns ytlit  be* 
getter  is  tb  be:  beloved,  and  we  may  tdde,  he  is  to  be 
honored,  tut  our  Creator  is  to  beprebrrred.  Children  dyid 
give  due  re(peft.to  their  parents,  yetfo  as  preferring  the  Lord 
before  them ;  and  if  the  parents  goagainft  God,  even  thdr  chil- 
dren muft  plead  agaiqflthem.  As  it  is  agreat  finne  for  parents 
to|>refertbeir  children  before  God,  fo  it  is  a  great  iiiifoi^ehjl* 
dren  to  prefer  their  parents  before  God,  it 

Do  hot  think  Iconic  to  fet  children  againft  (heir  parents  in 
this,  be  but  content  to  heareto  the  end  (thov^h  X  will^  notbr 
long  in  this  obfervation)  and  you  will  be  convinced  I  firopofe  of 
it,that  it  is  fit  forchildf  en  to  plead  withtbcir  parents  wkeii  they  > 
goftomG6d«  rThus weleeit  was  with  l9Hath4My  tS^l9> 
4.  there  you  (haU  finde  that  he  pleaded  with  his  father  when  he 
fawhimfofiiribusandinfochapa^orlate  mood  as  he  was  in^ 
a:  d  in  fiichacnid  w^  toward  poor  Davul^  Let  n$t  (ftith  he) 
the  KinifinneMgdhifihiefervoMt :  Let  not  the  King^t  gives  him 
Very  refpedHuU  words^hnd  (heweth  his  due  honour  to  his  fithi^r,  - 
Let  net  the  K'tHTfinne  Mgdinfi  bis  fervanf^  and  then  goet h  on  and 
tells  his  father  ^ the  good  fervice  David  had  done,  and  that  D^ 
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t/iWdidnotiidorvefuch  ill  ufage  from  bin?.  Thus  when  chil- 
dren (hall  feetheir  Fathcrsor  Mothers  to  be  in  t  furious  rage  or 
paltipp»tt  is  Ht  enough  (or  thcm^  if  they  come  in  an  humble  and 
fubmifllveway,ina  bcfecchingway,llxfvecfa  you  father  or  mc- 
ther,confidcr  that  by  theft  diilcmpered  paffions,infteadof  hrlp- 
ing your  ielf,  younnne  againft  Oodiyoa  have  kiiowne.it  by  ex- 
peiienceth^t  you  have  often  in  fuchpa^Ii  on  fotrcken  outjtbtt 
many  (inocsliave broken  from  you>  dnd  you  havegrievedforit 
after w^rds^oh  do r.ot  4gaine  that  which  your  Conicicnct  hath 
io  often  checked  you  for.  If  children  (hiould  come  thus  in  an 
humble  and  fubmiffive  way  to  oleade  with  their  parents,  tht  y 
do  no  more  then  their  duty,  and  their  oarents  are  bound  to  hearr 
ken  to  them  in  it.  I  confeflc  they  inould  be  very  car^l  in 
keepii^g  their  due  rtfpeft  to  their  parents,  and  not  /peake  malar 
pertly»  but  with  all  reverence  and  fubmiflion  to  them,  and  to 
fpcak  privately  too,if  poffibly  it  can  be,  not  to  divulge  their  pa- 
rents weaknefles.  You  know  Ci&^«»  wascurfcdfbr  difcdver- 
ing  his  fathers  nakedner,though  he  was  drunk,  he  did  not  (he  vv 
his  due  refjped  at  that  time  to  his  father ;  but  if  he  had  foyght  to 
cover  his  fathers  nakednefle^  andafter  had  come  and  pleaded  the 
cafe  with  him,  ccrfa|nly  he  had  not  .been  curfed,but  received  a 
blefling. 

Yea  and  there  is  a  great  deale  of  reafon  that  children  fliculd 
plead  with  their  parents,  and  that  you  {hould  give  them  kaveib 
to  do,becaufe  y  ouimow,  children  are  the  worfe  for  your  (innes, 
God  threatntth  to  vijitthifinnes  ff  fhtf sirens  mfontbf  cbildrcn^ 
U  the  iiirid  atHlfinrth  ^eneratifn  •  there  are  many  t  hreatnings  a- 
gainft  children  for  the  linnes  oft  heir  parents,  therefore  it  con«- 
cems  your  children  that  they  (hould  pltad  with  you,  and  that 
you  {hould  fu&r  them'.  Vor  you  tofay,Sirrah  what  haveyou 
to  do  with  me  i  What  doth  it  conceme  vou  ?  Ye%  the  child  if 
he  doth  it  in  modefty  and  humility  may  iay^Q  father  it  doth  con? 
cerne  me,  I  may  fare  the  worfe  for  your  unnea.  Cod  isay  come 
upon  me  for  them,  therefore  give  me  leave  I  befeech  you  to 
pleadethecauft  of  God  with  you*  And  if  you  will  X¥>t^ve 
your  children  leave  in  this^  th^y  m^yrifeupaswitpeffia^ainft 
you  another  day,  ,  .  ; 

IfchiMreniiianhnaibkandfttbmifllve  way  plead  with  their 
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parents,  and  the^r  will  not  hiearken  unto  theoi  then,  a  very  good 
pleadii^  will  be  for  them  to  biu:ft  out  intotearesbefbretheir 
parents,  and  itica  very  fiitable  and  powerfhU  pleading,-  that 
when  ciuldren  cannot  prevayle  in  an  humble  and  fubmiflive 
M^ay,  then  to  bittft  out  into  teares  before  them.  Werpadintkc 
ftoty  c^King  Eikpordtht  fixth,  v/herTCrdnmer  and  SuUej  came 
to  him,  and  were  fo  eameft  to  let  him  give  way  to  his  filter  the 
Lady  M^iry  to  have  Mafle,he  ftood  out  and  pleaded  the  cafe  With 
them.and  told  them  it  was  »finne  agairift  God,  they  ufed  many 
.  carnall  arguments  to  perfwadc  the  King,  but  he  withftoodthem 
a  great  while;  at  length  when  King  EdvpdrJ  (who  was  but  a 
childe  about  1 5  yeeresof  age)  faw  he  could  not  prevayle  with 
pleadingagainftthofe  grave  men  ,he  burft  out  into  t^ares,  and 
that  fo  prevaylcd  with  them,  that  they  went  a wav  and  conclu- 
dcd  that  the  King  had  more  Divimty  in  his  little  ftnfftrjthen  thij 
had  in  aM their  hases^  and  fo  yeiided  to  hini.  Certainly  iiiiuch 
pleadings  the  heart  dfz  parent  muft  needs  be  much  hardned  if  he 
will  dot  breake  and  yeeld  to  his  child. 

You  that  are  parents,  looke  upon  your  childrrtispleadii^ 
withyou,andconfiderwithyour  fclves,  wfiat  doth  Gbd  fend 
onco«itotmyloyns,otttof  myown  wombeto  come  and  jplead 
the  caufe  of  Go  d  with  me,to  draw  me  ff  om  the  wayesof  uftn\f , 
and  to  do  cood  td  my  fiMJle  tor  ever,  fiirely  it  is  a  mercy  to  have 
one  out  of  my  own  bowels  to  ftahd  for  the  caufe  of  God ;  furcly 
God  is  in  it,  I  fee  this  child  in  other  thihgs  walkes  humbty 
and  obediently  unt0  me.    As  indeed  you  thatarechildtep, 
that  plead  with  your  ptrerits  ,    you  need  be  ctrrfuU  k 
much  the  rather  to  be  ob^ient  t# them,  and  Aot  take  upon  you 
iin  an  unfeemty  mannet  to  cbeckeatid  reprove  them;  and  tlien  it 
cannot  but  convince  fheheott  ofa  parent  .Whartblefltng  will 
it  be  to  your  ehitdtenif  you  tha%  have  received  ^our  natarAll  Itfe 
(iom)^ourpannits,  ihecddbe  a  means  of  the  fpirituall  ati(}  eter- 
naaiife0fmm.Thi»miithfiirtflcekpreliion.  J^Uadi^hjMr 
Mother. 

Now  for  tfiftt H^Moh  is  chiefljr  ay mtd  at,  PikadeiHth  par  #<^ 
/irr.that is^thdCb^h andS(it6  Hence tfa^Nt)t(^is« 

Thofe  that  are  godly  (hould  not  onely  facrifict  thetUf^verto 

doii  gdiodto  diemleWes  er  fin^ds  inf private ,  but  tftciy  ^e^ro  la- 
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{x»rtoc(Mgt>ocltothtptibliqaetoo.  Notoncfy  iaytDyourfi** 
fterstod to ycmhttxhxtx\^fUadm$hj§mrwMmr.  TlKre  ire 
mafiY  natrow  fpirited  men,  who  if  they  can  cUchnse  as  they 
thinitheir^bnidenceswiththGiriaiiulie^  andean pleul  with 
their  fetvantS  and  childrtn>ot:  fiime  of tbeirowde  tiett  tcqoain* 
tancep^^apsythey  have  doneenough^  though  for  thepabJiquc 
they  takenocafeatftU* 

Hence  itia  apparently  implyai,  that  all  thofe  that  are  mefti- 
bers  of  any  Chttrch,  ought  to  be  tnra  of  knowledge ;  wl^  ?  bef 
cauftthey  areTuch  as  aft  called  upon  to  plead  withtheir  Mo-: 
ther.  Itisnotfemoignotitnt  Sot  to  plead  withra  Church  of 
God ;  and  yet  (iich  fliouldbe  all  the  Membtrs  ohevery .  Churchy 
asFin  (bme  cafes  t  h^  (hould  plead  with  their  mother. 

Laftly /Vfhkh  inoeed  is  the  maine  Obfervation  of  all,  God  gi- 
yeftilibeity  tbfome  private  fnemb^rs  of  Chuifchesiyca  it  is  their 
«iatyinfeaiecafestopkAd  with  the  whole  Gfaurch:  This  wee, 
qioft  ipc^ak  uoto^  little  m^re.  Gods  wayesand  his  Caufe are (o 
cqnaljthat  pnvateGhriftian8,though  they  be  very  weak,yet  they 
mav  be  ableto  plead  it  with  aChi^ch.  It  is  true,  there  isagreat 
deale  dTdifadvaiitdge  that  a  poore,  weak,priva$e  ChrHtian  hath, 
when  heis  t6  AntiXc  with-a  whole  Ghorch,  where thereare  many 
godly  and  leatntdibut  where  as  there  ia  a  difadvantage  one  way, 
U>  the  tdv^oitj^ge  is  as  mtidi  the  other  way,  in  regard  that  the 
Cttfe  of  God  is  on  the  one  flde,  and  not  on  the  other  .The  good  • 
hdleof  theCiafe  i9as  ^t  an  advantage  as  the  abiliti^  and 
tmmber  on  ehff  other  fide  is  a  difadvantage*  And  fbmetitnes  par* 
ticular  ofechbers  of  a  Church  hove  no  other  way  to  &eefhem- 
feWes  (torn  the  giult  of  the  finnes  of  the  Church ,  but  onely  by 
^eadii^v^ththefiii;  except  t&ey  plead,  the^  are  many  times 
inwrappedmthfeguilt,andtheretorepfneceflify  they  muftdoe 
k,  though  they  %e  neirer  Gd  weak.  ^ 

Yet  and  fome  times.  God  hath  blefled  the  pleading  of  fome 
few,  and  of  WMik  oneitdo^witb  a  tnultitiide.  Perhaps  you  may  ^ 
have  heard  of  that  notaiUe  Story  ^we  bivQ:iti.EcclefiafticaU  Hi- 
ftbrieS  of?4|i%MriiM^,whiaiftetogintfaeGousk:d  of  Nio^  where 
^hcre  were  ^t  S.  B^iJhops^  kndtbebnflneffi  was  about  the  mar- 
riage oPMittifte^>  and  gm^y  they  xa&igain^  that  thofc 
that  were  fix^  flioidd  Wft  ttiurj  y.  oudy  P*fhnHHm^QW  man* 
r  E  e  g  '     ^  comes* 
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comes  and  pldads  agauid  them  all  in  that  atfc,  Md.GoJ  Co 
wrought  it  that  he  carrycd  the  Caufe^and  he^  one  marij  convin- 
ced all  thefi:  3 1 8.&iihops.  Thcttfore  this  is  no  difeouragement 
for  one  man  to  ftand  up  sfnd  plead  againft  t^tat  many.  So 
Petrtu  fVMtdefffisXvi  the  Story  of  the  fVMdinfts^ .  though  be  was 
butoneatfirfty  yet  he  flood  againft  manythoufyndsj  and  God 
biefTcd  t hat  Which  he  did  for  the  converfion  of  thou/and$.    And 
Luther  you.know  heftcodagainft  all  the  world  almoft. 
L^  4\    Yea  and  thoc^h  th's  one  man  may  be  but  a  private  man^a  weak 
CST^'^  ^man,  God  may  bleflc  that  which  he  fidth  fometunesmore  then 
U    thatwhich  more  learned  men  (hall  fay*  I  remember  I  havp  read 
in  the  Centuries  thii  Story  :  A  company  of  Bilhops  being  met 
together,  there  was  a  Philofober  that  flood  out  againlt  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  and  lb  realoned  againfltheflf^aU^  that  hee 
leemed  to  have  the  better ot  it  i  amon^  them  ther»  was  oAe, 
a  veiy  godly  and  holy  man^but  a  very  weak  man  i  he  feeing  ti)^ 
CaufeofGod  like  to  fuf&Tidefired  leave  to  fpeakand  encour.ter 
with  this  PJtilofbpher ;  all  the  ctfl  being  troubled  at  it^thinkidg 
that  Gods  caufe  would  fuffer  more  byhim>  knowing  he  was  a 
very  weak  man »   but  yet  knowing  withall  that  he  was  a  veiy 
holy  man,  none  would  oppoTe,  but  let  him  fpeak :  So  hebegii:- 
neth  with  the  Philolbphtr,  reciring  many  Articles  eft  he  Faith, 
TfUme,  faith  he,  do  you  beleeve  that  thcfc  things  are  fb?  (and 
fpoke  with  Majifly  and  authority)  do^  notfb  rea(bn  the  caife 
aoout  t hefe  Articles  of  our  Faith,  but  doe  y  0(1  bf  leeve  ?  Prefent- 
ly the  Philofopher  acknowledged  bifprelFeotisrcqfie :  Hither- 
to (Taith  he  J  I  have  heard  wocdis,  and  returned  words,  but  now 
iJfeele  the  Divine  power,  and  I  cannot  fuither  aiifwer;  and  lo 
yeeUed  to  be  a  ChrifUan  upon  the  pleadingof  this  ppore  weak 
man^yet  a  very  holy  and  godly  man.  God  it^ath  t^letf^  the  plea* 

^.     ding  Git  weak  ohes.though  it  be  9gainft  thgle  that  are  veryfbong, 

ritu  ic^  J  therefore  they  inufkndtbefcootcmaed,*^  )^i.  --  Y  I-  t^^, 
""''*'""  I  remember  Orc^i^mfoJim.  hath  fuch  an  e^j^efliojjjasthis, 
faith  heej  *Chrifibihottld  becontemiu^d  and  di(l:)onoured«  if 
wee  (ihcMildnot  heare,  wene  it  but  a  child  /peaking  with 
his  ^Spirit,  thoii^h  aU  the  .worl4  fhpuM.b^e  agauift  ir« 
And  in  Efsf.ii.  p.ithext  is  a  pcomife  that  in  the  times 
oftheGofpel|thefpiritsof  men  Jlhoukl  be  A>  brought  do wne, 
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that  tbqr (houMnot  (bthd dpodtlicif  greatneffc  tful  letroiiiff.  Lift*  u 

bttt  the  Text  faith,  A  child JboMidhMdttem ;  that  i$,  thehumbjc 

K mil  I  rhiiT Dful wmlil hmr iini|( i  ijw  Cm(ii\  liiLLLiUti      ,.  ,« 

But  it  may  be  feid,  WiUiiot  this  argue  fclfc-^^t?Whi^  OtjfB. 
for  one  man,  a  private  man  to  plcMwith  fomany,  with  t 
Church?it  is  a  fign^  that  fuch  a  on^  is  very  well  opinionated  of 
himfelfe,  that  (hould  think  that  what  he  appr.hendcth  (hould 
befafficienttoftandagainfttheapprehenfiouof  (b  many  learn- 
ed and  godly  men  a$tre  in  theChurch.  How^canjhis" 
from ^irro^ncieand proud conceitednefle  f       ^  ^  ^  '-^ 

I  anfwerjNot  fo^it  majf  beconiciepcei  tmiitit  idfe-cohceit^ 
fortheruleof  conlcience  is  not  the  abilities,  nc^rthe  kolinefle» 
nor  the  multitude  of  others,  but  it  is  that  light  that  God  doth 
let  in  to  convince  accordipg  to 4ii$  Word. 

Nay  further,!  iiippofc  I  may  convince  you  that  this  pleading 
for  God,  mfy  proceed  from  much  idfe-denyall,  aod  the  xmt 
f^cadiog^  fsAy  proceed  from  very  vile,  iinfiill  felf-^cfpeft* 

How  will  that  appeare  i 

Thus.  Fora  private  man  when  he  fees  the  truth  of  God  to 
fu0er,catalnly  if  he  be  of  an  humUe  and  an  ingpiuous  fpirit»  it 
cstnnot  but  be  exceeding  grievous  unto  himtothinke,  that  he 
muftcbnteft  with  fuch  a  midtitude  of  able  and  Godly  men,more 
a^e  then  himfelfe,it  cannot  but  be  to  him  a  very  hard  work  that 
God  putt^h  him  upon.    He  watdd  rather  a  hundred  times,  if 
hedialpokat  hisownequietandcare,fitdowiie:  For,thinks 
heJf^comcto^p£tk,thtnb|^tiasI  fl^ 
counted  felf^coiiceited,  I  ftiall  havethe  accufationof  pride,  I 
(kail  difple^&  mafiy  of  my  friends^  I.fhall  make  a  great  difhir- 
tuusce  in  my  felfe,  I  am  fure  (o  my  owo  peace,  whatieever  I  do 
toothcrs,andhowmuch  better  were  it  tor  me  to  fit  ilill  and  be 
quhst..:  ^li«miblr;fpttttWQddttaibnf  thAs  ^  hut  onely^<4>i> 
fciencfiputs  bimiiponit;;Ilhall«oncraftguik'tomy  felf,if  I  be 
nbtJat  leilft  t  wttnofler^x:  fjods  .truth ,  therefeiiethough  I  iliaU^ 
fidSccfiftnuchtntt^  yetY^fchex  then  the  truth.  fhaUfuffer,  rather  1 
thenconfcieaicelhallpleadagainft  mej  wiliple^de  thoughnc-  I 
Yer%»buldiioftijl(difiulvan{kgGHowtfrudL«nom  I 

bfytfoqoKtihiicertaUy  k^^  qjxwhced  afdfe  denying 

mmiaiii}ri}t^ir  is  a  vcry.hird  tiake.  /  WhetcaB  on  the  other 
Lr  fide 


Anf. 


Noprkle 
bucfclfc- 
dcnyal  to 
plead  a- 

fainftthe 
nnesof 
o(kcn. 


Digitized  by 


Goc 


tit    [.:  ..JM£xf0^»0f^\  '{ 


i^mcc^tids^y^dhMs^  but  I  flitU  trouUe my 

fel&,and whtc>ViUtheydiinke«f meontheotherfide,  where 
then  are  fo  many  able  and  godly  men  i  fiireiy  I  fliali  toe 
thought  a  coTKeitedfoolc»  and  therefore  I  wer^  as  good  hold  my 
peace,  and  (Wepe  in  a  whole  skin  and  be  qaiet.Thusr  becaitfe  they 
have  fi)  fliuch  felfc^-reipeAjand  love  their  owii  qoict^  and  cannot 
endureto  fu&r  any  trouble,itheY  wil  leave  the  troth  to  (uSkr^  and 
their  confcienccs  to  be  pleami^  within  againft  themfirlves, 
ra^r  then  thus  to  plead  for  the  anife  of  God. 

Certainly  fihey  that  are  cnaritable  {hoidd  rather  tftke  things 
in  the  better  part  then  intheevJlJtistrue,  it  is  poffible  that 
men  may  through  pride  of  fpiritbee  pleading  with  ethers  (I 
(hallfpeakeawordof  that  by  and  by  j  but  yet  you  may  per- 
ceive it  in  the  carriage  of  iiKh  a  one,  in  the  general  counc  of 
his  way.  Now  if  in  the  geoerall  courfe  of  the  way  ^a  man;^ 
doth  carry  himielfe  humbly  and  fubmiffiyely ,  that  von  fee  him 
yeddable  asmuch  as  ever  he  can  in  all  kwfaU  tnings.  and 
then  when  hecommeth  to  plead  againftan  evjll  he  ien^t-fiid-i 
dain^heisnotraik,  anlbe  pleads  not  againft  n^  I^tarill 
neitfaer,but  when  hecomesheoomes  widb  a  great  dealt  of  trou- 
ble in  his  fpirit^andcartieth  it  witiiaUqttieim^.and  hmaility,' 
Itisyoor  rigidneile^  andf^  ftint  Which  doth  not  bclfee«ie  & 
Qariftian,tHat  isaoc  tfaefpisitotChrift  jnthis  thin^for  to  judge 
ofshistobcipnde.  FotccttainlyiuidBrtlus  fiUe  judgement  me 
caufeofGodhaithiSideredexeeediagmiich.    '  ' 

You  will  lay.    Mow  can  it  bee  imagined  ,  that  4Kie 
man  ihoold  (ee^  saact  thai  many ,  mote  then  others  tkatwe 

able? 

'  To'tiiatI  anfwibo  iln.  a  conununity  whidre  theit^  ate  mtaiy, 
though  chef  {hdild  bee  godly  y  yet  many  of  them  may 
have  tteir  iptnts  biMed  with  prejodice  ,  with  .  fiifie 
cndsy  and  &  not  come  to  fee  the  tmth  thofigb  ahey  bemoee 
aUe. ;  .:  ^  '-  »  .i 

Againjpechapsiihottghtiiey  may  bis  moire  1^^^ 
yetin  ftrsKiotie  God  tu^  l«ve  th^m.  ^^^ee^thougbthey  AiM%ce 
mo90261eatodcrtiiii£s,.ydibrifomet)QetisieOad.i|ia^  leave 
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tmati  iaa  thipg^  tlM  fa&is:  very:  aUe  m  it  tMtlier:tiflie.  And 
wdn^MgRAtmaiiy  ofthemforthepre&nt  may  have  famuch^  i 
aifteinpffor/pirit,astlieyinaynot  fpeake  accordii^to  what 
Aey  dunkedieix^ivcr..  TfacR&Ktt  may  be  uicfnli  &r  fome 
one  man  to  be  pleading  t!vSthjtoitoyc)th€^  ^  , 

'.  £btfeedj|mcinifickffbfth]%ii  is Vay tt(e&U.  Nfen  inoft  Qot 
thu^tiatGodtiath  dilpence  theJkaovrie^.of  hi^  mit^  al- 
waj^jiccoixlingt»'QatiicaUal^litJ^  ofthisconlide^ 

fatkoLvaiany.  are  led  iteo^mndi  tailV  ioC  ^vs  they  thiiikc 
wfehthndU^  If  a  man.&f  e.  tBohrd^iUti^  t(^  Und«clland  na- 
tiiraIlthipjgsCbenodlimbavi>:  therefore  hee  mufl:  ueedes  have 
foove  ahilmts  to  undccftand  fpidtntdl  cbidgs.  then  others  have* 
Theriekamiftafcebthts.  '  A^tttetreed  man  that  hath  great 
4thUities^undeiftaniktl»Tiileft(lfin«iBi^^  oMfi 

flftay  fas(rethe  minde  of^Iiirift fliMCf tiimh9:Mth. i  t?or,the  pqp- 
mifijstothem  ^tfmiG^iPfiU.  iy  14.  Thficret  ^f  thi^ 
iMxiUwhJfthmmAm^iirhmiyivbKf  beaaothfrman  haih  more 
abaitietshorhisfpiritmaybemcxefi^d^maybee  more  diftem- 
|d:edtIirothepMoewtdcfeJfianii{  I$h4mkt^hft0  Fatha^^Lfrj 

i^mfdfrmdf^i^ififirw^  even  fa  Fa- 

ther^itfeemedgeodin  thy  fight. 
Itiradtitndcthadbeenean  ai^imentj^iiftthettuth,  ,tben 

If  wty^fcwfliiMiihttre  foUoured  }«  »'uit' Chr i  stj^, ,¥ea> 

one  or  two  private  members  of  a  Church  and  tte  whole 
Ci»rch,thcn  there  was  at  that  ttmedifadvantage  and  difproppr- 
tambcftweeoetheHirfabfeC^hiirdi  than  and  alkth«W9^  And* 
ifweintrlieSdDti(^fr«ibmir<&^^  ^irfofGfi^ 

mdihM$tB€ifb9iew0rk]/inb^m  WMt 

afiqgdarifiintwasJiere?  .here- wis ft^krity indeed)  if  you 
tailirY£imgaimt|r;yoaareafhid^i]:^  be  Munted  feife* 
conceited,  ami  fingok       diftring  from  others.  ,  jvi  Mff^w 


TJms  wefi:etfaethingtltttlecleared»asthis  point  hadnecd  be, 

•   '  .  :    Ff  but 
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fotwehi«enoryct4oiieiivitbit>w«iiiiiftfiiUet  Ilicre 

^niift  be  feme  ndesgrrm  finrtU^ 
dM^  poifit  ttt  nfmine  h. 

Motlier;ryetthey  muft-^Mme  tikimict. 

Fifft^  flKfmiAfiocpletdewiihinfofcva^rli^ 
fcrdieScriMsefmihatAatndey  t^ 
iMrMlrff  i9$frmiik$iyft  flnft  not  taidpladinglbrwny  ia^ 
firmicy  willi  our  bnilhav  te  ta«lttrf  fc&  by  flMiiqriiid'CMer 
them,  «iidhleile«imrwflliAeCiB]idL  BtfjfthonbtdM 
wiiithisutflWifliKy  <rtf Ihcottod  qptoii^  tbttlcMinDtliiive 
ceoiBiBDioii  wMi  ifceait  JMt  in  117  coaminariaii  wMi 
Ikcm,  I  fliafl  be  Kmypcd  q^  in  ike  guilt  cacspe  I  te- 
ftffie  thetnitfi.  CirtiirilydmiliabonnltvpktiL 
-  Theftcond  r«l«it^  ItiMftbe^iMy  teie,  tint  k^ifpdifai^ 
kmay  bee>  yda  Bsufttt«ketkeOfficers«f the  ClnRh  tJbejmr 
Awtjiuipletdiiig.   Ifiiyifkcnbee.  .Ifi««Ktolbokawqr 
off€biikii^0rdeclmngtfe<viltockeClaiic^   kOnddradw 
(tfjtc»bc>be  by  him  wbofli  God  htA  nyqutf^dto  bebii 
noisthtotlieChiiNfe.   f aryDwdocitin  Cgdiiwmc^  thcwfti>e 
tlieimftordttly  wtyt^ibit  (4f  itiMyb(4oQt)irbyli^ 
isGodsuxMith.  « 

TluBAy,  ftfflt^befowyaamiiftiManififtaltdaeit^^ 


1 


ditry^tfe  affiwiMdfirendJbifilflr  cmatrnJ^SKtammdi 
djfbneffliftii  beiWQtn  yM vdtlat  wfaoklbckgr 

Voi8tUf>  Y<maoftdokw»iwy9aKflMewiiy»  fetna 
iMiiifiAdMyMdiHtrepeiMj  aodoDttobct^ 
t6  the  pettt  ttftbfe  GlMcb,  bar^tU  tte 
yKcioi]st«ycw/  TluifeM  wlmi ymiliMc wJtwttil  ^b/tisMdk, 
aadcKfcfaiigedy^rcoiirdcMr  Mil,  yon  nnftbetiirncMtnt 
to  fit<lownq«M>  ibrfetbenUiSi  Ttmib^AiriurfibiFt^^ 

pmvcihittlieChoickihonl^coMiins^  if^^ 
andjgreatasieqaires  depirting,.  ami  the  Cfamch  after  alLineaM 
ufo&daUpiticfmflMd^  mfiicbacirfeutbia, 

yoo  may  ddfire  to  be  difinilcd  fnom  k  and  depart.    Butinas 
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pMe^aUe  a  wqr  ttMfifalfanb^  yet  OMiifaiiBgki(iaefdpeft   Loft,  x, 
■ni»tftr€lMcii«rdlckiMMgkyMfl>MM4erKf»  caelf 


Tig PMJftrcBr «jt ««■& Mluiii>r>Liig wrinft  ttcM^  woi 


■itwtorfaCliBBcfctp  pln4  widia;Chn«ktJiwlbc««(iikltD 
j4«Mi  wMi  kit  p««aL  Tltatigh-ifKKhelikdyfbct«faddyj«t 
tlMiriMttotetiMi^tor  the  nwaberoCaCliildb.  Farapnent 


tkaoBJliheaia^  be  never  fi>««il»  yerhedoih^ift  lair  Uri^ 


4m^  ivir,  MMltlMdMcin^lMveuMirlifadii^toftoiiBt^ 
«Mldi«4dilBi«DaRi   Tlwbalwiei*i»8aCmr«»ilMiifcAii4 
cMtaiiiiy  ii»te  hOTeahefWkofiowGed^  tfdiif lw«difciaB» 
gcdilMifetkit  fleifi  ifjunft  dea. 
WcA bur 'ataaiba^.upBtiaiir  aiqr ^ead  witfc  a 


tlMRiMi*oMM«nb«of«  Cbmfli  i>lrig|ibn(lttiianr  bepk** 
M  wididtbyraiMClMr}ye»afljrilMCi*aciOfiictr«tvCinvdi 

homAmiiyaltMe  CfaiNdka»%  «  AwMomb  iimI  nh— lifli 
biAtBlDdKWfci»Miiiilfaf.f««iMa|bitebfficff««aClRtrt 
beMMTM  GWftthi  Jiairf:(#  iviiMyw  ftMt4bifiMytlm 
eilKriiKni«n«iiy«ilwitamai-nca»dwlK»d<tlwB«hcJ^ 
yecifihs«iMflirikftRA<MiwfdiifVt»tlRlMi*dhtt^iti^ 


AeoMrJtlMnit  tmid  btttefaantkiif  tffirlMMhaicrifiilkA 
flltiMiiuw  tlHtdK  ^nne  ftnblirtn*  ^iraMy  ones  of  the. 
GhndUhalkiwIfoitlitiMr  wlikUic  <|id  mrteeem  fma  the, 
IwwiyuiMI  liIembiMr,bi»fianefi««dlwiw<HMr«fhi<<wip».  Ids 
the vime.flfthtt  UetAmim  lefift  therecemtig^flf  «iylMtk 
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^    -  -  — ^      -         '        ■,■■■■• . ..^ — 

private p^le tfny imyto iu^vetD ilo  ^viriidiein..  Itis^I Ay n 
pride  1(1  mm  Wtich  thoi^^  wwhof  tbeet  right  order  that 
ihoaldbeinall  Churches  is  growen  to  that  keiglit,  thatthofe 
that  take  to  themfelves  as  propef  the  rameof  CUrgir^hcy  think 
itfuchadifi^onour  to  them  rornyDtberthatisootaCib*^^ 
man  (as' thejr  ipeake)  to  fpeaketothesi  or  aflbidniOi  theoMf 
any  thin^,^  to  rcatba  with  them  about  any  thitm,  or  wheathey 
have  preached^to  come  to  themibr  further  fatisnfttoainfame- 
Vhat  that  they  have  deli  veced^or  if  they  be  n^jgent  in  their  do- 
ty,tateUthemot  it  thdugh  never  fi>  fubmiluvdy  aniimeddy, 
their  pride  makes  themdiefo  hi^  : 

Andfcurthat  obftrve^bccaufe  they  do  tt«pon  that  grb»)d  tbtt 

theyarethe  Cibr^Af^  which  Gffn&€$Ckidsi»herkMceMXid(Mds 

Ufy  andfo.contemnipgothersisinferiottr«    Yoafhall&idein 

Scripture  that  the  fetfk  ace  called  CUrgie  in  diftiodion  iron 

^k^;^9i^i\     iheMini&dSi^andflcvccthcMinifteraiutheNew.itib^ 

.diltinAioQ  horn  the  people^  theworiixMewftsnotatttitotedcg 
them  to  mytemembran€e,butlam  (hceit  is  attributcrd  eo  t4ieC«i> 
gregation,  to  the  private  memberaby  wayt)f  diitinftionirem 
them.  '  Thatyott;U]0Uficih  i  Ptf.^^.i^Bemf  L^rdt  ^ypr  09ds 

&thewQrdsare«  N6wJt>thiciidfaiHii^^^  POtWtt 
Ly  that  isipoken  tctbeofBcets  o£the  Churcfa^nd  tlfcy  touft  Ui» 
JyotditBVirG^:ml3erit4n^i(ythAti34^frGt^  foribi 

Tayi  the  Wfird$  aKJvbe  wtsrdcAiieff^  from  wJb^oqe  Cl^r^ 

11  i^cdflleth»ii}^W'fcattdbiitedtp«he!peo(^^ 

mth^S€rjftiM^^z.n^D:oU^^fr^  yetdic.Textlaitbj 

dbat^^j^Wf  rt/^4»tjhatAVcifipriY^ 
tkcm0mlr;cfmfuk4fo  bim  the  w4j.^GHim§referffitlf  •  Where 
have  y  ou«0  ^^frfw^^^ntxvv^aiiiElofiaeiy^maii^^  Sch)Qilfir>. «  pum 
Clergic;xmi^.:btti>vouldifmmeiu)dwii^^ 
:«iid.biswi]fe(boiadt^ 

of  God  more  perftftly  ?  Yet  v/^i:and^>£l9qaeut  maiuind 

4  mUgl^ty.  in  the  S[cripttti:e8(M)kQ  k  wel iaqd  wts  willing^toreteiy^ 

iuabecii)(liw^ip|{fix>i^thrfe  CJ^ir*.  S> 

that  in  the  time  of  reformation  oi  the  Chorch,  thc£li0til^ 

•    *  •  z  *  \  reiicjfe 
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'  BbcwemnftiiotTchiyethtsrfeneitber.  Itistnie,  there  may 
beanDtorioasabn&ofbothtbefi!,  and  it  is  exceeding  hard  fer 
ajieopktotmdeifiandthaLrHbeny  without  abufingon^^  either 
agaiiift  liie  Qmnduw  againftthe  arfBoosof  aiGhuroh.: .  This 
powe^'inay  heabAifiriin.pstfle  Vciy^  piide, 

ixxo%%aae^^ftmit!&^  6t  cont eotion  infQin6>  taktsg  a- 

delight  in  contradiftion.  There  are  many  people. I  fay.  that 
are  of  &ch  a  homoiir  that  it  is  thdr  very  di^ltght  to  be  in  a 
iVAy  of  conttadiftion,  and  they  thinke  they  are  nobody  vmA 
teftiAiCfyba;^&a^  ^tAihfsn.vOScimmfi^ 

what  is  iMivaiediandtipon that; very  gaaimd.wiUigooiiiiiacrcL^ 
iij^tiotbuttifiiieececoaCcienQii  btittbatitanajfj^pitare  tdc- 
thers  ihat  for  their  parts  they  have  -a  further,  reach  than  other 
aien;itisjtxiie^fiicb  iUng^Me  deliv^ied,  get)ers%tblsjr«arffi¥- 
dtircd^-jreB^bataleamHftilioow  thatthiiy/lo9keiMQti6fig9far«- 
cbci* theit^jien  dM&  Andif  they  be  in  a:comihiiEHtty^fiht:y  con* 
ceiveAaaeveiyiDne  would  thmke, them  no.  body  it  they  ftind 

bbdjic^theyutiilfpeakeiithe^  lo  finde  tmdt 

aithhegl  affibtoe^uaMsfheil^ttiie^^  itra .  vioilM  fpirir^.  in^a 
damincfiiiof  Way  9iand  jmveit.totte  fiices  cf'thoTe  that  God 
fadthfet  over  thiim/ .Certtinly'-ihiKi^a  groifr  and  tboininable 
fh]^giv]iigitiQtybe]ttfir6aeh6^terfwa^to'/^      Whereas 

iii0fumibimmiitJ^ff^^  be^ 

canfryouinay  pkfkk'Wfth  eheoMfaat^Gods  jMifi^tnlty  not  fiiffer 
b|s^ydar  flmoe^  tlbtthtrebre  youaaay;  xAvke  thom  in  an  ui>- 
d(MOi$aiyx^  iodtedio.  an  humble 

waygoeas  acknowledgiogftjlbii^afi^baty^ 
ittbeingai^Officer,  and  fo  i^Wif(«i^^  rStbe  many 

oCiyoodip  W|fifebpb09^  aiKl  ri6i6b'Jthe-calb  ^tJr  »  Mioiflfer, 
.'iil:Dn)«Miy9^  oiiGhrifirj 

(ufficient  warrant  for  it :  jind  therefore  the  4pflAkt fid^hoo tho 

.u?   '  '    • ^ Ft   3.  an 
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maccaMB^mjs^^  m«liec»lkaiiillo 

Morw  ttee  Mioiftat^  Clnfttseftty^d^ere  wofi  {mociott  unid 
h]in,th«i£xettbeJiMilu>wthRM  iaMiamt^ 

Tins  I  Ittrr  iodwfiiwcd  CD  difiov^ 
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tkhriflitn, tftcyccyiWofcMcy  tfcingthoy  difiihe  ttAstkhd'' 
ftianj  wltasM^yMarrtofturiy  wklifoMr  4dlveilf:  tbetv  facsaoy 
eermeinoitf  oidtifyinedcsoditt^mMditafe  of  ikistewie^ 
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«d  Mke  aooidBt  ofiriM  I  bwih  dui  PiM|kcifr  of  H^H 
tlMi^ibtd^ptttfeinetiiMmitbcfiBce,  yet  little  thottghtta 
|itre>netwiAf<>Mii3rthiq|^limyi>ier^^  «(>«le«iIlNive 
ftittdjtlMi46Afe<wntiyoonmnea»aiMltlieti«ie«b  Iwdtid 
MtvkltMlyiintirMtny  diiiigtat wlut  ik  (b  prdfanMd  tow, 
ttttet  IdMMMbeJn^mmt&tlie  StrffitUM  ttrit»  VMnot«» 
tal»iMiice«fii:  WelMveihMdf  Met  with  wtktd«)ioiiatt 
at«u>kt«liMMMltMktfi*li«ie«t«i«4itfciat^  X^efiKki 
tliitog&  as  1 1i«ve4Mir,:^o«rtt  icbnlacociMtiritnelfifjg  wHk 
■Miibittet)ilMr,Wttlk«ttt«l«i(b^^dic  i9fCiDnt«itionMc[iff« 
TifiwB^iufcdUiie  wiilio>ti9Wttfat»  bttfajtiagtlittnitftifltjir 

Wlieiimt>f  «Glri]f!(li«ofliet»«U^  .^MK  teuGodbe&tetb^ 
lwte»btt)d,ti»wnitt»ltt#bG*4t6belietldsbtnd? 

Mifeft€ii'«li«  CfcittdMl  tie  Jevi«  ItinnM  findeta^ 
tottkchiipeiiceKtiM^ivfMa  tb«y  did  cesfetobeaChMhbut 
#nBlytUl;«it(M»WliBft  GeddklfaidtlKtealiUlof  Dhrfaiteby 
fomeeaMMAifitiy  Mto  ^«  evtttteVfiidlbineaiMengft  tketo, 
iftidfrriti^tat9>w  ^  tlMfy  ^tf  iwlMdly  leiMeofffr^bieiAg 
aHtetteptdigej^lMtGod^tKettf  «ttider:Tor  Ifind^tluk 
tlMttfaenr  Idplsttty  was  not  cnoaghto  cnttheM  dTftbttt  britt;» 
CtaatehaJ8lii31y.  ItlttAietiidr  fdMahtywftstMwliididid 
ddl!in«it»  IlMylMkelfieiMAv8igkb(»diytlieii'Idcl^,lnit 
God  did  not  alwayes  take  the  advantage  af  that,  h^didtwit 
AfViytV  ftlMk  tktm  «M1  df  Oivotvt-  mm  th^  did  coiiunit 
Molatfy*  Thefrttn  tibtii  hkd  l«ea  Xdoktmklong  tidTebe- 
fMeG<)dlUid^«lt»tlHani^rWe^e  not  his  wiFe.  TheKfoK 
iMMdyldBbtty *didiiot«ut  »4  M  Mt  the<JeWti».  Nekhet  d(»I 
tUnktfaatallldolatiy  (if  itbethrendi  ignorance)  cutt^h  oiTa' 
Cliaid(fttWi«thettiAed'fite*tlMif8ans.  thd  Lutherans  cer- 
tiinlj^  iieBBilqr«nd6l«yJ»y  ooufeoiientti  andfi^othorCfaniv 
dieftttly  wtflieu^  knpiMnOt,  and  yet  ih^tot  ceafetobe 
ehtWBhMU  1teelbt»hM:1i«tifi:ie^  th^'Je^j  I  ftyldo  not 
6n&  any  patticnlar  finncthat  dida^luaUy  cut  them  off fblbng 
i»tfa8y«*tet^  toAeiili^ptM^ii^^tUi'lj^^  ly 

inneoiriotduwryliMM^  fm  th«u  ft^ill  of  DM)rcp,they 
yflrt««aiiiitdilHr|«ople«f{30d<'!^.i5.4,  Mfir^^^w  Miif 
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^i^grc^J^h G0fillC» Ci^djroithaiit^trcrval it,  but ^hat^ 
it  ?  I  havo  n0t  gi vjq  y 9)2^  bifi  ot  Divortc,  thcrrfortitbcy  wt*e  t 
Cfiiirch.  ..  '  •  •    •    •    '. 

(jlycdihpUiilg  (ortb  tite|MaQf^i!}<)n  of  ^(undAfOCfitldl  tii]Ch$/ilid 
JQypinS;ii>4l:Or4i4am:e|,ib%a$t^%4iretouvi^^  fo  lom 
tlw^isaChiirch.  Afiy:coinmiiniQiiorSain(S  jmbodyed,  hold- 
ing jbr;^  thVpr<>feflion4]faltjii^  «Te}|i«U^ 
Ung4#feirpp.G^4iaftp€^.^ f^rii*  tVyknQiv.tebeGcMis  wdik 
they  (hbuld  ,(et  them.  ap)i  this ,  mUltkMc  ^K>Mgh  it  (hoiild  favve 
akuidancepfconiipapnsitjhpiit^  mtiv^  wioked  be  lOMiglod  a- 
mongft  them^yet  they,  are  a  Chqrch  of  Mo4»  though  th«y  fnould 
noti^ti^pall  Ovdipance^,  thoMgh,p!?r|u^  (fepvgh  ig^pmice 
they  are  not  oQ^yi|if2Qi that  iiich j^  Qif^fm^  lis^  4n  Qrj4imib^il 
yeathoughdieyb^C€^vinced.thatiijifpCh4^  'and^et 
perhaps  they  are  not  convinced  that  It  is  Go<is  mad  th^  (hould 
fet  it  up,,  though  this  (hould  be  their  error^  yet  this  pommuiuon. 
of  Saints  imbodycdp  reijf^inetha  jtf^i^Chuirhof  Chriii     : ,  t 

But^tius^  Thofigti  it  bea triy  Cl^cii ^Clyift,  yct^fJVW^. 
fucha  ^^Inrch,  that  perhaps  yoUj  apr  I;  ncf  anbther  cinQ0t  dve 
Qosnxnunion  withall* 

You  willfay^  How  is  thar  ppmblefor  any  Church  to  be  n 
true  C^€hQfCh|:ift;,^ai:^  yoC  «we  9Htyjnot:i\avccom|BUBioit. 

Ufithit?.  -..rji.--  :,.,:.  •  '.i'  •  .:  •  .'  '  '  .  • 
;  Sofarcpmfnmiion  we  flW9^haTea$tOtatay>wifK]^x$eahcj| 
Churchy  and  to  ha  ye  co^imui^Qn  tfi  fp(ne  4ua^  .but  it  (my  he  % 
IjX  true  Church  of  thrift,  and  I  may  acknowledge  it  ib,  and  ^t 
^fip?  have  ©nninijoiop  jn  #11.  oid^DOosi  Iq  whtt  ^ikB>xm^ 
|tt^*^te?-  .3  \.rr.  -.^rl-r:...:;  .i)  ,:y  .:/...- .-lioiil: 
i  F irft,  :lf  this  Churcb^ihaU  fp.  ningje  tiqr  Miliamce^ : fny^ 
work  of  thdr  pt4>lique  coaunua)oq» .  wl  fpti^^dentcaiioot ; 
icy  ne  without  €ontra6Ui^guUt.u|pQi>;iii^9S/ipt  {eopgC?^  wil 
in  it,  i  cannor  haye. p^imunipft.  yis^  th^milUKin ii}$hpfi4ir> 
nances^-  -:.  •.  >lM.r,^Jj  I  un j.m  \  .:'  :r.r?.Ks  r  n  ^''.i, 
,  Yea fcgojflly^'  If»^Q*«^  Wi«V|**Jnf»  «Q.'f«AfliO  my 
luUgcmeut,  and  rubl(;rib<to  jgj|hfi^f«;l^biQg$^tha(Ieaxiaot 
fatis/ie  ooy  copfcicqce  Vijt(^Qr.Fu^<me  o£Scpms9immi  witibe^y 

it 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


tie  Tnfk^f  sfH^  s  V  A. 


■*•— > 


CondcuTe.  .  -  r .    • ...      "^^li  /    ;.        '  '    ,-   •  ' 

-  Tiiipdl¥9  Wheal  ite^  tell  not  ^tifit  nto  to  da  the  duty 
tliit  God  ceqnkcs  ot  me,  Icstinot  hivc'iconiii^muiL  with 
tlKindiereneiiliefjbeoureifl  (houldjbyne  with  chcsn.ncit  dop- 
ing my  duty  \iv4tick  inj^' c)9ii(aence teU$iiiieI aMi^^       doe^ 

Nay  fmthar,  A  man  any  be  ofoiChotdt,  tnd  perfatpstbey 
may  net  be  lb  iU,  but  it  may  be  lawfiiltvo  JnveoomiQunaih:ivith 
then  in  many  otidiasnosMndytt&r  thefc  tint  ace  free^aad  are 
not  by  any  fpeciaU  call  ef  God  tyed  to  tack  afkhucet  tiiey  erte 
boBi!^  in  oonfcience  in  fonieoaiesnottO|oyne'mthtbcaiaaa 
member  ot^  tkcm  in  a  cotiftant  way.    As  tfms. 

Firftj  wheal  cannot  enjoy  all  oodinances  witii  theis,  but 
God  opcncdiadoor  to  another  place  where  I  naay  have  com- 
flMtnion  in^locdimacef,  I  may ^ecciveSacrameotSf with  them 
iiponocca(ion|tfld  yet  not  be  conftantly  with  them  as  a  member . 
dFthat  Church. 

Itia  tnie,if  God  did  (hut  the  doot  that  I  could  not  enjoy  all 
ordinances  any  where ,  then  it  were  better  to  joynt:  with 
a  ChilrchtKafttath  not  alUthoug^  I  do  buten/oy  fome. 

Secondly^  whenQcfliofieiKfth  tneeifewhere  thatlinayefi^ 
joy  the  ordinancc5^withtno«powerand<ptxrity,ami  with  more 
freedom  of  fpirit  3  and  I  am  not  tied  (I  fuppqfeow  ta  be 
free  Olid  not  tt»  be  tied  j  then  if  there  be  nothing  :but  mutwasd 
aooooint^atickwthat^at  caflrt&ct^allancdoii  tfaeone}\aod^iid 
theputity  fc  power  c^  the  oiiUinaijces  dnkfae  otheir^ti'I  fl>al  ra* 
thcr  chule  the  one  then  the  other,  it  will  be  apparam  tUt  liaive 
my  body  bettei?  then  nay  ibde:  in  this  cafir  Confdence  bid4eth 
me  to  iMt^^naveitipt&QoinyAiiLtiben  my  body. 

Thiscanbeneromtroyerfie^  for  it  is  generally  acknowledged 
byallthatifoneMiillbiit  nemovc  hia  luaiie  from  one  pari{hi;o 
anoth0-;he  may goiimd  joyne  witii  thatpariih'  But  that  lyhich  I 
aifirmeisnot  ft  citatthiit^I  dvbut  fiippofethat  a  man  is  ftee&not 
yetaftiaQyjpyned^hetsth&iifhebetreetocegard  morethepi^ 
city  andoower  of  theoitdinaacesthen  outward  accomodations, 

Thieendc^tdl^eiitfiigandexfaortatian,  ifs^i^^  and 
not  contention..     G  g  PU^d 
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-  ir/ic^4v€thMbrp:lDi«^i)ht^  her  where^ 

domes.  Plead  with  her  that  (hee  may  rrformc,  doe  iiot  plead 
fbrcorileations  ftke.-  I'here  arc'oiSinynicn  that  will  rebuke  o- 
thets^d  plctd  with  others,  but  wJmt  for  ?.  meetely  in  a  fpirit 
of  contention,  nieerely  that  they  ttiay  brave  it  over  them ,  that 
'thej^fnAJ^ii9bBaid.themy(hametItem,afid  oot  out  of  love  tore- 
forme  them,they  care  not  whether  they  Dcfdrmeor  not;  if  they 
havb  vented  their  gaU&malicethe^  have  what*they  would  have. 

But  how  wil  you  kn6w  thatPHowcanyouknowamans  hearth 

Thus.  You  (hall  knew  that  men  cone  to  pkade  not  for  rc-> 
formation  butifdr  CQntention,iit:{V,iFtbty  rather  make  it  appeare 
that  they  are  glad  of  the  (innes  of  their  brethren  and  doe  not 
grieve  for  them.  You  (hall  have  many  a  man  comein  a  iury  and 
ra^e  to  rebuke  oien  they  have  advantage  againft ,  but  not  witji  a 
ipiritotibrrow  and  mourning;  ifyoucameto  plead  and  rebuke 
them  for  reformation,  you  (hould  have  come  with  a  mour- 
ning fpirit  ,  ToH  JhenU  have  meurned  thM  fnch  a  ene 
JhifuU  be  takp^  away  from  jqh  y  faith  the  Apoftle  to  the  Cc- 
rinths.You  (hould  moume  at  your  very  hearts  that  the  Church 
or  the  member  of  it  hath  offended. 

Secondly,  when  men  art  partiall  ill.  their  plctdiflg.  when 
they  will  rebuke,  others  and  that  fliarply  tootha;  are  afar  off, 
buifuchasarenecretoithcmtheyarecartldfeof.    •     . 

jB*ri^  1 8.  3  a.  Turne  jfy,utrney£  thke  je  may  not  die;  ( (ay 
your  bookes  there  j  tnrmj^$$irfelves  a^i  Hve.  Now  the  word  i% 
Mevertifadtefovibit i$.in  ffffhil^Boey^/tn/^teretitrmy  ^^^ 
(b  it  may  wdl  bereddi  So  Arias M^tiUnm  veada  iumake  otf^s 
t^retttrne,  ....  ..  • '' 

You  muft  plead  (e  as  to  de(irereformatiQnf  not  that  ybumay 
get  the  viAory  and  have  thcbtftccolb  it  by  your  pkading ,  bu^ 
with  bowels  of  compaflion  to  feeke  Reformation  you  mvik  not 
cut  as  aq  enemy  to  conquer,bbQa»a  ehimc^bAtaheale  «*  There* 
fore  before  you  goe  to^'elMike^andiojAori  you  muft  goe  to 
prayer^hat  God  would  blcflcyeili.'i't|>ukiiig,i  and  your  exhor- 
tation to  your  h:e^fareo,and  wheA  you.  hav<!  done  Ri  ay  again  to 
Godforableflinguponit.  And  lookcfliftcr(J^i*ir rcpreherifiom,. 
and  fee  what  becommethof them;  and  ifTlhijy  dqe  notptolper  ro 
Refer  mation,then  moum,  and  CFy  to  <i^od&r  ]^9iU)iairetbrcn;'%^ 
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if  it  doe  profpcr  tthen  bleflc  God  that  vou  have  converted  a  foulc. 
Thuslt  was  with  thcTCbcB  offthis  fidejordariiwlfriith^plet^ 
ded  with  the  Tribes  on  the  other  fide  Jordan,you  (hall  findein 
the  ftory  that  when  thef  ^  heard  fhe  an/wn-  ofthnr^  brethren  they 
hie  fed  Godwhen  th^fitwihM  their^ethren  H^efreefr^mjlnne: 
fo  you  (heuld  doe^you  (hould  goe  and  plead  with  your  brethren, 
perhaps  youc  brethren  may  have  the  better  ef  it -and  nay  con- 
vince you  that  that  whicli  you  apprehetide  to  be  a  flnne  is  not  a 
finne,now  many  <ncD  perhaps  areaiigry  and  wHl  ^lot  bee  con- 
vinced that  it  is  nofinne^thenl  (hall  goe:iiw»y  with  the  fhaixie, 
what  doe  I  rebuke  him  of  a  (inne  ^  ahd  is  it  no  Cnne  i  Many  i 
man  holds  on  in  an  argument  what  he  hath  bmn^  and  i»  loath 
toyeeld  that  it  isnota  finne,  whereas  hee  (hould  be  glad  to 
yeeld  it.  If  a  Min  jfter  plead  6r  preach  that  men  doe  any  thing 
that  he  conceives  is  a  (inneyifaiiother  (hoold  come  and  convince 
him  that  it  waspo  finne,it  is  a  vile  fpirit  in  any  Minifter  not  to 
blefle  God  that  he  is  miftaken,  why  ?  Becaufc  noyf  1^  aiHt  of 
his  brother  is  removed  in  his  heart.  If  I  had  not  beenc  mSaken, 
tis  true^my  credit  ha4  l^^en  fome  what,^  I  am  miftakeni  the  (in 
is  removed  from  my  l^rother,  Qh  bleHfedbeGod  thatog^  bro*- 
ther  is  not  guilty^thoOgh  I  am  miflaken;  If  we  pkad.againft  o- 
tbets  witi^fuch  a  fpirit  4S  thiy  i«juGp«l  will  Uefle it. 


— ^ —  « 
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Let  her  theft^frtt  fHi^ct^oji  h^  ipb§rifdfmes  mt  •f  k^r  fight,  ^md 
.  burAdsdtiriesftmbittftenhfhs^i^ 
Lefi  Jftrif  her  n^kf^  mid  fet  her  jis  in  the  d»j. wherein  ^^m 
fnif^mymUnf^hersie^ieTfeUierpmfj^^^ 

1  tLesdi»i$h yeter  mether,  ut\ifleMd(o^^toxA\iiet 

%  ^  plflthly^that  Out  k  no  tnovt  mj  m^i  flvehtch 

i  k   Wtftlk  feancthtbtri  there  irm  hopCi  no  bclp, 

j  I   Gcxilitftfcleftus/orfiikmafiihctothfudweire 

midoM^hi6wife>  vrelMteour  bin«f  dkorce 
2fdw(r4mft:begom^^Nc^ro  neilr^  bum^witlcMofritk^ 
Lethetfneam^  fremher  fi^P hirt  Whefreiemee^  dniMdnknieJ 
JromtetweenJetWitreafi/.  ^^obyitrfkiUtdngaC  iMft^  t^^ 
concHtion,yet  notwithftanding  the  preitncflcof  her  fin  and  the 
fcarfuUncfleof  the  threat,  is  not  ^together  hopeleffe^  but  he 
wouldbave  thofe  (hat  pietd  with  her^yet  to  ei^ort  her  and  to  bid 
her  put  away  yet  her  whoredoBaes.  It  is  true  when  a  man  putts 
;  away  his  wife  for  whoredom  and  giveth  a  bill  of  divorce^iie  wil 
never  take  her  againe,  upon  no  termes.  Jerem.  3  •  i .  fyiU  s  wtdn 
when  hefutteth  meaj  his  reife^  retttrne  nntej^er  again  f  As  it  he 
(h^uWiays  no  certainly^  no^^^wi\\doit;Tetretnrnet0nf9me 
fiiffhlhe  Lerd^Mnd  J  wifffeceisie  Jen  againe. 

Gods  mercies  are  beyond  mans«  It  is  a  meft  excellent  and 
ufefbll  obfervation  that  we  have  from  hence^  Thereisnofuch 
drcadhill  threatning  againft  any  in  the  wordrf  Godfbraiiyof 
their  finnes  (oncty  we  except  tKat  finne  agaihil  the  holy  GhcJn 
but  tber^  is  adore  of  hope  Idft  for  thofe  finners.  Here  fcemetk 
to  be  thegreitfeft  finncaof Idolatt^  andibrfaking  ofGod  as  coaM 
bce>  the  moft  drcadtuii  threatomg,  fieie  neemjwife,  fticis 

dif or«ed 


Digitized  by* 


th  Pr0^fi^4flio%^k.  I    ttf 


dkorced   frooi   mft.    Yet  here  is  infiimated  a  liopc  of 

iiWfCjr. 

I  wUMv«  yeu  one  T<xt  wUch  is  w  notable  Un  tUs 
2!^  any  I  mow  io  the  bo^kc  of  God^  cliat  is  Imdges  lo.  r j, 
*^T4  Wfrjwred  with  wr,i^.  Inthf  jj.atid  I4.vcries^  faith 
God,  T^#  iMve  finrfakfn  me^  ts^  ftrved  other  gods ^  What 
;  then  i  t  vriU  deliver  jou  no  more.  1  am  rctHvcd  againft 
yoo  now^  I  have  delrvered  you  cftcn,  but  now  I  will 
j  deliver  yoo  no  more ;  Go  y oor  wayeSjCi^  unto  the  gpdsjon  have 
ik$fen^  Ut  them  deliver  yom  in  the  time  ofyottr  tribuUtion,  One 
wodd  fbtnk  this  peopletdbeinaniUcafcyof  whom  God  faith 
ciit6iniieh;Tor€)mnretbdefajrthiiigshere.  Fitft,God char** 
gech them withthegfttttvftfinm  that  ccffd^bee,  theyfaadfor^ 
Taken  God  and  turned  themfeUes-to  Itbls.  SecoiicQy,  This 
great  fin  is  aggratrated  with  the  moft  aggravating  circiimftance 
almoft'thatcottkl  be,  tmplyed  here,  this  they  had  donenot- 
Wifl^ndin^GodwaswondeifullniercifiiUto  them,  andhaB 
dftendeliveredtbem,  yet  they  had  ftilt  fovfaken  him  and  (erved 
other  Gdda.  11iirdiy,Here  is  one  of  the  moft  peremptory  refo- 
littkvifc'i^^ftiliewing  mercy  that  we  OKA  ima^  fiithGod, 
IwU  Jetever  JM  no  m$rt,  now  I  have  delivered  you  fo  oft% 
Boatthly, .  Here  &'acn<^bitrer&c€a&ne)  a  biting,  upbrayding^ 
taunting  fpeech  for  their  fervine  other  gods.  iC^  it  he  fliouid 
iay  ,Whit  doe  yot^tfOiM  aow  ?  Now  do  yoH  cry  andbowle  to  Hie 
n#viK5roii wrii^yoitrtroQbkririycaif  profrcrity  I  was  noGodfbr 
yM,^Ml(#mei1)(^ift1brotherfod6|  andnowl  willbeno.God 
to  yMj  to  oihier  gc4a  I  teaveydn,  go  now  and  cry  to  there  other 
god5,tttfd  (ee  whether  they  will  helpeyon.  Futthefctogether 
and  oilc  would  tlskdie  this  people  were  in  a  hopeleiie  condition. 
l^^ikm^  belpelbr^hispeopleyatf  Are  they  notaloft  peo- 
I>le^  ?I^taot  t^nrabce^iooiace  ^  this  people?  No, for  all  this, 
wfRenranoe  i»^dc  tooh|tefor&cb  a  peopte^astfais/or  marked 
Tieri:falifkirtthe-i5.«r.  jrfi>ii*#  MUren  of  Jfruel  feidmtotbe 
fief^JlpeikMt^mud^ie^  phm  im$m  ^tiMpiiwrfeemetJfgood 
rt«^,4f«lNdN%<i^inte^  tbibrftpmgefedsjfromMmmtg 

ttkitOi^M^  ThcfttdiMtm^wlie  do^wnfuUenLy 

IinllKir^ei«d%,  fitttknolielf  thcrdbtt  we  wctcas 
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their  ftrange  gods,aad  ciic  unto  the  Lord,  |in4  tcJUl  him  thtt  th.cy 
had  finned.  What  then  ?  the  Text  faith,  The  finU  of  th^  Lard 
iifiM grieved  far  the  mferyaf  Ifrne^t  Though  he  had  thus  pro- 
nounced againft  them,  yet  his  foal  was  grieved  for  them,  they 
were  not  the  fame  they  were  before.  It  is  tm^^  I  wi&  deliver 
jeu  ne  morCy  you  impenitent  ones,  I  will  deliver  you  no  more, 
but  God  did  not  fay  he  would  not  give  them  repentance;  but 
when  they  had  put  away  their  ftrangegods^  though  they  had 
grieved  Gods  Spirit  with  their  finnes,  yet  God  was  grieved  for 
theirafHicHon  now,and  though  God  had  thus  threatnd  thcm,yet 
his  bowels  now  do  yerne  towards  them,  and  he  comes  in 
again  with  merq',  and  fubdues  their  enemies  under  them,  the 
children  of  Amman  wereconquered»and  God  givesthem  twen- 
ty of  their  Citics,as  Chap.  11.33. 

God  never  threatneth  any  people,  but  the  condition  of  meicy 
upon  repentance,  it  is  either  exprcfled,  or  implyed.  It  isthere- 
fore  the  hrowardnefle  and  the  fullennefleof  the  hearts  oflinncrs,to 
give  over  all  upon  the  thought  of  the  greatnefle  of  their  fins,  or 
the  feverity  of  Gods  threatning  againft  them.  O  no,  you  great 
finners,that  have  been  guilty  of  many  horrible  (ins,  coaie  in  and 
repent.  I  may  fay  to  yon  as  ShecdniM  did  to  the  people  in  ano* 
thercafe,  of  a  grievous  GnnCyEzra  lo.a.  There  is  bafe  in  Jfrsel 
concerning  thie  thing. 

It  is  the  cavil  x)f  many  camall  hearts  againft  many  (aithfnU 
and  Zealous  Minjfters,  that  they  do  Qotmng  but  preach iu4ge- 
menr,and  they  threaten  damnation^and  fay  people  Hiall  bedam- 
iied,and  ^o  to  hell,and  thelikcThis  th^  fpeak  againft  them^not 
mentioriingatall  the  conditions  upon  which  damnation  and 
iieliisthreatned..  Cenainly  there  can  (carccaMinifterinthc 
world  be  found  that.thrcatneth  damnatidfi  or  hell  aUoktt^^ 
.biit  upon  thdfe  tfirms  of  impenitency.  >will  give  yiQu;  one 
Scripturetoftiewyouthe  moft  abfiird  perverie  fpirits  <^men 
in  this  kindiS  how  they  will  take  a  piece  of  the  wt«tls  of  the 
Prophets  andfepanttethe((hreatQiiie from  the condiup^ 
pofethatttey  maycaviiatthcwordJ[tisin/rr»  a<;p4,(kithGo4 
fbthe  Prophd  ^titfl'bat^lh4ltf$j  to  t^^Thm  fnuh  the  Jberd^ 
'^  attwiUnathearksntame.tawildk^inmyLitwwhkhlbsn^  fat 
eyatt^taHiitrkptta  the  wards  af  mj  fervmtts  tbaFrafbns 

wh0m 


^TTP 


Digitized  by 


Jl^. 


the  Prifhefie  of  Ho sn  a. 


I     *3i 


whom  Jfent  unto  yon ;  then  wiB  I  makje  this  homfe  Uko  Shiloh^  and 
viUmAks  this  Citie  dcmrfcto  ^Utbcndtions  of  the  em-tb.Sec  how 
fairly  the  words  oi  the  Prophet  go,  Jfj^m  will  not  hearken  to  me 
to  walks  in  my  laweSy  and  the  words  of  mj  Prophets  whom  J  Jent 
unto jfou jthun  I  will  do  fo  and  fo.  The  Prophet  delivers  his  met 
fagc  as  fairely  as  can  bee.  But  fee  now  their  perverihefle  in  the 
%.  ver.lt  came  to  pajfe  that  when  Jeremiah  had  madeanendif 
ffeaking  aU  that  the  Lord  commanded  himto  Jpeakf  umoallthe 
people ^that  the  Priefis  and  the  Prophets  and aS  the  people  tookjoim, 
fajinff^ThouJhdltfnrelji  die.  What  is  the  matter  ?  H^hj  hafi  thou 
Proptecyed  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  fajinf.  This  honfe  fbal  be  like 
Shilohrrhcy  leave  eut,f  i/,  Jwhercas  he  nid^Ifyon  will  not  return 
andheare  the  words  of  the  Lord,this  honfeJhaU  be  as  Shiloh;  They 
comp  and  lay  hold  upon  him  with  violence,  fVhy  hafi  thou  faid 
thishonfe  /ball  he  like  Shiloh  ?  and  leave  out  the  other.  This  is 
the  prrveffenes.of  the  hearts^  pf  men. 

Well  then  j  The  condufipn  of  this  Obftrvation  is  this ,  that 
the  wot  ft  pleading  a^ainft  any  for  their  (innes ,  it  is  not  to  (inke 
their  hearts  in  defpaire,btft  to  turne  their  hearts  towards  God 
that  they  may  receive  mcrcie;  Let  her  put  away  her  whore^ 
domes. 

S;  condly ,  Let  her  put  away  her  whoredomes.  After  fiich  a  kinde 
o^.pleading  that  included  a  moft  dreadhiU  threatning  in  it,  Shee 
is  Hot  my  wife ^  yetGodexhortcth.  Hence  the  ©bfcrvation  is 
this. 

While  Gpd  is  pleafedto  fpeake  to  a  people  and  call  upon 
them^andexhprtthemto  tiirne*untohim,thc  condition  of  that 
people  is  n6t  dcfpcrate.  Exhortations  from  God  doe  argue  that 
th  e  condition  of  a  people  may  be  hopefuU.  So  long  as  the  King 
is  but  fpeaking  to  a  Traytor,e{pecially  giving  of  him  good  oam- 
fel^there  may  behepe :  If  he  t  urne  his  back  upon  him,  and  will 
fpeake  no  moreithen  he  looks  upon  himfelfe  as  a  gone  man.Ma- 
ny  people  are  troubled  that  God  doth  fo  continue  exhorting  by 
his  Minifters  and  others,and  they  cannot  bee  at  quiet.  If  thou 
haft  (ucha  quiet  as  God  iTiould  leave  exhoning  and  drawing' 
thcef  ron>  thy  fmnes,woe  to  ihee,thou  art  a  loft  creature.  Make 
muchofexhortationsandthreatnii^gs.  vi 

ComewenQW  to  the  Exhortation  it  {^kyLet  her  pf^t away 
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htrbrtdftf^  It4sintiicplmdlnuiiiberj^w^*#i9Mri ,  aitdW 
MitUteriis.  They  were  ftiaojr,  (hee  mnft  pot  them  sway  di» 
Iff  Yvift  that  htdi  bcene  ntueht  (hall  be  contented  to  f odike 
divers  of  her  lovers  and  retain  but  one  there  is  no  reconciliation, 
all  her  adidteries  nraft  be  put  away. 

But  the  words  are  not  onely  in  the  plural  number,  butthafe 
that  undetftand  the  Originall,  well  know,  that  there  is  fcoie- 
what  in  the  woidstoextend  the  flgnification  beyond  theplondl 
number,andthatis  the  duplication  of  the  radical!  letter^  in  the 
firftwordthcfccondradiadl  Letter  which  is  fS  "j  isdouble^ 
ani  in  the  fecond  word  the  third  r^dic^U  Ittter  fs  ^  ^^  ^^ 
double.  It  is  the  note  ofTstrnrviHs  upon  \  he  place,  faicA  he,  the 
doublhigoftheferadicall  letters  ftiew  the  exceeding  multitude 
ofthofe  whordOmes  and  adulteries  that  Ifrael  was  guilty tsif  at 
this  time.  And  indeed  when  oiKe  there  isgiving  way  tofu- 
perftitious  vanities  there  is  growing  to  notorious  whcraumes 
and  adulteries  without  mea/ure,  without  number^  miififitnitim* 
We  never  know  where  to  ftop,tf  ontt  our  woHhip  be  comip- 

ted. 

Let  her  put  them  awaj  out  of  her  fight. 

The  eye  is  the  receiver  of  much  urickanndle  into  the  heart, 
and  by  it  the  uucleanneiTe  of  the  heart  16  muchexpreft*.  TAe 
Scripture  fpeakcsof  eyesfiiUofudultery,  />r  A^r  pir^  her  adnl^ 
teries  out  of  her  fight  ^^t  thetn  be  abominable  now  in  her  eyes, 
thofe  things  that  before  were  ddeftablf ,  let  theiii  now  6cc 
deteftable.  Let  them  cafl:  away  f  heir  I  dels  as  tfUhj  menftruom 
cloath^tnd  with  indignation  byjg^t  jet  hence. 

Ox  from  before  her  face  SQithmthe  Hdbrewj  noting  her  tm* 
pudency  in  her  idolatr^,that  it  appeared  in  her  very  face<Tkot^h 
men  at  firft  may  be  a  little  wary,  yet  at  Icilgt b  they  grow  to  mt- 
nifeft  outwardly  their  Idolatry  tn  their  very  face.  Htx  that  we 
ftiall  meet  with  afterward. 

And  bccaufe  Ifrad  did  not  ^cording  to  the  exhortation  of 
thofe  that  pleaded  with  her,put  thus  her  whoredomes  outof  her 
fightjGod  ilid  put  I  frael  out  of  his  nght,for  fo  we  have  it„2  Kimg. 
17.22,23.  The  children  of  Jfraet  wdl^din  aA  the  finnes  ^flero^ 
b^dm  which  he  did,  thej  def^rtednot  fromthem.  Premifes  could 
.  not 
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rem^vedlfrMl 0tH ^his fight.  They  might  have  prevented thif ; 
if  theylnd  put  their  whoiedocncs  outof  their  (^t,  God  would 
never  hove  put  them  out  ef  his  fight. 
And  ft  am  bttwfm  her  hrtMfis. 
Whores  aic  to  difcover  their  fiJthvnesaiach  in  their  breads, 
ddMrinthenakednedeof  theirbreafts,  or  in  thofe  ornaments 
t  hatthey  hung  about  thdr  breafts,  as  they  were  wont  to  do  in 
tboft  Goantiyes/or  the  intifing  of  their  lovers. 
'   Her  ireMfis.  Hjfecrtttes  fiives  there  are  vdnes  that  goe  from 
the  belly  to  the  breads ,  ana  that  is  the  reafon  he  gives  of  the 
temptation  to  hift  that  is  in  the  brealb.  The  whoredoms  of  the 
bttm%  inthe  nakednefle  of  them  hath  been  condemned,  not  on- 
ly in  the  Churches  of  God>  but  aiDongft  the  heathen.   TerfmUUn   7^ 
in  his  bqpk  dg  hMkim  mtUkBri  hath  this  expreffion ;  Women  a-  | 
tbrrang  themftlves  immo^   jiu  (cuitus  /ciiUet  vti  ^nutHsy  in  dMr0^& 
deratdy  with  gold  >  and  fil^   ^  gmmk^&  veftibiis  dtputat^'ytfie^M  cm 
vw ,  and  wecions  tpparell  ,•  "^  ^*^^^>  ^  '^^  partlum  cm-ftf^is  qu0  oc 

Mxr^  tfaeiiaof  ambition ;  bM  . 

fbrthemto  feek  to  adorne  themfelvesiblicitonfly  carefuIL  about 

tfaeir haire^nd  theirskin^andthofe  parts  that  drawthe  eyes^this 

i^Ofinmnfrefikmiomiy  it  is  the  fin  of  a  proftituted  whore  fo 

to  dor.    . 

,    Vcabcfidos^.  TertmBUnia  another  bookofhiSsS^av/^iv 

vitffiiikmy  brings  the  Heatheu^  jrebuking  Chriftia«i  women  I 

irithofe  trmes :   The  venr    -  ..   .    ,     '       .^.    ^    . 

nr«iU»»<^  A^U.    a;«A  k^     Judicdbimt  vosArdhfit  flemtHie  Ethnic £ji 

flrattibdgeyou>fortJlfy  doe    cuUtibtf^ta^  cmtteut^  fintluafrmdimtdt 

nodDndf  CtPKertilCU^fapeSy    ^tmm^MamfAciemp'ofiitutre.    TcnuLdc 

bnblivcn  iMhrhdulSr  liatfccf  gU1.cap.x7. 

thsiftbejr  will  hav»tieir  nakednefle  appearc,  they  will  kt  the 

Ugbchae  into,  one  eyOiNowifihehricben  didfi>,  if  they  would 

nM  1rav9  their  nakedneBe  in  any  thing  appeare »  much  more 

fhoM  Chsiftians«xnf!et  tbo6|iaitst]hat  are  tDcttements  to  lufts, 

qphdr^h^is  the  >edlamitrtttdneflc>  andtheBeggcrsfiuferyi  y 

namely^  Nakednefie^  that  is  the  whores  pridcj  and  the^tiiunr  f 

peii^glorkC;,'.::! :  ^    .t-i  :\  1  \  .    ^ 

^f-   •  H  h  Cn^    ^^ 
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Ln  ker  pn  ttmsj  her  'whereSmes  efttrfbtr  fight,  swi 
^  her  sd$tlterief  frem  hetwttn  her  hredfis. 

Thtt  which  is  intended  cfpecially  here ,  is,  that  they 
ihould  not  be  content  meerly  with  change  of  their  hearts^to  fty, 
Well,we  will  acknowledge  the  Lord  to  be  the  true  God,andoiir 
hearts  fliall  wholly  truft  in  him,  but  for  thefe  extemall  thii^s 
what  great  matter  is  there  in  them  ?  Oh  no^  they  muft  abftaine 
fi-om  all  appearance  of  evil,  from  the  badges  of  Idolatry,  there 
inuft  not  be  fo  much  as  the  garbe  and  i&cfleofa  whore  npm 
them,  they  oiuft  take  away  their  adulteTycs)^*!^  between  their 
breads. 

The  breafts  of  the  Church  are  the  ordinances  that  are 
there,  for  out  of  them  do  the  Saints  fuck  (weetnefie  and 
fpirituall  nourifhment.  So  thw  are  called  in  7/4.  66.11. 
Thiit  jou  maj  fnck^  andbe  fittisped  with  the  hreafii  ofjcenfU^^ 
tioHi.  Now  certainly  it  is  an  <rril  thing  for  any  thing  that 
is  whcri(li  to  be  upon  the  breafts,  to  be  in  the. ordinances 
of  the  Church,  to  thinke  to  adorne  them  withall'as  whores 
do  their  brea(^.  No,  the  breafts-  are  fo  neare  the  heart  that 
it  is  pitty  any  thing  ftiQuld  be  t^Q  them  but  Chtift  him* 
fdfe  ;  it  is  moft  fit  that  he  fbould  lye  there.  CMttt.  1. 13. 
A  bmndle  of  myrrhe  is  mj  weU^btlaved  nnte  me,  he  Jbai  lye 
sll  night  between  my  bredfit.  Myrrhe  \ve  know  is  t  bitter 
thing,  but  though  Chrift  were  as  a  bundle  of  myrrhe,  and 
brought  many  afSiAionlk  that  addc  bitterneflcto'  the  fldHfi, 
yet  the  Church  would  have  Chrift  lye  between  her  breafts 
and  Hie  would  re  Joyce  in  Chrift,  Chrift  wae  fweet  to  the 
Church  though  with  afHi(^ions,  As  m  tmndle  0fmjrrhe  it 
my  welbeteved.  So  many  faithftdl  Miniflers  of  God  hatK 
been  contented,  "yea  joytutt  to  keep  Ghrift  betwtea  tbdr 
breafts,  and  in  the  Ordinahces>  thcoTh  a8ibbuiidLe'ofriiiyrtfir» 
though  he  hath  brought  feme  afffiftions  to  them,  yet  rather 
then  they  would  en<lure  any  expreifion  of  that  wlkjoh  is 
whorifh  upon  the  brealb  of  the  Chmth,  upon  the  Ordi- 
nances, the  Word  and  Sacramcms^ .  Chr^  jefus  a)  bocMtte 
of  myfthe  betwo^n  thdr  breafts^  hath,  fteeo  deligktfaUrto 
them.  -  -  '■.::*. 

I  find  another  reading  ck  the  words  in  the  Septuagini  Tftinflur 
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tion.  Wiierets  we  retdc  k,  Ln  her  tskt  ^^J  bit  ytb$rf 
Anms  frM^  her  fight f  I  finde  tbtt  they  reiidcSc  u  t  fpeech  of 
God,  iwill  takf  mw^j^  htr  wh^redfims from  mjfseif.  And  Cyril 
letdiD^tbe  words  according  to  the  70.  he  hath  tn  excellent 
mtefrom  thence.    God  (faich  he  }  threatnoth  that  he  will  take 
away  her  whoredomes  from  his  face ;  as  when  a  cnember  of  a 
bodyisib  putrified  that  it  oinQotbecuredbyralvef  andmedi- 
cyneSjit  is  cat  ofliand  fo  the  difcafe  comiheth  to  be  'cured:to  God 
laboateth  tooire  the  people  ofifrael  by  admonitions/oy  exhoita* 
tiorttybythresraii^Syby  f  rpipifes  of  ii^ercy^^  when  all  would  net 
do,tfcch  he  thrcatoetl)  cure  to  them  by  another  wayjtbati?^^^^ 
iagthem  oflFby  the  jiffridn^ ;  I  will  ftnd  an  enemy  againft  them 
anite.ihalltakeihcinQutiof their' owne  land,  and  capy  them 
into  a  fttangclwdtjiod  .tjben  they  (hsill  be  farre  epowgh  from  t hc/f 
calves,  farre  enough  from  7) ^»  and  JJrfAf/,  fol  will  take  th^ir 
whoredomes  from  before  my  fac%-  Thus  many-, pmes  doth  i 
God  take  away,  the  finnes  of  a  people  or  of a.f  articular  perfon' 
frdin  before  his  face.    A5  for  inftance,Thou  druukardj  thou  un* 
deaiiperfon^  jthouh'afl  hcjd  exhortations^  threatnings,  many 
mcidmll  cxi^reflions  froiu  GpdtQdraw  thee  fiom  thy  finnes, 
to  take  thy  finnes  from  thee ;  that  will  not  do  i  Cod  commet  h 
withibsne  noyfbme  vile  difeafe  upon  thy  body  that  thou  (halt 
nothfiabletoaAthyfiiiiSinymorej  and  God  takes  away  the  ad 
cHHtsf  finne  at  leaft  that  way  in  fuch  a  violent  mapner:by  his 
/iidgemeDts  luA  b  fometime  men  and.woi^en  that  have u 
ifat^aiKfwillheproud,  andvaine^  and  make  their  eftates  the 
fbdobthdr  IsA^^whpitbe  word  cannot  takeaway  their  finnes 
and  the  exf  reifions  of  their  wickednefle ,  Gpd  by  fome  vio* 
Iter . judgement  it\^  aw^y  their  eftates,  that  they  (hall  not 
he. able  to  cooiunit  thofe  mv^s  they  did  before  though  ^hcy 
would  never  ia  fame.    This  is  a  dreadfull  taking  a  way, of 
£one.    Yea  when  God  Ihall  come  fo  to  take  away  the 
finoe  of  men  and  women  as  tp  take  away  their  fouls  tggct- 
ther  with  takii^  away  their  finne';  for  fo  it  i;  threatned^ 
M  %j.  8*  Whoi  is  the  b^  ^t^  kjP^^f^x  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^k 
Mwdy  bis  f^nl  ?  Theu  that  wouldcft  not  lufler  the  wor<j|,  tp 
take  aw^  thy  Cmti^r  ttw  muft  exprA  that  God  wijl  take 
itawayanothaway^  e?^n  by  taking  ?iway  ^hy  <bule.  JE^kki 

Hh  a  n.'ap. 
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2 1  iip.  It  kity te  ftid  Dr  fobt&mers  as  theit  GockfaretfncA,' 
7/;^  nW  j^  f#fRirCfaith  tfacText^  v^rnnthmrniiUpUty  fi^ahmm 
m  end.  '  God  wiU  fuflfer  them  to  live  no  Itnger  to  finne  tgaunft 
him :  he  will  ttke  awiy  their  (mnes,  bat  fca?  totafacaws^ 
their  foules,  they  (hall  iiotfirme  any  more  againft  God  in  this 
world.  ' 

Left  Iflrif  her  nakgd^  and  fit  her  aehthctUy  wbereiMfieiMi 
tome.  i 

There  is  much  in  thefe  words,  «nd  becaufe  they^are  fb  cx^ 
ceeding  fatable  unto  us  (God  ftill  bringii^  points  to  Jiand 
fiitable  to  our  times  )  f»  long  as  this  is ,  you  muft  give  me 
liberty  to  in(ift  a  while  upon  them,  and  not  mnne  over  theai 
fe  fitft  as  otherwife  I  would  do.  I  moft  not  flighdy  p$& 
over  thde  troths  thatt  arefo  deady  preiented,«nd  foneadycon* 
ceniing  us. 

Lefilfirifherni^eiy(^e. 

It  feemes  by  this  that  lirael  had  once  been  in  a  veiy  low 
condition  when  (he  was  bofne»  a  very  pittifiiU  eftatc.  Bat 
God  had  put  many  ornaments  upon  her,  and  now  die  threat* 
nefh  to  bring  her  again  into  the  fame  condition,  aodtoftriphcr 
nalfed. 

In  the  ddj  wherein  Jhe  wsi  ieme.    This  I  finde  Interpreters 
do  referre  to  divers  conditions  of  Ilrael  j  but  moft.ceftrre 
it  to  the  time  of  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt  :  that  is . 
called  hdre  by  God ^  the  ^  wherein  Jhi  wm  heme.,  Wfp  | 
muft  inquire  firft  what  was  theconcUtibn  oflfiid'M^r 
ddj  wherein  fie  wjfis  beme.     Secondly  ,    What  ormmaents  j 
God  had  put  upon  her  afterwards  ;  *and  theo  we  (ku^ 
come  to  fee  the  ftrength  ^f  the  thfWt  9  that  God  wtedd  • 
flrif  her  naked  y  and  fit  her  as  in  the  dof  wherein  fiee  vejet 
berne. 

f  ortfae  (irft  two  we  (hdl  not  need  togoe  f  arre»wie  have  them 
fully  and  moft.  elq^antly  (et  out  untousin  E^ekfel  i<L  That 
Chapter  may  be  a  Comment  uponthis^  whatliraelwasintte 
day  wherein  (he  wasborne^  and  what  ornaments  God  had|iut 
uponl^cr.  -' 

In  t3ie  t!hird  verfiy7hmfdith  the  Lord^odtmo^er^lh^m^ 

Tiej  Hrth  and  thj  nativity  m  ^  the  Idnd  ef  .Cemaam ,  :tij 
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Wc  muft  a  little  open  tike  cxpreflions  then,  or  eUc  we  oumot 

thou  wcrt  borne  thou  wcrt  in  this  conditon-  What,  their 
fBXhtxm  Amfriu,  md  thdt  mother  SL.Himfr?Atr4himw3iS 
their  £ithcrjtiui4$'4riii&  their  mother;  why  here  an  Jmork^zni 

Secondly,  beaoife  there  were  other  nations  befidcs  Amarites 
and  ^inattx^here  were  the  Ulmfius  and  tht  Perwtes  •  why  ra- 
ther an  Afmritetxid  Hittite  then  a  Ubnpte  and  FtrvKitt  f  Thcfc 
two  qoeflions  muft  be  aniwcred. 

;  ;Hrft ,  Tfaragh  Abraham  wai .  their  father,  ytt  becaule 
they  wei^  in  fiich  a  difpofition,  fo  like  to  the  Amarites 
and  l^miui^  fo  vite  and  £>  wicked,  now  they  ddferre  not 
to  J»ve  the  honour  of  AknA^ms  being  their  iather,  but  to 
be  called  the  children  of  the  Amorite  and  the  Hittite.  -  As 
i^hm iBoftifit^Octh the  Phkcifees  the  vifn-onsy  the ftrfeniine 
Ar4i^/&th0fethatkf€]iketheifavel  aie  called  the  ChOdrenef 
theDivel^ 

Secondly,    Why  the  Atmrite  and  iJi>W/<r  rather  then 
cfthets  ? 

Forthe  firft,  tht  Amorite  ^bee«a£c  the  Amrite^,  were 
tben^jieifda:  of  thafe  nationadn  OnaMtfaat  were diwen but. 
AU'  tfac:fivc  Were  called  by  the  lUme  wof  Am§riee  :  The 
fimna  ^f  ihe  Amirius  are  net  yetftM.  Secondly  the  Hinke^ 
becaufethevfctmedtabetheieilcft«fthef]lve,atidfbrthat^the^ 
jsmTextofScnpturethatfi^eQietbtemibiibiinacb.    Gem^tn. 

tersefBetb.  Shc4A^ mmihxif$^^ 
(hofe  that  were  now  ^caUed  Jcff>^£dr>.were.o£the(bughtei3of 
ihth:  huA^tiit\iO[yt^\WhMt£o§iimdtm^^ 
smfiffthedmghfersefH^^mhjy  tharewcnr«hcrJwgh# 
ters^bdidcstfafmjbucthofe  wjnv  dbe  ii^ytbdtfareiflieeooe^ 
ly*inefttionethi*eifi.  1 '    ;!v,  o.  t-:!?;.,   .  •  \-,  f  1  .     -»  . 

Hh  3  .  ,       '    _  red 
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thtt  is  fpoktn  of  here)  wetexhcyinr(i  Hta'<:cm<ihton,  as^xthat 
their fai her  was  an  Amorite  zxAxhtvc mother  an  Hiniie.^t  t|»t. 
time?  -  ; 

There  are  two  moft  ufeful  obfcrvations!  that  flow  fiom 
hchOQ,  brfbrewe^proiceed  any  further  in'thc  explication  of  the 
words. 

liracl  though  they  hald  beene  400.  yeerea  in  Egypt  under  grie- 
vous afflidHons,  yet  they  continued  exceeding  abominable  and 
wicked.  The  fire  of  their  afflidions  did  feenie  to  harden  their 
hearts,as  much  as  the  fire  oi-  the  fiiraace  did  harden  the  bricks  .* 
Their  hearts  were  clay  ,foule,  dirty  hearts,  and.wer^hardned^y 
their  afHidioRS. 

And  fecondly,  when  God  came  to  deliver  Ifrael  out  0^ 
Egj'pt,Gi3d  found  them  to  be  in  a  very  wicke  J  conditipn  then; 
t  hen  their  Father  was  an  Am^rite ,  and  theiwawrArr  an  Hittite^ 
then  they  were  thus  vile  when  God  came  to  deliver  tiitfm^ 
in  the  day  wlierein  they  were  borne ,  (  for  their  ddiverano:  is 
their  bijth.) 

Oh  the  freenefle  of  Gods  grace  1  God  xAgx  told  t^m  that 
his  grace  was  hiee,and  faindaedit  waj  if  Jie  footidritlKeii?  thiti 
as  he  did,forfb  you  fliall  finde  ifyou read  thcftory  ot  the  ^cc-. 
pie  of  IfraeU  that  when  God  fent  Mofes  unto  them ,  they.were 
a  very  wicked  and  ftubbom  pecple,evcn  at  that  very  time  when 
God- came  vxifh  his  deliverance.       >   *  t    . 

Ia  us  then  mi  fenp  omr  hearts  aad  iookeiipto  the  bet  gnxk 
of  Godtrve«itbwitdti$.We  arc  vile,.  Wciire  wicked ,.  mcectes^ 
chafttiements  have  hardned  us;  and  }'et  all  this  hindercth  not 
thefreegraceofGodfortbedtdivtMnceotapec^le.  God-hiih 
begun  in  a  way  (^delivcmnce  touS4  ^^  vihsn  did  he  begin  it^ 
Ceitiuiiy  Bngiaad  W:»  hd»er  Ibck^.itvba^  jbornr^&ioeitAi^ 
dclivireliout  of  f^ttudl  -  Egjrpt ,  oat  t£>  the  bondkge  x£  Pe« 
pery^it  was  never,  in  a^  worfe  voninditsdn  then  when  God  ci«1e 
M«filkhis4naiciesoflat<(toiiS£  Then.ifcyeritmight.be  faid 
ofurthai  §mrfmhtrwM4mAmoriUy  Md§mr  mother m  Hittite^ 
ws  were.then  in  ^  tety  hifh  wap.  toiyards  E^ptagaia  whcD 
Godcaire  with  his  free  grace  to  deliver  us.  A^i^dealtwitb  his 
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oFGod  towards  us  an  unwoitliy  peoplir. 

'BvAher^hy  wAngytas  not  cat.  That  isthenpreffion  bow  hee 
was  in  theday  whftein  he  was  borne. ' 

Firft , » '  Thy  NavIU  vai  not  ntt  ,  The  loaf  hfomencfle 
of  thei^  condition  is  fet  out  byr  rhat»  Naturallifts  observe 
that  the  DooriAinssint' that  the  chiMe  hath  hrom  the  mo- 
thermit  is  bnr  the  navill :  as  aitenward  the  childc  fucks  of  the 
breafts  arid  fe  is  battned,but  all  the  while  it  is  in  the  wombe*  it 
isnqurifliedby  a  ftrii^  inthe  navill  that  draws  nouriChment 
from  the  mother.Now  liracl  ieven  when  God  did  delirer  them 
from  Egypt,had  not  their  if^iSftf^,  tkat  is^  theyilid  ev^n  fttU 
fecme,nay,not  ondy  leeme  but  ftill  they  did  draw  their noan(h« 
ment  from  Egypt;  they  did  batten  themfdvcs  and  fuck  oCit  the 
Egyptian  manGers,an<it  coftoihs,  and  fiipeiftitidnis^  axid  in  their 
growthup  they  .did  fecihe.  rather  to.'  luVe  their  nooriOiment 
fnsm  Egypt  rhenftom  God ,  io  God  himfelfe.  chargeh  thtm, 
M^ki  23  •  3.  Nfithfr  left  Jhee  hfrwbord§mfS  tr0mgkt  from  JE- 

Sft^  iaith  the  T«xt,  iier  jmtfiA  wdt  mot  cmt,  ihee  drew, 
ee fucked ftiil the  Egyptian  manners,  ciiftomes,  andfiiper* 
itjtiom;  ••.').!  t    //  /V^','---   .'•. ;  .    ,  .■  ' 

.  Is  it  not  tfaosinpait  withus^Letmealittle  ^eake  ofithik 
by  way  of  alluHon.  at  Itaft*  Isoar  naiaii  cut  to  this  very  day? 
Itis  tnie,Qod  hath  ddivered  is  from  pbjpeiy » fhon  Eg>'pt,  as  he 
-dadl6aelfl^ftildoe  nocwecontiniie  nicking,  drawing  nou- 
rifliment  from  oar :  bid)  fupetibtibus!  'Mfayci^  jof  Pop^  f  we 
tecoK'to  live  flsHiipbntliem^ai^tohave^ooirlieaitsddigb^ 
in  them.  Oh*  how  juft  were  it  with  God  to  come  in  a 
vidlem:  way  «nd  cut  oarnaviy^eiren'bvthofworAlitiia  mcrcie 
^ee  commeah  not  thus  to  tmit^  and  fo  to  take  hAnus  all 
tfaofoifeorf^kankerii^s  tUse  Miff  haveafteshiie  oVd  Egyptian 

Yetagaini,{etiwitisfuch  ahdlaUufiDnpwerJQay  apply  ilto 
thofetiutieemeito.ha»reanevirbirthtorbeeboine:i^^  thefe 
thitfeemeaoiif  tbiimkeVeryfsurirprofeflU  ofJRiligicud^  and 
to  fr>r  fakif  many  evili  IvaVesr.  that  frnrmerly  tMydttKe  delighted 
.  in  tf.bm|9db  thtic  nariULisliotrito  neiditfcf^tiity^doe.ieoict^ 
[  fiickfweefnkflfeifaidbQtttariig  frooi'theirfoaaicrliifts;'  ititmrfi 
I  rffheJhfpt^Unfbnthaaai^ipm$MrMlkt4^ 
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riE^fff  iof^^^^itbeirbelUes.dbrefeD.tl8ivertodiedB&;  '/ 
:  -ilHArni^  thmrpt^kii  i%  xmtrr  This  ^i^  ffXt  fei!thrtlic 
wofidl  condition  of  Ifrael  when  he waii  borne Jw  w«3 not  wtflbf 
ed.  The  inBun  wfafn  itcommethfiiff  into  die  wodd^  coHimeth 
ftofflJbtoudaxid^hJhwfaiohhwis  wrmpcd,  that  (as  P/nh 
riori?  faith)  ii  is  rather  like  a  child  (alleck  then  a  child  borne  t 
fe  bloody  ahd  polluted  it  is^  that/urere  it  not  that  theie 
were  a  mcurali  affedion  ftirrmg  in  parents ,  they  wetdd  even 
loathe  the  fhitt  of  their*  wcflnbe&  It  i$  true,  parettts  may  fee 
that  with  thbit  bodily  eyes,  but  thcceia  more  poUotton  in  dmr 
{Holes ;  they  tre  wrapped  up  in  or^inallfin  and  fikhj^  more 
then  their  bodieK  aie  wrapped  up  in  blood  and  fikh  in  the 
woifibe. 

Thetdbi«Iiifintsarewa{hcd^butr&0«^ia^«9rivi^i^  thoo 
Wtfft  let  jgoe  i  n  thy  filth.  I  bavctead  ofthe  l4icedefflonians,tfaat 
wbm^theinehildftenwerelbome,  they  ufod  to  throw  them  into 
the  river^to  coafbltdate  their  members  and  parts  •f  theirbodies, 
as  they  fay^  to-imkethem  ftrong^  .that  wtisthecoftomeof  thit 
barbfirousp^plci  ^  ' 

Th9H  wuft  cdfi  out  in  the  $f€n  field.  What  is  the  meaBoig^  iof 
cbis:?  We  ca^iidt  undetftaMitfoIly  witissutinddiiimag  W^^ 
the  cuftome  ofthe  people  was  in  thofedmes.  Wefkidin  Hi^ 
ftories  that  thecnftomeof  diYectt  ofthe  Hdsdieai4rhs^whentiicir 
children  werebome^o  obfierve  by  theic  couotenancC)  b^^the  Wt*- 
ktng'<^thpir!niesibers,whethecthey  wer^liketorbevfefallito  tfie 
Commoib*weBdtfaorfxrt$:  tod  tfootl&e  they  likfcw^UiemKwa]!?, 
and  it  they  wcrelike  to  beufifiilltfaey  nqudd&td  ih^m  up*  They 
noc»i(hea*dp  na  other  dhiUreil  bat  tkofc.thacifaey'>udc^  by 
tbeiirxaDdmeMKexir  making,  wotdddoegood  to  tkc  Cdnnmoor 
wbi4riii  Wo  fiikdaltlin>ditteis  HiQbr^  StankiftAAm^tiat 
the  Indians  and  Srachmanes  had  cettaine  Judges  appoiiatedfiir 
that  yjtsf  end$  idwicr'Qffice  Mras^that  whea  any  chTxl  wis  bof ne, 
ti»  jftdgBby  theooantenuoe  aadparts  ofitfae  body  ohthe  chsiii, 
whcitter  itwietoUketoidoc  ai^^  good  in  the  Conmon^wealth, 
^and^ftieithectofirire  ittor.oafbialom^^So'l^  «^is4s  in^his| 
#lftwii^Hi^ifvfttt(U^  ofiiheTiidlaaes;  tfadt  tliQ:er#as  w) 
«ifc{Mfre  I«w  ludraalai^tfacmiii^  w^di^  Tbo'iiiabeoC 
tliemiho^«aft«M4imr€littaa4K^  t^iteibf  ^^i^vml 
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wbri^t6'fa«^thecaftoiliG^imoi^tiiem.  So  CUmnrRmmmm 
teUetlitts>ttetiadeedthe  Jews,  as  a  thing  pecoijar  to  than, 
raioi^  tbmi^children  are  not  caft  out. 

So  that  the  holy  Ghoft  ^ttndeth  tothc  waj^'Of  the  Geiitilet 
and  batttttoos  peopki  and  tdlleth  Kradthat  tfaqr  were  as  a  child 
uAotit^  fiichaoncfasthecocmteftanceand  fieatnre  prauiledtio 
good.  TIhu wertcdfi  nnmpl^neHfaldJboMitthejf iieTer1hi>- 

Sedt^fcafeanyeoodofthee^andifideed  (a$ifGod(haid4&y) 
I  hati  itgtrdM  What  I  faw  in  ]^oui  I  migU 
koenttipon you  too,  there  wal Uttle  hope  of  goodfroai  you, 

'l^^whatfhoc^h  the  child  be  Caft  out  inthefieldj  yet  there 
nay  come  femeby,  accidentally  (as  Phara^bt  cki^ter  did/ 
thatmay  pity  the  cluld,  and  have-compafliononit*  No  (fiti^ 
Godythwwaftnotonely  r^Mr^but  worie  then  fO|  thou  waft 
le&ft  otitf  and  fo  eaft  out  as  «o  ^r  fitytdthn.  You  have  (bmciinies 
t^hftatUsandpoocechitdreo  laid  at  your  doores^  and  kft  theit^ 
Amein  baskets  or  oth^wiyes,  ytt  mrhen  you  <^»en  them  aiKl 
feca  dfuld,  ftd^a  child  weeping,  there  is  fomcpity  injyou^and 
IfbtrlvilLtake  care  fome  way  or  otherthat  it  maybe  fed-  and 
brought  up.  But  faith  God  to  IfiaeU  TpM  werecafi  put  in  tbc§fm 
fM\'4ti^ndfyrfHyedj$m^  that  ia^rdl  the  hcathm  were  againft 
^du^and  others  m  the  land  roTei^ainftyour  the  Egyptians  they 
c^e outtbdeflitttyyovi  you hadthefea  before  you^  and  them 
bfcf&id  you;  none  had  pity  iipon  you.t'his  was  the  conditiMi 
iiirhdeteyou  wttebotne. 

V.N6Wltewhkt,()hiafhentsGod  Mputilpenthni^  They 
'Wetein'afoitf  c6Mition  you  ftewhen  they  were  borne.  But 
inarkejthaifote-'iiaqjpdfi^^  of -E«ri|y#/,  verfe  «.  1  r##^.#*r# 
'^thOod)  4ndmredi9tt9C9V€iUMtrnihth€eyMdth§nke€mm^ 
HAke.  That  is  the^ivay  of  a  pedples^  becommtng  Gods »  ms 
Mrrl^Ji^^r^wiKirxi/wSththtfm.  Tlie  Lord  hath  begun  to  enter 
ihto  ^n^edant^Withus^  and  we  with  him  in  former  ffHfidti- 
i^^/3  andifiinyfktthet  CoVfenantbiddingusmoreftriftly  toGbd 
t>e  tdidted  to  us,  know  that  Gdd  in  this  deals  with  us  as  he 


pleaied 

Covenant  with  uSs  and  give  all  the  people  of  the  Land 

I  i  heartt 


Digitized  by* 


J41 '  j  An  Exf^fkhn  0f 

Chap.  2 


hetrtst^  comedofertdtheCovenant^  to  renew  thdr  Core^ 
nant  with  lum  y  and  that  to  more  pnrpofe  then  in  locmec  Cove- 
nants,  iThe  Lord  yet  will  own  us.  The  Covenant  ofGod  was 
the  foondiltion  or  all  the  mercic  the  people  df  I'frael  had 
from  God»  and  we  arc  to  look  upon  it  as  the  foundation 
of  our  mercy ;  andthereforea^iothepreferice  oiGod  willing- 
ly and  cheerhiUy  to  renew  it  with  him. 

^er  Goda  taking  this  people  to  himfelfe  as  his  own,  it 
followeSj  t^^«  II.  12.  Idtckfd  thee  alfo  with  ernaments^Mmd 
JfUt  bracelets  Upon  thine  hands ^  and  a  chditte  en  thine  necfy; 
\4ndiP^t,  ^Jewell onthjferehead/tnd  earthings  in  thine  emres^ 
nndd  ienmlftsU  crown  men  thine  head.  Thtu  wn/l  them  decked 
Tpithfoidnmdllver,  nndthyraymsntoffnelinneny  MmdJUkeand 
trojaeredperke/atdthj  renown  'went  forth  amongthe heathen  fir 
thy  heantj.  Thus  God  did  with  the  people  ot  lirael^  he  had 
added  to  what  they  had  when  they  were  borne.  Miferablc 
they  were  when  they  were  borne  rout  the  piercies  of  God  to- 
ward them  are  thus  let  out.  And  now  he  commeih  to  threaten 
that  he  will  (trip  them  naked  and  fet  them  as  in  the  day  where* 
ill  they  wtrc  borne. 

Vet  farther  for  the  openii^  of  this,  we  mafVknaw  that  it  was 
the  ciiftomc  among  the  Jews,  when  any  inanyedj  what 
they  brought  to  their  husbands,  smd  their  dowry  was  written 
down  in  a  table :  and  if  Iftcrward  he  fliould  divorce  his  wife, 
except  there  Couldi>e  proved  fomegrofle  and  vile  thing  i^;ainft 
the\v<naan,thoishnie Ihouldgoawayt  y^  fiie  waitogiMa- 
way  with  her  Table,  with  her  dowry  and  whatihebrought, 
fliiemufl:  not  go  away  naked.  But  if  there  could  be  proved 
fbiae  notorious  viiany  that  flie  had  conftiitted,  then  (he  was 
bmtyj^y SineTatuits^  naked  jyithout  thofe tames  wherinhcr 
dowry  and  other  thingi  Wei;e  written,  and  ddflitute  of  all  tilings, 
as  bein^  unworthy  of  themsbccaufeflie  had  played  the  harlot. 
Tlius  God  threatncth  thisipeople.  S^e  is  not  mj  wife^ but  tii^ffe 
Jhe  put  awajherwhoredomesfrom  before  herface^and  her  adttiteri^ 
from  between  her  breafisjwiJlfirijhernakedasin  theday  wherein 
fie  was  borne,  Shee  (hall  be  ient  away  without  any  u\Ats^ 
naked  and  wholly  deftit  ute.  And  thus  you  have  the  opening  of 
the  words. 

^  "       *  ^  ^  The 
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The  cbfervations  follow. 

Thefirftis>  The  beginiungs  of  great  excellencies  trefomc- 
timcB  very  low  tnd  mcanc  This  plainly  rifcth  up  from  the 
oj>po{ition  of  her.condition  when  (he  was  borne,  and  what  (he 
had  gotten  frooiCod  z&crwttdylwilfftrif  thee  fUkgddndJet  thee 
m  in  the  Jay  wherein  then  were  borne.  Therefore  it  is  cleare  (he 
wa»  borne  in  a  vcqr  mean  condition,  and  gotten  up  to  a  very 
excellent  cendition>  thot^  now  they  be  high  aiid  glorious,  yet 
once  they,  were  TCty  low  and  sieane*  Cod  many  times  raues 
up  golden  pillars  upon  leaden  Bafes,&  the  moft  glorious  works 
c^God  have  had  the  loweft  begimuti^s.This  beautiftill  frame  of 
heaven  and  earth  was  railed  out  of  aChaosof  confufionand 
darknefle. 

This  is  true,  perfbnally,  or  nationally »  and  that  in  r^rd  of 
outward  conditions  or  fpirituall*  '    . 

How  p«oit|  andlow>  and  meane:,  have  oumy  of  your  begins 
ningsbeeneeyepin  the  world  i  who  could  everKave  thoi^ht 
thatfiich  low  bc^;innings  could  have  beene  raiied  unto  luch 
high  tilings  as  fome  of  you  have  beene  rai(ed  unto  in  the  world  i 
It  was  notlot^fu]pe  when  you  came  hither  to  thisCity^"  which 
may  belaid  to  oe  the  day  wherein  you  were  borne  for  your  civil 
eftate,  thoi^h  hot  for  your  daturall)  you  were  low  ehough, 
meane  enoi^^ou  had  but  little  to  begin  withaU;you  came  m* 

Itisfbmetifiiesfb  likcwifcinregBrdof  the  fpirituall  eftate^ 
You  may  remember  notlong  (iqce » x^  what  darknede  and  con- 
fu(]on  was  there  2a  your  muKies  and  hearts;  what  poore,  low, 
jqd  floaaae  thot]g|hts  had  y ou  of  Go(}  and  the  thing^ 
doine,MHi4tnnmoryfpirit|,when,at  firft  God  was  pleafedto 
worike  upon  ycm  ?.  Oh  wM  a  poore  cppdition  were ;  you  in 
tbeohhoog^voiihad  (boie  light  put  into  you,  yet  you  were  aaf 
a  childeflewDohie  wrapped  up  in  filth  wdbl^^  many  noy- 
&me  diftempers  a«d  boifterou$  lufts  there  were  in  your  hearts, 
as  it  is  u&aiX  with  new  converts ,  like  a  fire  newly  .kixKlled 
lirfaeiethereis  a-gieeat  dcalc  of  {mother  and  fmoke  that  after* 
wardweamh  away*  ButnoW  behold  the  ihining  of  Gods 
fiioe  upon  ywcfooteSi^the.abiUties  that  G  hath  given  you 
toknowfeliamiiideaDddo^hiswilll  ohthe  blefftdcommunl- 
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on  that  yoa  have  with  Ged^andtffofifwkUfigofthtii  4iviiie  nt«- 
^tutcl  the  ^ory  atid  beauty  of  the  dinne  nMve  is  got  i^bu 

yoa.  .     • 

SofbrNatibnSiWewiUnotgoeiufthertheDoirowm  Ifew 
i  low  and  meane  were  We  ^  tl^  &6ct  we  were  ttnoft  nidesltar- 
I  barous^  and  AVag^  jMBOi^e,  almoft  a^liTediipon  tbeeaitlu  Mt^ 
f^n/fnd their  name  from  hence ,  in'theold  Brkimne  lai^iaBl^ 
^m£figni6etli  J/nir^c#/0i^«al^beaiufethofe  that  lived  h^^.  in 
(leadof  bnlTedothea,  as  ywhaves  they  with;  woade  beihm- 
red  their  bod!)(s  with  ble\V^ey  wereirtei  theiiO^Ued  Mrk» 
Uins'Jm  [[  tMnid  3  wasadd^as^ic  is  ufiiali  iriothfio  LaagtHh* 
ges  for  the  %uJfic*tion  ef  fUck  a  Regbn  or  Cdknit^j^  uMsmi- 
ritMnUJLufitMid^AqmtmiiA^icc.  fo  xhkXBrittMui  is  as  vwAm 
to(xy^TbeRtgiamtfthebl0mcU9mriAfnpU^  focattedbMNife 
they  were  thus  painted  .*  The  beft:  foodethat  they  wrtt  WOM 
to  eate  (HiftorianV  t^  as)  was  barkes  df  tKerftad  tM^. 
H^tinfbedlii  h!s  Ghionide  layeS  tbare were  ol^  mm  dM  hte 
knew  who  told  dftijoaesiii  BngIaiid,thatifdiegood*iiDinthe 
hottle  had  a  mattefes  or  flbd^bid,  and  a  fiick  of  chatfe  tottft  Ifiis 
he^d  on,he  thought  hMetfe  iS  wdl  lodged^as  theXord  0f the 
towne«fbr  ordina»il^  th^  by  xxpcm  ftraw  peUefs^odvcfat  with 
eanvacejanil^rQpndlM  undetthair  heads  infteadoFa  \^tiSbet^ 
thqr faid  ptlowi  wZfTe^moMly  for  woaiea  in  cUMbod^  Wia 
a  good  farmers  honfe  it  Witrteetofindefeure  pieces orjMwtat^ 
andttWasacc(Mmedk'|MK  iMtter  thttafumereould  flvw 
fyt  (hxHing^of  i  nofele  mifiYtf  togiether; 

And  Cmd^ixi  Hi  Brskms  tAtf  oTAileibmy  a  Tawnein 
fittckiAghanrfbh^^,t&af  eba'e.was  te  itsMinnqorof  tlsJKii^ 
tod  tfie  coftditibiy^oni  hdtdin^eWtin  tandt there,  was,tMt 
tkcmif&ihtfiihASiitif^^  fihdeilnw  fbrlitttoiw 

fhe]%s^^ifirb^h^dil]^^   And  J£^4M^%m  SetaMb 
before  KitttiT^  tm^'fiKytike^^^ 

htlpitMytbt  his  podre  he]^hb6iift,Mdfocnds  borfe  feraKe 
iCittg^rerviee^brofikifcirtm  uj^at  I6»ftif^^ 
^h  five  JMtold  iof  tHy^ 
this  Vidsihe '^rii  iiha^ei^^^ 

-     -,:.  J^.J '        _  _       live>  1 
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chitdrMjWdtlM  pa^c^w«net^aod  tbc  ihi^ 
wescfiilQWS  wreathed  togetttfc^and  boug()#:twi(U)d»aiKl  Qovo- 
Fodvpvth  the  hides  of  b«dU»  and  the  wiyetthqr  had  were  ^Om* 
mdA  to^alltluir  brethren  and  ptceiits.  As  for  thqir  iUUgiiHii 
tItfVotileredto  tl)f  deviliinans  Qdh,  they  wor&ipped  i<fM^» 
and  IfffitfTyZni  Dikna.  And  GilJdU  one  of  the  ancienteft  Hifto«- 
riao^  tiM  ftHtiUB  the  canditions  of  thofe  Brkiifi^^^c^  hee 
fayes  the  Idols  thfsv  iAd  were  fiich^  borribk^  deviliihj  mooftroua 
things  that  chey^did€vena¥f]x:DiaethtE^i:itiaaI(iQ]5id^^ 
ber ;  aadne  ptople.hadiibimany  lKlcd-^0^9  wdfotmMftraw  at 
the  Egyptians,  andyet  theie  went  ^yond  them«  So  faitbhe. 

Afi^:wacd»  no  people  in  the  world  jaore  sent  a»id  torn  wiih 
Civdwafsthcq£ngjbind  bath  been.  And  in  the  timea  when 
¥oMry  wasih^c  pnnftft  and  ^aUiihtioh  the  bondase  we  were 
iHidMthaiil  oatwat^dfud^intuaUboqdage.  Our  bodie6»  our 
iooler,  our  eft^tesiCjur  conficiences  were  in  ottfrable  thmkiome4 

Itiithembftfia^did^niiireiaUeflaverythat  it  iapo0iblefor  a 
tatbnallcreatttce to  beunder,  not  ooely  to  be  bound  to  praftice> 
but  tobe  bcAind  to  beieeve  for  Inith  the  diAaCes  and  determina- 
Uons.of  m^Qj  yea  apd  that  upon  paine  (^etermll  damnation^ 
tebdMve  what  they  fiiy,,  as  the  Articles  oF  Faith  upon  which 
SaWionorDaflsmaiiopdcgpends,  for  Cpniidence  to  be  under 
thoBSi  (o  as  I  muft  n^  ^ueftion  or  ktiXfUt  any  tjbing;  if  s^iy  man 
that  is  a  rationall  creature  ihoidd  thsw  there  is,  i|py  £idi  dir 
ftanMb<lvrcKnniai>  and  HiaUt  he  debaihh  his»61&  boicath  a 
floto^aadadirancclh  the  other  above  a  man.  Better  it  ktobeia 
flav^.COSf]othertQfer«pe,  kennels»  then  to  be  inihi&flairefy. 
And  to  have  the  S<iri|ttDrf  s  keptfrom  us,  the  Epiftk^hat  God 
^tkiim(v0m^veipi  toiis^  Wt'  enligbt^tos  ihe>wkld, 

r^;ff9iiM^  life> 

thisjs  wocfe  boafagpstten  >pbe^iaiftcdupi<oidaiHhoto:aM  tkt 
davcf  €f^  ^vasi  t^  havcnowdSoaneet  bbt  jaoQcnrdiji^iiQ  ihr 
h&andlMiniqflrSof ?«tk»)^  grtUt  a  flsYOty  'is  this  il  The 
iMi»fsftiniOt>rtteJMi^^  tteiviUft 

c«vQrs>;4ifliiibepf;flMJa^^ 

(iE^t4jtpi8leliff^  \Wa9fiftthis  jarUw 

IcfndJKiPMlnftltoayil^^^  ^d  wylktre 


uiyiiiMb^^iyi"' 
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if  but  Xuch  as  wert  fltves  to  their  o«irhe  lufts? 

But  now  vfh^i  otxiiments  hath  God  put  u^on  uis  1  No  Nation 
under  heaven  more  renowned  then  we  have  oecn,  out  renown 
hach'gone  thorough  the  earth.  England^O  A^^H  q^dfi  Angeli^ 
and  AlhioH^  troth  our  bappidefle,  wee  fee  now  (by  eur 
ielves j  that  gloriotts  excellencies  hai^e  many  tinbes  low  begin-^ 
ings;      • 

A  fecondobfcrvation  hente  is,when  wc  have  any  excellency, 
any  beauty  upon  us,  it  is  t3ods  mercy  that  is  all  our  beauty.  1 
rifj4H  makfd  ^ndfitym  tu  in  tht  day  wberinyu  were  b^rn, 


WSi 


IfyoahayMny  excellency  ^t  is  my  mercie.  Obdsmercieisa 
peoples  beautv  and  glory.  We  have  noting  belonging  to  us 
bat  fliame^na  confufion^but'mifery  ^'f  we  have  any  ornaments^ 
it  is  mercy,  free  merq^  t  therefore  in  the  i4*vrr.of  that  i6. 
£^ek^  ThoHwert ferfett  in  ieataie,  Ho\V  ?  throHfh  my  comilines 
wbiih  Ihadfut  Hfonthi^^  finth^hi  I^irAi  Lit 'God  ^e  away 
but  his  mercie, we  are  quickly  left  naked,and  poo^e,  and  mifera- 
ble;  like  the  ra^ed  walls*  in  the  Court  when  the  King  goeth 
away,  and  all  the  rich  hangings  are  taken  down,  what  a  difie- 
f  ence  is  there  in  their  look  from  what  was  formerly  ?  the  beftiity 
oFthe  walls  were  the  hangings  when  the  King  was  thetr.  Sd 
if  we  have  any  thing  that  makes  us  beautiful!,  they  are  the  liang- 
ingschat  God  hath  put  upon  us ;  bis  fncreies'  are  thofe  hangings 
ofgold,and^ver,andneiedle-work,  andwlien  they  are  gone, 
wcare^oc»B,andra^ed,andmife»ble.'-  *^ 
'   Thirdly,  Z^/:il)?riVA^^A^^(:^t..»dod  be&rethat 

flae  vtMnot  his  i^,ftie  was  guUty  rf  whbreddm^,  yet  k  feems 
ftie  vr^Gotyetjfrippedndked'^  the  was  yet  left  with  Gods^- 
name/Its  opon  her^notwlthftandiug  her  whoredome.  •  ^ 

Hencetfae  thicd  Obfervation  is, :  Thot^b  (kincrs4tfei^€|reae 
evils,iobe.&ipped  of aUitemfotvs,  y^t  G^ 
ipenctecdntihaeeh  tliMialongtiMe.  ^^Tt^e^'f^ 
full  threatnings^^nd  yet retaine  ttaaxf  conufort* ;  yet  the  truth 
i^,it  Jspoinblefbrabeopktobe(iaO:  <>f  fromG^  asid  yet  to 
continuefera  wliiiemoutward«r4^t9tyi  IThettti^thatiseut 
uptiytheraotSijmmay  ha^themv^^q^f^^  ^Smi 

wko  wasr^fted'ot  G^,jSMm4t^.t%4^4lhkf^m  '{^^fk 
reade  the  Sttiry  yotf  ihaU  i)sid0^h>lbtG<Ki  Aft 
■ , '^  '^  ^^^  prrtjpcr 
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pnxfper  exceedingly  in  overcomming  the  FMiJHms  «nd  the 

Fourthly.  The  mercies  that  GqX  be|Iow^h  i^ntNation« 
the  ornaments  thtt  Go4  puttethupon  a  peeple'that  are  but  com- 
mon faT0urs,fi»t  ij^iripiaU  gr<icc^,  they  lire  iuch  ts  a  people  niiy 
be  ftripped  of.  oteat  mercies  that  a  people  have,  they  may 
ivhoUy  leoie.  Here  Jl  thediifertnce  between  tnie  fpidtuall  gr»- 
cet^whereby Jesus  Chkist  cfoth adprne his ^Hwfc^wnen 
Cfarift^  not  onely  takes  in  an  Qut.ward  way  a  peopleto  him&lf* 
butmarryes  theix^tphimfclfiri  a  ipiritui^  w^y»  hedecketlithe 
foui  With  fiicfa  ornamcntSjbeftoweth  fucb  meiydes  upon  them,as 
fliall  never  betaken  away.  Such  a  fode  hatfi  no  caufe  to  Feare 
that  ever  it  can  be  ftripped  as  in  the  day  wherein  it  was  bornc^ 
you  need  not  feare  that  youfliall  ever  lofe  the  jewels  givenyou 
,  at  that  qiarriage  day.  It  is  true»  common  graces  and  gifts  you 
may  lieftriptof  and  made  naked ;  as  It  is  ufuall  in  many  pro«- 
fdTors  that  have  not  truth  at  heart,  yet  have  excellent  gifrs^  as 
ofprayeraddthelHce»  but  afterward  they  prove  naught,  God 
takes  away  tli^irgifts  ftom  them^  they  hav^  not  that  gi^  of 
prayer  they  were  wont  to  have,  though  they  have  excdlerit 
word^^etaman  may  perceive  a  AiufBing  in  them^andfuchan 
unfavormes  mixed  with  their  gifts,  that  it  breeds  loathing  in 
others  to  joyne  vnth  them.  As  when  the  King;  goetha way 
from  his  Palace,  the  hangings  afe  taken  down  ;i^  when  God" 
departethifroma  foulefasfromfiichhe  may^  then  their  hang- 
ji%s,  thofe  txcellent  gifts  are  taken  from  them..  But  thole 
^s  that  are  fpiritualT  they  are  never  ftripped  of  them.  We 
read  jn  £»i^.4^«  1 7.  when^  -^f'VXf  w^ifr/  to  hisfervants^  thn 
wert  ioret9$me  /#  htm  4£aihe at  th^jeere  of  Jj^bileCj  bnt y^hen  it 
.g0Vcth€mtohisf§Hn0s^hejyi^eto  h  their  ipAeritMnct.  .There 
are  many  tha;  are  outwardly  id  the  Church'Gods  fervants,  they 
have  many  gifts^  but  God  wiUtake  then)  away  andftcip  thein 
nakef  of  di^  gifts:but then  there  are  his  children^thev  (hal  have 
then:  gifts  as  an  inheritance  br  everii.  It  is  trucy  God  may  fta}{ 
a  wiiife,  as  when  theKing  is  gone  ftom  Courts  if  there  beapy 
thought  pfhi^  return  again  the  hangings  doe  continue^  tastlf'the 
mediae  comej  the  King  will  not  be  here  this  twelve  monetKs; 
cralongtimei  eritmay  benever?ny.m6re^  then  the  harug^r^ 
•-  • '-    ^' are 


<di$^t^^^tim^ 


ftay  t  whQe»yet  diey  will  vanifti  ftclall:. 
'  TiteftRhtMcrVAtidn.  OontinaAKSeinfinne,  andeipcciaUy 
EKe(innr6frpirituaU^oifedtftfc,  ii  that  wtiiich^  Will  ftnp  •M(»- 
tfotifirti'ThillAteirncellcMies;  Irom^U  tfadr«ornafiicnts<ind 
beabty ;  ^e  cohttmxalnce  in  diat  finne-eipecially ;  for  Jo  the 
lv'0rd$  itiiply.  Let  berfnt  a^Mjher  aJmlt^iet  fr0m  htw^mher 
bHdp^NfiJfirivht^thiksdy&cili^t  toAt^tf  thus,€erudoefy 
naked  &ee  (haU  be.  This  alwtyes  bridgsl  naktidndSemttJton-. 
01%,  but  if  contihueci  in^  effe^nally,  it  ttiakfftkrm: 
tiakcd.  -E*?^</.3i.^5.YoutBayfeethtfcwhatfl[iadctIic people: 
tiaRed  at  that  time^tbeText  faith,  that  iftir^  had  mMde  tbefe§fte\ 
fMkfd;AM]sy  itf^M  bf  confenting  to  the  people  to  mike  the; 
CiafeKadiliadelhepeodlenaked:^^^  ihat is dtfftitifteiiowl 
bfGods  gratiouyj^jroteclion,' deprived  of  thofe  fkvottrs  ftom 
T36d  that tormeiiy  thgr  had.  AndasthePrieft  had  made  them 
rtakedjftyoumiiy  findeitin  2  CAr#».28.ip;riiattfceTCiiigmadc 
thbm  naked  too.  The  Ltnrd  hvMghtl$UUhh0e,  kee^e  efA* 
ka:t  Kinr  oflfroil^  for  he  muk  li^  nakeddi$dtfM9if^Jpklfite 
againft  the  Lord.  He  made  Jttdah  nakgdyth^  is  by  toantMaiidiig 
laolatiy,by  fyding'vrkhthcfethatiw^treldblat^iev^ 
Judahnaked  atiehattime. 

Here  we  may  fee  Whathey  are  that  arc  l!!te  to  ftripte/lfiVW 
God  (hould  coineto  flripus*  We  haveteknytmctorilfttieMil 
fee  falte  bartfae&s  of  all  the  mifeties  and  titxibies  th^t  cqme^d 
thetiatidn ;  they  try  out  t)refetitly;of  the!Puritans;^,and*f  cfthets 
that  they  fiy  are  f a^iiouk  and  feditldb^  fbirits^  afldiuibttlent,^  add 
all  muft  be  laid  iipon  them.  Certaiiuy  wht)fi)evcr  iiattt  ejfte 
in  hish'ead  may  esiiy  fee  Wfio  makes  us  thus'  hdk^is  \ir^^» 
•^aridlfWebetoade  inorc  nkk^l,  ^vfeiWiB  be'ttii'tiilfetjPlIll? 
^tKofcthatftiridagainftthe  wdy6ftefitfma^^  thoftthatH**!! 
teefci(hdt>iVh<)ifafeities  in  their C^t,  and  thdr  adulteries -lie- 
tWe^rfthdr  breafts,  thofe  that  will  not  be  wfllihg  that  the 
Church  (Houldbeptttged  &om  that  filth  and  whdtHh  attiicthiit 
'^iilAth }  thefe  are  they  that  niakeus  naked.  W^  reade  in  LatnAn 
'1:14-  ThjProfhets  bdvifieMv^ntfdHifooifMhifiirfat^^ 
'dHi'theyhd'bernoi  diftoij)trtd  ihineiniqmtjto  "tt&ntthpdjthjlip^ 
tivkjllrnehabifitHfortbeifatftbtirtbcns,  ahdcMeefts^fididJb- 
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99l^^    Mai^^  It^J^hc  Prpnkefs  hdvefcfiM^  vanft  dudfaalifi  ibiofs^     Led.  ^ 
thffi  id%^  mtdifc^vimt^bme  im^$j^  tJiejr  Jsive  not  dcdlt  pJUm^ 
1^  wijbh  t;by  po^ple^  neither  bave  tbey  told  tbem  tbercaion  of 
Xhkvc^4ftivi$^^  but  tiiey  ii^t/r  yifsr  /^r  thorn  fslfebmrtben:  and 
C4fiftf  ofkamfimim.   Tjie  Prophets  fay  it  i$  a  oompAny  of  thefe 
prCfjf^lWHl  ftri/lonci/Wtwillnot  be  obedient  toatithority^and 
lyiUnQtid^wliat  iscpflWandcd  in  fuch  and  fuch  things,  and 
{whPJ^  (toe  were  w^ytea  of  corruption  in  Gods  wor(hip)  tbey 
WmM  qpt  iiibmitto  ii4ch  and  fiich  orders*   The  Prophets  lay 
the  t^Sff^  uipon  theaijlmt  thy  fie  falfi  kMrthfns^  ftith  the  Text, 
^  f^ljff  ca^€4  $f  hanifiment.    Wee  hav£  inany  fuch  Prophets 
amongft  uswho  (ee  falie  burthens  and  caufes  of  banifhment* 
ai>d  t^cy  CFy  out  of  thpfe  that  certainly  are  the  cauifes  of 
^  pe^CP  a^d  of  the  good  of  the  kingdom.    Tertm/lian  tells  us 
t^Ai^t^gPrimitivetinies,  if  theyhad  but  anyillweathery  or 
af9  tip«|b|f  ft  9)ly  they  would  ciy  out  of  the  Chriftians  as  the 
c^sfeqfity^x^  presently  the  voice  vjiSjjidU^nes^lct  the  Chrifti- 
f^wn^  \^  dJ[/i@g!^i  to  the  Lions^  and  devoured  by  the  lions; 
if  %tfh  \>K0  (o  imongft    us.     But  may  we  not  anfwec 
a|  £iijnk  asplwered  Ahal^,  when  Abab  told  him  that  he  was  the 
QQ^P  |tW(rpi|ble4  Iirael,/i&4^<  net  troutUdlfrdil^knt  it  is  th0H& 
tbj  f/^tb^i  h^ttfep    May  we  npt  well  fty  to  them  as  lehu  to  ir- 
4m-4i»  wl^o  he  a^iked  him  whether  there  was  peace^  fvhat  fcMcg 
fi^hng  4f  th^  wb$rd^mcs  efthj  wither  Ifzebcl  d»d  her  witch^ 
C9:0fis0refy  manjf  Thote  that  have  beene  popifh,  certainly. 
tl^h^yc^af)^cvcd  us  of  being  ftripped  of  all.  Who  were 
tj^.CwTeP^  of  thf  iirft  difttirbances  amongft  us ,  even  of  all  the 
9(^c^cut49a;ih(;i;e  of  Gods  Sai^it^^  ^nd  or  all  the  difcontent  a« 
9\9Pg^hcpec»p]ie?whpV^th|ey  that  perfwaded  the  brii^ing 
ip^^afi  Aii^iUary  W^  o(  scvv^^W^ot? wbq  werethe  cauk  of 
]jij[ingiiA(4»thj|pgAu^                 tM  they  could  notbeare? 
W^ft  ]KW  tl}€««»fW9f  t^?.^r«iWie*ia  ScotlanAand  fending  of 
f^ofAfl^  ^tl)q  ^  of  ftipetft^tipusvwuUes^wasit  not  that  Prcla- 
tic^  %ftion.  ^  who  are  tMc^  that  hinder  the  Reformatio 
pn^t^thji  day  PCert^iply^if  it  yj^cfi^  9%  apparent  that  they  that  are> 
caUi^.PiV^i^a^f  J^4i?^(?)  t|ie  ca^jTe  of  fuch  chprge  to  theKingdom: 
^  di'^Wl^V^^o  t^  Staf;e  as  thi;  Prelatlcall  f  ac^tionhathbecn^^  it 
l|jld|i?^n^i!K9S^t%^0i;  themtp  gpe  in  the  (Irenes  but  they 
Kk would  1 
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woald  have  becheftoned  to  death.  I  fpeakeoot  this  asthoagh 
weftioulddoctheUkej  butKpeakeitto  (hew  what  the  vim- 
lend  •  of  their  fpirits  would  have  beene  to  them  it  it  had  bcenc 
apparent  that  they  had  beene  fach  charge  to  the  Kingdome  , 
and  fuch  difturbers  of  the  State.  The  truth  is,  wee  may 
charge  our  Papifts,  aid  charge  others  that  are  of  that  way 
(ancfwe  know  who  arc  next  to  themj  we  may  r/ell  charge 
them  as  the  cau(e  of  ftripping  of  us  naked  as  we  haveb^ent 
It  is  cleere  enough ,  .thole  that  put  not  away  their  whor- 
domes  from  them,  but  continue  ftill  fuperftitious  and  Ido- 
laters, they  are  they  that  indanger  a  people  to  be  ftripped 
naked.  .    ^ 

Afixthobfervation  that  prefents  it  f.lfe  fully  and  cleerely 
without  any  the  Icaft  ft ratning,ts  ,That  it  is  time  for  people  dien 
to  pleade,when  there  is  danger  of  defolation.  Plead  with  jmr 
mother^  fleaJ;  why  fo?  why  (hould  we  not  be  qaittfLeJUfirif 
her  ndkfd  and  jet  her  as  in  the  day  wherein  fhee  was  herne^  What, 
you  arc  in  fuch  a  condition  as  you  are  in  danger  to  bee  ftripped 
naked  and  to  be  left  dcfolate  as  a  wildernejfe  (zs  it  followctn  in 
the  Text)  Isitnottimethentopleade?  Oh  bleadc  with  God, 
and  plead  with  t hofc  that  are  in  aurhority,and  plead  one  with  a- 
nother,and  plesd  with  all.ftirre  up  your  felves  and  doc  what; 
you  can;let  there  be  no  fluggifti  fpirit,no  neutralizing (jpirit.  It  is 
no  time  for  any  to  be  newters  now.  It  is  time  now  for  all  to 
come  and  plrad,not{b  much  time  now  to  difputeof  things,  Init 
time  now  for  every  one  to  ftand,  and  appeare,  and  plead,  not 
oncly  verbally,but  other  wife  as  God  calls  them  to  it.  Lmkf  3.9. 
When  John  faith ,  The  axe  is  laid  to  the  reete  pfthe  tree  ,  what 
tber?  then  every  one  commeth  nndtiithwhat/baBwedoe}  vou 
(faith  he  to  fope)  that  have  two  coxites  imfort  to  him  that  bath 
none :  and  to  the  fis/ldiers  whenthey  fay  what  Jbaiwedoei  doe 
joH  no  violence  to  any  man^  and  be  content  withjoser  wages MaxV^ 
wh^n  the  axe  is  laid  to  the  roote  ofthejree^  every  one  then  Comes 
in  and  faith  whatJbaUwe  doc  ?  You  that  are  women  and  inferi» 
our,doe  you  pray , and  cry,and  further  your  husbands  in  all  good, 
be  not  you  backward,  doe  not  you  draw  them  away  when  they 
Would  he  liberall  and  forward,  and  adventure  themfelveSf  tho- 
rough your  niceneflfe  and  daintinefTe.  And  you  that  arc  menof 
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^ftatet,  if  youaske  what  you  Qiould  doc  ?  It  is  apparent,  Ht  that 
hdfhtwo  f9dts  let  him  impart  to  him  fh^P  hath  Hsne^ht  willing  to 
part  with  much  of  your  eftates  in  fuch  a  caufc  as  this.  And  fo 
ibuldiers,  if  you  aske  what  you  fliould  doe  j  behave  your  felves 
fo  an  you  may  convince  other5)0jf4rr  »#  violence ,  tut  according 
to  an  orderly  way,  and  be  content  with  jour  wages ,  perhaps  it 
may  not  come  info  fully  afterwards  >  yetletitappeare  that  it  is 
the  cauie  that  ftrer^heneth  you  rather  then  vour  wages.  Thus 
evetyoncfliould  be  of  an  inquiring  (pirit  ir^rii  the  Axe  is  laid 
totheroote  of  the  tree.  When  we  arc  in  dai^er  to  bee  ftrip- 
pedof  aU,.it  is  not  time  thentoftand  about  curioiities  andni- 
cetief« 

Seventhly*  Lefi  1  ftrifhernakgd,  &C.  I  have  fcnt  my  Pro- 
phetsalready  be^re^andthcy  haveoflS^-ed  mercie  and  denoun- 
ced threatnit^  .-*  weU,\  I  will  Qdyr  come  azx)ther  way ,  /  vAA 
fhip  her  naked  ^  &c.  The  obfervation^is*.  That  fhofe  that 
will  npt  be  convinced  by  the  word  J  God  hath  other  meanes 
to  convince  them ,  he  hath  other  wayes  tben  the  word ;  if  the 
word  will  not  convince  thcm>pleading  will  not  doe  it  it  feeips, 
and  convincing  arguments  will  not  doe  it,  well  then,  ftripping 
naked  (hall  doe  it ;  As  the  exprefllon  isufaall  in  the  Script«re, 
Thenyonjhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  rvhen  1  doe  thne  andthm. 
Asyouufe  todoe  with  tMethat  are  of  a  fleepy  difpofition^  if 
ypucallup  a  fervant  that  is  fluggifli  and  fleepy » he  anfwereth 
AnonyOXii  then  hllsdown  and  ileeps  again,  you  call  him  again, 
and  he  anfwers  and  then  fleeps  ag^n,at  length  you  come  uj)  and 
pull  the  clothes  off  him  and  leave  him  naked  i  and  that  will  a- 
wake  him.  SoGod^  he  calls  upon  them  to  leave  their  %yhore« 
domei  and  Idolatrics,and  to  repent,he  threatneth,  and  he  offers 
meiicie^ndtheyieemealittleto  awake,  buttoit  ajgain.  Wei, 
fiiith  God,I  wiU  come  amyther  way,and  ftrip  you  uaked,and  that 
will  doe  it. 

Eighthly,^  Lefilfirif  her  nakfd^anJfei  her  ae  in  the  day 
wherein  Jhee  was  borne.  Left  I  doe  it.  Whatfbever  the  meanes  bee 
of  ftripping  a  Nation  naked ,  it  is  God  that  doth  it.  It  is 
God  that  giveS|«id  k  is  God  that  takes  away.  But  let  that 
pafle. 
9.  Itiaagievoos  Jud^eoient  for  one  thatis  advanced  from 
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a  low  degree  to  tn  high  to  be  brought  thithw  again.  Lefi  1 
firifhernakidMdfet.herm  in  the  dtj^'t^hnHnr  jhee^mhrhvirne'. 
Thusi^^aggravateth  his  mifery.  Yeutitte itinthe^piMd  ^ 
Chapters  of  M,  The^^wMerfG^dfemedufP^mj^kiyU 
tdmj  fiefs  in  bmttTyttnd  thenxijMfndmtmf  Sive/s  ^f^jte'y  fky 
glory  wasfrf/h  in  me,  nnd  m/  ^#*r  mnfnnetPML  in  my  hnndy  &c\ 
But ncw(f3ithke)tbeyth4idrsy§m$gfft then Itm^me  in^deriji^ 
cn^n^hefifdthfr/Imnidhnved/dMinedpaknvefitimpk^  di^s 
cf my  flocks  &c.  Thusr  he  aggTMtttb  birjiKtgeiiKtitbMiuft  he 
Was  brought  into  a  low  condition  hating  oiice  beenrkl'^  a  MgR 
one.Thelflcea^raTationof  mifery  have  vfe  Lament.^  a.  Tht 
freciomfinnes  tfZion^^mpardble  to  fine  goldjfow  are  thefefim^ 
mrdas  enrthen  fiteherrf  andt^.  5  .They  thntdtdfiMsU  dakMely 
are  defolate  in  thtfiteetfsj^heythm  rm^irem^kfof  infeortifp  em^ 
bract  duH^hih.   f^  S  4    /f  O.  Af^eGj^ 

Thus  the  Scripcore  itdcare  in  it ,  and  yaarexprncnce  ir  e^ 
nough  to  confirme  it.  For  a  man  that  h^  becne»  bMiKkVc 
in  theGatlies'yWd  afbr tie  fltonld  be  ranfoffieci  by  the  kberafity^ 
hii  friends  herein  En^had ,  if' fiir  (houtd  be  tafaen  and  br&i^ht 
back  again  to  the  giUies,  obhowtedi^Nssand  ^iet^HirWoiiMit 
be!  but  if  he  had  lived  long'hefes  andflounftied,  andgotttm 
prefennentandlivedbiavdty/andbidgrerwifa  great  Mittchanty 
and  then  after  this  to  bee  bmi^ikt  aigadne  to  the*  grilie^^ 
how  fad  a  thing  would  this  bel^it  would  berverjr  lemU^  ttt 
fairii.  If  fmnc'  of  yoa  that' have  beefiebe^ai^heretofet^, 
ifGdd  by  ibfloe.  way  or  oAer'  fiiouldbringjmito  tfte'Jame 
povertie  you  were  in  before ,  A  how  tedtoar  WBHAd*  it 
bel  yon  would  rather' ventare  the  Mft  of  yout  foules^  and 
God  and  all,  then  be  brooght  inta  focb  tf  cMdiMdt^v  afiji 
we  fee  it  that  many  mefi  t£ii  have  betne  riiifedrfroMr.  alow 
eftateto  an  higk>  af€'<b  afraid  <>ivcmnlng>  to  a  low  eftatd 
ag^n^that  they  will  venture,  foule^  and  confdencej  aniGad^and 
aU^rathcr  then  they  viHtt  endangOP  thj^i^miivthf  baft  de- 
grecinthekeftates.  ^ 

Hence  it  is^  veiy  oUervabl6  that  tht  cfaitfe  cur^  tl^  God 
threameththe  pwirfa  of Iftael  M4fi^i6tlik4ii«yk^iicwb^rt^  XA 
Egypt  again^tbat  the  Lord  would  bring  them  back  to  theaon^ 
ditionwhercUonc«ithey  wem    Yoaihaltfeiii»ihatwhi>le 
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ChMpter,  Demt.  2%  i%  ^nn  in  cleiloQnciti|[  moft  dreadfidl  cutfc^s- 
opon  theptepte;  nb^  tor  f  he  eoncfclfion  rfall,as^thc  chkJfe  aiTfc 
or  all  eh^reft^^thth«Text,thtrt^iw.  ^R  The  Lthrifh^ahin^g 

Mfheif^,  ^thfre  j&kfiitiHir  fcldm^t9  J9wr  enemies f&t  httd-mcH 

Were  knotfse^lax*  thing  for  u^v^ho  have  been  acquJilrited  with 
tfie^brii)asl^ghtdfthegl)(pel, and-with*the  bltfled priviledges 
dM^]si^ii»thettbf ^  fer  i»  td  be  brodght  int^PbpUh  bdtidag^ 
MdtliMclbineageiiB?  h^Ezy^.^.i.  w^itiay  uiVhiswcnTs^, 

rei^Mi^  iii  ^nnf^ kcfudtige iKVKi  JbsBvfie  f  a6  an  vt-r.  14.)  agfim 

ffiffi^f&  ?'Mfc^ont  felves  who  halve  had  now  of  late  a  little  taft 
rftftcAVcCftWtRPtrfouf  outward'  prlviledges  and  our  liberties; 
tiftwt&be  breu^t  iiito  the  bondage  tnaft  wenotlongiirice 
weft  msk  WAAd*  mt  a  very  fad  thin^^  Who  could  emkire  to  be 
tmder  tirat  bdndst^  tint  he  wts  in  three  or  foaryedrsagpn^ 
raider  evety  Paf&tori  Pfemotef,  Purfevant,  Commidaryi  Chan^ 
cdtour^  and  tytvnicall  Prdaceas  formed ly.^  wecotddnotfaatre 
mettdgetfter  and  wjbyed  the  liberty  of fucb  exei^ifes  as  thefe; 
n6j  y^t^^cctald  not  have  otet  in  your' families  to  pray;  burone 
of  orlier  WcNAdhavebeefiiipon  you  andindangeredyour  eftatesi 
Tfc  Bon&gewasifttolerablc,  we  «ayrwcil  complaine  it  was  a 
yokethftnekberwenoroiHr^hei'S'aonhibeare.   .  - 

'  TIfc  taftofefervatiortiand  the  way  to  prevedt  all  isy  When  God  Otfir*^ 
liatfr  dilN^red  a^ofde  out  erf  ii^y>  and  beftowiidiipontfaem 
great  oierdes,it  is  their  duty  often  to  t hinke  of  the  poore  omdi*- 
tion  whaifcoBte^hey  were  in,  and  to  ufe  all  the  meaosltheyican 
thafthey^iiiay notbe  brought  thither  again.-  God'  loktfarthisi - 
thaeweilMidd^ranember  and  ferioiafly>take  to  heart,  .wlrat  once 
^¥e were,(bi^* ishere;  Lefii firip her nakf^^imi/ii^hir as^n^be 
sltiy  yfH^eif^lh^^^it^  ^iM^;a9il>'h^a^ould%,IwbuldihavjeryoB 
|0MRdfer^wtet  •<H»ndi^^  y^nipwett  in -^^U^'yoa^wotcibohiei 
WM%Iow^43lKlltienit  was^andc^ni^  tte^dangarysuiaii 
i»t<;(b6l»kMig|IWIliiMe^  agMiis«ndt^loofc:abQttt  ycii|:»nd  tofeefc 
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to  prevent  it  if  you  have  the  hearts  oi  men  in  you.  This  we 
(hall  (indein  Dcttt.  26.  i.  s.  fVhen  th^u  mrt  come  into  the  Und 
which  the  Lordgiveth  thee  for  an  inheritance  andfojfefftfi  ip^  thou 
Jhalt  take  of  the  fir fi  of aU  the  fruit e  of  the  earthy  and  thorn  fbalt  fnt 
it  in  a  basket^  andjhaltgoennto  the  f  lace  which  the  Lord  thy 
God  Jhaa  chufe ;  and  ver.  5.  Then  jfbalt  ^caki  ^dfay  before 
the  L^rdthy  Gody  A  Syrian  ready  to  perijh  was  my  father,  andhe 
went  down  into  Eiyfty  and  became  there  a  nation^  and  the  Egypti- 
ans  evil intreatedfu/indaffliQed ne  and iayrdnpon  m  hard  ton^ 
dage.  Andira.5 i.t.LooketotherockcwheffceyonarehewentOnd 
to  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence  yon  are  digged.  It  is  very  iifcfiiU  for 
us  to  confider  oi  our  former  low  condition.  It  was  a  fpeech  of 
Matter  Deering  iii  a  Sermon  that  he  preached  before  Queen 
EU^eth^  he  hath  this  bold  exprcuion  to  her.  If  there 
were  a  time  that  you  thoi^ht  your  felfe  Tamptam  ovie^ 
as  a  (hcepe  ready  to  be  flaine,  tsdce  heed  that  the  words  of 
the  Prophet  be  not  now  true  that  you  be  not  Tanqtutm  indomita 
Invencnla,  as  an  untamed  heifer.  You  may  note  the  difierence 
between  the  fpirits  of  men  in  former  times  in  their  plainnefle 
and  boldnefle;  and  if  there  were  an  excefle  that  way^how  far  the 
other  way  are  our  Court  Sermons  now  ?  Queen  EU^^eth  was 
once  in  a  very  low  condition  indeedjand  ftic  thought  her felf  tobe 
as  a  (het  p  appointed  for  the  Qauj^hter.It  is  ufualfor  men  raifedup 
from  alo  ^  condition  to  for^t  God  and  themselves,  and  togtpw 
proud  and  fcornfull.  Nothing  is  more  (ha^pe  then  a  low  thing 
when  it  gctteth  up  high ;  fo  there  is  none  that  have  more  proud 
and  fcornful  fpirits  then  thoie  that  are  railed  from  tht  dunghil 
and  gotten  up  higb^they  know  not  then  where  they  are;  As  the 
proverbc  iSySet  a  beggar  on  horfe  backs ^^  **  kif^wes  not  how  net 
whither  to  ride. 

Thus  it  was  with  Samlet  way  to  hunoble  Sanl  was  for  him 
to  confider  what  he  once  was,&  that  is  the  way  to  humble  us  all 
who  are  fiibj  eft  to  be  proud  of  our  profpenty  that  God  hath  rai- 
fed  us  mitoWhen  thou  wafilittU  in  thine  #iif «/^i&r,thenthou  wett 
made  the  head  ofthetribts  oflfraeKThere  wasa  t'unethat  he  was 
little  in  his  own  eyes^  and  I  bcfeech  you  obfervc  the  dii&rcDce 
between  the  fpirit  of  Saul  when  he  was  in  a  low  coodition>and 
his  fpirit  when  he  was  raiied^   When  Saod  was  in  a  low  cod* 
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dition  his  fpirit  wt$low,thercfore  i  Sam.  1 0.17.  you  (hall  find  Left, 
tbrt  though  there  vrere  rome  children  rfSelidlthtit  would  not 
have  Sdul  to  reigne  over  them  ;  Whtt  ?  ffay  they)  Aw  /idS  thy 
manfave  usfdndthej  dejpifed  him  andkronghthimnofrefeins. 
But  Saml  (the  Text  faith)  held  his  fedce.  And  Chap.  1 1 . i  a. 
When  Sattl  had  gotten  feme  aedit  and  honour  by  his  vidories, 
fome  of  the  people  (xid^where  are  they  thatfaid,  fhaU  Saul  reUne 
0ver  MS  ?  Bring  thf  men  that  we  may  put  them  to  death.  No^izith 
Sanl,  There  fhaU  not  a  man  be  put  to  death  this  day.  O  how 
Bieeke  was  .y^/  I  what  a  quiet  fpirit  had  he  before  he  got  up 
high  I  But  afterward  when  he  got  up  and  had  many  viftories, 
then  what  a  hirious  and  outragious  /pint  had  SaulX  You 
know  the  fbry  of  the  fourc-^core  and  five  Priefts  that  muft 
beflain  in  the  City  of  Nob^  and  the  whole  Citie,  men, 
womtn,  and  children,  fucklings,  oxeSjafles,  ahdflieep muft 
be  put  to  the  fword ,  Why  ?  bccaufe  one  of  them  did  but 
eive  a  little  refirefliing  unto  David.  What  a  ftrange  fpirit 
IS  here  in  Saul^  difJFcrrent  to  that  he  had  when  he  was 
low  I 

Is  it  not  fo  with  many  of  you  ?  when  God  hath  brought  you 
low,  you  (eeme  to  be  humble,  and  meek,  and  quiet  then, 
and  then  you  are  content  with  every  thing,  and  prize  every 
little  mercy.  Oh  the  tenth,  the  hundred  part  of  that  mercy 
dut  will  not  fervc  your  tumc  now,  you  would  have b)!en 
gladk>t  then  ^  and  bl^ed  God  if  you  had  had  it  i  But  now 
yon  knew  not  your  felves,  your  hearts  are  raifed  up  as  your 
eftates  are.  Well  it  is  good  tor  you  to  look  tothc  condition 
that  once  you  were  in ,  when  j'ou  were  low  j  As  we  read 
of  AgathceleSy  that  King,  that  was  a  Potters  fonne,  and 
after  advanced  to  a  kingdom,  he  would  alwaies  be  ferved  at  his 
table  in  earthen  veflels,topnt  him  in  mind  of  that  condition  he 
Was  in  before :  certainly  ifin  any  place  in  Englandit  be  (eafona- 
bletofpeakofthis,  it  is  here  in  London,  where  many  that  have 
been  potters  children,^  in  a  low  degree,  have  bin  raifed  up  high, 
and  have  gotten  great  eftates.  Let  them  remember  in  what  con- 
dition once  they  were,that  they  may.bc  humbled;&  fo  may  pre- 
vent that  danger  ofbeing  brought  thither  again.Many  put  others 
in  mindeof  it  in  a  taunting  way,I  know  what  you  were  not  bng 
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Butiiow  apply  we  it  filittk  to  onr  reives  for  the  genei^  and 
then  we  ihall  copciude  aU*  Let  us  workc  thii  u|K>n  pur  hc9»t(. 
Look  web^cketo  wM  we  were  lately^  and  ktus  checkour 
hearts  for  any  dift^ontent  m  cw  preienit .dfta;e«  Not  loqgfince 
would  not  iX}9r)yof  us  h|ye  beta  willing  f  have  laiddowa 
our  li^es  to  h^e  pi^jchaCbl  that  mercy  wehavebadlhisyaer 
or  two  ?  Godhath  granted  tous  ourfornqer  n)ercie$^  and  raifcd 
us  from  our  Ipw  conditjpn  of  free  coft  bkhertot  God  hithbeen 
afprjE^tKUid  withus  -,  amd  what  if  thpfe  n)^rcies ^t  are tocome 
will  be  at  {poipwhat  a  dearer  rate  then  thcie  we  have  had  alrea- 
dy ?  Thofe  inercies  we  haye  had  already  havcbpePY^prai* 
ous  apd  fwcet^but  (Iirely  they  that  are  to  CQRl^aroiiiova  pre- 
cious and  fweet,  and  therefore  W€  may  be  content  though  they 
coft  us  deaire.  Yet  how  vile  arethe  fpiritsof  meni^fprg^ting 
thecondition,  t  he  fad  condition  they  lately  wp'ein>  fQrgtfting 
the  Taxes  and  Monopolies,  and  uncertainty  of  enjoying  any 
thing  that  was  your  own ;  and  now  ifthere  be  bi)t  91  Ijt^^  piiavge 
comq[iing,y op  ^efently  fall  a  murmurine  f  q4  ^PtPVl^  ^  thrSjr 
are  heavy  burthens,  the  Parliament  burtl^^  t^f^K^t^clfmaml 
the  Counf rey,  and  as  good!  have  ilii{Kq:)oaey  arid  o^ff  ^e$  a$ 
theCe  burthens*  Oh  pnwc»thy,  unworthy  lire  ym^  IWotP 
fee  the  gqodnffTeof  the  Lord  in  thpff  dayiesi :  W  WQX^^y  to^hkve 
thine  eye$9pentQ  fee  what  God  hath  (iqiiey  wtNsfi^^^W- 
mur.  Thou  flioulddl:  magnifie  Qods  merci^,  /andtif^tmwr 
uiur  at  his  procedings. 

We  have  a  notable  parallel  to  thi%  Ntf^^.  i^.iatKeftpry 
of Co^rah,  p4thMnzni^  Abir4^j  thofe  m^ro^nren^^^  vbM 
they  were  but  in  f  little '  ftrait ,  they  et^f  |ft  -41^^ » 
ana  i(ay  ,  irrfe!  ^  3,  jvbj  lasifi  thw,  brof^gtjt  1^  iff  $fft 
^fa  la/td  ihdtfifWfth  with  ftfilieand  h9fUj  f  Wh^t  l^nd 
was  that^that  Mofes  brought  them  up  out  of^tb^t  they  (^^flow«- 
ecl  with  milke  and  honey  ?  It  was  thf  UndcfEgjftt  tiusUpd  of 
their  bondage :  indeed  they  were  promifeda  Ui^ef  C/^t^^ 
that  momijiowe  with  milks  anJbotujj^d  they  put  that  upon  fff 
land  oj  E^ft ;  thqugh  they  had  been  in  bondk^?  ai^  fl^Xecy  in 
"•  Egypt 
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Egypt  and  were  now  going  to  Canaan,  yet  when  they  did  but  J  Led,  2 
mdurefome  trouble  in  the  way  >  and  had  bitf  fomeoppofition, 
and  were  potto  fomc  ftraits,  thai  Egypt- was  the  limd  that 
flowed  vvithmilke  and  hooey  9  and  who  would  come  out  of 
Egypt  ?  So  though  God  be  bringing  us  to  Canaai^^to  a  bleffed 
Land  that  {bweth  with  milke  and  honey  ^  yetbeouifr  thereare 
ibmeflraitsin  the  way>  (bxnedifficultie^^  fome  oppoHiibns, 
that  ftaay  ceft  us  (baiewfaat;novy  how  do  men  cry  out  we  were 
better  before^y  outalke  of  Rtfbrmation  and  iiicb  and  iiich  things^ 
but  for  our  ptirtswouid  wc  might  have  butwhat  we  had  before^ 
&  be  as  quietas  we  were  thcn,why  will  you  bring  U5  out  of  a 
Land  that  floweth  with  milk  and  honey?  Oh  bafe  mur  murine 
and  dilcontentedipiritstiiattorget  wKat  once  they  were  ,  and 
riiher  prize  the  bondage  they  were  in  bebre^then  arethankfuU 
for  Gods prefent mercies.  ./    > 

For  us  not  to  look  Imck  to  Cods  former  mercies,  it  epeth  to 
the  very  heart  of  God.  God  hath  an  expreflion  that  it  frets  him 
to  the  very  heiart :  You  have  it  io  E^k,.  i  tf  .43 .  Becduft  thou  hdft 
nptrememtrei$hfdaj€S9fthjj^Hth^  bmt  h^ft  fretted  me  in  all 
thefi  things.  It  is  a  thing  that  frets  God  at  his  hieartto  fee  a 
people  fo  unworthy  of  mercicj  when  God  commeth  in  (iich 
wayesofmerdetotliemashefi^th.  Mybrethren,  God  hath 
done  great  things  for  us  Whatfoever  others  fay  and  thinke;  Let 
let  them  murmure,  and  repine,  and  fay  what  they  will>let  us  fay 
God  hutb  done  great  thiah^  for  us ;  Let  us  lay  to  Irart  the  con- 
dition we  lately: wereixi » that  fi>  vft  may  be  ftirr&d  up  now  to 
jeeke  after  God^tliat  we  may  never  be.ixrought  intd  that  condi- 
tion any- more5i^they:wbjiil4Myc  it  again  ^  m^dl  good  may  it 
doethem^bntfornsletit  l^ourcareto  feekeGod^andtofi^eiill 
UwfiiHoieanatapsfvent.our  tinging  back  to  it  ^ 

For  even  the  very  (ti«k%we  npiv  are  in  iutf  an  aggqifvation  of 
Mrfonner  mifeiy  and.  prefent merdct it. fhbuld  not  therefore 
make  our  former  miftry  or  prffentinercie  ibemclcfle^but  grea* 
w.  .-■..••■• 

How  itthatyoa  will  (ay  ? 

Tfa9i»lfiiow.wehiviwfomicI^he|pc.ai^  power  tohiiykr 
a  mal^nantpantjpthat  feekcppr  mine  r  yet  they  have  fo  much 
(farcMth  and  refcmion ,  what  wc^Mvebecome  of  us  2^tkis 
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had  beene  before,  when  we  had  no  way  nor  no  'meanes  to  help 
us  ?  If  men  icomplain  now,  what  woul<j  they  have  done  then  f 
Therefore  whfftas  we  make  ufe  of  out  ftraita  ,  to  make  us 
thinke  that  out  former  miiery  v vas  kfle^and  wff  are  now  in*  a 
fadder  condition  then  bef  ore,  rather  let  us  make  it  an  ag^avatio 
ofGodsmercietoyvardsus^andifwce  be  in  fuch  ftraics  novT 
whenGedliathraifedupfuchniieanes  beyond  all  eur  thought 
torcfiftthcflovvinginctf*miferyuponu$j  Lord  whither  were 
we  a  going?  what  would  have  become  of  us  if  the  ftreame  whkh 
hath  been  fo  long  a  fwelling  had  broke  in  upon  us  when  there 
wasnomeancs totiave  rcfiftedit !  We  may  wdl  feenowthat 
iftheir  intentions  and  refolutions  be  To  ftroi^  for  mifirhiefe  as 
will  not  be  hindered^notwithftanding  the  preftntfirength  God 
hath  grantedus  to  oppofe  them/urely  they  had  moft  vile  ipKro-* 
tionS)  and  dreadfiill  things  were  determined  agatoft  m,  which^ 
would  havebroughtus low  indeed,  andhtve  made  »s  the  moft 
miferable  people  upon  the  earth ,  if  God  had  not  come  in  £> 
miraculoufly  4or  our  hdpe  as  he  hath  done  at  this  day. 

Therefore  as  wereadof  irrmwA,  Chaf.  37.18.  Le$m)fi$f^ 
piscatMn^Mthhe  to  the  King,  1  pray  thee  be  MCcepMe  lUffore 
thee^hdtth^m  caufenmn^t  to  returne  t9  the  hempt  pf  lennthM^ 
theScriti,  left  Idle  there.  So  let  us  prefeiit  our  fi^[dicKiOOS 
to  the  King  of  heaven^that  we  may  not  be  fenc  back  to  that  con«^ 
dition  we  were  once  in,  that  God  may  not  fiirip  us  and  leave  us 
naked.  We  have  many  ble(fii^s>Lord  doe  not  ftrip  «s>  d^e  not 
fttip  usof all  the  ornamentsthou  haft  potion  us. 

And  would  yon  not  have  God  ftiip  yoa  dk '  your  ornaments/ 
be  you  willing  to  flrip  your  felres  of  your  ernamentt.  M4e^p/d, 
33.5  .God  caHcthopon  thepeople  there,  Pmt  ^jom  OrnftmmU 
fromjetfthctt  1  fMj  fyew  wh$t  te  doe  ttm^j^tt^  .  This  is  true  «ll4 
feafonabk  at  this  timeinthe  liteitil  fenfe ,  yon  are  caUfdnow 
to  drip  you  of  your  ornaments.  Strip^  from  your  fingcn  ytmr 
I  gold  tings  tiwr  ^en  there  is  oeedr  bf  them  ,  perhaps 
one  goldrring  that  you  have  upon  your  finger  would  fenre 
to  maintain  afouldiera^nonethor  6ve  weckcfi  osmote^  And 
yetyou  xiiay^avc  the  benefit  efit  t|;aiii  tfttrward.^;  fit^ybur 
Cuprboafdsfrdm  ihi  jpppn^M  (Iiei;^placeTt()atM|slKftfit 
to  be.tponth^m.i«'Itisiimchlf j^fhould  ii6lipe«v^^  tolmre 
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jpoar  liimts  ftrtpped  nikod  Wheu  we  tr dn  danger  to Jkavcthe  ^eft.  z. 
SiafielbnfC«aked«ftUoi]rcojnforiiand.  orntfioeots;  I^k  A)cb 
aereat  matter  to  bave  your  cup-^board  nalwl  of  plate  now^ 
wnat  if  a  white  doatli  were  upop  it,&  al  that  gliftenne  (hew  ta* 
ista  away  9  were  that  iiich  a  great  matter  now  Mmen  Gpd 
tsd)outtoftripuinaked,aiid  fet  uaasin  the  day  whovinvve 
rverebome-^certaioly  all  of  you  that  ftud  keep  your  pkte  now 
forthepofflpous  decking  and  adorning  of  yonrcupbaardi,  ydu 
cannot  but  be  afliamed^it  in  thefe  times  >  fiirelyyou  oiuftrar* 
thet^keepeitupin  yourtrunkes^and  hutches ,  it  cannot  but  bee 
botii  a  finiie  and  a  ihame  to  fee  (iich  gliftcnng  pompe  and  glory 
b  iiich  times  as  thefe  ate. 

Strip  your  ftlTes  of  your  ornaments  that  God  ftrip  y#a  not; 
At  not  only  out  wardly,but  ftrip  your  ielves  of  your  ornaments  by 
your  bumiUation,forthatia  themcaningof  that  place  in£^0^ivy| 
Oh  come  and  humUe  your  ielvdk »  and  come  now  with  naked 
hearts  bdfore  the  Lord,  open  your  hearts  before  God»  bring  them 
iuilbsd  and  fincere  before  him,  left  hee  ftrip  you  and  the  King- 
dome  naked  1  Cry  unto  God  for  mercie,  O  Lord  thoaknoweft 
what  a  vile  heart  I  have  had»  a  bafe  cime^lerving hearty  yet 
jlord  I  defire  to  take  away  all  thofc  dokes  now  >  and  to  rend 
and  fairing:  this  heart  naked  before  thee,  thoughitbee  a  filthy 
heartyy  et  open  it^  Lord  thou  knoweft  thofe  vile  tmngs ,  thofe  in- 
viovations^thofefuperftitions,  thofe  horriUe  wickednefles  that 
"werejn  danger  to  be  letintothe  Church  andCommon-wealth, 
fet  they  vvere  things  that  could  goe  dovvne  very  Well  vvith 
me^il  could  make  (mfts  to  fvv^lovv  them,  and  I  haddiftindi- 
ons  to  colour  them^  but  Lord  it  was  my  bale  heart  that 
I  could  net  tnift  thee ,  biit  now  here  I  open  it  naked  before 
thee. 

,  O  Lord  for  thefeotdfnances  o(  thine  in  the  purity  &  powerof 
^hem  that  others  fpakfo  much  af,they  have  bin  tbii^s  uniavoury 
to  2ne>I  hidtio  sk^in&eh  thii^.  Thou  knoweft  I  had  a  ncute* 
nUiingipidt,  I  looked  which  way  the  wind  blew;  how  juft 
wercittortbee  to  give  nteiip  to  be  of  a  defperate  malignant 
fpiritl  NowLprdlcomeas  a  naked  wretched  creature  before 
(tfaae^intfaeihaineandgniltbf'myfin,  a^idhei^  I  acknowledge 

:dioiinuyftjuft||pjliip.medakedofi)lthbcomf4Drtsofmye^     I 
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^tep«  2. 1  tnd  leave  me  in  themoft  raifoabkcoiklition  that  ever  poore 
J  creature  was  ^left  in ;  And  noW  my  heart  i^  epen  before 
thee,doebtit  (hewmt  what  I  (faalldoe»  andif  thoudoftrelerve 
wy  of  my  eftate  and  comforts  which  I  have  forfeited,  in  tefti- 
'mooy  of  my  hmnfliatien  for  my  former*  (ins  I*  bring  it  before 
thee^and  am  willii^  to^ive  it  up  for  the  publiqae  igood  ^  aiKl  to 
prevent  that  evil!  and  mifchiefe  ths^t  I  am  fare  my  fins  call  for, 
formyfinsctyfor  wikth  againft  the  land,  that  thon  ihouldft 
ftrip  it  naked ;  and  if  ail  had  been  fuch  bafe  fpiiits  as  I  have 
been,  what  would  have  become  of  the  Land  by  this  time  ?  In  te- 
(limony  therefore  of  my  humiliation  for  mvfins,  here  I  bring 
inthisof  my  eftate,  thoi^h  indeed  if  I  had  not  been  guilty  of 
fuch  (ins,  yet  out  of  common  pradence,  and  re(i)edto  myown 
hcurity,  I  might  brii^  fome  part  in,  but  here  is  fo  much  the 
more  of  my  e{bte,  becau(e  my  confcience  tells  me  of  my  formq: 
guilt.  And  Lord  for  the  time  tacome  I  am  refolved  to  doe  the 
uttermoft  I  can  forThee  and  thy  Caufe.  And  thofe  Wordiiis 
thar  carry  their  lives  in  their  hands  forme,  God  forbid  that  I 
(lK>uld  have  the  leaft  hand  in  betraying  them,  in  .withdrawitig 
njy  hand  and  aHiftance  from  them»LdrdhereIgive  up  mv  felte 
to  thee,  andjnyeftate,  Ifurrendcrit  to  thee  in  an  everlafting 
Covenant.  This  is  to  come  with  a  nalced  heart  indeed  befo^e  the 
Lord. 

Were  it  not  better  that  we  (hould  be  wilHng  to  ftrip  Mr 
fc4ves  nalced,  then  that  God  (hould  doe  it  by  violence  that  God 
fliould  fend  Souldiers  into  our  houfes  to  ftrip  ns  naked,  as  they 
have  dealt  with  our  t»:ethren  ii\  Ireland  ^  they  took 'rx>t  awsy 
their  e(bitesonely>but  all  their  dothes,  and  fent  them  in  droves 
as  naked  as  ever  they  were  bom.  We  know  we  have  defecved 
the  like.  If  you  vi^illnot  ftrip  your  felves  of  ydkir  HiperBuities, 
God  may  juitly  by  them  ftrip  you  luked  as  ever  you  were  born; 
andnot  onely  bring  you  into  the  £une  condition  you  were  in, 
but  into  a  far  wurfi^,  for  fi>  he  threatnedi  in  that  28.  J>tm.  7m 
fiattn^t  one tytecarrjeibAek^agidn^  into  Sgjff,  kut  tbore  ym 
flf^  bi fold  for  bondrmen,  and  no  man  JhaM  bnj  yon  ;  they  (hould 
be  in  a  worie  condition  tlien  when  they  were  fir  ft  in  Egypt.  So 
if  there  be  any  c^you  that  are'willir^  to  fell  your  coniciences  in 
hope  of  preferment ;  Ohthe  other  nde  may  ge(  power  and  fve- 
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failc»  audio  oat  ofhope-to  be  preferred,  to  (ell  your  conidetv*  { 
<Des>^  yoa  may  be  difappointed,  not  ov dy  be  brought  into  as  ill, ' 
bat  into  a  far  worfe  condition;  and  perhaps  though  you  would 
lutve  fold  your  felves,  yet  no  bodie  will  buy  you ;  if  the  Papifts 
come  to  have  the  power  of  your  bodies  and  eftatcs,  you  may 
miflb  of  that  preferment  that  you  think  of.  So  faith  Ejwd^Chdf. 
9*  14.  after  he  had  fpoken  of  Gods  mercfe  in  giving  them  1  ber- 
tie,and remitting  their captivitie,  ShaSwe  (jSithl^)  y€t  C9nti^ 
HMe  infin^mJi  break  the  comnMndements  of  the  L^rd^  w^uUbe  H9t 
icdngrj  with  Hi  tiUwc  were  ntttrh  defirvjedf  And  certainly  if 
God  doe  not  awaken  the  hearts  or  pfople  no  Wj  if  God  doe  not 
give  the  people  throughout  the  Kingdome  a  heart  to  ftick  to  the 
Caafe  of  the  Truth,  and  to  thofc  whoiffthey  have  intruded  with 
their  eftates,  liberties  an3  lives  in  every  good  way>  it  were  the 
heavieft  judgement  of  God  that  ever  was  upon  a  Nation  fince 
the  b^puining  of  the  earth,  it  would  never  be  piralleld*  that  ever 
a  people  flipmd  have  fiich  an  opportunitie  put  into  their  hands 
to  hdp  themielves,  and  to  vmdicate  themfelves  from  flaverie 
and  bondage  %  yet  out  of  I  know  not  what  reipefts  to  betray  all 
thoiethat  £ive  ventured  their  lives  for  them  y  and  to  have  their 
bloud  fliea ;  I  iay  it  were  fuch  an  example  as  were  not  to  be  pa- 
rallddfince  the  beginning  of  the  world.  Therefore  I  befeech 
yoa  my  brethren  let  us  lay  this  to  heart  ^  and  the  Lord  make 
known  to  us  all  what  is  to  be  done  iniiicb  a  time  as  this,  thaC 
we  may  rK>t  be  ftriffednak^d,  andfet  m  in  the  day  wherein  wee 
werf  ^^me. 


J^*' 


'Digitized  by  * 


An  nxf§pkii4f 


:V:^V:4:v*.V^^ 


The  "third  LeBurc^. 

Ho  s  E  A  2Vptitofch6j.verf6,andverfe4. 

Andmakf  her  as  a  mliernefle/mdfn  her  like  m  drie  land^  MndJUy 

h^  wifh  tbirft. 
And  1  mtn$t  hdve  merchtufam  her  children,  far  they  ke  tbi  chii* 

dten  of  whoredoms. 

CQ  tbe  firlf part  of  this  fcpond  Chapter^  rre  hire 

tlreadieOiewcdpart  of  Gods  threattiing»  cren 

toftrip  his  feofle  ndkfdM  in  thednj  wherein  they 

were  borne ,  to  bring  them  into  as  low  and  mean 

a  condition  as  CYer  they  were  in.  Now  that 

'  which  vYas  more  generally  expreft  the  laft  day, 

we  have  in  the  latter  end  of  this  third  verfe  more  particularly 

fct  forth  unto  u$>  And  make  her  asm  wilderneffe,  and  fn  her  as  a 

dry  land* 

God  vvottld  bringthis  people  that  dwelt  intbeUndsf  Canaan 
fiowingwithmilkeandhoney^thatYYettinr^zxd  of  the  beautie 
that  God  had  put  upon  them^  excellent  for  b^tie^  now  to  be  4^ 
a  wilder 9teJJh. 

In  the  former  Chapter  you  hea|d  that  the  ftite  ofthe  Ten 
Tribes  was  fet  out  by  Hofeas  wife,  her  name  was  Gomer^  and 
thisGomer  was  the  daughter  ofDiblaim.  Gomer  (igniBeth  prr- 
fe'llion^  and  what  DUlaim  iignifietb^  I  told  you  then.  But  no w 
there  is  another  (igdification  of  this  Dii^Afiiff^^  that  we  arctorc-^ 
ferunto  thisexpreflionof  the  Lord  in  this  place,  that  he  will 
make  her  as  a  wildernefe,tor  you  QiaHdndo^  jE«i^.f5. 14.  that 
there  is  mention  made  of  a  defolate  conntrey  and  a  wilderneffe 
that  was  towards  Diblathjto  which  this  that  the  Prophet  fpetKS 
ofthe  mother  of  Gomer  may  fecme  to  have  reference* 

Di^/nr^then^itappearetli,  was  a  place  where  there  was  a 
very  defolate,  wafle  wilderndTe,  and  Gomer  was  the  daughter 
ofthis  i>i^/4#ir^fi:om  whence  Z>f^/4JMi,  that  is,  Though  the  ten 

r-       Tribes 

• '^  uiylii^uuyUOC       ■'•• 


the  Pr^hejie  0f  Hos  ea. 


263 


Tribes  were  as  G0mer  in  regard  of  their  beauty,  fitfilt^  for  fo 
they  were ;  yet  (he  wa*  the  daughter  vfDibUth^  or  BibUim^ 
that  iSf  ihe  came  forth  out  of  a  low  and  meane  condition ,  and 
was  even  brought  out  of  a  wiidcrneffe,now  (he  fhalbe  brought 
agtine  into  the  tame  eftate  wherein  (he  was,  for  I  will  fet  her  m 
^wiUernejfe. 

Asdvnldertieffe. 
The  Church  of  dod  is  in  it  felfe  Gods  j^Ar^Sr;?,  a  garden  m- 
r^/ri^^andfaitiscalled  Cunu^iz.  Asagdrden  inclofed  is  mj 
pficr^  my  Sfonfe.  It  is  the  place  of  Gocb  delight,  not  a  place 
for  beafts  to  come  into,  but  incUfed,  tliey  ate  to  be  kept  out  of  it ;  - 
a  place  where  very  .precious  fruits  doe  gj-ow,  that,  are  very  plea- 
(metoGod,  a  place  that  hath  the  dew,  the  (howers  of  Gods 
blwtng,  tbidtfif  efHmmen,  the  de^  that  defcendtthufonthe 
mauntmns  cf  Ziw,  thr£  Godcommandeth  his  hUJpng^  even  life 
fir  nmm^rt.  Bu(  now  (he  muft  come  to  be  a  wilderneffe. 

Tot  ftft,  the  hedge,  the  pale,the  wall  of  Gods  protcdion  (hal 
beti^en  wa^iromher  ^  and  (he  ihall  be  laid  open » lyable  for' 
altwJlde  beafts  to  come  in  and  to  devoare  her.  They  loved  li- 
berty »and  were  loth  to  be  inclofed,  thoi^h  it  were  in  Gods  gar- 
4eD,.th6ugh  in  was  with  the  pale  and  wall  of  Gods  proteftion; 
weH,l[eeiDgyoD  will  have  libierty,  you  (hall  have  liberty,  and 
this  pileaBd  wall  of  my  garden  (hall  be  taken  away,  and  your 
condition  (hall  be  like  the  condition  of  the  bealb  in  the  wil- 
deroc0c. 

Ag^tine,  you  (hall  be  as  awildernefe.  There  (hall  no  good 
gFow  junoi^you.  There  was  no  good  grew  amongft  you,  that 
wasi^oviin;  mid  there  (hall  no  good  grow  among  you,  that 
fiudlbeyourplagueandpunKhment.  The blefltngc^God  (hall 
faetakeoalif^y  from  you,,  yaa  (hall  not  have  thole  (howers  of 
bkBu^  as  formerly  you  were  wont  to  have »  but  you  (hall 
btss  mwUdmttffe.  Jer.ij,$,6.  Cttrfed  he  that  tnan  that  trnft- 
etk  immm,  amfmakgth  jUJh  his  arme^  ^nd  dcfarteth  frem  the 
J^di  Why?  F^rhejballbe  4$theheathin^thed€farty  andJhaU^ 
imfae^wkmg^c$mmeth^Hd  hejballktherit  the  f arched  jd^pet  ef 
4kewitddrneJleiM0fillilamif.  Vata^lm  yiterprets  this  judgement 
^pontheiietfts  ^Idolaters ;they'are4ry«uniavxH3ries  they  are 
akftttoieofi^if^itnidilgood. 

And 
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And  1  wiUfet  her  as  4  in  i4nd.2  So  the  SeptUtgint  r-ad  it,  I 
will  ^dn^  you  Co.  Your  finncs  bring  you  out  of  order,but  Gods 
plagues  order  that  which  (innedothdiforder.  As^^drjUud. 
This  is  contrary  to  the  bleffing  of  tbeGodlyman,  (or  he  is  fiud 
to  be  MS  the  treefUnted  bj  the  riven  ef  wdier.  The  graces  and 
comforts  of  Gods  (pirit  are  compared  to  wdters  in  the  Scriptare9, 
Pfdl.%j.j.  ABmj^rings  mreintheey.  All  my  comfortSi  all  the 
gifts  that  I  have,  all  the  graces  that  I  have  are  in  thee*  But 
now  God  willfet  them  tssdry  Und,  he  will  take  away  his 
gifts,  and  takeawaytheir  comforts  from  them>  slndfo leave 
them  waft  and  defolate. 

*  The  obfervation  then  from  hence  is.  That  fimic  is  tf  a  waft* 
ing  nature:  (innelayethwafte  Countr^s  and  places  that  peo- 
ple live  in.  We  have  a  moft  pemarkeable  place  of  Scrip- 
ture for  that,  Zacb.y.  14.  They  laid  the  flesfMt  LmidefrUu. 
They,  who  are  they  ?  you  (hall  finde  it  ver,  i  a .  Thefetbat  msuk 
their  hearts  as  an  Adamant  ft  one  ^  left  they  fiouldheare  the  Um, 
and  the  werdr  which  the  herd  ef  Hefts  hsd  fent  in  h^  ^irif  ky  the 
former  Prophets,  They  made  the  fleafant  land  defolate.  Wc  cry 
out  of  thofe  that  make  (Iripe  &  waft,  and  there  are  aftions  com* 
menced  againft  them  •  O  kt  not  us  lay  waft  this  pktlant  land, 
this  §00  J  land  of  ours,  this  garden  of  the  Lord.  If  is  indeed  as 
anEden>asaParaJife,  ourfore-fothers  have  left  us,  tUs  our  land 
asGodsgarden;letnotus  through  ourfinnesleaveittoourpo* 
fterities  as  a  wildernefle  and  a  dry  land.  Pfat.  1 0^.34.  tfacieis  a 
threatning  that  God  will  maks  nfrmtfnit  land  bdrrem  fir  she 
reicksdneffe  of  them  that  dpfott  therein.  Sinnc  hath  hcSTtofete 
laid  waft  as  pleafant  ani  fruitfiiU  Cbuntreys  as  ours.  Thofe 
thattrayellin  Germanie^  their  hearts  even  bleed  within tkem 
(ometime  to  fee  where  famous  Towneahavefteod,  now  the 
places  are  over  grown  with  nettles,they  are  laid  waft  as  a  wil* 
derneflc;  And  in  this  God  threatneth  after  the  manner  of  gieat 
KuigSjWh6  when  their  SubjeAsobey  them  not,  threaten  to  la^ 
their  Countiyes  vvSift  and  to  deftroy  their  Cities :  as  Ec^dudti- 
call  Stories  tell  u$  of  TAr«i&^/M<,that  had  layed  great  taxes  x«^ 
the  Gty  o^  Antioch>at  yvhich  they  were  much  grieved,  ajidifln* 
magining  it  ^mes  that  the  Qgeen  had  a  fpedalThand  in  it,  they 
pulled  (town  the  bcafen  ftatue  of  the  Queene  that  wa$  Jo  the 
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Citk  in  skindeot  anger  upon  thi$,  The0d9fim  threttncd  to  lay 
tl^Gity  and'CouQtry  waft  as  a fiuit  of  madifpleafiire.  It  is  a 
fiiiit  of  theanger  of  Kings  according  to  their  jpo  wcr^  to  manifeft 
itthatway,  not  ooely  upon  particular  inen>  but  to  lay  whole 
Countryes  waft*  God  is  tlie  great  lQng»  and  he  threatneth 
this  a^nft  his  peoplefbr  their finnes,that  he  will  lay  them  waft 
as  a  wildemellc.  God  jiad  rather  that  the  wUde  beafts  ihould 
eatcup  thepoodof  tbeiandtifaen  that  wicked  ftubbome  (inoets 
ihould  enjoy  it :  God  had  rather  have  a  land  under  his 
oxCt^  to  Imve  nothing  but  thcMnes  and  btyarsbroiehtfiMth 
0tit,then  that  wicked  wretches  (hould  partake  of  the  iweetnes 
andfiatt(£it>  foriinne  doth  not  onelypoUute  the  (inner,butthc^ 
land,  and  patteth  both  the  (inner  and  the  land  under  a 
curie. 

Ani  fiay  them  with  tbirfi. 

In  the  36.  Pjkt.ves.S.  we  hare  afull  expreffion  of  the  plenti'- 
fiiUprevjfiosof  Godspeople^WdbNrZfii»r^ifrfi^i^/rJ[pr  L§rd, 
The  Text  £dth;rhejfi4Mbe4thmiUmiyfaiisfud  whh  thefuMmfff 
rfitj  k09ifi/utd$bM/ialimsksPbtm$»  MnkfrffherivirrfiH 
fUMf$triSi  Q what  afweet  ptomife  ishere  to thofethat  dweU 
in  Gods hoofej  «nd  walke  mth  God  asbefie^emeth thofethat  are 
in  his  houlel  they  fluU  have  fatnes^d  drinke  of  the  river  of  his 
pkalbtes .- biithere  is  threttned  fl^yi^tg  wkb  tUr^^  that  God 
will  not  oody  takeaway  thofe  rivers^  even  drops  of  water, 
thQf  fiudl  MtMvcadrop  to  coolethek  tongues,  butQiallbe 
flmawithttmft. 

Thdre  was  stiflieWheceinGpd  had  fuch  pity  upon  his  people, 
^b^  he  would  canfe  Water  to  gufti  out  or  the  rock,  ra- 
ther then  their'  thirft  (houUi  not  be  fiitisfyed  :  But  now 
God  threatn^  that  he  will  make  tbt  heavffis  m  hraffe^ 
md^  $bi  emb  m  ^m^  and  thoi^h  S  little  water  midit 
iMfe  thdr  lives,  they  ihould  not  have  it,  H$  mU  JUj 
tbcm  wiib  fbirp.  Oh  what  an  alteration  doth  fin  make 
h  QodftadfluniftratienS  of  his  wsyes  towankus  1 

itkagiiett-jttfaBOientthustobeflaynwith  thiiitlknewmjir 

Cdfetmari  once  Ait  lyii^  in  a  burning  feaver»pio&(Ied  that  if 

kc  had  allthew6rld  at  his  difpQfe^he  would  give  it  all  for  one 

drangjhtof  beer.   AffbloWaraleisthe  worlaatiiichatimeas 

'   ,   ' M  m  that 
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that  is.  If  the  want  of  a  little  beet  or  water  to  iatisfie  thiift  Ar  a 
little  while  be  fe  great  a  judgeflient,  oh  what  is  it  then  for  all 
good  to  be  eternally  withdrawn  from  all  the  faculties  1 1  have 
read  ^  Dayim ^thtA  when  1^  fled  from  his  eMfmc-s  and  bdng  in 
gredtfhir(\  (though  thofc  Kings  had  a  delicate  drink  that  wa$ 

feculiar  to  thtm  which  they  called  C^d/pu^fcof^htn  SA^p  fiufo^i) 
e  mtt  with'a  dirty  puddle  of  water  with  carrion  lying  in  k, 
and  he  fucked  in  that  and  dranke  very  heanily  of  it,  and  profeft, 
that  it  wW  the  fWeeteft  draupht  tfit  ever  hedtaokc  in  bis  life. 
This  meditation  may  be  very ufeful  opon  this  rvil  of  thiift^that  if 
a  little  puddle  watetctn  afford  (b  much  comfort  when  thefaad- 
ti .  s  are  in  fiich  a  difpofltion  %:&  they  are  fit  to  draw  out  that  com* 
fortthat  i%  in  this  puddle  water,  oh  then  what  comfortand 
goodnes  is  there  in  an  infinite  God  when  he  fhall  communicate 
to  his  creature  all  that  good  that  is  communicable,  and  when  all 
the  faculties  of  (oule  and  body  fhall  be  in  t  fiill  difpofition  to  re- 
ceive all  the  gco  J  that  is  comitiunicafed,  and  not  put  into  a  dii^ 
pofition  by  reafon  of  want,btii  by  reafon  of  the  ex^ency  ofdn 
faculty  raifed  to  fuch  a  ht  i^f , Wd  inlar^edto  ttceive  what  good 
God  himfclfhat h  to  cortftnttnicWC to  his  tt^ttulpt? 

But  flirt  her,it  is  obfetvtfble.  though  God  did  bring  tbean  in* 
toawildtrnefle,andfet  them  in  a  dry  land,  yetifkhey  mi^t 
ha^  e  (bme  d['inke3thdt!gh  btit  wtHr  to  feti^li  them  in  this  wfl* 
dei nefle,ftnd  in  this  dry  land,it  werenot To  mnofa.  TKoil^  thw 
Were  in  a  (corchiiig  CoUBtrdy^  inthd  Wfldeioeflfe,  ^paidi^  with 
hcat,mit>ht  they  have  but  fome  refrefhment  thereinto /iii%a^ 
were  not  fb  great:  but  they  (ball  be  in  a  mUfmglf^i  a  dtjf  htud, 
and  there  they  (hkWbt  fcorched  with  heat,  andtHeii  Gad  Oudt 
defry  tkiii  airftiCcoUr,  ^11  helpe.  He  wiil  fi^  4him  irifk 
thiyfi.     '-  '  '  •      -     ■      '  ■      i    »    •     I.  v.ud    ^  ..^ 

God  ufethf  hus  to  d  Ale  With  wicked  me|),  liibilll^tli^dili' 
to  extremity, and  there  to  leave  th^m'deftitUteof^ftieoMr;  of 
allhelpt.  '  '  ^    r.    /*   :         ^ 

We  have  art  excrflknt  Sct-ipliffeftfr this,  j&«w^,  aa-  lOi  iwit 

^tvtjiuthh'fdHimthtMjfflthGod.  Thif  m^t^^a  ooimotee 
liponthisText,  TmHtring intothei^iU^'mfftMiftkHim^im^ 
ajUnd and jUj  them  ixdththifjt.    '  ^'-     .  ^   :  • 
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The  S«int4  oi^y  ^c  bi;09ght  if>k>  grcit  extrenf)ity»  but  God  Ita- 
vtth  liiQVi  not  th^e*  Goa  m^kes  their  txttieoiity  his  oppoitu- 
nity  for  merely,  hcbriiigeth  refrcQiin^to theoi  then, they  ne- 
vqr  have  ipore  fwtet  rtfrc(Hing«  irom  C;»od»  then  when  thoy  re 
in  the  greateft  extremities  in  regird  of  trouble  and  afilidion. 
Ged  prppia^t hft  Mfiy*  4*  6.  that  he  wiU  be  0  fiMd$w  for  thtm  in 
thf^Uftimifr^m  the  h€4$^  Md^i  covert  fr 0m  fi^rmi  sndfrom 
This  is  Gods  peculiar  mercie  to  the  Saints;  perhaps  they 


r4UH$, 


have  no  ihelter  now«bqt  when  the  ftorme  comincth  they  have  a 
ihelt(r.th$Q»fiiHl  they  have  a  (hadow  when  the  heat  commt  th  | 
in tjb«ire^remlty  they  havi^cooilbrt.  Bat  it  is  otberwife  with 
the  wii;M|  the  wicked  pethaps  may  have  many  (belters  before 
the  ilorfne  cQQimet h;  but  when  the  ftorme  o^mmeth,  then  they 
are  deftitute,  they  may  have  many  (hady  pkces  before  the  he^t 
e«JMnet)<  ^bttwheathe  beat  comnaeth  s  then  they  are  left  fuc- 
conrkCftj^n  they  ut  ^m  with  thkft«When  wickc4  mf  n  m  in 
proipe^ity^thentheiemay  oMoe^one  bleflti^  after  mother  (I 
medoe  that  which  is  in  it  irlf  a  ble(Iing>  heaped  upon  thorn,  but 
when  they  comeintoadverfitv,  when  they  have  moftneede  cf 
comfort^then  they  are  left  dtftitute. 

Thi»  P^yi%  mth  Phirjt  is  apflyed  by  ibme  fpiriiusillyj 
X':wiU  bring  a  fpirituall  ftnune  upon  thcm«  When  rhcy 
(ball  bee  in  Ik  wildemtfle,  in  a  diy  lapd,  when  they  ihall 
,h$ve  TRkA  neede  d^' comfort  tor  their  foults,  they  HiaU  bee 
Vieprived  of  it.  Many  men  in  the  time  pf  their  health  a«d 
probity  hav«  manyrweet  promife«  d  the  Goipel  itvealed 
iintotkb>flMny  bleflkl  manifq(UtieKttof  Gods  free  grjMsevand 
goodneflc  m  fci9  Chrift  made  knowne  unto  them,  but  they  H^ht 
and  cbfiegard  them  1  But  when  God  (hall  bring  thorn 
ioto  the  wilderoefle  »  wheo  God  ihall  caufe  them  to  bee 
iiacter  the  torment  of  a  fcorchihg  conftience,  whtnconfcieace 
OialibebamiK,  and  ftalding,  theo  perhaps  they  may  longj 
Oh  that  I  had  one  drop  of  water  3  one  premife  out  of  the 
Vfatd  to  comfort  me  1  Oh  that  I  m%ht  hav«  but'  never  £:> 
littk  reirelhing  I  Oh  that  I  might  heace  agam  tboie  things 
I  have  heretelore  heard  and  iiegleded  I  But  thcii  God 
may  deny  me  drop  o(  water  to  coclk  their  £xJrchii^ 
comcienceawdflay  them  with  thirft^  flay  their  ibuleswith 
'^       .  Mm.  2  thirft 
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thirft  at  that  time:  And  thus  many  peore  creatures  aie  flain. 
with  thiift^that  did  fo  little  regard  ttioie  rivers  of  oonfolationt 
that  in  the  time  of  their  ororperity  they  might  have  had; 
Ver.4.  AndlwUt  nPthdvemerdeMfmhir  chiUren^firtheybe 
thechildren  ofr^htreimmt. 
Iconfe(&  at  thir  firft  view^Uokingnpon  this  verfelthoii^t 
I  might  quickly  pafle  it  over*  the  rather  becaufe  wee  had  fome 
fuch  expreflions  in  the  former  Chapter,  where  God  threatned 
that  he  would  have  no  mercie^ufpn  them :  But  the  Scripture  is 
a  yaft  depth^and  there  are  many  excdlent  treafiires  in  it^  there  is 
alwayes^/ifMJirfv^/Wffj^Mfy  Something  for  thofe  that  come  to 
fee  again  and  looke  aoin^and  this  Something  will  appeare  to  be 
oiuch,  that  we  ihall  fee  oat  of  thefe  expreflions  hirther  then  be* 
fore  hath  beene  obierved. 

AndlmUnot  Ikwmerein  This  Partide  C^ml  3  hath  tmsh 
snit,itisamo£bterribk^Mr  This  oonjun^ion  many  times  in 
Scripture  is  as  a  pleonafme3  and  doth  not  (erve  for  much  dk,  but 
here  in  this  place  it  is  of  geat  ufe »  and  it  is  filled  with  tetrour  as 
fitll  as  it  is  poflible  for  fuch  a  little  particle  to  hold. 

I  know  there  may  be  ouny  curiofities  fometimes  inobfo- 
vationsof  particles,  of  conmriftions :  ~  but  wee  (ball  not  med- 
dle with  any  cutjofity,  but  locakt  of  chat  which  is  plain,  ud  the 
intention  ot  the  Holy  Ghou  here.  I  iay  this  Andi$  a  moft  dread- 
full  jiiid;  marke  the  con  jonAion ,  you  had  foure  ji$$ds  beferci 
fidth  God,  1  wiifirifkernskfd,  l/ind^  fnhir  min^Jkj 
whireim  Jbet  was  bfiu^  ^^Ani  3  mdkf  hit  m$  a  wiUermfff^ 
£Af$d2  fnhir dssdryLund^  ^And^  jUj  her  wieh  thi^jt.  Is 
not  here  enough/  Oh  tio,  there  commetha  fifth  AmA^  and  that 
is  more  terrible  then  all  tht  former  foure  ][And  2JwiM  h$turm 
weercie  mfen  her  children.  This  addeth  tcnour  to  all  the  reft- 
San;K>iethat  all  the  other  fbutehadbeenei  and  if  this  had  not 
come,therehad  not  beene  inchagrievous  threatning^If  Godhad 
Qidflwillftrip  her  nskgdandfether  m  in  thednj  r^herein  Jhet 
WMS  tornty  mUj  wHmaksher  dsdrMdernefe^mUfet  herMSddrj 
Undy  dmlJLy  her  with  Mrfi^yctikil^cmi%ht  bemercicinatt 
thiSytheir  condition  had  not  been  fo  nuTerable,  hut  (faith God)  I 
'w'iiidio9Mthek,AndJwilhaven§-mir€iempen  rAnw.Ofa  thishath 
thatterrourinit^thatit  is  impoflible  for  the  heart  ofa  man  that 
apprehends  it  to  ftand  undcrit>  lAnd 
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And  for  the  openir^  of^thii  I  fliiU  jfhew  yon  how  that  tU  the 
former  foare  not  oneW  may  fttnd  with  Gods  merde^  bat 
theyhaTe  flood  MdthCodsmerde;  that  God  had  heretofore 
(hewed  merde  to  them  when  they  were  in  fodi  4  In^ 
tpnditi^  in  wUch  they  wtt  hrne^  vdben  they  WCie  in  the 
)M/4knfr|&^when  they  were  in  tJry  Land,  yet  when  he  did  JLn 
themjbt  mewed  mercie  unto  them.  But  new  he  ftith,  Ik  will 
doe  thoa  and  thusjand  (he  w  m  n^erd^  unto  them.  So  that  then 
though  this  And  be  cmjunftive  in  Grammar,  yet  here  in  Divi'* 
nity  It  is  a  disjunftiTCy  and  a  raoft  dieadhiU  disjnnAive  to  part 
them  and  merde  afuoder  ^yea  and  to  part  many  of  them  and 
meide  etenuUy  afimder.  To  (hew  you  therefc^re  the  foure  for^ 
metythat  thoi^  they  were  in  fuch  a  condition  heretofore ,  yet 
Goddid(hewtbemmerdc;now  what  a  condition  this  is  that 
God  will  fhew  them  no  merde.  As 

«iL  Firft;,  In  the  day  whn'tin  they  were  btrm^  that  (  as  you  may 
remember^  I  (hewed  you  out  of  the  \6.  Ezekf  what  a  low 
mndpittihill  conditionthe  people  of  Itraejl  were  in,  they  were 
cnjl  $9it  into  the  fkU ,  and  they  were  in  thiir  hitnd,  and  n§t 
-malbedy  and  the  like.*  But  matke  in  the  8.  verfty  Ifdffid 
by  thee  and  tookfd  mfm  thte  ^  behptd  the  time  wot  a  time  ef 
ieve^  and  1  ^ad  my  skgrt  ever  thee^  and  eeveredtby  nal^ea- 
nefe^yeaj  IJware  nnte  thee  ^nd  entered  inte  Cevenant  with  thee, 
and  then  hecaweeft  mine.  Here  are  the  hieheCl  and  the  foUeftex- 
freflkxisofGodsgcace  that  could  be,  fitft,  1  leered  nfenher, 
and  then  the  time  was  a  time  of  Jeve^mA  their,  1  fireai  my  tkirt 
ifverthee,  andjemtredinte  covenant  withthee^  Mdthenbecamefi 
mim:  here  are  all  thefe  expreflions  of  mercie  even  at  that  time 
when  tiiey  v^erexaft  out'  as  foriome  in  the  open  field ,  and  no 
eye  pittied  them:  butnowtbey  arethreatned  to  be  cs^  out  in-* 
to  ^  field  agaiiuSr  noeyetopittie  themin  heaven  or  in  earth, 
no»iiortheeyeotGodtopittie  them:  nowGod  threatnethto 
caft  them  onfor  eter^  fb  as  he  will  (ee  them  in  thdr  blood ,  but 
it  (hcdl  beno  more  atimeof  love  ,but  a  time  of  wrath ,  and  hee 
wHl  no  more  enter  into  covenant  with^them ,  ndther  (llall'they 
be  hit. 

Seconds ,  when  God  bro^ht  them  into  t^e  wilderneffe, 
God  there  mewed^bem  mercie,  tor  that  you  have  a  marvellous 
•    o Mm  3  fuU 
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W?r€  in  t  JT^  h^^lhtg  wilder mjf ,  yet  they  ww^  us  «are  to 
Gpd  AS  tki^afp^e^fh^ 4jff.  Yea  fwtlier,  v^.i  U  A^  me^U  fiir^ 
veth  Hf  her  h€^^  fiMltcr^k  over  J^erpung^  ^r^dM^h.  ^i^Hkl  bsr 
mngj^t^ktuk  them^  fe^rHb  tbem^n  her  wings ,  fi  rA#  li^rdjios^f 
didicadihfm.lt \$ theiiotc o^PsuJwF^giiu citiag  for  nRatii 
SQUmm  upon  thi$,as  the  Eagle  carries  her  young  ones  y  qot  as 
other  birds,for  pther  birds  it  it  obforved  carrie  their  youngeoei 
in  their  claws,  the  eagle  bears  hers  upon  her  Wii^  9  aad  thisit 
thereafonthatisobtervedi  bectiifc  the  Eagle  is  inore  tender 
of  her  ywng  ones  then  other  birds  are,  why?  for  the  other  birds 
carrying  their  young  one^  m  their  claws;ir  any  (hooce  at  them 
they  hit  the  young  ones  and  kill  chem  firft , .  and.  may  miffe  the 
old  one>but  the  eaglecarries  hers  upon  her  bad(jup«n  herwings, 
that  whofoever  flioottt  at  her  young  ones,  they  m\^  {hoot« 
through  her  firft :  So  faith  God,  I  carried  you  in  the  WJltktneflTc 
as  the  Eagle  carries  her  young  onisupon  her  wings,  thittif  ny 
(hoote.at.  you  to  hurt  you,  they  muft  ihoote  through  ise  firft  hfrp 
fore  they  ct^i  come  ^t  you*  This  was  Gpds  w^tAt  ta  ifhem 
wken  thry  wer«  in  the  waft  howling  wildevneAe ,  here  is  not 
fuch  an  4n^  they  werejn  a  wiUemefle^yet  God  had  much  mer- 
cieuponthei^. 

Thir-dly ,  Cod  brought  them  into  adrj  LfVuL,  iiithirfwi^- 
dcrneffc  they  wai^ted* water,  yet  (though they  were  rrtify t# 
murmure)  hfffuuk  themfutkjMnej.  out  $fthe  r^ck^  amd,»tt  ou$^ 
the  fiimy  rccki  Deut.  32.13.  Vou  will  fay^  when  did  God 
make  th^m  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock/  we  1-ead  i»leeddm^vr»- 
tei;  g^Ched  out  of  the  rock  in  a  drv  land,,  hut  here,  the  Scriptwo 
fpeakos  that  he  m»ui^  fhemOtck:  beney  4mk  eiU  Wit  pftM  fiififjf 
rock*  It  is  a  note  of  C*r;^}?^«f^rpcaking  upon  this  vmy  fhjog 
of  Gods  making  thcmfi^k.henef  dndeiU^nt  ef  the  reck  :  Not, 
faith  hee^  that  there  waS'  indeed  httoey-  or  oyle  came  out 
of  the*  rock  J  but  becauie  they  being  in  the  wilderncfie, 
and  in  fuch  ereat  want,the  water  that  came  out  of  the  rock  was 
to  theai  as  /weet  and  delightfull  ,as  if  it  had  been  honey  or  oyle. 
Thence  he  gatnercth  that  note,  that  want  and  necemty  will 
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Bitke  everything  very  fv^eetand  isoflifoitible,  water  willbee 
athoney^kiidoileto  tfaemttet  wtot.  Wluin  you  «t«  tt  your 
fuU  tables ,  Thia  wine  pltcifeth  ywi  ndt,  and  that  bcere  pl^ieth 
you  noi-;bk  if  yoa  were  in  necemty.Wattrr  Would  be  as  wine,  it 
Wodkl  be  ^s  honey  atidtfiyle  to  y  du:  ^ 

Yea  bur  wbw  fay  y  oa  to  the  toatth  Affd^He  majUj  them  rrith 
r&r/f.Canyoufhew  us  any  place  wherein  God  did  flay  his 
people,  y'ct  rfiew  mercie  to^them  ?  Yes,  I  can.  There' is  a  place 
whtrcitfefaid,fffl4/nl'  hi^  peifple^  yrt  for  all  that  at  that  very 
time  he  (hewed  abundance  cf  meicieto  his  people ;  when  God 
dUdcMievirithhisfV^ord  in  his  hifnd,  yet  with  j^dd^nce  of 
compaflioti  in  his  h^rt.  The  Scripture  is  ifi  P/ai  ji.  34.  Mark  * 
what  the  Text  fliith  thcr*?,  ^w  hjlif^  thM$,  thtn  thiy  /itf^ht 
him  y  ani  they  rnfttnid  MudJm^iftd  fOrtf  ^ft^  CW,  and  tbtj  re* 
ik^ffMfredihMt  G^imu  their  rb€kff  and  the  kij^h  Clod  thetir  kedte-^ 
mer.  Wriil  j  theyfiught  him^  ahd  they  remefnhred  tfbis^  that 
God  was  their  Redeemer  y  but  did  God  redeeme  them  at  that 
iiU^y  Yes  ,  Ver'e  j«.  Ht  h^ingfkU  of  amfaffion^fmrgave 
tfoiir  iniqetUie^  oMidtfiHytd'thtm  not,  je^4l$any  a  time  he  tttrned 
hiitttf^i^iM^dj^^  ^dtUn^'^irftfMUfHim'Mhi  of  as  the  OU 
IVkmIWm  hbthit,  Me  camdiw^khiTitn^er^  which  h^tC  he  Will 
Hot  doe  t  He  W9jBfM  if  comfdjpony  and  flrgaife'fheir  imqmhie, 
imdc4Beitii&kb^Mng4r^  llibugh  h^did  Jl^  fhem at thbt  time. 
Hed^nyethtd  d«  it  here,  hclctteth  but  W«  anger  here  to  the 
^l/afidwUln&tcaUit  t«iek>  /  ji4»hat^haWereie  Hfon  them  t 
iAftd  itiS6bfefVabteirithia&cri|«tir^tK4tyiclitheText  Aith  be- 
feWhKfti the) ^dbktpAtir(Ji$d)4ih  thiif^th :  thbugb tky 
Mkefi^fifmPXipd^tiitheirMeuthi  ydtlhoh^^m'St^s  tb^rtie 
t6W«rdfhefli,  thtihtedilM4dck^hijunitrV  My'bi'dhrrti,  God 
Ifttk4lligty<!(l^tik»  of hi6  wb^ipiA  J<N2riiM';U]foiighih  (hcfldd 
bebuteytemall(but  wemuftnotreft  in  that)  yft-ftAWy^i^ 
|«frrAitirtiuklitiiltii>ti  *nd  mr9ki^^A^\bMdd  ihn^ki^  Mith 
t>MlA^^R^t«Wlt^¥(!HhHH<fr&lM 
m»^yf9f0imtittmhi^f^^  iHtJiat<56d'dttthftir 

^^Nwib^a:«hfe'aayry«i  ifld  tfKJfi^]^rtiiafc'ay^H|t*iirt 

rtrtw  iheAJiip  tt)to^ftfth^^^^ 
lkt9^<ic)tttfil^tihftthH^  ihd  they  foe 
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sigiinO:  them  with  fiiftias^ptayer»  not  externally  ondly,  but 
wehope  internally  cutny  of  tkeai^d  thou&nds  me  }oyn  widi 
them  in  our  Nation.  And  if  God  will  (hew  fo  much  mercie  to 
them  when  they  did  but  fkuer  him  with  their  iiioath9€ireiy  then 
when  as  there  are  fo  many  tnic  worthippers  of  him ,  yea  thofe 
that  are  the  inftruments  of  the  work;  we  have  much  caufe  to 
thinke  that  God  will  (hew  mercy  to  us>  and  that  if  anger  were 
comeout  againft  us^yetGod  wilicallitbacke. 

Thus  th^  we  fee  that  fo  long  asGods  people  be  Gods  people, 
though  they  may  be  brought  to  great  troubles  ('we  cannot  be 
fecured  from  trwbles^  yet  ftill  there  b  mercy  for  them  ;  fb 
longasthey  arehispeopicjfoloi^asthc  knot  is  betweenGod 
and  them,  aad  they  are  in  Covenantsthere  is  mer^  for  them. 
Bntndwwhentheyarecaftoff)  now  there commeth an mi^  I 
wiUdpdiusandthus,  bring  them  into  thefc  extremities,  aodl 
wlU  (hew  no  mercy  to  them,  there  ihall  be  judgement  witfaMit 
mercy- 
Toe  obfovatioQ  thenfram  hence  is^when  God  commetk  upon 
the  wicked  wich  wrath^ecommeth  with  pure  wtitli^  Wrath 
without  mixture*  c^merof  ,and  this  is  mtolenhle.  W<eliave  a  re« 
markable  place  for  thts^/^^.  5  .Am  fv»/,(Taith  the  Teiit)4W  tmlj 
eviUy  bih^U  it  ii  camming.  Marke,  there  QHrjrcoHie  an  evil  to 
the  people  ofGod,that  which  niateiiaUy  is  evm^  butitcaoinc^ 
ver  be  faid  of  Gods  people  that  an  evil,  an  ondy  cvill  is  09m* 
mingtif  aiievilc««ic>|therecommeth  a  groit  ^ood  together  with 
that  evU:bitt  now  it  is  i^n  the  wicke<Can  cvit,and  an  oneljf  evil 
iscommic^.  GodthKatnethPyk/^5.t.thathehathifnii^fiiipitf 
haml^fia^  ^wAxtmi^  the  mixtureot  that  is  an  ^eraTtltfeQirf'lte 
wrath  thi^  is  in  it :  (mt  here  thereisa  o^inGodshapd  with- 
(Hit  mixciirei.  indrtbe  Wtnt  of  mixture;  is  the  ^ggryvMu^Opf  tjic 

When  wiith  iS;pUGei  then  it  is  grown  beyond  angcs,  ami 
griQWPI¥> hatred; foj^ilgasitisbutmcereaqgeriit  admcuthof 
nuxtiu¥  of  itvejbat  whea  once  k  is  ('as  we  may  ijpeak^  pawn 
^tIiKihe^h(«f  fowepes.that  nU  the  mixture  otl«ve  it  »ne, 
tk^iXMUmsd  tokened.  T^c  vvas*  time  vvhcQliiii^ipakc 
ina.^MrMirMyr  vy^y  ^GsJhrMjfktfbmints  tin  tMJkrmp 
tifoM/ibfbiUfdtbimu  ip#«,  i^ay.Butmvv  GodyiTjpti^ 
\ .  bring  i 

Digitized  byA^OOQlC 


thePr$pkifjtffH^$nA.  j     §71 


h£wg  tkemixitothe  'i^HdotneEkMod  to  hAretftem'indeed^acdcirdl*- 
Iqg H> tjbat  H^fin 9..1 5* ^// ^^^ wkkgdttefe if,in  6UgMiyf^ then 
J^ioudthem.  Da^idw^tt}^  PfaL  S.t.  tliat  God  would ii6t 
reiuke  kkn  in  hui^rMfh/iehher  chafitn  him  in  his  h^t  Jij^leafmre ; 
bi«  wim  dhrn  ?  Have  meriy  mfm  me  Q  Lvri:  So  l*ng  as  God 
Ai«weth  ancrcy  he  dodi  notculten  in  his  fore  difpleaiitre :  hot 
when  Gdd  comoiech  with  afflidKont  and  denicth  mtroy^then  he 
coaamethlnfore  diiplcafiire  indced^it  is  hatred. 

Secondly^  when  God  comnKth  without  inercy  he  co&nnech 
Mppn  ^  Mricloed  tn  the  moft  ttnfi^arpoahle  time  for  them  that 
ean  bc»  Thai  i$  t|ie  diferenoe  betwixt  the  eviils that  comeup* 
on  the  godijr  wA  the  wicked.  There  majr  be  evillsf  that  mate* 
haUy  arelb)  upon  the  godh,  but  yet  thejr  (hall  come  upon  them 
wh«ait  fbdlM  iea(dn«)le  Forthem  t  but  when  they  come  upon 
d|e,WiG)ied  it  (haU  be  when  they  are  moft  onfe^lbDaUe  ftp: 
tton.t  Af  ahHtband-^jxiansfhe  woddcuthis  Treefoasonely  to 
^p  k  tkt  it  may  grow  and  flouriih  again^  he  wiU  be  fure  to  do 
it  i^4fi]^  Um^nial4Mff4r%c/[f(im'Afytbvii£hc  woidd  cut  it  that 
foitsnay  die>  hewiillopit  when  it  fiouriftieth  moft>  at  Mid- 
famtfwfy  God  utAici  fetteth  widud  men  grow  up  and  flodrifh 
W/^'hetght^  thfik  piiifbeiity,aaid  thm  he  commeth  and  lop- 
^eththrmbecauiethenheKQowethtiieymuftdiew^  It 

W€ret)atlicr4ebtlo^edin  iamtmy^m  whiter  time  before  yoii 
fburi(h,  then  you  may  iivefinr  your  good;  but  iFyouftaytfll  the 
iamp3Kr#  y<N<4bibrit.  Yodhave  an  exedlent  Scripture » 
Z^£j^^^\2,^  TUy  Iballdrivt9kt  Ajhd$d m tmonidfLf.  Ihthofe 
C^nntryi^  that  were  exceeding  hot  and  feorcteng^  fliep- 
heirds  and  others  that  had  their  bufinefle  abroad »  ufed  to 
]sci^,  th^r.  hteftff  at  ooobe  day^  or  get  into  fojiHt  fhady  pla- 
cpl  4pd  flefpt. .  Now  vyltth  God  tfaroacnifth  a  judgement  in 
wrathj  and  denyeth  mercy,  fiiith  he»  tlay  fiuUl  drive  emt 
AJf^d^memtidjti  intkewttftiimetfaatpoflibly  ^/^d^i/can 
be  >tiveaoi)t|  in  the  nriddeft  of  torching.  Becatfe  God 
iRtendod  to  deftroy  them^j  he  id^^  tfitem  out  at  noojQie 

^gaioi^^isdlyy^  Whei^God'craiilielh  upon'thef  Widif^  itnd 

f^/ay  eviU>  whAjfhflr  itbejenottgh  or  aot  «ndugh:fortfaem>wKat 

U  J/  >  '  N  fi  .  i$"^ 
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is  that  to  Kim  ^  When  he  comm^^h  upon  his  own^eoplehe 
weighethoot  his  wrath.   Never  did  any  skilfiiUPhyfitian  wan 
Apothecaiy  more  carefully  weigh  oat  to  every  dram  what  the 
potion  (hould  be  that  is  to  be  given  to  a  child,  then  God  doth 
weighoutcvery  affliftion  thathefendeth  upon  htsthildren. 
The   difference  is  jaft  as  if  you  (hould  go  to  the  Apo^ 
theatrics  to  take  ratsbane  to  poifon  or  kill  vAminei  you  do  not 
weigh  out  how  much  you  (hould  rake,  but  give  them  it  at  an 
adventurcyand  let  them  take  as  much  as  they  wiiU  and  let  them 
burft :  but  if  you  take  any  thing  for  your  child,  if  it  have  any 
(hx»)gvertneinit,or  without  compodtion,  it  may  be  poyicN\ 
you  will  take  heed^you  will  not  take  a  dram,a  graine  too  mach> 
but  wilibcfure  to  wei^  it  out  exaAiv.    Tims  thouj^  when 
Cod  commeth  to  his  children  hewesghethoutthcir4ffliAKN»» 
yet  when  he  commeth  with  jadgements  upon  the  wicked,  he 
cares  not  how  much,hciw  many  or  great  they  be,whethcr  ftttabte 
to  their  conditions  or  no,  whether  they  can  beare  them  or  no^ 
whether  their  ;backes  breake  or  no,  he  commeth  With  ju^^ 
ments  upon  them  to  deftrov  them.  * 

Fonrtidy ,  when  afBiftion  canmieth  withbut  mcrcf  gpon 
^wicked,  God  ftopp^hisears  at  all  their  crycs.  Iftheyenr 
when  God  commeth  with  judgements  againft  them,  hecalleth 
their  crving/7m/iir^«  ¥ktdh  ihcm  th§it£hthfyery4k$$d^  jtM 
eryvpithtedrisbemUnothearitbem. 

Fiftly,  God  commandeth  all  creatures  that  they  (kill  deny 
htlpe  to  them*  They  may  ftand  and  be  amazed^hgt  hdp  them 
they  cannot.  Theyalirayhowcanwehdpe»feeJngGodhdpe$ 
no^ 

Sixthly,  there  is  the  cur&  of  God  mixed  with  every  juc^ 
ment  to  drive  t  hein  hitther  fit>m  God,and  to  harden  them  flkMre 
in  their  fimics.  ,  .    •  '        . 

Laftly,  One  judgeinent  is  but  the  makingMraylbr  another, 
yeaall  judgements  in  this  world  are  butthefoft-tunnertaDd 
makers-way  for  etemall  judgements.  This  it  the  ponim  of 
4  the  cup  of  the  wicked  when  Cod  faith  he  wii\(hew  themno 
mercy.  The  affliftiont  of  the  Saints  m^  Utmt  to  be  more 
grievous  outwardly,  but  thus  God  never  afflidleththem^  there 
is  mercy  alwayes.For  them.  Wherefoce  all  ye  Saints  of. Qxl 
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who  are  Under  any  afHkStion  at  any  time,  be  patient  and  quiet^be 
contented  under  it/or  though  your  afflidions  be  fore  and  grie-- 
▼ous^yet  God  delivereth  you  from  fudh  affliAions  as  thefe  where- 
in he  faith  he  will  (hew  lio  mcrqr. 

But  turther.     J  wiUn§$  have  mercy  mfen  her  children. 

Her  ehiUren.l^  The  J  udgementof  God  in  puntfliing  the  fin 
ot  the  hithers  upon  the  children  wc  fpake  fomewhat  oiF  in  the 
Chapter  beforcj  we  will  wholly  let  that  paflenow :  and  oncly 
conndcr  children  in  another  way  then  we  did  before  >  in 
apolitical  Mnfideration,  for 'certainly  that  is  the  meaning  of 
the  Text  I  1  mB  net  h^ve  mercy  uf^n  her  children  ^  thac 
is^I  will  not  have  mercy  upon  the  particular  people  that  belong 
talezreel.  Private  and  particular  people  zxt:c9iltdehedangh^ 
tcrs  oflernfaUm^  the  daughters  d^  fuch  a  Country.  So  that  the 
whole  community  together  with  the  pfficciB  and  govemours 
thty  are  as  the  Metherjuti^  the  privat^md  pf  iticuhr  people  they  . 
tVc  as  the  children.  So  that  when  God  faith  he  will  have  no  * 
ffiercy  upon  her  children  jtit  doth  not  onely  threaten  the  State  and 
the  Church,  the  Govemours  and  the  whole  Community  thus, 
\ycx.  he  threatnetfaev^ry particular  peribn  of  them,  thougb.you 
jthBt>are  in  the  multitude  perhaps  thinkeyou  may  efcape  in  the 
crowde ;  No  faith  God,  I  will  looke  to  every  one  ot  you  of 
the 'mtiltitude  of  the  private  and  particular  perfons  ot  Ifrael, 
and  my  wrath  ftiali  not  onely  come  out  againft  thofe  that  are  in 
higher  place,but  it  fliall  come  out  againft  you  aljp,l  will  (lay  her 
chilcfeen;  Itis  true  indeed,the  beadsand  govemours  of  places 
are  ufually  moft  invol  vetfin  the  guilt  of  the  fins  of  nations,  aiid 
their  juii^mcntsareufiially  moft  dreadful!  when  God  commcth 
with nationall  judgements.  As  Numb.^%.'i^^  TheText&ith 
there that  J/rseljeyned  thenifekues  ep  Baal"  Pe^,  dhdihe  anger  ef 
tkeLerdwm  kindled^ninft  IfrseliUndth^Lord  /kidmtp  Mefes, 
tMkfMtbeheidi'efthefiiftej  dndhnngthemuf  heferethe  funne. 
The Lordsangerwas  kindled  againft  thepeoplct  but  he  bade 
M^fef  cfpeci2dy  looke  to  iheMdsy  and  take  them  and  hang 
them  upbe(*oredieLord,that  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  might 
be  Corned  away  from  Ubel»  Certainly  cxecutiop  of  wrath  upr 
on  great .oiies,u^oofiich  as  have  been  beads  in  evil,is  a  Sacrifice 
cxcxedii^  well  plet&ig  to  God*  Bat  thoc^  God  ayme  that 
Nn  2  .     them 
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you  fijiuft  cxpeA  the  ixu^  dreadfull  ^it^r4th  ofGod^ind  that  with- 
out  mcrcvtevcri  opon  the  people  tiuit  ever  was  upon  tny  nation 
fince  the  ocginnipg  of  the  worlds  for  never  any  ^lation  that  we 
knowofy  had  more  depending  upon  the  people  then  there  is 
at  thisdayupoTithebeoplec^f  England.  Oconfiderofit,  and  oh 
that  41  the  peoplebi  the  land  did  but  know  what  God  would 
havethem  to  do  in  fiicha  time  as  this  is  i 

A^aine,  1  witt  not  have  mercjf  ufw  her  ehiliren :  upon  paFtiCtt- 
lar  private  peribns  in  the  fociety.  One  hbte  mere  upon  chat. 
It  i|  a  dangerous  thins  fqr  men  in  any  fbcietie  to  do  as  the  noft 
do ;  If  they  be  in  a  mil  (bcietietogtvetheh*  votesandto  deas 
the  greftter  part  doth ;  if  yoa  be  in  a  Church  fociety,to  do  as  the 
greater  part  doth  without  any  examination  of  it,  this  is  danger 
rous.  tor  though  the  greater  part^  thecommunity  may  doe 
that  which  is  evil,  you  (hall  not  be  excufed  by  that,  tor  yta  to 
fay,  why  whAt  cotfld  I  bdpe  it,  when  the  moft  doth  it?  God 
commeth  upon  private  and  particular  men^  upon  the  childrtn, 
even  every  oncof  them  .•  And  why  ? 

-  For  thej  are  the  ^children  i^fwhored^met. 

That  is  either  paflivclyor  aftively,  paffivdy,  becaufe  they 
were  batten  of  whoreaomcs  and  broi^ht  up^  thcir^ducation 
hathbeen  in  whoredome,thcy  have  had  it  from  their  paients^Or 
elfc  they  are  the  children  ofwheredmncs  aftiydy,  they Jiv£  inthe 
fame  w|iored0m<s  their  mother  did.    Frcin  Hence, 

Irirfty  There  is  little  hope  of  children  faroushi  up  in  wick- 
ed edpcatioHf  wha  have,  wicked  parlnW  dto.^  u  %ht. dye 
have  beene  in  the  wooUit  is  hard  to  g^t  it  out  ot  the  cloth. 
If  wickcdoeCre,  if  eviU;priiicipl,??*have  beeh  dn^pe4  in* 
to  children,  there  is  little  hepe  of  them  for  good, .  efp^ciall]^  of 
thpfe  ohildjren  thfit J»ve  beenirooght upin  wayes  of  fupemri* 
on  and  Idol^,thqir.hearts  bcsrtg  Uy  foyted,iiid  defile^tnd  hnd* 
ned  in  fapjQtftitiousand  idoUtroAs  wayes, .  they  icldomecome 
to  any  good.  Therefore*  that  which  hath  been  motiDned 
is  very  good,  namely  of  wa^  to  take  the  children  of  Papifts 
to  bang  them  up  in  the  education  and  icnowledge  of  the 
truth.-  ■         ;,   '  ,  .        .  *  ' .  .  1 

Yet  SeconfUy.- This:  (hall  .not  excufe . chiMsen ,  thoa^ 
they  be  children-  ^f ;  whoredomes;    It  k  no  excufe  for 

•  _        thegy 
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them  to  fay  th^  had  it  from  their  jparcnts,  and  they  Hi  as  their 
parents  hare  aone,  and  u  theyoadethem^  and  aooordiog  as 
they  jbfrougkt  tikm  up.  No  it  excufeth  not  at  all,  for  the 
wrath  of  God  comtneth' upon  them  that  are  the  cfafldren  oJ 
whorcdomes.  Then  wh|i  cifcetcy  is  it  for  us  to  be  brought 
up  in  the  tVuth  ^*tp  fiave  parents  that  doe  profcffc  the  truth, 
and  for  ovp  education  to  be  in  the  way  of  truth?  It  is  a  mercy 
that  we  do  hot  tonfiderof  to  give  God  the  glory  of  it:  How 
^Klangerous  is  it  to  have  fuperuitious  Idolatrous  parent s>  and 
to  have  fncKkind  of  education  1  there  is  not  oiieof  tentho^* 
•fand  that  alteretfihisRcUgionrirthey  haveTurkes^or  Jewcs, 
or  PapilU  to  their  parent s^^dfuch  education^  it  is  not  one  of 
ten  thoufand  I  fay  that  altereth  his  Religion.  Therefore  it  is 
like  otu" condition  would  b^ve  beep  tb^  fame  if  God  had  not 
caft  it  that  our  parentsfhdiild  be  fuch  as  proftffe  the  truths  and 
bur'ecbcation  according  tci  the  truth.  Bldle  Cod  for  this.  And 
you  that  are  parents,  do  you  look  to  your  children  and  bring 
them  up  inthe  truth.  Quldren  who  havegricious  principles 
dropped  into  them ,  and  thofe  watred  by  prayers  and  tears, 
lliere  is  hope  6f  them;  ^hd  not  oif  them  dbne^but  of  the  hatbn 
Where thtylivir:"  *'^'      '-  "' '  *"".  '*•  •     •  '^'  •  • '  ? 

Laftly  f  whirfi  is  the  obfcrvatipn  which  intmly  we  are  to 
confider  of)^  Wfaeri  Gods  judgementscomc  ^))road  in  the  world, 
IcttbtcM^encfv^horedomes  looketo  it,  God  threatneth.  A^irii 
bMvekt  mercfHp0nthtm;firt^  arttheehildrtn  6f  whtrtJbtnet'. 
The  children  of  whorecfomes  are  thebiitt  ol'GodswratA 
when  his lu(fecmeniscemeabrbtdinthewdrld.  ^ 

Ifr.  ^7.4.  furii  ii  wt  inmjkHi^  the  Text  5  that  is,  it  is  not  in 
me  towaitl  my  Saints ;  though  I  come  out  in  a  kinde  of  hiry,  yet 
it  is  not  inme  tbwanh  tbehr,  what  then  'iWh/Q  youUftttht 
frifrrdnd  thornes  dfoinfi  m^'iniattei}  1  y09ntdg4e  ihtrtugh 
i)iim^  w9mtih$iAie  Hjtiii^i6ge$ber.  '  WKcn  my  Writh  commeth 
a£ain(l  the  briars^nd  thorties^I  will  go  dioro^  them  and  bom 
them  t(^her;  bntlor  my  children,  fttrit  i$  nn  m  nir  toward 
them ;  When  Gods  wrath  is  itbroad  'in  theiWdrM  let  iiot  the 
ch^drenof  tfaebridediamberWe^let  <^ti^^ 
iIojnesfeattand<:iu^e^tet'briak:i'flirid  dioi^dr  feafi^lfbot  net  the 
fiuitfiiU  htes  in  Gods  garden ;  Gods  judgemeim' know  how 
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>vi)gntKaf  i^ame^Erpaii^^^  his  ja^gement|han(i 

over  het^Oii^^t putteth  ixnp  tliem  t  xfiltinguifhing  quality* '  God 
tizth  ^  cbaroher  of  reft  and  fa&ty  forhi5  PeoDle^wnerein  be  will 
kiik  (hem t ^l  hi^  iQdigxiationl)e.0vm)a(!b;  biu  for  the  children 
of  whpr^dpme^/upcmitioufs»  jiloU^rous,  wicbedandiu^^y 
people,-  tTiey  are  the  people  of  Coda  indignation,  they 
are  iikc  Idunua^  the  feopU  of  God4  curfe^  as  ^Qnx  iuivc  it 

. .  Tb^e  ar^a  people  thisdaf  .amoogft  us  who  are  certfiioly  the 
freopl9  oF.CocIs  Quacstiid  let  tliem  IJoofc  to  it  as  wdi  asthey  wii* 
^rt//A  I  ^,%.B*bjhn  u  fallen ^isfaUen  (^faith  an  Angel  there)  and 
XKarkewhat  ft>llowcth,y<r.j^*  And  anether  Angel feBinfped  faj^ 
i^imthalendveke^  If  dnjmfHwj^'fiifthel^faft^hii.lmMf^ 
aMrelpfhebunmf^i^^^  thj^ijm  ffjiU 

drin\e  of  the  wint^f  fhewraph'of  (^fid  which  Htaiffn^en^  whb^ 
mt  ntixtf^re  impo  the  cup  of  his  iniigniiHpn^  It  is  accoriii^  to 
(hatia  thip  Text  here/i^od  will  Jbave  no  mercy«  thf^Xludldrinke 
of  theAvin«;<)f  th^  wrath4df  God  without  siiztiire^  without 
^furcof  jipy  mqrcF  at  all.  And  further-,  i5('r^4i?J^Ws. 
mented  with  fire  dnd  himftene  in  the  frqeftcc  ef^fBg.hfitj 
Angels^  4n4  «;  the  Pre/ince  of  the  Lsmh^snd  the,  fimks 
ffwirt^^»f9t  ap^enjifhuffar  ever  ttniever^  AifdthjlJi0ve  m 
refid^^ter^igbtth^tworfiipthefieafj^^  Imdgfk  ^crcii 
^4«^m4Uhre4t.JV»^  Whpritjoineij^  jtg^J^ 

£icb^;f  oUour  the.^K^^;S  pitbat^^t  Wire  of  ^abyJpo^  ^  Bicf 
led  are  they  that  in  tbefc  times  have  ^feftlm<Mlyil  thcitJOWD 
eonfcimces^that^h^thlv^o  their  q^^foyjp  ^j^Qg;$jco  jiraw 
.tbemrelve$outlr9Wtbpg»iUofdlfi^  Ixjtcilftmus 

yipiticfi,  g^^Up^^^ep^  ifl^efplelyes  (m^dv^  tp  :tliat  ligw  that 
^«4A«h4iAffi(C^(itQtbfl^  iW«jfiwftthef^^ 
jptoofiJ$i,  l^kMlfkyv^^tij^Cs  thdjwirtd  potfcorcxtt&day, 
l^ut  fo^  tiP^ic4#  k»¥c  iovplvcd  themieives  In  the  gjoilt  aTthofe 
p^Jb^^^fOHr^.  tkey  hay^need  tp hpmbie their  £oiale$be&re  God« 
^i^ft^'RitihU^yi  frr.m«hi$goiQ8<)jut  uaipft'  the  childrea 

AA*a^fi»lfe»«¥fctlM»ffeM--  tn^^^micbnftbci* 
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gan,iti9amoftdefperatethingtobea  P^ilHntheiedayes^  bcr 
aiufc  riow  is  the  rime  for  God  to  make  thefe  children  of  wlioFe- 
domes  the  very  Butt  ok  his  wrath  and  indignation. 

Wc  hcarc  of  wars,and  ruirors  of  war$,and  a  great  deale  ot  ftir 
there  is  abroad ;  My  brethren,  keep  your  hearts  chafk  toGod,and 
f  eare  not,  for  God  hath  another  manner  of  people  to  deal  witt- 
all  then  you;  you  (hall  be  feaUd  firft^  before  the  wrath  come 
out.  Though  I  cannot  excufe  you  altogether  ftom  foffering 
fomeafflidions,' thefe  children  of  whorecfoms  may  bring  Ibme 
trouble  upon  the  Saints  for  the  prefcnt;  yea  perhaps  feme  of 
youn^ay  have  your  bloud  fpik,  but  God  hath  mercietobeftow 
upon  you ;  but  for  them  there  is  wrat h',and  wrath  without  mix- 
ture, God  faith  he  w^llhaye  no  niei;ei(i»>upon  the  children  of 
whoredoms.  /^v^M  ^-^^^^^     ^^7f!ty^^^  (^^^^t'-jj^^^'ti^ 

Let  fuch  as  arc  going  forth  then  ifrthis  Service,  for  Religion 
and  Libertie,  go  forth  with  courage  .and  undauntednefle  offpi- 
rit,  why  ?  for  they"  fight  againft  none  but  thofe  that  God  fight- 
eth  againft;  Who  are  they  but  the  Children  of  whoredoms  that 
they  goeto  fight  againftjthofcwho  have  (hewed  theipfelves  t 
be  open  fighter^  againft  God  and  his  truths  fuch  as  are  moA  abo- 
minable fwearers,  curfers,  and  blafphemers,  fiich  as  make  no  o- 
therufeoftheligltoftheGofptlthat  they  have,  but  onely  to 
fcorneandcontenineitj  fuch  as  are  open  defpifcrsof  God  and 
his  truth,  and  of  Us  peopk?  Certainly  if  there  be  a  curied  ge- 
neration upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  thele  5re  the  people,  •  who& 
monthes  tre  full  of  curfes^and  certainly  Gods  curie  is  upon  them 
who  are  fo  full  of  cutfings  tbemiclves.  If  there  be  any  of  you 
here  that  are  now  or  hereafter  may  go  forthinthi^  fervice,  your 
ipirltsftioutd  even  rife  with  indignation  againft  fuch  monfters 
upon  earth ,  and  goe  againft  them  as  David  againft  GotUh^ 
ff^hat  JhaU  this  Hnarcnmdfed  Philifiine  defiethe  hfi  pfth 
fo^in^  GU  f  Thus  yoXir' hearts  (hould  rife  if  you  have 
any  lov^to  God  and  his  truth ;  Shall  a  company  of  curfed  mon- 
(fers  that  doe  nothing  but  blafphemcand  curfe,  and  fweare,  and 
defieGod  and  his  fervants,  and  his  Tabernacle,  andwor&ip; 
(hall  thefe  iftttcircufmcifed  Phiiiftincs  coe  on  thus  defy  ii^God 
ind  1i!S<rtk4i>  If  you  bivethe hetrtsotmen  wiAi  you,efpfcci- 
ally  of  Chriftiaiis,  tm  thtnhs  you  {kouldnot  b^mAc  to  beare  it, 
•  O  o  m  fcut 
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butgoefocthagainfttlieinwitli  fulnft(reofQ>mt  and  refoliicion^  \ 
ceruiniy  God  will  makethem  t  prey  to  you,  they  arc  fach  as 
not  onely  have  puHt  oflfChriftiaDity ,  and  are  become  Ath^, 
but  they  have  put  ofiF  all  kind  of  humanity,  and  are  rather 
tamed  cnonftroas  beafts ,  or  devils.  Feare  them  not 
thoiigh  their  hearts  be  fiiU  of  pride  aod  rage,  and  chough 
they  boaftneverfo  much  what  they  are,or what  they  havedone, 
or  what  they  will  doe ;  I  iay  feare  them  not,  for  thia  is  part  pf 
the  curfeofGod  that  is  upon  them,  that  thoi^h  God  figfateth 
againft  them,  they  will  not  fee  it^  they  fliallnot  fee  it  becadc 
C^intendethtodeftroy  them;  though  ju4sementi  areout  a- 
^inft  them,  yet  they  will  not  repent.  You  (mU  finde  it  divers 
times  in  the  book  oiFthe  Revelation^  that  thofe  that  foUowed 
Antichrift,  though  they  were  tormented,  all  the  judgements  of 
God  were  acaintt  them,  yet  thq  rtfcmedtM.  This  I  fay  is  the 
curie  of  Goduponfttch,  God  will  not  give  them  fepenanoe 
unto  1&,  for  they  are  the  children  of  whoiiedoffls,  wiK>m 
God  intenieth  to  have  no  mercie  upon  :  therd<»e  the 
higher  their  rage  riietbjCfac highcryour hearts  {houl(i rife againft 
them. 

fiut  wemuftgoeontothe  5.vier. 

F§r  their  mHh^  kgthfUijedthehaiFhu 

Their  mother ^  that  is,  the  State  and  the  Chisch,  far  they  Were 
bothinvolvedinone,  hath^is^  thehMtUt.  This  JiFer]  hath 
reference  two  wayes;  either  it  mav  have  reference  to  thofe 
words,  lifpiM  mteb^evtmertiemfeH  i;ibr»,/rr  not  onely  they  are, 
but  their  mother  is  defiled  with  whoredoon^  flu;  hadi  plafcd 
thehaiiut:orfe£ondly,ithatfaiefereoceoiielyto  the  tatter  part^ 
they  are  the  children  cf  whQidooies,/ir  #A#iV  muber  h^  fU^ 
ei  the  harietttkhexiXTtitsttth  to  the  reaibn  Why  God  wiU  not 
have  mercie  i^n  them^becaufetheirittodierhath  phudthc  ha^r 
lot:  or  fecondly  to  the  rcafimwhy  they. are  the  icfatkire0  of 
whordoBies,for  their  matherhathFiatd the  harlot.  Aodfron:^ 
beth  tfaefe  references  wee  have  very  ufefoll  obferlFttiobft 
for  OS. 

Thefttft,  GodcannoiecidQrcafiicceflto»iniimkaKbiefie«  I 
willnot have  inercic  upontibem.  their  mnbet  h^  fhUd  tbi 
i&ar/f/,thcyareduidrtnaf  whordomes  tfaemfelvcs^  and  their  I 
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inother  hithplaidchehadoc^  there  is  a  (bccefllon  ct  wickcd- 
uefle  tmong  them,  and  that  I  cannot  bearc.  The  ground  is,  bc- 
caofcthofethatkecpeupa  fucccflion  of  wickcdflefTe  horn  the 
mother  to  the  children>and  b  goe  on  downward,  they  are  guil- 
ty of  dl  the  wickedncileathat  went  before  them  in  that  line: 
Elfe  how  can  that  be  undeiftood  wliere  Chrift  faith  he  will 
re^ftirtMitbelfUodfromAteho  ZMchMruumf§n  tbdf gemerdti^ 
^njbat  becaufe  they  continuing  in  that  way  of  finne,  kept  up  the 
iuoceOion  of  that  finncand  fo  that  goieracipn  was  guilty  of  all  | 
^  finaes  of  that  kinde  that  went  beifbre  even  unto  ji- 
M.  Sov  the  father  is  a  whore*mafter,  and  the  child  he  pro* 
vethtobeoneCoo^smd  fogoethon,the  childeis  not  onelyguil- 
It^iofthatfimieofhisowneybotofhisfiithersand  of  his  grand* 
iathcfs,and  heis  guilty  of  aUthat  kiodeof  finne  that  is  gone  be- 
fore even  apto  die  beginning  of  the  world;  why/  Becai^ 
liekeepeth  up  the  (iicceflion  of  that  finne  in  the  world.  This 
isamoft  terrible  thing  to  oonfider  of,  enough  to  wouid  the 
Iftongeft  heart  in  the  worlds  dpecially  of  thote  that  know  they  I 
hcvebad wicked parentt*  ^^-^%i^j:>*^-v^ 

Again,  f^rrA<ir  mother  hstb  fUidtb^  Imrlet^  confideT  this 
word  i^0r,  as  having  reference  totheretfen  whv  they  are  chil- 
dixncfv/hoxdoax^tfirthfh'$mcthcr  iMhfii^  The 

oUervationis, 

.  Chikben  ufiiaUy  fsafe  according  to  their  parents ,  which  way 
dieir  pvents  go,  commonly  the  children  goe.  It  iteuiiiall 
thting  wherethereareprophanc  parents  to  have  prophaw  chil* 
dtoiyif  thcparentsfweare  tohavefweariitf  children,  ifparenta 
be  fi^iccftitious  to  have  ibperftxtiecs  children  ^  if  parents  bee 
fcomers  at  Religien,  to  have  children  Icomen  too  i  we  Sonde 
itttueinexpflrieneei&chatnew  nick«n«iBethat  isbroi^up 
on  the  godly  in  roome  of  the  former  it  is  as  frequent  ui  the 
mouthes  or  diildrenasin  others,  becauic  children  goe  accor- 
ding to  whattheir  &tlieis  ionnerly  did :  I  will  give  you  one 
Double  Text  ot  Saipture  for  this,  it  is  2Kmgs  a.aj.  When 
£Mfi4  ihc  Prophet  was  gftix^  up  to  Betkl^  thore  came 
ior^  little  children  out  oT^tu  Ckv  add  fiiil  unto 
iiam^G^cMftbmtsMJkiid^goenftkwksU-ko^  The  thing 
thati  noteitfisristhisy  thatnot  onely  the  chikirai<tidir>an3 
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fo  were  deftroyed,  (For  two  fhe-bearescame  out  of  the  witder- 
neflc,  and  tare  42.  of  them)  but  what  children  were  they  that 
did  this?  If  you  obfcrve  the  Text,  you  (ball  finde  that  they 
were  the  children  of  Bethel ;  and  what  place  was  that  ?  That  was 
one  of  the  places  where  the  calves  werefet  up,andit  wasa  place 
oJmuchfup.rftition,  and  the  childrtn  were  as  fiiperftitious  as 
their  parents :  A  place  that  had  the  name,  the  houfe  of  God,  but 
a  place  exceedingly  abufed,  and  no  place  did  more  d^encratc 
from  the  name  then  it,  it  was  a  Betha  v^en,  a  houfe  of  vanity  and 
wickednefle.    It  was  the  phce  that  was  moft  fiqwftitious^ 
and  thafe  were  the  children  that  fcorned  at  the  Prophet  :'But  we 
need  no  other  proofe  but  onely  experit  nee,  yet  there  is  oaeAp- 
tableScripturefurtherforit,/<rr.7. 18.  The  children  (faith  the 
Text)  gather  wo4>d^  the  fat  her  i  kindle  the  fire,  ami  their  mothers 
kpeaded  the  dough :  the  children  joyned  you  (ec.Pelagiict  thought 
that  there  was  no  fin  came  ii  to  the  werld  but  oneljr  by  imitati- 
on, children  imitating  their  parents.  Certainly  imitation  is  of 
great  power  and  force  to  prcvaile  with  the  hearts  of  cbildren. 
You  that  are  wicked  parents  ^  had  need  to  look  to  it  what 
you  doc  before  your  children.    He  that  finncch  before  a  child, 
Specially  a  parent^nneth  doubly ,  for  a  child  will  be  ready  to 
imitate  it^  What,  will  you  not  onely  fin  againft  God,and  be  ene- 
mies unto  him,  but  will  you  letveafuccellion,  that  when  you 
are  dead  and  gone,  Come  oiuft  out  of  your  ley  nes,  and  from  your 
bowels'^blaipheme  God  after  you  are  rotten  in  yoor  gctvcs?  iiip- 
poife  you  that  are  parents  had  i  plague  fore  upon  you,  would  you 
go  am^ng^  your  children  and  breath  upon  them^tiiiscruehy 
is  much  worfe,  will  you  go  into  your  families^andbreathin- 
fedtion  into  yo«r  children,ind  (o  make  them  like  you,and  guilty 
of  your  (innes,and  of  the  plaguet  otGod  tog^er  with  you  i  oh 
cruel  parents  I 

On  the  other  fide,  zsthrtdiorc  children  cfmheredoms,  hccm£Q 
their  mother  hath  flayed  the  horde  t^^why  then  (hould  not  children 
be  gracious  and  godly,  wko  have  gracious  ted  ^dlyparents^? 
Why  {hottid  it  not  be  faid,This  child  isa  gocUy  diild/orhis  mo- 
ther was  a  gradoufi  woman ,  his  father  was  a  godly  man  ?  You 
that  have  godly  parenti»let  this  be  your  Emcomimmpfoa  arc  god- 
ly and  gracious  children >^  and  yaa  had,  godly  and  gracious 
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parents,  this  vrill  be  your  honour  before  the  Saints.  Bat 
how  vile  is  it ,  when  it  may  be  (aid.  Here  is  a  wicked 
wretch^  yetliehidagodly  father  and  a  godly  mother;  here  is 
an  uncleane  and  filthy  liver,  yet  he  bad  gracious  parents  ? 
It  is  no  wonder  to  fay  thus,  This  man  is  filthy  ,  fiir  bis 
father  was  filthy,  and  his  mother  was  t  harlot;  But 
to  looke  upon  one  and  fay ,  Here/ is  a  whoremafter,  yet  his 
father  was  a^ godly,  gracious  man  ;  Here  is  a  harlot ,  yet 
her  mother  was  a  holy  woman ;  O  how  vile  h  this  I  I  ren^m- 
berafpeech  of  that  reverend  Mafter  Bclton^v/ho  dyed  not  long 
fince ;  It  is  reported  that  upon  his  death-bed  he  had  his  children 
Cometohim,andhefpeaVst!;us  untothcm>I  doe  beleeve,  faith 
he,  there  is  never  a  one  of  you  will  dare  to  meet  me  at  the  Tri- 
bunal! of  Chrift  in  an  unregenerate  condition.  So  let  me  fay  to 
you  that  are  evil  children  cf  godly  parents,let  me  in  their  names 
foeak  to  you ,  How  dare  you^  with  what  face  doe  you  think  you 
ihalldaretemfet  withyour  godly  father  and  gracious  mother 
before  the  judgement  teat  of  Jews  Chrift  ?  at  that  day  if  your 
godly  fatherftaiid  at  thL^right  hand  of  Chrift,  how  dare  youap- 
pesre  before  that  face  in  thejguilt  of  thofe  horrible  w  ickedneffes 
thatyoa  now  live  in^  Certamly.the  thoi^ht  of  this  hath  pOwer 
to^dnoit  your  hearts. 

.ShehMhiUniJbAmefHttj. 

The  wordinthe  Hebrew  (it  is  in  HjfhHy  andfo  it  may  be 
tranflated  tranfitively^  fignifieth,  Sbe  hath  made  afidmedy  as 
well  ztioncJhamefHUy ;  andfo  I  find  it  according  to  (omethus 
rendred^  She  hsth  made  aihamed  her  husband,  fhe  hath  made 
sfliamed  her  chiMreni  (he  hath  made  afhamed  her  fdfe,  and  all 
the£^three  may  be  meant.  Yea  I  conceive  the  intent  of  the  holy 
Ghoft  jsto  exprefle  them  slL 

Her  husband  firfl: ,  The  Church  is  the  ipoilfe  of  j  b  a  u  s 
Ch&  I  s  T,  Chriftis  the  husband  of  the  Churchy  and  yauknow 
the  Scripture  faith  that  the  weman  is  the  glery  vf  the  man.  I  re- 
member I  ga^e  you  the  meaning  of  that  heretofore  ;fo  the 
Church  beins  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift>fhoidd  be  the'glory  of  Chrifl  .* 
the  woman  £oukl  be  theglory  of  the  man^bttti  yet  being  wicked 
and  filthy  fiie  makes  her  husband  many  timcs^fhaioed.  The  evil 
of  die  wife  it  is  a  (hame  to  tHe  husbandj^  fo  the  eviLof the  Churth 
; Oo  3  .  is 
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isafliametojBsus  Christ.  TlieChucclim  Scipturcis 
called  theglorjf  of  Chnft.  %  C^rS.2jJf§mr  hrnbrtw  be  cnqui- 
red  after,  thej  mrt  the  meffengers  of  the  Chmrchaimi  theglert  ef 
ChrifiXiz^^^yfonsUthtglffry  fbaUbesJefewce.  ItOioilMbc 
fo  ^  Am  when  it  comoicth  to  be  defiled  /  k  flumeth 
Chdfi: ,  t\xxt  m'uMcAvxSc  veA^^  upon  Giitift. .  Ghrift  is 
faid  to  w^ki  inthemiidefi cfthe g0ldeMCMniltftkki^Rev^z.i^ 
Eveiv  Chisrch  is  a  Candic-fljcke,  and  it  (hoidd  [>c  a  gokko 
Canale*ftick,but  ifit  come  to  be  a  filthy  and  rufticGandle-fljck^ 
it  is  a  difhonoor  unto  ChnSc  who  walketh  amooeft  tiienu 
Wicked  nieo.do  not  fliame  Cfadfty  but  godly  (b»  My 
brethren  let  us  take  heed  of  that^  It  is  in  eviltfaiiigtobdiig 
(hame  to  our  {elves,andone  to  anodbcr^bot  to  bring  a  (hime  up- 
on Jbsus  Christ  is  the  greatcftevil.  Manyof  yoopcr* 
haps  are  aihamed  of  Chrift,  t^c  heed  yoa  be  not  a&ame  to 
Chrift.  They  are  afliamed  of  Chrift  that  are  aihained  to 
appeare  tn  the  cauic  of  Chrift;  bat  as  for  you  that  are  {o^ 
Chrift  hath  more cau(e  to  bcaihamcdofyoa«foryouaieafiiafDe 
to  him* 

It  is  true  J  cannot  deny  it  but  niany  Churches  of  God,  and 
^barbf  late  have  bmught  ibme  fhamcto  Js  s  us  Csai  sx  bf 
their  diflientions  and  hra'flions,  and  they  muft  take  (hauie  to 
them&lvesy  and  they  have  taken  (hame  to  themfelves,  they 
have  acknowledged  it  to  the  glory  0fChri(^  andin  that  regard 
in  fome  meafiire  have  w.a(hcd  o£f  that  fliiame  that  tkcf^hsfc 
broi^ht  to  Chrift. 

Again  further,  a  (hame  they  are totheir  children.  Wicked 
parents  are  a  (hame  tp  their  children ;  when  a  child  appcarcth  io 
aplace^ifitbeknownthe  chiklis  ferward,  and  cowndlyyand 
very  hopefull3  but  it  is  £iid,  would  younoc  wonder  to^  hiia 
fo  torward^thb&tlibrof  him  IS  a  beaftlydruiia£d»ailth^  whore- 
moi^er^  of  a  vile  and  malignant  ipirit>  now  the  chiideis  1^ 
fliamed  toheareof  theevil  o[  hisfather,  and  of  the  evil  of  hit 
mother;  As  fbolifli  children  arc  a  (hroie  to  their  pareots^  fi> 
wicked  parents  area/hame  to  their  childreD.  Yoa  that  have 
«acious  cfailditen  take  beed  you  be  not  a  flia  me  to  tfaem^  and  £i  a 
Ihame  toyoor  fdws. 

And  then alhaiiietoikr  ddftJbeebdtbfUidthebMriatJhe  iut$h 
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JUnefh^fmefuBj.  WhtreinhacKhcdonf  (hamcfully?!  willMe-  Led»}. 
ly  mention  one  ptrticuUr.  Certainly  that  (hameof  hers  was 
efpeciaUy  in  fubjeAing  Religion  to  carnall  palicte.  For  what 
did  Ihce  doc  ?  what  was  the  great  finne  of  the  ten  Tribes  ?  It 
was  this,  becaufe  they  w.rc^  afraid  that  if  they  did  go  up  to 
Jerufaltmto  worfliip,  the  feofU-mmUthindcfan  fromthehoufi 
pflerohedm^  f  thi  heufe  ofDavii^  therefore  out  of  pohticall  re* 
gards  they  would  have  the  worfhip  fetupat  Han  and  Btthil^ 
there  they  would  have  Calves,  they  muft  not  go  up  to  lerufdlem 
the  place  which  God  had  appoioted  to  worfliip  in,  bat  at  Dm 
dndBetbcL  This  was  a  meere  politique  fetch,for  they  could  not 
but  acknowledge  that  God  did  require  that  they  (hould  wor(hip 
at  IfTufdUm  where  the  Temple  was,  and  there  wasnoother 
reafon  why  they  wo^ld  worfliip  at  Dan  and  Be$het^  but  nieerly 
out  of  State  policie  that  they  might  prevent  the^  people 
from  goii^  backe  to  the  houie  ot  Dsvid,  and  indeed  they 
did  profeft  to  much  themfelves.    Here  then  they  did  fiMimt^ 


Theobfervation  then  from  hence  is, that  for  governont  or  any 
to  (lib  jeft  Religion  to  policy  is  a  fliamefuU  thing.    It  is  fliame- 


Okftr. 

full  to  make  ReHgion  an  underhngiand  to  make  poUicie  the  headr  T^CXM 
Perhaps  thL7  call  this  wildome,  a  prudentiall  way ,  we  muft  Bck  Q^^V 
carefull  and  wife  to  forefee  inconveniences  that  may  follow.  v/ 

But  what  if  God  give  it  another  name  ?  God  may  give  it  a 
name  of  a  bale  temporizing ,  a  name  of  folly  and  wicked- 
ntlT^cto  fubj.d  Religion  to  policy  itis  fliamefull,  becaufeit 
abafcth  jhat  which  is  the  great  honour  of  any  Countrey ,  it 
makes  ii'  an  underling  :  what  is  the  excellency  of  man 
but  Religion  ?  what  is  the  excellency  of  a  Country  but 
Religion?  and  what  hath  England  been  glorious  for  more 
then  for  Religion  i  Now  to  put  the  excellency  of  %  tfang^ 
under  an  inreriour,  this  is  (hamefulU  to  put  the  Crown 
that  is  for  th;:  head  under  ones  foot  is  a  diiboneur  to  it  .- 
although  a  thing  hath  in  it  fdfe  but  little  excellency,  if  it 
be  brought  beneath  it  fdf  under  other  things  that  have  not 
fo  great  an  excellency  in  thcm,it  makes  it  vile. 

And  (kamefull  alfo  it  is  becaufe  it  holdetk  forth  this,  that  we 
dare  not  truft  God  for  eur  civill  cftate  and  for  our  peace, 
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th«refore  Religion  muft  come  under, 
'  Shameful!  it  is  again  bccaufe  it  is  grode  folly ,  for  there  is 
ho  fach  way  to  breede  difturbance  in  a  politicke  ftatc ,  no 
fuch  way  to  undoe  a  State ,  as  to  make  Religion  an  under- 
ling to  policic.  Was  it  not  fb  here  ?  That  very  way  that 
they  tooke  to  uphold  their  f>olicie  was  the  way  to  deftroy 
their  State,  and  did  deftroy  it  atlaft^  even  their  corrupting 
dFGods  worftiyp.  What  caufc  had  they  then  to  be  aOia- 
ined  of  this,  that  God  (hould  take  that  which  they  .thought 
to  heipe  themfelves  by ,  and  make  that  the  very  thing  that 
(hould  caufe  their  mine  ?  And  certamly  it  will  be  fo ,  they 
that  are  of  the  deepeft  and  politikeft  fetches  and  reaches,  \i 
they  thinketofecure  themfelves  and  preferve  their  peace,  out 
of  that  principle,  ib  as  Religion  muft  come  under,  and  muft  be 
ferviceable,it  will  appeare  at  laft  they  do  (hamefuUy,  God  will 
make  them  aftiamed  of  it  one  way  or  other,  it  will  bee  the  oncly 
way  to  undpe  themfelves  and  us.  I  confeffe  in  matters  of  Reli- 
gion there  are  fome  commands  that  are  affirmative  precepts : 
Thefe  though  they  do  lignrc  femfer^  yet  not  adfemfiTy  tljcre  is 
not  a  necemty  that  at  every  time  and  inftaot  they  (hould  bee 
urged,  fo  that  it  may  be  that  a  people  may  bee  in  fuch  a  frame 
that  men  cannot  but  by  d^rees  bring  in  a  reformation  to  tlie 
Jieighth  of  it^  and  then  it  is  not  carnall  policie  to  bring  in 
fuch  wayes  of  God  gradually,  as  are  commanded  by  affirmative 
precepts ;  but  negative  precepts  hinde  femftr  and  ddfemfir,  and 
the  State  muft  look  to  that,  that  they  do  nothing  againit  Chrift 
out  of  policie,  that  they  do  not  hinder  by  any  pofitive  Law  the 
way  ot  Chri[l,for  thoughCfariftmay  be  willing  to  forbearc  fome 
ordinances  for  a  tine,  and  he  doth  it  out  of  mercy  to  a  people^he 
faith  he  will  have  mercy  and  not  facrifice,  but  Chrift  will  ne- 
ver bcare  that  there  (hodd  be  any  thing  done  againft  fiim  in  that 
time.  If  they  (hould  but  of  any  State  policie  to  preferve 
peace,or to  gratify  anevillparty,iacrificaany  part  ^Rcllgion,or 
any  godly  perfon,  this  will  prove  a  (hamefuU  tbing>  Chrift  ac-^ 
countes  it  fo,  and  whofbever  doth  fo  will  be  afhamed  of  it  at  the 
laft.No  w  my  brethren,  why  fhould  notGod  be  trufted?let  us  look 
at  Religion  in  the  firft  place,  and  fo  pray  we  that  thofe  who  are 
our  refarmers  who  have  power  in  their  hands  may  never  prove 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


to 


^^ 


fki  fr^kiJU  tf  Ho  %  M  k. 


cobrpdtjraftiutihainefallwty  of  putting  Reli^on  under 
pikk*  I  wili  give  yon  a  nbttblc,  ext m pie  in  Scripture  about  ^ 
It.  It  is  bfi.  5.  WhmlsJbMM  had  brought  the  people  of  Ifratl 
over  Jordan  (that  you  know  was  the  very  b^inning  of  their  ' 
entrance  into  Canaan)  now  as  Cbonc  as  they  were  broi^ht  un*  , 
totbtbordeisoffchelandi they  were. to  encounternvith  all 
their  enein]es;«axidyou.inay  imagine  that  when  lajhtta  had  pa(^ 
fed  the  river  the  people  n^ght  thin'ke  that  all  the  Countrey 
would  be  about  their  eares^one^  would  thinke  then  that  policie 
would  have  taught  tbem  to  lay  afide'all  thoughts  of  Religion, 
andtolooke  to  their  enemies  that^wnrat  hand,  if  ever  they 
wrreoutragious  they  would  be  then;  and  therefore  nowl^tus 
minde  nothing  but  arming  oiir  fdves  againfl  them .-  But  mark 
now  God  goeth  another  Way  to  Wccke,  as  foone  as  thiy 
<weie  goneoYet  Jordan,  and  w^Dd^xip  the  borders  of  the.  Land 
oiCanaao,theymu(lg6cand'^Jrtanki/jr  fhemfilner^.zndyou 
know  whan  thsy  wtre  ckcumcifrd  they  were  fore  thatthey 
could  not  fighn  SimeiM\nd  Levi  deUroyed  a  whole  City 
when  they  werecircumcife d,they  were  not  then  in  a  pofture  of 
fighlln^or  defendingthemfelves^  but  hy  at  the  mercie  of  their 
enemies.  But  this  was  Gods  wif dome.Nay  iurt  her,  they  mud 
goc$ndks^tihepajff9vertoOj  they  muft  mind  and  tendReli* 
gien  t  And  marKeyou  (hall  flnde  in  the  latter  end  of  the  Chap- 
ter, that  after  ^^4^&ici{  henecircttmcifed  and  kgft  the  Pa^eover, 
XhA^fpf^^thonef  UfhuA  with  a  dranrnjwardy  and  faith  hee, 
Immtbe  Cdftdinof  the  Lords  Hp/f /.Then  the  Captaine  of  the 
Lords  Hoft  appeareth  te  fight  for  them  when  they  had  once  o- 
b^ei;*:  whereas  had  they  ncglefted  Ciicumci(ion  and  the 
Paffifover^and  thought  of  fighting  onely,they  might  have  miffed 
gf  the  Captain  of  the-Lords  Hofts  to  have  foi^ht  for  them ,  and 
whtt:would  hivcbecome  of  them  then  }  So  you  feeGod  would 
haveiisinind  Religiomn  the  moft  dat^crous  times,  and  though 
wethinkewee  mm  minde  our  peace  and  fafety,  and  lay  our 
handsapononriwordsfordurdefence,  yet  let  us  bee  carefiill 


2^9 


uet. 


c,''i 


u 


lenm^Tl^hwiMrffhiScrihsanJPharifis,  rndtbeitavenvf 

?p  Herffd 

Digitized  by  VjOC 


99^ 


Cbfip,t. 


<:. 


jifhE)ifit/kiU^^  ^ 


iv\ 


Hirnl:  The'letfveaof  tke  Soibci  thd  P|ba&s  !tt«^^ 
in  Church  fttfayrs,  the  learenof  H^^m/is  coiniptioniinRdigf'- 
ontoo>  but  in  order  to  the  Cofflinbn-Wtfalm»  in  bdhgidg 
ai^lcrthc  thingtof  Godtotfae  afijFCSof  tfaeStitc,  Ibrinthis 
Hirfd  wts  like  ler^hsm^  he  was  afraid  o(  his  kingdom  s 
iWohHm  wis»  lie  had  nany  way^railctsdats  to  kicepidflo> 
ielfe  in  that  Idi^omi:  as  Itrviomm  lutd^  and  many  did 
cleave  to  Hfroi  m  Ins  t>lotSi  as  Iftari  davb  to  lfr$imm 
in  his,  therefore  fines  Cbri&^tMkf  luti  ttbt  oneiy  •f  the 
Um/cH  «/  tbc  Sarittt  Mi  Vbmifi$  k^^thi  ittmrn  kf  O^ 
red.  Andtt.inay  betfaelorft&wQStoopronertft  wapes  of 
(innehill  compliraces^eTeD  raidy  to  harvc  faciificed  mucb  of 
his  worship  and  n;my  of  hit  ^nts  for  the  obtaining  pcMa 
in  the  State ,  and  To  to  faavefalne  offfrom  that  refon^uoion 
that  both  God  and  his  ffople  ocpeAcd^  faeAcebalMhtd»i 
the  work  jatcx  Ms  kfMi  kmhihc  will  bring  about  Ids^o^im 
work^  tfaonh  it  amj  coft  us.dmir,  whokiKywcaliow*mMcl 
Wood?  • 
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O^  thmits  4g«iQft  Ifiad  t«  «m4^  im  Ms^mldtr^ 
0fis 0ti^j^,n7lrk  l^mi^  ^f^  bcpfwkh  Mrfk^  in 
thr  }•  vffi^l^Ammmfrcju  her  dMlkiU^  k  iIm 
4tvauTJbcmibn  ^Miii^  {901^^  tmriMrbi^ flayed 
rM  ^^^.  ia  the  ^ixgityiJbg^sf this  5.  t^^^  we 
Jif}]^^'  (;h^^l^  dfy#  ;  Qftr^  in  A.  word  to  giiw  youonc  f)oce 
62^4iM^:^M'iAfe        licre^  thit  we«l»ikved  not  be- 

^^e^^iBimitieoftheCluvch  and  dviU  State  is cdkd.^^ 
tlffff:^miSi!af^^^Bi^m  ptivaw  peo- 

ple aieastbe  dHliitoWK>(tba$  Mother^ .  to  we  opcmdttiiuiie  k- 
owi'isr-'.  IlvMWwyatipnia 

:W't(l^«li»ff flfM0W&  'Shejiihaild  l£ive«he  atfbd^ 
<ffi^t9At|^^tuljfi/Mkenwditoh^^  thofe  thiag»that  eoh- 
*Qe?iM(i,4H!  w)fo»^9C.6t^te«c-Giiurok  (hotMbtftberuiet^ 

-,  »  viftrttii  generstion  that  fecketoeateoutthebowvlsof 
*«M*i»^,  kH  fM  buMteJariakt  teciN*,  «iV"»^  35.14.  i 

'*WTOWWte»*eftt|«JiwaUfcA('t^^  «*fp«^ 

'«r(ffiJi!r4lJ^|l^<^aM4>aowneUii8<iay  Htr-oir;*!/*- 
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joync  with  a  Malignant  party  ta  btipg  fiich  wofnll  confufion 
and  trouble  even  to  out  Mnher.  We  may  fay  to  themiuftiy  as 
SahI  faid  unto  lonathaH  paflionately^  T^m  children  of  the  re^ 
beUioM  snd  ferverfe^  wkj  b^j^chtfmtojojm  with  them 
forthiconfuftondfjour  Mothers  ndks^ffeffef  Ijct  us  do  what 
we  can  to  helpe.    Shall  we  (ee  her  bowels  tornc  and  not 
ftirre  at  all?  She  calleth  ttoy^  to  tts  to  come  and  helpe  hcr^  and 
let  us  know  that  it  k  go  ill  with  her»it  cannot  go  well  with  us.  I 
If.  the  Mothers  breaU  thoioogh  feme  incurable  iiifeiie  ^ttiA  I 
bccut  otf>  thetender  Father  rakes  away  thechildreii*and  will  | 
mtriiitfbi'  them  to  bcholj^  the  torture  bt  th^ir another; Who 
knowes  but  that  this  hath  bcene  Gods  end  in  taking  away 
tisJear^  children  infbrmertimes,  btcaufe  he  Would  not  have 
their  tender  hearts  to  fee  £>  miich  forrow  and  evill  as  (houldbe* 
tall  tbcir^^ift^  »^  And  wh^t  ^^od  fiathreftrved  us  to  ice  in  the 
fuft<ritJ^(^iE>iiriMi9/ihrrwed6  not  know.    Howfeeverlctiiot 
hit  fuikr.by  ttSy  let  notherfuffirrfpr  want  ofoor  helpej-let 
not  her  fii^r  without  bs^  let  not  ushe  fo  unaaturali  as  to  be 
every  one  ihiftii^  for  himCtlfe,  for  the  private  s^id  pacticolary 
QC^c<%Q|  t^e  publtque,  thccomtnnnitie,  negHefting  out  M9r 
ther  that  fhouli  be  as  dicare  to  us  as  the  bowels  out  of  wttich 
we^came*  *    .•        :  ' 

Shee  h4uhdone  fh^mefmUj.  Wee  (hocdd  have  the  aflefttoiis  of 
children  to  her  though  ilie  hath  done  (hatnefiilly • 

But  Further.  Here  you  have  the  amplifkatton^  her  w6ord^ 
dovSkts^  Ihfh^hfUidehehirJtt^  tl^lo  fisf^u  fifc'hiithdone^ 
fbjmufHij  :  The  latter  cMd  cf  the  verfif  is  by  way 'o(  pr6ba« 
tion  of  this  amplification^ for  how  doth  it  appeare  (he  hath 
done  (hamefolly  ?  ffnjbee  bdh  fidi,  1  wU  r#  4$er  m^  h^ 
vers^  ^fi.  F<Mr  the  firft  then,  (hisanp^thcatiof^  ot  *er 
whoredomc^ ' her whdrdomeis.&diasisySUiR»^  Hcn^  fitft? 
obfcrye    .   •    v.    :      ..  ,.  '  ^    •  ^  •■•  •  }\  -  '-'  ''! 

\  TJHittftifte,  Jbut  trpectally  whoredome  is  a  ftikmeftfltliir^. 
Pro  \  3  5>  A  wicked  mdnuUmbfime^  ^nd  commeth  to  pHtme  r 
VtoA^i^.Sinm itnrepro4sbtoMnMiion^  ortonnj  fepfk-^ Sinnjr 
ofusowii  natnrclet  ttfae  whatit  wiUbe^it  is  ihamfctit^i :  ^/ucb 
xhorc  thcflb  whoncdome^  tojpkaiy  thehi(rldi^<fdi  all  iiiihc  doth' 
l^wncainani  Ubdng^hiiilbcncaththcaKieUencyo^tteafiy  it 
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is  contrary  totheinfi^ecfGodfti  ittdi^  to  tbftt  Mrberrih  tipe    Left.  4. 
hoQCair,bcattty,^ofy  doth  coti(^.  It  makes  nien  vile.  I  WfU  give 
you  bat  oneTe^ct  for  it,  2)4^.  1 1 .11.  MndiltitifimimifinviU 
p^«.Whovrflsthtt?If  wastco&rding.toititrrpretcri,  Ami^ 
chm  BfifhMkes  ^  ttiejgreat  %kt^iSli}h^\z^v4jttdn;il£fnp»f^^^ 
Ufefhw  xA\s  p^  that  the  SsimanMrn- when  thejr  were  in  itrtJ  ;  sin  caufet 
ger  of  (ufftriagfrotn  him  bccaufe  h^  thought  them  to  bejawes^    Auune. 
they  wrote  to  fajm  in  this  mzrsitt.ToAmiuhm  thi  mi^iy  G^di 
arid  bis  tery'E^ither,  ^pifbdfusy  it  as  muck  in  our  Bnglifti  as 
//riijfr^M#,Anfiochus^tfaehliiftriods>:tke  fa«ious,  bright  in^his 
gftry :  its  that  was  (b  lUoftrioua  and  (b  great  a  Priiicej  that  wat 
writtenimtoas  the  mighty  God,  yet  in  the  Scripture  laiiiguage 
bein^  ^ckedheis4tri/«  p^^*    •     •»  ' 

It  is  alp  ciall  note  of  one  that  is  fit  i#  dmit  im  G$dsM$mudiH^ 
of/j^thatisaSaiiit//^/42.'t5«4.to  be  abfeto  feethevileneffe 
of firt  thorough  lUthe^bPfrot  t^  world^imipbcfitjerMvUeffr^ 
/im  id  ^9mtmn€i%  *  Simie  is  a  (hamct)ecaUfe  it  decrivt  til  a  man^ 

[  ^  ii»$pttkiHg$  whtre^f  jm  4rid^td9neJf  It  i$t  good  figne  dt 
!  graceto  be  able  to  fee  into  the  deceits  of  linne ,  fo  as  to:bo  f ilta^ 
|mtd<>titr '  Biitj  thMgh  Mllift  beihairtefullyyec  whcx-edogie 
;e^>ectiUyiaildtAateitherbbdityv>rf{^*t^^  :       <     .' 

•  Kift'  bodlty,  tl|c  pxpreflioA  t^f  JbawtrfMBtief  though  efpe- 
diallYif  aynieth  at  t^feir  Idoitti^  ,  ytt  it  hath  its  rife  from 
bodiW  whorhlom,  if  that  ^er6  not'  .ih^mthill  >  the  »•* 
l^^flten^bitdiJotbefiliU;  t^Vih^i^fi^ed  ihtb4rUe\  And 
JM^fidttMfUtyl  Vif^.6:k^4  Whoy  cnrn/mtufb  adultery  i*i$k 
sihw^M^idcJ^ih^MmUtfiMfdiHg,  bet  tbdt  daib  it  defirpjetb 
bu  ^wn-fimli^  dhiifpmnd^Md'Sjbmiam'  JImi  be  gef^  Mmi  bis  re^ 
frsduA/bsMmt  life  wifedm^ay^  :  It  makes  one  to%e  as  one  cf  the 
\kd^»iri^^t^i-'Amt4{(iil1^^f^^  jtrnftpudepedbtit) 

'ifpbiibe^/bdaie4Hfid$yfi4^ 

^•ireefH^/eeJeriM^JpmUi'S^dPPK^i^i^i.   yfiMirnilhoilghaKings:         . 
fonne^  thoa^^h  ab^aVegiltantJyet  byhtsurtdearmrfehe  maket  ^^^  ^  £  »- 

\hringihe hii^eaf  d lAie^e ; ^n^i^^kf  ftid efd  hfgi'Ant^  r$bthemf€ 
xef  Uit  Ufd^^^y  «i^i^ii»dflMb^^tisge<tier/  fO:  Sftipturei 
Mng^  tAiktif\)Mkfi6>)j6dtfj^ 
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tnd  It  is  no  bifid^rancc  but  ^  furthcran^^  u>  tbej^wetr  vx  lVcli-i 
cion  to  kecpc  clo'e  to  C  ods  foime ,  and  if  wee .  woutd  coinc  \o 
know  w^tt  are  Gods  Ordinances  (wccry  oirf/)  that  wc  could 
but  kDQW  what  \s  the  right  wiay J|  this  i$one wa}^  for  joato 
knpw :  Firi^be aflaai^^dofwhat you  have c)onq ,*Be,a(hame4 
ofyour  former  ^alfewxprftiip^  and  then  Go<l  wiUOiewyduthe 
ordinances  of  his  Houfci  &  the  true  beauty  of  his  true  wdrihi^: 
till  then  there  are  fo  matiy  diftindions^and  cvaHonSyand  obj[eft> 
ons  that  they  never  cometoundcrfta6d  it:wben  Goc)  humbleth 
the  heart,  and  makes  afliamedof  whit  hath  been  naiklu  Uicce^ 
all  the  diitinftions^andevanon^j  and  objeAions  yanim  away  as 
the  mill  before  the  fdnne. 

And  the  more  excelletit  the  Lord  is^  and  thofe  ordinances 
are  from  which  wee  doe  depart,  the  more  (hamefull  is  that 
GtUe  wotihip  that  our  h<.aits  doc  decline  nnto»  ^hu 
hath  done  JhamffHtlji ,  why  i!  ihe^e.  Uth  forfakcfn:  iiicb  ft  hof^ 
band,  ihee  hath  foifak^a  the  Lor<(  lis  us  C  h  &  I  s  t 
who  is  fa,  lovely  ,  ihee.  hath  foriaken  the  HtSLii  ordi- 
nances that  God  hath  sppointed^and  turned  herfelfc  to  ft- 
^ties  of  h^c  own*  C^iirr,  5 .  i6.  Chrift  is  there  faid  to  bee 
Mtogcth(rUv€lj^ihcXti%  lovelin;.(re  enoi^  in  ChriA  to  iatis* 
fy  the  foule  for  ever  ^  and  Ez^k.  y'ao.  Af  fmr  tht  btmiiafbu 
^rmmctu  ffpcaking  ot  Cods  Ordinances  in  his  TempL)  befit 
it  in  MsjefijJ^ntthejm^de  Oie  images  ^fiifirakprninathtf^AMd 
rf  their  det^aUe  things  ihereh.' .  OK  hqw  iliainefiiU  was 
this  I  tliis  ffxcwcth  the  Jharaefijllneit  orit^  becauie  Gedfit  the 
ieMty  of  hie  ornament  in  Ma^eftj,  The  ordinances  of  God 
tbnthe  appointed  himfelt,they  areGods  ornament ,  .they  are  rbe 
.^  ,   /  ""       nsmenifetm 

usisibamc^. 

^    II    ■• -    .^    >     .  w—        .- t\;     '        .        . 
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SbeeJbAtk  donefis^^Bj^  for  fiee  h^th'faUj^uitn^thvB}. 
H^e  is  impljiedf  tlbat  the  ihui^  4Q9<^was  noc  odwly  ft^amehiUsi 
but  that  (he  wa$|hamplc^inth^t(h?  had  4ooe,j  f^^M^J^r. 
led^tich^i^n  Mfi^nef^fim^  .  Txipm 
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Sin,efpeciaUy  whoredome  either  bodily  or  ipirituall^  being 
let  tlbne  to  grow  tot  height,  will  grow  to  an^impudeocic; 
thofethat  continue  in  thefe»  will  jgrow  not  onely  to  do  Ihtmc- 
fiiUy^but to  be  {hamelefle  in  their  cfoinga,  l€r6.i$*  JVerc  tbej  4- 
fidmedwhen  thij  cmtfmmed  Abomndtion  i  No,  th^j  wprenotdt 
MBaPfdmei/iHther  could tbejbtft/h.ht  firft  finne  mayfcemc  to 
be  t  little  (hame-faced,  but  afterward  it  growcs  braien-taccd ; 
modefl  a  little  at  the  fuft,  but  boldj  and  impudent^  and  da- 
ring afterward*  Traej  indeed  if  men  ihould  be  told  before- 
hand what  they  would  doe  afteru'ard,  they  would  be  ready  to 
by  as  HozmI  to  the  Prophet^  Am  I  a  dead  dofr  thdt  Ijboulddo 
ibis  /Their  hearts  would  even  fhaki^  at  the  thought  of  it :  yet 
when  fin  hath  hardned  their  hearts  but  awhUe^  they  will  doe 
it,  and  that  .with  open  face  too.  Whoredome  yea  know  at 
firiik,  it  is  that  that  every  mairbluQieth  at,  but  within  a  while* 
unckan  ones  can  mike  their  boafl:  of  their  (ilthynefle.  But 
eipecially  fpiritaall  whordome,  the  corruption  of  Godswor* 
inip  at  firft  may  be  a  little  modeftj  but  fee  to  what  2^  height  it 
^owes  if  in  time  this  be  not  prevented.  I  will  give  you  a  no* 
table  example  of  this »  and  thatispf«f0/M0#ifhimrelfe.  At  the 
firf);  we  fhaU^finde  Solomon  very  modefl  in  the  matter  of  ido- 
latry. 2  Chroft.  8. 1 1,  the  Text  faith  there>  that  he  brought 
up  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  out  ol  the  City  of  David  to  the 
iSoufehehadbuiltfor  her^  for  he  faid^  Mj  wiff/haB  not  duvei 
Hf  t^ehfftfi  of  David  King  of  Jfrael,  why?  becaufi  the  fUca 
an  holj  whereunto  the  Arke  of  the  Lord  hath  come.  Marke 
howcarffiill.^^/^an^ir  was  ofanypoUutioni  of  any  thing  that 
had  any  feeming  holinefle  in  it;  My  wife  (hall  not  fo  much 
as  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  David,  I  have  fo  much^efpeft  to 
th«  Arke  of  God^  to  the  wor(hip  of  God/  to  thofe  places 
that  are  holy,  that  my  wifeflialinot  fo  much  as  dwell  there; 
But  oh  what  didSolomn  grow  unto  after  wsrdihe  fuflfered  Ido- 
latry moft  fhamefiillyVas  we  ftiall  iinde  i  l^i^g*  1 1  5  •  there  the 
textlaith,  that  he  went  after  Albtoreth  thegoddejfeof  theZi- 
donians^  and  after  MiUom  the  abomination  of  the  Amorites,  and 
imiltahiffhflacefor  Chemojh  the  abomination  of  Moab  in  the^ 
hiithat  td  before  lerMfalfm^jwA  there  he  built  It  too,  as  if  it  had 
bin  in  defiance  ta  the  temple  of  God  -and  his  true  worOiip^ 
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Chap.2.  tnd  thtt  frr  M^iech  the  ay^minktUn  eftbrchiidnn  efAm^ 
wren;  tnd  thns  he  did  &ith>  the  text,  ver.  8.  fir  sffhu  firmigi 
irives  whkhkMrnt incifife^mA  faerificei  $mf  -their  g^dr.  This 
(hamcftillttcfle  He  iv»gf onvti  ante.  And  thns  wcfccit  m  ex- 
pcrience;howfeTC  aremcn  in  their  w^yesoFfcpcrft 
At  firftitis  onely  decency^that  is  all  they  plead  for ;  weft,  after- 
ward it  rifeth  from  decency  torfigniffcancy,  that  is  a  little  father, 
to  put  men  in  minde.  Thirdfy ,  from  f^nificancy  it  nftth 
todficacy,toftirreupthedul  minde  of  man :  Fourthly,  fiom 
efficacy  ^  it  rifeth  to  neceffity ,  that  now  it  mx&  be  cbnt, 
and  the  worfhip  of  God  cannot  be  without  it ,  and  there 
(hall  be  no  srdinanee  ,  no  adimtiiftration  at  dl  without 
it.  Deccncv,  fignificancy^  efficacy,  and  neceffity,  thus  it  rifeth 
to  be  (hamemll  at  lafl.  So  amongfl:  the  Papifts  in  their  traditip- 
ons,  furdy  at  firft  onefy  t hey  wolfld  come  #ith  this  atgpnicnti 
What^ will  you  not  regard  t4iem  as  you  would  do  other  bookes 
and  other  Hiftories  ?  they  are  the  traditions  of  our  forefathers  j 
butat  length  they  cametothis,  in  the  fourth*  Seffion  of  the 
CouncellofTrent,  theSynod  deih  takedndhcnmrthtb^^awf 
the  oldandnew  Tefikmentj  and  the  traStimf  of  the  F£tberf,witb 
etfnd^  affp£Km(^fpietj'  stitd  reverence  atthef  d^t^hm.  \Fo  tffis 
(hamcfallnes  they  grew  to«tlaft.  Akdifii  lor  worftiipingof 
Images,  why,  it  is  it  for  the  decency  of  Cfaurdicstoliaf  etheiQi 
and  they  art  butto  putyoninfmindeat  tKe  moft;  but  at  lei^tfc 
they  came  to  this^theie  are  thei^ery  vjotisjthe  ffumehmmttr  amw  , 
tPthelmngeandtetheBxemflwr. 

Laftlyjhrom  this  amplificaaionthat  (he  RattrclonefliamefUk; 
When  mej!  do|rrow(hamelefllei  impudent  in  evil ,  thereisiicoe 
hope  of  them,    Jwithavena  mercy  ttfvn  them^  W1^  ?  For  they 
hare  done  thus,  they  are  grown  thnsimpudimt.    Itisageod 
thing  to  keep  the  bridle- of  (hame  as  long  as  wt^canq^on^onr 
children  and  fenrants,  and  any pfourinferioimi:  thtreroirtakc 
Idem  ho-  I  tbisonc  inlhuftion  with  yoi%  be  not  too  ready  torcbokesod 
Mf  debt' '  cha(lifeyourfervatits,yourchiMren,inreptt>achfuUmamierbe^ 
fore  others,  ktk  you  bru^  tfar m  to  that,  that  they  (haH.  Gx  they 
•have  no  honour  to  lofe  ^  and  then  there  is  Uttle'  hope  of  tkem  :  . 
Evermore  keepe  inch  a  hand  over  yoat  children  andftrvants  it  I 
as  they  may  (ee  they  havcfome ttlpefttalofc,  tfaartfaey  may  not  I 
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be  fi)*(fai8icdbjr  ]FOD,iif  fin-thcm  to  think  they  cannot b^  worfr, 
thqr  caaoot  bee  more  iiigraced  y  there  is  no  fuch  wiy  to 
bcHig  tJK«  to  grow  dei^aate  as  tfait  is.  It  is  very  ^leat 
wiidoaie  m  ijovecnom  to  keepc  the  bridle  of  fluune 
Ulty  and  not  Co  let  thofetaxncs  goe^  and  this  isthe  realbn 
tlmparBtide'^weUotGaok^nr^leidoffle  or  never  coaeto 
goM^  why?  becaofetliey  have  no  bridle  to  keepethem  in  /they 
Mveloftalltfieirfaoaoar  and  they  ctnloTe  nosK>re,  and  there 
jsnoratioiiallcreatare  bat  would  havehooanr^theveisnotthe 
fluaneft  fovant  fou  have  but  hath  a  kiude  of  re^iedl:  to  honour, 
and  that  willdoe  more  then  blows  exceptthey  be  grown  to  be 
veiybeafts* 
Bsthowdocfaheprovethatitiiaiamefali?  ^has^  F^fitt 

PwfieekMhfifidiHmte  fiift.  Ddibeiateiinaare  aiofl:  {hame- 
MfiDa.Thii]iaiptoofeofherlhamefiiInefe,b^  whidi 

Iber  hath  done  Ace  hath  deneupenddiibctatiou,  ftveiaidfliefc 
WMlddoethasandtha8,flieconfideredbt£brewhi^fliee  woidd 
doe^yetflicwottkl  doeit.  Wickcdncfle  cwnmitted  iItmi* 
ift^lH^#Ar«M/7/li#,ofpn^^  Oiane*- 

UA.  GiU.  6.U.  ltiiUf4of  godly  men  that  they  may  bee 
tfVCttriMiwithafmtlt;  Jfamatiih ^PirtdksmwM^^famh.  It  if 
onethinet^beovertalcea  withaftme^aiid  another  ttung  to  ovetv 
takeafinne;  a  gracious  heart  may  have  finne  overtake  it^bnt  it  is 
aflMiflKleffifheait#iatbveit^8fimie. '/ 

^ttoxAVfiSlMbMhfmitmttfPi.  Whoisdosne either bodity 
or^^iiiiadiiMlfiiflaf  v«7  wilfisU 

FtM>lict9ffi9  what  they  caf3,let  them  talkecixtthairyexyhearts^ 
IwiH»*reii»imn4eiIwittfi>U4Win^to^^^  i 

-  -Thds  k  it  with  Tjodily  Whorfcdon»  TAofe  who  apeguikf 
in  this  oTfi^  grow  eatrdBun  W]IM1«   Prw.^.  t9.Nmm 

f0ih,rfi^.  Ictsa  flioft  dteadftil  Scrijptare  agu^ 
teref«aAdmicleaneoiK8»T1ieif  iaiMf^*  fidth  the  Text /make  it 
ootioW  wmwM,t«hei^  is  HPtfftbsfrtemm^herr^Ufnkrm^ 
wAktrt^At^Md^thpiAs  ^/^:tb#fe  tttthe  W^^KSof 
the  Holy  GM«t  I  leavethe  word^With  fc^^fr99.  %%.  zj. 
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ji  where  is  a  deefc  ditch ,  and  a  firange  wmm  is  4  nurrnp  fit : 
they  ctnnotcafily  get  out,  nor  will  they  cafily  get  out  they  are 
ib  plunged  in.a  Pet.  2. 14.  Eyes  full  efadulterj  that  CMnnat  ceafe 
tofinne :  why  cannot  they  ceaie  to  ffnne?  it  is  not  becaufe  they 
have  a  heart  but  no  power»but  their  wills  are  brought  into  that 
bondage  and  fubjeAion  that  they  cannot  will  othenvife .-  there- 
fore Ez^kzAj'  1 1  •  we  find«  that  though  the  waters  9/  the  Sam^ 
Hudrj  were  very  healiftjr^vet  faith  the  Text,  the  mirie  places  atid 
the  marjtes  were  net  heaieiy  miry >filthy ,  undeane  hearts  are.ve* 
ryfeldome  healed  by  the  waters  of  the  Sanftuary.    I  reoieai* 
berof/Mnreporteth  that  there  was  a  whore  that  did  boaftthat 
(hee  could  eafilygetfcholars  away  hom  Seerates  y\j\A  Seer  ate s 
could  get  no  fcholar  from  her»  none  of  her  followers.  It  is  true^ 
that  a  whore  is  prevalent,  and  when  (hee  hath  once  gotten  them 
it  is  almoft  impofliblc  to  get  them  away  from  her.  Therefore 
thatplaceHr^.6.that  fpeakesof  that  finne.that  is  imfoJpiUte 
have  repentance^  TertuBian  interprets  it  to  be  no  other  but  the 
iinneofuncleannefTe:  The  author  of  this  Epiftle  (faith  hee) 
knew  no  premife  of  fecond  repentance  to  the  acidterer  and 
(bmicator;  that  is  his  ezpremon ,  fliewing  h0\iir  ordinarily 
thdfe  that  are  guilty  of  that  (inne  and  are  giveo  up  to  it ,.  grow 
wilfoll  in  it :  And  therefore  in  Ephef.  4. 1 9.  thete  two  arc  put 
tOfftixtXyheingjafk  feelings  anibaving  given  themfelVM  ever 
telafeivieufnepandtevantenmife^  wantons  ufiiallygcowpaft 
feeling. 

Andfor^fpirituall  adulteiy»that  nfually  it  veiy  wilfuU  toog 
forthofethatareieftbyGod  to  that  way  <^faUe  worftiip,  to 
SuperfUtiontndldolatry^thejrfeldoiBereruiiie  again  but  grow 
exceeding  wiliuU  in  that  wickednefle.  You  have  a  notable 
Text  for  that^rr.44.itf^i7i  the  people  iaychere57itiMr#//i&M 
kaftf^ekin^e  m  in  theinameefthe  Lerd  We  wittnu  hearer  Jmtwea 
wiUdoewha^eevertemmetbetttef  ettr  &wn,m$nth^  teinmein^ 
cenfe  to  the  ^^tteene  ef  heaven*  ,  Wc  willgoe  on  in  that  way  to 
bume  Inceofeto  the  Queene  of  heaven  taBc  aslong  ^s  you  will. 
Andfo  youiiaveit  TfrWf^ao.  ff.^i(%\!ih(ae^jpaffe  ever  the 
iJUs^efihittini{,anifff»a9tdfiitdfm^KeJar>y^^  ce^/iJer  diii^ 
gantij^  andfeieij%betw te ifiicb^a  thiMg^\lHaih  a,  ti^eM ,4ih^ged 
thdrgeds^  wlmhje$  are'ne  geds  !  Men  «:^  fctlcd  in  the  wayes  of 

Idolatry 
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Idolttiy  >and'wil  nctcr  give  over  the  worfliiping  of  their  gods; 
hn^j^mbMef&rfmksnme :  therefore  hAftmfiedO jt  heavens  Mt 
this,  andbeje  harritly  afraidy  be  je  very  AefeUte^  faith  the  Lord. 
SoMicdh^.  ^.  All  feofUwiUwMlke  every  one  in  the  name  of  hid 
g9d :  Theirfccirts  are  let  upon  it,  they  will  doe  it.  Spirimall 
whoredome  doth  mightily  befot  the  heart.  I  fufpofeyou  know 
theText^itisayeryramous  orfe,  Efa.d^  ip^^o.  None  conft- 
deretb  in  bit  hearty  neither  is  there  knowledge  ner  underfianding  to 
fay yl  have  bnrntfartofitinthefreyjeaalfo  J  have  baked  tread 
fffon  the  coalei  thereof,  I  have  rofiedflejbandeaten  it,  andJhAlll 
weakstberefidne  thereof  an  abomination?  fbaBlfsll  downe  to  the 
fiockjfatreef  Hefeedethonafiet,  afedttced  heart  bath  tttmed 
him  afide  that  he  cannot  deliver  bisfoule,  nor  fay.  Is  there  not  a  lie 
in  my  right  band  f  And  (b  Revel,  t  tf.  1 1  •  where,  thoie  that  were 
given  op  to  Antichrift^though  they  were  tormentedjthcj  blafphe^ 
medthe  God  rfbeavenybecanfe  of  their  fains  and  their  fores,  and 
tbtyrepentoinot  of  their  deeds  ^ 

Thirdly,  wilf^nefTe  in  any  finne,  but  efpecially  in  thcfe 
(innes,*  is  a  very  great  aggravation  of  it  :  1  mU  have  no 
mercie  mfon  them,  I  wilUgive  then  np ,  why  ?  They  have 
damfbamefstij,  and  they  have  (aid,  1  will  goe  after  my  lovers. 
There  are  a  great  many  who  in  their  paffion  think  it  a  brave  fpi- 
rit  to  fay,  I  will>and  I  vnll^andl  will,  and  I  care  not,  fay  what 
yoacan,orwhatfoeverbecommeth  oiiti  will  doe»  cr  I  will 
havithis  and  this:  Efpecially  men  in  place  and  of  eftates  are 
iiot  able  to  enduretheGODtrolling  of  their  will  in  any  things  and 
therefore  when  their  wills  are  but  croft,  they  burft<>ut  into  out- 
^iousrpeeches,andfalla  blarphemtng,and  fwearing*,  and  fay- 
ing they  will  have  their  wills,  though  it  00ft  them  their  lives. 
Thus  we  find  it  in  the  people  of  Ilrael,  i  Sam.  S.  19.  when 
Sammel  ftom.Ged  came  and  told  them  in  a  long  narration  w  hat 
hatdfliip  tley  ftiocdd  endure  iti  having  a  King  that  was  not  then 
accordingtoGodsm}nd,they  heard  him  aU  that  he  faid,  &they 
doe  iiotftandtoanfwcr  any  oi  Samuels  arguments.bnt  prefent- 
ly  they  biieak  out  into  this  refoluiioi^  Nay^Mftt  wo  wit  have  a 
king.  Thofe  whoim  God  leaveth  to  hardnefle  of  heart,  and  in- 
teDdethniiQeto,  be  ufuaUy  giveth  them  uj)  totbiswilfulncfle 
in  their  cvillwayca.      * 

Qjl    3_ The 
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The  ScriptDrertcordbP^fricyjrfert  fiitnoQS  example  of  one 
htfdnedtndprepaKdforraRC.  Hewasota  vdx&  wflfutii  ^ 
rit.  £Ar#i/.  1 5«  9.  yoa  flidlfind  his  witfnlnede  cxprdled  fouve 
timet  there  in  that  one  vericj  1  wif  fmfite,  fiuth  he^  and  then 
tpxnc^JwiSpvertdksiMnitUxdlyj  twillJ&wit  ttrnffuU^wcA 
thenffwrthly  ^^1  r^Ui  Jtmtp  mj  fwori :  and  ihere  tie  twoo* 
therexpceflions  that  come  totlie  frmeefiefty  that  are  equtva* 
ienttothetormerevenintheftmcverfet  MjIm/t/Mliiefsh^ 
fieJ^  mjhjmdfisll  Jefirtj  tbem.  Put-  all  tfaefe&c  expreflioDS 
that  yoa  have  in  that  one  verie^  together,  and  where  haw  yoa 
fuch  an  expcelfion  \A  a  vriUiiU  cttatwe  u  FhmrMh  was?  and 
what  becameof  him  youallknow. 

Ondyone.moce  example  I  fifid  in  Scriptvre  parallel  toehif, 
andthat  tsche  Kine  of  Babylon  V^pt  and  Bal^ion  weietwo 
the  moft  eminent  tor.  Idoktiy  and  Perfeoition  of  the  Cinch 
that  ever  wecx!  in  the  worlds  and  thefe  are  the  twomoft  hmam 
examples  for  wilfulneffe  that  ever  werei  Efiy  14.  i  Ji  14.  y<m 
have  in  thole  two  verfa  five  times  /  will :  i .  i  wUi  s^hmdmts 
heaven:  2«  I  mUex4tttmfthrmidhvetbejtariefG0di  t,  / 
will  Jit  mfon  the  meune :  4*  I  will  4ifceni  etkeve  At  heiff^sz 
5.  /  willheiiksthe  w^High  j  and  what  becaneof  hsm  ytsa 
likewiie  know ;  vea  the  next  words  tell  yoa,  7et  thm  JM$  ie 
fought  dowMe  to  hell^^c. 

Thefe  two  little  words,  Q7]  and  {JVUQ  doe  a  gnsatdealc 
of  mifchiefeinthe  world.*  Lmber  I  nrmeiBberBpon  FfiU.  mvy. 
faith>  I  am  of  that  opinion,  ftith  he,  and  veray  petiwuiedp 
Monarchies  would  longer  time  by  far  endore,  if  thole  that  are 
high  Monarchsand  States  would  but  omit  this  one  PaHuxme^/^ 
thisfa[ne£|v.  Itistn]e,inpabliqoewi^estbtyexp!e(fetbeai«> 
felvesinthepiorallnumber)  ff>,  botpntate  ndCblittitons  azein 
Che  lingular  number,  A  Thisferthathtdeword^y. 

Thefecondis^i//,  1  wilijthiMtit  a  little  word  tK>;  But  I 
may  fay  of  this  little  #ri7/,  tUs  tittle  word^  as/Mwljuth  000* 
cemingtheTof^ue^//ftr  imbeda  little  weemberntthekmfy^  ha 
iejetteth  thewhetewerUtmfire^  smd  itfelfeiefet  m  firw  ef  hell. 
So  it  Jstnia  that  this  lame  little  Hrill  it  is  but  alittiewbrd^bot  it 
fetteth  whdie  Kingdoms  on  fire,  it  fettcth  Towns  and  Gitic^oi^ 
tire^anditisitielfefet  onlireofhdl«  J^mMrWhachanaqpRlE* 
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oa^Tikffsway  Wmoiict^Kit}imfwiUbti]eHdl.Othf  milt 
chkfethatit  dochin  tbeworlel4  Ivrill  onely  fay  thde  two 
tiiingi  totfaefe  that  keep  fuch  a  doe  with  'tbcfe  two  little  words, 

fi#,Tharw4Mcivthoiid0ftf(v  aiuch  pride  tl^  fetfein>  md 
rhiokcft  thf  (ei^e  fucira  nan  tfatft  canft  fay  /  mil  ami  J  will, 
knoW)  ItmaybeaslieavieajudpcnmentofGodttpontheeasctn 
bdfiUtfceemtbis  world,  &r  dod  to  give  theenptothy  wilL 
Tbett  isootidng  wherein Goddoth  mote  let  oat  his  Wtathupon 
rbeckildrenofmenbeYeiatliuwdxM)  dien^in  thir,  in  gMi^ 
tkem  op to^tlKiF wilL  TKeteforetyemMe  ttftfis  wliefi tfheu  haft 
fym%vvf  rK^ff^Gf^lwiUmd^lwill  d&irth^  I  will  give  you  a 
Scrmttvrorawo  <tnritr£irabieto  tbe'bu(iDe0o^:  (hewing  the 
wiiiAihieaeo^tlieft  thir  hadtjieif  will  in  w^  of  falfe  wor- 
flrsip,  periiaps  femeo^  you  may  befetupon  this^^  thetyou  will 
liav^^tUs,  Md'kt  men  iaywhHtthey^can,  you  will  have  this  UP 
Ihd:  The pl«MPis.£«#<5:*^-39«^  ^^ (faithGod)  firviye rvery 
mi€^bmidiflsy^h$i^wafriralfoy  if yu  will  not  hearken  mntotm. 
Go/aitliheiyou  will  not  hearken  to  me,  you  heareoutofthe 
word  whar  fl&oula^betbe  wayof  my^worihip  in  the  purity  of  it^ 
oJvfiyyoiMhavirnovdtie^aAiiew  thing,  and  you  will  not  have 
ic tfans^MNi anfwernot  m^  aigaflneilt8,but youcail it oflTand  (ay 
you  wii  notfaaveit,wel  faiffaviod,go  and  ferve  yoiv  Idols,if  you 
wittnoeheavrme,ifyoabe(er upon  your  will^goandferveyour 
Idoii^d tikeyour  nli'ofi  vonrown  wayes^  And  FfiU.  8r.ii. 
M^fitftfm^tiUmt  ksmrkgn  to  mf  w«r#,  Ifrml  wouli  havi 
mmofmtr^  ehcy  were  attupoii  their  will,  they  would  not  and 
thejr  wonktnot :  Mari^e.wfaat  followetih,  fo  tgMo  $hem  mf^nitto 
thnr^tm  hMrts  totfit^:  moJbthef  vpmlkfid  in  tkoit  own  Cofmfiit. 
You  wilLhave  your  ownecoHofelrandyour  own  will,  andfo 
God  gi¥etfe  you'  up  to<tisem>  and  then  ww  toyou,  you  are 
itndetter 

SeeonAy,  fos  dMt  ate  fet  upon  your  wilUin  that  which  is 
tvtt^  ^MVpa^d  ia  and  will JaiettwiUidi  toward  yoo  as  y^ 
tetewaidhicn.  .  Markethar notri)lettact irrMjr<44.25.  thatftt* 
fieah  oorthe^potor-iouaheigfat  of  Widcedoeili^t  fhat'waainthe 
people  ot  thofe  times^  who  were  (i>  wlKutty  7^  mdjbm^ 
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>.x.  \j94mi^  tbatphifhru^vil,  yoa  will  not  ftyoncly  you  wiU doe  it^ 
but  will  do  it  indeed-    Well  ftith  God,  you  have  done  fo,  jrw 
have  hthjp^k^n  withy9Hr  fmPMthes  MndfHlfilUd  wkbj0tfr  bimis^ 
fayingy  TVc  wiUfureij  fetftrme  tbe  vowes  we  hsve  t/«p^J,wc  have 
vowed  it  and  we  will  do  it,  we  have  vowed  to  kmr$$ei9tcenje  to 
the  ^jften  of  heaven  and  to  fomre  out  drinkf  offerings  ttnto  her;  joh' 
wiBfnrelj  accomflijbjonr  vowsyOMdfnrelj  ferforme  jour  vvmt ; 
you  will  go  on  in  your  faUe  veayesof  wor(hip;  Marke  what 
followetliint'^«2d.  Therefore  heareje  the  vwrdif  the  L$rd^  I 
have  fworne  faith  the  Lord^  you  have  vowed,  and  I  have  fworn, 
i  have  fworn  ij  my  great  Name^  that  my  NameJbaHno  more  he 
named  in  the  month  of  any  man  oflndah  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt ; 
&  vet. 1  J. Behold^  faith  God,!  wiUwat^h  ovor  them  for  evil^^not 
for  goodyOndaU  the  men  oflndah  that  are  in  the  land  of  Egypt  fiall 
he  confumedhy  the fworaan^lhy  the  famine  itntiUthore  bean  endof 
them.    God  will  be  as  refolute  asyouf(n:  your  hearts^  as  the 
{louteftfuiiier  that  liveth:  you  will  and  God  will^  who  Ihall 
have  their  will  think  you  ?  Anfwcr  to  tkis  you  flout  hearted  that 
are  farre  from  Gedianfwer  to  this  youftout  children,  and  (lout 
fcrvants^and  (lout  wives,  you  mUtadyoM  will.   A  vyilfuU  man 
never  wanteth  wee.    If  you.  will  be  tefolutein  amrthingimy 
brethren, be  refolute  in  that  which  is  good,  be  refoluteinthe 
work  of  repentance;  fa/ with  Z)4v«r,   Pfal.  32.  Iwillcon-^ 
fefje  myfinncs^  indeed  I  had  4nany  thoughts  to  come  and  {hane 
v^y  felle^andopen  all  unto  God,  but  I  could  not  get  it  ofl^  .at 
length  I  grew  reibluteand£aidi)rJif,and  ihavo  fworne  to  kfep 
th)  righreotts  Precepts;  andasthty  Mic.J^.  wfjoillwalkfintho 
name  of  tht  Lord  oftrGod;txA2S  lofitna^l and nnhoufe  will ferve 
the  Lordyio  you  what  you  wil^we  are  refolute  that  w6  will  ferve 
the  Lord.    This  is  a  blefled  wilfiiliieffe  indeed.    O  that  the 
(loatnefle  and  wilfitlnefleof  maqy  people  might  be  turned  to 
this  refolution  for  God  and  for  his  truth  I  efpecially  curry  this 
note  home  with  you,  youthathavehadfuch  often  expremons 
of  your  yMiil^onwiiandyon  will,  and  turn  it  unto  the  willing  of 
tbaf  which  is  good.    J  will  follow  my  lovers^  fay  es  the  Apoftate, 
ffom  God ;  I  wiU  follow  my  Belovtd^  who  is  altogether  lovely^ 
let  pv^ry  graciou«ifoi4«  fay^ 
^o\3xth^y,ForJb€faid:  Shepiofefl:  What  (he  would  do.  Pro- 
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firft  fins  are  (hamtftdl' fli«.  It  is  an  evill  for  finne^tolie 
larking  in  any  onci  heart  ,  but  for  llnne  to  brcake  out 
into  opert  profcffxdn ,  this  certainly  '^s  a  greater  t^il  .•  This 
is  to  prove  thlt  Hio  had  done  ihamcfuUy ,  becaufe  (he  faid 
ihe  weold  do  fo  stnd  (#«  There  is  a  great  dcceite  in  the 
hearts  of  many  men,  they  are  ready  to  fay ,  I  wefe  as 
good  fay  fb  as  think  £?,  Ifay  fo^  and  perhaps  others  thinke 
to,  it  were  as  good  for  me  to  iptakc  it  as  to  keep  it 
in  my  heart.  My  brethren  there  are  two  deceits  in  this  kii.d 
.of^>eaking* 

Firft  you  fiippofe  that  when  yon  fpeak  fo ,  that  therefore 
it  is  not  in  your  heart,  and  you  make  this  comparifbn  of 
what  is  in  other  metis  heaits,  and  in  your  mouthts,  as  if 
the  evil  were  in  your  mouthes  onely  ^  and  in  their  hearts 
onely>  as  if  the  comparifbn  lay  thus ,  they  thinice  and  doe 
not  ^ak »  and  you  ipeake  and  doe  not  thinke.  Here  is  the 
deceit,  for  if  you  fpqake  you  have  it  in'  your  hearts  too,  you 
both  ^akc  and  thinke ,  for  ib  the  Scripture  tcUeth  us, 
that  ^Mt  of  the  ahnndance  of  the  heart ,  the  mouth  fffeaketh; 
if  you  (peake  malicieufly  you  have  a  mditious  heart ,  if  you 
fpeakeoncleaiily,  you  have  an  uDcleane  heart,  if  oathes  be  in 
your  mouthes,you  hai((  a  profane  heart. 

Secondly,  here  likcwife  lyeth  the- deceit,  a$  i^  you  fhould 
have  Icflc  in  your  heart  becaufe  you.  vent  it^  as  your  paf- 
(ienate  people  will  fay,  I  were  as  geod  vetit  my  tnmde  and  t(ieh 
Ifhall  be  quiet.  Tliouidcceiveft  thy.  felfc ;  The  venting  of  the 
corriytibiitfiat  lyeth  in  thy  heart  wd  never  Icffen  it  but  increafe^ 
it. Itisnbt  withthecoiTiiptionof ourhearts,|l8iti9with  liquor 
iniveflell,that  the  more  is  let  out  the  lefle  is  within  it  jbutas 
itxs  with  i  fire  iDahouie>thatwhen  it  is  kiddldd  within  and  bur- 
Aeth  oudsthereis  not  leffec  wif)iin  bdcaafe  ittuxfteth  out,  .no^rhe 
moceiciDiirftcth biitand fiames,  the  morcftiiil  burnah within : 
and  as  it  is  with  water  in  afountain,  when  itburfteth  out  dPthe 
fountain^there  is  never  awliit  the  Icfle  water  in  the  fountain »  it 
may  rather  have  the  U&  by  ftopping,  and  fice  mav  be  Itffiied 
by  finothoiDgtKnow  tlieccfop^that  proftfled  wickedbiefie  it  is 
aggravated  wJckednefic.  It  is  true»  feaut  fiokmiy  bembre  dan- 
gerous in  regardof  the  cure^  butthey  are  more  abomirable  to 

.         R  r  .  God 
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iGodioregatdof  the  op^  dKhonpuc  thut  is  done  to  hitn  by 
them.  The  a^gmvation  of  the  blood  that  wis  (hed  by  the  peo- 
ple^tbat  God ^etkes of,  E^k^  i4*7. it isfet out ^knas^Th^iU^d 
that  T9dU  Jbiiy  faith  the  T«t>  i$  wAt  lUt,  f$§ired  mpon  thggrmndt^^ 
covirit  with  sbfiyhai  it  n^ight^n^f  a^^tfmj  t9  cpme  tfto  tskt 
vfngtsme^yo}^  did  not  conccak^  the  blood,  you  did  not  covecit, 
h^tfit  it  $^n  the  t^f  #/  a rocf^^  what  then  ?  Not  being  cmeKA% 
but  being  profeffed  and  laid  oj^en ,  this  ilAcMiftfmrj  Hcnmcn^ 
witbvinftafceapUmfitym.  Uods.  angler  would  haw  bflette.  a* 
gainft  them  if  they  htdTned  blood  thoi^h  they  hadcotrctedit; 
bat  to  {hed  blood  andnot  tocovtf  iti^  iicaofeth  the  feryof  the 
Lord  tOiCooic  with  vengeance*  So  yon:  know  he  faith  in  that, 
place  of  i/if.  Ch^^  j.p^  Thj  iftUtrtJitbmrfime.  m  R^imtt^ 
dtti  bid  it  mt:  PFh  ttttt^  her  fntie,  faith  he,  wo<  unto, 
theoa  when  they  (hall  prefvme  to  do^Me  their  ftpne.  a$  So». 
d^ive.  And  as  I  faid  betore,  God  will  be  as  wittnll  in  puoiflif 
iogafinner^asafusneriswi^Bdlin  fkmingjfo  hoeGodwillbee 
as  profe0iidin  j^uingt  asthoufliak  heLprofei&d  in  iinaii^for 
thy  hcart.That  you  ihall  fcrin  that  for«Daaiedplacc«6^£n^irf, 
thicydidriPt  cover  the  blood  >  WcttimdBe)it^.&itktlieTezt^  1 
hsvefipMrifUpd  Mfi*nfbet9f[Mf.thttr0fi^thtitAaviid  not  bee 
covered;  H^ee  therefore  0o  the  hhfdf  Cim^  wii.  even  nutl^  the 
fikfer^regrest^  ^.  IwilLbe  asprofidx  inmy.pltgilpsjusKi 
pmiifliments  as  you  ai;e  |)rofeft  in  yQutnDS& 

MybrethfitOyifwe  wiUbepfoteftinanythsc^  liiut  baprii^ 
f€flbi.in  that  which  is.^ood,let  us  doethatas  openljr.fi  wecan, 
2  Cer>..9*  i^^tfae  text  faiththcre  that€jQdis;^y#r3^^/ar  their ^ 
pQofefled  fubfeftioa  to  the  Go^ll,  for  their jM^aSlaiv 
effrffeffm,  fo  the  wiords  are.  It  is  not  enoubfor  to  he  fub*** 
jfdfothe.Goi^pdtt^battheDe^muft'be  a  pnrfefled  fiib>eAion  toi 
it:  thcnefbio  JImr-io.  ip..  Cekfefimwitk  tha  i»nf^ it j there- 
made  a$ jiece Ary  toifidvation  ai^A«iMVf Ji^  mththelmmt^thafL 
artputtogcdier*.  There  maybetimcsithas  confeflionrmay^bwi 
caUcdlonaS'Wjdlaabekwing^aiidu  ncceffiury^tefa^^  I^ 
reiaembeUliamcBQadJofjon^iCZa^Mfy^Mastyvi  who^uhcnjiisi 
faaeodscaitoibihin^dh^ 

fetfa»aiwtonriy^vdthluttwo^irhitf  dmy-wlnb  4bihistiiciffr1ptte 
belMycdc.vittoti)ue^C>hDOffa^        idis:3fift  fix^nyi'jBioiahitkae^  ^ 
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Wlu  Anrie  for  God  #m>iM  if^te  tor  GddV  And  iMiigHf^ 
is  of  tte  opinion  that  ^fut  may  eveirti  Wdl  tvotifib*^ 
Akwr  "of  i»f^tr  or  F>Mir  as  hide  eiir  ftith  imd  iprofnHod 
whwa  M<rce  Ifte  imdet  AwJchrift ,  ifuicb  a  ijprtch  iit  fi^.The 
way  to  bondiic  Rdigjoh-  aod  bring  it  into  credit,  his 
forthtik  that  iire  j^od^  to  pmfMe  what  tSr6y  doc.  I  knew 
once  one  tkat  was  noble  ooeh  in  birth  and  gmce  ,  4(xtd 
farringtodoe  oftjcntimfes  with  thofc  of  his  ranke,  great 
oneSj  chat  would  bee  £x)mtng  at  Religion  under  the  name 
of  farieanifine,  hee  wodd  uiiially  tokt  this  cootfe;  when 
he  was  to  come  into  (iich  company  hee  would  begin  him* 
iclie  and  ownt  himfeKe  to  bee  one  o(  thofe  thatthey  called  a 
PttritiD,  and  (b  het  prerented  them,  and  by  thatmeanes 
ppevenced  moch  finne  in  them ,  andmuchfcorne  of  Religion 
bf  thns  owning  of  it.  It  is  certain  >  that  the.beft  way  for 
the  honoming  ofRdigion*  is  for  evcty  one  to  owne  ir^  though 
there  bee  ignominious  termes  put  upon  it.  It  ever  wee 
were  caUed  to  profeflion  of  what  wee  doe  btleeve,  wee 
arenow  called  to  itinthefe  dayes.  Certainly  God  profeffeth 
for  asiCod  doth  not  onely  refpeA  us»  but  he  doth  it  ptofefledty, 
he  doth  it  openly,  b  the  eyes,  b^ore  the  faces  of  our  adverfa- 
dcs.  Ler  us'  tiot  on4^  have  God  in  oqr  hearts,  but  prdFefle 
his  name  opehly  before  the  faces  of  our  advcrlaries.  It  is  time 
now  to  doc  it.  It  had  beenc  well  y otj  had  proteffcd  heretofore 
when  Gods  truth  called  for  it.  It  may  bee  many  of  you  may  bee 
fiMd  td'begnllty  in  betraying  the  truth  of  God  n>r  profeflRng  ho 
(boner  then  you  did,  but  howerer  betray  it  hot  n6w  forwant  of 
ptofeffionf  be  willing  now  to  |>rofefle  of  what  j^rtv  yon  ate, 
that 35  Wereade  of  7M4i&,Chap.t  .p.wheh  hen^s  in  the  ftorme^ 
and  themariners  awaking  he  faith uoto  them  ^Ism  d»Beh^ 
fhfifidt'e  ihe  GiJ  ff  beave^^Whith  ff^^  rhffed  knd  the  Arf 
/^  aAdftrhegbeth  oirhfiihakingan  bpen  brdf^r/Iion  of  hTqi- 
fdfe.  My  bfcthrfi^,  ifwebe^notin  a  prefent  flrorme,  yet  the 
clotides  grow  black,  therefore  a^^akt  youflugards,  you  that 
%tt  fccure  awake  out  of  your  frCurity ,  and  now  profdTc  what 
yott-  are,  r^n^^  flehtw  i*^jt4r^<r(tt/,^hatfdeverthey  talke 
of  fnchandfuch  men.  under  fuch  ignomintons  tetnieS  and  ti- 
tleit>  I  am  one  6f  them,  and  I  am  *  ^i&iug  t6'  appear^  io; 
Rr  a.,. M»y 
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Many  times  you  will  be  like  Nkh^dcmm ,  yeu  wiU  come  to 
J  B  s  u  s  4/  '^'^A^^*  ypu  tfe  afraid  to  befeene :  You  would  giVe 
in  money  to  the  Parliament  ^  and  help  to  forward  that  werke 
God  hath  in  hand,  but  o^ely  you  are  aftaid  to  be  fecne*  I  know 
there  may  be  poiHbly  (bme  ocqifion  to  keep  fome  men  in  ftom 
appearing^but  not  many,  the  cafes  are  very  rare ;  Ordinarily  cer- 
tainly It  IS  not  though  to  doe  it,  but  to  doe  it  profeiledly, 
let  it  be  declared  who  you  are^  and  whu  (ide  you  take.  She  JmJL 
1  vrillgoe  after  my  lovers. 

If  you  fay  we  live  in  evilland  wicked  times  »it  is  dangerous 
to  appeafe^  I  may  not onely  keep  my  heart  right,  but  I  wiU  doe 
as  much  as  ano:her,but  why  ihould  I  app^re  ?    . 

The  worfe  the  timi*s  art,tfie  irore  thou  fhqnl  Jft  app^ate^iii^r. 
8.38.  WhofoeverfliAUbe  ajhamed^fme  in  this  aduherem genera^ 
tion.cfhim  fhalltht  Sen  of  man  be  ajbamedwhen  he  cemmeth  im 
thegiarieofhis  Father  ^  mth  his  holy  Angels.  If  the  generation 
were  holy,  it  were  nothing  to  appeare,  not  to  be  amamed  or 
afraid ;  but  wemul^not  be  either  alliamed  ox  a&aid  in  the  midd 
ofan  adulterous  generation.  ...      ' 

1.  Why  ihould  wickedne(k'  have  this  ady^antagc^  tihat  it 
dares  af  pcare>  but  goJlineiTe  dares  not  ?-    ^    : . 

3.  If  all  fhouldreafon^youdoe)'  vdptwouki  beccHneof 
the  Caufe  ?  why  fliould  others  venture  tbemfelves  miprc  thgi 
you?  Wiiat  is  your  delhy  your  dilate,  yocu:  liberty  more  thciv 
theirs?     ..  .    •  \  .  .     :    ♦         ^      ■:• 

,  4.  You  muTl  appeai;far  e»^mpiefike,to^provQkepchci5<  Jhij^ 
is  a  dut);.  as  well  as  any-.  ♦. 

J .  If  the  adveriarics  pjrevaile,  they  will  find  you  oijt,  excqpt 
you  meane  to  give  up  yo^r  cenfciences  to  them  ^  an4  then  you 
will  efcape  no  more  then  others  ^to  be  &re  you.  will  not  have 
fg  much  peace  as.btheri  who  liave  mo{t  i^p^ed. 

Fiftly,  I  will  follow  after  «rjf./w<r/.  Who«^tl|ey  ? 
Eirkr  firft  they  tvho  they'  were  in  aifociation  withall,  w 
the  EgjftUns  and  the  A UjrUns,  {and  folfinde  foaie 
Interpreters  carry  it)  or  th&tJdehy  apd  that  is  efpecially 
aimed  at,  but  the  otliyermaybeareanObf^  and  perhaps 

both  may  be  included.  -  ,.       ■  ^        _      • 

~lt  is  a  dangerous  thiiig»  very  finfull  and  vile  for  the  peopk  of 
•-:;.'  God 
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God  to  joynt  in'aflbcidtion  with  Fominers  that  are  of  a 

different  Religion  ^  to  think  to  have  help  from  them.    The 

people  of  God ,  lerem.  42.  were  fet  upon  this ,  to  haiFC 

tkeir  aflbciation  with  Egypt,  and  they  could  not  be  brought 

from  it;  jnd  if  yon  reaie  that  Story  it  will  appeare  to  be 

very  vile  and  dangerous  ;  they,  fc emed  to  yceld  unto  God, 

fhat  they  would  do  what  he  would  have  them ,  and  they 

would  not  goe  into  Egypt  if  he  forbade  it  ;  but  in  Chdf. 

43.  when  Jeremiah  had  toll  them  the  mind  of- God  ,'  that 

they  fhould  conthiue  in  the  land  of  Judah,  and  not  goe 

downe  into  Egypt »    Then  fpaks  A^^Mriah ,   ^nd  'hhnnan , 

and 'aR  the  proud  men ^  f^P'^  ^''^^  Jeremiah,  Thou  f^akefi 

fdlfljtthe  Lord  hath  not  fentt^e  to  fay  y  Goe  not  into  E^jf$  tofo^ 

jbume  there.     They  are  loth  to  break  off  their  aflbciation 

with  Egypt.    I  remember  Gualter  in  his  Comment  upon 

Hofea,  though  not  Upon  this  Text,  telleth  a  ftory  of  the 

Grecian  Churches,  that- in  the  yecre  143*.  becaufe  they 

were  afraid  of  the  Turks  breaking  in  upon  them ,  they  fent 

to  the  Btfhop  of  Kome>  and  would  be  under  his  fabj.di^ 

on ,  meeriy  that  they  might  have  the  help  of  the  Ltitine 

Churches  to  keep  them  from  the  rage  and  tyrannie  of  their 

jadverfaries  •  but  wMhin  a  few  yecres  they  were  dcftroyed , 

•Cfenftantinopleand  the  Empire  were  febdued,ro  as  Heathen- 

iftne  an4  Atheifme  prevailed ,  and  this  is  the  fniit  faith  hce 

iof  /efkid|  th^  aflbciation  of  others  in  a  fmfull  way.    But 

4)eciaie  thi^  is  not;  the  chicfe  thing  that  is  aimed  atj  we  pafle 

itby.  - 

'^s&efaid  flic  would  goe  after  her  Z^v/r/,  that  is,  hctJdols. 
'What  thofe  were  we  (hall  Hfee  by  and  by. 
.  Idolatet^ufe to  keepgood  thoughts  of  their  Idols.  They  caM 
Ithem  their  Lovers,  they  look  liponthrir  Idols  as  thofe  that  Idve 
itkeni;  and  hence  they  uftd  to  call  them -8^/i«r,  from  Baai,  a 
'hmhand.  So  it  flioidd  be  the  care  of  the  Saints,  evermore  to 
keep  good  thoughts  ofGod,  to  look  upon  God  as  their  Lover, 
ps  one  that  tendereththeir  good.  Idolaters  doe  fo  X6  their  Idols, 
ihall  not  theSaints  doefo  to  the  true  God  ?  My  brethrenj  left  us 
nbt'^^eidy'tbeiitcrtaine  hard  thoughts  of  God,  it  Is  a  da«ige- 
roQSttnng.  Godsgreatcareisto  manifHfc  to  us  and  to  all  the 
i_ R  r  3  world 
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W9di  lh^  be  lov(fb»^  H9«l|ie  hatjh  dooemucK  «o  mtni^ 
t9  ps  iMre  ^ja  ;^Un4,  «Rd  to  9ur  br«tkKnof  SeotlaodilKt 
^  )pv((h  ws  m9  tftem.  In  ^evij.  3. 9.  the  Text  faith  of 
tfcc  qwr^J^  pf  rhii^lfbU^  thtf  God  /«W  «faMR.  Feitf 
ftaxs  ago  Maftec  grighumm  interpceted  that  Text  of  the 
ChfTch  ff  Se9tUHi',PhiUdelfbi4  tigrafiech  as  mudi  as  ^«- 
»i(»^Vy  /w» :  Yovi  kn»w  how  they  are  j<^ned  in  G>veDan( 
one  with  onotfaer,  and  wee  fee  that  tbofe  that  (aid  thty- 
wert  lewti  they  were  the.  Chiach ,  tbeCinitdb ,  but  prared 
themielves  to  be  of  the  S^t^iogiK  «f  Smmi,  are  fer<;^  to 
bow  befi^re  tbegv;  aod  tt  thqp  were  net  mad  vridi  nuUce, 
they  mud  needs  acknowledge  that  Ood  hath  io«ed  that 
Church.  And  iince  God  hatn  done  great  thiiK^  ktxa,  to 
manifeftthathei$  the  lover  of  Ei^aod,  ktiuthepke^good 
thoughts  of  Qod. 

Monthly,  Idolaters  highly  pcixe  the  love  of  their  Idda. 
They  dot  not  wnAy  maintaine  good  thoughts  of  their  Idols, 
or  thinke  thtt  their  Idds  are  their  lovers,  but  they  ^  a 
price  upon  them,  they  find  I  will  follow  my  lovers,  Imuft 
make  occountof  their  love,  th«y  will  doe  megoodfoijoiKht 
I  know  more  then  any  thing  you  fpeak  of. 

It  istnRbothof  bodily  whqcedom«nd%iritaaUwhaivdom. 
I  will  ondy  make  uTeofcne  Scriptwe  to  daunt  the  heaitof 
whoremafters  «nd  andean  wietcbes  that  £»  moch  prise  thf  love 
oftheir whores  sndwherf-niafters.  yoapri2etheirl»v&  bi« 
what  get  you  by  it  ?  you  get  Gods  hatred  by  it.  Ypu  rgoyce 
that  you  havetheloveof your  whotes,and  upon  that  God  hateth 
andabhoirethyott.  Markethatgoodyoawiliay.  Thus^  >r». 
22.14.  ^»*  m»mth$f  *  ftP4mgt  wtrnMrn  itAdttfe^,  bftkait 
4birr«4  of  thf  Lml  fidU  J*B  thtrdm.  What  g^  yoa  by 
this  ?  yo»r  whfQcc9^  imbtape  you,  and  God  abhones  yoo; 
«  there  be  any  whore-aafter.  any  uocleaa  wtctd^  in  thi« 
Coq^t^gVioQ,  mher  thou  art  an  Atheift  or  this  text  muOb 
Ihiketheeatthy  heart.  Art  thou  in  that  wigr  ^and  yctnotce- 
pentine»tha!U«t  the  man  that  this  day  God  teUstheetothyfitcc, 
that  he  abMres  thee. 

But  bow  then  (houU  we  priie  the  Jov*  of  J  »  sui  Ch  »  j  f  t 

oui;  husband  ?  C«wi.  1.4.  TM  rsmtmk'smce  of  tbj  Uve  it  het-^ 

■ ter 
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ttr  tben  wime^  The  Chutch  prizeth  the  love  of  J»s  ut 
GH&tsT  more  tfien  men  hi  the  World  prhe  tli|eir  delight  in 
wine.  AndoiybrethrcndoyottpriacGhniblove,  andChrift 
will  frute  yours ,  and  that  is  obfttvable,  according  to  the 
degree  and  way  ei  your  prizing  Ghrifts  love/  fo  Chrift  wiW 
piizeyoorfeve.  CMt.  4.18.  |rou  have  there  tie  fame  expref- 
fion  ^Ghrifts  love  to  his  Chmrh,  anfwerable  to  what  hers 
was  before^  Thf  Iwf  u  tetttr  then  witte  fiiith  the  Church  to 
Ghriftj  Hnr  mtmf  ketter  iithy  l0V€  thenmne  ?  faith  Chrift  t^the 

B^tly,  1  wiM  fifyw  mf  Uvers.  In  bodily  and  fpirituall 
whoredome  there  is  a  foUowing  hard  after  tfa^Te  things  they 
cosHnit  whofdome  withall.  I  will  fellow  them,  not  one- 
tyfi^they  are  lovers,  but  I  will  expfefie  it  by  following  of 
thefl^'  'the  hetrt  of  wbore-mafters  and  Idolaters  do  Umovf 
Inu-d  after  their  undeannefle  in  bodily  and  fpicituall  filtby- 
neile. 

Fifft  for  bodily  filthynes,  obferre  whore-nafters  how  they 
Mlo^  then:  lovers,  hftfhm  in  his  Antiquities  tdls  us  this 
ftrangeftovyof  one  Bedui- Munifu^^  that  ofered  to  give  fo 
mzny  hundred  thoufand '  Drachmies ,  that  came  to  fix  thotx- 
&nd' pound 'Englilk  money  to  fatisfie  hisluft  one  night  with 
a  whore,  yet  codd  not  obtains  his  ddire  neither.  Will 
not  yoa  be  content  now  who  have  been  guilty  of  fpcnding 
a  great  part  of  your  eftate,  in  a  way  of  undcanncffe, 
oowtpdeeasmuch  for  Religion,  for  God,  and  Chrift,  and 
his  Kii^doihe,  as  ever  you  have  doiv  for  your  *whoiies? 
If  thett  ftiodd  be  any  in  this'  place  that  Inve  hetn  profalb 
for  their  undeannefle,  and  yet  now  are  ftt'ait  handed 
in  thefr  poMike^  afiairts ,  futh  as  thdb  are  fkter  tn^bel 
taken.aot'ef  Chi^ancongregaftons^  andtobfefhnt  up  in 
fties.'  • 

I^fpfaituadl  whored^mc,!  (hall  (hew  ytyahtw&petftitkrtis 
ai4dblatnmsptopte(asthey^izethtiriddSjibtheyfoll0Whiu1i 
afti^rtheirloverSd^ 

'  T6«rtthowth»t<ltoryofthfechildiraofllr4«^httft^the^^ 
Was  to  be*fiit  up,  upbn  prMhmatiohW«fiEiHf#hf''4iA/ii4^ 
^ffthiir  cmrt'-rings  snd  their  jeTfeliittf/A^btm^htflfifM^  Afir4H  tc 
'     *  mah  I 
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make  the  Calfe.  What  a/liame  will  it  be  to  us  it  we  (hould 
keep  our  care-ruigs^and  ourjewcls^and  things  perhapsthat  have 
not  feen  the  funne  a  great  whilr,that  we  (hould  keep  them  now 
when  God  callet  h  for  them  1  Let  women  do  that  for  God  and 
his  truth,  for  your  own  liberties  and  pofterities  that  they  did  for 
their  IdoU.  Though  you  have  ear-fic^s,  and  iewels,  and  rings 
that  you  prize  much,  yet  let  them  be  given  up  to  this  publique 
caufe.  And  it  were  a.  Hiame  that,  gold  rings  ^ould  be  kept 
meerly  to  adorne  the  fingers  when  the  Church  and  State  is  in 
fuchneceflityasitis.  Away  with  your  niceties  now  and  your 
finenefle  and  bravery,  and  looke  to  neceflities*  and  to  the  prefer- 
vation  ot  the  lives  and  liberties  both  of  your  ielves  and  your 
childre^i.  If  you  (hould  fee  a  malignant  party  come  with  their 
fpcares  and  pikes,  and  your  children  fpravvling  np<»n  the  toppes 
of  them,  and  their  blood  gu(hing  out,  what  would  your  gold 
rinijs,  what  would  all  your  niceties  and  bravery  do  you 
good? 

I  willgive  you  for  this  f  becaufc  it  is  a  point  of  fiich  concern- 
ment) foure  notable  expreflions  in  Saipmre  about  Idolaters 
eagcrnes  and  earncilncs  of  fpirit  in  following  aftes  their 
Idols. 

The  Firft  is,  Ifa^  jy.  5.  The  ttxt  faith  there,  that  they 
were  inflamed  after  their  Idols ,  they  were  on  fire  after 
them. 

The  fecond  is,  ler.  jo.38.  they  were  mad  upon  their 
Id^ls.  •    . 

Thirdly  you  have  a  text  more  futable  to  that  I  amfpeakir^  of; 
Itis  Ifa.  46.6.  It  is  faid  there,  that  thej  did lavijh gold ei^t^the 
b^gge.  They  did  not  ondy  give  their  gold  rin^^s  that  were  of 
no  ufcand  part  with  that  which  they  coidd  vvell  spare,  hut  they^ 
did  Lavith  gbld  that,  was  in  the  bagge :  they  wpuld  ii^onely 
bring  fome  of  it,  but  they  did  lavifh  it,  for  fo  the  word  Is  ;,and 
they  laviOied  not  their  (ilver  but  their ^^Z^,  and  that  not  a  piece 
or  two  out  of  a  paper,  \Axt  out  of  the^agge^  they  brpught  their 
baggcs  of  gold,ami  did  laviili  gold  out  of  tbeip^and  this  they  did 
for  t|ieic  Idols, oh  whataihaale  is  it  thenthatany  Jliouldbe 
penurious,  and  not  com^e  oflf  fiiUy  in  the  publike  caufe  of  the 
Church  and  Commonr  wealth? 

•  The 
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ThcfourtJi  Text  is  lerc^:  8.  2.  ind  thirre  wee  have  five  ex* 
pr^flions  together  of  eke  purfutnce  of  the  heart  of  Idohters  af- 
ter their  Idols,  the  like  we  have  not  in  all  the  booke  of  God  in 
one  verfer  S|>eaiuiig  of  their  Idols ,  Firft  he  laith ,  n^^^mthej 
have  loved,  Stcoxmyi  wh^m  rhej  ispe  firyevk^  Thirdly,  ;«^^ 
wham  thtjhavi  wstkfd.  VouttblyyWbpm  tl^ej  U^e {ought.'  -And 
Fifthly,  wAww^/mt;  he^Lve  v^orjbiffed:  and  all  this  in  onevetfr; 

0  how  are  the  hearts  of  people  ietuponthe  wayesof  Idblatry  1 

1  ftiOieaiber  Camiden  reports^of  a  King  ot  England,  Cmh^ 
tm^ that fpent  as mochuponond cro^,  as  the  reWnods  of  ihi? 
Ceo  wne  came  unto  in  a  whole  yeer,  he  wit  fo  profufe  ih  diarges 
about  his  fuperftitious  vanities. 

Mailer  CfMn  in  a^ermonofhis  upon  that  text  y3#i^jrri«^ 
^^,haththisexp(t(iio(L  Foolifh  Idolaters  whopshey  en- 
dure Biachip^thetcpilgrimagcsipend  their  money ,  wafie  thfip 
bodief,andabaiedin  their tpayail>yettht|r  goeoa,  andthinke 
all  fiiificicntl]^  recoit)penccd,lf  they  may  tee  aod  worfhip  fome 
Image  of  a^aint  or  holy  telique  x  Shall  thcixlioldtng^  faithhe, 
fbme  dead  camon  or  ftpifli  Idol  have  more  power  to  ftrengthcn 
them  then  the  facQ  or  Goi  in  his  ordinances,  (hail  haveto 
ftroigtheDas?  .,;..?.     , 

Mj-Javers  thdt  gave  Mirny  tre^andmf'tpater'^mj  wool  Mtd 
mfpuc^nmmojUsind  my  drink!*  .     •     ^  <- 

What' wece  thefe Idols  ? :  The  Idol  tha^gave  their  hiddmu 
Ctf^r^^iHee  WA^tfae^oddcfib  tiia^  the  Heathens  diiWorihip^ibr 
corne.  Fortheirve^<r,£«^;f4,  the  mood  vi»fl  theliolthcy ;  wor-< 
(hipped  fortheirdritike,  and  all  moift  things.  Foftheir  Mo^^mi 
fiaxeAfbt^oth  ^at their ^;  Ai^d  iotx^tvLpyhPri^*  The 
ieventy  tranflsite  thatwhtch.wc  fxyhtt^vfool^cUthes^  ahdthit 
which  wefay44i9w,ifityiJi^  ud.thip?liliMvilsfbr'theJh4^ 
expreffion  MdeaiMTAcdoirfiwamoceiiSc  ill  iphff^jkcfjpaty  tkiti^si 
Sptbey>th(M;hthdcItbIf  g^vetbemKli;  fkxe,  and  wool^and 
hempe«ndaUtbi(?g$t  Obfervefrombenoe.  . 

IdoUteri:  have  a  jpreat  mtny  Idols  to  fupplv  their  ieverait  L^*"'^* 
wants.,  i^jf  /0^/ftatKepluraldumber.TheIdtlsQ^^    Hm« 
then  doe  Kit  fiippJiyiaU^good,bitt>OQe  one  tbiogi  aod  mother  «[i 
othetthiog«  Am  that  ittbe difeence  betwfceotfae tiupGo4«nd 
Idoltt  iMfSKellffide  of  thetnieGod  ia»  that  he  isairuni- 
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ver^lgcKxl,  wee  have  4mg09d^fta«ftndotleiiin4breaci»  and 
wim^  and  aU  in  one»  in  our  God,  in  our  lo^cr.  And  that  is  tht 
r^a^on  that  God  ohalcrngeth  the  whpk  heart.  Idola  arecontmt 
with  a  pi^rtiaU  obcikoQe ,  bccauie  tboy  ane  but  partiaU  inbe- 
ftowing  of  good  thipg»»  but  God  ju(Uy  seq^ites  the  whole 
heattoThis  vforftiif)|>er«p  bepaufe  {leeisaft  uniraMgoodts 
thmi» 

Markie,  Theendth^Iddattcsiume.atintfaeir)Wora);49i$ve* 
Yy  low.Thejr  follow  tfaev  lora-t  and  vt  very  eafipcftj  for  wh«t 
Ipmyf  iQrth<»rwDoUudHicJrSiiM,and;tflt£kiH%^ 
water,  their  oile  and  their  drinke.  Theie  are  the  l3m^  chcy 
ai0ieitt;they  ddirenoflioir,  theylookenohighcr,.  may  their 
fibhheiatistyed,  give  them  but  liberty  to  (port  ob  the  Lpoll 
dayytohavittheirfctllsitlKff'Wikes,  meity  meetings  and  they 
carefor  no  tpme.  Tiheir  ^piiritaarc  ytle,and.acefiffdiAgly  i>  f heir 
MforfhipaTheiefiitt  their  worfliip  is  extecnalfttis  bodily^heoiuie 
their  aiaies  are  at  extemall  nd  bodily  things.  Asa  inaoa  end 
i$»  £>  isi  man>either  bafe  or  honourable.  Xhere«e  ipany  men 
thitcc|r  cut  as  if tfey  aimed  at  Godaad  Religiw  inmaoy  tluna 
thev  doe,they  make  a  noife  about  Religion,  and  God^ioa  Gkifi» 
anihtsOrdkiaficeSs  aadthepobUcegoodtbutthetrnthis^  their 
aimes  areat  nine  and  credit/ittlien;  wool  omd  tfadrik3oe>  and 
htEantfaeyihcwtfaebaiaiedeoftfaeirfpiiD^  like  the  kf^iraigs 
that makea loudens  aultliejfiwwecomeneoetiieirm^wMn 
their  ncafts  $xit  ioawwhere  eUe*  What  enr  tfteir  cry  be^ 
kfc  God  and  the  ^UikS  good  ^  but  if  yon  matkethem* 
^ir  ntift  is  in  tfaor  wool ,  in  dieic  Atxe,  in  tliett  prafit 
id  their  lionoor  and  pccferment,  in  theft  ouiwwi  things* 
Brit  die  end  of  the  true  worfli^pferaof  God  isa  mitdcwe 
Udicf ^  ihQr  ibareak>ft ,  there  ia^^  triapuxsuXi  hdghm  of  6ule 
wbeiebyth^areraiiedupwwbbythegraeeofGod.  AS"^/' 
mansfeetearc  where  a  wicked  mans-  bead  h ,  that  which  bee 
aecQuntethhischicfegood*!  a  godly  man  cantramplemicrbis 
fteteJMookeaat  Gal  himic&^t  hisiecvice,  he  wocihippcrii 
the  higifr  Gods  hee  iaa  iiMeeSMrMluim^^fm  ^^^tr^m  but 
^'lfcKi4Mi^whatiadie%iifiGationoftfaai9  F^utrexedJmiaL 
iigbfiuhr^  fbrhaeis  tJio  ;f!ttfaer  of  ^cUUiiiiiLof  liigh  {p^ 
' ^ '' rits. 
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0t»V'Mt  €Bc]¥  of  Children  tlitb  ate  bdecideir,  kui  cf 
chofetltitluiwMgbtndmfcdfpirits^  &  AhrdtmmCvgDi&^i 
Ughf^biT.  Ch^fMrisiMMsfTM  Anmmm^  tint  he  w«f  not 
cofi(hciii4<nglcforgMdgeon$tndtroiit«,  botforCsftles^tnd 
fims^indTovraaqfoZixiayrafirfiCliriftiflsi,  hedodinotfifh 
waim^  dfccUlhrin  mattcrt  of  RcIigion,fov¥todiand  fhxci 
aadoifefheli^noliidilow  andbifcends^bot  acGodiaddCfariftt 
aadiiMvcfijttid^My^  tddimmortalityp  he  loohes  there;  hce 
iervesGod  not  fee  thd^things,  he  ddirestbefc things »  that  by 
than  he  may  be  fitted  swte  toftrreGod.  One  tfaatk^th  been 
tac(|]aiiitedwtthdiefTeegnKeof(k)dm  Chrift  will  bt^t  God 
for  himfelf  wiihMt  indentiDg^with  htm^he  wil  be  willing  to  go 
jilMiGodsfiMyftrd)  and  not  indent  for  a  penny  a  day.  You 
thatwilindentwithGodin  faiaiitnrice  and  will  have  your  pen- 
jnie»yoii  whahave Inch  tew  and  meane^^SyGod  may  giveym 

ijnoMrpencMeafidtoeces  anendofyou* 
'  Biit  foitheraiivkv,  there  is  anodver  obfeiiration  flowes  from 
heoccftllieir  ends  arelow^theylooke  no  h^her then  ^prifr^  sni 
i/lMf  ^  4mA  !009t^.Md  9ik.  Hence  it  foUow!^  >  that  that  way 
IdfRdJ^on that  mcocan  git  m^  breads  and  wool,  andflase, 
a0dottebv»  that  la  the  waf  tlwc  moft  people  willroltow^  be- 
^caufethewamofiooftpeoplearekm^andb^^  it^dthey  aime 
iat  Doh^icaflhifig^,  Tnt.waf  dt  Iteiigion  that  moftmate  is 
Mtbyi  tlut  €ttple«fethe  fence^  that  is  the  Religion  that  pleafti 
oiaftprqple»  Itiis  ifaDfipcech  cf  ma PdkKhtim  an  Hcsrtheif»^ 
MidawiearBifliop^^ehb^and  though  I  ?b«  tioyr  a  Heathen 
jfiM^wiEbeiiChtiftianaswellarttiy other:  Hefawinwhat 
ipam|rthcBiflu)psltvec^  cndby  thatb^  thofieigk  hwaaa  fine 
ciiinfiio  bcftChnfUan*  By  ootw^d  pompe  and  ^ory  Anti* 
SdnttiifaAWCthonayifibliowcis^thl^  eanha^e 

Imoft  nff0ci  nd  teer  #^1  thev  eifP'Mtt.MiR  pi'trerment  that 
Svajr.  If Mtfsibvral&vy  iihaiiw ireao o^  tAm^u  SiMut^  heob« 
^edlfcoreafin-wlqrthe  Pppeprevailed  againftthe  Counfdl; 
hdn^itwiiii  ge^onSxoQflfiA  iidiidi'Ue  faid  was  abovtf  the 
P«]^thQick»fi;dwaadsiwheivhe  €iatn^tob(^  Pope  himftlfe  his 
miiHkwaschailgitd^ba0lR>v^^i)Mi^  paffethatthePopeal'^' 
Wi]Kt:pKev!iifeiUiithiir  ilthe  Utfon^  faith  faee,the  Pope  bath  a 
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rtU  councel  htth  none^  die  generall  Counced  tin  enquire 
tfter  the  troths  and  prefcnt  the  word,  and  ctn'tdl what 
is  Gods  fhiiidey  bnt  it  hath  no  hononr,  no^proftioiion,  no 
preferment  to  gite,  therefore  alas  the  general  Coimfel  pre* 
vails  little^  the  Pope  gettetlfali^  aodallbecaurehee  hath  Bi- 
iliopricks,  and  Ordttmls  places^and  iivingSjand  great  honours  to 
beftow.  Lutbirivk  his  conment  tqx>n  Hefts  ^  and  upon  this' 
Text  tela  a  notable  ftory  of  one  that  he  knew  thatlived  like  a 
NoDlemanby  his  many  ecdeiijAicall  prcferftients,who  when 
he  was  at  his  table,«nd  bread  and  wine  was  brought  to  the  table, 
that  was  exoellent  bread  and  wtde,he  (pointing  to  it  with  his 
finder)  faidthefe  are  the  things  that  make  me  tlut t  cannot  leave 
this  kinde  of  Ufe,and  fo  after  he  came  to  be  a  B  ifhop  i  who  had 
feverall  Canon- rtijps  before^  So  certainly  thefetfrt  the  Argj»- 
nttnts that ftf^evailemoft in tiie (world,  aifgttments  taken  from 
bread,  and  flaxe,  and  wool,:  and  oile^  are  (faxmget^  atguments 
then  any  taken^Mi  tbeScri|Mure  ,then^any  thing  taken froin 
the  honour  of  the  Father,  Sonne,  and  Holv  Gho(b,  When  men 
can  come  with  SmU  arguments,!  Ssnk.  %%.  7.  JriB^hefowmif 
Jfffp iivfi every  Me  cfjf0HM4S09d  vineysrele,  mmJ  mdi^fmmsB^ 
C4f  rains  0ftl^fiinds,^Caft4HS  rfmmdredrf  'whatwUiyoar 
follow  him?  can  hepreferyoii^  O  no,hecan^b  little  for  you;  (b 
Ifay  whenmendncomewiththis  atgoment,  you  got  along  ia 
this  way,}  pray  what  will  this  bpng.  you  iaf  what  prcfermciit 
^iUyou  geMhis.  way  ^.you  may^get  prefermcntiin  the  ether  way,^ 
tl^is  drajw<ts,  this  prcyaik* ,  It  •^vpas  a  (^etchr^  *oot  ttanyl 
(yeeres  a^,inap«|blUce  commthcgmentat.GtA:AnidgeimtdC' 
by  the  Vice-: Chancelour,  fpeaking  to*  the*  yoing  Sdiolam, 
wiftiing them tots^eheed  ofteing  Puritaiis,  whitman  yoqget 
^'q  f  hat  way  Ciith  l^>y ^u  (Wl:  \tff  c  podrdx,  perhips  ^  mvf 
have  fomeitbrcchalNpeny  be  ndi(einfi>llowxng  that  wifjbat  in4 
tb^  other  way  come  to  bcfchildrenofthe  Churchy  atfd  then  you 
ifiay  be  fure  to  have  goQd,trnefices ,  you  njay  cometp  be  •  fre-* 
/bencis,tobeDeane2|,  tobeBiQipt^.*  Tlitts.Jic^pirf\^ded  the 
y^piH^fcholarstotake'hced^P»ji*aifi6e.  rThcriJps  mi^gK 
(fcrengthinthisAtgnm^tapootheheahftd^inofi:^  ^  .^^^'' ^ 
Hence  the  poverty  of  Chriftisa  gfeatj  fcandiill  ahtfoftnccto/ 
'^  people,  when  they  jfec  that  Religion  wiUnofc^bringthetfl 
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£lize>  and  wooU^mdo^le,  but  thtttbeymnft  live  pwrly>  they 
(atndalizcattbiscxcccdinglyJtisrcporwinthefw  .  > 

the  great,that  he  having'wat  with  an  he  athcn  TUlfi^yAjgdndm  y^  (^ 
King  of  Africa,  becai^fe  this  Kin^  would  make^peace  with 
ChdrUs^ht  made  ibme  prc^ellion  as  if  hec  would  be  aCftriftian, 
2(nd  ChdrUs  was  very  ^lad  of t|u$>  and  got  him  tohis  Court  to 
parley  with  him;  bang  in  his  Court,  he  (kw  3  o  poore  people 
that  ChdrUs  fed^who  were  halt^and  maymed,and  blinde,ana  in 
avery  poor  garb,  €hdrles  the  great  did  it  onpurpofebecaufe. 
he  would  have  poverty  before  his  eyes  contirually,  that  he 
might  not^  be  too  high  in ,  and  proud  of  his  prosperity, 
I^ow  when  AjgoUndmfivf  tfaemr  VVbo  are  thefe  faith  he  ?  < 
ThefeTaith  Charles  are  the  fenrants  of  God^:  nay  thenreplyed 
he,if  V<^ur  God  will  keepehis  fervants  no  better,!  will  be  none 
of  his ;  I  thought  to  be  a  Chriftiao,  and  toferve  your  God,  but 
feeing  thofe  that  fervc  hioi  have-  no  bettc:i:  food  nor  no  better 
ray  ment  then  theie  J  will  be  none  of  thofe  imrants*  Thus  it  is 
vvith  many^though  theirconiciences  are  convinced  which  is  the 
b^  waf ,  yet  beqiufe  of  the  want  of  flaxc».and  woolly  and  oyle, 
they  wUl  not  (:x>tneofir.  . 
/  iFjBtiicrobfervc,. 
•  Xli^isaibaiaehillthingformento  make  Rdigiontobeinf(6' 
Jcftioato  their  w,ooU»  and  corner  and  oyle.  They  have  done 
{hminefullyinthis.  Many  ¥/ill  do  this,  but  this  is  very  Oiame- 
full.  Bttorelihewedthatit  is  (hameftill  to  fubjeA  Religion 
tgpolitjqueafiaires^  tothepubliijue  State  c^akit^dome,  but 
nowtofub/eftRel^ion  to  par  own  bafe  fenfualities,  to  our 
own  particular  ends^  forprofitandprefermenr,-  oh  this  is  very 
fhamefnll.  Gaine  gotten  this  way,it  is  filthy  lucre  as  the  Scrip- 
ture faith  of  it^  yethtj^/mpdilMcridMlcu^Jir^  thefineUoftlus 
nincis  veiy  fweet  unto  many<  >  What,  is  thy  Religion  fervice- 
Sble  tagai^e  to  a.trade^  to  £miiiall  lufts  /  what  is  this  but  to  (lop 
the  hole  ^a  mudde  wall  with  diamonds  and  precious  pearles  ? 
That  wepsa&lly  yoi)  w^l  %  that  becaufe  you  have  a  hole  to  be 
ftoppedjn  a  mudoc  waU,toput  in  diamonds  and  pearles  to  ftop 
it^andtQii^^^^ 

t  nott  dofj^  as^  much,  thou  wouldeft  have  that  which  (hall  be  a 
'content  to  thy  fiefh,  ^ndthoa  wilt  make  Rdigion  fiib/e<flto 
Sf  3  ^^^^  that,, 
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_ 
tbiiri  tb0H,tctifb4ibaii4:vilemcfatsw    Itefaiboaqrtmt&fMft< 
thtgkny  of  a  xntn^tac  giory  of  anatlon»atui  m«U  we  torne  this 
glory  into  (htoie^Itssabticthii^in^^l^^ftntcs  tofubjeftthe 

.aAsofjiAicc  to  their  btfe  cndsM  gaineandfrafit;  for  t  Judge, 
or  a  Joftice  ^  peace^or  a  prdate  to  (hew  moft  favour  whm 
there  is  mo(Mlaxc>  »i4  woc^  andoyle,  where  Buctt,  or  tand*- 
leftsofftckeortheliltej  atetobegot,  thisi»bafeiieAbinthciii: 
ButtoiubjeAKdigiMtDfiichendsasthcre,  thfiisthcTJllainr 

^di  all  bafenefle.    Agenenm  ibirit  is  fwre  fiom  this.   It& 
dbfervedof  the  gcneroosfpirttotXiitfivr^that  when  a  PapS  waa 
vexed  at  him  for  his  preaching  and  writtii^,faitfaa  Bifliop>^tfaBrc 
is  Tuch  a  ftir  with  this  Lmher,  why  do  yoa  not  flop  hts  inocitfc 
with  prefernaent?  aa  it  hath  been  the  fpeech  ofa  Biflu^in 
thialand  that  heatiwthaCa^KiDihian  of  ma  wasa  Zealoosprea* 
cher ;  well  fiuth  he,  let  me  alone  I  will  filtnce  him ;  and  indeed 
he  did>  How  ?  He  gave  htm  two  livingi^and  that  (Senced  him 
prefemly.    So  here;,  why  do  you  not  (top  this  Lttibers  mooth 
with  preferment  ?  He  pre(mtly  anfwmd »  Thai  Germane 
beaft  cares  not  for  money,  he  is  above  money.   HeaAedltim 
^r^/inhisanger^  whereashe  might  havecaUed  him  an  Angd, 
bccaufe  his  fpirit  was  above  the(e  thii^»  his  flMwrh  woold  not  I 
beftopped  withthem^r    Some oiens loft: of  malicegocsbey^nd  [ 
their luil of  covetou(hes,  likethofe  Cockfin€0s Ifr.$.ij.  ttm 
wiUmthcharmid,  itisa(hamcfullthi]^thenthatoitt2e4efbt 
Goi(hould  notgo  beyond  oar  liAfbrgain^tofiibj^yoar  Reli- 
gion to flaxe;  and  v^ool,  and oyle>  it  oomtnethfirom abalrd^<^ 
dencein  God^  asif  hewoohlnoc  provide (w lis (ochost^vird' 
things,  therefcMTc  Lmher  hath  this  eipceflion  ittUsCommenc 
upon  Hpfe^    They  followed  their  idolater  bread,  and  wool, 
and  flaxe>and  :(^Ie,8S  i6God  would  notgiTe  bread  tohisChbrch, 
jor  as  if  it  ware  nK>£e£ife  to  goe  tothc  &vel'(or  it,istF%ec^ 
jiiot  have  WooU  enoffifa»and  m  xe  enoogh^iid  byle  eno^^ 
JGod*    OhletuatruitGodforaU^  for  our  dotted  far  ourtneat^ 
and  drinke,  fii>r  o»rc(bttes»  for  our  children^  Godoertaicdy  will 
feed  his  Chnrchi.  And  yet  tfaofe  men  that  have  hearts  to  bafe. 
!tt)iem(elveSjtheythinkritiii]poffifalttforanym^   bottom  taken 
Kvith  fuch  aignmenfis:  They  maftalke  of  Religion  and  ^^ 
lencefiQrtheyt  but  I. will  warrant  you  they  nfaybetdcenoif 
\.  .     .  _     with 
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with  money,  and  preferment,  places  of  profit  and  honour. 
They  thtnke  it  impolfibie  (or  men  to  Uand  againft  thefe 
amiments.  It  putteth  mem  mindeof  that  fpeechthati?^/^^ 
ufed  to  Balodm^  Did  n^t  1  earnefilj  fend  unfa  thee  to  call  tixe^ 
whirefarecameft  thoH  not  nntomefAm  1  not  aile  to  fromote  thee  to 
boMottrf  As  if  he  fliould  have  faid^Thou  art  a  ftrai^e  man  indeed^ 
did  not  I  fend  thee  wotd  that  I  would  promote  thee  to  great 
honoor/md  ghre  tfaeefflver  $c  ^ld>or  whatfoevepthou  wouldeft 
have?  What  wil  not  prefitmciit  and  money  tempt  y  ou?I  thought 
tiiis  woiid  hvre  tempted  wy  man  in  the  world.  Thus  many 
mm  thinke  thatirhatfoever  mens  fpirits  «e,thcy  may  ba  taken 
off  with  promorioa,  and  money  :  But  let  all  fuch  know 
that  there  are  a  generation  oF  men  in  the  Wcvldof  true  generous 
ipirits,that  are  »>ove  all  thefe  things^  and  take  as  much  delight, 
andhaveaaoKidiiweetneffe  in  denying  theie  places  of  honour 
Md  pFcferment^and  gaine^as  thole  that  ofier  them  have  in  the 
en/^ng  ^them.  It  wast  notable  fpeech  P^inie  had  con- 
^ermng  C4t»(It  is  in  his  EpiftleDedicatory  to  his  natural  HSfto- 
iy)  leaking  of  what  a  noble  fpirit  he  was.  Con  (fitth  he)to)ak 
aa  mnchglDnr  in  tho6  dignities  and  honour^  that  he  denyed^is 
liedidinthcmhedidcBfoy.  Certainely  itis  (b  with  the  i^aints, 
ahetrue  groerous  (pirit  of  Cbriftians  take  as  much  content  in 
fhofeplaceaofprcfemientlhey  deny  for  Chrift,  asiiianygain^ 
they  enjoy.   There  is  no  tempting  of  fuch  men,— ■ 

Let  us  pra)^  therefore  for  thofe  that  are  intrufted  by  us,  not 
onely  for  drill  things,  but  for  matterisofReli|idn,thtttemp- 
tatbhs  for  bread,  and  come,  and  wooU,  and  naxe,  and  wine, 
txidoyle  may  never  tempt  them^  that  the  prefeirment,  and  gatni 
imy  ocverbyiift  their  ipirit^j  may  never  fway  them*  Thefe 
mcauis  have  beene  affiiyed  (certaine  it  is)  to  tempt  feme  of 
them  with^iich  wayes  have  not  been  left  untiyed  by  fome,  and 
hive  prevayled,  but  thoroi^h  Gods  mercy  he  batbpre&rved  0- 
thers,  and  he  hath  Made  the  world  to  know  thatChrift  hath  a 
pco{actowfaom  ReUgien  and  the  {%ibli<)tieg^dism^ede«r6 
dienali  tbeflixe,  and  wobl,  ind  Wine,  Wd  oyl^inthewoftd, 
thefiailtheeftttes^  and  high  places,  st^dgrMtpr^tmenttr^hat 
can  be  ofeed  them.  And  tiow  the  Lotdpur  God  ke^pethis  in 
cheiraiidiDoarheartsfcteveft     *     .  I 
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li^he  Fifth  LeBure^. 

Ho  s  s  A  1.^,7. 

ThereforehhpidJ vnUhidge mf  thy  w^ withth^rns^  4md  make  d 

waU^thaffiefiaUmcffitideherfMthf, 
jiHdJbeJhaflfplbw  after  her  Uversjkutfie  Jh^Unot  $vertdke  them-, 

andihejhallfeekjhem^  but  (hall  n9t  findethem:  themJbdUJbe 

fay,IwiUg0eandretHrne$0mjfirfihf0bdnd;fir  the»  wdf.it 

better  with  Mt  then  nvm. 


I  I  He  laft  day  (yoa  may  remember)  we  ipakc  of  that 

^  '  reafenthatGodgivethinthe  fonaer  verle»  why 

K  he  would  (bew  tfrdel  me  mercfe^  bectufe  that  Jie 

haddonejhamefiiiljfydmd  piidthdtjbe  w^t^dge  df- 
\  ^  ter  her  lover s^hdt  gdve  her  her  bredddndher  Wd^ 

terj  her  wool  and  herfiax,  her^jleandherdrink* 
Ttierearcyetoneor  two  Obfervatbns  (that,  time  would  not 
give  us  leave  tofpeak  of  the  lall  day)  in  thofe  words.  I  will 
ondy  give  you  ahintofthem^andpaffefuddenlytothefe  tWQ 
verfes. — 

The  Hrft  is  this,  Profperity  and  fuicefle  in  an  evill  way  is  a 
great  hardning  of  the  hearts  of  meH  in  their  evill.  1  willfelUw  af^ 
ter  mj  Uvers^fer  thej  give  me  bread^and  water ^and  weei^dftdftaXj, 
and  the  like.  J  remember  Eufebiuii  reports  that  Maximilidm 
the  Emperourin  an  Ediftof  hisiigainft  the  Chriftians,  crying 
Vut  of  Cbriftiau  Religion  as  an  execrable  vanity,  and  feeding  t^ 
confirme  the  Heathens  in  the  worOiiping  bt  their  Idol  gods. 
Behold^  faith  he,  how  theanth  bringeth  brth  fniit  for  the  hus- 
bandman in  abundance*  how  our  medo^s  are  adorned  wit|i 
flowetsand  herbs>and  moiftned  with  the  de\ya  of  hcavea,  what 
health  we  hare^  and  what  quiet  and  peaceable,  lives;  and  thus 
he^pethon  in  fecking  to  confirme  tbe  hearts  of  Idolaters  10 
their  wicked  wayes.  Profpcrity  in  a  wicked  way  is  exceed- 
ing hardning..  That  ftoryotDf^^rjl^My  \s  faaiouflyknown^  ha- 
•  vii^ 
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^tiigeammincdAcxikdsa  againftthdr  Idoi-gods>robbiiig  their 
TanfkSpyct  his vcpnas>: being prorpcrous,  aher  he  had.eiui^ 
h»  joui^Dcy,  hcboa&dhimfelr^  he  did  not  worihip 

thego^^s  others  didy  yctheprofperedismuchas^ey.  In  that 
yeere  wb€B  tliofe  lonibvations  in^ioda  worfhip^werc  principal-* 
iy  brought  ui  tiBang(tlB>  efpccitUy  in  thkt  Diocefe  ckN^twkh^ 
itpiDDytdtobeiii  very  fitiiffoU  yeere;  snd  one  CommifTary  ^ 
0OD§  the  reft  u\  his  Coiut>  aher  f  he  harvdl  was  taken  in,fretkt 
todtf  Countfe)-snen  in  tfaia  way,Day.oo  not  fee  how  God  pro 
j^eth'us?  Whatajdentifiillluirtdl  hav6wc  Mtlusytdrt  ? 
*»»]»  ftnreyoil  begtn  to  wocfliip  God  with  more  dece^e 
tbeb  yooiwere  wont  to  doe.  ThiB:  ttttibiiting  all  the  goodaefle 
of  God  f  othat  way.  Let  it  beiU  our  prayers,  that  God  would 
^fteTetpt0fpp.usj[hafiobllway%    r 

Fiirthtr,  it  is  very  obfcrvable  how  oftetilhis  M»id  My.  is  ite-r 
rated :  Give  mc  My  bread,  and  My  water,  and  My  Flax,  and 
MYr^le^dMv  Weol^abUiQghitMY,  We  n<»red.the.  W 
day,w|Mithuttth<de  little  words,tho^{Wt'€]es  Q/}  and  {[fF/V/J 
do< ;  Now  wc^t  to  cooTider  what  cviU  there  is  in  this  pafti-. 

..;  HeMe4^0U^iv«tjppis,Thttcarnall  hearty  look  upop  what 
itfi^CDfQy  iistheirovi^Qe,  tod  f  hink  th^r  may  ufe  it  as  ibtir  oirn; 
aodci^ially  fuchi^are  Idolaters.  Though  they  willa^rkoow* 
ledgiE!llMit.Yl[«t,they  have:C#p9meth.fromthe  Idols,  ^as  here 
they  did^for  they  li^d  thtir  XiwrriPgave  ittheoi)  yet  W$en  tb4y 
h0id4heretbi(]es|4hir^rm9pgh^^  a?i^ht  dpe  with:them  what 
4te9fWQNll^theii|l^W«retl\eitf,  Min^,  8()dmine,  aod^l> 
fldioe^  Jtot^tfsji^ilU^carii^irpiii^^  ackfiowledrelntKe 
gciiw^Jl*^«|itRth»  h»Rccemffi^h>?^m  God,  but  who^they 
Wltytiieii  jti*b(l»^owPfltheytlu9te;  they  little  think  jhat 
fy^i  r^^c^Sftf  pwiif ty;j^what.«jHfy Jtev<?  after  he  totihgir ; 
ytfklk^mj  .X^i^wiftite^lyfHithipfee  that  th^t  is  slKhQ  ac- 
knclia«lgejP3«#ywfWet.<fc^o4ferwhat.youeni^^  that  voij 
ha^  SI  ftoin  Qpa« :  ^  yw  ^^  i(Gkoo\tledgeUkewire;hat  Ood 
re&rvitlihts  propriety  alter  he  hath  given  it  voii.  God  dothpcr 
vcr  eiveaoy  thsngiomtw$y  tliWqncftici^ipy^ 
•*frtcilW«H*y«»»H*^*/<*  ^  ifjrottf  own, 

iiiih|i«mH!9fej»JWymiM^  pattethwithhii 

Tt  own 


— J 
J" 


Lea. 


1 


Ohf. 


Godre- 
fcrvitj 
propriety 
in  ail  dui 
he  gi?eth 
umout. 
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owne  proprietf .  God  never  givedisi^thiDg  &,  u  to  part  with 
his  own  poopriety ;  though  he  htth  civeo  it  you,  yet  yon  ctzuiat 
&y  ititMiiie/itittfjpt^c£God,ithMitiB. 

There  is  no&idib(»id  opon  confcience  to  nfe  all  the  coflrforts 
we  luueforGod  aatfais,tolookoptoCkKi^ndftt4liflta&cnEMf 
from  him  ia  the  way  of  a  covenant  pf gtioe.  1 6y  this  itiatiMt 
wiUlay  abondtijxm  confcience^  to  moke  nfe  dfyotir  <ftiK% 
andx)f  all  you  «ioy  for  God,  and  not  think  to  emj^y  Aem&r 
your  owoe  ends :  It  i$  not  the  fljj^ht  ackoowledgtment  duet 
IdolatQif  have^that  all  comes  ftom.  uod,  wiM  doit  $  CamaE«iqB 
lookupoatlMtthey  faavCf  oammtKftom  GodtlgxMgli  lecwd 
caufcs,  and  no  hiitfaer ;  but  aChrimaA  lociks  tijpon  that  xMck 
he  hsth  ascdmimneiroi^God  in  a  covenant  or  gractj  and  tistt 
et^geththe  heart  foongly  to  vik  all  for  God,  inwo  whon  aH 
is  received  uiiiich  4  wiy*  »  t 

Verfe  6.  Thtrefm  teUU^  TrnMiidge  40f  tfywuj  wi^  f*«r«^ 

l%rfe  two  y^cfn  ace  the  -woilcings  ^Gdd^boweL^  merae. 
toward  his  Eleft  amondl  Ifracl »  in  the  midft  cfthit  ipflft 
dreadfiiUjthreatningsagilnfthH:.  they^H  Mak^nftt^Fdmm^ 
tift#//<0figrace(in  the  Chaj^er^)  to  the  Ele^^th6M|ft  minded 
with  foMe  feverity.  They  areitxleed  the  Epitom^tof  ^the  wMe 
Chapter^  for  I  told  you  inthe^vifion  of  the  Obt^erattheii^ 
gimin&fhattJiQfe'Werethetwo  pans,  dechtinglfiMlsfitme, 
with  tliffeatntRg/udgement,ofidydprknj^ 
Eled-,  uatofome  anx^ngft them.  The ftft  ptftis  tik>m  th«te- 
ginningi^the  i^  verfe,  the  4etond  ftfeisitlie  i4.¥ec<e  to  die 
end ;  Only  this'tf.andj.  ver.  comfiiacliinfkedui&ti  ts  k  wonc 
mParemliefi^and'centainetf^^heifomalettfa&iAeothcir  i  ifbrte 
Wasiin^thrtatniflig  wty  dfcftgetiier  jn€hie44  itld  5^  vtsi&o,  onil 
7oa<htUimdeMtAtnth^«.Weilnd  ftl^«nvg<ling4nafihf«iM^ 
ni^^way  tgaine;  <pndly 'M  thi^tf /aiid^.'VCtles  is^:i(buiidanoe 
of  grace,  tl^ugh  fliixed>yit(i'foQMiareiity,'ttyoo.fl^ 
the  opening  oHheoi*  '  ••  .  i—  ..,i  ...i:  ,:  . 
fo0th^eg(pti€atiefl^^f^he!virDrd5^  •'     »-  ;    ..        -j. 

aodtaA¥cr«hiok#f40N^ 
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iflsMUioni(hnl&kitlitMtni%  n^dMj  Mi^/4 

)iMl  Will  deale  witkyoiiki  tncitbef  w«y. 
Thinf^ihh^ld^'}  Tkatwtjrcl  tnifie  now  diit  tfeeikof^ 

tlis  wiy  ;a  w^ilcmftUwffC&ttlwfll  ileile  with  yt/^mtiWf^ 
B9hML 

Ji0iihed£i$tf0bfw^.^  ThireisttWo-lokl  k^etlMGod 
Otttctiabotic  bis  people;  Xh«t\»tb(fih&J^09ffr$Hm$Hio\!iwp 

fieneriU*   FMk,ih0h^orpi»MftidiT,  (hat  yoo have ^.;. 

^..wlmeGodthrMttfetiithatftevlrill^i^^i^ff  th0kedrejr0m 

kA  VimfMdMytiSittkt  away  U^pcd«^ion  rami  fo  it  is  fakf 

^Ut,thzt64dhid  MgiihiMdb^tti ;  But  that  is  notthe  hedge 

ha«fir)eam,^ilisthehef%eofifflii^icNi.*  lyMydgemfthytP^^ 

that  if  ^  I  will  bring  fore  and  heavy  aflliftions  upon  yoti,  but  yet 

nfi«wi)F^iiimy,thi6affiiftietia'ihai^  be  but  as  a  hedge  to 

kaepyoaiifrom  e^, they  Audi  itotd^  orbrtdgevit 

upmyMi 

I  -.  liHlkimipwftkiif^  mih^^muK^  Thatis^I  fee  you  will 

twiokigdiiVtlfefewayera  aadfalfr  WorOiip,  I  Witt 

jaAetbKndifia4t«oV(MHyoa(lHdtgdethiM%h  if 

y«ivriU\ebi^tofMr iMU/yoa^^  toyoarldeb*  but 

yMihidl%piidDid«  K  is  a  M€lflphor  tikenfrom  a  huaband-^ 

mhll^^horWllhl  thecilde  iwfllbr^over  paftures^makes  thicic 

ih^dj^lM^Ae^OialLHotgelovaf.Aey^ai^ 

(be  with  much  trouble  if  they  docgoe  over.  So  I  wiU  deale 

WtiUi^>fiu<feBbdl  Orwken  a^httbtadman  (ecib  pafleti^ers 

indiMiathriillngiduidtoo  btoid,  andfofpoilethe  grade  or 

tteJoOEiie^iielavtiibtii^^ 

hMtomtf^  6siniKyioirjt%fludlgoew}thfdaie  trouble  i  fo 

MikfMAfiiffiUb$dnfify§mri^'jmb  ihmws. 

:  tbe  wo«bi  ai^.    It  trmf  brtli«f  wilt  |et  t&otett^  ehe  thoniea^ 

jboe  cfaiogli'they  do  gert^imighlMv^  anotter  waytodeal 

withtfaam^wittcdBif  with  ANmgeiraMiAiodii  md  diey  (hafl 

bo«ftMfep0Wcri«4c«p4keMfe»ifirtheiPfifi^  i^ftialibeasa 

wall,  and  thoiK^h  they  get  thorough  the  thornes^they  (haUnot 

''►ver  the  wail*  Tt  2  That 
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That  fie  fiaH iM  funk  htr  f^im}  Matkethechv^cf  the: 
^onjtjMi$iPbCn^ciltkJr^^  ftft,  tnddfea 

1  wit maked wsU^  and ftic (hallnot £u[wk nerpatibcsf chepctlcm 
tachan|[t4ian4  (o  y9^}mti%  ofteji  ia$aipt(ire^thatj3;t^n9tifie 
(bitickindepf  pcrtuib^tiM  of  fpirit;  im  aunner  joffpctdbi^ 
ufiiall  ampngft  men  jur hcri  their  fpirits  ^re"  troiibkd,  tfiey  feeak 
/ometiaiesmonepcribnjfoinetimejfin  another  ^  And  indecflthe 
Lord  here  fpeakes  after  the  tnannetdfmaQ^&ifhis  fpirit  were 
troubled  withthepcrverfiiesofihispeopJiN  *  BcQ^lesthecbangei 
of  the  perfpD  here  ijSi  to  exprel&  fiune  indignttioh  of  God  ag^nft 
their  perverfheflei  therefore  be  fp^ike$  as  if  he  woAld  tumc 
&omthem\ao4  rjither()>Q0tketo{6aiebody.eUe,  asif  he  (houbi 
fay  J  fpeaketp  ihe(e>yttthqy  are{hibborneandftoat;welll  will 
fpeake  toall  th^tare  abqut  uieoit  iCo  all  the  beholders,  take  no* 
tice  of  their  ftobbornefEr,.  aqd  perrerfeneflj^and  judge  between 
tbcmandme;,       ,  .  .  •  •        f  . 

And  fie  fidUfeOew  dft^  her  feverfj  Jmj^lhefidUneeevertskf 
tb/m  ;  4pifiefiaUfeei^themJkmtfiaAfi9tfinde^h^     Itldie  5* 
ver.it  was but/ir/Zf^<?4ffrr  mj  Uvers^  Vaidm^  but  hereitis». 
yfef  Wi7i/^i»',fTQ«»*Wr^ote  which  t^e^^i^kferfeq^ 
lpw^itiie?gar.c(ft>  ltiapot<wiely^5iirii.  bw  wj/*fif#^'rf'  tte 
^ord  is  tbf^  sqx%  fagie  that  is  nfed  for  perfeaotors^.  who. 
aagpriy  purlue  thofe  that  they  do  |»erfcake^   ffidiih^ij^ 
%.ver.  Ddvid  fpcakiig  of  his  eiieottet  foUdwifis,  Iff  binij^ 
the  fame  word  is  ^fedthatishetc^./Jft^iw^,  Aithhe^  Leffbt^ 
fnemy  ferfecmeemjf,  foffl,^,  It  » jthe.  fame^  .  .ftid  jfoirthclieKlSU^I 
torneit.       .  ,      .,;:.'-'  ■'•-:'.        '.:'.'..•' 

Yea  and  befidcs^theforoeortheKroKtit  betcig(^to;^itlM 
figiiifitth  todoathingauxiouflys  and  diU^cxtly,  carcfiiUy,. 
^  whereas  (in  CdL)\x %|iHeth onely a btfedfldUi^dPafc(diis»jbit3 
whfnif  coipmeth  into  fome  as  thojft  that  air  akiUnU^tM 
brew  tongbe  know  that  i^pJfiefhta<bathiog  Wt(lLtare»thati 
iblicitoufne(le>and  (tilieeoce^  therefose  it  ia.tumedby  PeUnnee^ 
anxiefrtfecMtme^:  ^ehdth  frefeemieder  fotewedwUbdgreeit 
deaU  efcdre.  So  that  this  is  niQ|«  then:  th€:Qther,  ^  fot^it  fisQOMi 
ti^ai  after  fiie  had  fome  afHidioo^ibegtew  WQHewra.taF&i^ 
and  was  more  fnigv  upon  hfxidok  then.  &e.  wiathe-* 
fore.  ^  . 

7    _     ■'   ■  sm 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


tie  rr$fhtfk;if  Vl^&^  i  a. 


'  imH$fMnH9^f9r$4ki9km.  ThooghihcbeiieverfoiBiich 
firt  upon  rhit  vtvf  o\  cvUU*  yvc  I  will  iake  a  coorTt  to  keep,  her 
ftomtf^e (hall not overttKcthean    Yea*. 

Shti^Mlfitk^  tkembktfidaymtfmdMi^m.  The.  Ivord  <igni* 
fMk  t0 fteke^vilta' ^eat  it&t  iof enUeavDorv  not  ondj^to feck 
in  ones  thou^^i)d  mtndr,biit  to  goeon  to  walkeup  and  dqwn^ 
tluir  we  01^  finde  k  ts  Inr  the  feventjr  cutncd  by  diverr  wotdathat 
(ignifea  (eekii^  more  then  ordinary » 

:  BinfMn^t^mh  tifm.  v  Let  than  be  nerer  (bfet  uponithcir 
wayea  of  Idolatry, yetl  will  keep  them  iipmtheilR  .  ' 

Thenjhatt  fii  fAyjlmllgo,f^c^  This  fhaUbe  theef&ftoHt. 
One  would  thifike  alt  this  were  nothing  but  Ihreatningjoh  no»k 
isfMrcy,fbr1t  is  for  this  ei^that  (lie  might  atlengthiay, /^^^^ 

Ito&'nuiytaketikn  theinaqi^mgiyf  tfaefei^er^^ 
of  rKefti  io  this  (hart  pariphtar<:  A^God  ihoold  &yi  Qh  you 
Ifiaelites>aH  have  gneroufly  tinned  agaioft  meinfbr{akingme» 
indfolI#wingof  your  lovers,  (ore  and  heavy  evills  arc  ready  to 
be&llyoo^  even  you^  viff  klcSt  ones,  up^ii  whommy  hearc'js 
fi»''^DMv^yw*^av(ihi^^     :3Mir  iUvUiiithe<(<)^iAiflongttilt\of 
dds  W9atMiii(le)t'hc[ceii>rc>»en  yoaimftrio^^    be  inyolv.ed 
i^theiDotninonxilamitythatihall  coine^opon  the  nation,  «nd 
whenyeuatc'under  thoft  caibmitiea^kuovr  that  I  know  ^w  to 
make  sdifoenceb^Wwirt^p^ 
^m^finhe,  i3hbiighutid(Nitl|eia^ 
f6rtfiedtfba(Sft>nto(rQiiielhdlbdlhiiKrk^ 
kit  tb  hedge  up  y  oQi  wa]M!>  to  kcM^  you  fi^^ 
to  make  your  wayes  of  (iqnie  :d^ffictilt  [that  ft>  yoUr  foules  qis^  be  ^ 
fSived^nd  Ihiftxiglpyoa  heacts- wiH  t^t  loDg.  tiitifc  IperVerfct  and 
Will  xiioteofiieatiatdifiibdiit^tf ihe^  jftt  i  wtUfe^order  Yllif^  in 
the  wayiofii^te^idcncetthat  atl^iigtbi  wilict(W«»^  ttponyow 
heatts^that  yoo  iM^ODmedQ  and  cetitfnftftt^ismctoy  y«u  J(hall  be- 
lliltfke  y^(A}m  anl  r^iKnber  ;whafi£w!efM$erMc^onhad 
itpffiy  watirj|;'^itd  yo|i  (hall  takdAiaikieto[yoilr61veSiMf¥)siCr 
kil^vM^e  ^hatdtiikraa  thfflfii  fanreibctier.with  jnoattKeaitrK  OPWn 
ifidifblidMUmttaijmdte jnw^  ^mA^i^  fl»a^.giv«^p^ywr 
£[l^  'W '«Mrftfipr)and  iameme  ipurm^!  Thuis  the  moaning 
mdfiope^fttieiirords. :      -       /.'v.  ::::. 
^^  .  Tt  ;      '  N#w^ 
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tki  fevoiiiU  obfanftcbos,  for  tli^  are  eaG^ft4ifli&  ndiif  uA  vctjT 
fwcete  and  ftttable.  Firft*  from  the  GeocnU  tbtf  ob(fi8rv|^i0ais>' 
-  Though  fach  ts  teeiftc^¥<naK  wfchGoAjwy  far^Uirtotfs 
beibvofarblinthe  i«»jad^^ 

niake  a  dtferenCebccwccnecliQm  and  others  thit  aienotiiiaH 
iHemncwithhtm:  God  wtM  have  other  cndslo  his  affiidlions 
towards  his  people  then  hehath  fowards  ethet^though'the  dtf* 
terettocbenotitrthethiiigathattlieyfirfhri  ^atthedUbroBftis 
very  broad  and^  iitridein'  ^endsfer  whlcht^  ftflcr.:  When 
thctfyaritai  tbmus  arefetbefereGod^  iaisthatth«)rBii;f  be 
daftroyed^thefiveof  Gods  anger  palfisUthodDgh themi^*de!udy 
them ».  bat  when  God  commcth  to  hia  p^^  <hoi^  Smk 
anger  be  ftirred  up  for  a  while^3rec  Mi$htjrm$  tkernfk  H^  inks 
aif^itlmp'  fi9im4 ^  See  what  dsfaaixv  Goi  inakea  beow^ie 
fi>me«t)diome  even  under  AefMc  affliftmi^  iii  thit  M**^ 
liremjtt  vrr.  5. 1  doonot  know  a  more  ramltklabir  f^aM 
inf  the  Scripture  for  this  purpofey  (aitk  God  tfaere^  ^peaidi^<^ 
tie  hatkgf^f  good  fifs^  IvM  MckuwUJgf  $ihemtimi  ^  «4^M 

if^tCal^MsfmrdmirgtU.  Hioi^thcy  beCHriflliMokhe 
Land  of  tbeCaUeanCt  i  will  acknowledge  them  than  to^botaay 
peopte^aaditilial  befMrtheir good» ,  WeUnowtheiewiaUke-' 
wif(t  a  ^^<(fr  that  hid  v^  hmghtffiftMiA^hsf  wmficlurkA** 
wiay  <uptiiie'too;b0th:w9t«r]iinitaiith3tf ,.  «rhatdothfhr%Df 
them?  iirf£4faiStt>-dimfiBtith'het^.94)  t^Sttimmi^itti^ 
athiKkf£4lmurrfafet4r$kfort/Mf^  at  thmc 

.  hurt  When  i  ddi^erttefticttecaptinCijr* 
*  Thi^  (hoqld  bra  mightf  itopott  uhto  the  S^itts;uii4lR«ll 
their  MfiKdtibfls/tfibQqgB  th^awnoiiibdiihbimt  tonfinmittid 
tie^  with  «haifc»Ue^cke«t  fot  jmfo  ttedM^ra^feJaiwtdt 
r^is^me^  may  itetfMbkdheart  fiqr^  timcs^ 
^<36d6  «f{yitiiigr0its»4iid  ocfcm  ;  faec  may.  rfflift  iMHo 
fbi^  iryiH,  and '^(hits'for  theixr  fioaiai^  but  wjMt  will  you 
fiy^tfitti'iafliAloci  cbmt«boDaai^  lithorej 

dffftMttMylwwII:  iKfifUuy .IxKtfaren^  .tho«ekiro«£afflidi#R» 
cotii^jft^ti  y^-JfU  yoKr«ns>  i£voiiibbhiayfe«MAWithp>#^ 
thedi£&enceftiUmay hold,  for  fo  it  isfaecQ, tbofe s^i^^fi^ 
j1^^ ^  ^^y  ^       _,thal 
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that  here  arefpokcQ  of  God  taUcttt  tlie  facdgtAfidtbe  wifii  th»yf 

vcffoiefre,aui4y(ti£odinMidfeth  good  and  mercic  to  them  in; 
thofe  iffliftiMft :  Hire  4s  ttoHrertne  i>Mi^  C^eR«M  of  <gr«ce, ' 
it  takes  out  the  ftii^  and  venoflne,andcurfe  even  ofaffliftidnsj' 
that  are  not  onelv  tor  tryallbut  for(inne;th^  are'to  keepe  vou 
^ih^i^Ar  Afi<^;'^  Tome  ttA6ii^tfKytty6b  f  if  To 

appeareth  unto y^>yfct  being  in  covehftnt^With  Mm,  this  ifsthr 
UdfiAg  dFOod  f>ponf oil /tharthbTe  f^odbles at^  «o^  kei$p ycAi^ 
^omgreater  mi(kty\hii^  would  befall  y  oi^Thit  fc^  the  geAeralt. 
Mbirfettlifi!  pirriculirs  «  aatUe  vrxiiilib.tk^^^^e^ 
bJti?  ThilicttctendrAEr^^^^ 

iiiyi€bMwtkA:ill^phyhot\v^^  adboniti^bsand 

n(i!aiftstkat  14ti«U  il(e%  my  Frophet^^  therefore  beholdl  wiU 
di^^waiuithuf^  From'tken(iewemay<4)ferve>firft,  ' 
>  iThei>eia\rveh;ittth4  Stfntj  (ilch  a^flanriQi  dHpofirionlremai-' 
^ngSthatthir^i«<IMIi^a  oiK^ifgaitift  Godalong  tiin^ev^iiia- 
^iiMl  atooMtionsl  «^^atioc»i  ^nviAions,  atiddiif^at* 
nitijgpfc^oflAk  Wo<d.  Niftohely  the  reprobate  will  doe  To/ bat 
thill  is  the  l^enredencide  cf  the  hearts  of  men,  that  ^en  the 
dcftc^^Sed^vfll  iiaeAy  times  doefo^tMs  ka  fore  and  a  grieMua 
cviU  that  iffiionldU  AH  fe'of  them,  ferif there  be  hicenuity  in 
ad3(j!^int^mMi,<tb^ttt^ 

tbctafeJtie  heafet  of  tf  toth  t6  yeeld,  and  furely  gtace  doth 
chti^e  tk«  hutt  'Of  r  iekti  f  A^nuoua  ^  and  Cod  dtpefts  that 
lA«i«}fliMldb^meltif]|r0irp!ritatthe  rtMic^five^  of  his 
dif^lMtfilKv'  y^'  behold  eireri  in  theheiirtisrdFVhe  godly  many 
lilhte^li^k«!ajhelh  (oini^eh^  flaviftnefle^  that  they  will  net 
ceteetiibattOgoh  Gods  dba^ihg  ve^  harclty  with  tfaem,they  mw 
hi^MBMiy^mdtion^  ^  they  niuft  be  whipped  home^efbre  they 
will  tetnaie  kbstit^  Gbdmuft  ftnd  the  do^  liitny'  timers  to  wcm-- 
4^h$^lhfll^6Aoi«lHey4ri^tc0^^        thts  God  coikpl^ifis 

«ait  may  bofeiddPmarty,even^PAeadhti;  ^en  wefee  howj 
ctli^WaMS^And  dea^gsof^od  4tetijWds^!beYrf,7ekeven<>ed 
4lkiilMfi^iMk)B9'  ^^  W^ha^;  Is^^soh*  obe'tf  fer^iit  ?  ftlit'aj 
«d«>»?46tiwd«ldh'ytee«i^d^ 
fe.  5.  J  dtfalt 
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my 'Prophets«im3niOvu%and thii^atning.  ther^lorc IwiU da 
thttftni  tlMis>*  tii<3ef<iM)I  will  C9n(idprc4'&9U?  oilier  Way  to 
deale.wuhjou.  ..         .,-    ^.  '.'..,  . 'jL  ;.  ::; 

'..>.  -; TfecQbfcrwuiqnA?,   .oP.^  -  -•;  li-^J  '^: --^••: 

^VVh<ih<WW)«Waw$  wai.notkc^frptfttfipfiftCMii^^ 
AVie  l^ye  to  dcale  with,arouc  {4ves>  we  ipiift  Mt  itft  thtrc,  but 
fot  ev^  our  brainspTi  work  to  lopkaW  ot&eN9ieanes<W6iicwiU 
not  tb^sdoeit^Jschgr^nny  thing  elfe  t^j^t  ^olJ^bly. 9ia]^4c> jt? 
Xh|tp«tiFic$thcn  (Hilb^iiMJliiMj^ifC^Si^ 
rj;v>'icP<K)cy»ftiidy<p*^Uadawoyw  im^t^^lsftx/fk'^ 
vahejsf,  be  is  fruftrate d  in  one>  and  if  that^do  not  do  ir>  he  bet  wika 
Wi^^ifpfdf^,.  IS  there  a;iy  thing  eUewilUo;M^if  thevobecu^ 
thing  in  jthe  world  can  doit,  itfliiilhotbelaftiiiiatte&ipced; 
Godd^ch  Mtft^^nt\y,^%(irofik\f  p^cS>kJitffwf<thfy  (lai)4ait 

Iagair^kiui«m;l^.pfrpfQiwww«»)  9ti$]t|}»^^  ^KiQtJierfch^ 
aiHtnot-iKvcoyeruntwitHhjn^)  Xiod  is  qyicj^twiffcthea^  i»l:jf 
thc/com;; not inpr^Tently,  faiecutts thealoC  and wfU faai^ne 
n^Dretpjdo  withtheoivbutfprhisoy^li  people thQi]^h.they:(lu4 
outlo.igi  ;ypt  G^d tjyeUi^^  meni^  a.^cr iinpthfl  i^»l4ft<F  t^ 
Wotlier/..  XMsistl?figra^eofG0!4t^^li|l^W/l#  / 

ltQiQMlsli>e«rc^?cfoi|iiHaW:C^jjVtWf,efWl^ 
deaii?  with  c^h^jtl^t^re under  ypii,^  WiFhyqiic^hilireaor  fjss^ 
vantS|don6;ratiifieytMir(clves;»t:h]^5lhaveadinonf 
and  threatned  ^beB;,^nd  pcrfftfadtJ  tbijm,  Wh<|t  f  ^^iv?jrift  tliQr  1 
willnotfome  io  ;)\yj>a)if.:v?iUy.<>i|,hf  ye)n©,morti^dp>^f;tjh  diirtti  f 
then ?;Willy ou caft thcni of^m^WlyJ, tiW  ft^^rf (b#c  W||«  1 

tbinkfi  jvH  wp;k  uppig  thfiq  if  tliif^^^^ 

wiUf^e  m^aesi  w4i  any}t^b0doi^  r  if/uiycf^tng  will^yon 

(hould  labour  to  dea|e  vf  j^t  hrmifib#C;  way/-  $g^jF«iiirjD!W9  r 

hearts,  when  yoiuw^pqvinfic^  ^th;:  f  vilof  y<wr.qPin  ftcaitf^it  1 

is  tme  ypur  confcien<;<^fi- wiU  npt  beqiHetri^ffl;;  ywWe  fomci 

me*  DCS  againft  that  (mnethat  is  in  your  hearty  yfftl^y  but  I  hayc 

ufed  meaoesal  bave^ayed  the  >vard  to  my  h^rt^the  thrca^niiigf/ 

tbcf  roqiifes  %p  mf^V^^^  h^Y€M9y^  «Pftei{r4tell»«ff 

will  fi  Dot4a?jif^lnotflyc||fl4rt.cwflW?.l^ 

'  .  '  meanfl 
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xarans  to  be  uftd  ?  what  do  yoQ  faf  to  thcafBiding  of  y«ur 
iMile  ?  Try  that; you  hwe  layed  tii«  word  to  your  heart, 
and  you  fiode  k  doth:  not  work,  trv  th«  aMidiiig  of  your 
ibutes  in  humiUationj  tnSdm,  and  pray ec,  bt  tb$  over* 
coiBOUiis^of  yoor  fin^^  Thus  uod  d«th,  wheo  aduxKiiiiont 
andtxbtstatmsof  the  Prophets  wiilnocdo^  yft  iaithGodJ 
MriUtr)ra0oiher¥nqr»  Iwillbetfaiokeiscoffofn^  other  cour^'j 
iwH  kfJ^tup  their  -maj  mtb  thorntSy  and  I  wUlfce wither 
lorn  bring  tfaen in  that  way.  Thde  two  &omtheiofer9t)cc^ 

¥cemtheiK3iecf  ttientk>n,£«fcaMwehftveaa  exceUMtufe^ 
foil  ohfiervitioo  that  mtucaUyiptmgethup* 

FocGodtoimhcthewaycsl^iinnetobtf  dilQcHlt  to  iioncnTj 

is  a  msA  fingidv  mnrcy.    Howixvcr  ^tlwtycs  it   d^th 

not  provefii,  bttc  take  it  at  the  wocft*  ytt>  is  bettiar  foi 

the  way  of  Cimctohchi^tdwith  Hmrnaj  afxl  to  brovide  dilS- 

culttous^theatohavetht  ffBootheftway  that  pofHUycanbo 

As  it  ii  one  of  the  ^tcsttcft  >udgements  of  Gpd  n^qn  wkk- 

ed  meato  kgrftnmbbng  blocks  brtorethem  in  the  wayof  righie*- 

oafbe&;ib  |t  Jsoae  cCthe  greatftmcrciesaf  God  t#  h^  fhiMcfa 

to  ItyftiiBbUng  bkcksaDdLd^fficukics  beferetlMm  in  the  way  of 

finne.  It  isaaufaail  way  oiGods  deaUngcven  with  ieprolMt44> 

wkkthofehehat^nDlavciBtOv :  that  ia  the  Ym^  ^  ^Urr 

i;6fe«i.a  tfaciway  to  Jife» .  he  m  .hi$rpj&  imigfimw^' 

kijvcb  ifautjhliiig^iblocltta^  afldlJi»yai^(wi&Vi9 

difficult  do  tJaen^thc  hedgeef  ttwroe^  oomipftlfelabouc  tlie  Way 

^  xi^ii|eQu(befle  to  the  wkked^itkere^eyoHihaUiind^itio 

iV#.i5.i9.thatti;a  wsj^tf  ibi  fiifikfmit  w$m  it  ftid  to  \^^^ 

AM^e^flMTMr;  thatia^  aflotMiillinia^flthoMalwk 

tfaere^  he  karfidiiipoaiaiipikiiy  tkk  Wfliaaild  p^tf^vmeaa  ^^m^ 

paiibaboitwithanheiigeaf  tbomr^,  :X3od  in  htsjufibjiidgeiMnt 

iiifoctJi£Khdtfiicoltirshtleaftto  appcarete  himiAtbc  wigr.oi 

his  dotiesthac  nukethim  to  have  hoLiniiidetvi  the<ii*Nowtk^  k 

a  grievous  Judgement  of  God  to  c^e  the  way  of  hia  fm 

to  aiq>eare  fo  difficrit ,    thi  fa   fti^  tlttM-  from  it  ^ 

What  fliould  I  do  madUi^<with  &di  ^sdfnch  waves?  I  fee  I 

mA  liifir  thus  and  thi]s>  thtte  are  thefeandtheieftumbUng 

bloekeatbat  I  wndk  go  0ver>  thefcand  theft  troubles  that  1  muft 
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meet  withall,  I  were  better  fit  (till  and  be  qaiet ,  I  (hall  ne- 
ver be  able  to  goe  thorough.     Such  ftumbhng  blocks  God 
layes  in  the  way  of  godlyneffe  before  the  widced,  arid  they 
ftuiTible  at  them,  and  (all,  and  break  their  necks.    On  the  other 
fide,  God  in  abundance  of  mercy  cafteth  tumbling  blocks  in  the 
way  of  finne  before  his  people,that  they  cannot  get  over^if  they 
ftumble,  it  is  but  to  breake  their  thins^  and  to  fave  their  fouls. 
But  when  the  wicked  ftumble^the^break  their  necks  and  damne 
their  foules.  But  no w  the  wayes  oFGpd  are  plaine  t»  the  righte^ 
ous,  Prtf.  8.9.  They  4re  all  fUUnet$  him  that  Hnderftopiieth^  and 
right  t0  him  that  fnJeth  knowledge.    Gods  wayes  are  very  plain 
to  the  godly,  and  finnes  wayes  are  very  difficult;  but  on  the  o- 
therfide,  to  the  wicked  Gods  ways  are  very  difficult,  and  the 
ways  of  finne  are  very  plain.    Oh  unhappy  men,  fares  Ijtther, 
when  God  leaveth  them  to  them&lves,  and  doth  not  refift  them 
in  their  luft  s  1  woe,  woe  to  them  at  whofe  finnes  God  doth  wink^ 
when  God  lets  the  way  to  hell  be  a  fmooth  and  pkafant  way. 
That  is  a  heavy  judgement,  and  a  figneof  Gods  indignation  a-- 
painftmen^atoken  of  his  rejeftion  of  them,  that  he  doth  not 
mtendgood  onto  them.   You  blefleyour  felves  many  timesthat 
in  the  way  of  finne  you  finde  no  difficulty ;  if  a  whore-mafter,  or 
a  malicious  man,  who  would  accomplhloi  his'own  ends^  finde 
all  things  go  on  as  he  defires,  fb  that  he  hath  not  any  mb  in  his 
*  way,no  not  fo  much  as  a  prick,  be  bleffeth  himfelf.    Blcfiethy 
felr?  If  thou  kne  weft  allt  thouluftcauieto  howle,  andweii^ 
thy  hands^foF  the  curfe  of  God  is  upon  thee,  a  dreadfiiU  cuxfe  to 
make  the  wsnr  of  finne  plea&nt.    On  the.  odier  .fidcy  perhaps 
many  of  Gocu  Saints  when  they  finde  the  wayes  of  finne  iome* 
What  difficult  to chcin^they  are  txoabledatit,  ^bat  they  cannot 
have  their  Mrill.    Troubled?,  thocrhaftcaufetoblefe  God  who 
hath  thjHS  eroded  thee,fbr  it  is  an  argument  of  mud  love  to  thee. 
There  is  a  Behold  put  to  this,  that  C^  Aiould  be  fa  mercifiill  to 
them  to  maketheir  waysofldolatry«andfiiperftitiondifficuittQ 
them.  -       I     » 

lyriAbedgtftfherwdymiththprp^f. 
From  hence  thdcthree  QhTervflktions  r-  / 

I^kft,  there  is  much  briatUhnefie  in  ^the  hearts  of  Godir  people* 
Not  oacly  fiavifluiefie  that.wasbeforcbut  bruti6bLne&  too^That 
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jvcfiuv,  incy  miuv  vmi  oncij  oc  ucan  wufiau  as  ih^v^>  \iuirajy  f 

and  fo  be  brou^thorme,  but  at  brute  beafti,  they  mi^haveibn^e 
preient  evill  upon  thein>  or  other  wife  they  will  not  return  out  of 
their  eviUwty^  except  their  (in  be  fortheprefent  grievous  and 
trooblefbac  to  them.  It  is  not  enpugh  (you  know  j  to  threa- 
ten brute  beaik,But  they  muft  have  fbme  pixrfent  evil  upon  thcin> 
ifwe  would  keep  them  fromiuch  a  place  we  would  not  have 
them  goe  unto.  A  man  that  hath  Tome  underftanding,  though 
he  hatha  flavifhrpirit,  yet  he  may  be  kept  for  feareai  fiiture 
evils;  but  when  a  man  comes  to  this,  that  nothing  but  pre-^ 
fent  evils  willkeep  him  off,  he  ijworfethen  a  (lave  in  thisj 
he  cannot  be  keptfi:om(innebytheexeroi(eofhisreafon)Gcd 
muft  alio  deale  with  him  as  a  brute  beafl,  God  muft  come  and 
let  feme  prefent  evill  be  upon  him  to  prick  him,  or  elfe  he  will 
goe  on  in  an  evill  way.  This  isbrutimncife,  even  in  the  hearts 
of  the  Saints. 

Secondly  i  hence  we  may  fee  the  proncneiTe  of  mens  natures 
to  Idolatry,  the  way  muft  be  hedged  up  to  keep  men  from  it. 
It  is  not  enough  to  fore- wame  men  of  it,but  all  means  that  can 
beuiedislittleenoughtokeep  off  men.  How  wicked  then  is 
the  way  of  many  amongft  us,  who  feek  to  makft  the  way  to  Ido- 
latry as  (inooth^  and  pldne)and  open  as  they  can  1  yea  inftead  of 
ftoppingfuch  as  have  inclinations  to  it^  they  lay  before  them 
the  inciting  and  intifing  occa(ions  whidi  adde  to  their  owne 
propenlion  fuch  delegation  as  pntteth  them  on  forward  with  a 
fvrift  fiicility. 

Thirdly,  Afflidions  to  the  people  of  God^  are  Gods  hedges 
to  keep  them  fiom  (inne.  The  command  of  God  is  one  hedge, 
and  af  fliftbn  is  another.  Therefore  (in  is  called  by  the  name  of 
TrMfpr€fi9n^  Trai^cflion^whatisthat  ?  Jhatis,  going  be- 
yond our  bounds,  gokig  over  the  hedge ;  a  man  that  Snneth,goes 
over  the  hedge*  And  weiinde£^Wr/.  lo.  &  He  that  Inreaks 
the  hedfre,  affrpent  /b^  kite  himi  It  is  true  in  regard  of 
the  hedge  of  Gpds  command,  he  that  will  venture  to  break  that 
hedge,  muftexpeftaierpenttobitehim,  muft  expeft  the  bi- 
ting of  Confeierlce,' and  theanguiftiand  horrour  of  that :  But 
when  that  hedge  is  bvdke,Goit  comoieth  with  another  hedge  to 
keephisptoplofeoiB  finflif,  £>youhaveitexpreftinM  33. 17, 

Vv  a  ^      ,,  (     18^ 
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mMmffm  bif^pmrfafe,  ami  ie  kfffttb  hscl^hit  fnt/e  frm$  the  po:^ 
As  fuppoTea  beall  be  ninraogto.laeb  tftflxnrc,  perhaps  hcdodi 
iiot  fee  the  h0dge,aful'it  may  t>ciidae  {huudil  ruoaea  liukfmtber, 
fa^^^Tould  be  plut^fjed  in  a  pit,  andtfcere  defixoycd,  jiotnowtfae 
bosbandmun  fi^i^afaedgetbere^stulivJientlK  iKaftcooMncth 
J  sift  to  '^hc  hedge,  to  the  xbome$,  then  it  is  (mthdriwxi  from 
what  it  was  about,  andfoi^he  i&  of  it  prefisrved ;  fo  itmay  he 
with  a  man  tliat  is  running  to  iiich  a  place,  wibcn  he  fneeteth 
witfi  ibmethinf  vbit  hindtcs  him^heis  witbdrawn'fiom'hi$  por- 
pbfe,  and  his  Vdttle  is  kept  back  fsmndtatb*     YoEuiietojdaak 
tbi\s  with  foMc  chtldren,if  youliireJn  tiie  Coancvey  Qeer  dttcfacs 
ttnd  f  rt$  <A  water,  ypu will  hedge  mbout  the  pits,  for  fesre. 
your  children  (houldi^aU  into  them,  and  fo  the  hedge  koepcrii 
thecbiyren  alive.  '  AsafiliiSkimskeepKheSanitsfTOmiinne^^ 
a  hedge  to  them,fo  the  difficulties  in  GoJs  ways  keeps  the  lirio^ 
kedf rom  God,  When  ilidiaxitiiesttrerafiirexb  hdl  oiit,icihoaId 
te«^(^h'ii^  to^4i(n(ider  wlMtnk««y  bkir^e  are  iri,wiiy  ?  i^ 
ce^  paft  aboat^iif  tftdlwii^,  with  ditficuk^ 
his people4f«m  them*  Woll^T:a»n iniiway  9iangon iQit^.aoa 
fhre'Htn  ^ofitp^^about  with  drfficoities,.  it  mayiie  dhe^diffi- 
cithftL^OTe^HK  uodshedgesrtDi(eep.iRe  fcotn  fiQ^r^-hour  Aall 
I  know  thai  ?  for  fomcMnes  didiculties  «rebut  tcyaHsof  our 
graces,ancltbeytmy  befuchaattfortlK  Kinriiig  npouccsaocs 
fobreake  throQgh  the  htrdgc,  lib  frar-S.rj^.  dfifikzilttestfie^^ 
bc^  hedge  ^f  thornes  ;  thty  lie  in  the  ways  of  Gahifenfld 
^at  are  Me(]fcd  wayes  ,    dven  the  wocke  ;c£  the  Saints 
/lYocrrtd  be  t&ftfm^  Alp  their  gncrs,. and  to  beak tthorough this 
hedge,  thougbihey  be  pridioi,  mditheir  ftrfh  t»nie ,  that  is 
theSrexcdgem^5Chat^b(^  canbreakrthcira^  tho^difficukies, 
faith  will  car^  thcvoi^  ail  jdilficiikies  ii\  iGods  wmfeM< 
Thereforehtrt  is^Sh^Wyall^whenlimeet  with  difficiiI(iei>IflBuft^ 
nm  fofbearebeeaUfe^thete  are  ditiicuhits,  ^Kstliniall:  exaimae^ 
I^  it  the  way  of  God  or  not  ?  If  itt^tfac  way  of  Q^d,  ^theoiky 
afide  tiK  thought  of  diiikulcies,tif  haveankforitlet  the^4iffir 
ailties  be  nt  ver  fo  Imnby,  auid  iheiiedgeDnswer  fo  itUcke,  (yctil: 
muft  bFeake^t4it^h;«iid}(3odwfihcnacliidK^^^ 
kibntofft^e^ocbefliidw^jiiri^cm'eBAQi^^  the  iMtyj 

"      /  am 


Digitized  by 


Google 


thernfifelterfHo%  e  a. 


jm  in  isnot  wananted  by  God,  dmi  I jBoft  kn^ 

ia  laying  ctiffioilties  in  the  wi^jis  tofiop  mygoing  onin  it jand  it 

i»ddrpera(0Refle  in jneto  fedoetD  tareake  thorou^,  in  fedcif^ 

to  breake  thorough  I  ma^  ibneake  my  neok,  thigpticrc  I  moft 

looke^o  it  xfaatlhave  wapcant  from  God  tor  thofe  wayts  I 

amjn. 

Ob  that  men  would  think'of.ttfiit  when  they  meet  ivitfa  diffi- 
culties in  their  vvaies  I  I  might  fhe w  how  the  Saiiots  liave  many 
timesiDetavithcii&ultieS4n«heirwiues,  and  yetlianreigone  on 
waolLAnmffk^  Tioit^  iMcd  is  one  of  tiic  la^  "finnMS  ex- 
Mopktmekswci  n  tjie  BciolcioPGinl^die'tf  i  f^cvkies  he  jnet  wich^ 
aUy;«aditaintJie3yi9rt!h«tGodii:<tn^Jlfe  iGod 

JudliiiimtatineTOiiis  Father ^^^nr,  mid  yet'hemet  wifhifiMior 
feven  aaoft  ipiodsgious  difRonlties-,  ifhat  oDe  'Would  iva^ 
xkoi^fat  fliQ(uU.have  madehiflEi  doubted  whtDherhe  W46  in  Gods 
T^my  or  not^  andihave^ded  him  to  return >back  againe*  F irft) 
j;iii^4jiifnDJBQdiKifli,andimend6inirchie&agair^h^  andJ&- 
,/ku,  hcmthat  'jfrnmey  C9»cs  toiin«tt  iiitn  with  a  purpofe  tade- 
Arey  !Mtii^  ihia  nvilres  ^nmk  xlyed,  and  ]R4£^/v//  her  (elfe*dyed 
lin  Ttbit  journey  >  iieiba>d.hia  dipgbter  Dinsh  defloured,  bis 
ttwe^^tlnM  xofnmitted  'that  horrible  vt^ickednefTe  ,  in 
muifberitigifhe'Secheinites :  All  thefethings  fell  out  in  Jac^ifs 
jbnvney ;  fas'Oiigfathtve'&id,  Am  I  in  the  way  that  <  >  od  wpnld 
haveme^  Ves^.i^od^^ipraisinhi^way ,  he  had  an  expi^flewar- 
(]anit)fimit<ik)dn»«;oetl)it  journey.  DrtiicuUies  therefore  muft 
j|iotdibMrageitsy*^battweaQUftbnfak«thrdiight4^  EfpeciaU 
iy  intlMretiiiies.  ft-wma  low  and  poore  ^irit^to  be  kept  from 
a  good  way  becaufeof  a  few  thornes,beoau£;  of4bme  diffaculties 
ftbat  wemeet  witHali  in  the  way.  5f  we  know  it  be*Goda  way, 
jgoefiiroaghitfiithenanie4f<G6d,  let  the^ifificultiesbewhat 
cfaeywttll  ^'B«tiifliieuw)^bMQt'Watvan«edbyGed3  letthcdif- 
^cuHiet  wef  meet  witbfliU  A^f  us^  4br  Gpd  tntend<!th*themtobe 
a  hedge  to  keepe us  from  fin. 

A^m^it  Hfiould  make  us  be  content  when  any  aHUAionWals 
•tia ;  wfayibecajiieit  t^more'then'weknowbut  thut^God  intenik 
4rbundc«ato(gaad4rous^  Stmaybes^if  fhfsafHiftiefihadnot  be- 
fallenthee,  thou  hadftundone  tbyfelfe  :« If  this  affiiAionthat 
tivm.do^feF^ktoge&wtof>  ^aadthitUi^jthy  f<«ife  ibmife- 
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imble  under  it^  if  it  had  not  befklne  thee ,  thou  migfateft  havefaln 
into  the  pit  and  beene  lcft»  therefore  be.not  troubled  fo  much 
at  the  afHidjon,  but  examkie  whether  it  be  not  a  hedge  that  God 
hath  fet,  to  keepe  thee  from  a  farther  mi&iy • 

But  it  feemes  that  this  will  not  ftrve,  there  suift  be  tiwoM  ^  as 
well  as  this  hedge.  Hence  the  obfervation  is  this  > 

The  perverfenefleofaQians  heart  is  fuch^thathe  willbreake 
through  many  difficulties  to  get  unto  fin. 

We^retde  of  •Idolaters ,  who  would  caufe  their  children 
to  pafk  thorough  the  fire  to  their  Idols,  that  was  more  then 
a  hedge  of  thomes.  Wee  fee  it  often  that  mens  hearts  are  (b 
ftron^y  bent  upon  theurfios^that  though  it  were  to  paie  through 
a  great  dedk  of^trouble,  though  they  prick  and  teare  themielves^ 
yet  they  will  have  their  fin.  As  that  notable  ftoiy  that  Amtr^fc 
tels  usof»  ofonePi&iV^/iwMi  who  brought  his  body  to  grievous 
difeafes^  by  undeaneneile^d  drunkencdlej  and  theP^fitians 
told  him  I  that  if  he  did  not  abftaine  he  would  certainly  lofe  his 
eyes,  there  was  no  help  for  him ;  aflboneas  ever  he  hesreth  this* 
he  anfwereth thus,  Faieof  lumen 4mk$n^,  FarewdlOspleaiant 
light,. rather  then  I  will  deny  my  felfeinthis,  I  wiUnereriee 
light  more ;  he  would  venture  the  lofleofhiicye6>  rather  then 
lofe  the  fatlsfa  Aion  of  his  lufts.Thus  it  is  with  oiany^  what  do 
they  venture  for  their  luftsl  What  an  argument  ikouU 
us  to  venture  much  forGod^to  indure  littd  things  for  the  bleflEed 
God:  though  there  befomehardftupbetweeneusandoordaty, 
breake  through  all  to  get  to  that  duty ;  wicked  men  wiil  breaKc 
through  great  difficulties  to  get  to  their  fins.  There  Iieie4  bea 
wall  as  well  as  a  hedge* 

Wdl  >  if  there  be  need  of  a  wall,  I  willhave^  w^^  iaith 
God ,  I  will  wall  up  her  way ,  thoi%hflienay  make  a£hift 
to  breake  do  woe  the  hedge,  flieAiaU  not  breake  downe.the 
waU>  it  is  too  ftrong,  and  too  high.  Hence  the^bierva^ 
tion  is, 

God  when  he  pleafeth  will  keep  men  fitom  their  fins  in  fpigfat 
of  their  hearts,  they  (hall  not  have  thek  way,  they  &all  not  have 
^  their  defire  doe  what  they  can.  When  GcId  fees  men  fit  upon 
I  th.ir  wicked  defires,  if  they  be  thpfe  that  beloi^  nottolum, 
i  perhaps  God  may  damne  them  for  their  wicked  defies ,  and  yet 
'       they 
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tkiv  (hall  not  have  them  neither ;  they  (hill  go  to  hell  for  them, 
atKl  never  come  to  accomplifli  them.  *  Sanl^  how  dcfperately  let 
MTU  he  to  mifchiefe  DuvU  ?  bat  God  made  a  wall  that  he  could 
not  get  to  have  his  dc(ire>doe  what  he  could.  Many,  efpecially 
great  men ,  how  ftrbngly  are  they  fet  upon  their  defires  I  they 
muft  have  itj  and  they  will  have  it>  and  they  muft  and  muft,  no- 
thing (Commeth  from  them  but  mufi  and  nrfisf ;  well,  they  may  be 
dcceived»Godknowethhow  to  crofie  theAioftftubtiorneand 
ftout  hearts  that  live  upon  the  earth,  that  they  (hallnothave 
what  they  would  have  in  this  world.  1  will  mdkg  a  wait.  God 
doth  thus  make  a  wall  about  mens  fins,  by  lending  fore  and  hea- 
vy afHiftio]:v»  as  about  the  drunkards  way,  when  God  brings 
feme  grievous- difeaie  upon  h^  body,  perhaps  he  is  fo  ftoppM 
that  hecannot  drinke>  that  is  a  wall  about  his  fin,  that  he  cannot 
M)c  to  it  according  to  his  defire  ;  fotheundeaneperfon,  God 
^ungsfucha  diieafe  upon  him.  Chat  he  cannot  havcithe  plea- 
fure  of  his  lull  though  he  would  never  lb  faine :  fo  when  God 
brings  poverty  upon  others  ,  that  they  cannot  follow  their 
ambition  and.  pride  ,  doe  what  they  can ,  thefe  are  as  wals 
CO  thena :  but  God  doth  not  alwaies  dee  this  in  a  way  of 
iBCicy,  . 

lijf  ill  make  ^  W4U.  Firft,  4  hedge ^  and  then  a  wmU  :  Hedce  ob- 
ferve,  when  lei&rafflift  ions  will  not  ferve  to  keepe  men  from 
their  finnes,  God  ufuallv  commeth  with  greater  and  forer ;  I  fee 
fbae  of  them  will  breake  thorough  the  hedge,  1  wiB  m^ks  ^  i»^ 
therefore>  that  is,  I  will  coinewith  flironger  and  greater  affli- 
Aions,andfo  keepe  them  off.  Levit.26. 18.  IfjeuvnUnotferalL 
th»9  {aithGpd,  t/trne  untome^  1  mil  funifi  yoMjeven  times  mtnre^ 
imdlypillbresJ^thefrideafjeur  fQwer;  you  thinke  there  is  a 
power  in  your  hand,  and  there  is  pride  in  your  power,  for 
.powcrraiftth the heartupto pride ;  I  willbr^e  it,  I  will  ne- 
ver leave  tilllhaYa  br:okevQur  hearts  in  fpite  of  you;  and  you 
(hall  finde  in  that  chapter  foure  or  five  times  mention  of  feven 
timesm^re.  ThisisaFtcrthehedge,thenthececommeihawaU. 

AnAfhejfJbiUl  net  finde  their  fMtbs. 
^    Hence, 

Godi$  8^1e  to  ftrike  men  with  bllndoefle  that  they  fliall  not 
fee  their  waf  •  Though  there  be^n  evill  way  of  mifdiiefe  before 
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tkem^  ytt  God  knowcshaw  ta  ftfikcthemwifbbluMlncffi;^ 
though  them  be  nothing  ro  hmia  tiieai  intr,  Godcanrftcikir  men 
with blin(;lenef&  oneway ororber that  th«y  fibaltnot  bcabteM 
fee  their  way  before  cbeoi.  We  have  tbis^thsi  day  exceediangiiy 
fulfilled  incur  eyes,  kow  doth  Godbiiodc  md  bdbt  ooradvYr- 
iarks,  that  they  cannot  lee  thdr  way  ?  the  tnth  oft  hat  Scrip 
tdrc  i^5 . 1 3*  is  this  day  b<^foreear  tyes«  Hr  Mi^tsl^  «ftr  mfem 
their  9timccraftineffe^  ami  the  c^ttftfell  ^f  the  fnwmrd  kcmrkd 
heail^ng.  How  hath  God  tafcm  wife  mem  in  thek  o wne  er^^H* 
negef  and  the eouniell  of  froward  flaen,  their  fpint^are  frewaid 
becaofe  they  artr  croft,  they  are  vexed ^  nwi  thetF  eetm/etl 
if  carried  headUnr  •  God  takes  away  their  underftaii^ 
dingy  aru)  doth  bam*  them  in  f  heir  owne  cotm&is.  A  notsMe 
Text  wcharein  Pfdi.j^.6^  TheP^nt-heaned  are  ^ejted^tkey 
haveJUft  fbeirfiaen^  aadmem  ofthe^mcm  vf might  havefetmd  their 
handf,thcy  are  cait into  a  flamb.r »  and  toiow  not  whfat  in  the 
world  to  doe ,  they  know  noc  fcow  to  nnake  ule  of  that  power 
they  have  in  their  hands;  It  frilojiA^ech  furrherin  thnt  ^Mmc^At 
thy  rchmke  0  God  eftaeeh ,  hoth  the  charetand  herfe  areeafi^  mte 
a  deadpepe ;  A  ftrange  expreHiiofT^  that  a  Charet  ftioioki  be  caft 
into  a  d'odjleefe ;  the  meaning  is,  they  can  no  more  tell  huW  W 
makcofe  oft  bem,  then  if  tbcy  alt  lay  tor  dead,  or  alfcepe.  ^JBrt  us 
not  be  afraid  of  the  power  of  adverfarics  ;  fuppofe  tBey  liad 
power  in  their  haud  j  God  canilrike  them  withMindnei^^Aey 
thall  gfopeto  findethedoore,  they  fhaU  bebafiB^in their  owne 
wayes^  ikey  rtiall  not  tell  howto  make  ufeof  their  own  power. 
iy4.a9.T4.  Beheld  ffafth God)  / wUfreeeeA t^deeamarvaitoete 
werkty  even  a  marvailem  weri^e  and  a  reender .-  What  iS'it  ?  The 
I  wfedame  of  their  wife  men  fhatferifi ,  and  the  nnderfiamiing  ef 
their  p-udent  menfiall  be  kidi  This  ja  a  wondetfeH  thing  that 
God  will  doe;  yea^  and  hea  will  mingle  afePth^fef^kitinihe 
nrid^efthem^  foyouha?eit  J/4#'.  ip.i  i.  Sm^eff  ty  frmesef 
Zean  arefeoUs ,  the  cettn/Ul  efthe  wifecmnfeHers  ef  Thoracis 
becei»elfrmti/h;9tidver{c  I  a-  Where  an  the^twhere  are  thy  wife 
men  f  And  again  verfe  1 3. TheFrineescfZeanaretfeeemefeeUsy 
the  Princes  of  Nef  hare  deceived'^  and  verfe  14.  TheLerdhath 
mingledaferverfe^irit  in  the  midft  thereof^  thef  have  cattfed  JE- 
gjft to  erreinhk  works ^  at  adrunk^man  thatftaggerethinhie 
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be  cm  tlmde  chefti  mtktir  w«y  f  Jtatthry  ftitU  ww  in  their 
worfce^md  diey  Aiaidjfttgger  mtheirciv^ncounfelsind 
as  t  dimilMi  than  in  hn  fomit,  tbey  ihall  not  ftnde  their  pttlis, 
they  fliiiiiicclcixiwintkewcridwiutco^Uie. 

WcU )  ifa«  GoA  deakth  with  wicked  then  :  Sot 
mw  let  us  ^onOicr  this  in  rrference  to  the  SiiiotSy  to 
Godg  owne  pwple^  they  /Ul  nmfmdithiirfMks  i  then  the 
obletirationis^ 

icsagwdblimlncfie  formefi  hoc  t»  feetht  way  oTfiiiat s 
It  IS  ftmUA  liere  in  a  way  o^«  me^cy ,  thst^ih^  fiM  n§t 
fimdi  0ifW  fMtks^  tUs  darknefle^  k  iis  ml;  the  fi^kw  a/ 
4m*,  but  M»  Mf  ff  /^.  It  isrfch  oieicy.  I  have  rad 
of  oifft  Mtem^  a  Bi(hop  of  Caladon,  a  blimte  man, 
to  w^m  i/flf<Mif  the  Apoftate  fiinring  Imie  opprobrious 
words,  annl  ealliog  hioi  Uiade  feole ,  beanfe  beinii  rc^ 
tttkadif/MifferliisApo(biaie;  tilt  goodie  I 

UdleGod  that  I  hive  not  III  V  fi^  to  fee  iiich  aii  u^^ 
astUne:  So  many  may  bk£[eGod  for  their  bodifyblindntfle, 
beeaafe^  it  may  be  it  batbpreiwtedabtindaDGe  ofiinnethat 
mgfath«febeeneletinatthecafeiiietiitoftkeirey«»s  Batefpe** 
aia^  forfaK&dn^^  aottgiee  the.Wiy  of finne  ^  tfttrc  ^ay  cMl 
thatUindMft;  Itisasnercytfcat  God  deah  not  gtont  to  all, 
kit afingiilar  Aerey  to  the  Saints :  Fory«u  ihan  finde  tfatre 
ai^abttidaMeofwople  exceedingly  quack  figbted  in  tfce  way  dt 
,  (bM^ Ciiat<«vfhidethepac>hth(Mf|  atidyetareeiboccdiffl^y  blinf 
MinthewW-rt'CbdyOndoMiUKfiBdethepatbthere?  On  the 
0dya:  fide,  the  Saints  ate  blinded  in  ilie  wayof  finne,  but 
ttey  areqoMMfgltted  kYthewayaacfGod.  How  inakiy  men 
at«  wUetodot  e^iU^astheScrfptOEe&ith^tbey  aie^ible  tbiceln^ 
tbtiiedepthiofSattiiv,  vhey^avepMifelMi  todumechemfelve^, 
th^caii  finde^ut  fciBbeibjeaioittii»nft  the  w  and 

atiiwerfiichtliifigs  thaitfefaid  agsinft  their  owiiewftyck,  thc^ 
havefiKbcunning  devifta  and  contrivanees  how  to  get  to  their 
(io6^wayes,bi]twhenthey  coAetothcwayes  ofGod,asbiind 
a$M0teft,thM«uiti4rfi^fQChiiecefRtyolliichftrift^  they 
catstiaftiin4e4l»nd»MeRrfgFeat|»aits^  gteatRabbtes^  of  great 
tt»ieifta»lit«<ychttwift ,  iliey  haw  no  iktU  in  thewayesof 
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God.  /  thank.thee  O  Father  L0rd of  hi^va^  Mndeartb^  (ikith 
Cl^rSt)  tti^tthoHhAfi  hid tbefe things  fr$m  the  wife  and  lemrned^ 
49§dhsfi  revealed  them  unto  bates  :  Whereas  on  the  other  fide» 
you  (hall  finde  that  the  Saints  are  able  when  they  come  to  Gods 
wayes^  to  fee  hvxc  into  the  excellency  and  glory  ot  them,  they 
have  underftandiiig  there,  though  they  be  but  weakeotherwi^, 
they  can  fee  into  the  great  myfteries  of  Cod,  into  the  b«aity  of 
his  wayes^  fe  that  it  dazeleth  all  the  glory  of  the  world  in  their 
eyes,  they  ait  not  eafily  catched  with  temptations  •  but  can  fee. 
into  the  fubtilties  of  the  devill  that  would  draw  them  out  of 
Gods  wayes;  but  vrhm  they  come  to  the  way es  of  iinne ,  there 
they  want  underftanding,  anditisGodsmercytothcmtodoib; 
there  they  are  but  bunglers ,  they  doe  but  grope  as  blinde  men^ 
they  are  not  their  craRs  matters » they  ate  dot  cunning  artifts  in 
thofe  wayes,  but  as  the  Apoftle  faith,  2  Or.  1. 1 2.  fFee  have  ngt 
received thf^ir it  efthe  werld ,  we  cannot  fliik  lor  our  fclves  as 
the  men  of  the  world  can,  we  cannot  be  ibcunning  to  contrive 
fuch  plots,&tiickS|&  devices  for  our  own  ehdsas  the  men  of  the 
world  can,but  we  have  received  the  Spirit  ofOod,  we  can  under- 
ftand  things  there fthrpugh  Gods  mercy)toetemaU  life.  There 
are  many  men  cunning  for  their  own  dd^ruftion,  they  can  finde 
every  fecret  path  ofiin,  though  (in  be  a:lat)yrinth,  theycangoe 
up  and  downein  it,.finde  out  every  by-path  in  that  way.  When 
the  wayes  of  G6d  are  propounded  to  wicked  men ,  thereis  s 
fflift bdbretheircyes,  they  olnnot  fee,  and  whenthe wa/esof 
fin  are  propounded  to.  the  Saints ,  God  in  mercy  caAetJi  a-  mift. 
before  theurey^  that  they  cannot  fee.  EceUf. io.%%i  Thefr^U 
kff9weth  n9thow  tegu  to  the  City  |.  wicked  menthev  knpw  not 
the  path  to  the  Church  of  Gody  to  the  Ordinances  of  God,  tbey 
talke  much  about  fiich  and  iiich  Ordinances,  and  fettingupof 
Chrift  m  the  way  of  his  Ordtoances;^  bot  they  do  not  fee  the  way 
efit,  they  knownot  what  thetnteworfiiip  of  God  meaneth; 
No,  a  fooie  doth  not  underftand  the  way  to  the  City  of  God,  he 
eannotfindeootthat  pAth^  But  the  faints,  though  they  know 
not  the  wayes  of  (inne,,y  ettbi^  can  finde  out  the,  patl«.ot  God, 
they  kn^themiy  tt^the  Cifj.}^  PcJftdimt^xt:\sm0i,Aufih^  th« 
when  thae  was  ;Wiut  laid  foj  Ju^  Uife  ^  ti^^roi^h  Gods  piovi«f 
dence  he  mift  his<  way  ^  and  Jo  faisjif  e  was  prf  f eryed ,  c  PM^d  hj^ 
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eoeuiiardiiap^btnted.  ^  many  times'^hen  your  are  going  dcr 
in  fiidi  a  way  of  fin>  perhaps  you  link  thinke  what  dafigci^thcfe 
is  in  it;  God  in  mercy  therefore  cafteth  a  mift  before  your 
eyes,  and  you  mifle  that  way  and  fave  your  lives. 

Va.y.    She  JhMfalUm  afttr  her  Iwtrs ,  ku$  Hijh^ll  mt  ^- 
vartMksthem^^^c. 

Theobfervationis* 

UntillGodiiibdues  the  heart  to  himfeUe  ,  men  will  grow 
worieand  worfe  in  their  fins;  yea,  even  Gods  eleft  ones  to 
whom  he  intendeth  nercy  at  laft ,  yet  till  God  commeth  with 
his  erace  to  fubdue  their  hearts,  they  may  grow  worfe  and 
worn :  they  would  before  go€4tfter  their  Iwers^  and  now  here 
commeth  a^fliftions  upon  them ,  yet  ftiU  they  will /^//w  their 
lovcrs^and  that  with  more  ea(^eme(reofaflfedion,andwith  more 
violence  then  before.  AffliAions  in  themfelves  are  part  of  the 
cwfe  ok  God,  and  there  is  no  healing  vertuein  them,  but  an 
inraging  qualitr  toftirup(inne,tiU  God  fanAifie  them  by  his 

Ece,  and  God  majr  fufpend  for  a  time  the£uiAify ing  work  of 
grace  to  tlibfe  he  intendeth  sood  to  at  laft^  J  fa.  5 1  •  so.  The 
Text  fpeakes  of  (bme  whoie  aimdions  were  not  fandified.  Thai 
thej  tie  04  a  wM  Ml  in  a  net  in  the  ftreett ,  ani  they  wtrefkllef 
thefmrj  ^the  Lard ;  They  were  hall  of  the  fary  of  the  Lord,  and 
yet  lay  like  a  wild  Bull  in  a  net,  in  a  ragii^  manner.  Thisdi- 
ftcmper  of  heart  .peocecds  from  two  gioimds. 

I .  When  outwacd  cDmfer(8  aretaken  away  by  afflkftion,  the 
finnerhavin^nocomfbrtin  God,  he  knows  not  whereto  have 
con^fbrtbutinhisiinQe,  ifcoofcience  bendtftrbng  enough  to 
keep  from  itj  he  tuns  madly^upon  it.  * 

.  a.  BecfiirfeheithiaksotfaerslookeupMhimascneoppofed' 
by  Godfor  hisfirinc,  thctefiDrethae  he  may  declare  to  all  the 
worU  that  hets  net  daunted  at  all,  nor  that  he  hath  no  mi%iving 
thoughts,  (though  jperhaps.hc  hath  nipping  gripes  within^  yet 
he  will  put  a  good  tacenpoii  it,  and  follow  nis  wayes  more  ea- 
gerlyfibenfbrmetly.  .;  .    .     1         ' 

.A  ltf^i^6ki^{ftv9don.\JSheJh^ 

•^  A  man  may  foUoiMi  after  the  lif^^/^/.  of  his  own  heart,and  yet 
may  b^  di£ippointed ,  he  may  not  overtake  them.  There  is  a 
greit  deale  of di&rence  betwixt  foUowng  Gods  wj^esisod  our 
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^^  affointcd  (ifJiekncWiU)  mfioUpwiog Godb  wijMi ,  bitl« 
(Q^.  filbn  tbe  very  tkiqg  ber  wcMild  hfv<>  ef  ioiiictbiogthflt 
wasasgood,ifMtbmo»iwllinfttatiD/llu^«^^  ip 

QVF  own  ^WAX«i  wi;e  any  meet  wkk  lUfapptinttncnr  ;  why 
(hould  we  not  thenrather  follow  God  tbon  fellow  .€ir  owne 
dcfires  ?  The  dedres  after  iuijas  they  are  J>ffdni^§m^^i^i!besi 
are  J>0fidtrUumtili4^  Asoncfpetkcs;  aadHyarefefdiOi,.  to 
x,\»Y  Arc  kmXdk  defirtf >  tti£)t  dge  net  ar  tine  wivt  they  wmM 
b^vf.  How  hath  God  difq^poiaMdttif^ 
not  overtakeD  wbii  thef  flDredily  iought  after;  OundicrGriet 
hiefle4th«qByklvca  mthckdcfigoes,,  tfaqr  tloaght  tehave  tbeir 
4ay»thrypiopaut)ide<lfN:haiicnd>  and  thought tohayea^  hot 
bawh^KhGodviiAippoiotcdtheml  But  wfaetkerGod  hath  door 
tbi«  in  oafiicy  tothi9Q)  {mt  is.(pokan  of  hefe>  thar  we  knaw 
DQt^  wchoM  GodkWh  croft  feanc  of  then  ina  wi^oFmesq^ 
ttmugjk  pcmpslieess^daak  inaMtkrw^  with  others ol 
thevu 

3ptiiurtlfr^  dkfappdntaaeoth^the  wajiof  fo  itsgmit  smv 
cy,  A$  iiuiiiNt<)iQii¥ifif%  i%A  jad^m«iit0(Go4  u^  «  fi^^Ul 
jv^eiMii^  bx  dkA(>Miitttne«r.mf»  a  aacray  and  a  flrrat 
n}«fcy^Pr0i»«i4«i;4.tlic8e^iiflwHfinde,  Th^ih^^mkgbdnr 
itihc^fidlliHffltiidm$kh^im9t^^  AdieadfiitttfarcaMiinB 
to  backfliders  and  affofluMi ;;  vriim  Godhadi  i»iiittlk»  d^ 
lova  andniercy  i<ir  hi(iUl»icint  iGod  wiUviwt  their  owne 
devices^,  tkyfhaUhfurthairfm  ki  thtSowng  wayiMj  yoia 
would  have%h«biO^y0a:ftdl  have  it,you*iIiaU.ha  fititftcd  td 
the fuU^andblciTe your fclTMinywrowiiewayea;  Thaabtht 
i^dgfffnml.^f  Qo^itpim)  backdiidefB:)  tea  f or  tlttM  Sainti  , 
wbfn^  WOAbihawfikhawtaf  of  faiit,Qtfii^ 
themith«9  Ml  mt  hwr  m.  We  aoodHaa  it  MumrIv  ¥atf  gri^ 
vom  to  be:di^f painted  iB(tanythii^,  fndinaa)}  ttoeaKlnw 
badt^iAai«4it4»kiD.upoait;  Yhift,  dndiialbtioQkdbthaheaaa 
of  aien  to  be  difappointcd  aloioft  in  any  thing^Oh  whart  dixtiNU 
fl4)vt«Mm!md[bcai?ai  wiUit^h^  ipainto  kehimSsXkHf- 
appoiotfd^^faAS.  bfl  hafm  I  Rettenber  thfa  iwhfn  yM  arc 
tiioiihMait any  difafifMiiBniest,  what wtUbe  tht  tcfroard|» 
aadangiAifti^^tfpintifJK  that  any  o^yonflmilMe 
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di&pi^iiiredlofyecur  hopes  fcr  eternity  I  But  thott  wliooiGod 
dothoftendi&Ffointintbewayot  (in,theym|rkiTeliopetlnt 
God  will  deliver  thetn  from  tMt  grett  difitppoinnnent 

And  agtm  yet  ftrnker.  She  would  have  her  Idols,  bat  God 
will  take  them  away,  (be  (hall  not  have  them  (kith  God^  thou^ 
fhefirflow  after  rhem^  and  have  a  gr«*at  misule  to  them,  yet  they 
JMi  nMt  9Vfriakf  tkam.  God  wiU  remove  them  hovok  their  I- 
dols^or  their  Idols  From  thein,(that  ts^the  meaning)  they  iboald 
not  comedo  their  Dan  or  B^thely  they  ihould  eitl^  be  remwed 
ftrre enough  from  their  caWeSyOvthecdves  firom  rheoi» 

Thus  it  (hould  be  with  Governoos;,  dwy  {houldtakefiich  a 
Murfe  m  to  take  away  Idoles  and  fitprrftitiooa  vamties 
fcom  tho^ that  will  be  worihipptng  61  then^aotl  finskig  aaitnft 
Godby  them  -  Either  take  them  away  tmxxa  tfaofe  vtokits  or 
their  vanities  fcx>m  them^  tluy  (hoald  nor  fo  muchaafiiffer 
thole  thii^to  ftaftdfo  be  ifitifemems  and  fnacesfer  the  hearts  I 
efjpeople^thoi^theybeverybrave.midabaiidatioeofgoldan^  | 
exceltent  artificiall  wxMrke  be  about  inch  thtngf,yeti}tfai#.  7.  25* 

t0  thetjei  thorn  be  fiun^dtheriinJkHtt^^  ii,^ 

fi^jidh  ukertj  dthor  hjirii  nacmrfid  Mng.  Ycu  (hall  not 
look  upM  thebravary  of  tht  workc  q(  their  loola,  andupon  the 
^reat eoft that  S^beAowed  aponthemy  and  tbeeeibrefpare  them 
becaofeof  that,oh  nO|  bnt  take  t  besn  away » that  nsen  may  not^  be 
infiNRtd  b)r  them^SoCod  wittdo.^ 
"  Vofther  jf!^  thef  fH^pttcti  7i7>M[/a4Sm«^^ 
tMfiMim^^viri^etkom.  lia^f^n  hearts  are  after  tjaeir  I* 
cT^  w4Leh  they  cannot^  tkeaa.  Though  they  cannot  get 
tlkem.yet  they  wii)  be  foUowingcf them,  it  iaof  an  etcelknt 
U^ibe  n9s  foit  Aiaftildbe  with  us  in  tke  pivfoiDg  after  Gods 
{Ordinances  ;  though  perhaps  for  the  prefent  we.amnot  inr 
^theorcBnaneea  of Ood,  yet  beftie  to  kccpwr hearts  work- 
ii^^ertAeifi.  Many  deceive  tkefi>fdwaiathii^tbeythink».we 
wodA  haye  al(  the  ordtnaocesof  God>  but  we  fee  we  cannot, 
afMlfeopenrhfltfitftittandmindetiomaHre  ieehbig  after thcin^ 
nekher  <fe'they  taboor'  to  k«fep  their  fceaptsiaai]t]rob|delice 
aftef  them ;  an^lience  fiftany  ttme»ia  i$,  that  the  efMtiimtieaof 
0)^7^^«>arektlKp.    Bm  nM^ifthoacaoft  not  hsirethe 
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bctanr  of  an  ordinance  Jf  thou  keepeft  thy  heitrt  in  a  burning  de-. 
(ire  after  it  in  the  v&  of  all  meanes  for  the  attayning  it,  know 
then,  that  the  want  of  an  ordinance  is  an  ordinance  to  thee. 
You  ihallfindeinthe  Englifti  Chronicle  of  Eiward  the  firft, 
that  he  had  a  mighty  defire  to  go  to  the  holy  land,  and  becaufc  he 
could  not  go  thither,hc  gave  charge  to  his  (bnne  upon  his  death- 
bed that  he  ihould  carry  his  heart  thither,  and  he  appointed 
3  looo  pound  to  defray  the  charges  of  carryii^  his  heart  to  the 
holy  land,  out  ofafuperftitious  refpeA  he  had  tothatplace^ 
though  hecould  not  attaine  it  his  heart  fliould.  Thusihould  our 
hearts  work  after  ordinances. 

And  now  we  come  to  the  clofe,  and  that  is  the  bleiled 
fruit  of  all  this^  fii  /ball  frUm  nfttr  her  Irvtrs^  httt  /be 
flfdll  mt  wertdh  them  ^  Md  Jbe  JiaU  feekgthem »  bmjhefidll 
not  finJe  them.  What  ^lloweth  after  all  this  ?  Now  com- 
meth  in  theclofeofmetcy/orfaith  the  text,  thei$  /ball  fbef^jy  I 
will  go  and  returne  tomyprfi  hmband^  far  then  w/fs  ie  bitter  with 
me  then  h^h^^No w  they  mall  returujat  lei^h  the^  (hallbethinke 
themielves.  Hence  we  have  likewile  many  fweet  and  excel- 
lent obiervations.   As 

Firft,  in  times  o\  afflidlion  the  onely  reft  of  the  (bul  isto 
returne  to  God.  They  keep  a  riglii^  and  a  ftirrcj  and  a  Aiifling 
up  and  down  to  provide  for  themfehres^  jrea  but  they  cbdd  Bud 
no  reft  in  what  they  did ,  but  as  a  poore  prifoner  that  is  (hackled 
keeps  a  ftirre  with  his  chaines,  butinitead  of  getting  any  ficie- 
dome  he  galls  his  le^s :  but  when  thepoorefimle  J^erall  fiiift- 
ings,  and  turnings,  and  vexinas,  comes  to  think  of  retumii^to 
the  Lord,and  of  humbling  and  repenting  it  felf before  himjnow 
it  Bndes  reft.  Returne  to  thy  re  A  O  my  jet^U ;  (b  the  Words  arc* 
Remember  after  all  your  affliAions  here  is  your  reft  in  returning 
to  the  Lord. 

Secondly,  Then  they  /bdU  fay ^  that  is  when  they  ace  foftop- 
ped  in  their  way  that  they  cannot  teU  in  the  world  viribat  to  do, 
when  they  are  hedged,  and  walled,  and  cannot  overtake  thdr 
lovers,  then  they  (hall  returne  to  the  Lord.  Hence  the  obiervtti- 
on  is,fo  long  as  men  can  have  any  thing  in  their  fii^fiill  way  to  £i- 
tisfie  themfelves  witball,  they .  will  nof returne  to  God  .-There 
is  that  pcrver(he(fc  of  ^irit  in  me» :  Onely  when  meii  arc  ftcp- 

_  ped 
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ped  in  the  way  of  finnc^that  they  can  have  no  (atisf  «5lion  nor  no 
Jiopeyt  hen  they  begin  to  think  of  returning  to  God.    This  is  the 
vilenefle  of  the  fpiritsof  men^  they  never  or  very  rarely  will 
comeoflFcoGod  till  then.   Asth^proMgdU,  what  fhiftdidhe 
make?  hegoc^tothefarmerytothe  fwine^  to  the  huskestofill 
hisbellyi  and  it  is  likely  if  he  had  had  his  belly  full  of  them  he 
would  never  have  thought  of  going  to  his  father,  but  when  he 
ctmeto  the  bmskss  andcould  not  tell  how  to  fill  his  belly  there, 
when  he  was  in  a  defperate  eftate»then  he  bc^inneth  to  thinke  of 
Titmrmng  tp  hi  father.    So  you  have  it  Ifa.  5  7. 1  o.  Tct  faidtfi 
tbfm  mtjibtre  is  n$  hoffjthpu  haftfiMndfbe  life  •fthj  hdndspher^' 
fnretb^n  wafk  K00 grieved;  thou  waft  not  brought  to  fuch  a  dtC- 
penteilandas  to  uy  there  is  no.  hope,  that  noteth  that  till  men 
^  brought  to  fuch  a  ftand  that  they  can  fay,  cerrainely  there  is 
iio  hope  or  helpe  this  way,  they  will  feldome  think  of  returning  I 
unto  God*  Thus  is  God  infinitely  difhonoured  by  us.    It  is 
veiy  ftnmgehow  the  hearts  of  men  will  hancker  after  theirfinne 
this^  way,  and  that  way,  till  God  take  them  quite  offfrom  hope 
ofconrort  by  it^they  will  never  havea  thought  to  returne  unto 
God>Godisfainetobethelaft  refuge,  we  account  our  f elves 
much  diftionoured  when  we  are  the  lai^  ttfugc^  when  no  body 
will  I  muftJt  feems  God  is  faine  to jceld  to  this,when  no  body 
wil  givefiitisfadion  to  the  ibul>then  men  come  toGod,and  God 
muft. 

Butyou  wiUfay,  will  ever  God  accept  of  fuch  a  one?  Marke 
the  next  obiervatton  ;  returning  to  God,  if  it  be  in  truth, 
I  though  it  be  thus  after  we  have  (bufht  out  for  all  other  hdpes, 
yetGod iswillingto  acceptof it.  ThisisanobfervationfuUof 
comfort^the  Lordgrant  it  may  not  be  abufed,  but  it  is  the  word 
of  tiie  Lord,&it  is  a  certainetnith,that  returning  after  menhave 
ibiigbt  other  meanes,  &can  findeno  help,  though  they  are  driven 
to  it  by  affliaionf ,yet  it  may  be  accepted  by  God.  It  is  truc,man 
wil  not  accept  upon  thefe  terms,  but  the  thoughts  of  God  are  as 
farre  above  the  thoughts  of  men  as  the  heaven  is  above  the  earth. 
It  is  true  indeed  (bme  time  God  will  not,  nay  God  tlireatneth 
Pre.  I  (ftS.  though  they  caBufM  him  he  will  net  anfw^y  t  hotigh 
they  fiiks  him  ^arlj  yetihall  netfinde  him.  God  is  not  thus  gra- 
cious to  all,thereforeyoumuft  not  prefume  upon  it :  God  fome- 
.  time 
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vmt  tt  the  ^trf  tirft  »f1AiH%ioii  hnvdneth  his  httttt^oft 
thtt  he  will  bever  regard  them  imM-r^for  fanaercyislttowr; 
but  tbofetliattrein  C^rutnt  with  hioi)  tfaousthtlieyooiiieco 
himapoarucliteriTi6S^  yecthey  fnaybctccepctdo)Uni;tfaeTe^ 
fore  take  this  tnieth  for  Helping  of  jroo  agtinft  tliisibrt  temp^- 
tion,when~yoaareintifliftbn»  whicb  wiUbespttocoaiein, 
OiilcrytovjodnowinmyafHiAion,  lOioi^fatTecloDcitbe- 
foKiixcdy  Cjod  will  not  hear  menciw.    This  taaj^  bra  eempta^ 
tion ;  I €xmFe&I  cannot  dp^z^kt  in  this  point  wukonta  trenn 
bling  htait  left  k  be  abuftd«biic  die  text  prdtots  k  fttidy  coyav^ 
andyt>a  mufthavetbeimndeotGodaradektiowiitoyoatfaMgii 
others  abafe  it,  P/i/.88.9.  jWiit*  #7^  wtaMrm$kiyf^mt^$fttfL 
fiiUun,  Lard  1  tntve  caUcd  d^lj  mf9m  thee :  This  IS  ibokm  of 
HemMyMd  God  did  aoceptofhiiii  as  it  is  appareftunaepttm^ 

iyethecryedbyrcafonof  alBi(5tion;and  Pfs,  lao;  t./o  iaK|r<b^ 
Jtrtfff  1  cryed  juntothe  L&ri  mdht  beurdmi  ytlvoagbitweititl 
0iy  diftref&jyet  rfae  Lord  heard  me*  Oneiy  takethisonc  ftoce  w- 
bout  it.  It  is  true,  though  oitr  beit^  lk>ppedl  in  all  otfaenmf  s 
may  make  us  cry  toGodjandGodmay  heaicus,  bat  wiKiiGod 
doth  heart  us  be  workesmorethencryini^outbyreaioQof  tdM 
afflsAion ;  though  at  firfl  our  affliv^ion  be  tfaethingthatcarmch 
us  unto  ^  iod^yet  before  God  hath  done  with  os^dxaanifeftany 
acceptance  of  uS)  he  worker  our  Itcarts  to  higher  lymtirtlien  (te^ 
livei  ancc  from  our  afflidfion. 

Agaiiic  further,  I  wiil  go  dnd  remme^  A  hcnt  dfeflwally 
wrought  upon  by  God  is  a  refolutc  heart  to  recume  toGod*  As 
they  were  refokice  in  their  way  of  Idolatry  ,i  mAfalUraafttrmj 

(lovers ;  lb  their  hearts  being  convtrttrd,  they&allbeasrefolute 
in  Gods  wayeSt  fbe  tlitli^r  ImtLreturwtowf ^rfthmUmA 
_  When  God  wiU  work  upon  the  heart  to  patpote>  hecaoieth 
ftrongatiguoients  to  Aften  upon  the  rpiiir;aQdiiocfaAicaM^ 
der  it,iio  not  father,  nor  mother,  nor  the  doareft  ivitiid.  Perhftpt 
theLord  beginneth  to  workopon  thechtld,anilthe  fatiierCbomcft 
him^ani  the  mother  perhaps  fiiirh.  What  ifaall  we  half e  of  von 
now  i  a  Puritane  ?  Thisgneveth  the  ipirir  of  thechild,  ym  tmtt 
arc  iuch  {bong  arguments  fadloed  by  God  upon  his  hetM,  tteft 
itcarryethhimiiiorough,  heis  rdbktteiiihikWKy^  bewiUte^ 
turne. 

Further^ 
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Further,  Thoii  who  have  ever  fouad  the  fweetnefle  oi  Chr ift 
in  their  hearts,  have  yet  (bmetUng  remayninp,  that  though 
they  (boold  be  apoftitts,wiU  at  length  draw  them  to  him, 
Cbrift  hath  fuch  hold  upon  their  hearts  as  at  oiie  time  or 
other  he  will  get  them  in  again,  there  will  be  fome  fparkes 
under  thofe  einbers  that  will  fiasie  and  draw  the  ((ml  to  re- 
tume  i^atoe  to  Chrift.  Therc&re  if  any  of  vou  ever  had 
any  fiiciMis  in  whom  you  were  verily  penwadttl  there  waa 
ttnie  work  of  grace »  though  they  be  exceedingly  apo-* 
ftatized  fxom  ChrEk,doe  not  give  over  your  hope^ibr  if  ever  there 
were  ai^  tiuetaft  of  the  fweetaede  that  is  in  Chrift,  Chrill  hath 

iiich  ahold  upon  their  hearts,that  he  will  brif^  them  in  again  one 
timeorsthcr. 

Farther,  liMrttnrn€$^mjffirftbfi$kMdjf9rthinwMitk€$$€r 
wkhme, 

Thene  is  nothing  gotten  by  departing  foom  Chrift,    You 
«c  from  the  better  to  the  worfe  when  ever  you  depart 
m»a  him  ;  fVimf  frmh  Ihtve  ypm  m  th^fi  things^   rfhtrtrf 
ym  are  mm  0fh4md!  1  $ki  LmrJi  (Guth  God  Ifa.  48. 17.) 
tf^eh  t9  frvfit;  finne  doth  not  teach  you  to  profit  j  you  can 

I  never  get  good  by  that>  but  the  Lord  tcacheth  tQ  pcofir.   It 
may  be  you  may  thinke  to  gaihe  fomething  fay  departing 
,  from  Chnft ,  but  when  you  have  caft  up  all  the  gaine»yoo 
may  put  it  mto  your  eve>  and  it  will  doe  you  no  hurt.  M 
tj.B.  It  is  a  notable  place,  fl^hMt  U  tbt  Infe  #/  the  bj^ 
crin^  ifkpMj^khibtHtbgMined^  when  GhL  t^kith  in^tj  bis  fornh  f 
Perhaps  a  liypocrite  that  is  departed  from  God,  a  back-« 
Aider,  that  was  forward  before  in  the  way  of  godlinede, 
and  now  like   Demos  he  hath  &r&kcn  thofe  wayes  tmd 
deavcd  to  tlw  worldt  he  thinkea  he  hath  gained,  aod^  per- 
hms  is  grown  richer,  and  liveth  braver  then  bcfore>  yet 
what  hope  hath  this  back«-flyder,  this  tnrpocrite ,  ysben  G^d 
$Mkgib  mmsij  his  fmk  f  then  he  will  ice  that  he  bath  ^t* 
ten  nothing.  As  it  is  faid  of  the  Idolater*  J/du^20.  A  dtmved 
bfsrth^b  tmrmdMm  sfidcy  h  feeds  Hfnt^s^  $b4$becdmmo$ 
deiiver  hit  fenl^  n9r  fay^  Is  there  net  4  liein  nij  ri^t  band  f 
What  fliaU  there  be  more  in  a  luft  then  in  the  Ue&d  God } 
tben  b  Jb  s  us  Ckhist  who  is  the  glory  of  Heaven, 
Y  y  the 
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thedelight  of  Angels,  the  fatisfadionof  the  Father  himfclfc  ? 
Canafuft  put  thee  into  a  better  condition  then  Chrift,  who 
hath  alt  f  ullnefle  to  fatisHe  the  (bal  of  God  himrelf  ?  certainly  it 
cannot  bce^ 

Again,  There  tndl  be  a  fight  and  an  acknowledgement 
of  our  ihamefiril  folly ,  or  elfe  there  can  be  no  true  rctwn- 
ing  unto  God  ;  1  will  go  and  returns  to  my  prfk  hmsksmd^ 
far  then  it  was  Better  with  me  then  now.  As  if  the  Church 
fliould  fay ,  I  confeffv?  I  have  playd  the  foole,  I  hare  done 
fhamefaUy,  I  have  loft  by  departing  from  Chrift,  it  was 
better  farre  then  it  is  now.  Jer.  j.  25.  JVe  lie  dewn  in  onr 
fiame,  and  onr  confnjion  coveretb  us ^^  for  we  have  finned  a^ 
gain^  the  Lord  &nr  Godj  (kith  the  Church  there  ^  fo  it  ftiould 
be  with  all  that  coma  in  to  returne.to  Chrift,they  muft  lie  down 
in  their  (hame. 

This  I  note  us  very  feafonable  in  thefe  times^  we  have 
many  now  who  not  long  fince  have  been  very  vile  tpo- 
ftates,  they  have  gone  with  the  times,  they  faw  pr^r^ 
ment  went  fuch  a  way,  and  their  hearts  went  that  way; 
Now  they  fee  they  cannot  have  preferment  in  that  way 
they  went,  and  God  of  his  mercy  hath  changed  the 
times  ,  they  will  be  Converts  :  We  have  in  EngUtKl 
many  parliamentary  Converts,  butfiichas  we  are  not  to  con*- 
fide  in. 

Why  (hould  we  net  confide  in  them?  If  they  will  repent  and 
returnc,God  accepteth  them,and  why  ftiould  not  we  ?  It  Otitic, 
fuch  a  one  ww  before  an  enemy,  and  followed  fupcrftitioos  va* 
nities,but  now  he  is  grown  better  and  prcachetfa  agj^  them, 
and  why  ftiould  not  we  receive  him  ? 

To  thatlanfwer,ltis  true,if  deep  humiliation  J[iavc  goneb^re 
that  reformation,  if  tc^ether  with  their  being  better  they  hav« 
been  willing  to  fliame  themftlves  before  God  and  his  people, 
to  acknowledge  their  folly  in  departing  from  God,  andbewil- 
ling  to  profeffe  before  all  that  knew  them,  and  have  bcenfcan- 
dilized  by  th€m,It  is  true,God  began  with  me,  and  fliewed  mc 
his  wayes  when  I  was  young,  I  began  to  love  them,  and  to 
walke  in  thcmjbut  when  I  faw  how  the  times  went,and  prefer- 
ment went,  the  Lord  kno  wes  I  had  a  bafe  timc-Zcrving  heait, 
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I  went  away  from  God ,  they  were  no  arguments  that  j  Left,  y 
fatisfied  my  confaence,  but  meerly  livings  and  preferment^  and 
now  I  doe  defire  to  take  Aiame  and  confufion  of  face  to  my 
fclfe;  Woe  unto  me  for  the  folly  and  faUenefle  of  my  heart, 
itisiafinite  mercy  of  God  ever  to  r^ard  fucha  wretch  as  I. 
If  they  do  thus  take  (hame  to  themfelveS,  and  acknow- 
ledge their  folly,  this  were  fomething.  We  reade  in 
the  Premitive  times  of  one  EcehoUm  ,  who  when  he 
had  revolted  from  tiie  truth,  he  commeth  tothecongregati- 
on,and  falling  down  upon  the  thre(hold,cryeth  out,C4/f4rr,  C^/* 
cdfi  iffjlfidttmfalem,  tread  upon  me  unfavory  fait,  I  confeflel 
have  made  my  felfe  mifavory  ult  by  departing  firom  the  truth,  1  et 
all  treade  upon  me.  This  was  a  figne  of  true  returning  when 
this  went  before,  we  have  done  foolifhly ,it  was  better  with  us 
then  now.  «  * 

Again,  IwUlgo  and  retttrn,  far  it  was  better  with  me  then  it 
uttaw: 

Hence, 

thoyx^ackgewUdgment  muftgo  before,  yet  rettirning  muft 
fdlow  that.  It  is  not  enough  to  fee  and  acknowledge,  but 
there  muft  be  a  retumine  :  For  as  refbrmatioo  without 
humiliation  it  not  enough,  fo  humiliatioti  without  refbr- 
mationiiifficesnot.  And  I  fpeake  this  the  rather  becaufe  thefe 
are  times  wherein  there  is  a  great  deale  of  feeming  hnmi* 
liation,  and  we  hope  true  humiliation  ;  but  you  ihall  have 
many  in  the  dayes  of  their  fiiting  will  acknowledge  how 
iinnefidl,  how  vild,  how  palfionate  they  have  been  m  their 
families,  how  worldly,  what  bafe  felfe-ends  they  have 
had,  and  they  will  make  fiich  catalogues  of  their  finnes  in 
thofe  dayes  of  thdr  humiliation,  ascaufes  admiration  :  the 
thtngit  felfe  is  good,  butlfpeaketothisend,  to  (hewthehor* 
rible  wickedne^  of  mens  hc»rts,that  after  they  have  ripped  up 
all  thdr  finnes  with  all  am-avatiens,iicknowled^d  allthdrfol- 
ly  of  their  evil  wayes  againfl  God,yet  no  returning,  after  all  this 
as  paflionatein  their  fiimilies,as  froward^as  peeTi(h,as  perverfe 
asever*  as  eartUy  as  ever,  as  lightaindvaine  in  their  carriage  as 
cvtr.  They  will  acknowledge  what  thtjy  have'flone,  but 
cheywillnotretucne.   Remember  htmiliation  muftgobefbre 
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RefrrwMiw,  but  Mefirmathn  mutt  follow  tftcr  HmmlUm 

But  the  chieFe  point  of  all  is  behind,  that  is,  The  fight  of this^ 
how  much  better  it  was  when  the  heart  did  cleave  to  Chrift  o- 
ver  it  is  now  (ince  departure  ftova  Chrift,  is  an  effedfaull 
means  to  caufe  the  heart  to  returne  to  hhn.  This  is  the  way  that 
Chrift  himfelfe  preicribed,  Riv.  !•  5.  Rememhr  vfhence  tb9H 
Mrifdltu,  and  refent.  Thou  wert  in  a  better  condition  once  tbei 
now  thou  art  9  oh  come  in  and  retumei  and  that  thoa  mty^L 
returne  rememhrr  vfhinef  tinu  srtfdliu. 
^/ I  will  give  but  a  little  glimie  of  what  aiight  be  (aid  iii  this 
point  more  largely. 

Thereafonings  of  the  heart  in  the  fight  of  this  may  briefly  be 
hinted  thus: 

Heretofore  I  was  able  through  Gods  mercy  to  look  upon  the 
iicf  of  God  with  >oy.  When  my  heatt  did  cleave  to  him,whai 
I  did  walk  clofe  with  God,  then  the  glory  of  God  (hiixd 
upon  me,  and  caufed  my  heart  to  fpring  within  mt  every 
time  1  thought  of  him:  But  now,  now.God  kfiows  though 
the  world  takes  little  nutice  of  it ,  the  very  thmights  rfGod 
are  a  terroor  to  me^  the  moft  terrihLe  objed  in  the  world 
is  to  behold  tfaeficeotGod.  Ohitwmictttrnkh  me  thini$ 

Before  this  my  Apoftafie  I  had  free  accefle  to  the  Throne  oC 
Gods  grace,  I  couldcome  with  humble  and  holy  boldnefle unto 
God,  and  poure  out  my  foule  before  him ;  iiich  a  chaii4>er/iick 
a  dofet  can  witncfle  it :  But  now  I  have  no  heart  to  pray,  yeal 
muft  be  haled  to  it,  mecrly  confeiencc  pulleth  mt  to  it;  yea  eve*- 
ry  time*I  goe  by  that  very  dofet  where  I  was  wont  to  have  that 
accefle  to  the  throne  of  grace,  it  ftrikes  a  terrour  to  my  heart  j  I 
cannevtcrcomeintoGiKlspKdence^ntitis  o«t  of  (kviAi  f east* 
ObjitvfMkMir/withmithfn^tbfmiunwm. 

Before,  Oh  the  fweet  coannomon  my  foul  enjoyed  with 
Ji  s  u  sXh&x  ST  I  one  dayes  communion  with  him^hoW 
much  ixtter  wasit  then  the  en/oymem  of  ail  the  world  I  But 
nowjesu 3  Christ iaafoanger tome, andlaftrai^ to 
him.  Belbre>  oh thofe fweet enlangenents  chatmyfodMdin 
theordinanceaofjQod  i  when  I  cameto  the  woidy  my  ibui  v(r«3 

refccfti- 
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tcfircfliecii Wis  wirincd^my  hetrt  was  inligbtncd ;  when  I  came 
ta  the  Sactamcotyoh  tht  fweietnefic  that  was  thtre  t  and  te  prajv 
^  with  the  people  of  God,  it  was  eren  a  &Mvfif  mfon  cartb  onto 
me :  But  it  is  other  wife  now,  the  Ordinances  of  God  are  d^d 
and  empty  things  tome.  OhyUwasbatirvnth  methiM^  tken 

:  Before^  oh  the  gracious  vifitatlons  of  Gods  Spirit  that  I  was 
went  to  Ittve  I  Yen,  when  I  awaked  in  the  nkht  feafen,  oh  the 
glympfes  of  Gods  face  that  were  upon  my  fouk !  what  quiclc- 
niiigs,and  inlivenings ,  and  rtfreihings  did  I  finds  in  them  I  I 
woidd  dve  a  world  but  &>r  one  ni^s  comfort  I  fumetimes 
have  had  by  the  vilitations  of  GodsSpirit^t  now  they  art  gone. 
Oh,  it  W4ukctitr  thcHf  then  ii  u  now. 

Before,  oh  what  peace  of  confcience  had  I  within  1  wbatibe- 
ver  the  world  faidithoughthevrayled  and  aocofed,  yet  my  con- 
fcience /pake  peace  to  me,  and  was  a  thoufand  witn^iTes  for  me: 
'  But  now  I  have  a  gratiiie  confcience  within  me,  oh  th^black 
bofbme  that  i$  in  me,  it  meth  in  my  face  evety  day,  after  I  come 
from  fiich  aodfuch  company ;  I  could  come  before  from  the  fi>- 
ciety  of  the  Saints-,  and  my  confpence  fmiled  upon  me :  Now 
J  goc  t^i  wkkcd  company,  and  when  I  come  home,  and  in  the 
night,  Oh  the  gnawings  of  that  worml  Jiv^M  tetnrmthme 
th^n^niiun$w. 

Beforeithe  graces  of  Gods  Spirit,  bow  were  they  fparkiing 
in  mc>  aAive  and  lively  1  IcouldsKeirilc  faith  ,  humility  ^ 
patieooe,  and  tjie  like»  Now  I  am  as  one  bereft  of  all,  unfit  for 
any  thiog^evep  ai  a  dead  log^BefbieGod  madeufe  of  me  and  im- 
ployed  me  ip  honourable  fervices,now  I  am  unfit  fox  any  fervice 
at  aU«  Oh^  i$  wm  betfer  with  me  then  ,  then  it  is  now. 

Befoie  I  oottld  take  hold  upon  promifts,  I  could  daime  them 
fesuiineowne,  Icotikllookeup^toallthdS*blefled,fvreetpro* 
mi^thstGodimdnnde  in  his  word,  and  lobkc  ujpon  t^m  as 
oitneiahericaMe.  But  now  alas,  the  promife  of  C^od  are  very 
little  tone  x  Before  I  couldlook  upon  the  face  ofidl  trDtthles,ac 
the  face  of  death,  Icoiddloc^uponthem  with  joy,  bat  now 
the  thodg^ts  dhafflii^on  and  of  death,  God  knows  how  teirible 
diMaret0me.  itwiuhetterrmbmethn^benitHfHrw^ 

Before  in  all  creatures  I  could  enjoy  God9 1  to&iA  thefwtet- 
Y  y  3  ^    neffe 
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nefle  and  love  of  God,  even  in  my  meat  and  drinke ;  I  could  (it 
with  my  wtfe  and  ehildrenj  and  lee  God  in  them^'andlookeup- 
on  the  mercies  of  God  through  them,  as  a  fruit  of  the  Covenant 
of  grace ;  Oh  how  fweet  was  it  with  me  then  I  But  now  the 
creature  is  as  an  empty  thing  unto  me,  whether  it  come  in  love 
or  hatred  I  doe  not  know.  It  woi  ketter  with  me  before  then  new. 
Before  I  was  under  the  protedion  of  God  where  ever  I  went, 
but  now  I  doe  not  know  what  danger  and  miferiea  I  am  fubjeft 
unto  daily,  what  may  befall  me  before  night,  God  onely  kno  w$. 
Before  the  faints  rejoyced  with  mc  in  my  company  and  com- 
munion,  now  every  one  is  Qiy  of  mc»  Before  I  was  going  on  in 
the  wayes  of  life  »  now  thele  way  es  I  am  in ,  God  knows  and 
my  conicience  tels  me  are  wayes  of  death.  Jt  wdt  better  with 
me  thenjtben  it  uww. 

Now  then  put  all  thefe  together  ,  as  I  make  no  qudtion 
thefe  thoughts  are  the  thoughts  of  many  Apofiates ; 
if  we  knew  all  that  were  in  their  hearts  ^  wee  (hoold  finde 
fuch  thoughts  as  thefe.  As  thePro£gdll,  when  he  was  fee- 
ding upon  the  hwki^  he  began  to  bethinkehirafdfc;  What, 
is  not  there  feed  enough  in  mj  Fathers  honfe  f  every  fer- 
vant  there  hath  food  enoi^h,  and  here  I  am  ready  to  (UnrCj 
I  feed  upon  husks,  when  there  is  bread  enough  in  my  Fa- 
thers houfc;  So  may  many  Apofbtes  (ay,  Alas  I  before  I 
had  fweetnefTe  enough ,  and  was  latisfied  with  thofe  abun- 
dance of  pleafures  thit  were  in  the  houfe  #f  God^  in  his 
Word  and  Ordinances;  now  I  feed  upon  husks,  andamor^ 
fwiae.  Oh  that  it  were  with  me  as  it  was  beforel  As  Job  fpeaks 
in  another  cafe  concerning  his  afftiAions^  lob  29.1.  Ob  that  it 
were  with  me  4i  in  months  fafi,  as  in  the  ddyes  when  God  fre^ 
fcrved  me ,  when  his  candle  Jbined  nfon  my  hend^  and  when 
by  his  light  1  walked  therongh  darkfneffe  1  before  I  had 
fpmeaffliifhonsjbutlcouldwarkethoroc^h  all  afflidions  by 
that  light  that  I  had  from  God;  Oh  that  it  were  with  me  now 
a$  it  was  then,  as  in  the  dayes  ofmyyonthj  when  thefeeret  of  God 
was  Hfon  my  tabernacle ,  when  the  Almighty  was  yet  with 
mee\  ][t  may  be  (aid  of  many  Apoftates,  as  Lam.  4. 8.  They 
were  once  ^  felijbed  Safhirsy  butnow  they  are  become  as  blacky 
asaeoalf. 

But 
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But  oh  that  you  had  hearts  to  fay ,  let  me  returne ,  let  me  re- 
turned bccaufc  itwasotherwifewiih  me  heretofore  then  it  is 
now  I  Oh  that  this  day  there  mijditan  Angel  meet  thee,  as  he 
met  with  Hagar  when  ftie  fled  from  Sarah  I  the  Angel 
faid  to  her,  HdgMr^Sar^hs  wuid^hence  ^ommeft  thou^andv^hither 
wilt  th9ug$e  f  So  I  fay  to  thee,  Oh  Apoftate,  whence  cemmeft 
thou,  and  whither  wilt  thou  goe  ?  Marke,  H/if^ar, Sarahs  maidt, 
whence cammeft  thou?  Doft  thou  come  from  Sarah  ?  from  Abra-- 
bdms  family  where  God  is  worftiipped ,  where  the  Church  of 
Godis  ?  and  whither g^eftth^nf  canft  thou  bee  any  where fo 
well  asthere^  So  I  fiiy  to  thee.  Thou  who  wert  a  forward  pro- 
feflpr before.  Whence commeft  thou  ?  Doft  thou  come  from 
fiicb  Ordinances,  from  fiich  communion  with  the  Saints?  What 
haft  thou  gotten  by  tho(e  bafe  wayes?Thou  canft  eate,and  drink, 
and  laugh  a  little*  and  have  fi>me  efteeme  with  fuchasarecar- 
nail;  Oh  whither  wilt  thou  goe?  Oh  that  God  would  fhew 
yea  this  day  whither  you  goe  1 

There  followeth  yet  anotlier  Obfervatlon, 

Seeii^  there  is  fo  much  griefe  and  fhame  in  complaining  of 
ouraporattiztng  when  ever  God  awakeneth  us»  it  (liould  teach 
all  that  are  not  yet  Apoftates  to  take  heed  what  they  doe,  that 
they  may  never  bringthemfclves  into  fuch  a  condition  that  they 
may  not  be  forced  to  compUine.  Oh  it  was  better  before  then  it 
is  now.It  is  a  note  ofCaution  toyou  who  ate  thoroughGods  mer- 
cy in  his  way,  you  ate  now  well,  know  when  you  are  well,  and 
keep  you  wel«  And  you  young  ones  who  are  beginning  to  givcup 
your  names  to  God^take  heed  that  you  do  not  decline  from  what 
now  you  do,that  you  do  not  apoftatize  andfal  oflffromGod  after- 
ward^ 1^  this  be  yourctodition  that  yeu  (hall  be  brought  to  at 
beft,  for  this  is  at  beft,  thus  to  lament  the  change  of  your  oendi- 
tion,  j>erhaps  you  (hall  goe  on,  and  God  will  never  caufe  you  to 
fee  your  fliame  and  folly,  till  you  be  eternally  undone;  but  at 
beft  ycu  muft  be  brought  to  this  ihame  and  confuGon  of  face,to 
acknowledge  how  much  better  it  was  with  you  before  then 
now;  how  much  better  was  it  when  I  lived  in  fucba  family,  un« 
derluch  a  Matter,  in  fuchaTowne,  Oh  it  was  better  then 
with  me  then  it  is  now  I  Oh  the  precious  dayes  that  once  I  bad 
when  I  was  a  youngone,  thofe  dayes  aregone ,  and  whether 

_     ever 
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ever  they  will  come  againe,  God  knaws. 

Yet  further,  when  the  judgement  paffeth  on  Gods  fide,  thtt  it 
WIS  better  before  then  nov^,  then  the  foule  is  in  si  hopcfiil  way* 
So  long  as  the  j  udgment  holdtth  for  God  and  his  wayes,  thoo^ 
thottbeeft  an  Apolbte^though  perhaps^thy  heart  be  drawn  afide 
from  Ged»  and  thy  a&Aions  be  unnily>  thou  art  not  in  a  defpe^ 
ratecondition,  there  is  hope  of  thee*  There  are  two  fortt  of 
Apoftates.  There  are  fome  Apoftatcs,  who  though  they  are  fo 
thrmightheunnilinefle  of  their  af&ftions,  and  the  fhtngth  of 
temptation,  yet  they  keep  their  judgmentsibr  Gods  wayes,  and 
acknowledge  Gods  people  to  be  bdly  and  liis  Ordinances  to  be 
beft)  and  themselves  in  the  danger,  ^at  now  there  are  Some 
Apoftates  who  do  fo  fall  otffrom  God  and  his  wayts,  thtt  tfa^ 
bq^n  in  their  very  j  udgemeots  to  think  that  thofe  wayesthey 
profeft  before  were  but  fandes^and  that  the  people  of  God  are 
but  a  company  of  humerons  pieople^ft  bleift  themfilvestn  their 
own  wayes,  and  think  that  they  lire  better  tiow  then  tbcywcrc 
before :  oh  this  is  a  hideous  thing.  If  thy  jadgemenc  be  once 
takeni  that  thou  thtnkeft  the  wayes  of  (in  to  be  better  thien  thofe 
ways  of  God  that  before  thou  prefefledft,  then  Lord  have  mercy 
npoatheei  thou  art  even  a  gone  man»  we  doe  not  know  what 
Ciod  willdoe'With  thee,  botirithe  judgement  of  nan  thou  act 
evenagoneotan. 

I  remember  iMmtr  in  a  Sermon  before  King  Edmsrd  hath 
this  pa(&ge.  I  have  known  (faith  he)  many  Apofta^esy  but  I  nc* 
ver  knew  any  morethen  one  that  proved  a  (corner,  and  yet  re- 
turned again..  Take  heed  therefore,faith  he,of  Apoflafie.Thou^ 
a  man  may  fall  off  from  God,  and  ^odiblyreturne;  but  yet  if 
he  fall  ofi^fo  that  his  judgement  is  taken  tluc  lie  is  become 
afcomer,  that  is  a  iwohill  condition  ,  fuch  a  ox  fearce  ^er 
retumeth.  Many  £ich  Apoftates  you  have  in  England*  and  I 
would  challenge  you  all  to  give  me  one  example  of  any  one 
that  ever  returned  again  that  fo  felL  I  know  many  fcomers  are 
converted,  but  they  that  have  been  forward  in  profcflinfl,  %ad 
then  fall  oC  and  prove  fcorners^  where  have  you  any  of  them 
CDmcin? 

You  have  a  notable  place  for  this,  Lttfit.  1 3. 44.  there  you 
(hall  finde  when  the  Prieft  ihall  come  and  (ee  m  man  that 

hath 
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fliallobfienreio  all  th« Chapter,  when  the  Pricft  fotmdufi* 
ekaonefle  in  any  other  thing,,  he  wtt  to  pionounce  it  mcUan^ 
but  if  tlic  Icprofie  be  in  the  head,  hce  (hall  pMinraftce  the 
^giutf  tmerij  mf^Mm^  Metthefl^igmdktim  thi  braJ^  there  is  not 
that  utter  iifldflaBiitife  any  where  as  when  the  plague  is  in  the 
head.  -Sol  may  fay  here*  when  a  jsan  faUeth  oflT  from  the 
wqretc^God  by  fome  ftiong  teo^itttion  or  unruly  aikftion^ 
thtsflMmisnncleaoey  iMUy  he  jsuadeanc;  biit  whenit  orai* 
methto  the  heady  that  his  judgieiiieiit  is  againft  the  wayesof 
Gbd«  aodlbcoNMnethtooonteometbemmdthoretfaitto^^ 
theoif  ^tochlnke  his  own  wayes  better,  thisfnanisutterfy 
uodeaoyf <'r^  plague  is  in  his  head^  The  £ord  deliver  you  fiom 
thacplJ^ 


tefrj. 


Tie  Sixth  LeBurc^. 

Ho  s  s  A  >^7,8- 
f$rtb^itm4iht^9r  with  mithen  u  Un$w. 
f^rfieSdmp  hfi0WtbM  1  giwe  hir  cmrne^  Mdmne,  mh^  ^/f, 
/md  ntultifljtdber  filvir^  and  g9li^  which  they  fnfartd  fgf 

I  |H^  cemains  onely  dne  observation  from  the  7. 

^  f  mr  Jttui  the  taking  a  hint  of  a  meditation  h-om 

4  ^  ifcence  concerning  our  ptefent  times,  of  which 

1  F  briefely.- 

I  •     Upon  retumeunta  God,  Aptoflatcs  ftiay  have 

hope  of ttfainingthdrlormer  condition ;  to  be  as 
WtUas  Cfver  theinrere  ^  IwHreturn  t^nr^firfi  husiand^fir  then 
ma^kiiUfr wiu^mk  that mw,  by  retumin?,  I  feopeto rccovet to 
bfcas;Iw«9rtiien,that<i#tUetteaningJ       "  , 

V  InjW?^  'Goaigo^ni!ftjgoeth'bwondminifJd)undin^^ 
j.i.fFignman^  j^hmfA  wife  hnthcmmitted^lttrrdfahe 
^_-J:___'  2  2  hath 
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2. 


Innkfm  ker  smtjywHHm  ret$tnttu  her  MgaimfBut  tbernks^ 
flsyed  the  hmrUi  vpkh  msnj  hwri  ^jtt  remtifs  Mgmm  u  me 
fdith  the  Lord:  Hence  vrr,  22.  the  Holy  Gholt  ezhorteth 
to  return  upon  this  very  ground  ,  Reiteme  ye  hackcpdmg  chil^ 
dren^snilwiU  heaUyeur  bMcf^fUdings.  Is  there  any  back- 
(Uding  ibtde.  before  the  LokI  ^  Cod  iuow  bfereth  to  heale 
thy  back-flididg$>  thou  knoweft  ttett  it  ts  not  with  thee  now 
asher€tofQreitfaatbbeen,loeGod  tenderetii  hisgcace  to.thee 
that  thou  mayell  be  in  as  good  a  condition  as  ever ;  Oh  that 
thgU}Wouldeft  giv^  the.amwa:  otthe  Church  there.  Behold 
weeemetintethee^  for  them  art  the. JjerdemrGed^  tmlyinvrntte 
is  Salvatien  hoped  for  from  the  hilsy  or  from  the  mttlHtetde  of  the 
meM9ttains^  truelj  in  the  Lor  dour  Godis  thefalvsuion  ef  IfraeL 
It  is  true/aod  mi^ht  juftLy  f^tisfie  thee  in  thofeprefent  waves  of 
Apoftacie  wherun  thou  arr^.asfometimes  he  doth  Apouates, 
The  bdckrflider  in  hem-t  JbaU  he  fiHed  with  his  ovm  wayeSy  he  ftiall 
{lavc  enough  of  them,  and  Pro .  i .  3 1  •  They  fbaU  eate  the  frssit  of 
their  own  w^y^  and  he  filled  with  their  own  devices.  But  behold 
wifdome  it  felfe  calleth  thee  now  to  returne  again,  and  makes 
this  faire  proinifc,Pr<?.  i  .z^.THrnejeat  my  reprdofe^heholdlwit 
powre  out  my  fpirit  nntojon.  There  is  not  onelyapoffibilityc^ 
being  received  into  thy  formei^cb^idition,  but  Chrift  doth  wooe 
thee,and  calleth  after  thee,  he  promi&th  to  potrreferth  his.  fpirit 
untothee^  yca  and  there  would  be  triumph  ini^iiwiiupontby 
retHming.  .  ^r    . 

B  ut  Ic t  mt  fay  thus  much  to  thee,  though  there  Be AWflihflity 
o(  comming  again  into  as  good  a  condition  as  thouwail  in  afore, 
yet  I  .there  bad  need  be  a  mighty  work  of  Gods  Spiat  to  raife  thy 
heart  to  bcleeve  this*  It  is  not  an  eafy  thing  fo^  otie  who  h^' 
that  feaifuU  Hnne oi  Apoft^  idtled  upon  him  byGod  tol)cleeve 
that  ever  God  fliould  receive  him  and  returlie  in  the  wajjresof 
mercy aftAcornfojctas before. '  .  .:  " 
.  Yea.  2 .  though  theVe  be;apoflibity  to  be  recovered  to  niercy , 
yet  you  mud  be  interned  to  b^  in  a  meaner  condition  if  God 
(hall  pleaff >you  mu(l  come  l^lto  God  withfach  a  difpofitibn  as 
to  be  content  to  be  m  the  lowc(^  i^Viditiifn  that  can  be,  'odely 
t^t.^hQUimyefl^h^ve^erjcyattl^.l^ft,  astheProdig^i  i>r 
mebe\Cw\xh^^bHt4fi.qm^ftlgbi^^^  .  \.: 

And 
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And  know  lirilly,  that  it  you  doe  not  return  upon  his  grtciws 
cflfer^  God  may  give  thee  up  for  ever^  take  thy  fill  and  there  is  an 
end  of  thee ;  He  that  wiB  h  filthy^  let  him  be  pithy  fiid. 

Yet  further,  this  expreffion  doth  ftrongly  j>refent  occa- 
fion  to  digrefle  a  little  in  the  comparing  bcr  prcfem  ttmes^  with' 
former  times, 'to  examine  whetker  we  can  iay ,  li  was  better 
with  us  heretofbref  hen  it  is  noXv  ?  In  thefe  dayes  there  is  much 
comparing  our  priefent  times  with  times  paft>  and  divers  judge- 
ments there  ate  about  prefent times,  Ibmc  complayning  and 
crying  out  of  the  hteardsand  dangers  weateiO)  in  thcfejirdent 
tiihes,  much  better  Wis  it  heretefbrefaythey  thenitis  now* 

To  fuch  as  thefe  let  me  fay,  firQ;  as  the  holy  Ghoft  faith  ^  Mc- 
clef. J. lo.  Say  not  thou ,  what  is  the  caufe  the  firmer  JUyMS  were 
better  then  thefe  f  thott  dofi  net  enquire  wifely  concerning  t hie 
thing.  Certainly,  thbfe  people  who  make  iuch  grievous  com- 
plaints of  prefenttimes^  comparftigtheifir  with  tilnesp«ft>  ido 
iMt  wifely  enquire  concerning  this  t hbe.  It  is  tite,  there  nxe 
many  fad  things  fer  the  prefent«m<^nglc  us>  thkigs  thai  cur 
hearts  ha vecaufc  to  bked  for,fuch  mitunderftanding  betwcenc 
King  and  Parlia(ment>  fame  blood  (hed  already^  anddanger  of 
(hedding  much  more ;  yet  perhaps  if  weeenqdirc  wifcl¥con^ 
coming  this  thkig,  we  (halliindej  that  not  withftanding  all  this, 
wehavelittlecametecompbine  that  it  isworfe  Witfausne^w, 
in  comparifon  6f  what  was  before. 

Coofidet,  Firflr,  that  which  men  dd«  moft  ieoinplaine  of  , 
which  makes  t<hetiiifes  faiirdeft  nb^ ,  it  ssbnt the  breaking  out  ijptdtoina 
of  thefe  miichieVMs' defignfes  that  lay  bid  long  bcfbrej  arid  ftk)nwhc- 

would  have  doneUfta  great  tteale  more  mifchtefe  if  they  ha  J  |  '^ 

beene  kept  In ;  Now  tl^  breakrforthV  arid  breakeforth  as  the 
dei|)enitene(ieofthehepeS'Of thole- Who  litdfuch*  deiigns ;  ba- 
caufe  they  could  How  goe  liolongfr  underhand^  'but  being 
broa&;ht  mtd  a  deflorate  pilfe  I  €h^' are fajnetd  f«e  what  they 
can  (K)e  in  way«sdFviolenc€ ,  and  this  certainly  is  better  then 
that  mifchiefe  ihoodd  Wc^ke  fittfttly  tuidkr-bdiird. . 

Secondly^t  by  this  w.echave  i4ifcovety  of  men  which  vray 
they  ftand,  what  was  and  is  in  their  hearts,  andtUs  is  agreat 
mercy.  .'■•.'• 

Jlurdly^  with  the  breakiogfordi  of  thefe  chiiigs^Gpd  grants 
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tb«t  Ktlp  now  to  England,  that  it  never  yet  lud  in  the  like  w«y, 
fo  fully»  and  puttct  h  (uch  a  ftire  price  into  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Eneiand,  that  never  yat  was  put  into  their  hands. 
I  Yea,  and  confiderfartherthat  the  more  violent  men  ate  now. 
tftemoi«4oth  it  ttll  us  what  a  lamentable  time  was  before;  for 
if  now  whentheie  is  fuch  mennes  of  refifiihice «  and  yet  the  ad- 
ver&ries  prevaile  fo  much^  wl«t  would  they  have  hemt  l^  this 
time^ifthismeanesof  rcTiftanee  had  not  beene?  What  a  cafe 
were  we  in  then  when  they  might  doe  what  they  would  ^  and 
we  had  n0  meanea  tohcl|>  our  felvca,  what  a  danger  wci«  wcc 
in  then  ?  Cenainly  thmgs  then  lay  at  moae  hazard  tbeanow. 

Fiftly ,  thoi^h  there  be  many  fad  things  aodpgft  us  ^  yet 
God  hachbecne  befoie-hattd  with  us,  we  have  had  idready  even 
of  (ree-coft  as  much  mercy  as  all  thefe  troubles  comcto* 

Sixtly,  thefe  troubles  that  we  are  in  ace  makkig  way  for  fU- 
rious  mercies  to  come^  though  there  be  Cotae  pangp,  yet  they  are 
not  the pajigi^of  death,  they  are  but  thepaqg^c^f  a  travelUng 
WMsan  that  is  bringing  iorth  a  oun  child ;  And  oertainiy  any 
Prince  would  thinKe,  that  thot^h  his  Queeneflioiildbepatto 
(bmefwiiliein  travaile,  yet  her  condiuon  is  better  th^i  when  (he 
liadnop^iiie»ndwasbarren,  or  then  that  Aie  ilicuM  lye  upon 
her  fick  bed  and  her  ftnfes  benumaaed^and  Q^  reidy  to  dye:  TJie 
pai»e$ofat»iveUiugW0Oian  are  better  thtt  afesfeltfle  <^ng« 

And  yet  hirther,  if  you  thisik  that  you  had  batter  tiaacs  hore- 
^•«  toforc then qow;  Whatdmea  Wftiyou  odFentfyotr  felvca  Otto 
J^  ^  in  making  the  mmpariToD^  I  rqj^pofeypu  wiUkiftanor  in  tfce 
'  ^timesoftheftrftRetarmacioo,  tbeatfaingf  wswin  a  good  way 
when  thofe  worthy  Lights  of  thet^fatf  ch.»  and  Uetfed  Martyts 
hadfttch  a  hffidinehe  RefoftMioo*  Mimy there  arethatdoe 
magnifie  the  timet  of!thebr9nmng>of  H4r«riiMitk»  j  ht  fhdi 
owne  ends  ^  that  they rnny  thtrehy  hiodfi^JllfMafiatfofi  m>w« 
This  yctt  know  ?is  the  flraMiaigUMMnt  rthat  pr^vaileth  with 
moft ;  What,  were  ast  'thdfe.  Prayers  <oa^ofi)d  by  learned 
godly  men^  S^^Cr^mmt^  i^m^r^s^JiiJt^,'^^  ockts  ?.  and 
caowebewiior  thcnthay^^  did  wi they /foilbaheifprofcffion 
with  their  HkjO^*-?  r- •    .vi...(:?    ...;:  c  ;        j  ,    / 

My  brethren^  we  need  goe  no  further  to  (hew  the  we^kknafle 
of  this  AigameQi^  b«t<»fM^Hii^lheitol^ 

-  ^  in  I 
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Ik  thofetisicS)  and  yoa  will  findc  that  you  have  catife  to  blcfle 
God  tint  k  is  not  fo  wkh  yott  now  as  it  was  then>and  if  that  will 
tppeare,  then  the  argument  you  will  fee  can  no  farther  prcvaile 
with  rttipoaU  men. 

Certainly  thofe  firll  Reformers  were  worthy  Lights  and  blei^ 
fed  inftromentB  for  God :  I  would  not  darken  their  excellency^ 
but  weaken  the  aisument  that  is  abufively  raifcd  from  their 
wofth.  It  is  reported  of  Mr.  Greneham  that  fanrous  pradicall 
Dnrine,  who  refufing  fiibfcription ,  in  a  Letter  of  his  to  the 
Biflu>pof£/f)givc^hisreafons,  and  anfwers  that  Prelates  da* 
jeftion  ag^iiift  him,  namely,  that  Lmther  thought  fuch  Cetx"* 
monies  migfatberetaioed  hi  the  Church;  his  Amwer  is  this,  I 
Kvercnce  more  the  revealed  wifdome  of  God  «  in  teaching 
Mr.  IjHhtri(>  many  necf£Siry  thii^  to  frlvation^  then  I  fearch 
faitftcietitidgemtnts  in  keeping  bick  from  his  knowledge  o* 
tbcr  tfaiogs  of  leftimporunce :  The  £ime  doe  I  fay  of  thofe 
woitby  inflmmeots  of  uods  g^or^  in  the  firft  Reformation,  and 
that  it  oray  be  cleare  to  you  that  (jod  kept  back  his  miode  from 
f  hem  in  feme  things.  Confider,  whether  you  would  be  willing 
that  ihoidid  be  done  new  that  was  then;  As  in  the  admlniftratioii 
of  fiaptifme,  we  iindethtt  intbe  fiook  of  Liturgy  in  King  J?^/- 
iMir^tiine,  which  was  coflqx>Ied  by  thofe  worthy  men;  firft 
theoUkl  was  to  be  croft  in  the  forehead,  and  then  on  thcbre^, 
tftera  piay er  ufed>then  thePtieft  was  to  fay  pver  the  child  at  the 
IroQtiic^mmdndthtethfUMncUimi^irip^  in  the  nmmc  ifftheFd" 
tkn^jmiofthe  Son^  wdofihehely  Ghoji  that  thorn  commtefi  out 
oftkitimfimtj  thottamfedgfiritnmemtcrthjfenUftcej  remcm^^tr 
tbyJ9tdg€mfn$9  nmnmber  the  ddj  is  dt  hand  wherein  thottjha/t  h 
burnt  with  everUfiingfirefrcfM^dfer  thee  ^ndthy  Angeis^  dnd 
frefume  net  hereafter  to  exercife  any  tyranny  over  this  infant 
whm  Cbrj^  kMyimgbi  withhie  preciotts  Uood.  Then  tfa«y  dip- 
ped thechttdthcicejn.thewiater>  the  Godfathers  and  the  God- 
mothers laid  their  hands  upon  the  child,  andthe  Pricft  putteth 
a  white veftmcfit  over  it;,  called  a  Cryfome ,  ftying ,  Takf  this 
white  vefteerefor  s  tokfn  ^ thine  innaeemy ,  wbkh  hj  Gods  grace 
ifoMe  holy  Amumem  eftamifme,  it  given  to  thee,  smdfor  afigm 
wherehf  ^h^tt-nrt^idmenifiedst  Ungntthottiivefitogivetby/ilfi 
$4inmfett0ff^  Thmtbc  Pridft  moft  fmoiat  the  Infant  4ipon  the 
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head,  faying,  Almifhtj  God.^c.  wh9  hath  regenerated the^  Sfj 
wdter  and  the  holy  Ghofiy  wha  hath  given  thee  remijfien  ofalLthj 
jinnes  ^  vonchfafe  to  anneittt  thee  with  the  Mullion^f  his  holjSfi^ 
rit.  Woald  you  now  ha^e  your  chiUren  baptifcd  after  this  or- 
der ?  yet  thcfv^  learned  holy  men  thought  that  to  be  a  good  way. 
So  at  the  buriall  of  the  dead ,.  the  Prieft  caftii^  earth  upon  the 
corps  {hall  fay,  1  commend  thjfonle  to  God  the  Father  Almighty ^ 
and  thy  body  to  the  ground;  and  in  another  prayer.  Grant  to  this 
this  thyfervant  that  the  fins  he  committedin  this  world  be  notim^ 
fHted  to  him  ,  bnt  that  he  efcaping  the  gates  of  hell  and  foines  of 
HernaUdarkfejje^  nuiy  ever  d»eU  in  the  region  of  light. 

You  will  fay,  things  are  othcrwife  now.  True,  therrfore  I  &y 
there  is  no  ftrength  in  that  ailment,  that  thofe  men  that  com* 
pofed  that  Liturgy  were  worthy  Lights  in  the  Church ;  for  they . 
were  but  newly  come  out  of  Popery,  and  had  the  lent  ofPope- 
ry  upon  them ,.  therefore  it  is  too  unreafonable  to  make  that 
which  they  did,the  rule  of  our  Reformation  now,  as  if  we  were 
to  goe  no  further  then  they  did  • 
The  like  may  be  faid  of  the  Primitivetimes, which  manypletd 
tor  the  J  unification  oftheirfuperftitious  vanities,  for  thcChri- 
ftians  then  came  but  newly  out  of  heathenifme,  and  lived  a- 
mong  Heathens,  and  therefore  could  not  fofoone  be  delivered 
from  their  heathenilh  cuiloines.  I  couki  relate  to  you  fad 
things  there  were  in  Qoccne  Elizjibeths  dayes  ,  in  King 
James  his  dayes,  but  I  moftnotuketoomuchlfb^ty  in  this 
digreflion,  onely  let  us  hereby  learne  not  io  to  cty  out  of  e-^ 
vill  times  that  we  are  falne  into ,  as  to  be  untteuikrull  for  pre- 
fent  mercies ;  let  us  bleffe  God  for  what  we  have  had,  and  look 
unto  the  rule  for  further  reformation. 

Forfhe  didhot  kfow  that  I  gave  bercorny  andmne^  Mnd  $yle^ 

and  multiflied  herfilverand  gold,  which  they  frepared 

for  Baal, &c. 

The  Spirit  of  God  returneth  here  againe  tooonvincing,  np^ 

'braiding,a^cufing,threatningofIfracl.  The  fin  of  Ifrad  went 

very  neere  to  the  heart  of  God,  and  God  (peaks  here  as  tiaan 

troubled  in  foirit  for  theunkindneffe ,  unfakhfdnefle ,  uneftfe^ 

I  nableneifeotthe  dealings  of  his  Spoi^withhim^  it  lUneth  m 
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his  thoughts,  his  heart  is  ^ievcd  at  it,  and  he  muft  vent  himiclf, 
and  whm  he  hath  told  hii  mete  and  a^avated  his  wrong,  he 
is  upon  it  agaih  and  again,mllconvincing,upbraydingxharging 
Ifraelfor  dealing  (b  unfaithfully  andtreachcroufly  with  hiin>  all 
(he  vving  the  trouble  of  his  ipint. 

Theie words  depend  upon  the  ^.'ver.  ("for  the  6.  and  7.  they 
•re  as  a  ParentheHs)  She  hath  done  Jhamefit/ljjvrjbe /aid,  I  will 
g9  after  mj  l&vers  thatgwe  me  my  bread,  andmj  vtater^  mj  rvoolj 
andmj  fiaxe^  O'C.  For  [he  did  mt  know  &c.  She  did  thus  and 
thJOSyjorJbe^not  k»ojv  thai  1  gave  her  cormyandwine^c^ci 

What  was  I frael  worfc  then  the  Oxe  and  the  Ajfe  that  knowes 
hisewneryOndhisMafterscrihtltWim^oWol^hvit  Ifrael  ("that 
was  the  onely  people  of  God  in  thofe  times,  where  God  was 
meftynay  ^w  may  fay  onely  knowen  in  the  world) (hould  know 
that  God  was  the  caufe  of  all  tir  good  they  had,  certainly  they 
could  not  be  ^norantjof  that,  for  in  their  creed  (as  ^i^Ar^^rjJw 
tnd  others  make  mention  J  they  had  thirteen  ArticLs,  and  this 
Vras  the  firft  Article,  lieleeve  with  a  tri^e^andperfel}  faiths  that 
God  is  the  creatonr^the  govemoHT ,  the  fufiajnet  of  aH  creatures , 
that  he  wrought  all  things^  fiiHworkss  ^things,  andjhallfor  ever 
wotkjt^  things.  And  at  their  feafts  they  had  thefecxpreflions. 
Sliced  he  thou  O^Lard  onr  God  King  of  the  world  that  doejl  create 
the  frmte  of  the  vine.  The  Matter  of  the  feaft  himfclfe  came  in 
(he  did  not  iet  4  boy  to  it)  publiqutly  to  bldle  God  for  the  fruit 
of tlic  Fine,tndyet  here  the  Text  faith  they  did  not.knowthat  God 
gave  them  wine^  When  thev  cameto  take  bread  they  had  this 
fveediyBleffedhethoH  0  God  that  art  the  King  of  the  world^  that 
pH0gefifirthhreadotttof  the  earth;  And  at  the  end  of  the  feaft 
this^Let  m  hlejfehim  Hfho  hathfentm  of  hie  own^of  whofegoodnes 
we  tii/e.  Theqiicftionanfwerecl,4;f J  W^/prriifi^  A^  «/  whofegood^ 
neffewilive.  Yea  they  ufed  to  blefle  God  folem.nely  for  the 
jweetandfragrantfmel  of  fpices  andherbeSy  This  was  their  con- 
ftantway,  ^xA  yet  here  <w  od  chargeth  them  thatth^yi^Ww^r 
know  th^r  he  gave  them  breads  attdwine,  andojle^  they  did  nof 
lay  it  to  heart. 

-  We  (hall  fee  after  ward  of  what  ereatufe  this  is  unto  us,  to 
fhew  what  ptafeflSon  they  .made  oF  acknowledging  that  God 
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nve  tkem  «11|  md  ycf  God  chttgct  them  thit  tkey  did  noc 
knowitr 

tdher  filvirMndhirgoU* 

Here  God  exprefleth  himielfe  more  largely  then  they  did  be* 
fore  in  that  they  received  trom  their  Idols,  they  tdked  in  the  5 . 
ver.  of  receiving  from  their  Idols  bre4id,and  wiUir^  and  itm/,  and 
fiax,  &c.  but  here  is  wine^Mnd  •jU^mdfilvtr^  undgUdjaxm^  then 
they  bad  from  their  Idols.  God fetteth«out  his  mercy  to  them^to 
opbrayd  them. 

And  thej  frt^nrtdthemfvr  BmI. 

We  muft  enquire  here  firft  what  this  BmI  was.  The  rame 
ck  hi«f  [_Sagn4ff^  it  fignifyeth  a  Lsrd(md  from  thence  %mfy- 
eth  a  hushdnd)  bectuie  they  attributed  fuch  domiiuoo  that  that 
Idols  had  over  them,  acknowledgii^  their Idiol64io be LGids» 
therefore  they  called  them  by  the  name  J74^M/f,  their  Lords: 
And  becaufe  theychofe  them  as  their  fansbind^therefere  alio  they 
had  this  name^it  \s  all  one  with  Bel  toojhc  the  Chaidee  put  out 
that  letter  [[irj  and  the  pricks  beifigtltereditiaaUonei?W 
and-8r/. 

Now  this  BmI  either  was  fome  fpeciall  Idol,  or  eife  t  geae* 
rail  name  given  to  all  Idols  ;fome^mes  it  issnamegtYengeM^ 
rally  to  aUj  in  the  plurall  number  i?44/faii,  lir.9.1^  Tbeylntpi 
walked  afttrthe  imagindMni  ef  their  own  hemrt^  Md^fterBs^ 
alim.  Bat  it  likewife  notes  a  fjKcali  Idol  ,  an  IddLtftat 
was  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Zidonians  wliidithqr  called/a^ 
pher  ThaldJpHi^ox  ihtixfia,  Ittfiterfk^  lifi  wucalled  BM^l'm 
a  fpeciall  manner. 

I  King,  16.  it.  youmayieehowtfie  warfiupof  BmIoom 
into  Ifrael  at  that  time.  It  is  true  the  worihip  otBasl  hod  baen 
in  Ifrael  a  long  time  before,  in  Jmdjg^tjii.ynKi  (halt  find  fhece 
thtt  they  firwdBsal,  .yet  the  Idolatry  of  i?M/  ^was  otU)  caiik 
outby  thepcopleof  God,bntinthat  placeof  the  Kinga  you  (ball 
findc  how  it  came  in  afrefli,  the  text  fiuth  that  Ahnt^o^ks  f^  ^ifr 
lexjehel  the  dd$$ghtir  if  Eth^Ml  King  rftke  Zidbmsne^  &  mne 
andferved  BMl^dnd  worjhifped  him ;  That  was  the  occafion.  A* 
bdi  matchit^  with  a  Zidonian,  to  the  end  that  he  m^  ingra- 
tiate himialfe  with  his  wives  kindred,  he  would  worftiphiB 
wires  God.      _  And 
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-  Ahd'dus  iSkii/ hath.diYCTS  flddtttofitU  ntmes.^  SonMidies 
jrou  fliall  6ndic  in  Scrif>tiire  called  B4di*JciM  or  B/Hzf- 
M  (it  18  tU  one »  for  Baal  and  Bei  is  the  Ailie,  onely  changing 
the  points)  and  thatlignifieth  their  ged  offiies ;  and  the  reafon 
why  i?^  had  that  name  was  becaufe  indhofe  Ceuntryesthcy 
were  extrearaely  perplexed  with  flies  y  and  they  attributed 
thejpowct  et  driving  them  a  w^and  oFhelping  them  againft  the 
moleftation  tliey  had  by  them  td  their  god  Baaiy  hence  they  cal- 
led^ him  Bdalzjtbnb ;  you  may  fee  how  much  they  attributed  to 
their  god  for  deliverance  from  ^es,  we  have  other  manner  oF 
deliverances  by  the  goodnefle  ot  our  God  then  thiSj  yet  for  this 
BodUtM  wa^one  of  their  principall  gods>therefere  it  is  laid  of 
Chrift  that  heeafi  ont  JieviBs  fyBelz^M  the  Prince  oftleviBsy 
which  is  bjthegei^pesy  Mat.  10^5.  He  is  called  jSma^iC^a, 
Belxjtlml^'ii^h,  is  a$  much  %&the  dmnggei^  ZeM,  in  the  Syriac 
fignifying  4fMTitf,^«rf. 

Ilien  there  was  Baai^firoKim ,  that  addition  was  ondy 
fixnntfaeplape,  the  moantain  where  he  was  worshipped* 

There  was  alfo  Baal^kerhh,  that  (ignified  onj^ly  the  covenant 
they  «ntred  into  with  that  God.  So  that  it  feems  the  very  Ido- 
iatcra  did  binde  theoifelves  to  worfliip  their  godbyfolemne 
covenant  or  very  (brong; arguments,  to  teach  us  tobe  willing  to 
binde  ovfelves^inwoiihqp^  God  by  all  the  l^U 

bonds  We  can,  to  make  God  to  be  thcGod  of  pur  Covenant, '  as 
their  g^  here  was.  It  is  needlefle  to  name  more  who  had 
this  nadie.  I  fhall  afterward  (hew  how  God  himfelfe  bad 
oaice  die  name^  Baa/yfoc  the  word  iignilyingthe  name  of 
busiamlM  L§rdvik%9if  duetoGod  as  to  any  other,  and  God 
luiqfdtf'took  that  name.  Biithere  wearetounderftandit  of 
t^ir  Idols. 

'  They  fr^f^^d  tbmf4r  Baal^  they  made  thcmfotBaa/^fo 
tkewMclis.   It  importeththefe  two  things  : 

Firftitimportetftthattheydidfacrifice  thefc  things  to 

BaMfyt  (opt^^re^e  maksj^  aa  much  many  times  H  Sacrificare, 
t^facfifft ;  An4  BeUarmne,  taices  advantagje  fioqif  this  word* 
y^kffofi^^s^  tl^Jtxt  draweth.a^  argument  that 

tlieIx>rdsSuppcrisaracrincejfbrthewordto^is4^  j 

t^ttofaqrtji€Uy,:  >  > 

':  ^  A* a  But' 
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gMrtipnttkc3rfold«iidfil¥er|  bat  \mi  wde  udpoqwcditto 

Indent  sv  gtx>d  38  my  inthdr  puift$« 
TheObftnMtioiis. 
fiift. 
It  is  God  tl«t  li^yelh  aU  tfae  oimmrf  good^ 
people. 


TkejMitmkifom  tBn^  1  ptpe  th^m,  f^.  I  §nie  tiuBall 
tfcecom,  tndwint,  aivdojntetlKyfaid,  I  did  not  fiBcljr  ^vt 
them  mine  ordimnoes  ,  bat  I  ^^e  tkem  cdrne,  ud  i«i|ie, 
and  ciylc3«  and  gcM^nd  Aver.  Itis  the  Lord  Idiaftlfetkat 
fiifpljAe^  aU  outwvd  good  to  his  peopky  he  doth  notour- 
eiy  prize  thereoks  of  his  pcopte,  hot  he  takes  est  oFihttr 
bodies  too,  and  outward  efUtes.  FySiAiP.j4.a0.  A%«ptt 
jf  km  tonts.  Yea  be  takes  «CKe  oFdie  very  hmn  of  sMr 
beads.  The  tx>diesef  the  Saints  ore  pnecioas  in  the  eyes 
of  God»  the  mtift  predoui <f  iH  coipofcall  thiogs m  the 
world:  The  Smme,  ana  Moonr^andSutmaseaotfeiKf^ 
oas  ast4ie  hodjes  of  the  Saims,  how  ooioh  men  prcctoosjae 
tfarirfeQles^ 

We  have  an  cxcdKent  fiotecf  itfiif|isa/w^ 
tlicTeKtfmh,  Mj  {^9  ikkfinh  f0rAo$9^  mif  pik  imm$k 
for  $h$€^  ^.  Upon  this  be  hath  this  Note:  If  dbe  NdOf 
hath  any  need  of  toead,  of  wineioFmency  orosicl,  ftrfrthiscif 
God,  lor  Gedgiveth  tJirstoo.fbr  naihe,  MyM  imgmkfm 
^$hee.  ThoTe  who  ^hifft  lor  God  «iaft  dikft  fer  hm  ^^ 
17  way;  notonely  t%eir>wif/  thhft  fw  hin,  but  tins  fkjk 
muft  third  for  him;  for  faith  he,  did  God  makethe  b^  wmk 
didfhedeyils  or  any  Idols-  mahe  'rfieDodi  ?  No,  ht  tftst  «ule 
both  foule  and  flefhi  hefeedeeh  thtm  both,  iftettibit  aUGhilfti. 
ans  miiftSiy,  Mj{indo  tmosjB^^nktf^vAmitpfk^itb^ 
If  then  we  cajl  tr«ft  God  wtmstfMn^  .ond  cur  OtamB 
eftates  that  he  wi£ijpip¥]dcHR«r  them,  wt  mnftmft  hioa  ior  mt 
iMie9itVfo,&ronrjlf>,  <brtxirtcoiijpotitt^aMs>  dhtt  hsr  wJtt 
pFOvfOeror^hemwR)*  \  n  / 

Secon^lythi*.    t  y  v   \    /  ^=<n«ry      /   O^ 


^x-TvT^^-^i^^v^^tS 


thtfr&ftfefU$fHiX%  t  a. 


•    AH  rim  wc  have,  all  oar  ru|mly  that  wt  enjoy  in  this 
worU^it  sitbehtegift  of  God. 

ThiydUmtkfn^AMtlgmf9th€m€$rue^Mniwi9ie,&r.  AUof* 
oiUireapoatheflieareAliiicsof  God^  thegt^eatcft  nian  in  the 
W^U  is  bmnd  t»  gM  to  Godfgttc  and  beg  ms  bccad  cTcry  d^ 
though  he  were  an  Emperoor  over  all  the  worlds  he  muft  doe  it 
coflftewbitdqwidanceiipc^  that  he  lires wholly  upon 

aHflaes;  Men  thinke  it  hard  to  live  upon  alines,  and  bccauib 
they  have  malntcnanot,  fo  nnefa  commii^in  1^  the  yc^re, 
iiieh  an  eftate  in  land,'  they  think  they  are.  well  provided  for 
manyytof :  Bat  what  ever  eftate  thou  haft,  though  by  thy 
rttading  than  haft  gotten  fe  much  by  the  yeerecosimingin^ 
yet  G6d  Mqutreth  this  of  tbte ,  to  goe  to  bis  gate  ^  anibtrg 
chy  bread  olhim  every  digr;  ibChrifttedcbeth^  Give  m$ his  Jdj 
aarls/yArMff;  Andcert«inlyifwedidb«tnndcrftandthis  our 
dtpcndancf  imoaGodI  fiNrail  ontward  comfocts  in  the  world, 
weirnddnotDBtftvehim,  and  feeke  to  make  peace  with  hinu 
and  heepepeice  with  him,  anditwould  beameanes  thatour 
htattf  vroidd  be  inlargrd  to  give  to  btheirs  who  need  our  alma, 
k^og  eveiy  fmn  and  woman  of  n  is  an  Almes*'man  andan 
Alnes^WomaiL 
Thirdly^ 
Itisoiir  Ai^thatweowe  toGodtoknow  andtakeno- 
tioeef  God  stheauthor  of  attour  good. 

7Am7  ih»airiMf,thtt  implyeth  they  oqgfat  to  have  knowne. 

ThisiaaJfeee^ttdKityofthatworflupwe  oweto  God  :  itis 
tho  ebdof  Gods  «oinrimmcttion  of  all  good  Qntoiaa,tliat  he  may 
lM^e«Aivt{^iy  from  hisrationaU  oeatart  as  well  ispafltve 

gaay,  andthene  IsnocrettnteeUein  allthewodd  thatGod 
ith  isade  eapiUc  of  komitiiig  anything  of  cho  fitftcaaiebbt 
oMiy  H^  mionaU<i«mve,  chaieibre  it  is  the  eaoeUoiicfof 
fitththatthey^doeiiotMelyenjoythcgoodrimtdicyhave^  bdt 
theyareafaletorileiiftothtfhttheftaod  isft  oaofis  of  aU  their 
good:  Theft  is  agre^tdcaleoteicoellmcy  in  this.  It  is  obfer- 
vcdoftlMes ,  telMtat  evetyptelii^corne  they  takein  their  bill 
they  caft  their  eyesupwnd;  and  intheCantidesyooflttU&idc 
AeeyctoiFttoaiwdf  iffecdkd2>w^^<^^^  beoaufetheylooke 
ftttttck«p«»l«iveott^ev€rygDodtheyioceive:  Thqr 

•    Aaaa  have 

I     III    ■   ■■iiiii^pii    ill        I ■■  ■  ■■  V  *  r^ 
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have  not  dogs  eytSf  the  men  of  the  world  have  dogs  eyes « 
dogs  you  icno  w  looke  up  to  their  Mafters  for  a  bone ,  and  when 
'tb^have  it  they  prefently  looke downe to che ground;  fo  the 
men  of  the  worlds  they  wUI  pray  to  God  when  diey  want,  but 
when  they  en  jov  what  they  would  hav^j  they  looke  no  more 
up  ward  but  aU  downeward . 

'  This  taking  notice  of  God  to  be  the  Author  of  all  our  good, 
andtogivehimpraife,  is  all  the  rent  we.  pay  to  Godforwhat 
we  enjoy,  therefore  it  is  fit  we  (hould  doe  that ;  and  if  we  doe 
any  thii^  for  God,  be  fure  God  takes  notice  of  that  to  the  utter- 
mod,  yeathot^hit  be  himfcUe  that  enableth  us  to  doe  it ,  ye« 
though  it  bebutalittle  good  mii^led  with  agreat  dealeof  eviU, 
God  takes  notice  of  it,  and  will  reward  it,(urdy.  then  we  (hould 
take  notice  of  the  good  that  he  giveth  out  to  us. 

This  fweetneth  ourcomtoits  .to  fee  tha^they  all  come  hoaa 
God,  and  for  that  obfervc  the  di&rence  bet  wcene  the  exprefli- 
pnofy4r^^/bleflingtand£/4iir/blefl[ing;,when  Ifiuic  ckWOkt  to 
blefleitfcff^,  heexpreflethhimfelfethus,  GcH.ty.2S*  God  five 
thee  of  the  dew  of  heaven,  dndof  the fa^tefe  of ehe  earthy  mtdflemtj 
ofcomeandwiney&c.  Now  whenhccommeth  toUelfe  Efd»^ 
marke  his  expreflion  then,  ver fe  3  9 .  Thj  dmettiHaJbaU  he  thefat^ 
nejfe  of  the  earth,  andofthe  dere  of  heaven  from  Aove^hwt  he  ne- 
ver mentioueth  God  in  that ;  It  is  not  Mffu^  Ueffing  ^  God  give 
theeofthedewifheavenyaiulofthefatnej^e.rftbee4rthythoai^  it 
is  true  .(/iMc  meant fo^  butvcthedothnotjncntioQthenanieof 
Godfo  in  Efatte  asao  Jaeofs  blefltng.  Cettaiolv  my  brttbrau 
the  feed  of  Jacoh  count  their  blefling  to  be  a  double,  t  treble 
bleffing ,  that  they  can  fee  Cod,  in  it :  carnall  hearts  doe  lyie 
muck  regard  God  I  if  they  can  have  whatthey  would  have,  iiF 
they  canhavetheir  flefh  Utijificd  in  what  they  d^fire,  from  whpt 
banidtt  commeth  thaithey  doe  not  much  care;  bat  a  gracious 
heart,  a  child  of  y^ra^,  rejbyceth  more  in  theAaqd  frp^b  whence 
it  com»eth,xhen  in  any  good  he  can  poffibly  enjoy. 

VovathiyyThejfdidnotkfow, 

God  doth ti  greatdeale  olgoodf  n  the  worldihat  is  litUe  taken 
Mticeof^  or  laid  to  heart.  :.    ^i     .      .  -M;  .. 

Maeyxd^Gcids  difpeDftitions.lire  iAvil^lPj .  tlie  Aqg^s  JB^ks^  <;• 

are  de&ribed.  vfith. their  hands  ttnder  their  wings.     God 

•  doth 
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doth  great  things  fometunelh  iati&hVjy  t^  he  cannot  bt  fcene:; 
And  when  he  doth  great  things  th«t  wee  might  fee,  yet  throi^h 
our  negkft,  ftupidity,  and  diofiiRefle  of  our  htartSj  ive  doe  not 
fee  them. 

The  moft  oUeTvix^  eye  that  is  in  the  world  ^  that  take$ 

the  exafteft  notice  or  Gods  ourcy  ,  and  hath  the  g^cateft 

skill  to  iet  forth  the  riches  of  Gods  goodnefle  to  himfdfe  and  I 

others  9  yet  alas  it  is  but  veiy  little  that  he  takes  notice  of»  no  I 

not  of  that  he  might  doe.  It  is  with  the  quickeft^hted  Chri- 

ftiaiis  as  with  a  skilhsll  Mathematician,  a  skilfuU Mathcma* 

dcian  takes  notice  of  and  undetftands  man)r.parts  of  tl^e  WQild  \ 

and  is  able  to  fet  out  the  feverall  parts  diftioAly  to,y@u  in  fuicb 

a  €limate,  in  fiich  a  Countrey^^    but  yet  wkn  hee  hath 

done  all ,  he  leaveth  a  great  fpace  for  a  TirrMimc^gmtaJot  an 

iinkiiownewoifd^*  ancfthat  unknowne  world  for  ought  wee 

know  may  be  five  times  bieger  then  the  knowne  w^v^d  ;  So 

they  that  have  the  moft  oM^nt  eye  of  Gods  mercies^  and 

take  the  moft  notice  of  them^r  that  can  beft  fet  out  the  mercies 

ke  beftow^hj  fpirituall  mercies  ^  temporall  mercies],  pre- 

vehtii^  mercies,   paft  mercies,,  pttfent  mercies^  delivering 

0icsxiesj&c.  yet  whenthey  have  done  all,  they  mufl:  leave  a 

great  fi»ace  for  theT'^imiVwr^rifir^^foFthe  unknowne  mercies 

ofGod. 

Thetrathis^thoie  mercies  of  God  that  are  obvious  to  our  jenow- 
Itfdge  every  day,  one  wculd  think  they  were  enoi^h  to  melt  our 
facirts^  to  breake  them  in!piec€S  •-  but  befidesthm  mercies  wee 
takenoticeof,  there  are  thoufands  and  tboufands  of  mercies 
thutwekoownbtof.  As  we  datly  commit  many  (ins  thatwe 
knownotof^fodailywerecciveman^  mercies  that  wee  know 
not  of likewiiE^ ;  AndaaiiHsur  confeflion  of  fins,  wefl>puld  pray 
toGod  firftto|Brdont9iiriiQfewekno[W,imd  fbtplna^ 
in  partlcid^r ;  and  w1iei>.  Kre  have  dooe ^  then,  hotd  fqfffw  us 
our  unknowne^,  ourfecrctrfins^  Soinour.thank^ivings  firft 
blefleGpiforthcmefGiedbcforetaSj  ttkl  when  we  havc-dme, 
{.ord  blfiftdbe  thy  miQteiCaf  alLthy  uoknev^ne^merdes  t^I 
biiVf Mtletakes!ihQfticix]^%^:  1.  :  :iu  :.  <.  jj... 

.  '.WirfooaegroW  edd^^ad  ifwfi^'ffioismA  mnttk^ 
CIO  iHijti^e  Qfmit^^i^  wM^t.wfc  kiw^,'Qor  wtetwedoeis^myt 
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p^-  «f  mem  heuts ,  it »  GcMb  prert^tive  above  luscre*i- 
.  me9t  todoetH^  tttuMfe^  for  bit  owoc  ^Vfp  and  yet 
'  he  doth  much  good  in  the  worid  that  none  knows  of;  wee  an 
b(Niildfoden;f  owfdve9iawfaat/wedoe>flot  Bpf&dcwr  owne 
^oty }  The  moft  esodlentpecce  JRtbe  oiaft  oceUentcf  oa 
wotkevwourftl&denMiUdtIt;  wbjrflMiddwenvt  thendoeiiU 
(hegoodweomcheerefcdlf^thoii^ttbenotknafwne?  wet 
AKxad  dMMod  one  of  love  to  soodstelkkSsik,  and  if  wee 
wootd  dee  10  we  (hoiiM  be  inoonraecd  in  defi^gMdr  Axxedf . 

Fiftly,  and  wbichcoaBtctii  jrct  moi e  fkUy  up  to  the  w«idi^ 
Titty  J$ii$t$  k]»9WyfH^ 

'  InGoksaccooiKndBkiww  no  mote  tfaen  tiMy  kwt»hcatt 
tndfflaleegiwdiifeor. 

TheSclto«iesdifttnBu{hofwmtofkiiew<ec^,  d«»i«Jir#> 
fiitmU^milgiurmUi  NefeietKeitxifadkxlangin  wtfncMt 
iMandt»kn»Wyitisnatoiirfiiinenott*kaDwtheai;  batyjm* 
^M«»itoffiicbthii)gsatwearc  boaadtokiiDW.  aodthatlMM. 

riee  i«tw«feld{Hiere  icanNmw»»^ikigiiorance,ieti]ttake  wlHt 
Mines  wecan,  wecan  never,  know  all  that  weace  faomlM 
knows  <*iti>crei<<n«j^^</ignonnce^  wfccnwteiWooc 
know,  beeanTe  oqtof  eatetelnefle  we  doe  not  auade  what  isbe* 
fore  us,  aad  when  we  have  minded  itfo  farreastoconcuvejt, 
yetifwehqritnottolMactatweoi^rftttlinGfAifl  accm 
wekaewitnot,  itwedigeft  ootwhitwekoowintopnftUe, 
Gudacccpiethicnar.  As  God  i&fiDdiioc  to  know  wten  hit 
dddinot approve,  i^MNr;wmr,  fiithrhe,  ibwhen  aayoMn 
hathatrarhinnotjonanditdothnatget  intotlsfaeait,  whenit 
JSfmiCifiibnieedtheil,  God locooats  that  that tnaakno wet  it 
Mti  Thcr«tneyoakav«inScriptareiiDkaDenBeffieoas«b 
Sj^uktmity  it  t9«ftnuigeexpM0»n«  kA^mntobea  tMtn^ 
diftton,  fiidi«thfngasweuU«6utt.*  'ntitwkUmin  But 
itisnoc<oheiei  bccnfe  God  aocooms  tkofe  tine  ksvenev<r 
ibmiich knowledge,  yccifiedoe  notAnAific  tfarhcanftas  to 
»v«fciMthffc|U)rf ,  they  aepbUnde,  bUnde  asa  B«ecie  j  The 
knpwl«^efthe  Saints  is  another  ltibd0«f'tawiwl«d»e>  tken 

nyotyottPhiU^tat  iMve,  batwietrffi  »UkdbphHBiiio« 
-'     -    -  •     • deeds. 
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4t§dM;m€4orMifakepmttbin^  taiwtiogKtttiiiogsJo 
oarlitts. 

I  TiMf/u(  p.  Yon  bvrean  eseeBtnt  espreflipo  fbir  tii$$jHfm'0 
tmgktif  GUuip'wmiemwtbiri  whatfoUowcU)?  Andn^Ufd 
fij4m49yTiMi$9fi€9ideDottlm  fm  aretli^t  cf  God  wteo  k 
ptcvaylcth  with  your  heuMiwhrn  k  mijr  be  (Mf  mJMfppm 
U :  Who  it  tbeoe  in  the  wodd  hncifiDOwesthtt  vre&wU  love 
oBctntdmPbDtmeniKnocttugflitj^  Milow  pueaw-* 
tiM  ttmiU  k  mty  bciktdof  tjum  liiat  inil^ 

Thetek  nocbiag  macr  obvioMiDdtfiMitalbQAiqe^f  i  mM 
tbcntiie  ao^ion  idi%  Ddty^  tliac  fhesei3ftGo4  y^MMy  U  k 
i!V«ve  ^^  4^  lbivt$tfacHgjy<7baft^pcifaes;bntfiei  i  Ufm 

be^ilMnirt^^ 

God  and  yet  kecpes  not  his  commandcinents^  he  hatb^  liclold 
him  to  his  tectMiedathffwt  know  Godntall^wsb  this  oFCod 
bcfbeaiaftobirioiif  thit]^di6iii^^  f  oAbty  ttui 

bc>anrfyet  C^n^{viX\knomsKknmeA.^fiiA^ 

Heiicekif  wiicQ^ilbak  is^convitetBdt  you^flttll  bntsthtk 
papN^iim^taomimtwC^ihdQie,  Ind^crkoewwhatm 
iMnkedekyneiiii,  iMKim^umdedkoodtkektSK^ 
MdMajiflqrofitegfiMtijod^  loener  isneiv  wMtfnmcffctnt 
bcfei«;]Rrtiryouiatf^i<bodlufliJifiBcev  lieM^)uld%/  Ikaow 
G64«aSpirk,  thM  be  ii  kifioke  aodetmiaU;  ilm 
fime  ittbe  <t«Mfa«fll<Hi  ^tf*  the  1^ 
wwbefwtj  )Fe»icArebe.WMUhM«toM)PoiulwtC^^ 
Ike  f6nat^Mi0j,  aodoaine  imotfaow^dd  UkdyeS^  finacff . 
IfeaefiiberM  evpt^lRc^ottGmmMBg&nis^  fvytoibewtt 
ttpoivbitfichebelsikbM  Jlifiufi^tbii^  I  hsM  i^irntdmlfi^Jm 
u^  dndbawgresi  the  Mi^fij  of  Qodis ;  This  man  tbough  a  met<* 
cberianddeiibrl<ftliev€otddfqmckctf^^  of 

A  l^^^^yetheprofeflethhekne^vnctthdreicbkigs  umiU  C^tna^ 
rrl   |«iv«<bM9«)on4^  The 

f— |Hebvew»%i#«^  4fidf0f!^irtfmkktkmtktsfiaimijpt^ 
tbey  be  to  lio  purpofc:  when  men  havenodonaU  Imoiidn^^ 
ly  flitt^QiMOiiMioWA  AM  tbtliciic^  tb^lveltkelMatfiat 

hare 
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hftvbivUoikeftomacii&und  wetke  hetds,  wheat  they  4rink,wjnc 
aU  fly  eth  up  to  the  head^snd  it  makes  them  giddy^  but  if  the  wine 
went  to  the  heart,  it  would  chcare  andwanneit;  fo  all  this 
mans  knowledge  flyeth  up  to  his  head  and  makes  him  giddy, 
whereas  ifit  were  digefted  and  mt  to  the  haatt^t  would  warme 
and  refre(h>yea  it  would  fanftify  the  heart* 

The  Text  faith  of  £/i^i.fonnes,  i  Sam.  i,  1 2.  that  $h0j  kpm  n§t 
the  Lord*  they  were PruftsofGedy^tt  they  were  finmes  ef  Beli^ 
ii/,  and  ib*^^^^  ^^  ^^^  £«  not  ofiended  at  great  Schollars 
Mf4io  haveskill  in  the  CQngiie«»Arts  and  Sciences, do  not  you  fay 
thefe  men  that  ate  liichgt^it  and  knowlng^men,  would  iheyd^ 
thus  and  thos^if  things  werefo  as  you  fpc9ike;theyare  not  know? 
ii^  men,God  £uth  thit  Elks  ibnoes  did  not  know  the  Lord,.die 
things  of  God  are  hid  from  them,  Itlurnkf  thee  O  Fatbtr  herd  ef 
heaven  andesrth^bat  then  hsfi  hidtbefitUrngs  frem  the  wife  mid 
fr$§dmty&€. 

Sixthly,  TbeydidMetkftewtbatJgsvetbem^C^. 

Al&fted  ignorance commiog  theroiigh  diftemperof  heart  is 
no  excufe>but  Mther  jui  ^ravatioo. 

It  is  ahigh  d»ee  ofjupatitude  not  t#  prize  Gods  aier- 
cyt  but  not  to  takt  notice  of  Gods  mercies,  ^  what  m  high 
ingratitude  is  this  1  that  which  (hall  be  part  of  Godschaife 
againft  (inners  can  be  no  excufe'of  their  &n^^it  is  a  pact  of  Gods 
charge  that  they  did  not  know,therefore  their  ignorance  canno( 
be  their  excufe.  GodthteatncthtDcut^MX^le.ofl^  tohavcno 
mercf  uponthiemforwantofkDOWiBgsswdla^&r  notdoiog, 
Thej  dreapeeple  efna  tmderfiitfidiftg,  therrferehe.thaemddi  them, 
win  have  ne  mercy  mpen  them,  smdkeetbM  ferme^themmM  fiete 
them  nefdvettr.lfky  zj.i  uAmhe/ei$xix  this  expreffion,  Tho» 
doeft finne  greatly/ if  thoo  doefl:  ooo^nme  the  riches  of  God| 
long  fttflferingyVbttt  thon  fioneft  moft  of  all  if  thou  doeft  ne( 
knowit.  /.  ;        *, 

Fro(n  the  Word  C/«^3  *'  depending  vnpon  tiic5«  ^^«  (^  ^0 
it  doth,)  The  obfifrvittkin  is, 

.Thef»ttaldngsotice«idjconfidervig<)('.G^  fl^^cs,  ^a^ 
Uying,thtid;ii6hw4isihkiUufe^£vj^  WdlAumefiiUe^JR 

«iena.-liVeik  -  \  :"  ••.':»•     •:,•-'■  !3 

:lhaxtoKihiydU/bmittfM(j^  thcteforetb^y  V^  sfier  their 

lev^i 
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/(^^/,>ccau&  thiey  J?^»«P  kf^i  theqtifie  of tlmpft  all  theevill 
in  ch^.werlii  it  |s  fsom.hencc^T^jr  itA^J^  k»m^$kt  name  will  tttifi 
in  thee ^  (hoie  who  know  the  L«rdwiUfctre  him  wd  Ills  go^ 
ncfle. 

£/4;  1.4,  AhfiufHamien,  faich  God :  G^d  fetcfaeth  t  figh 
under  the  barthea  pf /t,  1ms  fpirit  is  laden  ancl  ti;9Hbled  with  it, 
jl^fffifUfeepUy^c.  .What  was ihei^Ct?  The  Oxekfeweth 
his nmer^sndthe 'A^e kkmsftmrs crib\int IffM  d$$h  netkgevf^ 
mj  feefle  de$h  net  tenfider\  thcy  were  more  ftapid  thcnthc 
brDte  creaturcf.  Oh  (ipfuU  ftulcj  this  is  the  cauft  ot  all  thv 
inordkiai^w^ag^  efallthv  prctiuMpdlc,  ofalltheungoc- 
lindTe  in  thy  wayes,  becauie  thou  doft  nptknoWi  thou  doft 
not  confidoTj  thou  ddl  not  lay  to  heart  the  waies.of  God  to- 
wards thee-  ,      '-  < 

ler.%^%  nGpddtogcthhjf  people  that  they  yfeng^nefiorfrem 
hm,  wiv^fijK  rbatthejr  hadnMd^  hit  heritage  m  dhenUnnti^ 
em.  Whatisther^liopthkis^iyen  It  is  in  the 

6.ver.  They  did  fM/ky,  iVhere  ii  the  Loritbex  bremght  m  i$f  ent 
eftheUndefEgfp  f  f^c.  Thqr  did  not  take  nouce  oi  what 
die  lard  had  dpqe  tor  tha)»  theirfore  tbej  were  genef^r  frem 
Mimy^e^ll(thx^\^eA!k}^  whttiSod  hath 

Godasthoadoft^Forthefededudiontareeafie  and  obvious  to 
any  trom  fiich  a  principle* 

x«.|i#iceii(0«iBK^Q'eqwty  requires  Uviqgto  Gpd»  feeing 
^Wttf^byaadiigpnGpi^; ,; 

'   %.  ^mipoRing^ty  calls  for  recpHtingfo^d  with  g 
the  f^ibl^cans  and  He^hens  wiU  dee  g^  to  thoie  that  ^o  good 
mth|(ni*2       -^. ,     .    .       \  ' 

J.  If  aUbefromGodytbffl  allftillclepe 

4*  Ijpw  mpch  gopd  is  tiup:e  in  God  imqiMWhcDce^all  t)u8 
good  and  qicrcy  coin^s'i  yrbenGod  ftn&ih4)v;^p9thcr  day  to 
men  and  Angd[shfp>v>ewwthefoanu^  c^f  aUgp^  i  jt  will' 
confound  thofe  who  have  not  kia  it  to  hei|rt*     : 

S*  SheMnetknmtbntlgweberceime^4iniwim^Mndejley 

Mnimnltifljedhfrfilver^kvgelJL   \.,  ;       ^ 
.  God  is  more  boi|9Mfi4l.tp  his  pnople  :i^n  the  Idolsj 
canbe*  -    .      ,,\  .  ».;  ' •  .^       •  \ 
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SLn]E)^^(ik:^^f^ 


^^''VSf^PJikshy^f^x^ti^6iXt^  girvjfc^»itt but tlicircfr^4 
^etwdttr\)tfnif»^,ani&yiry&t^}^^  God'g With  them  f^in0^ 
anifilvery  a»dg^ld.  'God  gives  better  |wiy  a  great  deale  then  the 
devill  doth;  yet  the  devillufually  hath  more  fervants  to  follow 
himAen^odhatfh,  though  hit  wages  be  leife  and  Woffe.  It  is 
HfvAll%t'ttkfrf6gtf'fottl<«^  by-givinfetlbem 

more  |Ay  f  TMsls^he  iJiray  GAdtakft, Vpftf«h^  great deaSe 
better  piy'ttDi  thofe  that  will  fbllow  hiifn^  then  they  hate thtt 
follb  w  the  deviU^yetGod  can  get  few  to  teflcJWhiftl.Tfcfe  ftcWs 
the  Viicfrteflb  of  mahs  heart  i^irtft  God. 
-  ^;  She  iUA mt  l^wib^l  gMV0'he9^^^c.^:fi^hi€k  Jbt  frtfor^d 
ferSaal.  '      '  *        "     '  .  y      '•"  '.'- 

When  men  get  abundance,  then  they  foof^^gr6w  wanton. 

When  I  gave  tnem  corne,and  wme,  and  oyle,and  multiplved 
their  (ilver  and  their  gold^tl!Hen  they  f^wed  Mai.  Tlif  i^  the 
reafon  of  fo  tetany  rolemne  charge  of  God  ^  Tb^*'  hsUi^m  ftii^ 
artfifti  ihaf  th^u  defi  nn  theHf&rg&t  the  IatA  lAi  ^th#f 't liat  «t 
neereftthefonnearethebkdteft,  fothofcto  Whom  God  i«rfe^- 
reft  in  regard  of  oatward  mtrciesi  are  many  ttwes  ldaeker4h«n 
others.  It  IS  obfervedytkattteft  tter  mens-  bodies^Ci  fhte^ldfe 
blood  and  thefcwerfpirkstttfhave^-  4otlW4ffc*«fci»€flS^ 
•arcmanjrrtinies tie4e<fe'f^inttli^ ,haV8  ttt ^ai^ytMh^te  fe 
good  5  ^God  hatfijdfc  Tpirit  Jfrom  Ul*m  \  -fiflfe  ftath  iktich 
more.  .    .  .     •»*  >'-»t  ';r'0  -    ^    \  -r 

Wereadc  of  tfiefanrie  mcltirig  fhc  »M*n^ 
but  the  (ame  Manna  was  able  to  beare^t^fif^ilbiiAny  ^ibi^ 
fieartisable  tii)'ftAre/affl»ioi/*id  the-aftiateH^dtW  rfod, 
'prefakTtfa  ^M  ikttich'igoed  v«s^Mamni-^^>^^ 
eaten. by  fire,  but  profperity  melteth them,  makes  the»  nfc^- 
l<j(re.  'Manyme*!  wfitrithey  ww^foqreanA'te  a  tow  oonditi- 
oti,ye?c  vtfy'u(a%ai -^^  w*^ntheyi^d*h}g^fflid^^^^^  they 
arebfvdylHfle'iiftfliPfWtilkbWhCTe^  •' 

great  dlate,to  the  SJ^IWneJn' t  heiWr  •'Br  as  tTHj^^ene-gr©;^ 
big,ffie-bod/§iWi^al^: 'fo;n^  cfta^es  gro^vbi^i?Fi 

thc^  grow  k^e  nfehwJ'tiwj^^ 

fctrnil 


'■^iMiiAod^-MiAilfms^^ 


I 


prpfp^rity  he  retained  his  ancyent  piety :  it  is  »^W  *are  thing  ta 

'•     ._._ ....^'/'-  fee 
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God  ^vcjr  tJwSn. ..      :  '  ,-  ^.'-  ^;  :,...'/..'!  v.:^/ 

Thot^b  Jk  <fa»th  n^;  give  tluim  fisb  tMt  cod ,  yet  thdSs  omU 

-ttircs utWit:  ibqit.)^.W  AcbiM^cndtrc  gifvcn  rf  God. ;  If 

tfaaubceft«dnttdw<^thttwincor£l]riiikc  thttthottdoaft&cri^  . 

ficetothttlttft  ofcfainCiwhogiMtKtt  thee?  Isitnut.  Qtod^l  Ukux 

kcEk  oftky  <flairc  ts  ttccrly  tJuir  it  m^kiie  but«  fcwdl  forcfay 
lufti,  wli0gtv€tke ibis  thy  cfttte  Ms  it tiot  Ood  ?  Godgivctk 
thee  clothes  «nd  tbou  facrificcft  them  ta  thy  pride,  thou  haft 
flBOK  money  theaothers^  tndibcaDft  vent  thy  ouliceinord'then 
otluniitom  wJieim  hirfl  tbeithis  ?  Thra^htft  moce 
bbdf  riiaiidtkers  tnd^hod  ventcft  ilimmd^maitlk^wbintmM 
thbii.  thf s  ? :  tm&lcr  tiit$»  andlct this  medibRrioo pr<t«vteVfth 
tiune  JMSsrttDi3»putfaedn  thy  iinfiditiy^  letit  hefeoonded  with 
the'ittfast;  yiZ|V       '•*•.-.•.    ^  ..  •  .]   ':..   '* 

'  >  1  iOidtitiJi  a  lmofthbiriUb>iliolKdi^ 
tittid^  fdriAByrmo  tdrtxtK  GodscvctttiffGMhdibiiftviefil'tf' 
gaffift<70Jd.';.  •  '.J  .    ■ 

^rMr  nS'af.afldthaTe  they:piepflicd«h«^/0r  BdaIFQoifp&&i 
q^«S3ef«Jav>hikto        astf  Qodi<h0iitdfiy),lic^ili$[^ 

thcy.dmoddiigfauiibfaiit  dlBgaiiift  me>^  ^oHfice  dl%o  ir^Wv^ 

AsMrhBpd]m&y6^yiBRlbitfciDQen  kmd  to1^iri^fy«tirfM«dd^ 

and  kflvc  isdUniiheciiiiahd  fliti^'theili^4S4^eb£)to  layithey  h^i^ 

iteir^jifltiwnbfitytndaM^ 

thefe  men  (hould  turne  your  chtnbits^Tiaiitt  it|iiv»Ml«i^ 

got  by  you,  they  fliould  ufeit  to  doyoi^«&ifthh6ffe;^i(^idd^u 

iMsMft  iof]ioiii;^ntiglbfiM  tiidi£^ndciy  cbijoyMHvlrtih  you 

ofTuch  an  example,  that  I  (hould  do  fo  much  for  (iich,  aiid^^ftbf 

Iycw ;£sknA3i)  idodi  dolii>fi>  ief^^.rb^  ^AH^Mf^yo^li- 
tatt^<dnfdaitt..^3^is::as^if.^i 
"io  Bbb  a  .,.     ,     an' 


4v73 


Otfcr. 


An  evil 
thing  CO 
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tn  Arrowe  ,  whofe  fcatbets  ume  out  of '  6er*  ownc  bcnly ^ 
wee  lAf^oU'Cven  pity  a  bud  ki  dMt  cafe.  Ma&y  men 
make  no  other  uTe  of  their  eftatft  but  to  tume  thetta  agnnft 
God.;  tkey.  treinot  as  the  flothftiit  ferviM  that  Ud  histsdent 
in  the  ntpkinjiflt  were  but  fb  it  were  not  fo  mudi^t  they  bke 
their  talents  and  iniplof  them  a^inft  G6d;  Would  it  not  go 
to  your  heart  if  one  (hooid  fiie  you  in  Uweyand  beare  the  chacgts 
ottbefiiitoutof  yourowndObfite^We  ufetocotnplatnelucha 
man  fiieth  me»  and  it  is  my  ownmon^tbathegq^hcolaw 
with;  So  thou  gaeftagaiii&God,  atid  heis  fayne  asit  were  td 
beare  all  the  d»rge$:  Is  it  not  agaiAftthe  light  df  narbre?  the 
very  heathens,  tbc  puUicanes  and  finners  will  do  ^ood  to  thofe 
that  do  good  to  them :  Thuu  art  worfe  then  a  pd^itcane  and  fin- 
ner^wiit  thou  doe  hurt  to  God  that  doch  thee  good>  \yhen  Iwlim 
CiA^  faw  BrMtm  come  to  igiveium  a  ftab  in  the  Senate  hoofe* 
hecryed  out,  Wkmihmmj  /assr,  iwik  thou  doit  ?  But  fitppofe 
that  JtfiimCdfiir  had  given  him  the  dagger  with  which  he  dab- 
bed hlm»  then  oh^tiou  my  fehne,whtt  ftabme  with  that  di^er 
I  gave  thee  ?  If  when  l^nathun  gave  Dwid  his  fwwd  and  bow> 
Ui^  mouUharitunird  hgUIift^i#Mt^^  killed,  him 
wi^h.hiitiWQ  fawrd^ajid  bow^  t^vinuU  not  theainkbdnefle^ 
or  rather  the  abominable  wickedneflc  have  pierced.  deei>eriiw 
to  ho  hctetf  rt^eb  aiqr  fwords  or  arrowes  potfibly  could  ? 
li^iyourcao.^nde  '^.  cteature  that*  is.  not^Gx)  i^s  ti» 
ta^^  IgwCfc  it«  jwithaU,  yon  ^.  doeiit,  bbiif  att  nm 
]|ai«;ialrtwMtMratiiiflifilrt^ 

r«criiH:eit;to'£if4/c  C/ntaidly  Godgivethatibk-otUsrcnda^'to 

,  j^^ cr^i^it^  Gods  «tid)s:  is  lan  evill  thiag  ;i\yhe»  Gpd  aym^ 

'  aji  at  fucb  a  thing^oomogt  to.  joyirieinthGodinUr&iaeend 

i|e«jin!!^  atJaapttilibiMiSQiCttttbaiaieaf  f^ 

4^4slMnr4t^wk4icdmsff<;iDde^      .( .;•  x  hijorfi  .0 .  .   H: 

:,XhcyfaQri(k»dJii^^,^v    -  *  ;  'i\.'  y    -  - 

Wh^npncc  fMpcrfl;itiM  and  Idofattry  hath  eot  jnto  apfami 

tbqughth^rp  be  WAch  dMt  i^ainflrit,  yetitist^ot  ea&aogcf 

.Ifis&<^JhfA^fi.4i|ftGafUoch.lb  ofi^ccmpkcne  otSoMJ^ 
yet  ypufli^li^ide  iQ,^;^..  ^I think  that isch«  fitftpfaceiti$ 
mentionfcd  thaf  tbeyfctved  4rW)  ^butit  appeared  cfcaathejr  fill 

^  ^  ^        . '  _        ^    off 


the  Prophefit  cfHos  s  a. 


oflFfotii  BmI^  yet  they  fell  to  him  againe,  for  in  l^fd^.i^i  3 .  ^- 
tirGiJii9nsJka$h  k  cmnt  to  fap  that  rbe  children  eflfrael  turned 
Mgdinedndwentd  whering  after  BasKm^  and  made  BodUberith 
their ged;  It  fpcakes  as  if  it  wrtea  new  thing  nowthat  they 
fhould  fall  to  woriliip  Baal  after  they  had  left  worftiipping 
him  ;j1fier  hie  death.  And  i  Sm^.j.^.  The  children  rfjfrael 
did  fine  4wajf  Baalim;  yet  if  you  rtade  chaf,  10.12.  they  fall  a 
confefling  that  they  had  finned ,  becapfe  they  had  ferfaken  the 
Lordandferved  Baalim ;  though  they  had  put  him  away  before, 
yet  he  had  got  up  againe;  So  in  that  place  brfore  named,  1  King. 
16.  there  Ahab  vJQ^J^fifirve  Baal^  it  is  brought  in  there  as  a  new 
things  as  a  novelty,  becaufe  Baal  had  beene  fo  much  fuppreflcd, 
2  Ki/^.xo.  you  findc  that  lehu  fought  to  dtfiroj  Baal aniaihis 
Prieftfy  but  yet  Baal  was  not  fo  got  out  for  all  this,  but  he  got  in 
agtine,  for  in  2  Kings  i$\4:  the  text  Hitth,  that  lojiah  who  was 
long  t^er  that  time,  caufed  the  ve^els  that  were  wtadeferBaalto 
betakgnopf^andlmrni.     »    . 

This  IS  of  marveilous  ufe,  and  feafontble  for  our  times.  iFfu- 
perftitiot)  beoppofed,though  it  be  ctft  out  as  we  thinkein  a  great 
depree,  yet  if  there  bei^ot  athofxt^h  KefcMrmation  >  itwJU 
wmde  in  one  way  or  other  againei  If  we  thinke  it  enough 
to  cut  things  (bort  9-  sind  to  .take  away  theirflrengch  ,  and 
their -ehorinities,  wee  xieCeivfc  cbr  felyes  j  if  there  be  no- 
4lh^  doiie  but  ib ,  they  will  grow  up  againe ;  it  is  but  cut* 
tiwewwieds  ^  Kittle  j  if.brafadk  aiid  ropte  be  not  taken  an 
wi^>^ tb<^ twill upagaino;i^^/wiU put  up  iHshe^done  way 
©ro^her^l .  /     -.■    :  ' 

I  remember  C/«^xvriKir  a  late  Hiftorian,  yet  much  approved  g^ 
brineeth  in  one  that  gayetktsooanfcll  concerning  Romie ,  be- 
dW^it  WU^iticbiaKiiiidyedwai^  (aithhie^,  there  ^no 

Waytc^'&w  Hwsiefcbmr \y^ye&VL  but  to  cui  downe  the.  woods 
wherein  thefe  Wolves  breed  and  live,  for  othcrwifc  they  might 
'  kill  and  Idil/  but  they  would  breed  againe.  So.  fometime  when 
ch^drens  heads  arc  ovtrmnne  with. vctmiae*  the  way  todcftroy 
th^vermine  i^  to  (have  the  baire  quite  o^;  $0  ce3^^nly>  thi&^ 
the  way  dbd^ioy  fiipedtition  ftom  atnon^  qs^  to  take  awa^ 
the  places  audrevenews  of  thpfc  men  tha^  have  peene  maintain 
Ders  and  upholders  of  fiiporftitioas  waycs  of  worihip  j  Let  us 
^         Bbb  3  '  .  by 

.      '        '  ■        Digitized  ByV^jOC 
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bycuttin^dowto^thewoodi,  wv*  (ht^yingoffth^hty^dtfixoy 

tings, 

frhicb  theyfacri^d  U  BmI, 

Liftly, 

Idolttevs  arc  rtry  libctaU  to  ttieir  Idols  ^  they  ttt  willing  to 
iacrificegold,  filver,  oomc»  witieindoyle,  tnaallto  Bsai^bvlC 
dt  that  bcfora. 


Tie  Seventh  LeBureu. 

Ho  s  £  A  i«9/ia 

Thtref^i^wiU  l^murne  smitdks^tfP^my  c^ne  imth  titmibir§0f^ 
animy  vnne  in  thefidfin  thfrerfy  amdwiU  rec^vtrw^  w^U 4Md 
my  fldxe^  ^^<*  ^^  cpver  tbHr  nakednefe^ 

Andn^w  mil  I  Sfc^ver  herltmlMefe  intbejigbt  of  her  kvefs^Sffd 
neneJhallJeHverhirompfminehdHd.  '  '       .    . .-.  . 

RNtheforaierverie,  IftnA  i$aficufed  £m!  abiifii^ 
I  herfilver  and  gold,  tec.  in  ch^  faytCQ^i^^; 

caufe  they  did  prepare  their  corBe,&c.  for  Bf^M, 
therefartlifpiBrHttJ^ni.  *       ^  '")    /  ..      -il 

^t\  Whatisthemeanit^ofn^rMtfi^     :.  ,  .;•  .1  .    Ir 

-  ^2/  What'^  fihearangofVKcrtixvie'am  iihi£aottiwf»grii4li!^ 

iherttf.  ^  '      ••'  .  '.."'/.     ■<•...' 

5.  What tfiatphrafe  imports, i  11^ rc^n^Mjtyf^^^     ,. 
For  the  ftrft  thet^efbt^,  7  Mi7r^fiKrjw,  that  iS|  I^ 

Wajrof  iii^arfmihiftrationst^^atd  theoi ,  £.  wiUg9CiQttti&af 

bacfcagaine;  IWaS'iiiaWayor  iadgQmcntt0wardthemi«(Ht 
tfey  cry6f  to  me ,  and  I  turned  into  a  way  of  xsKXcyy  bvx  I  wiU 

■---— ■^-'=^^^-— '    '    •         ■  uiyiiiiyuuyGoOglc 
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'  goc  b«ck  againc  into  a  way  of  judgement,  1  mU  retume.  Arias 
il^^;fM;fM#  hath  a  good  note  upon  the  place>  Whereas  God  bath 
heretofore  bid  them  net  to  bee  afraid  of  all  the  tokens  of  the 
Southfajrers,  that  is,  when  they  fawby  Aftrology  fome  fignes 
o(  death  that  might  follow,  they  wereafraid,  be  no^  afraid,  faith 
th«  Lord,  but  know  your  corne,  and  wine,  and  oyle  depends  on 
me,  not  on  the  fecond  caufes;  though  fecondcaufes  make  a- 
gainft,  yet  feare  not,  for  I  will  give  you  corne ,  and  wine  and 
oyle;  but  new  it  is  quite  contrary ,  though  fecond  cauf«  pro- 
m^  all  kindc  of  plenty  wbatfoever,  that  there  fli all  beabun- 
Tfelhte  of  corne,  And  win^y  and  oyle,  yet-I  will  takeaway  your 
flinty,  there  fhall  be  a  dearth  of  all  things  amongft  you. 

IimUtMl^  dwAjmj  corne  in  the  timt  thereof  7  thnt  is,  firflin 
Hie  HtRcs  bf  harveft  juft  when  their  corne  is  to  be  taken  in,  and 
Iritlwtimt' oft*cir  vintage,  I  will  then  take  it  away,  whereat 
1  nAgHt  t  Ae  it  away  irt  the  feed  ^  I  will  1«  it  gtow  till  the  har- 
Vcftiandtfienttktit  away. 

^  2.  Ifi  the  time  When  they  have  moft  need  of  it,  when  they  are 
in  the  greateft  ftraits,and  kno^^  not  what  to  doe  without  thcfe 
creatures. 

^.  In  temferefuofy  fome,  In  the  time  1  tave^fpcinted^tliovgh 
1  Ktfvelet  them  goe  on  and  enjoy  the  creatures  in  abundance,  yet 
tfej^me  ii  come  that  I  will  take  away  all. 

And  win  recovery  the  Wtord  fignifieth ,  I  will  fnatch  it  iway, 
I  will  (poyle  you  of  it;  and  it  hath  refer^ce  to  two  things. 
^*  Tirfl,  itvillrec6verltas<)Utof  the  hands  of  ufurpcrs,  yai 
iiavemy  conie,atid  wool^^  andflaxasulurp(r$,  but  I  will  re- 
cover them  out  of  your  hands,  as  a  tnan  that  hath  his  goods  ta»- 
ken  awav  from  him  ufurped ,  he  by  fomemeanes  or  other  re- 
covers his  goods  againe;  16  faith  God,  you  have  my  corne,  and 
Wine*  and  as  yoiiTiave  carried  t4je  matter,  you  are  but  ufurpers, 
1  will  fue you  for  them,  you  (hall  not  enjoy  them  lon^. 

^^tondly,  Iwi/lrecoveTy  it  hath  a  reference  to  pritbners  and 
ijohdftavesj  \ihtn  the  enemy  (hall  get  any  of  ours  into  their 
power,  tuKl  make  thdfn  bondiflaves,  a^eat^powerg^esa- 
ganlfttfceehemy,  andrecovers them  out cJ'Ws  hani»,  andjets! 
them  again;  AsA^dh^m  rccotewd  Letiknd  li\r^6i^$;jGenJ 
4d,  14.  Or  as  it  mariners^  (hotiW  get  thofe  gaijy-flaves  the 
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Turks  have  gotten  ;aiid  recover  tb^m  out  of  their  hands,  as  if  he 
(houldlay,  thefecreaturesofcorne  and  wine,  &c.  they»rcin 
bondage,  andl  will  recover  them  out  of  your  hands,  you  know 
the  creatures  groancf  under  their  bondage  while  they  are  in  the 
poflijflionof  wicked  men,  %.Rom.  my  creatures  are  in  bondgcto 
you,  and  they  cry  to  me,  andl  will  recover  them  out  of  your 
hands.  There  are  many  prcdous  and  choice  truths  to  be  pref  eot- 
to  you  out  of  the  words. 

Yix^yTherefen  ImU,  (^c.  Whence  obfcrve.  Though  God 
gives  mercy  out  of  ftee  grace  without  cauiein  our  ieives,  jet  he 
takes  not  a^ray  mercy^without  caufe,  there  is  a  ther^^e  ,fot  di- 
king away  mercy^  but  we  have  olany  mercieSgiveD  without  a 
therefore :  wjieu  God takis away  mercy  we havecaufe to loeke 
into  our  felvesto  fieAtrnX^theref^rey  but  you  m^y  jfinde  eat 
thoufaods  of  mercies  that  God  gives  to  us,aDd  yoi|  (hall  finde  r^- 
ver  a  timcfare  for  tbom*  It  is  not  fo  great  a  wonder  thm  th^ 
fand  thouiands  are  in  mifery  as  that  a;^  oaeen  joyesjiiercy/  f(Mr 
miferyhatha^^n-il/ir^  in  our  felveS)  for  mercy  thore  is  reaibn 
onelyintbebreaftofGod.       • 

Secondly,  Iwiiretttrne.  Sinnc  caufeth  God  to  change  the 
way  of  his  admtniftrations  towards  his  people.  Thouj^God  be 
in  wayes  of  mercy,  yet  finne  may  put  hhn  out  of  thofe  Wtyc% 
and  make  him  retumc^nd  go  in  a  way  of  judgment  againxnour 
;nuch  better  were  it  for  (inners  to  rettune^then  that  (inneihould 
caufe  God  toreturnc  i  Oh  (inner ,  retume  out  of  tb;  eyiU 
'  wayes,  i(  God  returne,  it  will  be  a  fad  returne.  Notloogfiicc 
Godwasinwayes  of  judgment  againft  us^  and  lately  be  hath 
come  into  \yayes  of  mercy  ,and  now  he  feemes  to  returne  agpine 
to  his  former  wayes  of  j  udgemcnt. 

7^.14.9.  JVhy  art  thn  m  a  man  afimjhedl  A  mantCioniihed 
(lands  (till ;  or  if  he  moves>it  is  up  anifdowny^s  U  hekpew  not 
which  way  to  go,  though  we  have  fuf&red  hard  things,  wecan- . 
not  yet  Tay  God  is  returned,  but  he  feemea  as  a  man  aftoniftied> 
that  knowes  not  which  way  t^  go.  Thus  God  is  pleafedof  him*- 
felf  after  the  manner  of  men^  to  fpeakc;  let  us  ciy  to  htm  tkathe 
may  not  turne  out  of  his  way  ofmqrcy,  into  thofe  fad  w^cs  of 
wrath  that  he  feems  to  be  looking  to  wards. 

1  win  tdks  ay^aj  ^J  c^rMi  4md  my  wine. 
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Abate  of  mercy  caufcth  the  Removing  of  mercy,  i  i.Zdch.ij. 
JVoi  t9  the  ItUU  fbtf  heard  that  teaveth  the  fleckf,  thefwordjlpd/l  ke 
ttpOH  hii  arme  y  a^d  uf on  hid  right  eje  ^  his  arme  fhsU  teedrjed 
up y4nd  his  right  eye  JhaH  be  utterly  darkened.  H«th  God  given 
any  a  right  htnd^any  abilities?  take  heed  God  doth  not  ftrikc 
that  right  hand,  or  right  eye,  any  quickncs  of  parts,  let  them  take 
heed  that  t hrorough  abufe  it  be  not  put  out :  how  many  Qiepherds 
when  they  were  yoting  had  many  excellent  partt,great  abilities, 
buthavingabufed  them  to  their  lufts,  God  hath  taken  them  a- 
way  I  So  in  children,  there  is  no  fijch  way  to  lofc  your  children 
as  to  abufc  them,  if  your  hearts  be  inordinately  fet  upon  them, 
God  takes  them  away. 

I  will  tell  you  of  a  fpeciall  paflage 'of  providence  concerniRg 
this,  and  I  fpeake  it  the  rather,  becaufe  I  was  an  eye  and  eare  wit- 
ncffcof  it ,  lifing  not  far  from  the  place,  A  godly  man  dcfiring 
his  friends  to  meet  toblcflcGodfOT  his  bleffings  inaplentifuU 
Harveft,  after  dinner  was  done  comes  in  a  little  child,  who  was 
indeed  a  very  lovely  child.  Oh  iaith  the  father,  I  am  aH-aid  I  fhall 
make  a  God  of  this  child;  by  and  by  the  childe  was  miflingi  .and 
prefently  they  went  to  looke  him,  and  he  was  found  fpra wling 
drowned  in  a  pond.  Confider  this  yc  parents  whq  have  your 
hearts  inordinately  fet  on  your  children. 

Again,  1  wiU  take  awaj  my  cerne^andmy  mne^andmy  wee  I, and 
myflaxe.lAtvkc,  before  they  made  them  rA«>owne,inthe  for- 
mer verfe,  they  fiiid  they  are  theirs^  now  God  challenges  them 
for  his,here  we  have,  Mj^yyMy^  repeated  on  Godsfide,  as  fre- 
quent as  before  it  was  on  theirs. 

Fourthly,  God  keepes  the  propriety  of  all  that  wee  have; ' 
though  God  gives  all,  yet  hec  keepes  the  propriety  of  all  in 
his  owne  hand :  God  hath  another  propriety  in  our  eftates, 
then  any  Prince  in  the  world,  hath.  Subjeds  have  preprie* 
ty  in  their  eftates,  andenjoy  them  with  as  true  a  right  as  their 
Soveraignes  ,  but  no  creature  hath  any  propriety  in  what 
it  hath  in  reference  to  God,this  great  Soveraigne  of  all  the  world 
holds  the  propriety  of  all  in  his  hands,  not  ondy  what  wee 
^avc  i^^bot  What  wedor,  and  what  we  ace  is  all  Gods :  yt^  fayes 
Luther y  cvfcnr  oar  thankcfgivii^  to  God  for  gifts  is  a  gift  of 
'^^  -"it  ,is  therfotem  very  v,ile  thing  to  attribute  to  pur  fel  ves  yf  hat 
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isGods^  when  God  hath  enriched  us  we  adde  this  odious  parti- 
cle,faycs  Luther ^l  hive  done  it,y6a,fayes  he,inen  do  fo  often  (ay^ 
FeciJFeci^l  have  done,  I  have  doneir^  thsxFiwttfdces^  they  art 
as  dregs  before  the  Lord ;  By  this  you  may  fee  they  are  not  your 
goods  that  you  abufe ;  it  is  a  great  argument  to  bee  bountiful! 
and  free  for  go«d  ufes,  becau(e  what  we  h;ive  is  Gods.  I  will 
give  you  a  notable  text  for  this,  i  Chr^n.i^.i^.  Far  all  things 
C9me  afthee  ,  and  0/ thine  awne  wee  have  gitfen  thee.  David 
thought  not  much  of  his  bounty  towards  the  Templcj  becaufe  all 
was  Gods. 

Therefore  1  will  take  away.  This  ^jher^ere^  hath  not  oncly  rc^ 
fdrence  to  the  abufe  of  them,  but  to  that  io  the  7.  ver.  andfieJhaU 
feUew  after  her  Uvers]bHtJbaS  not  overtake  them^^.  then  (hall 
(hefty,  IwiBgoeandretwrne  temyfirft  hnsiand,  fyrthenitwae 
better  thennow.  God  makes  tfaisto  be  a  meanesof  working  that 
frame  of  fpirit  in  them  of  returning  to  their  firft  husband.  And 
froin  hence  the  note  is. 

Fifthly^  The  taking  away  thefe  good  things  ween/oy,  is  a 
meanes  ofmakingus  returneto  God,  it  is  a  IpecitU  mcanes  of 
conviAion,  to  convince  us  of(inne»when  God  comes  with  fome 
fpeciallworkeofhisagaiaftus^  it  workcs  more  upon  us  when 
wefeefbme  reall  expreflion  of  Godc  difpleafure^  when  God 
takes  his  mercies  fromus  thed  when  we  hcare  the  threat^  now 
Ave  come  to  be  fenfible  of  onr  finnes.  Yon  that  are  tradefmen  and 
runne  intodebt,and  your  Creditors  tell  you  they  wiU  comeupon 
you^yet  you  goeon  •  till  the  3ailife  comes  into  your  /hop  and 
feizeth upon  all,  and  goes  into  your  houfe  and  takes  away  your 
bed  from  under  you^  and  all  your  goods;  when  you  fee  all  go  outj 
then  you  thinke  of  your  n^Ugencc,  and  then  the  husband  and 
wife  wring  their  hands.  So  thoiigh  God  threaten  you  for  the 
abufe  ofthecreatiire  that  hewill  take  it  away,  yetyouarenot 
f(5n(ible  of  it  till  God  indeed  takes  away  al}»  am  then  confcience 
begins  to  be  awakened  and  fly  in  your  taces. 

WhenZ>4t/Ml(awGodtakingaway  hispeople»  then&^i^^^ 
fmete  him  for  numbriogtheiti;he  was  told  of  the  cviU  of  that  ytw/ 
of  his  before  by  loab^  but  he  goes  on  in  it.  When  Sametel  pray- 
ed for  raineinr  wheat  furveft,  and  there  came  thunder  and  light* 
mng^hicnthefeoplefiaredexceedimily^  and  acknowledge^ their 
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fin  in  asking  tKtng*  Tfaofe  who  haveibuied  their  eftatesintb«(c 
times>  wkcnthe  enobir  comet,  whtt  gratings  of  coDfckoc# 
will  they  have  i  Then  thefe  thoughts  wm  ariie;Have  I  uTed  my 
eftateforCod?  havcldonethati  might  dec?  have  I  notfatis- 
Hcdmyluftswiththofe  things  God  hath  now  tak^nfcom  me? 
There  is  ufually  a  grating  of  confcicnce  for  the  abiUe  of  any 
things  when  God  tafos  it  away.  When  God  takes  away  a  wife, 
if  the  husband  htth  any  tcndermfle  cX  confcience,  his  fttlV 
thoughts  arC|  Have  I  penbrmed  the  duties  of  my  relation  to  my 
wife  as  I  ought?  have  I  not  oegltxfled  my  duty  towasds  her  ? 
and  this  cauieth  fad  thoi^ht«. 

And  when  God  taketh  away  a  diUd,  Have  I  d#ne  my  duty 
tothls^child  I  have  I  prayed  for  it,and  inftnifted  it  as  I  ought  ? 
'  A^Mtfl  9(11  taks  awfjf  Jf0ifrc0meifi  thi  time  fhertpfiandjottr 
wine  in  thefeafon  thereef.  This  preicms  this  truth  to  you, 
-  iPhsctthtt-eiiaa  uncertainty  in  ftU  things  in  the  world;Thoi;^h 
f^y  prcmfe  fairr^  yet  they  arc  ready  to  &iic  us>  when  they 
prwQife  flnofh  A  hrabandoian  that  hath  a  good  leed  time,  pro* 
tni^limuchcohimfelfey  it  comes  up  and  tfarivei^  and  yet  at 
faitfMl  jt  is  all  blafted.  Hatal^  3. 17.   Tbtmih  the  Ubeur  of 
ilke  Mve  fdile^  The  phiafc  tB^  Theughthe  Meur  of  the  elive 
ty4y  that  is/  the  olive  promifed  fsure,  it  grew  up^  and  loo- 
ked v6^fiure,l»id;  ripened)  but  k  did  lye,  that  is,  it  did  not 
ferfo«:mewlueit£remed  to  promiie,  fiMrintheti0>e  thereof  k 
i^mibed  »id  csme  to  DoOght.  I  had  certaine  information  from 
a^eterettdMiflifter,  ofaftrangc  work  of  God  this  way  j  The 
thing*wai^  Inhisownetownethere  wasa  worldling  who  h^d 
agrm^fop^ifcarae;  a  goodhoncft  neighboar  of  his  walking 
by  his  comei  ftitbhe.  Neighbour  you  have  a  very  fine  crop  c4 
eonie»  il  GodMe^  k  t  Yea,  faith  he,  I  will  have  a  good  ao|p, 
Q]rteahiijgcdiifem{m  and  before  he  could cometo  getk 

in^o  theDarae^  if  wasUmed ,  that  the  c<mie  of  the  whole  crop 
wasnot  wortfcfixpeoce^  Here  we  fee  the  uncertainty  of  the 
creature  in  thetimethettof^  whenitfeems  to  prdmife  never  fo 
firke,  when  We  are  ready  Id  take  k  int^  the  barne,  u  depends 
0iYGt>d,aawdla^wJienkis  under  the ck)d^.  Ob  the  blefted- 
jneffeolGodsft^MCSr  who  are  fore  of  their  good  for  time  to 
cornel  WeiMypromj&aus&lvcscciitaincy,  evea  for  the  future  I 
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intfaethingsof  Chrift;  but  for  outwards  they  are  never  fiirc« 
no  hot  when  men  hive  them  in  their  hands.  Mas^j  thingt  faU 
otit  beeween  thecuf  andlify  as  we  have  it  in  the  proverb. 

1  wis  take  4w ay  mj  come  in  tht  time  thereof ^  andmj  mne  in 

the feafon  thereof. 
Hence  obferve, 
God  lets  out  his  difpleafiire  many  times  to  thole  that  provoke 
him^  when  they  make  account  of  the  greateft  meitv,  when  they 
are  at  the  greateft  height  of  profpcrity,  when  afffiftion  (eems  to 
befartheft  efffirom  them,  theri  it  comes  heavicQ:  upon  them : 
When  they  think  leaft  of  it,  whenthey  drink  ail  fixre,  thcnQod 
comes  upon  them  by  his  difpleafure,  when  his  dirpleaiSire  Oiall 
be  moft  bitter  to  them  :  fbrthatisthe  ftrength  of  tfiepoint,  ^e 
Willnot  onely  take  them  away  in  thetimethcreof,bit  wicnthc 
afflidion  (hall  be  moft  grievous  tot  hem. 

That  in  the  20.  of,i^*;  t/far*  'ii.  is  a  moft  Bbtiidc  Scrip- 
ture for  this,    In  the  fulneffe  of  his  ftf^knsie  he  Jbatt  be  in 
fir  aits.  A  man  mayfeeme  to  ha  v)?/«01^i^imrohhe  creature,  and 
may  have  hisfftlnejfe  of  fufficienae,  yet  God  fidth  he  ftiall 
^         be  inflrdits  in  the  folneflfe  of  hisTutficiencie.  I  can  give  you^o^ 
JfT^  ther  admirable  work  of  providence  in  tiiif  vety  thir^ ,  wherdn 
pcH'^  you  may  fte  God  to  come  in  fore  affliction  at  fuch  a  time,  wh^ 
pC        it  is  moft  bitter :  It  came  from  that  worthy  Divinc»£^QF 
y/p^^    Ffrfion/it  was  in  the  to wne  where  he  was  borno ;.  Tl^e  jsvas  a 
-^  man  who  of  a  long  time  hadnochiltl«but  when,.Gc>d4ave  hini^ 

^r-th  one,  at  the  weaning  •fit  he  called  his  friends  and  T^igh}fems 
roin  God  torejoycewithhim  fbrthisgreilt  mercy,  and  the  nurfe  going 
lediSl^n^"  I  todandlethcduldinherarme,  and  weiring  a  knite  inhoc  bo^ 
eaft  think '  forae,the  point  of  the  khif<>«being  imward,  while  flie  was  dan- 
f  it.  xUing  of  the  child,  runs  into  the  belly  of  the  child,  at  that  ^tia)e 

when  aU  his  fricr^ls  were  aboat  kini  to  rejcyce  with  hio?. When 
mmiidnk  the  bitterneffe  of  death  tebefafi^  {ts  AiMgAid)  the 
airfeofGod  comes  on  them*  ?falq%^  jo.  Whik  the  meat  was 
in  their  moHthesthewrath  ofGodfeBMfon  them, 

I  have  read  vftofe  John  the  aa.  chat.he  ftid  h^  knew  1:^  the 

poiition  of  the  Stars  he  (hoold  live  a  long  time,  and  b^afted  that 

he  could  caft  hisnativitjr,  and  the  ftmciugli^bythefallofa 

chamber  he  had  new^y  built  for  his  iblace^he  was^^0ain« ,  Mother  I 
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extmplein  thiskinde  I  have  heard  csedifaly  reported  of  a  drun* 
ken  fellow  in  an  Inne  wa$  fwearing  mo^  dreadfully  ,  and  one 
comes  in  and  faith,  Sir^  whatityou(hoiild  dyenow?  iaithhc^ 
I  (hall  never  dye,  and  going  dgwne  the  ft  aires  when  he  went 
out  of  hiis  chamber, he  prefcntlyftrll  down©  and  broke  hisneck. 

There  is  lik^  wife  a  hiitory  ot  ow^  ^£feflr/«^  a  Roman ,  that  ri- 
ding in  triumph  in  all  his  glory,  a  tyle  fell  fromahoufein  the 
ftreet  andJtnockt  out  his  braines.  As  on  the  contrary. ,  Gods 
wayes  and  dealings  with  the  Saints  arc  fiich,  as  what  time  their 
Condition  ismoft  fad,  God  comes  in  with  mercy  to  ihem^whcn 
they  art  itt  the  mo^  dark  condition  and  gloomi(h  ^  Gods  face 
(hineson  them;  fo  when  the  wicked  are  in  the  height  of  their 
pfofperityjGod  finitesthem.  When  rA^  Irons  entredinto  hfiphs 
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fonie^  God  delivered  him.    When  the, Apoftle'  h^d  ncefved  the     i 
fii^tenCti^Jtmhin  himfilfryf^oA  comforted  him ,  %  Cvr.  1  .y/  rTPr  "^ 
When  Aira&a^vjas  Hfti^gi^  his  hand  fojlaj  IfaaCy  the  Angel   fln-vrnM 
of  tfie  Lord  ftayed  his  hand- 

3' Asiitisobfci?ifl(?d  innature,  a  littli  before  day  hreake  it  is  dar- 
ka?  tiien  befbr^e, '.fo  a  little  before:  the  happioeflfe  of  Gods  people, 
rfiere-are  fditi€(grcat  rfffidkions. :  ^reh,  14.7.  jit  the  evening  time 
itjhallbelight.  .^Z  )  ^-i:  j^  .r-    /;   ^  \      J 

ii*ify^tf4itfl?r'v^romJtWsplirafe  oiF[|recovcring2}obferye,Firft, 
wh^rt  rtikeli^abufc  m^rciesr  they  tooSfeit their  j?^ht  in  their  mer- 
cies^ tbev  come  then.to  bebut  ufurpers;  fheyarenbt  ufurpers  of 
flWrdie?^«We*e4y  fOFdfcg  ufe  ofraerdeSjbutfocthpabufeofthem; 
tfeb^  ar^  rt^Chatgedforthdir  right  toi  uf<;ihejnibu^for  their  not 
r%teurrf^khtm ;  thcfidis;  great  difference  betweeneth^  two. 
•.  It  hath  Djn  taught  by  fnany,that  all  wicked  men  have  no  right 
atalUdttfeinycrcatmei  l»it  are  to  anfwei as  ufurpers  before 
God.  Sflt^ertainty cHer^  is  a^mifUke;  It iscettaJoe  man  hath 
forfeited  ^r  bub  Gddiha^gken.>«  rtghtlaidlthiit^flttty  dQ  en- 
joy in  a  lawful  way,  a  right  by  dGlnatiDi1^^^J^eyhaye  nW  fuch 
a  right  is  the  Saint/have;aright  vt\  Ghfift  /di^dbeingin  Chrift 
we  may  chaUenge  of  Godidl  thinga  that  Haregood  fbr  \fs.  Ano- 
ther man  hath  right,  buthow?r  asamalef^i^is  condeiQnedto 
(ch^e  bv  his  offeiice>  beih^  condemood^  heehath  fpufefCediall  his 
eftatc,  knd  alltbe'b^nefit  of  afubfcA^t  Bpt  i^  thi;  Kir^  be  picked 
out  pfhis  bounty  toallow  !him  ^rotjfionfor  a^diy  or  twoitUl 
CCC  3  r-        ^^^ 
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tkot  kr  kath>  be  bxth  it  bjr  doDanion ,  zvd  i|  iS  fiacb  arigbttbac 
all  wicked  oKinbffTe;  all  wicked,  mcfi  inthewoidd  areiuidec 
the  ibktence  of  condemmtion^  lod  have  forfeited  their  ligl^, 
and  all  the  good  of  the  creature,  onelytbe  Lord  is  plcafedoot 
of  bis  bounty^  togive  fuck  and  fudi  en/oy  mentSi  th^  fiull  hive 
fiidi  ind  foch  homes^  and  fuch  and  ^ch  lands  for  a  time*  till  t h« 
day  of  execution  comes* 

Tiiis  might  daunt  the  hearts  of  wicked  men  :  vou  looke  upon 
ytur  felvesaigceacoKo^  ypuhaveyour  ihopa  toU,  you  have 
lan^  cftates^  yov  are  like  fome  msddadors  who  bavea  bettcc 
fiipper  before  execution  then  otheTS.But  ftil  your  oor  right  ufing 
may  make  you  ofarpera  before  Gdd«  You  give  your  fervant  or- 
def  tob^fiich  and  (iich  commodities,  fiippofe  your  flervnt  mcr 
away  with  your  money,  or  bellow  icon  bis  whece$,&c«  i£he 
mane  iwty,  doeyou  net  follow  faim  as  t  thiefe  i  you  truft  tim 
with  fuch  a  ftock^  to  keepe  fiich  marl^s,  now  he  hath  right  eo 
ufeyourdlate,  but  if  he  run  a  way  with  your  efiate>  anclufeit 
agamft  you,  if  you  meet  with  himagaiilei  you  w.tll4y » .  what  i 
thiefeare  youto  runai?>way  witbyour  Mtfters  eAttQ^wds^afb 
it  againft  him?  1  willrecover^  &c.  .  \ . : 

All  the  time  the  creaturelbtves  wkked  mas^  it  isio  boid^e» 
and  God  lookes  xxfon  it  with  a  k^ode  of  pitty.;  God  hatk  mMe 
allthiQgs&(rhisoWDCpraiie»  and  he  gives  thechiUreQ^fmea 
Qoany  memts,  but  itii  forhiaowdeglbtx;  bui.w&eomife 
creatupes  which  were  given  for  the  gkxyrof  God^  arc<  abofe4  tO; 
thy  luflvthecreatLi?e^fVrffiry  under  tbeevIThsu  dcbkeftwifK^b^^ 
the  creacuregroancsonder  thy  abufe;  never  aM  gaUyrflaiK^i^d 
groaiae  itiorc  undicr  the  bondage  rftlic  Tusks,  tbmtl^W  to 
thfditlnea  on  thy  table  jrmirttziiertl^abafe;/^  ;  i  * 

As?Gi^lie«idMtciy.<)fthe\vido*jartdfatherlf^^  foMt 
hearesdiegrodiie^aftbccrcatura  /       .  ; 

CoryfeMm  a  L^id^  t\As  a  Oory  that  hec  heard  of  a  factwiis 
PreMher^  &iiwit\^tbisi9»ddg€pfthscria$^0re^  brings  in  the 
I  creaaBm^eomptaiAKigthus ,  Oh  tiiat  wecoqbij&ittftKbasaffr 
g0dlyl  QbtlntMrfubft^incQandear  i}dii.^^^^i^^ 

ikfl^beii9Mti)ontodibiotfaerficihoffiniicxi^wtt         goe 
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to  bell,  Jnd  would  any  cretturc  goe  to  hell  ?  The  veiy  creatures 
(hall  be  in  hell  eternally,  when  jvicked  men  confame  them  on 
their  lufts^  being  incorporated  into  their  bodies.  Certainly,  the 
creature  one  day  will  have  a  kinde  ot  revenge  uponunfodly 
men,  and  divers  think  that  hell  will  be  a  turnir^  all  creatures 
into  a  Chaos ,  intoa  confiifion  againe  as  it  was  at  the  fkft,  and 
the  wicked  put  into  that^nd  (b  tormented  there*  there  (ha.  1  not 
bean  annihilation^but  God  (hall  take  away  all  the  beauty,  com- 
fort and  gjbry  of  tike  creature,  and  whatfoever  (hall  be  for  the 
torment  of  ungodly  men  fliall  abide,  and  (b  they  (hall  be  tor- 
mented eternally  by  the  creatures  they  dceabufe. 

As  in  fiicfa a  building  as  this  is,  there  is  lime  and  ftone,  and 
morter,  to  now  the  ait  of  man  {Hits  a  beauty  upon  them ;  but 
fnppofeidltheart  of  man  were  taken  away  from  this  buildir^ 
alt  at  i^ant,  what  wouidbecome  of  us  then  i  it  would  bury  us 
intbtmbbilhofit;  now  it  is  ufefull  and  ddightfuU,  but  if  the 
ait  yme  taken  away,  it  would  be  our  dcftniftwn.  So  the  citt- 
lores  of  God  fiave  much  ofGods  v^fdome,  power  aifid  food- 
ncfle  in  them,  which  God  fuffers  wicked  men  to  enjoy;  but  God 
will uke  away  all  his  Wifdome ,  beauty  and  goodnefle  j^  (b  tliat 
tiothiugiiatthe  confii£onand  rubbilh  of  the  creature  (hall  be 
upon  the  wicked  to  all  eternity. 

1  mirectrvirmj  W9$U  andmj pixi given  ucovtr  their  n^d^ 
iM^jpr.  Whence  obfervt, 

God  gives hisbkfliQgs  to  m,  not  for  Imtury,  but  for  neceflity^ 
I  gave  ^cm  tic  cwirj^mr  mdkf^Jfe.  Theii?teft  when  our  Sa- 
.  vioiir  tcachedi  us  to  pray,  it  is  for  daity  irtAd^  -or  bread  which  is 
for  our  iiibftatice,  To  mudi  bread  as  ferves  for  our  fiibflance ,  and 
that  but  for  a  day  neitsher*  Molt  are  abufive  in  their  dc(ires  after, 
and  ufe  of  the  Creature,  riicy  looke  at  brftvery  rather  ttea  nccef- 
iicy ;  A«X5ffriiiihathanexpoe(fion,  It  isno^the  heat  of  their 
cloathes,  ncncaUry  but  rt/ar,  thecolout  is  rather  regarded  by 
many,  God  looks  now  efpecially  that  welhould  cot  ofFour  fu- 
peffluitieSy  wfcen  our  brethren  want  mced&ries. 

Ticsver^oHtndi^dftejpf.  Itfeemesthatournakedneffc  need's 
a  cover.  ^gia/tFMfm  hath  made  nakedoefle  (luimfuU.  Hen^ 
therefore oorboditsar^called  viUMies;  thfefebodies that  wee 
-ka&f  (b  much  t^pamper  and  adorne,  they  ztticdiri  tf^OeMffi, 
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as  the  Apoftle  fp  oikts,  PhiL  3.21.  yea,  of  that  vUen^Jfevrith  an 
article,  or. of  the  viUneffe ;  to  be  proud  of  oar  cloathcs  that  cover 
our  fliamc ,  that  cover  our  nakednefle  is  an  unreafoilable  thing. 
Would  you  hare  your  GodiVs  adorned?  labour  for  godlinc{fc»and 
then  you  (hall  have  bodies  like  the  glorious"  body  ot  Jb  sus 
Christ;  you  may  havebodies  that  (hall  not  need  a  coveting. 

Laftly,  when  abundanc'e  is  abufed,  it  isjuft  with  God  that 
wccfhouldwant  ncccflkries,  IwiHtakeawai  their  corne^^c. 
how  many  are  there  who  iiavelaviflied  out  their  eftates,  upon 
whom  you  may  fee  Gods  judgement  fo  grieyous,  that  they 
^vant  a  piece  ofbread ;  now  you  often  tell  your  lavifli  walling 
fcrvants,  thw  will  be  glad  of  a  cruft  before  they  dy^ ;  It  proves 
true ohenofMafters and Miftrefles alio,  who  oiitofpridle  and 
delicacy  of  fpirit,  will  be  fo  fine  and  brave  above  their  ranks  » 
that  God  doth  blaft  them  that  they  have  not  to  cover  theic  na- 
kedndfe.  Thofeinthethirdof  i[/4.  who  had  that  f^rmiM^W 
brave  uttire  ^  are  threatned  vyithbaldnejfe^  and  grkuling  with 
fackfUth^  verfe  24.  and  fuch  as  come  to  mifery  by  their  wafUng 
fuperfluity  have  none  to  pitty  them. 

I  have  read  oiAlf^fm  a  Kingof  Spaine,  who  when  a  Knight 
falling  into  want  and  being  arretted  tor  debt,  tliere  was  a  petiti- 
on to  the  King  to  fuccour  him>  I  faith  the  King*,  if  hehaci  fpent 
his  eftatein  mine,or  in  the  common-wealths  fervice,it  were  rca- 
fon  he  Qaould  be  provided  for,  by  me  or  the  common- wealth, 
but  feeing  he  hath  fp^m  %11  in  riotoufnes,  let  him  fuffer. 

Confidcr  thist  you  who  are  fo  loath  to  part  with  y^ureftates 
br  the.pulicke  ,  you  murmure  at  every  thing  is  required  of 
you  for  that,  but  you  are  profufe  in  expcnccs  for  your  luft,  God 
hath  waye^  to  bring  you  low  enough  in  your  eftates.  ^ 

Ver,\Q.And»9i»ijfiilJtifco.verherl^flHcs^:  -      :;i 

And  w>i^,that  is, when  I  recover  my  wool,  »nd\flax^  ifwiJl^ 
<:9Ver  her  lewdneSy  I  will  take  their  Covers  from  their  awn  tyt%y 
and  from  the  eyes  of  ethers. 

Wicked  mea,  and  especially  Idolaters  have  divers  covers  for 
their  Icwdncs.  There  arc^ipecially  three  cover^thftt  thefc  peo- 
ple had  for  their  lewdnes-  1     j' 

Thefitft  was  their  outward  profperity  :  dpe  youfpeakefb 
bitterly  agaii>ftus,  asifwcwereldoUters,  asifwchad  forfa- 

ken 
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Very  God ,  arc  we  not  iq  at  good  acondition  as  Judah,wlio  you 
fiy  hath  not  forfaken  God? 

Secondly,  their  cxtemall  worfliip  in  that  yet  they  kept 
fomcthing  according  to  Gods  own  inind^thcy  yet  kept  the  Sab- 
bath tnd  feme  folemne  dayes  aciK^rding  to  the  law»  this  /cover 
they  rdfted  it;  as  if  they  fhould  lay.  What  do  y  oiiaccufc  us  as  if 
wcdidnotWorfhipthe  true  G©a,  hav^  hotwc  Gods  fervice 
with  us,and  our  folcmne  aBibinbUes? 

Thirdly,  They  had  other  ferviccs  whidi  were  not  Gods, 
ya  they  did  cover  them,  with  glorious  poibpoas  (hewesj 
they  ha:d  pompons  dayes  of  iblemiiityi  pretended  Tor  God, 
but  being  of  their  own  invention,  they  were  hatcfull.  Wdl 
faith  God  ,  t  will  take  awsy  your  profperity  «  and  I 
will  take  away  thoic  things  you  thinke  to  put  me  off  with,  I 
will  take  away  your  folemnities,  and  all  the  pompein youn 
fervices.  .  i 

lwillMfc0V$r  their  lewJncs. 

The  word  Uwdnesy  that  comes  of  Nakal^lhai  fignifieth  to  faB^ 
it  f^biiies  the  falling  of  the  fphit  to  low^poor,  vile,  and  unwor- 
thy thii^s.Hencc  the  Hebrews  ufe  that  word  ^r  a  fioUione  that 
hathavilefpifit,  fctupohbafe  centemptiblethings,isi\r4^4/,a 
ffoL  Heoce  that  fpeech  of  Abigail  concerning  her  husband^  is 
hii  immi/o  uhe^heu  Nstaij  and  filly  is  with  him.  The  Seventy 
turne  this  by  another  word,  that  fignifveth  nncU^nnes^  the  mix- 
lureoi  their  Xpirits  with  vile  thii^tnt  nuke  their  %icits  to  be 
unclean^.  .^The  English  word  Znri^omesfrom  £^abold 
SaxQ^  word,whicfi^n]fyeth  one  tfaat^  of  aferHiil^  difpoHdon, 
of  an  under  fpirit  •fbme  are  of  fervile  fpirits  naturally,  Jthey  are 
bornetoakmdoffervility,  and  bohdage>  they  ai'c  inclined  to 
bUeneflCyand  vilencf^by  their  Mturalj^oiiwc'.o^hem^reof  more 
&blimt(^in>.s  naturally^.  ,U  if  Ibc^  werd  borne  ^r^atehikigsp 
thtfe  people  are  l«Mrd9th4y  haven^iki^iri^,ftirfikking.thoblcircd 
God,  and  his  glorious  Way es,  turning  to  vantiies  thkt  can  do  no 
good.  Sowe&yofmany,  they  arelewdbafcfellows,' that  is, 
they  are  of  iuch  fordid  difpmtions,  that  they  feekonely  after 
fuchtjungsas  ht^^  no  worth  iti  them,,  ^idifaitsfy  themfelvesin 
things  beneath  the  excellency  of  a  man,  unbefecmiiig  uationaU 
crcattiretotakecQi]teiitiil.>^<fii  ff.i4«weiindc  this  word /nv^ 
. Ddd  ncs 
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nes^  tbt  Greek  word.  traaflatoltheic/w4lbflriothdegintIy/rc 
forth  the  difpofition  oFa  lewd  man^  namely^  likch  a  one  asii^ca-: 
fily  drawn  to  any  wicked  way. 

i  ^iH  Sfi9ver  her.  Uvfines  im  the  fight  9f  her  lovers .     In  the 

ht  I  this  is  a  great  aKraratioii  cf  their  (hamr.  God  willcaft 
._ihontbeai9  not  bmro^^thofe  that  arrihrangeis,  biitthofebe- 
foc9  wtiem  they  WMld  behonoiired.  It  ka  note  of  C^i^m  w>^ 
on  this>  that  feemes  to  reach  the  meaning  ofthe  Holy  GhoR, 
alluditigto  the  way  of  whcrca,  who  having  great  men  for  their 
lovers,  (lyoarire^  with  BrhiGCff  at  the  Court,  tkyreftonthcir 
power^  and  confide'on  their  gieatnesi  they  care  not  what  their 
husbands  can  dbagainftthem,  and  fo  grow  proud  s^ainft  their 
husbands^  beoaofe  their  lovers  hive  great  power.  There  was  a 
ttimrkeable  example  of  this  biEq^and^thJtfou  may  remember^ 
it  werebat  torake  in  a  Blthy  dmighil  to  mention  it. 

I  will  take  away  their  confidence,  thoigh  their  lovet^bent^ 
vcrfo  great,  the  Affyrians,  and  Egyptians,  whcfoevertheybe, 
ihey  mill  have  no  power  to  hdp  you,  but  I  will  difeover 
your  lewdncs  before  their  face.  From  hence  tike  thefe  Sbkt- 
vationt* 

Fitfi)  all  wickedmfrc,aDd  e^tally  Idolatry  \axhmtfij  Co- 
veis  for  it^  txcfcpt  we  looke  wry  narrowly  to  tho£?  that  are 
fbperftttious  and  Idobtroiis.  we  QmL  not  Qt  the  evil  of  that  fin. 
Some  covers  arc  ibbtiUy  woven,bat  it  may  be  &4d  of  theiA  all  as 
l/liS.  xo.TheMMfieetetthi9tkMtMmM€Mftretehb^^  em 
k^eetAtbe  eeverbe^  mneimertktH  Atiebiedf9.wt^flAmfetfbimU. 

Secondlj^,  Prdperirf  ilk  a  ftmdtdi  Wif  it  a  great  eeter; 
though  itwavcry  vile  and  finnefiiU  way^yecptofperity  isa  to-^ 
verto  ifa.  this  gliftert  fi>  io  saany  mens  e^t%^  that  the  fikh  of 
fimK'iShkl,manya&(tttohaBdismAdtf'a&ite  petldmcd  gfei^ 
anillcom^nidnimyhayearpaM^  andpmfMtitfri^no 
^ex  to  wiaktd  anen^  ti|M'a  paititdd  ftee  t^a  toule  womann* 
AsapaifitedfiicmlsrDoargnniemofafiiire  comple^ftkfi,  fonri- 
tfaer  IS  prosperity  of «  gtml  condition.  Crooked  difeifed  bcKltcs; 
halfi:  lottco,  ^ay  ha\0f  £nc  dotblttv.  Ckettk  ieav^c^n  a  tree  may 
hide  ttie  tifofth^imflEfw,,  and  bUdtnes^^^ 
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Ubotiif  fn^heir  ImHtf  ^;AsA'G^^x\A^^tnt»^(A^ 
imeiMnsfl,  andthe^  haw  gii^n'op  themfrlvesife  moft  hor- 
cibfe^aes,  yet  to  langas  ibiey  Mve^owtf  tbodttht^ 
e^veredyiirertaUtlidrpfofptfffary  taketi  ttidalltlictr 

^oryMtdgrcatms^nd  Mtbing  but  thiklikl(€)ipod>tr^cl  batred  of 
the  wayesof  God  appeared^  what  dreadfliU  ereamres  tfpfald 
iksf  be?  There  is  .many  ainan  that  ia  taken  whh  aftmmpet, , 
whcnftic  hath  painted  Mr  fdfc  bravely  like  /r«*rf,  bat  if  he 
flhcBild  fee  this  whoce  whipped  yp  and  down  theftre^^  and&U 
oit  botchcs^wodiiMis  would  rh^s  ftrumpetbe  in  {lii eyes  I  take : 
awqr  her  bravery^  and  Aieisthento  himtheloathiomeftaea-. 
diret^onearth.     ^  .  ^ 

Jhirdiys  Retaining  fome  tmffis  in  the  way  of  worfhip  isa 
gceat  cover  to  >fliuchTaIfnes»  When  ibmeof  you  are  to  p^ya 
«siitifiiinaie,^ott'eao  (liuffle  in  a  braflcfixpence  or  (hilling,  or  a 
^g^|ieece  of  gold,  (afomethou^  they  retaine  many  errors,  yet 
becaderheyke^^  feme  truths,  they  thiake  to  cover  muchfuper- 
fiitiaii|.Fal(^  wares  wSlbeholpenofFamongft  good,  and  a  man 
dMMfetbto  lie  ^^Tometimes  tdl  fome  truthes tojput  ofFa  lie* 
Adftmthat is  %  bdTe&lfi^fieker,  will  manjr  times  deny  hio^elfs 
aOby  times  you  (hall  have  the  prpadcft  fpirit^  that  are,  to  b^  as 
cspwchingaM&bje^  to  thole  that  are  their  fuperiour;  as  any, 
and^ibby  Teeming  humilky,  cover  i  great  deal6  of  pride.  So 
tlqpevilokceremonies/and  fidie  diicipiine,  pafTe  without  much 
contradiftion,you  muft  not  trouble  your  (elfc  about  thefe  things, 
and  wh/  have  not  we  as  whokfeme  foule-fitvin^do^riheasin 
2my<>hiti)sh  in  the  w^rhi  t  becaufe  of  this  the  corruption  .of  the 
oAftrVti  caverffd>*  inuch  hypoerifie  13  covered  uxider  excellent 
giU^ttfaegiitsarrgifbof  GiodI  Spirit, but  they  oftentimes  cover, 
ipoch'jKtieMs*  .   ;    f'        '  .  ,  \/  :• 

^  I^hcrdWenre,.  ©Miewted  pomppus  devotiort  iri  CJods  wpr-^! 
(hlp4ia|pfeatts)loii90f notorious  Idolatity;  as  guilded  CroiTes, 
Jiaicktcd  ChoDck^,  pompous  Ceremonies :  how  hath  \t  coy^^ 
redribemi^ftdefperatiehafredfothepowcrof  godlineife  that  c- 
yecwais?'        •  '.  •    \  v  ;    '  •' 

ImirHfiwfr  thy  tewJlf^t. '      ' ' -^     'j '  ./'.,/. 

God  hath  a  time  to  difcoyer  wickd^nRflej  it  fhaU^peare  giie 
dayinjtsicoloars,  vile  and  abtifminable  wlckednefle  mail  not 


Odd  a  r-^.    aJi 


388    I  .  An  M^ofkhn  rf 


^wayes^otsupeovotid.  God  ^^illnotdiftover  herm/irwM^/^ 
neither  (hoidd  we ;.  WC  fliocdd  doe  as  Qod  doth, .  difcover  the 
UwJbeffioi  menybut  pot  their  infirmifi^f.  Lovecoveis  amtthi- 
tudeofBttdits^  if  d^cy  bebutinfirftti)tieSK  Andlwhenyon  diionrer 
thclcw^neflc^cf^hffs,  takQ  hecdyoa  doe;  not  difcover  your 
owne  Ic  wdneffe  iothc  mcanc  tiaiqi  Many  when  they  goe  about 
todilloYCTthelewdndre  of  other  men,  docitwithiiich  bitter- 
neffc  of  ^iriti  and  with  rcjoy cio§^.that  they  have  got  any  advan- 
tjgcagamftthofc  that  are  religioas,  if;  they  hcarc  any  reports 
ag^inufoch^  whether  true  or  falfe  th^y  care  not^  they  relate  it 
confidently,  fomething  will  (lick.  This  k  for,  men  to  difeover 
their  ownelewdnefle,whetthey  cry  out  againftthc  lewdnefle 
of  others.  Thofe  who  are  wife  and  underftanding,are  able  eafi- 
ly  to  fee  it  j  but  if  we  would  not  have  God  difcover  our  lewd- 
ncile,  let  usgctfdch  a  cover  as  fliall  ueyer  be  uncovered-Youaiay 
have  many  mifts  to  cover  ypurfi^js  that  arc  not  large  enough,- 
but  I  will  tell  you  of  a  cover  that  is  large  enough  to  cdvcr  all  .- 
What  is  that?  The  righteoniiufle  ofjefus  Chrift.  Pfia^^t.!. 
Blejffd  is  he  whofi  tr^infgrejfto^  H^^^g^V^^  l^hfi  fi^  M  C9VtmL 
There  is  a  cover  thaf  covers  jfqni  the  c/e^  Of IGpd  and  xtmniek 

IwiSMfcoverher  iewJfuJffihrhe/fglftcfhfirJevers.        ,  . 

I  willtakefucha  way  to  manifeft  fa<r  vik  lewdnefle  before 

her  lovers,  that  (he  ftiall  neither  pn^vaile  with  thcm^  nor  be  up*-' 

jhcldbytheni.  .'    .:  t  '     • 

Whence  obfcrye,.  •,•.;.''.. 

When  God  difcoveris  mens  lewdnefle,  they  fhall  doc  little 

hurt,  a  Tim.1,6.^  But thejjhajl  fr$C€e4 nof^urtbiryfar  tbHrfrkj 

pjaU  he  made  manifefi  to  aUmen.  There  are  many  men  who  have 

fccretly  gained  on  rhefpirits  of  other  men,  by  faiie  pretences, 

thatthey  will  doe  notttng  but  thus  an^UiuS,  and  they  ieekno* 

^ thing  but  the  publique  good,  andthey  deiire the  fiatherance  X>f 

tfaeGofpel,  but  whcip  opportunity  (hall  ferve,  there*  (hall  be  a . 

difboverlng  that  their  nitcntions  goe  another  way  then  their 

words  fc^med  to  import,  and  then  thej  Jbatt proceed  nofdrther, 

for  they  Aiall  be  vile  and  contemptibly  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  with 

whom  they  prevailed  before. 

Againe,  further,  I  Will  doe  it  in  the  fight  ef  their  l^vtrt. 
' />    '       ^     When 
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When  God  fets  himfelfe  againft  his  enemies,  he  wiU  goe 
throBghiusworkifitheficeof  all  tk>fe that  feek  the  contraiy> 
doe  what  thejr  can.  God  needs  no  (hifts,  no  trioks  nor  dmces. 
to  canyon  his  work,  barhecan  cany  it  on  In  the  fight  of  his 
fadvertaries,  he  will  ctxry  on  his  work,  and  fhame  t hwh  in  the 
fight  ofthcirlovcrs,and  bring  them  do  wnc  low,  doe  what  they 
can.  God  can  make  ufc  of  the  wifdomc  and  policie  of  men,  and 
be  can  make  as  much  ufe  of  their  indircretion^as  he  hath  done  of 
late.  The  great  works  ok  God  amongft  us  of  late  have  been  car- 
rycd  on  with  1  high  hand  in  the  fight  of  ihofe  that  have  been  our 
advffiaries;  what  diicoveries  have  there  been  of  the  filth  of* 
men  ?  howhath  their  nakadmffjfcecn  made  naked  ?  what  chan- 
ges in  theirxxinditions  ?  what  contempt'  hath  God  cafl  in  the 
taceoftfaofedhatweretbegreat  cha/fipions  for  lewdqefle,  arid 
that  in  the.very  fiee  of  their  lovers-?  There  lovers  looked  on 
them,  and  had  as  good  a  heart  to  them  as  ever;  there  was  little 
priio  change  in  the  hearts  of  their  lovers;  and  though  their  lo- 
vers were  as  eager  fpr  them  as  ever,  yet  their  fhame  hath  been 
difcovered.    This  Scripture  is  as  deerly  made  good  this  day, 
as  any  Scripture  in  the  Book  oFGbl 
Agzin^^ln  the  faci  df  their  lovers. 

i  Ihftionour before  thofe  wee^peA  honotir  from ,  is  a  fad^  a 

great  cvilL  Ob;  fai?h  Sdtfl,  Monottr  me  keforethe  feeple,     Saul 

eared  notmtidi  if  he  were  dilhonodred  before  ftrangers,  but  he 

woi^d  tie  honoured  before  the  people.  Jt  is  fuch  a  thing  to  be 

diftimioured  before  thofe  that  we  would  be  honoured  before, 

that  the  ftronger  a  mans  fpirit  is,  the  more  intolerable  the  bur- 

dehis.;  one  of  a  mean  and  low  fpirit,  doth  not  much  care  for 

dtflionor  anywhere,buc  a  man  that  hatbftrength  of  fpirit  indeed, 

coQors  it  the  woril^thiog  that  *caiibctobe  difhonoured  before 

thoie  that  love  him.  Thb  we  finde  among  many  tradefmen  that 

are  jciviUat  home^but  if  they  get  among  flrangers,  oh  how  lewd 

are  they  in  an  Inne  I  thofe  that  Igve  God  and  the  Saints,  are  mofl 

afraid  to  have theirevil  difcovered  before  God  and  the  Saints, 

for  a  gracious  heart  defires  honour  f  romt&em  moft.  Qne  that  is 

godly  can  bearedifgrace>  any  ccMitemptuPUs  abufe'  from  many 

ofthofe  that  are  profane>  rather  then  from  one  that  is  godly. 

Wicked  men  care  not  for  diihonom'  amt)ng  the  Saints ,  becaufe 
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they  tare  not  for  their  love.  If  difhonour  before  lovtr&be  iuch  a 
(hame,  wHat  will  diHicnout  Jbefof  c  God  tt  the  great  day  be,  «nd 
before  the  Sau^^s  and  wicked  men  too  who  were  your  lovm? 

^^'williifi^W^^y^iT.lewJbtiffiin  the  fight  ^thtir  Uwri^Vihen 
I  take  away  their  corne^andwinej  andfkxe,  and  thefethk^^ 
their  lovera  will  be  afliaoied  of  them. 

The  way  of  carnall  friends  ia  to  efteeme  of  men  when  they  are 
in  profperity^bttt  when  they  are  downe  in  adveificy,  then  they 
contemiiethem*  •   < 

HuntTmcn  when  th^  would  Httgle  out  a  Deere,  they  (koote 
her  firft,  and  as  Coone  as  the  blood  airpeares,  all  the  reu  goe  out 
of  her  company ,  and  puih  her  froqi  them.  It  i&  fo  with  car^ 
nail  friends,  if  a  man  be  in  afHiAion*  if  they  fee  thotr  friend  (hoc, 
they  Locke  aloofe  from  him.  We  have  had  wohiU  expetienGe 
of  this  of  late,  .when  many  godly  Miniftecs  wck  petfecutedi 
thofc  whobetprefeemedtobee  tbeir  lovers,  grew  fttaoge  unto 
them.  In  a  Sun-ftiine  day,  men  that  pafle  b]f  bokeona  dyaU, 
but  in  a  darke  flormy  day ,  a  hundred  may  ride  by  it  and  never 
looke  to  it.   When  wee  areina  S«i>^(hiiieidlay  ofj^peisty 
men  will  looke  towards  us »  but  ifthe gloomy  day  of^aihrerfity 
come,  then  they  pafle  by  without  regard  tous.  li  a  Qiahoffa- 
(bion  come  to  a  houfe,  the  dogs  will  be  quietifaM  wliea  ahdggar 
comes  in  rags,  they  fly  i^on  him.  It  is  iippai;ciitb]rithia^ 
men  in  their  profperity  are  not  cegardedfor  wy  thiiK^alieink 
(ekes,  but  &r  their  profperities iS{e»  fer thdr  monySnkiei^f^  fiir 
their  cloatlies  fake.  Suppqfe  any  of  you  have  afocvantgoes  ttp 
ind  downe  with  you ,  and  you  know  whither  foever  y  w  ^oe  t 
the  refjpeft  that  is  given,  is  not  for  your  fiike  f  but  &r  your  fo- 
1  vant  <  Uke,  y^agoe  to  iiich  a  houfc,  «nd  ibcy  Jife  ywkindlyrooo* 
• :!  ly fqryourfcrvants fake,  you takcityeiy ill.  TIjm  s«aUtftr*oo- 
lpe&  thatxn^Dhave  from  fiilfe  lovers,  it  iinot  for  any  good  in: 
thcm;>  it  is  for  their  profpftity,  for  their  fenrarttiftke ;  Oh  how 
vaineisre^ed  from  the  worlal]  If  you  be  gracious,  God  will 
not  deale  with  voathvs;  i^you  hftveyour  eftatesnkenfromy^ou, 
God wiUnpt  deipiieydu  as  carnall  friends  doe:  ?fiiLz%»  i4«t 
ForhchAthfdtJcffifrJ nurskh^rrfd  tbefiffiifHm^thy^iikd; 
When  the  Saiiits  are  atSifted,  God  doth  not  hide  hiafaoe  from 
them^  but  ii»iwa  $hfy  cry  n  him  he  bfurertkem. 


Yet 
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Yet  further  we  fe«  herc^  carnall  hearts  have  a  great  deale  df  Left.  7, 
confidence  in  many  things  they  truft  to,  in  time  of  dapger  they  Obf  ex. 
will  not  belcere  but  they  (hall  efctpe.  Let  us  not  -bee  troubled 
at  the  confidence  our  enemies  have,  they  doubt  Rot  but  toprc- 
taile;thisisfromthecurfeofGod  upon  them;  t heir  cafe  is  ne- 
ver lb  dtfptrate,  but  they  have  fomething  to  fhelter  themfelves 
idtfceirownethoashfs:  Oh  what  afhamc  is  it  that  anything 
is  rath«r  trufted  in,then  God  !  The  husbandman  cafts  feed-corne 
thtt  cpfts  dearer  then  other  come  into  the  ground  :The  Merchant 
trnfts  all  his  cftate  to  the  winds  and  waves  of  the  lea,  and  if  they 
fitlkiallisgotte  ;yb»tniftf€rvanrs  with  bufincfles  of  weight;  \\ 
yougoetoWeftmififter,  you  tniftyour  livesinaboate  hJfeail 
indt  thick.  t5od  \%  not  t ruued  fo  much ,  that  blcfled  God  who  is 
tbeonely  true  ebjeft  of  foulc-confidencc. 

L^ly,whcn  God  fets  himfclfe  againfl:  a  generation  of  men, 
or  afry particular,all  the  mtans  in  the  world  mal  not  help. jE^i^ 
^\  the  Prc^het  had  t  vifion  of  fixe  men  with  weapons  of  war 
in  their  hands,  there  were  fixe  puncipall  gates  in  J  crufalem,  and 
God  would  fettheiefix^  men  with  weapons  in  their  hands  at 
each  gate,  that  ifthey  run  to  this,  or  the  other,  oranygate,^the 
man  with  the  weapon  in  his  hand  fhould  be  furetotJkethem, 
they  fliould  not  efcape.  Am9s  5.8.  Setkf  him  that  mak<th  the 
fivtn  St4irj  and  Orion ;  why  are  thefe  named  thefevenStars  and 
OwnftheoDcisthecxtrttmeef  cold,  and  the  other  ofheate; 
The  Lord  hath  the  power  of  both  ;  if  theycfcapc  the  heate,  the 
oM  fhiAl  tdae  chem;  if  the  cold,  the  hifate  Oiall  take  them;  and  i 
lito\VUe,fattii  the  Lord,  can  make  both  thefe  fiJpfuU  to  you  as 
Ipkafe. 

•  ^  iteMe  tjkere  is  fttch  blafting  of mcanes/or  the  curfingof thofc 
whom  Cod  f<?ts  Jiimftlfe  ag9inft;kt  \;i^  not  b^  afraid  of  the  grc^t 
^dSAuMe  i<iflt  oof  adteriknes  kftvCi  thoiYgh  they  have  great  afli- 
ftafN%i^cil^eyar^  in  Gods  hand ,  and  none  can  deliver  our  ofhis 
hmii  «U  their  great  ftrength  ;ibut  as  towor  flaxe  befote  the 
fktskt  of  ftrt«» .  if  God  be  irt  a  way  of  mcrey,  none  can  takif  out  cf 
M^li^S,  J^^ia^^i  J.  Th^t  un0m^a^  diUvir  oni tfwy h$ind^ 
ImUworkfAndwhoJhallUtitf 

^  Whww>rtitltaf€tft^tltt  , 

whe&ihe  is  in  a  way  Dfwriuh)  arid  it  /s  %  bkned  ihi^  to  bee  in 

.  •   ^       .  his 
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his  hand  when  he  is  in  a  way  of  mercy ,  for  none  can  deliver  out 
of  either.  Chrift  holds  the  Stars  ^  not  onely  Minijters,  but  til  his 
EUa  in  Hh  hand^  and  none  can  take  them  out.  I  will  give  you  a 
notable  example  of  Gods  prefervation  in  times  of  danger:  In 
the  time  of  the  Maflacre  at  Paris ,  there  was  a  poorc  man ,  who 
for  his  deliverance  crept  into  a  hole,  and  when  he  was  there, 
there  comes  a  Spider  an4  weaves  a  cobweb  before  the  hole; 
when  the  mucthercrs  came  to  fearch  for  him^faith  one^Certaioly 
he  is  got  into  that  hole;  No  faith  another,  he  cannot  be  there,  for 
there  IS  a  cobweb  over  the  place;  and  by  tlus  theaQcs  the  poorc 
man  was  prefecved.  The  hofe  •fthe  wkMfJoh  iaith  ^u  Mtht 
SfiJers  wet ;  yet  ifGodpleaie  he  can  make  a  cobweb  to  deMver 
his  people.  The  leaft  things  (lull  deliver  when  he  «ill,  and  the 
greatefl:  meanes  of  deliverance  (hall  not  deliver  when  hee 
pleafcs.  ^ 


*V-+;v»^ 
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HOSEAI.  II« 

ImMalpfVdftfeaUher  mirth  tg  ceafe^  berfea/t  eUyes^  her  New 
M9$nes,m$iher  Sabbathsy  andaUherfilemmefeafis. 


s 


}He  Lord  prpceedsftill  in  bis  threats  agai£^l/rael, 
}  in  this  verfe  we  have  as  tore  a  threat  as  any ,  for  it 
n  »^  isinpartfpiritualh 

^  Her  mirth  ^  ^Ve^nW>fothc  Seventy  readeit^ 

2  ^  the  word  (ignifieth  the  right  temper ,  fhe  right 

po(hireofthea9inde,wheiithea:tindei$in^nght  ' 
frame^then  it  may  be  meny;  IVhefoever  h  merry  ({aith  S  James) 
/f^AiiPi/jff;  there  the  word  though  not  the  fame,  yet  fignifvmg 
the  fame  thing;  who  ever  hath  his  minde  in  a  right  frame^lct  him 
(ing.  No  man  can  be  truly  merry  except  his  mindc  be  in  a  right 
frame. 

J  wiUcAttfi  |[4*]  her  mirth.  God  many  tithes  takes  away  ftoin 

his  Saints  much  of  the  inatter  of  their  mirth^   but  never  takes  I 
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away  all;  This  isadrcad&U  threat  to  canfc  all  their  mirth  to 
ceafc- 

JwUlcafifeitfdccdfe. 

I  will  tumc  it  away « fo  the  Seventy.  I  can  foone  have  all  their 
mirth  downi  they  (hall  neverbe  able  to  rejoyce  more  if  I  pleafe; 
it  is  gone  all  uritn  the  turn  ofa  hand- 

^  It  appeare$  that  ICnel,  though  an  apoftatizb|(  people,though 
a  people  of  Gods  wrath,  dcfigned  to  dreadfoU  judgements,  yet 
was  I  meny  jocund  people,  they  went  on  ftttl  in  their  mirth 
and  foviallity. 

That  which  IS  here  implytd  a  is  more  fully  expreft  in  jimcs 
chap.tf.4«  who  was  contemporary  with  H(E»/if4^  and  he  was  the 
Prophet  of  the  ten  Tribes  tsHofia  was,now  fee  there  how  jimos 
fttteth  forth  the  mirth  of  this  people,  Th^  ije  upmt  f^eds  oflvo^ 
rj^  anJtfiretch  thcmfilves  Hf  on  their  so^Bbfr,  anttedte  thi  Lamh 
0ftt  oftbefiock^  d9id  the  CMives  ont  if  the  midJtfi  ofthefiall^  they 
channtto  thefoMndeftheVUU^  dfti  invent  to  themfetvcs  infirn- 
mentsrfmtefick,  tikfl^Avidj  thej  drinkfi  wine  in  bowles  ^  nnda^ 
nointthemfelves  with  thf  chief e  ointment »  This  was  their  con- 
dition when  they  wer«L,i|nder  iiich  fearefiiU  guilt  and  in  itxrh 
dr^adfatt  danger. 

Sfcnfiiillmen,  while  they  prober,  they  lookfc  upon  them- 
^IvesasaboVetkeWtyrd,  andbleuetbemielves  inthe  fatisfying 
ot  their  ownecamalldefin^,  as  if  it  were  but  a  poorelow  and 
meane  thing  fqrthemtobe  under  the  power  ef the  word, ^  to 
feare  fimie  and  threatnings,  it  is  toolow  forihcfa  brave  ifpirits as 
theytave;  But,  come  letusfing  away  all  care,  let  us  live  mer- 
rily, lerustattff'ourpleafure  for  the.prefent ,  and  crowne  our 
felveswithrofe-buds.  Thiis  jsthe  dxTpofitiun  of  camall  hearts 
iHldctall  tkeir  guik  and  danger  j  Thejrfwim  delightfidly  in  that 
tivtt4ifJordM^  and  (uddcnly^fkll  loto  the  D<^J  Se^i  they 
i|)end  thieir  daycs  in  ^'eafdttf ,  and  in  a  moment  goe  downe 
imoheU;  This  h  all  tbe^portion  of  their  cttp  they  receivefrom 
the  Icird :  Tfey  have  allttlc' Joy  here,  this  is  all  they  are  like 
to  lave,  and.'thertfdre  they  will  take  their  fill  of  what  t^hey 
havei^*       '  -  "'  V        '  '  :  ■  .  *  ' ' 

'   Butthf^iiiriilriwfhDlrf;        .- 

lwiU€4itft^mh^i<feenfe. 
^__ £cc Sin 
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Obfer. 


Sintie  and  mirthcin  never  hold  loi^  together;  thaemiiftbe 
a  reparation  betweene  them*  The  union  that  there  is  bet wecne 
(vine  and  mirth  at  any  timei  it  is  a  forced  union;  God  never 
joynesthemtc^ether,  and  if  you  will  joyne  thofe  things  that 
Cjod  never  joy  ncd,  your  joy  ning  cannot  hold  :  Sinae  isoffucha 
canker-frettingiiatur^,  as  it  willToone  fret  out  all  the  varniili 
of  mirth  and  joy  that  is  upon  it.  If  you  will  not  take  away  finne 
froinyourmirth^  God  will  take  away  mirth  from  you  finne.  It 
isiii&eedthe  happinefTe  of  the  Saints  that  they  ihall  have  evcr- 
lafting  /oy,  the  fUafurcs  at  Gods  right  hdndzrcfer  evermore,  but 
the  pleafiires  ot  finne  muft  ceafr. 

Thirdly,  when  tffliftions  comeupbn  the  wicked  they  are  all 
Amort,  their  joy,  their  mirth  is  gone.  We  fiy  of  fire,  it  congrc^ 
gates  things  of  the  fame  kinde,  and  ftp  aratcs  things  that  are  ol. 
diverfe  kinds.  So  it  is  \||th  the  fire  of  afHiftion^it  congregateth 
thingsof  the  fame  nature^  as  thus  »  Sinne  and  horrour^  trouble^ 
ai^ifh,  forrow,  vexation,  accufation  ofconfcience,  condem- 
nation, thefe  are  of  the  fame  kinde ;  finne  and  the(e  are  Homogt-- 
neall;  now  when  affijdioacommeth>  it  congregateth  all  thefej; 
Hereis  finne,  yea  but  forrow,  and  ai^gulih,  and  herrourofcoiir 
fciencc  feemeth  now  not  to  bee  together  with  your  finne^^  but 
M?hcn  the  fireof  afBiftion  cooks  it  joynes  allthefe  together.  On 
theotherfide^  Sin,and /oy,andprofeerity,  and  p^ace^  thefeare 
Hr/fr#^rv^//,things  of  another  kinde,  now  when  the  fircofaf- 
fli^Hon  comes,  itleparates  thefe  Heterogenealltbixtgs ;  then  the 
Jieartsof  the  wickedfinke  .'as  lead,  they  lye  downe  in  forrow  t 
the  candle  of  the  wicked  is  blpwne  out ,  all  their  mirth  and  joy 
it  is  but  the  Ikhtofa  candle^  afBlftion  maizes  ^11  to  be  but  ts  a 
(linking  fnu^.  And  indeed  uiKo41y  men  when  afHiftion  comes 
are  men  of  the  poorc£t  fpirits  qUiiy  men^  thay  qi^ickhr  die,  they 
iliccumb,jtheyfalldowueiindcr.  the  If  aft  weight  of  afflidion; 
They  fct  me  to  hive  brave  fpiritf^  to  out-bi^ve  the  wc«dof God, 
but  they  have  pobirf.meai^e,  and  low  fpirits  when  they  come 
to  beare  Gods  hand  upon  them;  afHidion  takes  aw^y  aQtheir 
good ,  that  they  conceive  and  toderftand  good.  There  iSjno- 
thing  withia  them  to  fiipport  them^  there  is  nothing  but  dlrkr 
nefle  and  blacknefle  within,  nothing  but  guiU  and  theloaawings 
of  the  worme ;,  And  they  lookeupon.cvery  &^eringthey  indura 
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but  as  the  beginning  of  eternall  fiifFering;  And  there  is  the  vc- 
nome  and  curfe  of  ood  goes  together  with  their  affliAion,  which 
drinks  up  their /pints.  - 


Oh  the  happy  advantage  the  Saints  have  in  their  afHi<5lions 
overthatthc  wicked  have  in  theiiB  I  They  havd  fpirits  indeed 
that  well  may  be  called  brave  fpiritS)  that  can  ftand  under  the 
greateft  weight  of  affliftion,  and  that  with  joy ,  in  the  midft  of 
them ;  Paid  can  rejoyce  in  tribulation » yea  and  glory  in  it  too. 
They  have  comfort  in  the  creature*  but  they  <re  not  beholden  to 
the  creature  for  comfort ;  %hcy  depend  not  upon  the  creature  for 
comfort,  their  joy  is  a  great  deale  higher ;  That  is  precious li^ht 
indeed  that  no  ftorme  can  blow  out.  See  an  example  oi  a  brave 
{pirit  that  way,  that  lathe  midft  of  affliftion  can  have  the  light 
of  joy,  Hatal^^.ij.  Altb^Hgh  thcFigtreeJhuU  n9t  klofomty  nei- 
ther /hat fruit  be  in  the  Vines ,  th  Mmr  of  the  Olive  JhaH  faile^ 
and  the  fields  fidlljeild  no  meoie,  ihejleckJhallhCHi  ojffrom  the 
foli^andthere/baUbeno  herdin  thefials ;  What  then  ?  Tet  will  1 
reJQjee  in  the  Lcrd^  Ivnltjey  ih  the  Gedefmyfilvation .-  AH  their 
/oy  (hall  not  ceafc;  perhaps  in tinjes  of  affliftion,  in  fad  difmall 
times,thevmavabatefomew.hatof  their  outward  ;oy,  but  all 
their  mirth  (hall  not  ceafe,there  (hall  be  joy  within,though  none 
without. 

lARly^l  will  canfe  all  their  mirth  teceMfe. 

All  our  mirth  depends  upon  God,  he .  caft  take  it  away  when 
hepletfetb.  God  is  called  in  Scripture,  TheGodefall  cenfelati" 
en*,  Joy  is  Gods  propriety,  hcgives  it  when  he  will,  and  takes  it 
away  when  he  will.  You  have  an  excellent  Text  for  Gods  hand 
in  uking  away  |oy  from  the  hearts  of  men  whcnhe  pleafcth,  it 
is  Lamen.  y6^*  Give  them  ferr&w  cf  heart ,  thy  curfe  n^en 
them:  Markeit;  Now  that  word  that  i^  tranflstted  yirrav  ef 
heart  (I  cfpcdally  take  the  note  from  thence)  A  word  that 
comes  from  that  that  fignifics  ^  hclm*$ ,  or  a  Jhitld  to  fence  off 
any  thing,  or  to  coyer  a  thmg  as  a  thing  is  covered  bya(hield 
and  helmet;  And  It  doth  note  (ous  that  difcafe  which  Phy- 
(itianscaU  C^rM^c^f^^^^  a kinde of  difeafc  whereby  the  h<art 
isfoopwcftiind  tlwrc  itfuchaftopping  ,  that  it  is  asitwere 
wvncijicmfiu$0,  at  witb  «  fludd,  there  is  a  lid  as  if  were  put 
over  the  hearti  a  (bidd  to  keepooiitidl  things  that(houId  com* 
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fort,  and  to  fence  off  all  things  that  maybe  takca  tobcanyrc- 
frclhmenttothcfpirits;  let  the  moft  pnecieas  Cordials  in  the 
world  be  given  to  thofe  that  have  that  difeafe  >  they  cannot  be 
refrdhed  by  any  of  tbem^  and  fo  the  heart  cocnes  to  be  fudbcated 
with  forrow.  This  is  the  mcanii^  of  the  word  herct  Lord  givi 
themf0rrBw  of  heart  *^  Put  them  into  luch  a  condition,as  that  tkeir 
hearts  may  bie  fo  flopped  and  ftiHed  with  forcow,that  wbiut  ever 
mcanes  (hallbeafed  to  bring  any  comfort  to  them ,  let  it  bee 
kept  off )  that  no  creature  in  the  world  may  be  able  to  af- 
ford the  leaft  rcfrefbment  to  them  ;  They  were  worit  to  fliield 
and  fence  otf'thy  word:  whentliy  word  wasufedto  be  delive- 
red to  them  ,  wherein  the  treaiiires  of  thy  merdes  were^  and 
they  heard  the  fweet  promises  of  the  Goipell  opened,  yet  they 
fenced  off  thy  word  as  with  a  ihield ;  Now  when  they  are  in 
afHsftion  let  tl^r  hearts  )ot  choaked  ib «  and  let  there  be  inch  a 
fence  pot  upon  their  hearts,  that  though  there  be  never  (o  many 
promifesbrought  to  them,they  may  be  fenced  off  by  thy  fecret 
curie.  As,  doe  wee  not  iuide  many  wretches  wiia  have  liyed 
luidertheGofpelly  and  have  fenced  off  the  treafures  cf  mercies 
opened  to  them,  when  they  have  beenein  afflidion  they  have 
becneinhorribtedifperalion,  and  whenibever  anything  out  of 
the  Go(pel  hath  beenefpoken  to  them  fi»r  their  comfort^  they 
have  had  ftrange  kindc  of  feoces  to  put  ofi  fudithiiaga ;  As 
thofe  thatreade  the  fiory  of  Sfin^^  may  wonder  what  a  ccmmi^ 
fencer  he  wattofcnce  offal(comfbrt  that  was  brought  to  him. 
This  was  from  the  Lord^  Lmrd  giv4  tbemfirrew  ofkcitn  ^  that 
is,  Lord  pot  iuch  a  (hieU  upon  their  hearty ,  as  all  comfort  may 
be  fenced  offirom  them. 

We  fee  (my  brethren)  how  weedepcnd  upon  Godfoc  com- 
fort, we  all  cry  out  for  comfort^  let  us  know  and  take  to  heart 
our  dependanoe  upon  God  for  it,  God  can  fence  oiurl|c«ts  from 
comfort  when  he  pleafob,  let  us  take  heed  we  doe  not  fence  off 
his  word  from  our  hearts. 

1  will  canfi  all  btr  mirth  uceafijherftMfi  day ts. 

Thefetwoart  put  together,  for  the  hearts^i  men  when  they 
enjoy  a  more  liberal^  ulcof tt»e  aeatufe  then  ordinal^  ^,a,ad  are 
amoogft  cbeaifvUcQfl^miy  ate  yma^  (aifedapdinflktqed  at 
fuch  times,  if  the  hwt  of  a  man  begfacipus  ^  and  he  feafls . 
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in  a  gricious  way,his  heart  is  warmedjandchecred,and  inlarecd 

in  things  that  arc'good;fo  the  hearts  of  the  wicked,  when  they 

are  at  their  feafts,  all  their  lufts  are  warmed,  and  their  fpirits  are 

raiied  and  ftrengthncd  m  the  things  that  are  evil.    You  have  a 

notable  example  of  the  cheering  and  raifingof  the  hearts  of  men 

in  good  things  in  the  time  of  fealb,  2  Chron.  30.21  .the  Raft  that 

H^^cf^ilr  made  for  the  people*  oi  lerufalem  in  that  great  pafle- 

over,  the  text  iaith  that  thej  l^eft  thefcMfi  of  unUitvened  bre^d  ft- 

v^ndajeswithgreatgladMeffg^  and  ver.  I'^.the  whole  Aj[emhly 

t0^ki  counfiB  to  k£if  other,  fev€n  dayos,  and  thej  kspt  othtrjeven 

ddyes  withgl^^dnefe.    Now  marke  how  their  hearts  were  raifed 

and  mightily  up  upon  this.  Chap.  3 1  .ver.  i .  fVhen  all  wot  finified 

mM  J/rdei  tha0  -^ereprefint  ypent  om  to  thofities  ofluddh^andbrdke 

the  Imsges  infeeces^andcut  doifpn  the  graves  y  And  threw  dfiWn  the 

high  fUces  afild  the  Altars  omt  ofdttJmddh  sndBenjamin^n  Efhr^^ 

$000  ^foatulMimafettr,  mntiB  thej  had  utterly  defirojed  them  all.. 

Their  hearts  being  up,  and  their  fcalh  being  in  a  gracious  way, 

they  were  fo  inflamed  that  now  they  tooke  upon  them  a  mighty 

courage  in  doing  mat  things  for  God, 

It  were  well  ifit  were  al  wayes  fo  with  us  when  God  calleth 
us  tofeafting,  ("as  fometimeshe  dotfi,  though  not  now)  that 
mr  htarts  were  alway cs  up  in  eur  fcaftir^,  warmed  and  inlar- 
ged  to  doe  Buich  good.  It  is  that  which  hath  been  the  honour  of 
thisCitie,  that  in  their  Companies  feafting  yeerly,  th«y  were 
wont  heretofore  ufiially  when  they  had  rejoyccd  one  with  ano- 
ther^wheii  their  hearts  were  up»  to  confult  together  what  good 
to  doc  for  their  countries  in  which  they  were  botn,  and  then  ^ 
refelve  to  fend  the  preaching  of  the  Word  tc/fuch  a  grtat  Town 
where  mofbef  them  were  bred,  and  to  fudi  another  Town*  This 
wasagracioi^  feafting,  and  for  this  they  were  much  envyed 
at:  And  though  thefefeafts  were  prohibited  upon  other  preten-* 
ces»  yet  the  hindering  this  good  done  at  thofe  times^  lay  in  the 
bottomeofthat  prohibiti(»i. 

Pcaftingalfo  warms  the  lufts,  and  defpcmtdy  inflamethtjbe 
wiekei  r&lutions  of  ungodly  men.  When  a  company  of  ui>* 
godly  men  get  together  in  a  Taverne,  and  there  have  drank  and 
eat  lihorally,  how  defperatdy  arc  thc7  fct  agaiilft  the  waves  of 
godlincffc  Ithenthgrfcorneandjrercgodly  Miniftcrs^nd  Par- 
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lUqient,  •ndChrifttans;  they  arc  then  as  if  they  were  above 
God,  their  tongues  arc  their  owne,  and  who  (hall  control! 
ihem?  and  all  when  their  lufts  are  heated  by  wine  and  good 
checre.  Mark  that  ScriptuTc^Pfal.'}^.x6jViihh7pocrhicailm0C' 
kers  atfeafis,  they  g  najhtd  Hf0n  me  with  their  teethMcxt  is  fcor- 
ning  and  violence,  enafhing  upon  the  Pfalmift  with  their  teeth, 
and  this  at  their  tealte.  He/.y,^.  In  the  day  of  our  King  the  Prin^ 
ceshave  made  him  Jhk^with  bottlesofwine  ^  he  firetcked  emt  bis 
hdndvpithfiorners.  They  brought  bottles  ot  wine,  and  wlien 
his  lufts  were  he^ed  with  the  wine  and  good  cheere,  then  hec 
joyned  with  them  in  fcoming  the  wayes  and  wor(hip  of  God; 
they  fcorned  at  all  thofe  that  would  goe  up  toTenilaleiii  to  wor- 
(hip  according  to  the  inftitqtioni  thefemuft  be  foprecdlethat 
they  will  not  joynewithus,  as  if  we  had  not  the  worthip  of 
God  among  us,  they  tell  tales  to /^^^#^Mi,  and  the  other  ?cin* 
cesj  ot  the  godly  who  would  not  yecld  to  their  Idolatrous  waies 
of  wor(inp,thcy  fcorned  at  their  precifcne(&;  Now  feith  the 
IcextyThekinifiretchedeMthiihdMdwithfiartters,  takes  them 
by  the  hand,  and  incourageththetnin  that  way,  and  tells  them 
he  will  take  a  courfe  with  them,  not  one  of  them  (haU  be  fuflfc- 
red  to  live  in  liis  dominions. 

Their  hearts  were  put  all  agog  with  their  feafts,  but  God  hath 
atimetotakeawayfeaftingtiaifsfi-omapeople,  a  time  when 
thoie  who  have  delighted  theaifelves  fo  in  the  ufe  bt  the  crea- 
tures, (hall  have  all  thofe  merry  meermg^  and  brave  times  ceaie, 
never  feaft  more,  never  meet  with  fuch  merry  company  more  5 
A^that  Pope  Adrian  ftid  when  he  was  a  dying,  O  my  foule, 
whither  att  thou  going  ?  thou  (lialt  never  be  more  merry. 

ForKingdomesalfo,  though  there  be  times  tot  teafting,  yet 
there  is  a  time  of  mourning  j  and  God  feems  this  day  to  be  com* 
ming  to  us  to  take  away  our  tcafts,  to  call  upon  us  to  fpend  our 
times  in  another  way ;  It  were  good  for  us  to  doc  what  wecan 
to  prevent  God  by  bumbling  our  fclves  in  a  voluntary  way, 
to  take  away  our  owne  Feafts^  and  to  change  our  Feuivities 
into  Humiliations.  The  times  call  for  faflJng  now,  rather  then 
feading ;  and  it  is  a  moft  dreadfuU  (imie  for  men  then  to  gire 
liberty  tothemldvcs  for  feafting;  when  God  calls  for  mournr 
ing  and  hftin^.   It  is  not  at  your  liberty  to  fcaft  when  ypu 
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Efdj  11.12.  isamoftdretdfuUpUccj  that  might  make  the 
hearts  of  thofe  who  are  guilty  in  this  kind  tremble.  Ver.i^.\4nd 
in  thstJUfdiJfhfLcrdofh0fts  call  to  m$$frmng^  M$$d  t§  girding 
withfdcksl§th^4MdteMJj§j  sndgUJneJff,  JUpng  oxen,  kiBing 
jheef^  drinking  wine.  Snrefj  this  iniquity  jhalt  not  be  purged fr^m 
10H tiiyoH die y faith thi  Lor dGodof  Hpfis.  Whik  the  bread  is 
taken  away  ftom  our  brethreD,and  the  land  is  fo  mifcrahly  fpoi- 
lecL  and  when  fuch  a  black  cloud  hangeth  over  our  heads^  here 
is  no  time  for  Feftivities.    Whatfoever  your  cuftomes  have 
been,at  this  time  now  commingn  meanc  that  which  you  call 
VourChriftmas  Feftivity)  you  arc  certainly  bound  now  to  turn 
it  into  a  time  of  mourning;  For  if  we  Ihould  grant  it  lawfuU 
for  men  to  appoint  Holy-dayes  that  way,for fcafting,Cof  wliich 
«[iorebyand  by)yttctrtainly  itcannot  bobut  aHni^ll  thine  fo 
tofct  thofe  day es  apart,. as  whatfoever  providence  of  God  Ulls 
out,  yet  they  will  contii^iue  what  they  themfelves  have  fct.  You 
wilallgrant  this^thatif  it  be  lawful  to  keep  this  time  of  Feftivi- 
ty^ yet  this  not  that  that  God  him&lfe  hath  fct  apart  andenjoy- 
ned.  We  never  have  it  required  by  Chrift  or  by  his  Apoftles^ 
that  at  (iich  a  tipie  yo^  when  theyeere.  cotnmeth  about,  that  we 
(heuld have  folemnc  dayes  of  Feftivity.  Well  then,at  the  moft, 
if  we  fuppolbit  lawhiUi  it  is  but  the  inftitution  of  man ;  if  it  be 
mana  inftitution^  certainly  then  It  muft  give  way  to  Gods 
wbrk»  to  providence*  Formantapotfo  mudi  upon  hiS;  inftitu- 
tion,becaiifeht  hath  appointed  iiich  a  day  w  hen  the  yeere  com- 
meth  about  to  rejayccin,that  whatfoever  work  of  God  falls  out 
in  the  mean  time  that  calls  for  humiliation  and  fefting,  yet  hee 
will  hold  to  his  owne  inftitution ;  what  is  this  my  brethren  but 
to  MMi^f  the  comrndndments  of  Qoid  to  be  ofuoneeffeU  through 
mdustraAtiofis?  It  is  an  apparent  breach  of  that  Scripture : 
For  this  is  ccprtasne  rmvi  that  it  is  the  commandment  of  God 
thatyou  (hould  mounie  and  faft>  if  then  becaufe  of  mans  inftitu* 
tion  you  will  put  by  the  command  of  God,  and  nowfpend 
timeinfeaftingandrejoydog,  which  ought  not  to  be  but  in 
fiich  times  when  God'ftiiies.upon  a  Kingdbme  in  wayes  of 
mercy>know  this  is  Gn  ontoypu.  If  you  can  fay  that  God  ikines 
uponu$nQW  inprefent  extraordinary  mercies^  then  we  may 
finft.  I  confcde  they  are  extraordinaiy  fnercies  in  regard  of 

what 
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whatwemayliope  to  be  the  event  and  tfkdi  of  them;  but  for 
the  prei^tadminiftrations  of  God  towards  us,  they  tre  fixli 
as  if  ewr  they  called  for  fafting,they  call  for  it  at  this  day^Thete- 
fore  here  by  G^ds  works  amoi^us^wc  know  vyc  have  Gods 
will  revealed  to  us,  namely  to  ftft;  the  ether  at  moft  is  but 
mans  hiftitution  and  tradition.  Now  the  traditions  o\  men  moft 
yeeld  to  the  commandments  of  God* 

With  what  confcience  now  can  you  take  fuch  a  plcnti&U 
ufe  of  the  creature,  and  fufier  your  brethren  to  want  clothes  and 
bread  ?  IfGod  have  yet  granted  to  you  fuch  a  comfortable  efiate 
that  you  have  fb  much  to  fpare  as  to  feaft^  know  you  ace  bomid 
in  confcience  then  to  lay  that  out  in  releeving  your  bretfaten, 
who  have  been  (b  cruelly  uftd;  therefore  Godbrii^s  them  to 
yott  to  be  objefh  of  your  companion  J  t  would  be  very  accep- 
table toGod,iffo  much  as  any  of  you  havenfaally  fpeat  infeaft^ 
ings,  or  intended  tofpend  in  thefe  twelve  daycs,  you  would  fet 
it  nowapart  for  the  relieve  of thofe  who  wantbread^  and  fet  the 
time  apart  alfo  for  mourning  jn  your  families^  that  God  woi^ 
pardon  theiin  of  thtfe  times  formerly  committed*  And  now  not 
ondy  feafts  in  private  families  (hould  ceafe,  but  thefeaftsof 
Companies  in  your  publique  Halls  Ukewiie. 

What  abundance  of  poore  phmdred  people  raighi  be  lel^eved^ 
ifaUtlut  werefoaitinoneyeerinthcftafbof  yoiir  conapaiues, 
were  laid  afide  for  their  uie  I  Thefe  are  times  for  merc;^,  aotf or 
f<^iy  ity;if  we  will  not  ecafe  our  feaflingSi^  us  know^God  hatii 
thoufiuus  of  ways  to  takeaway  ftaftsnoma  Kingdoao^  wnitQ 
hxhygcUanuex  of  teeth  among  us^  ln^titks  m^dj  thiii^fedfts 
faith  the  Lord. 

Themaincthineinthisvcffetobeopened^toyoui  is,  what 
thefe  fcoBsof  the  Jews  were. 

In  the  opening  of  all  tkeit  we  {ball  be  put  upon  the  opemng 
of  much  Sciiptare,  and  therefore  I  (haU  not  niakeiHift  out  of 
tfaisver. 

'  The  words  tee  arei?t0i«^ and /a/rim^ 
bofhiayoiicBr^ifli^theivordsin  the  HebrewdiArmuehi 
tfcefiiftooffliiiesivoma.wprdtliatfigniftes  to  rfjojcomdUsfei 

£iigii&.woid.JM/l  0(«cs<^t]ieGKekeJ^  agoddcs^  as  the 
'  heathen 
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heathen  (o  called,  that  which  the  Latim  call  Fr/k,  the  GoddLfll- 
both  of  the  earth  and  of  fire. 

The  Jews  had  their  Civitt  fctfisj  and  their  Holj^  fca(Vs. 

Afliengft  their  Holy  Fcafts,  fome  were  of  Gods  appointment, 
ancllbine  of  their  owne. 

Of  God^  appointment^  fome  were  more  folemn?,  fomclefie. 

Their  CivillfeMfis  Wtre  times  wherein  they  tooke  a  more  li- 
^berallufe  of  the  creature,  in  rcjoycingone  with  another  upon 
fome  fpeciall  occa(ion>  this  they  called  a  Gooddaj ,  not  a  Holj 
dajy  fi>  you  have  it,  Ejiher  8.17.  The  lews  hadjej  andgladnejfe^ 
afedfia$$dAg9oddaj\  fo  they  Were  wont  toexprcffe  the  day  of 
feailing,  f^cere  Bonnrndiem^  te  make  a  Good  day  to  th'tir  bre- 
thren; it  will  appcare' by  examining  that  text  of -E/?Afr,  that 
thatdaythoughit  wasfettobekept  every  yeare,  yet  it  was  but 
as  a  good  day  to  them,  and  could  not  be  faid  to  be  a  holy-day;  we 
doe  not  reade  of  any  religious  folemne  exercife  that  they  had  for 
the  day:  Suchadaylt^etobe  ourfiftof  November^  a  Good 
ddj,  not  a  Holj'daj^  wherein  we  have  a  mere  liberall  ufe  of  the 
creature  then  at  other  times,  and  remember  the  mercies  of  God 
withthankfgiving;  But  we  kix^wtheday  is  not  fet  apart  for 
this  end,  fo  as  it  is  unlawfull  to  be  exercifed  in  any  other  thing, 
and  we  (h?U  flie w  afterward,  how  that  A  yes  cannot  be  fct  apart 
4nnually,or  be  made  holy  by  men. . 

Their  Religictu  fenfts  which  they  prefumed  themfelves  to 

make  holy,  were  Qheir^  feafts  rather  then  Gods,  and  for  that 

you  have  the  example  of  7tfr*^^<i«i,  heappomtcda  fcaftevenof 

his  ownehead,  which  here  the  Prophet  fpeakes  ofVit  is  in 

I  King.^^*l^^ll,  Andlerobifdm  (faith  the  text^  ordained  a 

feafi  in  the  eighth  month  ^  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month,  Uks  nn* 

tP  the  feafi  wmch  $4  in  Indahyfo  he  oWeredufon  the  Altar  which  he 

hadmddiinjetheig  the  fifteenth  daj  of  the  eighth  moftth^eten  in 

the  month  which  he  had  devifed  of  his  owne  heart ,  and  ordained  a 

feafi  unto  the  children  ofJfraeL  Markc  hcrCiJeroham  is  rebuked 

for  appointinjg  a  feaft  of  his  owne  heart,  like  the  fcaft  God  had 

appointed;  this  is  no  exculethat  hee  Would  be  an  imitator  of 

God.  Thisreafon  many  think  will  juftiHe  their  fuperfUtious 

wav>  they  doe  but  imitate  what  God  did,  as  thus,  God  had  an 

Ephodfor  thePriefis^  therefore  they  will  have  a  holy  garment; 

f f  f  God 
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God  had  iTemple  confccratcd,  they  will  hive  one  fo  too ;  God 
had  his  feaft  dayes  and  holy-daycs,  they  will  htve  theirs  too  in 
imitation  of  God.  This  very  thing  that  lerok^mm  did,  he  is 
rebuked  for,  that  be  would  fet  up  a  thing  like  unto  Gods. 

Where  God  hath  fet  his  ftampe  upon  any  thing,  we  mtift  take 
heed  we  prefmne  not  to  fet  our  o  wnc  ftamp^.  Snppofe  anf  one 
(houldtakeapicceof  filver,  and  fliouldfct/uftthe  fameftampc 
asneereasheeanthat  the  King  dothuponhiscoine,  be  it  buta 
t  wo  pence,  the  fdVer  is  his  ownc  ;  well ,  but  if  he  come  to  be 
examined.  Why  doe  you  doe  thus  ?  What  hurt,  faith  he,  inhere 
in  it  ?  I  have  done  no  more  then  the  King,  I  have  done  bat  as  he 
dii ;  Why,  may  we  not  follow  his  example  ?  Will  this  anfwer 
thinkeyoufervehis  turne?  It  is  as  much  as  his  life  is  wprth: 
Juft  fuchapleaisthis,  they  will  doe  fiich  andluch  things  in 
Gods  wormip,  why?  God  hath  done  (b  before ,  and  they  doe 
but  imitate  God ;  There  i%  as  much  ftrength  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other.  Therefore  that  wordi  here  [iivifed  of  his  mn»  heanl^ 
in  the  Hebrew  comes  from  a  word  that  (ignifies  f  Ije^  /r- 
roboam  did  lit,  ^'.44*  a  5  •  Hefrnp'Oteth  the  toksns  of  the  tfMrs, 
itisthe  fame  word;  Jerokoam  indeed  in  fetting  this  day  apart, 
he  did  it  under  a  pretence  to  honour  and  worfhip  God,  but 
though  it  might  feeme  to  make  Gods  honour  and  worship  bet- 
ter then  before,  yet  the  Scripture  puts  the  lye  upon  it,  fothc 
word  is  J I  think  this  was  the  reafon  he  fet  it  apart  in  the  eighth 
month,  the  feaft  of  Tabernacles  was  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  fe- 
venth  month,  now  be  would  not  alter  the  day »  but  have  it  the 
fame  day  that  Gods  was,  but  in  the  eighth  month,forthefeaft  of 
Tabernacles  was  appointed  for  this  end ,  to  praifc  God  for  the 
in-gathering  of  the  traits  of  the  earth,  and  it  was  as  upon  oar 
September ;  Now  bccaufeupon  the  fifteenth  of  Septemberptfi- 
hapsallthe  creatures  were  not  gathered  in,  there  might  bee 
Jbme  remay  nirig  abroad,  therefore  lerohoMm  might  have  this  de- 
vice, he  T/ould  way  till  evciy  thing  be  gathered  in ,  till  they  had 
it  in  their  barnes,  and  in  their  veflebi  when  they  had  italUxilly 
in,  and  it  waS  fit  to  eate  and  to  driqke,  then  faith  /fr#^r4»f,now 
it  is  the  time  to  praifc  God  ^  you  praifcd  .God  before  when  ypu 
were  taking  in  ofthefmits,  but  you  have  not  taken  them  all  in, 
you  cannot  come  to  uie  them,  but  now  having  theih  all  iti ,  and 

•    - ^now 
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nowbeingablcto  oiakcufeofth^xii  now  i$  the  time  topraifc 
God.  This  was  leroBoms  wifcdoaie,  w^  he  thoi^ht  to  make 
a  feaft  to  take  the  people  rather  then  Gq4s  feaft.  There  are  no 
fuperiHtioos  men  but  will  have  fbmc  argiioient  and  plea  for 
their  way  es,to  take  the  hearts  of  people  to  embrace  thofe  way  es 
rather  then  Gods  (imple,  plaine  and  pure  Ordinances.  Well, 
but  thoi^h  liToh^m  did  it  under  this  pretence,  yet  he  lies  ftill; 
by  thofe  men  that  will  take  upon  them  to  landifie  dayes ,  or 
places,  or  gar ment8»  or  any  jeftuire  that  God  never  did,  though 
they  lay  they  doe  it  for  Gods  honour  j  to  make  Gods  worlhip 
more  glorious  and  decent,  yet  it  is  a  lie :  Juft  as  thofe  who  will 
makelm^es^  bravcLgolden  Images  #/God,  O  fav  they*  it  is 
for  the  honour  of  God,  but  marke  what  the  text  iaich,  H^ib. 
a.  1 8.  fVh^  frsfitfth  tbcgravm  Image  that  the  maker  thereof 
b4th  gramnit,  the  meltenlmageauda  teacher  of  lies  ?  If  Ima- 
ges be /^^aurn/^^tfifL^,  they  are  books  that  have  abundance  of 
^r*/4fi  in  them,  they  arc  foil  ot  lyes. 

Here  now  arifeth  iij^e  Qiicftion  about  mans  appointing  feafrs, 
whether  there  may  be  holy  feafts  (taken  fo  in  a  proper  fenfe^by 
mans  appointment?  lerobeam  isacoafed  tor  it  plainly  :  and 
Gaiarj^.  to.  there  is  a  cfaaige  upon  the  Galatians ,  and  that  very 
fcverely ,  Teu  obferved^es^  ankmemhs^and  times ^  a$^jeares^  1 
am  afraid^  jtiu  tefi  J  have  kefiewedufmjen  labenr  in  vtAne.  It 
^^peares  by  this  that  peoples  hearts  are  mightily  fet  upon  their 
kulsv  their  dayes,  and  months,  andyeares,  they  weie  loath 
tDbet^keno£rtromthem,fo  that  the  Apdftle  ibeakes  with  a 
deakofbitternefletkffpititj  lamafraUofjeu  that  1  have  Ufi 
my  lJtam\  and  inileed  when  gedly  Miniltcrs  take  paines  a- 
inongift  people  whoie  hearts  arefetupon-fucfa  things  as  thefe, 
for  themoft  part  they  loofetbeiirlabour,  little^oodisdone^ 

Y^a  wiIlfome:fty,to bbfervc  the  Jewiih  d^cs  after  they  were 
aboliihcdhu  God,  that  was  finfull  and^jangerous^  but  wee  doe 
not  keepe  Jewifh  dayes. 

JBto  marke  wjfaat  Aefe  men  fay ,  God  abolifheth  his  owne , 
anjlyetihwthmte  he  gives  Ubeity  to  man  to  fet  up  others.  If 
this wcreicvthat  iqionGeds4ib6liflung  hisowne ,  men  fliould 
haveliberty  tofetuptheir$,thenthc  Chriftians  aretmdera  more 
heavirbondagcahd^eTWSpaedagogie  then  ever  the  Jewes 

Ftfa  ^    were. 
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were,  for  it  is  better  to  have  a  hundred  daycs  ofGodswpoin* 
tingthen  one  of  mans,  it  is  more  honourablcf  urther,if  God  ap- 
point there  needs  no  fcmple ,  as  there  is  if  man  appoint ;  yea,if 
God  appoint  we  may  exped  a  fpeciall  blefling,  and  erticacy, 
andprefenceof  God,  wee  cannot  exped  fuch  things  in  mans 
appointment.  Now  if  this  were  fo,  when  God  hath  taken  a- 
way  Jewilh  Ceremonies,  man  might  lawfolly  appoint  others 
ashepleafeth,  and  when  God  hath  taken  awayjaviftidayes, 
man  might  appoint  other  daycs,  we  may  pray  to  God  with  good 
reafon  to  bring  us  under  that  p?dagogie  of  the  Law  againe ,  ra- 
ther then  to  be  thus  under  msns  power. 

Thus  farre  we  grant  that  upon  any  fpeciall  workeof  God, 
the  very  revolution  of  the  yeare  hath  a  naturahiefle  in  it  to  put 
meinmindeoF  fuch  a  thing:  and  fo  farre  as  there  is  a  natii- 
ralnefle  in  it,  there  is  gpod  in  it ,  I  may  make  ufc  of  it. 
Therefore  I  dare  not  fay  that  it  is  altogether  iinlawfull  at 
fuch  times  to  have  fome  outward  re;  oycing,  when  God  doth 
not  call  for  mourning  (oint  other  way,  ( <v^cept  the  argument 
from  the  extraordinary  abufe  there  hath  beene  of  it  may  bee  of 
force  )  Na^  that  there  may  be  advantage  taken  of  the  peoples 
leafure ,  to  preach  the  word ,  and  to  heire  Sermons  uponluch 
day  es,  we  deny  not.  Wee  know  that  Chrift  was  in  the  Porch 
of  the  Temple  at  thefeaftx^ii>e(lication,  which  waa  one  of  the 
dayes  of  their  owneappointingy  not  that  he  was  there  tooeun* 
ttnance  or  honour  t  he  Feafl;^  but  becaufe  he  had  beene  there  bc^ 
fore  at  another  Feaft  of  Gods  appointment.  Now  there  being  a 
multitude  of  people  at  that  time  alfo  gathered  together,  he  takes 
advantage  of  theconcourfe  of  the  people  to  come  tathe  oot- 
porch  to  preach  to  them.  So  much  therefore  aa  we  may  grant, 
we  will  not  deny.   c\/\^  ■r<>^w'"^V^.<^  rv^  -  -- 

For  the  right  underftandingof  this  point ,  the  letting  apart 
days,,  I  fuppofe  there  are  thefe  two  things  *wiU  be  qocfti* 
oncd. 

Firft,  Why  may  not  govemours  of  the  Church  fet  apart  dayes 
as  wellas-appoint  titties  for  preaching,  orasweUasotlicrt<)f 
themfelves  will  appoint  fuch  tittcs  ,  as  once  a  week  fo  much 
timefetapartforaLcdure?  J 

Secondly,  We  may  appoint  faft  dayes,  and daycaof  thanks-] 
' givfafc 
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giving,thcfe  arc  fct  apart  by  man:  how  commeth  it  to  paflc  then 
that  this  can  be  fcleare  that  a  man  may  appeint  a  time  for  preach- 
ing conftantly  once  a  weeke,  and  he  may  appoint  times  of  fatt- 
ing; and  daycs  of  thankfgiving,  and  yet  not  have  this  liberty,  to 
.  make  a  day  that  may  properly  becalled  u  holy  day  ?  . 

We  muft  cleare  that  poiiit  i'roni  this  objeftlon,  er  elfe  we 
do  nothing ;  and  for  the  clearing  this  we  mud  know  there  is  a 
great  deale  of  difference  in  thefe  three  things,the  right  underftaii- 
ding  of  which  will  cleare  all  the  matter. 

Between  deputation,  anddedicatiQii,  and  fanftification  of  a 

thing,  ' 

I  may  depute  a  creature  to  be  made  ufe  of  to  helpe  me  in 
holy  things,  and  yet  ftill  this  aeature  is  not  fanftifyed 
by  its  deputation,  and  fo  we  doatime  for  a  Ledure,  fuchan 
houre  in  fuch  a  day  is  deputed,  but  the  time  is  not  made  holy  by 
it,the  place  is  deputc/d,  but  is  not  made  holy  by  it.  Yea  I  will 
appoint  fuch  a  garment  that  I  have  when  I  am  in  fuch  a  fervice 
fuch  a  day  to  weare,  but  yet  the  garment  is  not  made  holy  by  it. 
A  creature  is  not  made  holy  meerly  by  being  niade  ufe  of  at  a 
holyexercUcorinahoIy  thing.  As  thus,  fuppofelgo  toread 
the  holy  Scripture,!  make  ufe  of  a  candle  to  reade  it  by,  I  do  not 
make  the  candle  holy  by  this^becaufe  I  make  ufe  of  it.  If  the 
making  ufe  of  a  creature  in  a  holy  duty  did  make  the  creature 
holy,then  it  would  fall  out  generally  in  all  creatures.  I  make* 
iifec^the  very  light  of  the  ayre  wheal  am  reading  and  fpeaking 
holy  things  in  publiqueailemblie$>  I  do  no^make  the  light  and 
ay  re  holy,  becaufe  I  make  u^e  of  them  in  holy  thirigs ;  fo  I  make 
ufe  of  this  houre  to  preach  in,  though  I  make  ufe  of  it  in  a  holy 
duty,  I  make  it  no  further  holy  then  a  man  doth  his  fpedaclcs 
that  be-  ufethio  ^reade  tht  Scripture  by^  Adeiputation  is  this, 
whc^fiich  a  creature  as  I  (haiihinkmbft  commodious  for  fuch 
a  fervice  ihall  be  :pat  apart  for  fuch  a  fervice,  or  when  fiicha 
aeature,as  Liuvexife  of  for  fiich  afervicr>  wiU^b&a  Daturall  and 
ufefidl  belpe  to  me,  to  appoint  it  for  that  fervice  upon  that 
ground*^  .•   ':;:^-''-   •,..>    '*.     ..  ;-  ^  •'. 

l^hefeci^nd  is  dedication,  that  is,  when  I  give  a  thiitg  out  of 
Aline  own  pc^w^,  for  apious  ufe^hat  I  ctimot  make  ule  of  for 
any  other  thinflii»un.^  Ji^  wiieD  a  man  hath  givea'&much  of 
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his  cftate  to  build  «  School  or  an  Hofpiti^U  >  it  m^^  b<  ftid  to  be 
c  ktndc  of  dedication^  be  htth  deroted,  given  away  fo  much  of 
his  eftate  to  that  end,  fo  that  he  cannot  ^1ake  ufe  of  it  hlmfelfe 
to  anothtr  end .  Now  we  doe  not  fo  (ct  apart  the  time  of 
pr^ching,  as  that  we  cannot  make  ufe  of  this  time  for  ^nye*. 
ther  end,  we  may  as  we  fee  czufe  alter  it,  where  it  is  from  9.  to 
1 1 .  w«  make  it  from  two  to  four,  whereas  if  it  were  a  thing 
that  we  had  dedicated,  that  is  given  out  of  ourownpewer^ 
then  it  cannot  be  changed  by  us.Tha:  is  afecond  degree,thi$is  not 
fandifyingyet.         .  . 

Nowfanftification  is  beyond  dedication,  that  is  wheo  any 
<reature  or  time  is  £>.  fet  apart  for  holy  thing  as  it  muft  not  be 
ufed  in  any  thing  but  that  that  is  holy ;  and  though  the  iame  holy 
aftions  be  done  at  another  time,and  with  the  ufe  of  another  cret^ 
tiitr,they  (hall  not  be  accountDlfo  holy  as  at  this  tlmciaQd  when 
this  creature  was  made  ufe  of.  This  is  properly  fandification^ 
andthefettingapircof  any  day  thus,  that  is,  (iichaday  God 
givethtometomake  ufe  of  for  my  occafions,  if  I  (halt  thus 
fet  it  apart ,  {q  devote  it  for.  fuch  a  bufineffe)  as  it  may  not  with* 
out  fin  to  meCwhatfoeverfallethout)be  uied  to  any  ether  oc- 
cafion.  And  feeoncBiy,when  I  have  fet  it  apart  I  Chali  put  £•  much 
in  it  as  if  the  fame  holy  aAions  be  performed  at  another  timcj 
tluy  (hall  not  be  accounted  fo  hely  as  at  this  time,  althoiigh  that 
time  hath  as  much  naturall  fitncs  in  it,  now  X  wnftify  a  time 
to  my  felfe»  but  thus  I  cannot  doe  without;  finne.  Y^CbaU 
finde  that  there  are  thefe  two  thit^  in  all  hblyf  eaft$,and  indeed 
in  all  things  that  are  accounted  holy.  Hrfl  it  Was  a  Imne 
for  them  to  make  ufe  of  that  time  for  atiyothei:  thing,  oranyo- 
ther  wayes  then  God  had  appointed :  Siecondly>the  adionsthat 
rheydidatthatt^me'werefucbaswdtejliotJc  acosf^bktfHQod 
then ifthey  had dooethe  fame  things  sft^anothcctiou}.  Yfait 
wasfo  intfaeirveiy^ayes  of  humiliation,  that  wjere#hcea  yetfr» 
a.  A^jfjoi  E]cpiation,this  ^  muftnot  be  ui(edfor  .^219^.  thiogelfe ; 
and  if  they  humbled  themieivesorfaftedtiponanothatdaysthM 
would  not  have  been  fo  acceptable  to  God  as  upon  this  day-t  ^ 
Werfti^feeitifi^llI  fi^iccftitiaDsoimea  wfaoit  dxyii^  $IArt 
i^ilHte  dayes^oi:  places,  or  tfaings^thcy  pntttiefe  twiyuponthciii« 
AsfocfiaccB,^  Th^  fiiyTf^^may.  appointJi^aficfiTrptapleta 

y  '^      .meet 


the  Ffifbefie  ir/  Ho  s  e  a. 


I    407 


HieeC  in  a  religions  way ;  jtsjbvt  when  coioies  it  to  be  fuperftiti^ 
6Us?Thus,fir(t  when  it  comes  fo  to  befct  apattyfbasl  ihall  make 
Mnfcienceof  nfingof  it  to  any  other  ufe  but  this;  Secondly^ 
when  I  (hall  be  perfwaded  in  my  confcieoce  that  God  accepts 
ot  fervice  done  him  in  this  place  better  then  in  any  other  though 
asiletent  aa  this.  So  for  fuperititions  garments.  You  will 
lay,  may  not  Minifters  be  decent  ?  I  have  heard  a  great  DoAor. 
give  this  argument  for  a  iurplicY;(bmetime  faith  he  I  ride  abroad 
CO  preach  and  my  cloake  is  dirty  ^  is  it  fit  for  me  tocomeinto^ 
a  Pulpit  with  a  dirty  garment  ?  and  therefore  there  is  alwayes 
appointed  &mewhat  to  cover  it ;  it  is  decenf^  Sappofe  it  be 
lb,  butif  itbefothatthisgarment  muftbe  madeufeof  for  no- 
ting but  fuch  a  holy  exercife,  and  Tecondly  if  I  think  the  wea- 
ring of  it  doth  licnour  the  fervice,  and  that  God  accepts  of  the 
fervice  performed  in  fuch  a  garment  rathepthen  in  another,  this 
i$fiipermtion;asinone  place  in  Suffoike  when  that  garment 
wasloft,  there  wu  a  drift  injunftion  to  the  poore  country  men 
that  there  might  not  be  any  fervice  or  fcrmon  till  they  had  got 
another :  for  which  they  were  appointed  ten  daySiand  this  being 
uponafryday,  there  were  two  Sabbaths  without  any  fervice, 
thcrfore  it  is  apparent  they  put  the  acceptation  of  the  duty  upon 
if.  So  for  dayes,  for  any  man  to  fet  apart  a  day,  fo  that  it  (hatl 
be  a  fin,  that  a  mans  confcience  (hall  condemne  him  before  God 
as  (infiingagAtnft  him,rf  he  doe  any  thing  upon  that  day  but  fuch 
holy  daties.Secondly ,  thdtthough  the  fame  holy  duties  be  done 
upon  another  day*  they  ihall  not  be  accounted  (b  acceptable  to 
God.as  done  upon  that  day,  this  is  fuperftitious.  Yet  certainly 
ofthi<  nature  have  many  of  ourdayes  been,  for  if  you  opened 
yonrlhopsjwhat  a  dealeofdifturbance  was  therein  the  city  lit 
^ras  a  prophaning  of  the  day,every  Proftor  and  fiich  fellowes  had 
pawer  given  tliem  to  moleft  you:  2.  did  not  they  accottnt  it  a 
greater  faonourto  God  for  to  have  fervice  read  that  day  then  to 
have  it  n  ad  upon  an  6rdinary  tuefday  or  thurfday?  yea  preaching 
upon  a  Lcfturc  day  that  washot  one  of  their  holy  dayes,  they  ac- 
cour)ted  not  fo  acceptable  unto  God  as  feryioe  upon  that  day. 
Here  cotaes their kiftitution^  their  inlMtntioh puts  upon  irmore 
thenGod  yixts  upon  it/o  it  commtt h  to  be  dtffb j«  Sorifycu  (hoa\d 
fet  aDsrt  this  timevou  calChriflmaffL.lo  as  vou  rtu)uld  makecor- 
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fciencc  of  doing  any  other  fervicror  work  that  day,  and  befidcs, 
you  Qiould  thinke  that  to  rcrember  Chrift  and  to  bleffc  God  for 
Cbrift  upon  another  day  is  not  (b  acceptable  to  God  as  to  doe  it 
upon  that'day.here  comts  in  the  evil  ot  thus  putting  mans  infti? 
tution  upon  day es. 

Well,  but  this  is  not  cleared  except  we  anfwer  another  ob- 

/eftion.    But  doth  not  the  Kin|  and  Parliament  command 

daye  s^ot  fitting  and  dayes  of  thanki^ivinn,ind  arc  not  theyof  tl^e 

'  ftttie  nature?  Will  not  you  fay  it  is  ilnne  for  us  to^opcn  (hops  up- 

tjnthcfc  dayes? 

I  anfwer^our  dayes  for  f aftine  and  thaukfgtving  hav'e  nat thofe 
two  ingredients  in  theiTi,for firll,  if  God  by  his  providence  call 
any  particular  mm  to  any  particular  bufinefle  in  his  family,  then 
("let  this  man  take  heed  he  dojiot  appear  in  a  way  of  contempt) 
he  need  not  have  his  confcience  condemne  htm  though  he  fpend 
all  that  dayin  that  buGncflKThey  may  fct  a  part  a  day  to  be  fpent 
publiquc!y,yet  with  this  limitation,  not  to  cnjoyneevcry  parti- 
cular man,  that  whatfoffver  Gods  providence  callshim  to  in 
particular  bufinefTrs,  he  inuft  leave  o^FaUj  and  make  as  much 
confcience  of  doing  this  as  upon  the  Lords  day. 

You  wiUfay,upon  thcLords  day,if  wehave  any  extraordinary 
thing  fallout^  we  may  go  a  journey  ordobufinefle,asa  Phyfitian 
may  ride  up  and  down,  workcs  of  merq'  may  be  done,  there- 
fore this  makes  no  difF<rrence  bctwccnc  Gods  dayand  thefeof 
mans  appointment. 

I  anfwer.  Though  a  Phyfitian  do  a  workc  of  Mercy  upon  the 
Sabbath  day ,yet  he  is  bound  to  do  it  with  a  Sabbath  dayes  hearty 
as  a  worke  of  mercy ;  whatfocver  calls  him  offfrom  thofe  fcrvi- 
cesthat  are  Gods  immediate  worflup,  he  mufl,  do  that  thing 
witha  Sabbath  dayes  frame  Q^heart,  heisboundin  confcience 
to  do  it  fa,*and  he  finnet h  agaivift  God  if  htr  rides  qp  and  down  to 
Patients  with  fuchaheart  as  he  may  doit  upon  another  day, 
he  may  follow  it  as  abufinefl>  of  his  calling  upon  another  day, 
hutnotfonow;butifhedoeit  with  a  Sabl:athda7es  frame  of 
heart  as  a  worke  of  mercy,  he  keeps  the  Sabbath  in  that.  But  if 
there  were  a  ncccflity  upon  a  Faf):  day  to  ride^fi  mans  confcience 
need  not  to  condemne  him.  before  God ,  ifhee  went  about  that 
worke  as  the  worke  of  his  calling  at  that  time.  It  is  not  therefore 
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fbdcdicttedbut  Gods  providence  may  take  ufo6r  to  do  other 
civill  aAiom^and  that  as  the  workesofojir  idling. 

Secondly >  Neither  is  it  Cohn&iSy^d  stsif  the  fame  workes 
done  at  another  day  were  not  fo  acceptable  toKkH  as  done  upon 
thisda^r  As  oar  faft  dayes  fet  upon  the  laft  wednefday 
of  the  Moneth,  to  thinkc  that  the  work  done  upon  another 
day  were  not  fo  acceptable  to  God  as  done  upon  that 
day,thisisaianftificationottheday^  andfiich  a  fanftification 
is  (inne.  The  fame  anfwer  may  be  given  for  dayes  of  thankf- 
giving.  0 

Beiides,  yet  there  is  another  thing  confiderable,  that  is  in  the 
dating  of  the  time*  Though  men  may  thus  depute  and  appoint 
dayes  to  werfhip  God,  yet  they  cannot  ftate  any  (iieh  daycs^  but 
onely  as  Gods  providence  calls  them  to  it^ccording  to  the  pre- 
fentoccaHon.  Therefore  it  were  certainly  a  (in  ifalkateihould 
appoint  once  every  yeere  to  be  a  Ming  day  inardigiouaway, 
God  did  fo,  but  men  have  no  power  to  do  (b^tbc  reafon  is  tbis> 
becaufe  they  do  not  know  but  God  may  call  them  to  re/oy cing 
upon  that  day,  they  have  not  the  liberty  of  the  time.  AU  that 
wecan  do  is  this»  when  God  calleth  us  to  failing,  we  fliuft  ap- 
point dayes  of  faftii^ ;  when  God  calls  ui  U  rejoyciiig  we  mull  | 
appoint  dayes  of  re  jovciof  •  Therefore  to  appoint  the  time  of 
Lent  as  a  religious  fait  isiinfiill,ind  the  Statute  it  fclf  threatneth 
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I  a  muia  upon  that  man  that  (hall  call  it  a  religions  (af! ;  for  civil 
_  eods  it  may  beibut(faitedfafks  which  are  not  limited  by  provi- 
dence, are  certainly  etill ;  and  fofer  theie  moncthly  fafts  that 
are  now  in/oyned,  if  we  fhouldfay  we  will  have  a  faft  once  a 
monethuDon  this  day  theie  twelve  monethsj  or  tliefe  two  yeers, 
I  perfwade  my  felf  the  State  (hould  fin ;  but  to  have  it  as  long  as. 
Gods  hand  is  upon  us,  as  lon^  as  the  occi^on  lafteth,  and  Gods  .  /^ 
providencecallsnstoit,thatisjuflifiable.  A   ^   i>  4.^-        hCAfUh 

Our  Brethren  in  Scotland  wholly  deny  both  ft ated  Fafts  and 
all  other  dayes:  Nay  they  will  icarce  igccc  to  this  monthly 
faftingwehave,  becaufe  they  are  fo  loth  toyeeld  to  any  fi^fa 
jijumM.  And  I  remember  I  have  heard  of  a  Speech  1^^  lames 
once  made  in  Scotland,  bleifing  God  that  he  was  born  in  fucha 
iime>  and  was  a  member  of  fiich  a  Church;  and  the  reafon  he 
giveth  is  this;  Tor^ith  he,  the  Church  of  Scotland  exceeds 
Ggg '        in 
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Chap.i.  in  this  all  other  Charchcs.  Eii^and  thoi;^  it  halh  pore  4o- 
ftrine,  hath  not  pure  discipline ;  other  Referaied  Chucchcsharc 
pure  doArine  tnd  difcipluie,  but  they  retainc  the  obfenradan 
of  OMiiy  holy  dqre^;  bat  the  Churcm  of  Scotbuid  hath  pm 
doftrineanddifiuplitic,  and  keeps  no  holy  dayes,  and  therefore 
(aith  he,it  is  a  purer  Church  then  any  ip  the  world* 

Thus  I  hare  endeavoured  to  (hew  you  how  far  things  may  be 
fetapart.andhowfarnot^  whenitconuoethtobea  unfer  any 
oneto  lanftifie  a  day . 

By  this  we  «iay  lee  what  a  mercy  it  is  to  be  delivered  fiom 
thofe  men  who  have  robbed  the  Kinjpiome  of  ib  many  diq^es  as 
thev  have,  and  put  ib  many  fuperlhtioas  reipe6b  opoRthem, 
and  (b  have  involved  us  in  &  much  guilt,  blefle  God  tor  delive- 
ring ui  from  theiTi)  and  for  thofe  dayes  tint  God  giveth  us  liber- 
ty toexeicife  our  felves  in  his  wor(kip,let  us  know  our  liberty  in 
them.  Thus  much  foe  thoTefealls  that  are  called  tIMr  feafti^ 
that  were  of  their  own  appointment* 
Her  nevf  m^ons. 
The  ordinance  of  God  in  the  new  moons  is  in  Nmmt.%%.iin 
In  thi  beginning  efyur  mw  meenes  you  (hall  doe  thus  and  thps, 
&c.  It  was  Gods  ordinance  that  the  Jewsatthe  b^umingof 
evety  moneth  (hould  have  a  holy  day^whm  th^luid  a  new  mooo 
they  (hould  keepe  that  day  holy  to  God.  That  which  the  la- 
tineS  call  the  Cakmb^wcxe  their  n^  moimt. 

The  holy  folemnitie  of  thele  dayes  was  in  three  things* 

Txxiky  The  oiferings  thatwerethereappointedbyGodpaiti- 

cularly  forthitt  time  ^  were  many  and€hai^eible»  two  young 

bullocks,  and  one  ramme9fevenlambesof  thefi^yecrwithoiit 

-^^pot^befkles  their  fbwer  andoyiefortheir  tbinke^foingij  and 

one  kid  of  the  goatsior  a  finne-ofelng. 

Secondly^atthefetimestheywetie  wont  torepaire  to  the  Pro- 
phets fbrinftmAion^  to  know  the  minded'  God*  That  vou 
have  1  Kingj{.  23 .  where  the  husband  of  the  Shunamits  Aid  to 
his  wife,  whtrrfere  mlt  tUmgo  t§  bim  toJUf  ?  it  is  mkbir  mw 
wtfMfffar/4|^4^i!rJ[ndeedifiCwerenewmoonorfabbatfcy.ouiasy 
gO)but  while  it  is  neithei^Why  will  you  go  ?  That  imfdyeth  that 
this  was  a  thing  in  ufe  among  the  J  ews  <o  repaire  to  the  Pro- 
phetsforinftruftion,  and  to  heafe  Gods  Word  frooi them  upon 
thofe  dayes* Thiwly> 
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Tfairclly,yca  it  wasunlawfoll  to  buy  and  fell  upon  thofe  dayes. 
jimos  8,5,  ^hen  wUlthi  new  m9one  begone  that  we  maj  fed  corn  f 
they  were  weary  of  it,  it  feein$,becauie  they  might  not  buy  and 
fel  in  ft. 

Thcfe  three  things  we  finde  in  Scripture  upon  their  new 
moones.  Now  Bnxtcrfhim  who  relates  to  usthejewift  way, 
he  tells  us  of  three  other  things  they  were  wont  to  dtie  in  their 
newmoones. 

Firft,  Thofe  that  were  inoft  devout  among  them ,  ufed 
toietaday  apart'  for  faftii^  and  prayer  to  intreat  God  tobleffe 
tde  new  tnoone  to  them. 

a.  As  foone  as  there  was  ah  appearance  of  the  new  moone, 
one  fteppeth  i^,  and  cryeth,  O  th^n  Cr eater  efthe  woenei  be  ever 
bUjfed.tnd  fohe  goes  on  in  the  bencdidion  of  God  for  this 
creature. 

3.  They  ufed  to  leap  and  to  reach  toward  the  moon  fofeone 
as  they  (aw  it,  fpeaking  after  this  manner :  H^e  reaching  to  the 
moone,  we^annet  reach  it  ifoall  cnr  enemies  that  reach  at  us^are 
as  nnoble  to  reach  Hi  to  our  hnrt^  -me  that. 


Lcft.8. 


Bentdidus 
eflo  condi- 
tffi'  tuui  0 

di^M  eft9 

Do'minus 

tuus. 


Ttr  fubfi- 
Hunt  cK' 
lumvtt- 

qudnt^fublifAiuS'poflum^  tento  meRueeft^  lunamq/u  dUoauentef,  ^uetf^klmodum  inaui^ 
utU  noste  verfus  ffibflientes  attingne  te  mm  p^Jfumus^  fie  bt^et  mjhi  omnes  nos  ad mA- 
UmatungertnBbisq-^nocertnonteterimt.  .Buxtorf.Synag^udakc.i7. 

But  why  did  God  appoint  this  feaft  of  the  new  moone  ?  ,     ^ 

It  was  appointed  for  thefe  4.  ends. 

'  I.  Becaufe  God  would  be  acknowledged  to  have  the  go* 
vefDmedtofallinferioor  things  in  the  worla,  and  efpeciaily  of 
all  the  changes  of  timeis. ,  As  the  Sabbath  was  for  putting  us  in 
mittdfeeff  Godtecrcating  the?  world/o  the  new  mooncs  were  ap-. 
pointed  for  them  to  bleflcGod  for  the  government  of  the  world, 
for  many  nations  hate  attributed  much  of  the  government  of 
the  thin^  of  the  world  to  the  moone ;  the  tydes  you  know  ebbe 
and  ffo  we  according  to  the  moone>  the  great  workeibf  God  in 
the  fcas  feeme  to  be  governed  by  God  in  the  ufe  of  that  creature, 
yeathingsfeemetobegaverned  more  /enfibly  by  this  creature 
then  (7  others,  to  the  end  therefore  that  they  might  nciftickein 
the  creature^but  give  God  the  glary :  thcrefgreheappcnnted  the 
feails  of  the  hew  moone;  if  they  had  any  changes  of  times 
and  feafons,   God  cawfed  it,  ratha  then  this  creature,  and 
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as  the  heathens,  fo  they  called  the  Moone  the  ^ueene  ef  heaven, 
and  they  would  not  be  taken  off  frora  ofl&ring  cakes  to  the 
Qijeenc^of  heaven,  they  attributed  all  their  profperity^oher, 
as  we  may  reade  in  the  Prophet.  Now  from  this,  God  would 
take  them  off,  therefore  he  appointed  this  folemnefeaftoUhe 
new  moone. 

2.  God  would  hereby  teach  thatthebriffiiiig  of  any  light  un- 
to us  after  darkneffe,  ismeerely  from  himtelfe,  andhemuftbe 
acknowledged  init«  The  Moone  is  a  glorious  creature ,  and 
cau^th  much  light  >  but  foone  after  there  is  darkneflfe,  and 
after  this  darkndfe  light  fpringeth  up  againe.  Here  is  tSe 
workeof  God,  weo  arc  taught  a  morall  Idlbn  from  this  Feaft, 
that  MS,  Hath  God  at  any  time  brought  darkneflfe  upon  a 
Kiiigdome,  or  upon  afiimity,  or  a  particular  foule,dothhe 
begin  to  bring  light?  He  muft  be  acknowledged  and  pray  fed 
for  it. 

3.  God  would  (^ach  them  this  alfb,  that  the  beginnings  of 
all  mercies  are  to  be  dedicated  to  him ;  when  God  scpewetha 
mercy,  at  thi  tery  firft,  before  it  comes  to  perfetflion  it  is  to  be 
gincn  up  unto  God;  they  were  to  celebrate  this  Feaft  upon  the 
beginning  of  the  light  ofthe  Moone. 

And  laAly,  which  is  more,  this  aymed  at  Chrill ,  as  all  other 
Ceremonies  of  the  law  did.  It  pointed  out  our  condition  in  our 
({(pending  upon  Chrifl: ,  for  our  light  muft  be  renewed  by  our 
conjuniflionwithJeiiisChriftwlio  is  the  Sunne  of  righfeouf^ 
ncfle ;  as  the  light  c^  the  Moone  is  renewed  by  her  con/undion 
with  the  Sonne,  that  gives  the  ereat  light  to  the  world.  And  as 
.the  light  of  the  Moone  increaieth  as  it  takes  it  from  the  Suooc^fe 
doth  our  Light  increafe  as  we  take  itftom  theSunof  righteooi^ 
neflc.  Thus  this  feafl  was  typicall,  and  thi^  we  fee thefe  Feafls 
were  of  fpeciall  iifr. 

But  when  they  come  to  abufe  thefe  Feafts,  faith  God,  I  will 
take  them  away,  you  £hall  have  no  more ;  jind  therefore  Ifai.  i . 
God  pxofcQcthM /oat  hiffjr  off  heir feaftsy  and  amongft  others  of 
their  Nejp  Moones,  Not  but  that  they  wew  holy  in  themfclves, 
but  when  theycame  toabufc them,  by ladding their ovynefuper- 
ftitious  vspities ,  or  clfc  had  not  the  due  end  for  which  God  ap- 
pointed them,  then  God  is  offtndcd.  NowlaithGod,  youac- 
^  '    '  knowledge  j 
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knowledge  darknefle  to  be  from  mt  y  and  light  to  be  From 
me,  and  change  oftime  to  be  from  me,  but  what  ufe  doe  you 
make  of  your  time  ?  You  fceme  to  give  up  the  mercies  you 
recciye  unt©  me,  but  you  doe  not  honour  me  with  them ,  nor 
for  them. 

Youfcemetothinkeofthe  Mefftas  in  theft  things,  but  your 
hearts arenot  with  him  ,  biit  all  your  wayes  are  after  your  hifts. 
1  loath  your  feafts.  Juft  as  ifa  man  comes  to  God  and  prayes 
dcYoutlyy  Lord  lead  me  not  mo  umftation  ,  and  aflbone  as  hee 
hath  done,  he  prjefently  goes  int«  wicked  company.  God  loa*- 
theth  you  forcing  quite  croffe  to  your  prayers  :  you  pray.  Lord 
give  m  this  day  our  daily  bread^  as  if  you  (hould  fay ,  Lord  I  de- 
pend upon  thee  every  day  for  my  bread,  and  for  a  bleflingupon 
all  my  outward  eftate;  and  affoone  as  you  have  done,  you  cozen, 
and  cheat,  and  goeprefently  to  the  Devill  for  your  bread:  God 
loatheth  thefe  ^praytrs  %{  yours  ,  as  God  loathed  their  New 
Moooes,  becauie  when  he  appointed  fuch  a  kindeofworfhip 
for  thofe  and  thofe  ends,  yet  they  went  quite  contrary. 

Yet  there  are  two  things  exceeding  oblervable  about  thefe 
New  Mooncs*  Wee  often  reade  of  thefe  things,  butweepaffe 
them  over  and  doe  but  little  mindethem. 

•  Firft,  God  will  have  the  glory  of  bis  creature,  of  the  New 
Moone,  and  tfiat  folemnly,  .yet  it  muft  be  at  that  time  when  the 
Moonc  is  very  little,  fcarce  any  at  all,  it  muft  not  be  at  the  Full, 
when  the  Moone  is  moft  glorious,  God  doth  not  call  to  be  glo- 
rified in  that  creature  when  it  is  fullcft  of  glory ;  but  wht  n  that 
creature  is  (as  we  may  fay^  in  the  mcanelt  condition ,  when  it 
hath  butt  little  light  beginning,  fcarce  any  at  all,  then  God  will 
be  ^orified.  This  is  the  inftruftion  and  morall  Icflbn  from  herxe, 
which  is  no  ftrained  one,  but  I  thinke  intended  by  God  himfelfe, 
in  appointing  this  Feaft,  in  that  God  will  have  the  glory  due  to 
him  fern  this  creature  in  the  beginning  of  its  light ,  rather  then 
at  any  other  time.  We  are  taught  in  this. 

That  there  is  a  great  deal  of  danger  when  we  are  giving  God 
the  glory  of  the  CFeatuie,of  fticking  in  the  creature,&  not  paflin<j 
through  the  creature  fpeedily  ei^oug|i,and  going  from  it  to  God. 
Cod  is  very  jek>us  of  his  glory  this  way.  God  hath  made  many 
glorious  creatures  indced^&  h«  would  have  his  glory  &om  all  his 
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creatures,  he  would  have  us  give  due  efteemc  t6  his  creature; 
but  when  we  eftteme  it  for  any  excellency  that  is  in  it ,  God  is 
jealoQs  left  any  of  his  glory  fliould  ftick  in  the  creatnr^^tberefcnre 
hecalsforitatthattimewhenthecreatureismoft  meane.  That 
isthereafonthatGodU  Otdinances  areibplaine,  wee  have  but 
plaine  bread,  and  plaine  wine,  and  a  plaine  table ,  and  no  brave 
pompous  attire ,  becaufe  God  faw  that  >y hen  wee  afe  todeale 
with  him  fpiritually,  if  wee  had  pompous  things  we  would 
ftick  there ;  and  wee  fee  men  that  are  taken  fe  with  pompous 
things,  they  give  not  God  that  glory  that  is  due  to  him,but  they 
ftick  much  in  the  creature  y  and  honour  it  rather  then  God.  It 
feemes  that  the  Heathens  making  the  Meone  to  be  their  God- 
defle,  efpecially  looked  at  it  when  it  was  moft  light  ,  as 
appeares lot^i.  therefore l^b to cleare himfelfefromtiiat Ido- 
latty,  faith,  verle  i5.  If  1  behtld  tist  Stm  when  Ujhhed^  or  ribe 
Mscne  walking  in  brightnejfe:  They  ufed  to  worfhip  the  Moone' 
thus  wh^n  they  faw  it  walks  i^  brightnejfe  ^  becaufe  thry  could 
notreachtheMoone,they  ^r/^wAn/i/,  and  fo  bowed  tethfc 
Moone,  in  acktx)wledgement  of  a  Deity,  therefore  Mwduld 
free  himfelfe  from  that.  If  I  beheld  the  Meent  wulkfng  in  bright* 
nepjor  ifmy  mouth  have  kijfedmfhdnd^  that  is,  faith  he,I  have 
not  worffajpped  this  creature.  This  is  it  I  note  it  ^r,  that  when 
the  creature  is  moft  glorious,  there  is  danger  of  giving  God  the 
lefle.  It  is  thus  with  us  many  times,  God  hath  many  times  more 
gloiy  from  us  when  our  eftatesare  little,  then  when  they  arc 
very  great ;  there  is  many  a  mad  who  when  he  hath  beene  in  full 
light  of  prolperity  never  minded  God ,  but  when  God  hath 
brought  him  into  darknefTe,  then  he  hath  given  God.  g^oty  >  and 
then  it  hath  beene  indeed  moft  acceptable,  becauie  then  he  fees 
Gods  hand  helping  him  without  the  creature. 

Further,  God  had  moft  glory  from  the  Moone  when  it  had  the 
ieaft  light,  fo  God  may  have  glory  from  us  though  oisx  light  bee 
extinguKhed,  it  is  no  great  matter. 

There  is  yet  anotherthing  that  is  as  remarkeable  concerning 
thisFeaft.  You  (hall  obferve  what  difference  there  is  betweene 
the  Feafts  of  the  New  Moones  by  Gods  appointment  tinder  tfce 
Law,  andtheFeaftsoftheNew  Mootieft  as  they  aire  fet  forth  to 
usin  J5*f^#r/.  lUy  this  for  aground,  that  thofe  Chapters  in 
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i^«^if/ from  the  fbartk  and  ibeni  thoughtlieyieemeto/petke 
eftfae  Jews  Ceremonie^j  and  Temple^  and  Fe«s»  yet  thefoope 
of  thole  text$  is  to  fet  out  the  glorioiu  cooidition  of  the  Chureh 
ofGodinthetimcottheGofeell;  As  in Ifa. 66. ^i.  Thin  they 
JbdHwarfiif  mnfrom  SdbbdUitd  Sabbdth^  Mdfr^m  Mopne  to 
ilfa#if^,  t{iatis>  their  conflantworihip  (hall  be  in  cooiparifon 
as  a  Sabbath,  and  they  fliallnot  ondy  wi»:(kip  me  at  the  begin-- 
ning^eftheMoone^butalltimeSy  theic  worflatip  fhall  befo  jiill 
andib  eonftant^  Therefore  though  in  that  place  oi£^k}^t  there 
befpeakinp  of  New  Moones  and  other  Feafts^  yet  it  v$  to  iet  out 
thecondition  and  blefledeftate  of  the  times  of  the  Cdfpel  under 
thofefluulows  and  types,  the  Prophet  fbeaking  according  to 
the  Jewifh  language  in  that  way.  This  being  granted,  let  us 
compare  the  inltitution  of  the  Feaft  of  the  New  Moone,  in 
NHmb.%%.  witK  whatis  faidin  E:ceki^6.  In  Nmmb.  ii.  you 
ihallSnde  there  that  they  were  to  offer  fn-  abmrnt  offering  two 
BmBock^^one RMHme^andfiven  Lambs,  butnow  iriE^k.^6,6. 
In  the  dayesof  theNcwMoonc,  there  (hould  be  but  oneSuBock^ 
mdpx  Lambf.'  God  hi  tnfelfe  had  faidj  that  in  their  New  Moons 
they  (houldoflfertwo  Bullocks  and  feven  Lambs,  yet  when  the 
Prophet  would  fet  out  aiBoie  gloeiQua  condition  of  the  Church, 
he  laith  ^  thiey  fliould  not  oftr  £>  much  as  they  did  before,  they 
{hould  djSer  but  one  Bullock  vA  fixe  Lambcs.  What  are  wee 
taugktfromthis? 

WctMta]M{htbythiitwoe«oallehtlefExia>  which  tretherear 
foil  of  the  diftrence* 

iFirft,that  there  is  fuch  a  blefled  fc&iate  of  the  Gofpell  comming, 
that  fluU  net  befiibjeft  to  fuch  changes  as^th  been  heretofore, 
butaiBomiQlkdconditiMofp^saceandfcftv&  that  they  fhall 
not  haye  fiicfa  eccafion  to  blefie  God  for  his  providence  in  the 
chai^^jof  times  as  before  tl^  hfl(d.  Their  ibieflonity  of  the 
NewMoone,  t|uttia,  oU^iog  that fpirituill thing ttlst  was 
done  in  a  ceremonious  w«y,  that  waft  to  give  God  the  glory  for 
theciiaogmfthnea:npwinthettmesofthe<3o^Kd,  they  (ball 
not  have  fi>  many  SaorifiQes,  tomakeitfiichafolemne  bufindfe 
«fitwaslfaen>  Why  ?  bccaitfethe  Qufchfliall  be  in  another 
coaditionof  moiDe  reft  and  ^fety^  and  mocr  cooftaocy  intfaeir 
WMTcs,  nothufriedup  and  downeby  mens  hunours,  andlufta^ 
'  andwilsaabeforct  Secondly^ 
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.  Secondly,  that  cbeftite of  t|ie  Gofpdl  ihaUnatbeibfhbjeA 
to  danger  ticitber  astt  was  before^  tlieiT  (hall  not  betlntocct- 

ihontoDlefle  Godforbiogineof  l^htpcdcntljr  after  darknefie, 
tor  that  isonecndl  of  tlic  f  ealt  of  the  New  Moone ,  that  when 
they  could  not  fee  the  Moone  a  great  whUe^  itnd  it  was  darke^  as 
ifthat  creature  had  been6  loft  out  of  Hearen  9  now  they  fee  it  a- 
gaine  they  were  toblef&Godfbrit :  But  in  the  time  of  the 
Gofpellthat  is  commingf  there  (hall  bene  (iich  datkoet^this 
time  is  not  yet  come,  we  yet  had  need  to  have  our  (even  lambcs 
andtwobullocks^  for  we  have  much  darkeneife^  thole  places 
in  Ez^ek,^  tyme  at  (bme  (peciall  time  more  then  otlier,  there 
is  aglorioustime  of  the  (late  of  the  Churchy,  when  there  (hail 
not  oe  liKh  occafion  of  bleOing  God  for  delivering  us  fron  dark- 
nefle  as  there  hath  been. 


JovtaUtey 


c 

The  !^(inth  LeSurc^. 

Ho  s  s  A  a.  II. 

1  vpiU  dlfo  CMtft  M  hit  wnrth  t9  €i^c^  her  fcdft  ^Mif^  h$r 
ntvf  meencs  dndher  faid^d^s/midiherffflcmntfidfis. 

f  the  Jewifh  fiiw  m^mu  the  laft  dayj  God  duca- 
tens  Ukewife  to  take  away  her  SMMht. 

PltUdrch  thoif htthat  the  SsMdth  of  thejews 

was  fttxnSnht^sjn  name  of  BMccbmjAot  fignifies 

tolivtJHimdly^Mndhriiivily^ndwurrUj.  Indeed 

the  Sabbaths  that  many  kekp  may  havefich  a  derivation,  tlnr 

Sabbaths  are  Sabbaths  dEBMcbm^  ito  be  meiry^  and  to  eatCi  and 

drinke^and  play,  is  the  end  of  all  thek  Sabbaths. 

But  the  word  hath  a  better  root.  God  would  have  us  upon 
the  Sabbath  rr/?firom  all  other  works,  that  we  truybefreeto 
cenverfe  with  him :  therefore  it  is  (b  much  the  more  inezcu(id>le 
if  when  we  have  nothing  eLfe  to  do  we  (hall  deny  to  convoke 
WfthGodasherequiKethofus.   JUfiricndfliould  come  to  your 
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h0Bkto€omcgCe withy Wr,  aad  iic  Should  kaowywa  have  no 
hafme^tot$kcjoixvtp^yttyoa  wilKcarceiifettini,  or^nsnd  a 
little  time  with  him^wiU  he  not  take  it  Ui  ?  It  indeed  you  could 
faiYefi]ckttiexoiretbttfo«rbufii3diei$  ezmordtsury)  though 
ycnrtiflxebeldifij^oufpQid  wiihhifliy  it  wooldliotMlaiiltir 
ken ;  but  when  he  knows  jou  have  nothing  to  doe^  andyct  you 
deny  tune  to  cooverfe  with  him ,  will  not  this  be  taken  for  a 
^igfatiiig  him?  Thn6  yoo  deale  with  God  ;  Had  you  indeed 
great  occaiiofis  and  bunnefles  to  doe  upon  that  day,  though  you 
4idiKicfbconveiiewithGodinholy  duties^  it  were  another 
aiatur ;  God  might  accept  of  mercy  rather  dico  facriHce.  But 
whenhefhallappoinfyoua  day  to  reft,  wherein  you  have  nd- 
tfctng  to  doe  bm  to  coorrerle  with  hisn ,  yet  theo  to  dti^  it^ 
thisisaflcighiingofthc  MajeftyofGod. 
'  Now  the  Jews  had  divers*  Sabbaths^  omongft  others  tfiefe 
wo?epiincipaU  ones,  The  Sabbaths^'daye^^  and  the  Sabbaths 
pfyecres. 

The  Sabbath  of  dayes.  Every  feventh  day  they  had  a  Sab- 
bath|  and  it  was  kqx  unto  the  Ix>rd.  Now  this  Feaft  of  theirs 
hadfi)mewhatin4t  Memorative^  fomewhat  Signiiicative,  and 
fomewhat  ¥ig^rative.  It  was  4  Memorial! /a  Signe,  and  a 
Figure.;^''   •« 

*  A  Memoriall  of  two  things : 

1.  Ohheyvorh  of  Gods  Creation.  AftarGod  had  fidifked 
his  works  of  CreatioUythen  he  refted,  and  fanAified  tkcfeveoth 
dty»  And /^/^a.beiogappointedior  the  Sabbath,  theAigu-- 
ment  of  it  is  the  cdebniting  the  memotiall  of  Gods  ^ett 
\iDfka. 

2.  CtftfadrdelivetanoeoutofEgypt,inreii9cfabcanceoftke 
reftthat  God  didgiv^  them  from  their  bondage.  So  you  have  it . 
DcMt.  5*  2  ^ZjUmemim  thai  thoHUPdfi  a  fervsntintieJatui  ^ 
Epff,  Mndthat  the  Lordthy  Goiibrmghtfkei  tmt  tbeme/hrtmgh ' 
dmigbtj  h^mdy  and  bj  a  firetchid-oi^t  urme :  Tlwrtf^rc  he  r#j»r 
iumdiXthee  t$  kgif  theSaibmhdsy. 

Secoodly,itwasSigDifiaitive,JlSipie.  ^jri^tgi.iy.  If  ssx 

fignebetwHfieme^u$dAtMldri»9flfr4ilf4^        :  And  twii^. 

It  iisfignf  bttwetm  mt  and  f  09$^  that  1  am  the  Lord  than  Jioefan^ 

SHfi9  jm.  God  made  k  a  figne,  that  as  this  day  was  by  his 
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comtntnd  to  be  fioKfUSedyfecapait  from  other  dayes/oGod  bzd 
fet  apart  this  nation  of  the  Jews  from  other  nations. 

Thirdly  9  it  was  Figurative^  it  did  figure  out  or  typifie  the  reft 
that  did  remaine  for  the  people  of  God.  Heb.  4.  There  rcmmn^ 
fthMreftfpihepiPfU  efGed^  both  here  in  the  time  oftheGoI{«^l, 
and  inheavcn  eternally. 

Now  we  are  to  know  there  wasfome  ipedalty  infhisday 
of  reft>  in  this  Sabbath  of  the  Jews  more  then  in  any  other  &d>* 
bath.  As, 

Firft)  intheAottaaity  of  it.  It  was  the  moik  ancient  of  all 
the<]ayes>  fet  apartfor  any  holy  ufe,  beii^  from  the  time  of 
theCrearion. 

Secondly ,  it  was  written  with  Gods  owifc  finger  in  the 
Tables. 

Thirdly,  God  rained  no  Manna  upon  this  day,  and  diat  e^ 
ven  b^ore  the  Law  was  givoiin  Mount  Sinai «  tor  the  honour 
of  this  day. 

4*  The  whole  week  doth  take  denomination  from  the  Sab- 
bath. Lmksit.1%.  Ifdfitwkeintbermks^tyNioc.aSmkkmb^ 
fo  the  words  are  in  the  Greek.  S&MM^kJl6.^.  Thefirft  day^^f 
thi  »«tj  the  firft  ofSM^ths^  fp  the  words. 

5 .  This  Sabbath  is  called  an  everlafting  Covenant  by  way  of 
eminencie*  as  if  nothing  of  Gods  Covenant  were  kept  if  this 
werenot.  Exoi.iui6.TiJluiMkfeftbe Std^bmh  fer^ycrpetM^ 
dUCevemoft.  :>- 

Yea^.  God  puts  a  remembrance  upon  thisd^^jaiklxibt  upon 
^  any  other  Sabbath.  If  a  friend  who  would  &ine  oonverfc  with 
-lor^^you,  fend  to  you  three  or  fouredayes,  or  a  week  beforehand,  1 
pray  thinkof  that  day^J  wiU  come  to  you  then  and  converfe 
with  youi  we  will  enjoy  ooxnmunk)f4tog^?rher;  now  if  wfaeu 
he  doth  come  he  (hidlfinde  you  mtpioyed  in  unheceffiuy  bu- 
Iine(!cS)  will  he  take  it  well?  uod  doth  fd  vvith  you,  faith 
>4^ti^vjhGod,  IdeGretocDnvecfCvWtfhyour  fouks^  and  I  appoint  you 
ruchaday,thinkeofit>reaiemher  that  day  that  you  and  I  may 
be  together,  and  converfe  fleetly  one  with  another;,  if  God 
r^  r    ftidcyou  then.occup?::d  in  UBoeccflkty  brtfincffeSj,  he  wiUnbt 
»;^H    takeitivwU. 

I      This  Sabbath  tbe  Jcwsrtjojif^dm^ch  in  ^  andkUffedfi^eJftr  ih 
I  Ncbim, 
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Nihem,^.!^.  as  a  great  mercy.  And  PhiloJmUw  fpcakii^of 
ciic  Fourth  Commandement  faith  ^  It  is  a  famous  precept>  and 
profitable  to  excite  all  kindfe  of  vcrtuc  and  piety.  And  the  He- 
brews fay  we  muft  lanftifie  the  Sabbath  at  the  coinming  in 
and  going  out ,  and  blefle  God  that  hath  given  us  this  Sabbath : 
Yea^  it  is  called  by  fonitt  of  the  Hebrews,  fhe  viry  Jefin  rfJajcs; 
And  Drufim  telleth  of  a  Jew,  who  when  the  Sabbath  day  ap- 
proaeheil,  was  wont  to  put  on  his  bed  doathcs,  faying,  C0me 
my  Sf9Hfe^&c.  as  being  glad  of  that  day,  as  a  Bride-groomeof 
his  Spoufe.  It  is  not  my  worke  to  handle  the  point  pt  the  Sab- 
kath-iUy,  ot  Lf  r df' Jay  now y  but  to  open  it  tswe  haTC  ithere 
in  the  Text,  to  fliew  what  kinde  of  Sabbath  the  Jews  had;  onely 
obfervc  this. one  thing  about  this  Sabbath  ;  If  you  compare 
NHmb.%%.9.  with  Eiuki^^.^  you  (ball  finde  that  the  offerings 
in  the  time  of  the  Gofpel  propbefied  of>  were  more  then  thofe 
wer<  in  the  time  of  the  Law.  In  Nnmh*  you  find  but  two  Lamh, 
but  in  E^l^i  yon  Rndc  fix  iMmh  and  a  Ram  fot  the  Sab- 
bsth :  This  by  way  of  type  fhewes,  that  in  the  fetled  times 
of  the  Gofptl,  Ck>ds  worfhip  upon  the  Chrifcian  Sabbath 
fhould  befolemnizedmoreiiilly  then  it  was  in  the  time  of  the 
taw-  • 

A  The  next  is  the  Sabfcwiths  of  yeeres,  and  they  were  of  two 
Cbrts.  There  was  one  to  be  kept  every  ftven  yeares,  and  an- 
other every  fcvcn  times  feven ,  every  fiftieth  yeere.  Every 
ferenth  yeere  there  was  a  reft  of  the  land  ;  as  every  ftventh 
d^^  ^ere  wa^a  reft  of  the  labour  of  their  bodies^  fo  every 
icventh  yeetfo  there  was  t  reft  of  the  land.  Excd.  23.  xx>.  Six 
yeerfj  tho$$  Jbah  fdwe  thy  land  and  gather  in  the  frnits  thereof^ 
but  in  thefiventh  yeere  thou  Jbalt  Jet  it  refi  and  lie  JHB ;  they 
muft  not  prune^  their  Vines  ,  nor  gather  their  vintage  one 
ye^  ip  feveUp  The  Sabbath  of  dtyes^  fignified  that  they 
th^mielves  were  tlpe^Loffls,  therefore  they  ce2^ft  from  their 
owne  labours :  But  the  Sabbath  of  yeeres,  the  refting  of  the 
Und  (^nified  that  tbeland  was  the  Lords,  at  Gods  difpofe,  and 
that  they  were  to  depend  upon  the  prdvidence  of  God  for  their 
food  in  the  land ;  God  would  diipoie  of  the  land,  when  they 
(houldplo  w^  and  when  they  (hQuld  fow,and  gather  in  the  f  niits 
thcrcotasJieplealed. 
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We  muft  acknowledge  (tbatisthcmortllof  itcooarfelvef) 
thtt  all  lands  are  the  Lords,  and  the  fruit  that  we  enjoy  fram 
thclanditisathis  difpofing-  If  any  man  ftiould  aske,  what 
Ihould  we  eatc  that  feventh  yeare,  feeing  they  might  not  plow, 
nor  fow,  nor  reape,  neither  have  vintage,  nor  harv eft  ?  The  Lord 
anfwer$thcm,/>t/iM5.2o,2i.  Iwillcommdndmy  bUjftngnfQn 
J4H  in  thifi  xt  leen,  md  itfidii  bring  f or thfrmt  for  three  jemree. 
God  you  fee  will  not  have  any  to  be  loferc  ty  his  fervice.  Let  as 
truftGod  then,  though  perhaps  you  have  now  one  yeerein 
whkh  you  have  no  trac&ig ;  People  txy  out ,  Oh  this  twelve- 
month we  have  had  no  trading  iiit  be  City ,  we  can  get  no  rent 
out oftheCcuntrey  neither.  Do  notmurmnre,  tn&Goi;  It 
may  be  God  hath  beene  before-hand  with  many  of  you,  you 
have  had  hill  trading  formerly  that  may  preferv€  you  comfor-^ 
taWy  now  :  If  not  before,  traft  God  for  the  next ;  the  Jews  were 
faine  to  trtift  God  every  fcwnth  yeare »  they  hod  ndthing  ccmi- 
ming  in  for  one  y  eate  in  feven.  If  (^icejn  aU  youk'  lifetitne  God 
takeaway  yonrnrading  upon  ettraordifiary  occasion ,  doe  noC 
murmiu'e^  doe  not  give  Icfle  to  the  poore  now  j  I  Ipeake  to  thofc* 
whom  God  hath  WcflVdin  former  yeeres,  foasthat  they  art 
not  onely  able  to  fubfift  ,  but  to  give  too  ;  See  for  this 
peut.%.^,  Bepuire  ehett  frjefi  net  in  thine  hdnrt  the  fouemth 
yeere  u  at  bdnJ,  dnd  thine  eye'  be  eviM  s^aimft  thj  feore  (fre^ 
ther ,  dnd  then  givefi  him  nought ,  nndhe  cry  unto  tht  Lord 
Mgainfl  thee ,  dnd  it  he  Jmnt  nnte  thee^  If  now  bccaofe  yoa 
have  HOC  fuch  a  luU  Income  ets  ywi  were  Wom  to  fnrve  in 
your  twding ,  if  a  poore  company  of  diftrefliM  plundered 
people  come  among  you  and  defireyeufhelp;  ifyoudeny  to 
relieve  them ,  if  they  cry  unto  God  againft  you^  it  wfli  bcfinrtc 
untoyoo. 

Now  thisreftoftheland  v(rastoputthemkimiiideth4ttStt!e 
wasatimecomBiingwhcn  God  wlUfite  them  frbfty labour  ;• 
Now  they  werefeincto  eatcthek  bread  in  the  fweat  of  theit 
browes,  but  God  would  fopply  then)  once  in  fevcn  yeares  with- 
out the  fweat  of  their  browea  in  tilKng  thekod,  fiicvdlr^ 
thatthcre  was  arime  wherein  God  would  bring  hispeopleto 
foch  a  reft  that  tbg^  ihoutd  hav  ^fciUfiipply  of  all  thing*  Wrthout 
labour* 

But 
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Butfurtker y  befidcs  ttiif  tbere  wa6  a  feeoud  thing)  in  this  Left. 9. 
fnrtfitiiycere  all  debts  thtt  thtir  brethren  owed  to  then  wercco 
he  nzletted.  Beu$q.  15.  it  is  called  there,  the  Lords  reUfft,  the 
Lord  ismercifuUto  thofethat  are  in  debt.  God  knowes  what 
a  grievous  burthen  it  is  for  Unpeople  to  be  in  debt,  it  i$  indeed 
an  inconceivable  burthen ;  rich  men  whoatefuU-handed  do  not 
underibnd  what  a  burthen  it  is  for  men  to  hang  upon  every 
bufh^to  bein  debt  to  every  man  they  deaie  with ,  they  cannot 
fleepe quietly,  they  can  have  but  a  little  joy  and  comfqrt  in  their 
lives ,  the  burthen  is  ib  grievous.  Now  God  in  nercy  to  his 
people  that  they  might  not  all  their  dayesgoe  under  fucht  bur- 
then, and  ib  have  little  joy  of  their  lives,  therefore  he  granted 
this  favour  tothem,thatence  inilrvenyeares  their  debts  were  to 
be  tdeafed :  But  it  was  the  debt  ofan  Hehrewy  Dtnt.  15.15.  For- 
rabgnens  debts  they  weren^t  bound  to  odieafe :  By  that  we  arc 
toleamctbisinftrufticb,  that  there  Should  be  more  pity  and 
cdmmiferation  (hewen  to  thofe  that  are  our  brethren  in  the 
fcfti,  or  our  brethren  iu  rlcgard  of  Religion  or  godlincffe,  inre^ 
gardofthcir debts thentoothers.  Itistrue^there^is  acomj^nt 
of  many  that  are  %o^^  thatthryhaare  little  care  ahd  confictena? 
iopay ing  their  dcbtscciiejuftn^fle  of  thit  cpnplaint  I  know  not, 
buttfarremaybe  flothfiiineflein  many*  if  not  unfaithtulhefle, 
and  if  tl»vbrx»icidhpfiiamlifiifaithluines  in  iosncit  i$  enough 
to  cadan  aj^erfioci  jx^xxi  all  that  arc  gOdly :  but  though  thoib 
thataregodly  IhoaldbesiooocaretfaUi^  pay iilgtheir debts  then 
othet:s,bBt  if  ahejtiamoaij^QU  ace  bouodto  be  more^mercihiluDto 
them  then  to  others,  bccaufe  they  are  godly,  and  nottofetketo 
fiakeaxkadtsigetfat  Tathor^apciathem,  bccaufe  they. are  godly, 
this  is  aioleaad  a  wicked  l^rti  totake  advantage  fomuch  the 
istfaei^if  tiB]vfc«ibthemfodybyiandifl^  in  their  caUiDg,and 
itbeiU3ei^a|itDi(idanceiQf  God  amd  not.ftny  ilagligenceof 
tiidrs^  tfadu  art  bouittl  to  £be w  jBodi  co najnift vation unto  them. 
Indnt  foreaaoied  place,  J)  tut,  1 5^p.  Bewnrt  thtr^  h  not  tm  tviU 
bugn  imtkiCy  \to  briift  wHrcifuU  to  thj  foore  trottur  bfcsmfi  of 
ttkySmmnrkftm  e$  r^pofth^mmnd.ionbe^  tq  Ut 

nUafedthdtfeventh  jedte^  but  ( verfe  1  o'. )  thou  Jbsilt  furelji  pw 
k  UmmUti^hoo^/hdnot  b^^             bof^wfefortbitbhg^tbe 
L^dtkj  GUfioMMtfttb^finaUsbji  T^^rkis ,  mdi9Mil'tbmt thorn 
.    •• Hhh  3 pittojt 
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fHttiji  thj  kandftnta.  ^  Natwitli(^icling  there  mu&bcacti&ti* 
6tiofc'plowiiig,and  fowing;and  vintage  in  the  fcvetitt  yecr,  yet 
notwithftanding  thou  wert  bound  to  releafe  thy  tiebtinthcfc- 
venehyeer,  yet  you  snuft  do  this,  and  not  do  it  grudgingly,  yoa 
muft  not  murmure  and  fay,  what  ^oth  God  requ  re  of  us  that  we 
muft  n<rithcr  plow  nor  fow,  and  that  we  muft  releafc  onrxiebts 
and  give  too,  nay  and  give^  and  not  have  our  hearts  grieved  too,  j 
that  we  tnuft  not  complaine  of  this  ?  Oh  my  brethren,  Godlo- 
veth  exceedingly  checrfiiU  givers,  and  hearts  inlarged.  with 
bowels  ofcompalfion,  he  doth  hot  love  hearts  grumbling  tnd 
ob jeifling  againft  giving.  Many  men  have  n6  quicknefTe  of  un* 
derftanding  in  any  thing  elfe  but  againft  Vrerkes  of  mercy,  how 
qwckearetheyin  their  objedtions,  and' can  finde  fiich  fubtie 
ways  to  fave  their  purfes  that  a  man  would  wonder  at  it,againft 
this  there  is  a  felemne  charge  'Diut^i^.ii.ThoH  Jbdlt  o»enthy 
hamd  wide  unt^  thy  hr  other ^to  the  f§r  4md  needj  in  tipe  Imti* 

The  third  thing  to  be  done  once  in  feven  yeers  was  the  releafe 
<A  fervants  too,they  muft  go  free,and  they  muft  not  be  fent  awty 
empty  neither,as  ver .  1 8,  of  that  Dent,  i^.h  JbiA  notfieme  hMrd 
tMtbeewhen  then  fenJeft  him  nmny  free frfinethee^  yott muft  give 
them i^or^y  ,<8  ver.  14:  It  is  true, we  arenot  bound  to  the  letter 
of  tbis,every  feven  yeers  to  do  thus,  bat  there  is  a  merall  equity 
in  it, when  ler? ants  have  done  yaufaithti)ll&ryicf  ,y^i  nmft  not 
thinke  that  it  is  enough  that  you  give  thorn  meate,and  drink,  and 
cloth,but  you  muft  be  (:arefuU  of  your  forrahte  how  they  ftiould 
Hveafter  theyaregone  6:0m  you.  T^cwtttbefirft  fabbath  of 
yeers.  >    / 

But  the  fecond  w^sthe^oft  &fliQ«,aiidthat  wu  ;^.rtft  that 
was  every  feven  times  fcvcnyeer$,the  (iftiethyecr,wbkh  waseal- 
\ci  fbeyeer  ef  iMhileStom  thattrumpOC  thatthoy  wecc  trp«  to 
proclaime  that  yeer  i^;which  as  tfaej  ews^tdlnsfwasofa  Btaflis* 
home.-  In  this  y^  there  were  divers  of  the  fame  tfamgn  done 
that  was  in  the  fetentb  yeer,as  the  lelcafe^f  debts,  thereicafcof 
fervams.  But  there  are Ibme  things  obierVablp  that. were 
done  at  this  time  bey^nil  whit  was  done  ev^^  ieventh 

^AsAr  (chants,  4faerel6sfir«f  them  was  not  oodyoffi^ 
vahtsashadthenicrvedfevehyeecs,  yea  if  they  hadlervedafix 


time 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


the  ?r$fbeju  #/  ^ o  s  e  a. 


J    4^3 


time,they  wcrcthcntobc  rclcalcd,  but  bcfidcs  there  was  order 
taken  &y  God  for  releafe  of  fome  fervants  that  would  not  be  re- 
leafed  in  the  feaventh  yeer,  for  when  the  feventh^jwer  came, 
though  all  fenrants  might  then  be  releafed,  yet  there  were  fome 
that  would  not  be  releafed>and  there  wtsan  order  taken  by  God 
for  t\M^Exod.2 1 .6.  if  there  were  a  fervant  that  loved  his  mafter 
and  would  not  go  h:ee,  then  his  Mafter  {hould  bring  him  to  the 
poll  of  the  door,and  with  a  nayle  bore  his  eare,  and  then  the  text 
(uthyhe  Jbouldftrve  him  for  ever :  Now  that  [^fireverl^  is  by  in- 
terpreters interpreted  but  for  the  time  of  Jubile,  and  then  he 
(hould  have  ncft .  Here  it  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  5  o.  y etr,  the 
yeer  of  Jubile. 

is  written  without  vau^rhcn  h  lignitics  the  fiftieth  yeer,biit  when  it  is  with  vau^ 
nifie>  eternity , but  this  Pagnina  rcj  .fts,  for  it  will  i.o:  hold. 

There  are  fome  kind  of  fpirits  that  are  follavifli  that  when 
they  may  have  liberty  they  will  not,  they  deferve  to  have  their 
earcs  bored,to  be  flavcs  to  the  fiftieth  yeevf  not  fbr  ever.  Many 
amongft  us  at  this  day  have  fuch  fpirits.  God  offereth  us  a  releafe 
from  bondage,  how  many  of  us  love  fervitude  ftill  !  It  is  jiift 
with  God  that  we  (liould  liaveour  earcs  bored,  and  that  we 
fhould  be  flaves  even  for  ever,  but  we  hope  there  will  be  a  lubile 
come  at  length  for  our  deliverance,  God  would  have  a  lubile  e- 
ven  to  deliver  thofe  that  were  of  the  mofl  fervile  fpirits,  and 
might  juftly  be  left  to  ferve  for  ever.  It  is  true, when  God  began 
with  us  in  the  beginning  of  our  Parliament,  like  the  fcvdit  h  yeer 
God  offered  to  us  a  rcleMe,  &  we  refefcd  it  tben,and  fince  we  de- 
ferve that  our  earcs  ihould  be  bored;  but  God  ismfinitely  merci- 
fulI,though  wcbe  offervikfpirit:kknow  not  how  to  pitty  our 
ielves,we  hope  thcLord  will  pitty  us,and  grant  us  out  of  free  an,d 
rich  grace  a  lubile,  even  tp  ddiver  thofe  who  have  a  minde  to  be 
bond-flavc$;I  am  fure  God  doth  fo  fpiritually ;  If  God  (hould  not 
deliver  thofe  that  are^ninded  to  be  flaves,lie  ftiould  deliver  none. 

It  was  a  great  mercy  fo  to  provide  for  fervants,that  they  might 
thus  be  delivered.  The  greater,becaufc  fervant s  then  were  not 
as  they  are  n€>w,thcre  was  a  great  dealeofhard(hipthat  fervants 
indured  then  more  then  Do.vtb  they  were  boiigbt  anU  fold,  not 
oncly  other  nations,  but  the  Hebrews  were  bought  for  fervants 
alfo,i'oy6uftiallfindeit£^^/i/.  2i,ver.2.  Befidsrs,  fervants  were 
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in  fuch  bondftge  then  as  if  the  hAiSters  ctidbeatse  tbem  ^itka  nd 
untillthcykAtedtbeBi,  jrer  they  xzruftoii«Ly  be  pant  Oied,  tbcy 
mtkft  noiclHtve  blood  go  for  tbeir  biocdi  jeti  tkoogti  h^  fhcd 
under  his  htnd,yec  he  was  but  to  be  pnaiflied^  aod  if  tbeiennat 
lived  but  two  or  three  di)frfsafter»  tt^  )4aifl:er  wa^notCo  be  |)q« 
ni(hed  at  all/o  }^0a  have  it£x9d.  i  x .  ao^a  i  .i/ji  maiMfimkeihifir'' 
vdfU  with  M  r&d,and  he  die  under  hit  band  Jte /ball  hfurely  fmmfiked 
H4ftvfithflandhtg  if  he  ceneinm  a  day  er  tm^j^e  Pjoiltm  kt  psmified^ 
f$r  he  is  his  money . 

Oh  that  fervants  would  cenfider  of  thts^tni  blc^TeGodfor  c^ 
liberty  tbsy  have  now  loovc  then  fervants  Jiad  in  former  tiaittl 
It  was  fo  likcwife  with  the RomanSjthe  word  [;yirv4w/J  com*: 
meth  a  Servanh^  becaufe  the  Romans  iife  to  have  ioch  tor  ftr^ 
vants  aswereprtfffrvedintimeof warre,  that  (houldotherwifc 
have  been  put  to  death,  whether  they  were  thofe  or  others,  y^t 
the  condition  of  all  was  v ^ry  icrvile  bodi  amongft  j  ews  and 
llomans,  which  may  joftly  rebirice  the  pride  of  fervants  now,  tf* 
they  b;  bat  croil:  in  their  mindes  in  the  leaft  chti^  they  make  iudi 
a  compUint  as  if  they  were  exceedingly  wronged.  Let  fervants 
rather  oleflTeGod  for  their  co;  idition  then  murnfiure  at  a  little  haid* 
ihip  they  iitdure,forche  hardOiipoffervants-informer  tioiea  was 
another  manner  of  bardiliip  tl^en  any  you  can  indnre  wfio  hav^ 
the  hardeft  mafters.  Hence  it  is  that  in  the  dme  ot  lubile'the  fcr* 
vants  dicWbrgoyce ;  Jcrwifli  antiquities  teli  us  that  nine  dtyes 
befora  tfeir  releaife  theiervants  fcafted  and  naaaie  merry  ,aiid  wore 
garlandSybecaufe  of  their  freedome  a^^iDachiog. 

The  fecond  tiling  extraordinary  in  theday  cSlubile,  was  that 
notonely  debts,but  lands  warercleafed*  Zrv1V.25.22.  Thi  land 
/had  net  be  fold  for  ever.  Ahd  i  h^re  were  divers  rcafons^r  tid%y 
why  the  land  mu^  not  be  fold  for  ever,  but  muft  netoiiieto  die 
firftpofleflbrsintbeyeereofjofaile.  .      /   .- 

One  rea^i  is  in  th«  Text-,  Levit.  25 .  23.  For  tbtUndkmim^ 
faith  G6d,/#r  ye  were  firangeri  and  fojoHmers  wi$b  me :  God 
would  hereby  telth  them  that  they  muft  not  account  tliemfdves , 
abfokite  lords  ofti^  landj  the  land  is  mine ;  and  yiQii  that  are  tke 
greatcff  ia*fll«>lordaof  all  are  but  xtfaangers  andfojoterwarrwith 
Crtf^,thelandisftillGpc[s. 

And  ver.  28.  If  a  man  ke  not  atie  ta  redacma  hu  land^  nor  his 
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l0Mi  kfifsB^^  0Mt^4mdAiJh4M  mmmi  m$^  hid  foffefttn.  If  he 
CGiddre<leemehifiUndhimfelfeortklnftiintfiCorhim>  lie  wai 
to  rcdeeme  it  bdbr^  but  if  t  mtn  (hoold  be  fo  poore  at  ke  could 
not  give  any  thing  tt>  tedeeme  if  >  yet  iiitke  yegr  rf^JuWIe  it 
fliouldteturneuotohiin*    ffcii  Vvi/v&cS^|;^caA/^^ 

Cod  would  not  have  his  pecpletoogreedy  tobting  the  pof^ 
felfion  of  the  Counttey  in  m  themfelv^s^to  have  t  perpetimUin«« 
heritinceto  themfelve^  and  their  poftcriry.  This  is  the gree* 
dmeftdfiiianycovetou^and  ambitious  men,  ok  that  we  could 
laylandtoUna>  and  houfe  to  houfej  to  get  a  pefpetuall  inherit 
tancc  for  our  felve^  and  pofterity  I  God  would  not  have  his 
peoplebe  of  &  gfeedy  diQ)Oftions^  Ut  a  tew  of  thetn  to  get  the 
whole  countrey  into  their  owne  {KifrcHk^,  therefore  he  would 
have  nt>  man  that  ever  had  any  pofleflioni  bUt  once  in  &tty 
yceti  that  pofftifion  muft  retUrne  to  that  Amilie  agaim 

The  land  was  toreCurne  to  the  firft  owner.that  the  diftinftlon 
of  tribes  m^t  be  continueds  which  w^s  knowen  much  by  the 
continuance  of  their  poflelfionstkat  belonged  to  eveiy  tribe  and 
finnilie.  God  had  great  eare  before  Chiifts  time  to  keep  the 
dHtinAion  of  tr&es  that  fo  it  might  be  eleare  out  of  whick  ttibe 
Ckriftcame. 

Butifhrther^tltisyeer  of  JuUle  aymedtt  ahigbetthtngi  it  was 
atypeofChrll;  tofet  eutthe  bkfledredemjptionthacwehave 
B^  Chrift.  The  tmmpetof  the  Gofpell  which  the  Minifters 
blow  is  atrtimpetofjdrite.  Thatplaeej^.tfi,i^i«feemesto 
haVer^encetoa  Jubile,  there  the  text  faith  that  Chrifiwas 

the  frifmtv them th^t  m^hinA^  tofr^laimethi  dceifid^Uynr 
afrhtJL0tJ}  nowthatacceptable  yeer,  was  the  ye«r  of  Jubile, 
tkeirewtitheojpening<rf  thepriion,  andthensleaiingot  chearK 
that  were  bound  ;Py2r/»^«t5.  faith  the  texts  BUfcdarefbtfe^ 
fl€thatheiiretbcjpjff$BfMnd^t\itt\MX^tht  Jubile.  Ohblefled 
areoureaxtawhelivetofttch  a  timeas  we  do^tokeare  die  crum- 
pet of  Ji^eUowii^iA  bne  conization  or  other  almoft  every 
by!  now  wehavearekafeofourdeteaandbMidagei  this 
itkejoyfttU  found.  Weare«Uby  nature  ifidebi^(finnesya« 
mow  arccatttd  debts  in  the Laprdspctyer)  every  looi  k  bound 
^       lii  oyer. 
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•over  to  GoditttrnaU  iufticcfsp-wftvcr  to  the  Uw,for  not  obey- 
ingthelaw;now  commeththis  JuWlc  and  rtleafcth  all  debts. 
And  W6  are  all  bond-dav^Sjin  boiidange  to  finne.to  the  law^tnd 
tothe  devU^now  cemmeth  the  GofpeUthis  Jubile^  and  releafeth 
oarbondtgC)  ict^  us  at  liberty.  Thirdly,  wc  have  forfeited 
'  odr  right  to  the  crtatufc,  y u  to'*hea vcn  Jt  felfe ;  now  the  GofpcU 
comes  and  reftores  sill,  we  have  right  n^  w  to  the  comforts  of  this 
world,  and  to  heaven^  Canaan  was  a  type  of  heaven^  and  the 
lofTc  of  their  inheritance,there  was  a  type  of  theloffe  of  heaven, 
and  the  bringing  of  them  againe  to  the  ppnefllon  of it^  a  type  of 
the.  reftoriogpf  right  to  heaven ;  Oh  i^^ppy  are  they  then  who 
heare  this  joyfuUlound^  not  onely  with  the  eares  of  their  body, 
but  who  have  it  foufiding  in  their  hcacts,and  that  by  the  work  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  them  I 

In  this  y  eer  of  J  ubilc  there  js  one  thing  farther  very  r^arke-: 
able,  andthatisthedfl^e  when  thi^B  trumpet  that  was  to  pro- 
daime  this  yeer^  was  to  blow.  Lrvit.^^^^  the  'trumpet  was  to 
blow  upon  the  unth  day  of  the  frvcH^h  moneth.   What  remark- 
able thing  is  there  in  this  thatthe.trumpet  muftbeblowenthe 
tenth  day  of  the  feventh  moneth  ?  yc^bere  is  this  remarkable  in 
it,thc  tenth  day  of  the  feventh  moneth  was  their  day  ef  expiati- 
on (the  day  of  f  heir  atonement,their  publique  taftj  j  This  day  .^7 
pointed  every  y  eer  for  all  Ilrael  to  ami  A  their  fosjs  before  God, 
to  hambluthemfelves  for  their  iinnes,  ^ndfo  tofeelc  fo^merfy 
ffomGod  (as  we  fball&ewyoufnore  krge\y,.when  wxrcyxpe- 
toopcB  the  fpUnnity  of  th«t  day)  I  onely  m^tptipn  it  ^aw  to 
(hew  that  the  .trumpet  of  jubii^  vvas  to  be  founded  upo^  tjiiat 
day. It  is  a  ib;ange  thing  that  upoo  that^.d^y,,\yhexip.  they  ^(c^  to 
afflift  their  fouls  before  God,and  to  moiurne  tpi  their  finnes/the 
trumpetof  }ubile  wastof^und,  that  w^topi^oJi^ime  jpy^ 
mirths  things  of  a  contrary  nature  tphiuiiblingfiidmoHrHj^ 
Yea  but  this  aflbrds  usdiversexccU^pi'^Dftivroons./  As 

Firft,  God  would  have  hji^  people  (ex  to  moumeas  to  know 
there  is  joy  comniiog.,  Iq  the  dar)«cft  day  thoy  had,  wherein 
they  wer^bound  to  afiUft  their, iqiies^poft,  yet  they  ,wt:re  iq 
to.  fnpurne.as  to  li^now  ^hcr^  WASft  J:U^ile.at  hand.  Wi\arc  410^ 
iiomourheasthofewitiiopthjqp^finoiijrmoff  gr!«vx)us  wicffo; 
reft  mournings  wcmuft  not  Aivepur  hearts  fink  i9!4cfpehtion, 
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w^e  muft  ib  mourn  as  toexpeft  a  Jttbile. 

Yea  further,  the  Saints  mourning  is  a  preparation  to  a  Jubile 
or  joy.  Joy  thenindeed  isneere  at  hasd^  when  the  Saints  moft 
.moumeinago(&rfsanner.  Did  not  the  Lord  deale  gracioufly 
With  us  the  laft  raft  day^  when  we  were  oioutningb^m  him? 
There  wasamengft  our  brethren  in  other  parts  a  kind  ofmim« 
pet  of  Jubile  blown ;  the  Lord  was  then  working  for  us  *  what 
great  deliverance  did  God  grant  that  very  day  at  Chkhefttrl 
God  (hewes  that  the  mournings  of  his  people  doth  make  way 
for  joy.  ... 

Yea  further,  then  indeed  is  the  found  of  the  trumpetof  Jubile 
fwectcft,  when  we  arc  moft  afflifted  for  out  fins.  When  we  are 
mod  apprehenfive  and  ienfible  of  the  evill  of  fin,  then  the  ;oy  of 
God;  the  comforts  of  the  Gofpci  are  fweeteft  to  the  foule.  When 
the  trumpet  of  Jubile  is  blown  in  con^egations,  if  it  meets  not 
with  hearts  afHided  IcnfiUc  of  fin,  they  are  not  delighted  with 
the  fweet  found  of  this  trumpet,  it  is  liot  melody  in  their  eares,it 
riejoyceth  not  their  hearts:  But  let  a  poore  foule  be  brought 
downe>  and  made  ienfibleofthe  evill  of  finne,  and  Gods  wrath, 
thenletbutoncpromifeoftheGofpel  be  founded  forth,  how 
fwcetjhowjoytuUisitl       . 

Againej  pardon  of  fin  is  the  onely  foundation  of  all  Jubiles. 
For  mis  tenth  day  of  the  feventh  month  wherein  the  trumpet  of 
Jubile  was  to  be  founded*  was  a  day  rfAtoftement.Whzt  h  thstt? 
-jiJay  ofcmeringyifot  fothe  vofdis)of  pardon  of finne to  the 
people  of  God.  Many  men  keep  it  continiuU  J  ubile,live  merrit^ 
lyaruibiaveLy,  doe  nqtbihgbiit'edtieyanff  drink;  and  play^  and 
dance,  and  latlgh,  and  cannot  endure  thefe  fad  melancholy  peo- 
ple.' V^iialfis  the  foundation  of  this  dqr  Jubile?  Art  thou  fure 
nunreisahAtoDemmtmadebetween.God  and  thy 'foule?  Art 
;rhoB|fure  thy  ftu  is  pardoned?  |s  this  the  foundation  of  thy  re- 
joycing  f  Know  it  will  not  lafl,  it  is  not  Gods,  bizt  the  devils 
Jdbilje,except.there  be  an  Atonement  made  between  God  and 
ihteas  the  foundation  of  it. 

Yetfiirther,iiithatthcfouadof  the  Jubile  was  at  that  time 
whentheday.otAtonemeotwas.  Notethiv    .    / 
: .  When  God  hftthfaodoned  us,  tfaen.ourlhearf  s  are  in  a  tit  fi»me 
topdrdonothcts.  :Nt)W> no wtromesfhe  Jubile,  and  now  you 
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muft  rdcafe  your  debt5,yoiir  lands,  ttid  forgive  thoft  dut  owe 
you  any  thtn^.  This  is  the  day  wherein  dod  teftifieth  his  mer* 
cie  in  pardoning  your  fms,  and  they  might  well  fay,  Now  Lord 
command  us  what  thoo  wilt  in  (hewing  mercie  to  our  bee*- 
thren>  we  are  ready  to  pardon,  to  reltafe  them»  to  extend  the 
bowels  of  our  compaflion  towards  tbeni^for  thoii  haft  pardoned 
our  (ins*  Theceafonp^  the  ripidneile>Df  thecmelty^the  hardneflc 
of  the  hearts  of  men,  and  (hattnede  of  their  fpietts  to  their  bre^ 
thren^is  this,  becaufe  God  hath  not  witnelU  to  their  fou^s 
the  pardon  of  their  owne  (inneSj  an  atonement  bctweene  Go4 
and  them* 

Their  falemmfedfts. 

Amons  theirfeafts,  they  had  three  that  wereef|iectally  wqr 
(blemne  Ksfiamore  then  others  t  And  they  were 
rThcPafleover. 
The  Fcaft  ofJ  Pentecoft.. 
C  Tabemndes- 

Thefe  three  wei^  very  Iblemne,^  efpedally  in  this  one  rtgar^ 
wherein  they  are  all  thnee  united  in  one  thing,  that  is,i^Hin  theft 
three  itafts  all  the  Males  were  to  afcend  up  to  Tenulem  to 
wor{hip,to  the  place  which  God  did  dboofe,  anq  lb  you  have 
]t^l>tmt.i6.i6J'kre€tim€»iniijHr$fbiA  si  thjmsUf  0iffMr0 
ief9r€  the  Lmtdihy  Ged^  im  the  flsce  whickheefidU  eheefiy  tn  the 
fid/i  rfsmieMfemedhredd,  (that  was  the  P^jftf^rr)  ^intkt 
feMJhefweekf^  (that  was  PentMefiy  and  is  $t^fMjft  efTniermf^ 
eks. 

Duthow  could  the  ten  Tribes  then  keep  theih  feafis^firthey 
went  not  to  the  Teimte. 

Youmav  as  wellfay,  how  had  they  an  Ephod^  of  wUcb 
Chdf.^.  Arehaam  was  wife  enooffh  to  keep  the  feifti^  though, 
not  in  that  way  God  appointed,  he  could  teU  them  the^oing 
to  the  Temple  was  but  drcumftaiice  of  place.  ] 

From  this  CDoneAion  of  thefe  three  together  in  this  £^ 
lemnity^  upon  which  thefe  three  wese  e^icciaUy  catted  tbeirCs* 
1  lemne  fcafts>  there  are  dtvees  things  to  benoted* 

Firfl^3  wemayfocareafenwhythetewereftmetiines^foiniaf^ 
ny  bdeevaia  at  Jeruialcni.  An  aigument  i|  biwigbt  by  fome 
fvom  that  place.*  ASix  %uno.  topnavc  that  shew  flH^bein 
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one  Chsrch  more  then  can  poffibly  ifTemblc  together  in  one 
Congregation ,  for  the  Text  faith  there ,  T^99n  fteft  bow  mdny 
thouf^fMS  of  lews  then  an  whkh  lieUevt  y  how  many  nMions  it 
is  in  the  Originall ;  now  fay  they ,  there  could  not  be  fo  many 
millions  to  jcyiiein  one  Concregation :  The  anfwer  to  this  is 
cleere,  thatthetime  ofwbichtfeis place fpctketh,  w?swhen 
the  peopleof  the  Jews  were  all  aflemblcd  together  at  JennEdcm 
tokcepethcfcaft  of  Pentecoft ,  for  chof,  ao.  wr.i(5.  the  text 
laitli»  that  the  Apoftle  bdfiened^  if  it  win  fofflblefor  bim  t$  be  ut 
lirm/itiem  the  day  £/P/ir/rrp/;nowrtadingthe  Aory  onjt  plain- 
ly tppearcSi  that  in  that  journey  in  which  he  did  ft>haften»  he 
did  get  to  Jerufalem  at  the  day  ot  Pentecoft,  and  being  there  at 
thattiine»no  marvaile  they  &jd  unto  him,  Do/t  tbounotftibow 
mdny  tbom/andsrflni^s  there  art  thMf  believe  f  For  all  the  males 
of  the  people  of  the  Jews  were  got  tc^ether  at  Jerufilem  accor* 
ding  to  the  inftitutlon,  lb  that  they  were  thererby  reafon  of  thac 
LiwtbatasyettbryfubmittcdtO)  they  were  not  in  a  Church 
ftate  at  Jeniuilemj  therefore  there  is  no  fiiength  in  that  ob  jedti^ 
on  agpunft  congregationall  Chinches. 

Secondly ,. where  there  is  a  nationall  Church,  there  muft  bean 
omting  of  them  in  feme  way  ofNationdi  woHhip.Thereis  this 
nationtUworflitptKatthe  Jewsby  inftitution  fixim  God  were 
united  in,  three  times  in  a  yeere  to  goe  up  to  t  heT*emple  to  wor- 
fctp  X  And  except  there  (hculd  be  feme  fiich  kinde  of  individn- 
all  worflitp,  not  in  the  fame  ^cies,  that  i%  as  others  are  pray-» 
ing,  fo  are  we,  and  as  others  are  hearing  foare  we, for  fo  all  the 
Churches  in  the  world  may  be  ioyt>ed,bt3t  to  joync  in  one  ad  of 
woriki|>  together,  as  that  was  ofgoing  up  to  the  Tempte ;  there 
muft  be  iiicb  a  thiog.  And  that  made  the  Jews  a  Nationall 
Onrch,  bccaufe  we  have  no  Ibdiioftitotion  now;  no  Nation 
iif  tbe.wMld  can  so  a  proper  fenft  be  iaid  to  be  a  Nationall 
CfcurcbAs  tbeir»vts$^iii  feme  figuraaiveJ^nfe  we  oiay  fo  call  it, 
but  not  in  that  proper  fenfe  as  it  was  among  the  Jews^ 
.  nhatHbf,  there  are  fome  Ordinances  that  cannot  bee  enjoyed 
botinthewayof  Ci^Ml)KfeUowffiip.  The  Jewtcodiinpten* 
jpythefeftaftsasth^  otight  f indeied  it  imM^  be  ifitel,the  tefi 
Tribes wmAi  mak^a kiiide  o%>«iched:iip'l^eaft,  but  thiwcMld 
ootftaft|»wah(yoii^t)  MMfetheyVrmttc^kev  to  jetufa- 
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km  itt  that  waj^  Gdc^appointsed;?  As  among  the  Jews ,  *hcre 
we«?fonie  Ordinances  they  might  en  jjyJn  their  Synagogues 
and  prmte  houfes,  but  feme  which  they  could  not  enjoy  but  in 
the  Temple  j  fo  there  are  fome  Ordinances  we  may  en/oy  in  our 
Families^  but  others  that  we  cannot  enjoy  but  in  Church-com- 
munion, which  Jerafeleni  is  a  type  of*  , 

Afourth'thing  dbfervableis,  thefe  three  times  wherein  they 
were  to  gotf  up  together  to  Jerufalcm,were  all  in  Summer  time, 
not  in  the  Winter.    For  the  firft,  which  was  the  Feaft  of  the 
Pafleoverj  was  in  the  latter  end  of  our  March,  and  the  beginning 
of  April;  the  Feaft  of  Ptntecoft  was  fifty  day  ei  after,  tfaeFc^ 
of  Tabernacles  was  about  the  middle  of  our  September.  It  wss 
indeed  a  very  laborious  thing  for  them  to  goe  up  to  Jerufidem  to 
wordiipjbutGod  didfocommiferateandpitty  them,  that  they 
^verenat  to  goe  in  the  winter  time.  That  \s  the  reafonofthat 
phrafein  Alts  ly.p.  S^jling  wm  dangerQm  ,  betaufe  thtFeafi 
wdiMri4uiy  ^4/?,  that  is,the  Feaft  of  Tabernacles  was  paft,which 
was'ubout  the  fifteenth  of  September,  and  fo  it  began  to  bee 
winter.    God  would  be  fo  indulgent  to  his  people  thatthn^ 
fliould  have  the  Summer  time  to  gpc  up  to  Jeruial^  in.  If  it 
would  be  an  afHiAion  to  gee  up  to  J  eruialem  in  the  winter,and 
therefore  God  Would  favour  his  people  in  that  ^  Oh  what  an  tf- 
flidionis  it  thennoflie  from  Jerufalem  before  oiir  enemies  in 
the  winter  time  ?  Wee  had  netd  pray  the  more  hard  now  for 
thoiethatareindar^gerefthecnemy,  that  God  would  he  aier- 
cifiall  to  them. in  this.       • 

A  fifth  noteis  \vhen  they  did  goe  up  to  thcfettreefcafti,  th^y 
muft  not  come  emptie,  but  fiiU-handed,  fo  you  hayc  ityB€ut.i€i 
i6.  Tfjhitllmt  ^ffe4re.  brfore the  L^d^Pj;tiQtmgXhVLS  mtlch^ 
That  Xvheo  ?ver  we  come  toiacknowlcdgc  Gods  mercy  fimriijr 
thiDgi;\^  muft  ooifab Wi^tfi^lhand^^T^id  tt^naU  irfacts,  frisith 
heaciSMreadjrtofHftiaitdcti'ar  otfaerwife  w^^dgte^bi|t'take  Godi 
Nameinvaine^,  _-■.■   •    .    :• 

-The laft is,  the woodcr&Uprovidence ofGod toward tibeoii 
thoi^il^theiBal^sinthe  ^yholeConntrey  were.tocomeiipto 
Jer^fi^lb^hIPetil»«i9:theye«^,;  y^ >thrir  CottnttqiJho^ 
Hbt*e«atfangfci;0titQj«tfl«i»i:  1^0^  tbd  nor>fiich 

wal^oySc^at»«^he»Gigurt^iy;4sweh^^^    bdtthfjrlivcdin 
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tlievery  mictft  of  their  enemies ,  they  were  itirrounded  with 
them,  ontheEaftthe  Amonites  and  Mo^hiM-y  the  Weft,  the 
Philiftims ;  the  South,  the  EgjftinnSy  Idmmcans ;  the  Northj  the 
jfjfjrians,  to  whom  the  Prophet  feemes  to  have  reference , 
Zech.  1 .  1 8.  No  w  they,  might  %,'  fliall jdl  our  intle^  gcfe  up  f o 
Jerufidem  three  times  t  ycere',  why  theaourcntmitS^hfttJLie 
clqfe  in  our  borders,  (for  they  lay  as  nee  re  them  as  York*,  or 
any  other  (hire  is  to  us  )  may  come  upon  us  and  dcftroy  us ; 
therefore  Godlaidinacavcat  and' provision  for  theincouragc- 
inent  of  them,  JEx0d.^j^2/^.  he  telstheai  there,  NomJhaU  defre 
thy  land  v^hn  thou  {halt  goe  up  to  jiff  fort  iefrrc  the  Lordtbj  Go^d 
thrice  in  the  ycere;  God  tooke  care  that  acne  (hould  defire  their 
land.Xet  lisgoeoninGods  fervice,  and  he  will  take  care  to 
deltverus  from  our  enemies.  Many  times  out  of  flaYifh  feare 
of  the  dasgei^ofenemjer,  and  what  ^iiflurb^see  they  are  able  to 
nUke  among  u5\,  we  areready  to  betray  thccanfe  of  God,  and 
neglefthis  Worlhip.  Ltt  us  Icarne  from  hence  to  goe  on  in 
G^swayes,  -tod  notfcarcany  hurt  our  enemies  can  dcJe  us  , 
God-faichthathcwilltaJce  care  when  they  are  all  at  Jcrufalem 
in  the  txefcifc«  pfhi^worfhip  that  nonp  ftipuid  djffire  their 
ktodt    .    -  ^        '  . .:  .    I:    .  '. )  'J    ' 

Now  for  the  opening  thcfe  feverall  Fctfts ,  in  it  you  may  be 
helped  fruttfully  torsade  much  Scripture  in  the  Old  Tit{tament, 
for  much  of  it  is  fpent  in  things  that  concerne  feme  of  t  hefe. 
^.TlhefirODwasthePaileovicr.  You  have  the  fciftpry  t^it, Numb. 
2  8.1 6, 1 7.  and  in  divers  other  Scriptures:  That  f  ejift  was  in  the 
beginning  of  the  yeare.  It  H  true,  ^r  September  w^^  the  begiq- 
nii  :g  of  their  ^»w«^  Civilis ,  their  yeerc  for  Civill  affaires,  but 
the  Month -^i»f^,  which  was  the  middle  of  March,  and  part  of 
ApriD,  was  Annm  Eccleftd^icm,  the  Ecclcfiaftic^lyjeere ,  and 
fe  wasfo  apiJointed,  upon  ;thcir  ddivcsrance  out  of  Egypt  when 
Qodcomtoandcdthem  then  to  celebrate  their  Parfcoycr,  he  told 
them  that  that  Iyl<>nth  fliould,be  unto  them  the  beginning  of 
g^onths,  the  firft  monthof  the  yeere. 

NQtio^  thuiv  much,Th|it  deliverance  frona  great  evils- afre  m?r-; 
cicsthat  we  arehjghlj'  to  ipriie.;  x Ije  Jews  were  to  beguvth^ii 
yeardHi!xi>emQriahk>fchemer<iyth^hfi4iipQnf.^^  • 

For  the  name  QP^j/JjAV^r]  fi:om  Gods  fending  forth  ddiroying 
^^_^ '  Angels 
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Angds  that  yet  fdffi  ^wr  the  hoiiTee  of  the  Ifnelites  that  n^fat; 
be  went  thorough  the  land  and  dcQroyedtUthefirftbomeof 
the  Egyptians,  batfavedthelftalitcst  this  fcrafl:  was  alio  called 
thefed/l  ofumUjivined  hredd^  La$c.  22.1.  becaufe  they  were  to  go 
out  of  Egypt  in  haft,&  could  not  have  time  to  leven  tbeirbret^ 
but  took  ohely  a  little  flower  and  water  together,  and  fo  carcyed 
it  upon  t heir backes;  lafiphuitdis  us  thatthey  tookonely  aUtde 
flower  with  water  together  that  might  ferve  them  with  a  great 
deale  of  (parine  but  for  thirty  dayes»there  was  all  they  had  for  £6 
many  thoufand  thouiands  onely  for  fb  many  dayes«  God  put 
them  to  it^to  depend  upon  him«  We  art  ready  to  murmure  if 
we  fee  not  enoi^h  to  ferveus  for  many  yeers,  irdar  armies  hare 
not  enough  for  to  long  time :  they  had  but  a  little  meale  and  vn- 
terthat  might  ferve  them  for  thirty  dayes^andthe^  knew  not 
wheie  to  have  more  when  that  was  Ipent ;  no  marvaile  that  it  is 
fiid  cRMofes  Htb.  r  I.27.  hj  fdith  he  wem  out  a/  Egjft.  This 
b{€KA\SCt\itAtheln'eAi$faf^ai§Hj)iu.\6.^.t^^^ 
vened  bread,  not  only  to  typi (ie  that  we  moft  not  have  our  hearts 
levened  with  malice,  but  to  put  them  in  miodeof  tlutibrea^- 
fliftiontlky  wereiivi^tonely  when  they  were  in -Egypt,  bur 
when  they  went  out  of  Egypt,  that  they  had  then  taitalitdc 
meale  and  water  to  ferve  them  for  thirty  dayes* 

Now  this  pafleover  was  partly  mesnorative,  and  partly  ftga- 
rative. 

Memorative.    Fiift  to  remember  the  deliverance  of  t&ir 
firftbomefc  ...  :- 

•  Secondly,  to  remember  Aeir deliverance  from  the  bwtdige 
of  Egypt. 

When  others  are  fmhten  (that  is  the  moralingnificadoii)aiMt 
we  paft  over>this  is  a  great  mercy. 

Againe,  delivlrrance  ftom  bondage,  and.in  theoAwarif 
man  and  bondage  in  reaped  of  Religion  ai4d  conscience  is  a 
mercy  for  ever  to  be  ccltWted.  God  is  pleafcd  now  to  of- 
fer us  this  mercy  of  deliverance  from  both  thefe  bondages, 
certainly  we  are  a  people  devoted  to  milery  if  we  fiiatt  not  take 
God$  oftr  of  mercy.  We  have  been  in  bondagein  ouretlMS 
and  liberties^God  offimth  ut  freedome,  and  fi-eeoome  idfo  from 
antickiftian  bondage  which  is  worfe  then  Egyptian  bondage. 
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The  text  faith  when  chejr  were  delivered  from  the  bondage 
of  Egypt  M9fesfdng^  andintheit^^/jirMiwhcntheywere 
delivered  fioin  antichriftian  bondage  thejfoMg  tbifrnjr  of  Ma^ 
fe$.  Vft  were loogiince  delnreted troai  a  gitat  part  oftftis  bon- 
dai^,  now  the  Lxd  offiercthto  dclrferosakogethcc*  But  to 
ietthitgp.  # 

Tkey  were  to  eate  this  pafleover  with  their  ftavea  in  their 
hondSj  thtf  was  to  note  toeir  hafty  goineoutof  E^pt.  We 
(hoidd  not  when  God  o&reth  us  mercy  ordeliverance,  go  ^rth 
(lowly*  This  is  oor  miier y  at  this  day,the  Lord  ofFeieth  dclive- 
raiice  and  we  lye  fluggincon  our  beds*  and  ore  like  that  fbokih 
cMd  the  Prophet  fyms  (J'that  fikki  im  theUrthiSVt  have  ftuck 
thefetwowticsintbebirthyWhereaswc  might  have  been  deli- 
imd  long  bebrcthis.  It  concemes  us  all  to  eonlider  what  tiie 
ciuft  is,  and  to  lament  it  before  the<Lord/hat  we  may  make  oor 
peaeewithhim. 

:  But  fiirthen  In  thank^vusg  for  a  mercy  we  are  ever  to  re* 
member  what  we  werebmre  that  mercy.  They  mufteate  un- 
leafeaed  bread  at  this  feaft,the  bread  of  affliftio{)9  they  muftVe- 
member  the  aftii  Aioos  they  were  in  before  they  had  this  mercy, 
whereof  this  feaft  was  a  mcmor  iall ;  when  we  blefle  God  for  a 
deUverancc,  we  myft  really  pcefentbefoiie  our  fouls  the  (adcon** 
dition  we  were  in  before  we'were  delivered. 

Further^the  fpccial  thing  that  is  aimed  at  id  the  pafleover^viras 
that  it  Awdd  be  a  ty  pc  of  Ckift, who  was  that  pa&ball  lamb  that 
was  to  takcavi^  the  (innea  of  the  worlds  he  that  was  roded  in 
tiKrfireof  Gods  wn^hfiar  oor  Hnnes,  as  that  lambe  that  was  to 
beeatemin  the  Pafltover  wascofted  mtheiii^  t  And  if  ever  the 
Awl  of  Gods  vengeance  doe  paflfe  over  us »  it  is  thorough 
the  blood  of  that  lambe  fpriajkled  upon  our  besets^  which  was 
fimify ed  by  the  ^nnklioethe  hbod:oCthe  hunbe  i^wn  the  poOti 
of  tfaehr houies.  In  the  I^rds  itimBer  tye^qeleikatcinefta  the 
famefeaft  of  the  Pafleover  they  did  t  aiid  by  this  we  nuy  leariie 
this  excellent  note* 

There  is  little  comtortin  the  remembcascc  ot  our  outward 
deUvenmcca ,  except  we  am  Ice  them  oUiio  Ghrift.  Tfaey 
weieinthisfeaft  tOeremembec  their  ddiwrance  0Ut6f  EwpQ 
but  withall  thqr  were  ioria to  hivea figure  initiijiilwf  Chnft» 
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that  fweetned their  remembnoce  tbtttnade  thefeaft  a  /oyfoU 
ibft,  when  they  coaid  fee  tbeirddivers^e  out  oF  Egypt  as  ji 
fcuit  of  Chrifts  i u&rings,  when  this  lambe  that  was  to  put  them 
inmincIeoHt^  did  put  them  in  minde  like  wife  of  Chriftthe 
pafchal  lanb. .  Inall  deiiverahecsfiomanf  kidde  c/atfliftion^it 
yoi»  would  have  the  remembrance  of  them  fweet  unto  jron,  yoa 
mdklooke  upon  them  all  in  the  blood*  of  Chrift  ^  and  fo  re- 
member them,  and  then  your  hearts  will  be  inlarged,,  to  blefle 
God. 

>  This  was  theordinanoeof  GodinthePafleover,  butbefides 
Gods  ordinance^the  Jews  added  divers  other  things* 

The  firft  thing  oblerveable  that  they  added,  was  ctrneft  prayer 
to  God  for  the  building  of  the  temple ;  which  many  of  them  ob- 
fervetothisday.Thofe  who  writ  of  thecuftomes  ofthejewstcl 
us^that  becaufe  the  teqiple  is  deftroyed  where  they  wcr«  to  go 
up  thrice  in  theyeereto  (blemnize  thefe  feafts ,  therefore  ihey 
pray  fo  eameftly  and  mightily  for  the  Temple  in  this  itnanner : 
Thj^  cry  all  together  to  uod,  LordJ^uiU  thy  ttmfl^fbortlj^  verj 

wickly^  very  tptickjly  %  w$t^ 
^Jl^P^JI'^^^^prri.^^^'  'ff^^^  f  ^  'f  ^"    qmkkly  irn^HT  dsffs :  -and  then 

l^evi/MifirimsDeus^magneVci^/mgneDe^  they  goe  over  it  agamt.  Mtr^ 

MSfuicher  Otm^dulcis  Veus^  virturfe  Dm,  /j*-  cifka  G^gndt  iJ^d^tiM  (S^, 

daic*  Deus^  nunc  adifica  tempium  tnu/nbrevi^  high  Godyjweet  GcJ,  with  di- 

«f f'  ^^^-^  n^firis.valde  citovalde  cit^,  vers  other  epithets,  NSw  ymitd 

nunc  ^dffica,  nunc  .d^fica,  nunc  ^difica,  nunc  -r-  ^^^  ,^^  ;^^,^lj\^j  ,^.. 


ptus^  ftrth^  ^iniuf^  fitens  t>tuf  &c^   4)uxtorf. 


Ijy&e.  Nint^iWf  ff^wr,  five 


v^ 


times  tether,  (oBmxtir^tu 
telsos*  They  teach  us  how  much  the  Temple  doth  conceme 
OS.  Here  is  onety  their  miftake,  they  refted  in  the  inata£all 
Temple^theycdidnbtconfider  that  this  Temple  was  a  type  of 
'Cbcylt,  tho^oceaiJ  eat  neftly  is  they  prated  for  flie  bcalding  of 
theirraateriallTeifaiiieyfo.Vfcai'titD  pray  for  the  building  upoi 
themyftjcallbody  of  Cfarif^ .  <n^w  Lord,  build  quickly,  do  net 
defer  it,''even  in  our  day es  do  it. 

^ ieModthki&tJK|cadded\^ai'  the  manner  of  cabling  out  of 
^steaveiiedi^a^iAitbitthtyxibiened  thrsp  chnigfs^i^eiriDquiiE^ 
pxfxis  <faeicexterminttidxl^iheir execration,'  firlt  withaicaDdle 
thcy^  \^Qid49li:towi]riirea8di^eyer)l  comer  of  the  houfc,  to  fee  if 
_j :'  ... they 
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it out>with  fokiniittjr»  and  thenthlely  ofed  to  \ri(h«  curfcupon 
tbemfdvesif  there  were  any  left  in  their  lH)tifes  that  was  not 
caftout.    • 

This  morall  obfervation  wr  May  be  taiightftom  it^  it  (houli  I  q  ^XV4fvi 
be  our  care  when  we  arc  to  teCeite  the  Sacfant^j  *  toi  jS 
make  narrow  inqiriCtion,  to  get  the  candle  of  the  word,  and  to^^ 
fcarch  every  comer  of  our  hearts,  every  faculty  ofthefddej^  to 
feeif there  beno  leaven  in  it.  2.  VVbatfoevef  wee  fee  to  caft  it. 
oiitt)fdo(xre^  Ands/tobefomuchiet  a^inftflm)e^'a$  to  be^ 
willD^tatake  a  curfe  upon  our  felves,  if  we  ftibuld  willing- 
ly let  any  knowne  finne  be  in  our  hearts ,  and  to  acknowledge 
tfaitt  God  might  joftly  cvrfe  us  in  lus  Ordinance  if  we  be  falfe  id 
this.  ' 

Thirdly^  they  ufed  to  ftiew  forth  aU  their  bravt  rich 
things ,  if  f hey  had  any  bravery  id  doathcs,  in  fiirniture,  in 
any ^Kki  thing,  they  would  fhewaHatthislFeaQ:.  By  their 
faperftitiob  wee  m^  leame  this  note,  that  in  the  time  of  our 
a3QUiiing  before  Gocl,  it  is  fit  for  us  to  manifefl  his  graces,to  ex- 
eiici&dUthofirbeautifidl  graces  that  th^  Lord  kath  endowed  lis 
witb  by  the  iivrorkeof  hrs  Spint^fbr  theire  istheriches  of  a  Chri- 
ft'ian,  there  is  his  brave  doatiies,  andUs  plate^  all  his  excellen- 
ciesarehi^gtaccs. 

aiieifontth thing  they  (^id  was,  aftdrthe  Paflcoverwasatan 
'endpdbeyiMi^onld  fafb three  dayeis,  to  kidit^le  tkemfelves  for  their 
fqffings^nki^iiigtbat  Feaft,  This  Was  not  Giods  Inftitutipn, 
biitit  was  tfiditcuftcoeyand  we  mav  leame  thisfrom  it^(though 
not^bindcour  iaiiesto  that  they  ^id>  to  looke  hack  toour  re- 
ceiving the  Sacrament^  and  to  be  wayleall  out  mifcaniages ;  I 
bdierbjffih&^rwinre^ka^nnedto  the  4]uickin  our  reccivfng 
thrSadranrcDt;  ^on  wbirtd^fible  ilid^ter^^ou|h  to  fafl:  andpra^ 
fw  the  humbling  yburlbiilesforyott^^ 

r.  Laftly>  in  the  Fafleover  they  med  to'  reside  the  booke  of  the 
Cftntid^,:  becaiifethat^oketreats  efpecially  df  the  cm  jundli- 
0Dt>f;tlieibulc4mtk  the  Meffiah^  wMcb^  is  Sealed  tip  fpecially  in 
the  PalTeoven  Aiylthkt  indeed  ds!  t>  fp 
wnemv^e  eometo  thtljokrdsfSdppci'/  t#ftiedltate6f  our^x^dfui^^ 
aionwithChrift.         >     ^%   .    ?■     -^     ^  ^       ^^- 
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The  next  J*  the  Fctft  1^  PfQtfCoft.  TUs  Ftift  k  ctlM 
th$f€4lt0f^40kiS4  bceaiife  there  Mwe  feven  weeks  to  bee 
reckenod^  ffful  then  «t  the  iend  oi  f hem  it  vm  fblemnly  to 
be  kept,  you  (hall  finde  it ,  XmM}.!  5.  There  ydi  have  die 
FMRoftbdPiiSsoycr^  tn4inthatthefic&di)roff^iicfi»aBddic 
lift  dtyoff«Yenwt»foleinnly  kept;  n^wthey  were  to  coont 
from  the  tmtiDWtftertbe  fiii^SibbetH^  finrenSebbatfas,  tfaatit, 
feven  weekicwipleite;  the  firft  Sebbsth  of  the  Paflwrerwis 
the  fifteenth  day  of  the  mooth  AUb^tnA  then  the  next  dty  from 
thtt  they  were  to  count  fev(rn  weekca»  end  at  the  «nd  otferws 
weehcfW«9tb€Feafl:o(PentiCofttobekept.  Nowinthisfiift 
daywberetntbeybegantQComittbeirweeKea  (fiMrthejircpini- 
tioQttthta  Feiftof  Penteooft)  yoa  (haUfindetlMtkfaefuftfhiics 
were  to  be  ofHnred  up  to  God ,  it  was  a  kinde  of  diftinft  feaft^ 
iijltdflMfe4ftrfthiFitfi^/rmN/m  which  they  wot  to  faring 
tlheafe  of  the  fiift  fmt$  ^  their  faanreft  unto  thf  Ptie(^  to  be 
QA:redti>Qod;Aiidtheraifoiwi8,  becanfe  now  their  harvoft 
began  s  Aflbopeas evcrtbe  Paftover was  kilted,  and  they  hid 
kfpt  the  firft  Sabb«thofthe  Paflcever  (Tor  th^ weee to  keneit 
ievendfty^/i)  they  bfg^n  their harveft, they  moft not  pot  aSiekte 
ixltothetocne^  n^r  recipe  any  thing  of  thmr^nniad  ntiiltlicy 
had  kept  the  Pft(iepver;  it  aiordcth  unto  m  tfauinftriiftaoo. 

Wee  cannot  en/oy  any  fwectneiTe  nor  bleflingfinm  any  fivita 
of  the  earthy  but  through  the  blMd  of  Jefiia  QktUt  i  Alter  thay 
hadro^eintwedtMlfnemoriilUp^the  bkKid  of  Chrift,  thtiuhey 
mi^htputa^icklei^theMrnt  andacapeir^  not  befaar,  apidaa 
ibone  M$  they  hiHi  <<4e0)fii9Sed  the  nref)tfnbeMiccWChri&  intht 
P.aflaoveri  they ii»8btg9e  with  comlbt  and  cake  theftuitasf 
the  egrth  and  rej^yice  in  thefl^^bist  not  before. 

Hpwthi^  wa^;^theinQi$h9fAlMb^thatiapart«f0iif  Mai^ 
andpaitpf  Aprill,th«nbfCM4bfhrharv^  and  thence  it  hath 
its  name,  for  ^^i'G^f^^iin^f^w^Kfrf^.  How  their  hanreft 
hepm  foib^ne  in  (he land  cfCm^m,  not  ancly  becaufe  ft  was  a 
hot  Co«ntreyj  for itifobfisved  that  Afri^  waaa  hotter  Coun* 
creythei)theira»an4.j4t|lld^htnFcftbqgaftiioaibibone  boi 
^^qu^  of  the  bi^(fipk9i'ijp^^VifM  that  land  ^  theielbre  Jh^. 
19:  )ti««glkd  ^X^^  Wl>^',  beonde  ofthetiaticly  brsoL^ 
Forth  thehplr  •  ciie  wq^da  trauflated  £$9dij  AiryM{#»  £guifi«f 
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IMP lnri$M£§  ifc0meiif$efe ;  the  fii«c  word  that  is  here  tor  IO0MJ, 
ft|mfic8  a  Kot'bmek^y  to  which  tfaf  ^Land  was  compared^  and  i^ 
it  may  be  faid  to  be  a  land  ofa  Roe-bnek^  becaufe  of  the  fpcedy 
and  fwift  ripening  of  tbe  corne*  A^*'  c=3§  u^ 

TheobfcTvationis^  It  is  theblemhg  of  theChnrcb  tohaye 
their fraitripe  betimes,  nottoftaytoolongbeforethcy  be  ripe, 
fiw  Caiiaan  was  a  type  of  the  Church.  Yon  young  ones  oonflder 
of  this ,  Vhel^rd  loveth  to  \aw  the  fmits  of  Canaan  r^bc* 
times;  if  you  gn^w  in  the  wildernefle,  though  you  did  not  bring 
forth  frmt  in  your  young  time  ^  God  did  not  fo  much  regard  it; 
but  ifyou  live  in  his  Church,  in  Canaan,  the  Lord  expeAsyon 
(hould  be^io  betimes,  in  th^  irery  fprine  6(  your  yeares  yoa 
(hould  bnn^  forth  fruit  unto  God.  Men  doe  much  rejoycc  in 
timely  truus,they  are  lovely  t  Yea  and  God  rejoyceth  in  them 
too,  MicAj.  I .  Mjf&uU  defireth  the  finft  rifefruus,  this  is  true 
^God  bimieUt.  Your  parents  and  godly  friends  may  lay »  our 
foole  deftes  thatgniCe  may  fpring  up  betimes  in  thefeypung 
eneSj  (o  it  may  be  faid  of  God,  the  very  foule  of  God  dciittth  to 
fee  the  lirftfraits}  fruit  inyoung  ones  is  that  whichis  pkafingto 
GedsibuU. 

Wc  may  further  note ,  when  we  have  had  cooHnunion  with 
God  in  iMytbii^s,  then  we  may  hsve  a  holy  and  more  comfor-* 
table  nfe  or  the  creatures.  As  before  we  noted  when  wee  have 
lUemnized  the  bl6odof Chrift,  then  we  may  enjoy  fwectnefl^ 
fibMnthdComfottsof  the  earth;  fonaw^wben  we  have  en  joy- 
ed toMinAuirion  with  God  in  his  Ordhumces,  then  is  a  fit  time  to 
hoveaholyufeoflheatttures,  yea  then  you  muft  be  careful!  of 
fiftvihg  a'^hotyuf^ofthe creatures;  as  iboneas  ever  they  came 
^m  the  Yaftover,  the  fiift  day  they  were  to  ctlcbrate  the  firft 
ihiitsantoOodr 

■Pnom  Whence,         -  * 

Tkjfdly,  After  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  (ptsnUed  upon  the  con- 
ftience,  thertftien  will  be  wady  to  dedicate  thiags  unto  God. 
Then  as  Z^fA^ito  faid,  Halfc  my^oods  1  give  t9  the  f  cert  i  here 
are  my  goods,  here  ii  my  cftatr,  dothi  the  Chnrdi^  doth  my  bre- 
thren ttandiri Aetd  o(  helpe  ^  Loe we  areready  to  o0er  tiem  up 
onto  God. 

1k)i«Uy)  TfiefhftofUeffings  atttokeftitduMRtJDGtK}. 
^ Kkk| '       God 
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God  gives  them  charge,  thatthefirftof  thefirftofallthc  ftuitii 
of  their  land  ftiould  be  offered  unto  him,  all  that  tommeth  aftrf- 
wardfhoald  be  the  more  bleffed.  Learnc  this  you  young  ones.' 
dedicate  the  firft  ©f  your  ycers  unt©  God,  the  very  firft  rf  your 
firftjthe  dawning  of  your  yeers. 

Now  affbone  as  they  had  dedicated  their  firft  fraits^when  har- 
vcft  was  done,  then  comes  the  fcaft  of  pentecoft :  then  they  rc- 
joyced  in  the  confummation  of  harveft.  Ifyou  dedicate  your - 
young  dayes  unto  God,  when  the  confummation  of  your  ycers 
comes^  how  may  you  keepea  feaft  of  Pentecoft  I  The  Jews 
firft  dedicated  the  firft  fruits,  fifty  dayes  before,  and  then  atthe 
fifty  dayes  end  they  kept  their  joyfull  ftaft  of  Pentecoft^  fo 
might  vou  if  vou  dedicated  your  young  yeers  unto  God%  On  the 
other  (ide,  what  a  fad  thing  will  it  be  tor  old  men  that  but  now 
btgin  to  thinke  of  God  sftid  Chrift>  it  is  wellyoi}  dofo,  but  you 
cannot  do  i  t  fo  comfortably  as  you  might  have  done,  if  you  had 
begun  in  your  younger  yeers.  Ifthejewcs  when  their  hanreft 
was  done  bad  brought  two.  loaves  unto  God,  might  God  fay, 
why  did  you  not  bring  the.firft  fruits  unto  me?  God  might 
fo  upbrayd  you ,  but  however  come  in  to  God  and  he  will 
liot  upbrayde  you ,  he  upbraydeth  no  mar^  but  yet  the  com- 
fort will  not  be  fo  much  becaufe  your  oonlcienccs  will  upbnjrd 
you.  -  ,        . 

Fiftly,  note  this,  Happy  isthemtn  that\^hen  kt  C0a)cs  t^ 
reap,  the  fruit  of  his  aftions,  (haU  havea  feaftxif joytTlii^  i%  mn$\ 
with  the  Jews,thfe  very  beginning  of  their  harveftj  WW  wit^.'a; 
feaQ,  andtheconclufionwithafeaflrtoo.  AUtheadiodspfour 
livesareafowingoffeed,  if  you  fow  fparingly  ycfu  (haU  reap 
fparingly , and  happy  thofc  men  when  they,  cpme  tpi.  ifeal),  that 
both  the  b^inning  and  condufion  of  their  reading  Qml  be  a 
joy full  feafting.  Many  fow  meh:ily,but  they  Mjip  itorrour  «id 
angui(h;  but  wiim  the  Saints  come'tofeap;  t hi^  (hall  have  a 
feaft  of  joy.  •  At  thy  right  hamddre  j^yer  and  fle^tft^j  fir  rvfr^ 


m^re.  • 


-  6s  At  thefiftiethday^then  they  were  to  fokmnizethe  mercy 
cff  Godin  giving  tothemthcfndts  of  the  earth  for  thdi  harvrft^ 

Hence  this  Note*  ( 

•  Much  pra[ife  isduetKiGodfor  the  fmits.  of  the  earj:h,  %  PPt- 

ward 
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ward  comforts.  How  much  praifc  then  is  due  for  J  e  s  u  s 
Christ  ,  and  all  fpirituaU  merdes  in  him  ?  Though 
we  ought  to  blcfle  God  for  the  things  of  the  earth,  yet  wee 
(houldbefoTwallowed  up  in  blefling  God  for  his  word  and 
ordinances,  and  fpirituaU  mercies,  asincomparifbn  our  hearts 
fhould  be  above  the  fruits  of  the  earth.Therefore  it  isobfervable, 
that  in  £«iK' where  there  is  a  Prophefic  of  the  ftate  of  the 
Church,  let  out  by  the  Jcwifli  v/ay  of  feafts,  tho^igh  there  be 
mention  of  the  Pa^eover^znAnnv  moonesy  and  SM^thSy  and  of 
tht fi^fi  ofTficriMchs,  yet  there  is  no  mention  of  the /m/^/ 
Pentwfiy  rio  mention  of  keeping  a  feaft  for  blefling  (^iod  for 
jthefe  things.  Not  but  that  they  mould  doe  fo,  but  that  their 
beatts  (hbuld  bofo  canyed  up  with  abundance  of  fpiritual 
mercies,  that  then  all  for  Chrifl,  and  for  heaven,  and  for^ 
eternity, .  their  hearts  fliould  be  wholly  fet  upon  fpiritual! 
thirtgs. 

7*.  Jtwas  a  great  ingagem^nt  to  them  foufethe  creatures, 
when  in  thefirft  beginning  tliey  had  dedicated  them  unto  God, 
andintheconclufionofharvcft  they  had  fblemnized  his  mercy 
ipgivingthemthccreatures.  For  God  did  thereby  teach  them 
that  jhey  might  be  fiinher  engaged  to  ufe  all  creatures  for  his  fer- 
yice.  As  it  is  a  mighty  engagement  to  any  man  if  God  give  him 
A  heart  to  dedicate  the  beginning  6t  a  mercy  unto  God,  &  when 
Kq  hath  got  the  mercy  fulfilled^  then  in  a  folemnc  manner  hee 
bleflcthGodforit,tomakeufeotthis  metcie  for  Gods  honour. 
Certainly  the  reafon  why  many  arc  fo  loofe  in  their  convcrfati- 
ons,  and  doe  not  employ  the  creatures  of  God  to  his  glory,  is, 
bccaufethe^docnotin  a  folemne  manner  blefle  God  for  that 
they  enjoy.'  As  in  your  trading,  fuppofe  you  have  fome  com-r 
fortable  Incomes,  perhaps  you  take  tbefe  comforts,  and  thank 
Ood  in  a  Height  manner  for  them,  ho  w  doe  you  ufe  them  after^* 
wards?  onely  for  your  ftlves  and  for  theflcfh*  But  wfien  you 
heareofldcomes  of  riches  flowing  in  upon  you,  if  you  can  then 
prcfently  take  the  firft  fruits  and  give  fome  part  to  Gods  fcrvice 
as  a  teftunony  of  thankefulnefle,and  in  your  families  a^d  clofets 
in  a  folemnf  maoner  eivc  .God  the.  glory  for  thegood  fucccffe 
yoUhavehadinyourelUte,  this  will  be  Imighty  engagement  to 
youtoufeyourdlatesforhisfervice.       ..    -    . 

.     S.Mark' 
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8.  Mark  thttat  thefirft,  in  their  preparation,  they  were  to 
bringbut  iJhiAft,\i\xt  after  ward,£wf>.a3.i7.  they  were  to  bring 
ti9#  l^Mcs  I  in  the  (irft  they  were  to  ofier  omt  te-JamiwUb^ms 

cfftrings  when  they  had  received  che  full  harvcft. 

Thence  learn^thowh  yoa  be  forward  to  give  God  ^ory  when 
you  art  young,  the  (ml  fruit  ofyouryeers^ytt  when  you  com€ 
to  be  old,  you  fhould^«rf/&  in  the  Cattrts  rfG9is  hmfi.  Fiift 
they  offered  but  a  little  unto  God  ^  afterward  abundtnce.  Doe 
you  fo  ?  I  appeale  to  aU  old  men  diat  arc  here  this  day,  if  God 
did  giveyou  any  heart  to  give  upyoar  young  yeeret  to  hiin^ 
ble(feGodforit ;  but  now  when  you  are  old,  are  you  as  ftcw 
ward  as  ever  you  were  ?  You  ought  to  be  hot  onely  fo^but  txmch 
more  abundant  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.^Nay  ctonototheis 
witnefleagainftyou,  that  there  wasfuch  a  time  wherein  yoa 
were  more  forward  9  and  thatiiow  you  begin  rather  to  tempo- 
rize ?  The  Lord  f^orbid  this  mould  be  ipoke  of  any  old 
men.  God  expedls  more  afterward  then  at  the  firft  fruits ; 
and  though  nature  may  decay,  yet  there  istpromife  cl»t  in 
their  old  age  thtj  fhaO fi^Hrifh  in  the  courts  rf  Gods  hestfe^  and 
ihall  mantfvft  the  graces  of  his  Spirit  much  more.  We  are  ready 
at  the  firft  fruits  to  ofF^r  unto  God  fomewhatj  when  his  meccy 
commethfirft;  but  when  mercy  comes  afterward  mote  folly, 
we  (kould  be  more  fiiU  m  our  o&rii^* 

You  will  fay,  what  is  the  meaning  of  thi$,  that  there  it  a 
burnt  offering,  a  (in  offering,  and  a  peace  offering  iirthe^aft  of 
Pentecoft  f  what  is  the  difl&rence  of  thefe  three  o^ings  f 

The  difference  is  this ;  The  burnt  offifring  was  in  cefiiiaiony  of 
tbdr  high  relped:  toGod,  they  wholly  had  refpcd  coGod  in  tdia 
barEitoffeiing;  t3iatis,theyteiideredttpiiMDethiQgtoGodas  a 
tefUmonyof  thehigh  and  honourdile  efteemerhey  had  of  k\% 
ma  jeftie,  it  was  wholly  to  be  given  up  to  him*  Now  in  the 
other  they  had  refpeftto  themfelves,  the  (in<-o&ring  was  not 
tooffen^laaiftcemeerlytoteftifierdpedtoGodj  tot  to  be  a 
typi^ldgaificationof  dhriils  iacrince  ioc  iimies$  they  were 
tolookthroughtheir£iaifice,taChrifl,  and  their  fin-oftring 
was  to  be  an  atonement  for  tkeirfiiu 
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Tht pcalccbfferin g  was  in  thankfgiviBg  for  a  mn-qf ,  or  wbeii 
they  would  petition  to  God  for  a  further  mercy.  All  this  muft 
bedone  in  theday  of  Pentecoft. 

But  bcfides  thi«  end  of  Pentecon:,  to  (blcmnize  the  mercies  of 
Godin  their  harveft^herels  another  that  isconftantly  affirmed  by 
the  Jewes,and  I  find  many  Divines  making  no  queftion  of  it;but 
I  Knde  it  not  ib  dtedy  laid  down  m  the  Word.  They  fay  God 
in  this  fisaft  did  fokmnize  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  this  ii  their 
grounds  bccaufe  fifty  dayes  after  their  comming  out  Wf  Egypt 
was  the  time  of  Gods  givuigtheiaw,  and  fo  they  fay  Pentecofl; 
was  appointed  to  bltfle  God  for  giving  the  law*  The  Jevn  fsiy 
that  G6d  dedt  with  them  as  a  King  (hould  deale  with  a  poore 
mail  in  prifi)n,fir{l  he  releafeth  him  of  his  bondage,  and  withall 
tells  him,thataftc£(iichatimelre  wiUmarry  him  to  his  daugh- 
ter; now  ^ thiy,  will  not  diis  man  count  everyday,  and 
long  bntill  this  time  tomei!  iy  when  God  did  deliver  us 
out  of  Egypt,  heetold  us  that  after  fuch  a  time  he  wou^ 
give  us  bis  la^,  and  marry  us  to  hfis  daughter  which  isthe 
law,  and  this  is  the  reaibn  why  we  count  i^  diligently  the  very 
vveekes,  nay  the  dayes,  as  longing  for  that  time  wlien  we  are 
to  bd  marryedto  t  helaw*  when  th<r  Lord  fttall  ^a(nt  ^  u$  dich  a 
ihctcy.      '-  '  '■'- 

^  'From' whence  wee  may  note,  that  we  are  notonely  to 
ketpe  GodsHw,  but  to  rf  Joyce  in  Gods  lawj  not  one<^ 
ly  to  look  at  .what  is  commanded  as  a  duty,  but  as  a  high 
|»rivikdgei  and  (b  bk0e  God  for  theiaw*  it  is  a  higher  thing 
to  love  Gods  law,  and  i^oyce  in  it  then,  to  obey  it  ^  Gr^dt 
p€4i€C.Jksltb€j bsvetkAt  l0vethjUmiD%fii^xd^  that  he l^td 
tifl^t^^Gtdmmtthmfiiver^UiUA^  it  \f$Mfmreut  to  him 
fken  the  hawiy  smltb^  h$nif€§wAe^  T^e  Jews  at  tbitfidaydo 
muchrej^ncewiieiithe  Lawof^^Giodisread,  andintheii^fyisa-' 
eogaes  w^en  the  Icwof  God  is^brpoght  our,  tbey  lift  op  then: 
bodies  inakinde  of  exultation,  re joydng  that  God  gave  this 
kwtothem.  ^ 

f  imher^  the  tune  of  their  Penteooft  w«s  the  time  of  the 
ctefcendingoftfai4ioly6hoftiiponrlieA^les:  as  ^^ 
time  gave  the  law  by  Mofe^y  fo  theSpirit  it  tfcat  tune  came  by 
Chriftito  (hew  that  we  are  in  the  Goipel  to  receive  the  Spirit  of 
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God)  to  inable  usto  fulfill  the  law.  They  bid  the  letter  of  the 
ltw,but  in  comparifon  of  what  we  have^  they  had  not  theSpitit, 
but  Qowthe  holy  Ghoftiscomc  in  a  foil  meaiiire ;  as  he  then 
came  upon  the  Difcipksjfo  he  copies]  how  in  the  tine  of  the 
Gofpell  in  a  fuller  way  then  foroiorly,  there  is  tcontinoaU 
Pentecoft. 

But  the  workes  of  Goddoenotof  themfeWes£inftlfi«atny 
time,  except  we  take  that  note  with  us,  wee  foty  runne 
into  a  thoufand  abfiirdities ;  if  we  fti^ue  thus,  becaulb  the  Jews 
had-&ch  a  time  we  may  have  itich  a  time,  or  becaufe  there  were 
fuchbleffingsat  that  time  therefore  we  may  fan<fUfie  that  day. 
Noj  the  workes  of  God  do  not  fandtifie  any  time^of  themfel  ves ; 
It  muft  be  the  Word,  fome  inftitution  or  other^^cither  the  Word 
written  or  fome  immediate  diftate  of  tbeSpirit  that  muft  fanfti* 
fy  any  day.  Certainly  the  Work  of  our  redemptio&it  felf  i% 
not  enough  to^chaoge  the  iabbath^f  wehad  not  fome&oting  for 
^  new  inmtution.  We  ufiiallygivethis  ground  for  the  change 
of  the  dayibeaufcof  thtgreatneflkoftfae  worke;butthonghttc 
workes  of  God  be  gp«at,thoiigh  never  fo  great,  it  is  not  for  us  to 
fandliSe  a  day,it  muil  be  an  iimitution  of  God,or  elfe  we  finne  in 
{an<^ifying  any  fet  and  ftated  timefor  any  fiich  work^for  Chiifts 
refuneftioujor  fending  of  the  Spirit,  except  there  cooie  an  infti^ 
tution,thoi^thewombeaf  ereat  as  any  thir^  Q>deverdid 
for  the  Jewes,it  will  be  but  wiU-^worflbip  inus,'.and  God  will 
notbeputoffwiththis,  Wbatisnotthisasgreatawwkasthat 
the  Jews  had^  and  may  not  we  celebrate  the  mcmoiy  of  it  as 
they  did?  bat  God  ftiixLlkYJVh^r^^fith^  tkimpitt  j^mr 
b^nis  t  Thus  fane  you  nty  4oindeed,that  isrf^lefle  6od&r  thoie 
workff  all  the  dayes  of  your  livesjbot  t^ks^lkt  any  Mtticnlar 
day  forthem,  certainly  that  cannot  be  done  withoHttome;  we 
ha^eour  warrant  for  the  Lords  day  at  wdl  astbegreatndleof 
thework,'becaiifeofthepraftifeor  the  Aptftles  who  were in- 
/piredby  thehoLy  Ghoft. 

The  next  isthefeaft  of  Trumpets,  onely  one  particular  about 
itatthifftimejbeoyufrprovidcficeiMkeskfo  lathe 

feteoth  moneth(whi€h  was  the  0ift  mttasA^ottkatAmm 
Cm/^)  there  wecethreefaftSk 
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Thcfirftwasthefetftof  TnuBpetSiDow  there  wastthree- 
(old  ufe  of  Trampets  among tbe  Jews,  i  *  For  thecalling  of 
the  congrq;ation  together^as  we  ufe  C9  do  with  bells,  a.  The 
•ailing  of  them  to  warre.  '3.  For  the  iblemnizing  of  their 
feafls.    Thisfeaft  of  trumpets  you  hxvCjNMmki  1  j. 

There  are  four  ends  given  by  Divines  of  the  fesdftof  trumpets^ 
ibme  Icosiftfle  are  very  improbable^  bift  there  are  two  very 
probable.    The  one  i5»this  teaft  was  to  celebrate  the  New-y eer 
witfathem;  as  uponevenr  newmoneth  that  was  called  thefeafl^ 
ofdie  new  Mooo.to  celeorate  the  beginning  of  the  moneth^  fo  Jn 
the  begiidning  of  the  yeer  they  had  a  &a(l  to  celebrate  the  begin- 
ijiD^oFtheyeerejthat  wisthiafeaft^fbr  it  wason  the  firft  day  of 
their  civill  veer;(b  that  it  i$  very  probable  that  feaft  was  ap- 
pomted  to  bleife  God  for  thenevr- yeer  as  well  astheyfcadone 
taeelebrate  the  new  moneth.    It  was  Gods  ioftitution  for  that 
time  to  have  the  New-yecre  oodcaated^  by  that  feaft »  yet 
this  can  be  no  ^ound  for  us  now  to  coiifeaate  the  b^jin- 
nifigaf  every  new  yeere  onto  God :  that  was  jewi&  and  it 
is  cafkf  if  we  wiu  have  any  con&cration  of  a  new  yeere  it 
maft  be  by  vittucof  fame  imticutionorothcr>  let  (who  can) 
(howtheinftitution:  wemaftnotthinkebecaoieithathaaiew 
of  wifdome,  and  it  feemes  to  be  redboable.to  us>  there^ 
fore  it  may  be  this  is  notenot^h  in  matter  of  worflup^  you 
moR.  ftridly  tye  yam  felves  to  an  in^tution  in  mattersof  wor- 
fhip^in  cortfecratii^  of  timej.    31s  it  is  JewiiUfo  it  is  Heathen- 
ilk,  the  Heathens  confocrated  their  new  yeer  to  the  honour  of 
theirgodi^Mtf^ft  wcr^dinC^ciliupfjintifi^Ji^enfe^n  France 
mtheyeer  tf14.it  wasthejuclgement  of  that  councell  that  it  is 
not  lawfqlltoobfervethe  feftivities  of  theGentiles;to  keep  their 

Iworfiiip^obfervktion'oftheir  Calends,(that  is^the  beginning 
of  theh:  mura6ths][toadomehoufe8  with  lawrell  and  green  bayes^ 
forkUthefepmoiies  ^faiththeCouncellJ  favour  6f  paganiline. 
Andlikfwifranaiitientvmterfaith^that  the  Kalends  of  Janua- 
ryarerathcrtobetakenheedofj  thentobeaccountedKalendSyi  ,  .  j 
andfe  tobeftn^ed ;  And  further,  he  faith^e  Church  hath  i'LJ'!''^ 
"•     •      .    111  2    ^  ap>  I  °^^-^- 
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appointed  troleinn€feaftt0 be  upon  chat  very  daybecaufeof  tfae 
notorious  abufes  there  were  wont  to  be  upon  that  day.  And 
p0ljdore  f^j^//faith^thitthefefdemi)ities6tLawrellind  bayeSp 
tndnMrqtttfS,andmttininiDgB|tDd&ckvinkiek.,  they  all  come 
from  the  Heathens  Bacchjm4iia^  and  Sottrntd/is  that  >were  woht 
to  beat  that  time  of  theyeere.  However  tliecitfore  wee  put 
them  upon  Cbrift,  andthinke  we  honour  htm,  and  cadi  ft  the 
Circumcidon  day  of  Chrift»  yet  by  thofc  cuftsmes  we  difhonour 
him^  for  they  are  rather  Heatheaiih  then  Chciftian  ^  Todoe  it  J 
fay  ,becau(e  we  thinke  to  confecrate  time ;  thoi^h  there  may  be 
foffle  natutalt  reafon  of  rejoycing^  yet  no  ground  for  coticr 
cration.  ,      - 

Let  no  man  ob jeftind  fay  y  thefe  folemnhies  ,^e  beene  a 

long  time  in  the  Chiux:h«  It  is  tnies  thefe  are  andonkbut  from 

whence  comes  the  antiquity  ?  It  comes  fromheilft  becaulc 

Chriftians  being  newly  converted  out  of  pa^jpEe ,  the)r 

would  keepe  as  much  aspoiflibiy  theymi^  OTtheK^sigancu* 

ftomes^  onely  they  would  give  them:  a  tuiaie^:  turned  them  to 

Chriftian  (okmniti^^  but  thc-rife  was  from, their  IPagan  oh 

ftomes :  thereforealltheargiimvntoiantrquit]r], either finrth^ 

orCeremonies^or  PrdadcaU  goveimncm^  it  comes  fna»m  diis 

ground)  becaufe  their  Pagan  cimoipeswetefov  and  theyliyol 

abiong  Pjfgans,  and  havin?  beetie  lately  Pagans^  they  fiifHred 

and  foielt of  Heathenf (meftiU.  So .now^  many plictd  ehatuiiidi 

things  were  in  the  firil&tformation  xino  aoiatvalj^faeyiiEtained 

them,  for  they  were  but  newiycom^aatofPopexyy  and  they 

favoured  and&ieit  of  Popety.  Indeed  to  plead  theantiqtniydE 

theftthihgii  r  w^idi  mcti  muft  th<^  when  they  arepot  to  it,  ii 

oneofthcgreaceftargumentsd^ainfttheBK  ThiiswwtheFedt 

of  AU«.Saint^  turtied  ftom  the  Heathens  Feaft  F^mlm^,^  mi& 

the  Feaft  of  the  Pori^ttonc^the  VirgRi  Atery  vfJikfatfcey  cali 

Csnilrmtiiy  the  Heathens  lad  the  feaftivity  <rftheir  Gi^dede 

telnrsu  (wh^was  the  Motherofiliinr^fi^Rthatday)  from 

whence  the  naflio  of  our  month  F^bnus^  coot  moth  ^  they^ 

then  celifbntetkac  time  With  Candles.;  andiudh  things  asFa* 

piftsdoenow.  This  antii^ty you faaW for  tile  odmafi^ 

Thelikvmaybciaidfor  the  at^pmefttof  Antiqiinty  fer  die 

Pre* 
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Prelatcs^Ofllyloine,  fach  i.  kiudccf^6rtttimem  haft  beenc 
ererfincoChnftiaa  Religion  hath  becne  in  England.  Grant  that 
there  hath  becnefome  ktndc  af  Bi(hD{>s  ever  fince  j  but  frott 
whence  came  they  ?  We  finde  in  Hilteries ,  that  wh^n  the  Pa- 
gans were  herein  England,  thby  *ad  their  FUminSy  and  their 
^Arth^-fUmiMs^  Xiiirj^iy  was  one ,  and  Yorkg  waa  {mother*  and 
when  they  were  convened  to  Cbriftian  Religion,  yet  ftiU 
keeping  fotne  of  their  Heathenifti  cuftomes,  in  ftead  of  tktfir 
Arch'fidmiHs  they  ipade  Areb^jh^fs^  and  of  their  Fl^mins^ 
Biflf&fSy  and  that  in  their  very  {>iat€$»  as  Londsn^xxA  T^rkf »  an4 
feme  fay  Cbefitr^  chey  kept  their  Biftiopricfcs  dill*  This  is  the 
Tcry  ground^f  the  antiquity  of  them  5  therefore  my  brethren,  let 
not  us  bepQC  oflfwith  fudi^tfgMoientsas  thefe  imea  delude  you^ 
they  bafHe  you  by  thefe  argwnews* 


■..:..:        ■  .3 

,JitdMSherfrletii>iirFtitfis,&*:       * 

E'E  btgafl  theisA  day  to  fpeake  fomething  of  the 
I  Fritp' «f  Trimfttft  ^cti  (hall  fMe  thcf  inftitation 
of  it  in  Leffkicm  »3[.  14.  Ttitfl^Jl  httve^Smb^Mh^ 
■M  memtridt  tif  Hotriiig^  •/  7V**f  *#/,'.  Nftw  thae 
were  divers  ends  of  Gods  inftitution  of  this  Feaft, 
Iliavefeokebf*onc;  thefccondreifonof  that  Feaft,'theHe- 
brcwtthinl«,vwarem«inbr|Mceof  //i«frdeiiTetance,  when 
le  ftdnWhave  bcene  fatrificeJ  y  ktii  the  Kim  ought  by  the 
homesto  be  factffitfcdintfsfteid ;  they  ifw  it  frbm  diismgu- 
ment,  b?cjiufc  thatj'eaft  isolfed  j1  wf»»rM^,  (fay  they)  to 
tt«e»rt)kttHetMf»ert»ceofjyi*r,  anditffloftbebytlieTnMn- 
pttsoFH«Mhornes,to«fflthi$toretttpnrf5ijai«*,  theddive^ 
nmcebf //Wf.anaa  ^«p  facnBcedih  h«ftt*d  jtltisisfBe  Jtirs 
ormrionof  h,  butit  ifettBtfs -to  befiiffrbtt  the  meaning  oftfae 
hQlFGhoft.AtKiramronoftfief  *ft  •fThH)pct»,foine  fay. 
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Ch«p.i. '  (C^jctlh^.  tmon%(i  ofbers)  was  kifiituted  for  a  teemorialloF 
Gods  giving  the  law  by  found  of  the  trumpet;  that  is  not  likely 
neUheiabeqattfe  thU  (caft  was  not  kept  at  the  time  oi^Gods  gi- 
viog  the  k  w,if  there  were  any  time  for  the  celebration  of  giving 
the  la w>it  muft  be  at  the  feaft  of  Peutecoft.  A  fourth>it  was  for  a 
celebration  ofamemMiall  of  Gods  goodneflfe  to  them  4n  the 
time  of  war^For  alllthe  mercies  of  God  unto  them  in  theirwarSy 
which  was  declared  by  the  blowing  o£  the  trumpets.  But  I  ra- 
ther take  another  reafon»to  be  a  maine  and  principall  reafbn  of 
GodsinltitutionoCthisfeaft^  to  be  a  preparation  tothefaftof 
atonement  aiid  expiatiooj  and  therefbre{liiith  CsUvin)  it  is  cal- 
led 4  mem^rUt^  Levit.  23.  for  this  reafon^  to  put  them  in  oilnde 
to  hucBblethem&lves  before  God^  to  afBiA  their  hearts  inthie 
day  ofatonemeotiand  fecondly^naMMriif  beforeCodj^httOod 
may  remember  them  for  mercyi  fothe  Jews  obfenre  from  the 
grltdayeftheicvemhmoneth^  unto  the  tenth  da^^  there  wis 
more  then  ordinary  exercifes  in  giving  of  almes,  in  pray ing^in 

foing  to  their  {yoagogues,  they  were  very  devout  for  thofe  ten 
ayes  in  way  of  preparation  for  tlie  day  of  atonement^  ;of  expia- 
tion. From  whence  note. 

It  is  of  this  ofe  to  us  to  prepare  fbr  die  day  of  faftii^MiDifteis 
(hould  blow  their  trumpets  to  the  peopletopreparctheoifor 
that  day  :God  hath  accepted  of  tholepoc»:e  kind  of  fafts  thct  we 
have  kept,  abundanse  of  mercies  we  haverecdvedmthem* 
there  isicarce  any  one  6A  day  thatis  keptibot  we  prefemlf  hear 
eoodnewsafteri;-  if  wehadk»t6Aday^csasweoi^t,ifwe 
had  becnf>repared  as  we  ftiould^Owhat  might  we  h^ve  obtained 
of  God  by  this  time  1  if  God  acceptsfuch  poor  things  as  we  doj 
(zs  God  knowes  they  are  poore  and  meanej  if  wehadevety 
time  a  trumpet  blowne  before  us  to  prepare  us  for  the  day  dP 
atonement,  what^^toneipenti  m^to  Errand  have  made  witk 
C^odbiefere  tl^s  timet  Thus  yoamay  know  how  to  reade under- 
ftan|iingly  thofe  thiri^s  you  readc  about  the  feaft  of  Trumpets. 
The  nextteaft  was  the  f^fi  9f  hxfistum^  in  the  tenth  day;  I 
thoaght  not  have  fpoken  of  that,  becauie  the  feaft  of  Expiation 
isa  w^catl^rthenai^eaft,  but  that  is^meant  heceas  weUL  asiny 
of'btbg^other^  for  this  reafbn,  though  it  were  a fkfl^  yet  the 
Hebrew  word  herethat  is  tittn(IatedyMmir^if/?/^fi  one^ 
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\j  afctledtftftted^ibieaine  time.  And  Secondly,  It  wts  a  gmt 
mercy  to  the  to  have  fiich  a  day  of  faft;  thougbthe  day  of  atone- 
ment, be  a  dayof  affliftinj^taemfelves,  yetitisthecaufeof  re« 
joycing  to  a  nation,  that  CJod  grants  them  fiich  a  day  of  atone- 
ment ;  ijt  is  a  fpeciali  nieanes  to  m«ko  way  to  the  joy  of  a  nation^ 
and  therefore  this  is  included  amon^  the  other:  now  the  hiftci- 

Zef that,you  have  in  thofetwo  fiimous  Scriptures>i>t«>.  i  tf.and 
•vfM}.  In  this  day  of  atonement,  the  tenth  day  of  the  fe- 
renth  moneth^  there  are  divers  thirds  wry  obfervable,  and  ttft- 
full  for  thefc  times.  .  '  ' 

The  fiift  is.  The  Jblemne  chame  tfcat  God  '^ave  for  afflifting 
mens  foids  upon  that  day ;  you  mall  finde  in  a  few  terfes  three 
(ciftaM  times  afblemne chaige  to  aflfift  their  foules,  to  humble 
thekfoules  ;  Livi$^%i.2j.%9. 3 1.  Godappointed  oneday  in  the 
y ccr  tor  ali  the  Jews  t0  /tgUB  thihrfmUty  to  make  an  atonement 
between  God  andtfaem,  in  a  day  of  faf^  and  they  were  charged 
to  be  fore  to  affiid  their  foules  then,  and  that  foule  that  did 
not^God  threattned  fcut  it  off. 

The  feoond  thing  obfervable  is,  that  the  Priefl:  was  to  go  into 
thf  IMf  ^if#/fr/,wherehe  wasto  go  but  once  a  yeerjXw/iVa  6» 
thi  bcginniag  and  thelattei^eiid  compared  together ;  yon  (hiU 
&ide  it.  This  sD«y  teach  OS  thus  much; 

If  ever  we  are  to  looknponjB.su  s  Cri  &  I  s  T  in  the  prcfence 
of  Godyto  go  into  theiHoly  etHolies,Biaking  interceflion  for  us, 
it  is  in  the  dayjof  atonement,  in  the  day  of  a  publicpirfaft  of  the 
Jcingdom^hen  are  we  to  exerdfe  ourfaith  upon  Chriftjas  tfr^tring 
before  God  into  the  Hdly  of  Holies  for  us,  alter  We  have  changed 
upoaour  fods  our  (ins,and  afflided  our  fouls,  we  mud  likewife 
caftnpaneyeoffaith,  beholding  JefosChriftourhighPrieftat 
tJiaiiaybentetheFatihaffiaklngiiitercefnoBferu^^      '  ^    ' 

The  third  thing  obfirrvable  is,  at  that  day  tfatf  Priefl:  wasto 
make  an  atonementfor  all  the  holy  things;Tn  Levit.  1  ^mo^when 
J^f  b4th m0uk.»  tndfif  nconsilingtbe'holjflace^  tiieTab&mMU^ 
and  the  Mtur^ti'C.  the  Pricft  was  not  onely  to  feck  to  make  r^ 
coaeiltatkxil^etHmcn  Qodfaad  the  poop^ 
I*  ^l9}fi^es^tvmthc  Holy^ofHoli^h4d>a.kiiideofrp!pUudpnin  ft, 
Uidm(^b(xtc$mt^cd^m'i  and.thiiTabernad?^  ahittbeAltoT, 
flU^thiem  had  a  kind  of  pollotion  upon  ti^ffi;A»  iQfefti6us.fsctee 
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(in.of  m«|^4  all  theie  wcretobcTeconcticd  u|)oti  i  day  of  t- 

This  teachcth  U9s  That  in.  a  day  of^tonement,  of  faftiiig,  we 
ar^  then  to  have  A  fpccifiU  care  to .  feek  mercie  from  God,  to  be 
recbncikdtoi^^tDcQgiurd  of  all  onr  holythii^s^  onr  holy  diH 
ties,  and  o&vings ;  we  are  to  feek  then  to  get  the  beft  finrvkes 
that  ever  we  performed  in  all  our  lives,  to  be  deanfed^  that  God 
may  be  pacified  in  regard  ofthe  filth  and  uhdeannefie  that  hath 
delved  even  t$i  them*  .Yoo  are  not  in  the  day  of  a  faft^  ondy  to 
confefle  your  notorious  {tns*to  God,  thofethatin  their  own  na* 
ture  are  unfull>  but^you  aselfacn  to  txaminc  allybur  holy  duties, 
to  humble  yoiir  ftlves  be&tjsGod,  and  feek  to  make  peace  with 
GodI  in  regard  of  the  undeanneife  that  hath  been  in  them.  This 
Cewthinkpf,thjryinthed»^  of  ^  Fj|A  tconfeft  fuch  fin^  asare 
yUeii|theinrdvei>bi»ttobe  made  ftf^ii^e  ^f'ciie  ubdeanncfle 
of  holy  duties ,  thai  is  little  thau^tt^  in  dde  day  of  their 
Fafts* 

4*  In  their  day  of  Atoncmenir,  the  Paeft  was  to  lay  the  iins 
oftbe  congregation  upon  thefcapegoat«  Thef)x)neoifthey2^4p^ 
g9^  was  thisrThctPtitft  muftcaiac  Ad  jfw^j^tfr./fc  / 
emgr€MM,f$^  l^ing  hishMnduf9n,th9hi4io^titigaMi^  |Q3dthto 
Yittam'fenJi  this g^af  into  the  wiUarmeft^  The: meaning  is  oif 
great  ufe  to  0$;.lcfiisChl:iftheisthefcspegoar9  and  wc  ai^  in 
thjcditycSQfoutttwiliajdoBStocomeafid.ky  our  hands  upon 
JeTus  CHrift,andconfe0eaUour  (ipstiverhhn#  <  bok  t^ion 
alt  our  6fl5  as  laid  qpon  him.  Now  ^e  fcapr  goat  was  to  be 
ftnt  int9thti^iUernep  :  Whatisthtt>'*niatis>fent into*  land 
of  focgetfidnefle,  fo  aithe  Jews  fhould  never  cometo^firetfaoit 
goat againbtkat  their  Jiasvrerelaidczpon,  it  iigotfied  tothem/ 
that  their .  fin»  were  tnw  io  fbt^vrobdhedi,  daCtfaty  fluadd 
iKifei:hearcfl>iti!eir!{inaigainc.:  l^fai0mtfc<iiiicfinflr  dpbti  Qirift, 
•fwefl\Moevercooietofee,ixit  hrtkicoitfre^^tbem^  In  the 
day  of  our'  Fafts  wee  fiioijld  thus  exCrctic)  oir.ftitli^  upoti 
Chrift..  .  :  .  .    .  . 

Aiifethingtfaat  witsto  bedone^WBS  uJprhtiiK  thtUdmd^fth 
.fim9t^9$i$i^tf»mcridi^ft0$i^  .  lo  is  tfc^-'faiotid  of 

Chsiftthat  is  iipbn»  andbcfiaieGodtnerdc^eit^  tl»ti)mair«s 
oierckiromtiioKefbrus.  . 

TJie 
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The fixt  thing*  Inthei5.of/>t;«fcw,t/mij.thcPricftinuft  Ledtio. 
t^i^ctnferfHi^fbmrnmg  coaUtoffre  fr^m  0^ the  Altar ^  ^nd  •  6^ 
biihstm^^ffweet  incenfe  ke$tenfm4K.  This  he  muft:  doc  in  the 
day  of  Atonement^  to  teach  iii|  That  in  the  dayot  our 'feleome 
Fafts^  weonift  beforeto  get  our  hearts  hiU  or  burning  ooaks 
fvom  the  Altar,fuU  of  affeftion  and  zcale^  full  of  mighty  workr 
ingsoffpiritcoGcKi,  although  you  that  are  godly,  and  fo  are 
Prieftc  to  God^  at  other  times  come  with  few  coales  from  the 
Alrar^alittle  atfeAioni  your  affedions  are  fcarce  heated,  but  in  a 
day  of  atonement  you  muft  come  with  your  hearts  fall  of  coalcSj 
and  be  fure  it  be  lire  from  the  Altar,  do  not  fatislie  your  fel ves  in 
naturaiia£fedions  then,but  be  fure  youbehiUof  ^idtuallaifedi*- 
onsjand  thi^nfitU  efinctnfi.  What  was  that  ?  it  typically 
r^efented  our  prayer,  you  muft  be  fure  to  have  your  hearts 
(^  of  prayer,  to  fend  up  abundance  of  incenfi*  before  God;  the 
incenie  muft  be  Sof  Ipices  hattn  fmstty  what  is  that  ?  theprayers 
that  we  are  to  fend  up  to  God,  in  the  day  of  atonement^  muft 
come  from  much  contrition  c^fpirit,  our  hearts  muft  be  beaten 
finatl  tb  powder,  when  thehefrts  of  men  are  beaten  to  powder, 
thenthey  are  able  to  fend  f  eith  foch  incenfe,  as  is  a  fweet  favour 
in  the  noftiik  of  God.  Many  of  you  in  the  im  ^f  afaft  kemt  to 
be fullof  prayer^btsc  is  this  prayer  a  fweet  incnife  to  God  or  no? 
faowfluU  i  luK^rhat  ?  by  this^God  htth  appointed  the  incenfe, 
appn  the  dayof  atonembnt,tobe  tliat5that  muftcoisne  tirom  fpicet 
bcacen^iittqFbeart  be  beaten  to  powder^and  thy  prayers  be  but  the 
(avour,  andtheodor  ofthy  graces  that  jireasfpkes^andheated  bv 
thefice  of  Godsfpiritztben  heteia  incenfe  that  ploafesGod,Hrft 
gra|oes,wlifdi  are  tii«rpices,Vtyec<)ntrition,that  is  the  be^tingfinal, 
tiMi  the  fire  t£  Gods  fpirk  to  catdetbeincenfe  to  rife  op  in  the 
sdfkittsofGadaSfi  fweet  fivour.  * 
- ;  ii»(Mr,afetwt^<thi»g  in  AccdHy  of  atorteriient  ^ti.ihechni 
tfkbmiiteafiikHtfic0if4r  tt^ Mircyfeate^  t>ifr,lj,arid  then  #fc? 
^Jif  btftkof  likf  ^nXTwrit  and  tkegtMe^  muft  be  ffrifd^hiufn  the 
Meip^fim€i,uiA^BM  fatten  times  and.vfr.15.  the  blood  of  th6 
gokPMiiiirilt^^  BOt-ottely  up^  the  MerejfeM,  but  before 
tSeMettefffeJef  what  te  the  meiming  of  this?  muft  our  mercy 
iatttedi»Udedte^thb\ifei9^o^^  wdhad^Med  have  itap^ 
ficar#taiMttM^itlottdc«l;yessiRthc^ofatonementkmuft 
•  '•  •  Mmm .  ^  >€.. 
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bedoiidcd,  butcloildcd  with  inccnie;  the  incenfe  thtt  wasfent 
up^wfts  a  type  ©f  the  fweet  perfunic  of  the  merit  of  J  b  s^u  $ 
C  H  &  I  s  T ;  Now  in  the  dayes  of  atonement  we  muft  lookup  to 
the  mercy  featc,  as  clouded  with  the  merit  of  Chrift,  clouded, 
that  isthe  meritofj  e  s  u$C  h  r  i  s  t  round  about  it,as  a  cloud,and 
covering  the  roetcy  Xeat,  to  teach  us  that  no  man  muft  dare  to 
looke  upon  the  mercy  feat  of  God  as  it  is  in  it  felfe,  but  he  muft 
have  the  incenfe  of  the  merit  of  Chrift  round  about  it,  the  rea  fon 
was  given  why  the  Lord  muft  have  the  incenfe  as  a  cloud  to  co- 
verthc  mercy  ieate,  Ufih^Meiif  he  had  entered  into  the  holy 
place^and  there  looked  upon  the  mercy  featCj  and  not  dcHided  bt 
the  incenfe,  he  muft  have  died  for  it ;  thofe  men  that  thinke  to 
come  into  Gods  prefence,  and  look  upon  God  out  of  Chrift,  and 
think  to  receive  mercy  from  God  out  of  Chrift^  they  diie  for  it, 
this  is  the  damnation  of  mens  foules,  to  look  upon  God  as  mer- 
ciful! out  of  Chrift,  mercy  ij  an  attribute  of  God,  but  if  we  dare 
(who  arefinfull  creatures)  to  looke  upon  this  attribute  of  mercy 
and  not  have  the  incenfeot  Chrifts  merit,  it  is  the  way  to  deftroy 
our  foules.  O  how  many  thouiands  are  in  hell  for  this  I  many 
who  are  afflifted  for  their  finnes,  and  cry  to  God  to  forgivethdr 
fins,and  bcleeve  he  is  mercifull,and  thinke  tp^exercife  their  faith 
upon  God  as  mercifull,and  yet  not  looking  upon  the  mercy  (eit 
as  clouded  with  the  merit  of  Chri(^  it  proves  the  deftruftlon  of 
their  foules.  In  afaft,  when  you  come  to  look  upon  God,  you 
muft  not  look  upon  God  as  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,or  as 
mercifiill  in  himfclflwirely  ,but  }odk  upoqGods^  mercy  in  his  Son, 
and  fo  exercife  your  faith,  or  clfe  you  can  never  make  an  atone^ 
ment,but  rather  will  prpcureGods  wratij.rtis  not  ondy  dange- 
rous^but  horrible,once  tothinkof God  without  Chrift,4ics  Im- 
r/rrr.Again  thebiood  of  thebuUojQk  &  thsigosLtgaaiihtfp^nkf^d 
fiwn  times  $^0H  the  m<4f:'tffisr^  when  we  comieta  make  owr  a«- 
tenement  wit^  God,  we  muft  exccrcifcour  faitJi,:inthebloed6f 
Chrift,and  fprinklc  it  7  tiines,again  «f  again  upon  thcmercyiett; 
welookuponGodwhenweprayeohimasaGodofxnet<9,8cwe 
prefent  ourfelvesinour  humiliations  before  the  maxyicat,iilt 
knowthis,  that theiqercy feat wil4o MS fiogoQd,w«lKWt the 
blood  of  Cbrift;fatth  miift  take  this  hloodofChrift»eeipti^ 
tender  it  up  to  God  his  Father/or  theatontfrneocofMr  findsA 
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procuring  mercy  to  US;  and  not  onelyfo,  the  blood  of  tbe  Bul- 
lock and  the  Goate  muft  beibrincklcd  ftp^n  the  Mercy  fe^t.bst 
kef$ve  the  Merejfedt ;  we  moft  not  one ly  thinke  thert  can  be  no 
mercy  obtained fromGod,but  by  the  blood  of  ChrifV,but  we  can- 
not fo  mnchasfatveaccefle  to  Gods  Mercy  feat,  without  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  we  mufl:  not  dare  to  enter  but  by  the  blood  of 
[ Chriftybyhim wehareacccfletoGod;  wemuft  allknow^that 
all  (inners  are  banUhed  from  the  prefence  of  God^  and  iliuft  not 
have  accede  to  Gods  prefenceas  they  are  in  themfclvc?. 

Laftly,  this  day  divers  t  ioies  is  called  A  Saibath  efrefi ,  that 
is,  A  s/Hath  efSdfftMthj^  foit  is  in  the  Original],  as  one  of  the 
priiidpallSabbathsthat  they  had;  I  did  not  handle  it  amongil 
-the  S^baths^  becaufe  it  comes  in  now  more  tully  amoi^/l  thefe 
filemne  Frafti ;  there  nraft  be  more  reft  in  the  daycs  of  atone- 
ment, then  in  otters  of  their  (blemne  dayes;  There  was  that 
permitted  in  other  ibtemne  dayes,  that  was  not  permitted  in 
that  day;  this  may  teach  us,  that  m  the  dayes  of  fatting ,  above 
any  dayes  wee  mud  get  our  iboles  now  feparated  from  the 
world,  there  moft  be  a  reft  in  our  heartSi  a  xfA  from  finiie,  a  reft 
from  the  world,  it  muft  be  a  Sabbath  of  Sabbatiis  unto  us. 

Now  notwitltftanding  God  hiad  given  this  folemne  charge  for 
this^day  of  atonement,  yet  The^oret  tels  us,that  in  his  time  they 
did  fo  degenerate,that  they  fpent^this  day  in  fports,and  made  it  a 
day  of  mirth ;  God  grant  that  the  ordinarineife  of  our  dayes  of 
atQnemem,doeQot^ow to thisabufe,as in iba:e places  it  is  a- 
mongft  QS^themoftfolemne things  that  everGod  gavecharge  of 
ytt  in  time  degenerates;  this  is  the  wi^kednefle  of  mensnatures. 

Onenote  niore  from  this  Fcaft  of  Expiation,  it  is  very  pro- 
bable that  the  Grecians  did  ufe  yearely  in  expiation  of  t  heir  Ci- 
ties^ip  this  naanner  from]  thiS|  we  findeauiongft  the  ftoritsof 
the  Grecians,  that  yearely  they  were  wont,  to  have  a  kindepf 
Expiation,  iaimitationrfthewayes  of  the  Jews  (the  Devill 
isGods  Ape)  fbr  their  Cities,  there  was  this  QuftoiHe  afnongft 
them,  ctrtaiot  condemned  perfens  were  brought  fonh*  with 
gnrlandsinmanner  of  Sacrifices,  and  tbefe  th^were  wont  t^ 
tnmblc  downciromiome  fteepe  place  intotbe  midft  of  the  S^a, 
and  fo  offer  them  up  to  Neptune  tbe  Godof  the  Sea,  with  th^e 
wocds^  Be  them  d  'dkH^i^  ferns  •  The  like  waS  ufed  by  them  in 
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the  times  of  pubiiqueinR^id^when  tkejr  had  a  publtq^epkgiie 
in  their  CiticrS)  they  ufed  ibchacaftometomake  anatonesient 
bet  weene  them  &  their  (jods^  there  were  certaine  men  brought 
to  bee  facrificed  to  their  Cods  ,  for  an  expiation  for  their 
whole  City,  and  they  were  called  i^^h  :  this  word  was 
ufedi  to  fignifie  that  that  man  thai  was  to  expiate  for  all  the  fins 
of  their  Cities  to  their  Godis,  havipg  all  their  fins  apon  Idm^was 
as  filthabdofiT-icouring ;  and  from  theft  two  words  it  is  pro* 
bable  the  Apoftlein  the  ficfl; to  the  CorinthiMns  4. 1 3.  hath  that 
expreflion,  by  which  we  maycooie  to  underftand  the  meaning 
oipthofe  two  words  there,  PFt  aire  <(ftith  ht^  mait  the  filth  rfthc 
worU^andth€off'fc§$nii>^9ftheftofU*^*t§ai^yMy^  IfAduf^Tu-s  ia 
thefe  alloding  to  themanner  of  the  Grecians,  Wc  for  our  parts 
('faith  he)  are  made  as  defpicable  and  odious  in  the  fight  of  tfie 
people,  and  are  as  much  loaded  with  the  cui&s  of  the  people^aa 
thofecodemned  perTons  that  litd  allthefins  &  curies  of  tte  pe^ 
pie  put  upon  thcm,&fo  were  offered  to  theirGodsfbr  expiation. 
ThfFi^tfi  of  TabtrnMcUs.  Thehiftory  ofthisfeaftis  Levu- 
ticHi  23.  34.  and  foon;  In  this  feaft  the  Jews  werers  /4i^ 
bcHghs  (^ffthr  trees ,  and  make  booths  rfthem;  and  tfaofe  that  write 
the  hiftory  of  their  manner,  they  teU  us«  they  ufed  to  cany 
boughs  in  their  hands ,  becaufe  they  Could  net  make  booths  and 
Tabernacles  for  all  the  people,  therefore  fbme  of  them  thought 
it  luflScient  to  cariyboughsin  their  hands,and  thoTeboug^ekthey 
carried  in  their  hands  they  ufed  to  call  Hofamu ;  2>0  thonfoUfiH 
pre  fare  the  Hq/mm,  fo  they  ufed  to  fpeake,  therefore  ^when 
Chriflrcameto  Jcrufalem,  theycryed,  fiffnmtutheSttn^^f 
,  B4vid;  the  meaning  was  not  a  prayer ,  Save  us  O  thou  Sod  of 
BMvid^^  feme  would  hare  it;  but  HefMnd  ti  the  Soti  efDm>id  i 
that  is,  we  hold  forth  thcfe  boaglji  to  the  h^nniir  of  the  Meffit^^ 
the  Son  ofDmfid ,  the  ieaft  of-  Tibemades  Was  to  point  at  the 
Mefliah;  now  for  ^ofe  boughs  wry^ 40.  there  was  a.  command 
.of  God,thcy  (hoqld  be efg^odlj  tr^s^  faime  trees y  or  wiiowes  of 
the  brookfs  butwhy  fd  i"  itnoto!  tttt  thereby  they  Wcrfc  to  ac'* 
^Wt^tf^'God^goodnerTe^tatbem  ^  that  Whereas  they  had  li** 
ytd  ffti^tyiyrfaret  in  th^wiWerneflre,  in  a4«y  pfa«»»  raey  were 
m^wbtidoght  to  a  fruitfull  land,  that  had  much  water  ,  wfuch 
Wis  agt«at  matter  in  tho&  hot  oeuntries ,  and  therefore  they 
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V»«cto bring  th«  wilkwcs  of  thcbrooke,  tnd  gocxfiy  trees, 
thefetkat  might  moftttiftifte  the  goodnefle  6i<  od  to  them  in 
delivering  them  from  the  Wildemefle,  and  in  bringing  them  to  a 
land,  fiUra  with  fweet  and  pleaiant  brookes :  Thmgsobfervable 
inthisfeaftate, 

Firft,theend  why  God  would  hnvethis  Fcaft  kept,  heaimes 
at  tlitfe  three  things  chiefely.  Firft,  God  would  have  them  to 
Ucffe  his  name  for  his  mercies  to  them  in  the  wildernefle,  when 
they  dwelt  inboothesj  it  was  appointed  by  (  od,  that  they 
(hould  once  a  yeere  call  to  minde  the  great  mercies  of  God, 
while  they  were  in  the  wUdetneffe,  and  there  dwelt  in  boothes, 
andhadnohoofes,  forfowasthedifpenfation  oi  God  towards 
hispeot^c  >  for  forty  yearcs  they  were  to  be  in  the  wildernefle, 
and  not  to  have  a  houfe  in  all  that  time  >  but  dwelt  in  Taber- 
nacles; this  was  a  mighty  workeof  God ,  and  manifefted  his 
^cce^iipgproteftion  over  them,  and  provilion  for  them  ^  and 
his  providence  every  way  to  provide  neceflaries  for  them,  even 
as  well  as  if  they  had  had  theftrongeft  houfes  ;  that  fo  «many 
hnmlred  thoafands  fliouid  live  forty  yeares ,  and  never  have  a 
houfe  built  all  that  time,  was  a  great  worke  of,G0d;God  would 
declare  thereby,  that  the  Church  in  this  world  is  tiot  to  expert 
any  certaioe  habitation ,  any  fetled  condition,  but  to  beasnien 
that  dwell  in  tents,  removing  up  and  downe,  and  16  feeke  after 
a  City  that  hath  foundations^  as  is  (aid  of  Abr^hdm.  At  this 
Feirft  the  J  cws  were  wont  to  rcidc  the  Book  of  Ecclejiafies^ 
principally  bccaofe  ft  fpeaks  fo  much  of  the  works  of  Gods  pro- 
vidence. AH  the  while  Gods  people  dwelt  in  booths  and  Ta- 
bernacles, Godhimfrlfi  would  dwell  in  a  Tabernacle  i  God 
would  never  have  a  houfe  built  unto  him,  till  hehad  brought  his 
©wne  people  to  befctled  in  houfts  ot  their  owne ;  and  therefore 
when2>im^begantothinkethathehada  houfeofCedar,  and 
therefore  furely  God  muft  have  one  too,X34itf  tels  him.  Did  ever 
Jj^eskf  efA  hotfff  formeef'is  if  he  had  fliid/As  loiig  &S  my  pe  oplc 
went  up  and  downe  in  booths  and  TabernacleSj  I  was  content 
tohaveaTabernade,  anda  bopth^foriny  d^e^elHng,  thus  God  is 
wiJHBg  tofuiichimffelfetwh  the^d^^        his  pepple;Isthc 
condition  of  hSs  p«}pleirt  a  ^ae^ng' Ws^,  \^tii  will  be  fo  too , 
ftithGod;  If  yoorcendimihs^be  iiilh^ed,  andunfttle^,  I  will 
Mmm  3  ^      be 
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be  fo  too ;  In  all  tbcirnffli  Aioiis,  God  was  ttflidicd,  in  all  their 
unfetledneffe.  Cod  fcemed  to  bt  fo  too, .  Indeed  afterwards 
whenfiorfs  people  tame  to  be  iriafttled  eftarc  in  Jeniraieop, 
then  God  would  have*  a  houle  built  hioi ;  God  would  hereby 
teach  us.  That  if  himfelfe  be  content  to  be  in  a  condition 
like  us,  then  we  muft  be'  content  to  be  in  a  condition  like  him, 
as  thus;  when  ive  are  affliAci  will  Goi  bcafflifted  with  us  ? 
when  we  arc  anfctled,  will  God  be  fasitwere^  unfctlcdwith 
us?  then  Let  u^  not  thinke  it  much ,  if  afterwards  God  be  in  an 
afflided  way, his  tnithandhisGofp.^bcintlufFering  way ;  let 
us  be  witling  to  fuffcr  with  God;  when  God  is  mamified  and 
praifcd,  then  our  hearts  (houW  be  enlarged  too ,  and  rtjoycein 
his  praife;  we  iTiouldconfider  the  condition  that  God  is  m  the 
Worlj),  and  we  mud  fuiteonr  feWes  with  that, 

Againe,  would  God  have  them  once  a  yecre  to  celdwrate  the 
remembrance  of  their  dwelling  in  boothes  and  Tabemides^and 
that  after  they  came  to  J  eruftlcm  ?  from  hence  note. 

It  is  good  to  rencmber  ourlowcftatts,  to  haveare|llre<- 
membrane  of  our  low  and  meane  conditions  wchad  fiihrcto* 
fore;  do'Ji  God  now  bring  us  into  a  more  fctled  condttio^^then 
heretofore  ?  Ltt  us  not  forget  in  w  hat  an  afflicted  condif ilirwe 
were  in>  how  unfetled ,  how  rtady  wee  were  toflcetfiwtnd 
downe;  If  God  (hould  grant  his  people,  that  they  ihouSd  tfimke 
themfelvtsfctledintheirowne  kiogdemes,  ytt  let  them  never 
forget  the  time,  when  thi^yere  unfetled  in  this  and  other 
Countries,  there  hath  beene  *great  part  oir  the  people  of  God, 
whofethoughtshavebeeiie,  what  Qiail  become  of  them,  and 
whither  fhail  they  goe,  and  perhaps  to  this  day  auny  mayhure 
(uch  thoughts,  unlelTe  there  be  fome  fpeciall  meicics  of  God 
prevent  ic  ,  yet  may  ^i^  the  condition  of  thoufands  tn 
the  land,  before  a  y^^re  goe  about;  If  God  Lhoaid  prevent  you, 
everremembtryourfl<.ctingco:Kli.tion  once  you  werein;  It  was 
Gods  ^eat  care  .of,|iie  people  of  Ifracl ,  that  they  ihoultl 
never  forget  their  d#cll  uig  in  t  abeniacles. 

Thirdly,  Note  the  tioae  of  their  Fealt  of  Tabernacles,  thev 
were  to  dwell  in  bpotheSi  ifof$  tin  fifiefHfh  ^y  0f$beir  mpntk^ 
it  was  but  five  dayes  after  their  JUj  ofsHpemt^ft^  Co  that  being  fo 
prcfeiitly  after  the  day  of  publiqa«»to»eineDt;ithis  leflbp  may  be 
learned.  After 
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After  oar  humiliations  for  our  (ins^  and  making  up  our  peace 
with  God^  it  is  good  to  keep  our  hearts  low  with  the  Aeoitati^ 
on  of  the  uncertainty  of  all  things  in  the  world.  You  have  been 
huoibltngyourfelves,  and  making  your  peace  withOodi  yet 
when  your  hearts  Ire  comf  owed  ^vllh  the  hope  of  your  atone* 
mentmade,  keep  your  hearts  low,  take  heed  ofpride;  thefeaft 
ot  Tabernacles  miift  be  kept,  prcfently  after  the  feafl  of  Atone- 
ment ;  this  is  one  fpeciall  meanes  to  keep  your  hearts  low^  to 
have  a  reall  remembrance  of  the  uncertainties  of  the  comforts 
of  this  world.  This  lifreth  up  mens  heait  s  to  conceivefome  ex- 
cellencies intbingshere;there(oregocintoyour  baothes,  and 
work  your  hearts  downe,  keep  your  fcaft  of  Tabemtcles. 

Fourthly,God  Would  have  their  hearts  kept  low  by  the  aftu- 
ill  going  into  their  boothes  and  tabernacle^  though  ^hey  had 
(aireandfum{^oushoufesintheCity,yetthey  were  togooutj 
andliveihtheirboothesa  while;  you  might  think,  were  it  not 
enoi^h  for  the  Prieft  to  ttU  them^  and  bid  them  remember  their 
dwelling  in  Tabenudes,  but  they  muft  go  forth  from  their  hou- 
fts  tnd^ide  in  booths  ? 

It  is«  ipod^ay  to  keep  thefe  men  humblc^d>  that  are  raifed 
froma  low  c(aulitiontDahigh>  even  aduaily  togoe  into  thoie 
houfis  that  ate  lowaiuinieanei  goe  into  the  houfeS  of  poore 
mo^,  look  into  their  c&^boardSy  ice  what  provifion  they  have, 
thia  wJiU  be  a  meaner  to  huoiible  your  htfarts>  when  you  con« 
fider^  This  wasoncemv  condition.         . 

Aiecond  end  of  this  feaft  was>  to  \AtSc  God  for  all  the  fruits 
oftbe  earth  they  had  received,  when  they  had  received  all  in, 
tbeirviptagej  andaU^  As  the  feaft  of  Fentecoft  was  to  hlefle 
Godfonheip  firft.  feotrs^  and  their  h^iveft,.  but<  now.  all 
tftriraifs.otthe  ealth^L  vintage  aodv-aU  wtto'gatiercd^  im 
Now  they  were  to  >^ne  all  t^^her*  and  to  ble0e  God 
for  all  the  fruits  of  thd  earth.  That, .this  is  Gods  end;,  is 
deaatf  inithc  x^.  of  DfHtermamef ,  ver.  ij,  I4«  ^***  A^'' 
B^sn^  thcff0ifi}flfTAbtrnd^f,es^  Jnftm  th^^iffi.  gdthtredin  thy 
cmrnc  Mdthj  winty  and$hou'jbah  rfjojce^&c  bjtc4Hfe,  the  Lard 
tfyS9iihil  hUfffthttin  4U'tif^f*m0fo^tbfrcf<frf  thm  fialt 
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Jt  is  ufcfull  to  renteflabcr  what  a  poor  conditba  vrc  were 
ctficeiOiand.the  uncertainty  of  all  things  that  we  have;  even 
wbca we  hatve  got  our  dchcs  into  our  boufes^when  fiU  tbiiig$  tre 
10  otgt  .pa£ili09>iit  i^  notio  oauchto  ithinl^eibo  iV  uncerUuoe  (hey 
art^wfaen  they  arc  gr'ovringjirthefieldybtit  after  tbe  vintage  was 
gotten  in,then  they  were  to  keep  the  feaft  ot  Tabernacles,  to  re* 
member  the  uncertahir  condition  of  all  things  in  the  worlds  this 
we  are  very  loath  to  do,il  is  unfutable  to  our  natures,  and  there- 
fere  thi^fisEiftof  Tabernacles  was  much  negieded  among  the 
Jewes  untill  fiicb  time  aa  they  had  been  in  captivity^  aEter  God 
had  carried  them  into  Babylon,  and  then  brought  them  back  t- 
gain  into  their  own  Countrey,then  they  kept  the  feafl:  ef  Taber- 
nacles^ mooefeiemmely^  then  ever  they  had'done,  as  we  finde 
Ngbim^i.t  7.  Simci  thtdny  Qflofimsthcfcmdf.Nm,  tbty  kMfm 
^finifo^  they  never  keept  tfaefeaft  of  Tabernades  (%  iblcmndy 
from  their firft  comminginto  Canaan,as:th]inthey  did,nowbft- 
mgcooKcutofprifontb^  could  remember  the  uncertainly  of 
thfiigs  inthewor]Ml;men&rgectheuDcertain^ofaUthiag^in 
the  worlds  but  if  they  be  driven  from  houGe  ana  hoaiic>  and  lofir 
ail^dvn  they  re^iember  v^t  they  have  heard  and  ooi/iflM  of 
the  vncertainty  of  all  worldly  thinp:  fome  of  oua  brethren  who 
are  plundered^id  driven  firom  their  habitations^  if  Gotf  fihould 
ev^  reftore  them  to  their  habitations  again,  then  their  heaats 
would  be  enlarged  in  UeflimGod^  then  thqr  would  be.  mofc 
fen(ibie  of  the  uncertainty  otthi?  comforts  of  the  cseatitce.then 
everbefbre.        r.    »  '        . 

Thirdly,thefeaft  of  TabemiclesJiadanaymc  at  Chrift  and 
theftateciaChriftian,  itwastotypifie  jBsusCuB.^S'C.tD 
tameintothcwwldi^^ikiiitojiitdihistiintsaiiiQingft        sisi^ 

>n^^^ilc  isii»tbe(pceek^ad  theftare  «f  tCfaExOdiniikoiMfi^ 
15 an<abiding  Tabernacle,.  3X1^.5. x^if^tirkdfnkfy  hmfiVf  tkn 
TaifcnMc/difi^.diJpxt'veJ,  till  we  go  vriicreji-iftus  CifESftcSs 

fcwiitabttnaeles:''  -i-v.  » m  .  /< -,,.  ;.  •  y. ,-    .     ' ..  r  s  •.:,  -a. , 
-  If)t4ieotferingrthiK6od^appoitotedto«fferiiVt^ 
iV*»f*.29a  a.thcreare  fome  tMngs  very  obfervabl^bc^JiaMtCO 
finde  the  meaning  of^  the  feaft  wasto^btkiqptfevaKciiye^  the 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


thtTrofhefteeflAo  $  b  a. 


fitft  day  was  a  crctt  day,andl  the  lift  day  t  great  day,  ^fhefirfi  iUj 
there  were  i  %  vnioeki  t6  be  offered,  and  i  4  Umbes^  the  fee$net 
daj^thcrc  was  but  1 2  tuUocksytnd  the  third  ddjhvttii.  and  the 
f0urth  dWj  but  lo.  and  fo  every  day  one  decreafed,  (as  you  may 
fee  there)  and  the  l^fi  daj, there  was  hxxvone  offered.  No  w  divers 
cxpofitors  Jhave  (ought  to  findeout  the  meaning  of  this.  1  do  not 
finde  any  fuch  thing  in  all  the  Scripture,  as  this  is,  but  onely  jb 
this  place.  Calvin  confefles  when  he  fpeakts  of  this,  that  for  his 
part  he  doth  not  underftand  the  meaning  of  it^and  rather  then  to 
make  gueiTes  of  it,and  uncertainties,  I  will  faith  he  be  Hlent  in  it, 
and  yet  he  vaitqrics  upon  a  con jefture  a  very  unlikely  one,therr- 
foneJf  ihali  not  name  it.  That  which  is  moft  likely  feemsto 
be  io  two  things :  The  firft  is,  they  muft  offer  every  day  leflc  and 
leffe,that  is  ^faith  another  interpreter  j  tofliew  their  incrcafc  in 
£inAification,that  they  (liould  grew  to  more  and  more  perfe^^i- 
on,cvcrydayofthcirftaft,  anafb  have  leffc  need  of  Sacrifices 
then  they  had  before,and  fo  it  will  ifibrd  a  good  note  to  us,  that 
when  we  come  to  keep  dayes  to  Ged,  every  day  we  fiiould 
grow  mere  and  mote  in  fanaifycation,and  have  U&  andleffeiih 
to  aiifwer  for,then  we  had  before^ 

Another  interpretation  that  is  given,  is,  that  it  was' to 

fliew  th6  cedation  of  the  facrificci  of  the  Jews,  that  they 

were  to  decreafe  day  by-  day,  and  this  1  take  rather  to  be 

the  meanings  becaufe  the  laft  day  it  is  but  $ne  bulUckf  that  Was 

i)flfered,and  yet  the  text  faith,   that  that.was  the  great  Jajf  if  the 

^4j?,whii  there v/aifeweftfacrifices  to  be  blfcred.  Iph.  y.jy. 

Tht  laft  afiii  the  great  day  ^fthefeafi^lefia  criedyifanj  man  tbirft, 

Ut  him  csme  unto  ny^^there  is  fomewhatio  be  noted  abontChrtft 

there,thodgh  It  is  tnKf,it  was  thefeafi  of  dedicatiou^ .  which  ¥fas 

theiipwnfe'aftj,  f  rbib  whchtcinany  would  pf-oVe^thclaiK^fijll-: 

iietteof  hoiy  dayes;  yet^rhc  ttiith  ii^tipon  eiamlhatioWypii  fhall 

finde thert  is  ftarc^  flrerieth  enough,  from  that  place  toproie  itf, 

th^High  itbe  kwfiillto  tfke  the  ajlvantage  of  fuch  tim^,*  but  it 

"Wifl  ajtoeatt  there,  that  it  was  if*<  Feafi  ofTahmacles,  as  in  i 

^i^oh.9.g^yhax  fotftpfthe  dedication  of  the  .Temgle,  was  at 

^natiiirieth^tW  feaftof  tab'ctrraclesVas'^one  thing  is  to  be 

•plSfervcdttdtfi'  thrifts  beihf^  there  4t  the  fbaft.  thtla/tandthe 

jtreafdajjefm  cri^dJfaHjf  man  ihirfijetbim  come  unto  me;  Why 

*':^^-- f -    -Miitt>..>w>    .        .^    ^^j 
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did  Chrift  upon  the  great  day  of  the  teaft  cry  out  thazjf^ny 
thk-fijtei  him  ecme  unf  mf  u  drinkf  ?  on«  reafon  may  be,  becaufe 
when  men  are  moft  ftron^y  poffcffcdwitB  the  uncertainties  of 
all'outward  things  in  the  vorld>  then  they  arefittoentertaine 
the|o^ell,  then  fit  to  heareoFjESUt  Ch&st^  when  their 
hearts  arc  taken  offfrom  the  wbrld,and  they  look  upon  all  things 
here  as  unfetledjthe  conclufion  of  that  feaft  is  a  fpeciall  prepara- 
tilntotheGofpell.  Efaj/^.6;j  &c.  The  preparation  to  the 
good  tidings  ottheGofpeljis  the  Proclamation  that  Ai^pfb  k 
grajfe^anJi^U  tht  g^odlinf^e  thereof  as  the  flower  of  the  field: 
yea  the  withering  of  the  graffe^  and  the  fading  of  the  flower  muft 
be  proclaimed  againeandagaine.  And  then  felfonably  and  ac- 
ceptably it  foUow€S,wr,tf.  O-^iV;^^  that  brlngefi  good  tiMngs, 
b.  hold  jour  God. 

TremJifu  thinkes  that  the  reafbn  of  the  exbreflion  of 
Chri  $T  at  this  time  waa,  from  the  cuftomc  or  the  Jews 
atthisfcaftjat  the  feaft  of  Tabernacles  the  Jews  were  wont 
with  great  joy  to  bring  ftore  of  water  out  of  the  riv*6f  ShiUh 
to  the.Tcmplf, where  being  delivered  to  the  Prieft,  he  powrcd  it 
out  upon  the  Altar,  tojgether  with  wine,  and  all  the  people  fiing 
tfiat  of  IfaJAh,}fithjojfi4^  je  drsjp  water  put  of  the  wets  rf/klva^ 
tion ;  thofigh  it  were  their  own  inventionjChrift:  takes  a  hint  ug^ 
on  it^they  accuftoming theoiirelves  to  draw  water,  and  p«wre  it 
out^Chrift  faith,  what  do  you  ftknd  upon  this  ceremony  of  yours, 
th js  your  qidome  will  die  andperi(h  in  the  lire  of  itJbut  come  to 
pae  and  there  you  (hall  have  water,'!  ani  the  w^Ilor  falvatioxi,  i 
fpniif  of ^ace  /hall  be  continually  in  the  heart  of  that  man  ihat 
beleevcth  mmd^  .  ^     .    ^ 

One  not^  more  is  obfervable  in  this  feaft^  we  have  a  propheQr 
that  in  the  times  of  thego^el^the  fe||fl:  of  Tabernacles  mould  be 
.kept  theiuthat  is  iq  the  truth  of  it,.n6t'iAthe  cerCAioBy  Jn  Zech. 
14.16.  thereisanrophefy  that  when  Chrift  conieth,  thcvenf 
truth  of  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,,  then  all  people  (Kail  worjhif  the 
trtte  God^itd  Ifcifi  the  feaft  'ofratermacles.\^hy  h  it  there  prophc- 
(ied  that  all  peoBk  (nail  come- and  keep  that  fca(l?the  reafbo 
may  bethls,this  teaft;is  naiicd^bccauie  in  the^imcS  of  the  gpfpc^ 
men  fliall  acknowledgetheir  outward  ccmfbttatobefromGod,. 
aod  the  uuccrtaiiiiie  (^aU things  htre,and that  they  afcftrangens 
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and  pilgrims  here ;  in  the  times  of  the  gofpell,  this  (hall  be  made 
more  evident  to  thehetrts  of  pcople^then  ever  before,  the  more 
JbsusChrist  (hall  be  known  in  the  worldj  th^trorefliall. 
the  hearts  of  men  be  taken  op  with  the  knowledge  of  God  in 
ever  aeatore^  and  ofthe  unccrtaifity  of cytry  creature,  and  have 
tteir  hearts  taken  off  from  the  comforts  ofthe  world,  and  never 
account  any  (etled  condition  here^  but  account  themfelvespil- 
grims,and  ftrangers;that  is  « (igne  that  the  Gofpeli  hath  pf  evayl- 
ed  with  your  fjpirks,  if  you  have  your  hearts  taken  offfrom  the 
cretture,tnd  you  look  uponyourielves,asftrangers  in  the  W6rld, 
and  look  for  an  abiding  City,thcn  do  you  keep  in  anEvan£e!icaIl 
fenfe  thisfeflyft  of  tabernacles. 

Orfecondly,ifitbe  meant  of  that  glorious  fetled  condition 
God  in  the  latter  dayes  iballbringhis  Saints  unto,yet  then  they 
(hall  tcmembet  with  thankfxdncfle,  what  their  poore  unfetled 
condition  once  was» 

Thus  you  hare  had  a  view  of  the  chlcfc  of  the  Jtwifti  feafts, 
which  God  threatens  here  {hattr/4^. 

There  are  ortely  thefe  three  obfcrvations  to  be  drawn  from  all 
together. 

Firft,  Even  thofc  things  that  are  appointed  by  God  himfelfe, 
if  once  they  be  abufcd,God  will  not  own  thcm,but  then  they  are 
accounted  ours  rather  then  Gods,  A^  ftbbaths,  why  riot  my  fab- 
baths?  why  not  Gtiffr  febbaths  ?  Goddidappoint  them,  but be- 
tmfc  they  had  abufed  them,  God  Would  not  qwn  them ;  her  fab- 
bathsi  andirrlblemneferils.  The  ordinances  of  God,  though 
never  ib  good  in  themfelves,  if  you  pollute  them,  God  rejefts 
thcto,  they  are  your  ordinances  then  and  not  Gods,  looke 
then  that  all  ordinances  be,asGod  would  havethem. 

Secondly,  ItisagrievbusaridkmenWbU  afBiakni  uponany 
peopleibrGodtodcprivetheniof  hisfabbsiths  and  ordinances, 
Wsordinancesiiri  included  in  their  foleiane  feafts,  nay  (laith 
God)  you  will  go  on  inyour  wickedncfle,and.would  put  mc  off 
withyoorfiibbaths,andfolemn«iiiecliog»^nd  withthofethings 
tliatwereonccrafOTdinaiices,  you  will  fetisfiem«Avith them, 
tlioiighyoucontittteinyoiir  wickednes,no,yoa  (hdbedepnved 
of  them,  you  (hail  have  nottiorefebbaths^no  morefolemnefeaft 
dayesiit  is  a&d  affliftionfor  apeople  to  have  no  moreftbbaths. 
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How  many  of  you  negleft  folemnemectin^s  of  Gods  people? 
titae  may  come  when  Cod  will  rend  thefe  priviledges  from  y«u, 
&  then  your  Confcfcnces  will  grate  upon  you.O  the  (abbaths  that- 
once  we  had  I O  the  folemhe  mee^iags  that  once  .w<  eojoyed  i 
but  our  hearts  were  vaine  tc  (light^V^^^did  Q»t  make  u6?  cf  tbeoi, 
and  ho  w  they  aregonQ,uQw  perhaps  thouartcaft  into  a  gaole^oc 
into  a  dungeon,  and  there  ttu>u  keepf  ft  t hy  (abbaths  and  thiokeft 
upon  thy  folemne  meetings*  Q  haw  unworthy  is  tblc  land  ot 
fabbaths?  how  did  we  fet  our  (elves  tQ  periecutechofethat  kept 
fabbaths?  there  was  never  any  foch  a  thing  in  any  Chriftian-natir 
on:  other  places  though  they  are  fomewhat  loofe  upon  their  Ab- 
baths, yet  they  never  periecute  them  that  will  keep  fabbitiis: 
how  jutUy  might  Godhfive  taken  away  our  Sabbaths  f  let  us 
acknowledge  Gods  free^accj  what  reproach  hath  it  beoi 
in  England  to  aflemble  to  heare  Simons  ?  how  juftly 
might  God  have  hdcen  away  thefe  folemne  AffemUiet 
from  us  loi^  before  this  i  let  us  pray  that  whatever  judge* 
mentGodfendsuponus,he  willTU>t  takeaway  our  Sabbato% 
nor  our  folemne  auemblies>  but  that  we  may  ftiU  enjpy  thofe  we 
hare,  and  enjoy  them  to  better  pi^rpofe  then  ever  wee  have 
done.  , 

3<  Godhathnoneed  of  our  fervices;  If  God  call  apon  us 
to  worfliip  him,  it  is  for  our  good,  not  for  any  peed  he  hath  of 
what  we  doe«  What  doe  I  care,  faith  God,  whetha  I  have  any. 
Sabbath  kept  or  no?  I  can  provide  for  my^ry^p  what  ever 
becomes  otyour  duties ;  I  need  them  not,  I  can  be  glorious 
without  you. 

Bur  thefe  threats  are  but  to  take  away  things  that  are 
fpirituaU ;  carnall  hearts  think  if  they  m^y  live  and  profper 
in  th^  world,  what  care  they  &r  SaDbaths,  and  for  ^l^mne 
meetings?  Tell  them  of  taking,  away  ;Q;din»ict^  tell  them  of 
truth ofGods  worlhip,  what  isthattpthem  i  Letus  hayeour 
peace,  our trs[ding,wd<»^r  Qutward  blcflmgSt  and  mth  will 
follow.  O  nq»  agracious  h9art,yV;iU  rat^^ r,  Ttef^P<>  ^»  ^  ^rAy 
\^u»hwtthyiOx4ixmCi!^^^^^  aod,tl^cn  fjar 
our  Vines  andFigrtrcc^pur  oractingSjand  ourpucw«F!^Uel^pg$i , 
we  will  leave  thciQ  to  thx  difpofr^  tfthpu;  wilt  give  us  thy 
Sabbaths^andthy  Oe4i0a0C{9,  we  y^iUi^tl^iF  /gf:  our.Vine^t 
:  •  ,.  ♦         aftdj 
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tndforour  Fig-trees.   But  if  the  Lord  be  fo  angry  to  deny  us 
his  Ordinances^  bow  can  we  ever  thinke  that  he  will  be  fo  mer- 
cifuU  to  us,  to  continue  our  peace,  or  our  civill  liberties  ?  No 
fare,  if  Truth  be  gone^  Vines  and  Fig-trees  will  not  flay  long ; 
The  next  words  therefore  are,  /  will  Jejiroj  her  Vines  and  her 
Fig-trees.  The  Lord  may  fuflFer  thofo  places  that  never  had  Sab- 
baths andOrdinances  to  profper  in  their  civil  peace  a  lone  time, 
but  where  thele  have^and  the  wrath  of  God  be  fo  incenfed  as  to 
ttk€  awfty  thefe,  it  cannot  be  expeAed  that  outward  peace  and 
fdkoty  can  hold  long  thxxt.Firfifeekjhe  kingdom^f  heaven^  £iith 
Ghrift,e^  ^Uthefe  things  fiaU  beaddedtojou:  No,(fay  they)let  us 
fisft  fickthekiDgdome  of  earthy  and  the  things  of  heaven  will  l)e 
added  to  m;  which  (hews  the  fleightnc^  of  their  account 
ot  heaveolyr  thbgs.  As  the  paper  and  the  thred  in  a  (hop  is 
given  in  to  the  commodity  y  it  is  t'added ;  if  a  man  bargaine&r 
die  paper  and  thred,  and  think  the  commodity  will  be  given 
in,  wlittaf(^y  wereit?*Maiiy  men  have  their  thoughts  al- 
together upon  the  things  of  this  LiPe,  and  they  think  the  Gofpd 
will  be  given  into  the  baigaine,  as  if  they  have  peace,  they  (hall 
jBlo  qu^ion  haye  truth*  as  if  the  Gofptl  were  the .  paper  and  the 
thred^and  the  things  ofthe.world  were  the  commodities.  It  is 
yeur.wifdome  if  you  would  enjoy  outward  peace,  let  your 
hearts  be  for  ordinances  9  cry  to  God  for  ordinances,  and  then 
God  will  takexare  you  ihall  fit  under  your  vines,  and  under  your 
fig-trees  in  peace^ 
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The  Eleventh  LeUmt^. 

Ho  s  1  A  a.  12^13. 

AnilwiUdefiroy  her  Vines  and  her  Fig-trees  ^  whererf  fie  hath 
/did  J  Thefeiorewtj  rewards  that  mjf  lovers  have  givenme^  and 
1  wiBmake  them  dferrefi  ,  dnd  the  kedfis  efthe  field JbiiUledte 
them. 

And  I  win  vifit  nfonker  the  dnjesefBddlim^  wherein  fie  bsemt 
incenfetethem^  deidfie  deckfdherfelfe  with  her  edr -rings  and 
her  jewels^  dndfie  wens  dfttr  her  levers^  astdfergdt  me,fdith  the 

.  Lard. 


lODS  thrcatning  Ifraef,  in  ttSing  away  fpiri- 
p  tuall  mercies;, their  Sabbaths «  andOrdinances, 
<  their  folenine  Fcafts,  you  have  in  the  former  verfe; 
c  but  becaujfe  tliey  might  not  be  much  icnGble  of  fuch 
'  a  J  udgement,  to  be  deprived  of  Sabbaths ,  and  fc.- 
lemmties  of  worftiip,  would  not  be fo grievous  to  many^  but' 
thedeftroying  ofthe  fruit  of  the  ground  ,  the  fpoyling  of  their 
land>  tbe  lolTe  of  thofc  things  wherein  their  riches  and  outward 
cpmforts  lay,  would  be  mor?  grievous ,  therefore  God  ^lytitt 
this  threat  with  the  former,  ^Udl  wiHdefirey  her  Vines  dndFig-^ 
^^^/;  In  theft  two,  ^w/,  and -Fif-rr/r/,.  there  is  a  Sjnecdeche^ 
by'thefe  are  meant,  all  her  outward  profperity;  I  will  not  lop 
their  Vines ,  I  will  not  cut  downe  fome  branches  of  their  Rg- 
tirees  onely,  but  defiroj  them. 

If  Godftayes  long  before  a  judgement  comes,  hee  comes 
fearfully  indeed,  he  comes  with  deftroy ing  judgements,  then  he 
ftrikes  at  the  very  roote  of  all  a  peoples  profpcrit}-,  and  leaves 
them  hopelefleofever  recovering  themfelves;  It  conccrnesus 
to  humble  our  fclves  under  Gods  hand,  when  hedoth'butcut 
qS  fome  branches  of  our  vines  and  .fig-trees  ^  oi  our  outw;uxI 
comforts,  left  ere  long  there  foUewes  a  deftroying  judgement^ 
a  cuttii^  to  the  very  roote :  Doth  God  come  in  your  families, 

tpd 


Google 


"uigitizea  Dy 


tic  Prifhefie  if  Ho 


S  B  A. 


aod  cuts  cffa  branch  or  two .  i  childe  or  two  ?  Humble  your 
ibttles  before  him,  he  may  cut  downc  the  tree,  ftub  up  the  roote 
ere  long,  he  may  come  to  the  Mother,  or  the  Father,  ard  fo 
roote  out  the  family  2  So  in  aT^ation,  it  is  a  Very  remarkable 
place  that  you  have,  E^kh^  ^  ?  •  *7-  ^  "^'^  overturned  ovtrtutne^ 
nertmrm ;  when  was  this  (pokeii>  and  to  whom  t  It  was  fjpo- 
ken  unto  Ifrael  ^  aud  to  Ifracl  when  they  were  tif^itprmrj, 
and  yet  God  threatens  them  thus  even  there,  1  wiB  •vtrttfrnty 
avertfgrne^  overturne. 

fVhereiffhe  h^thfaidythffe  nye  the  rewards  that  fM  lovers  have 
given  iii^;The  word  that  is  here  tranflatedrnr4ir^,(igmfies  Mer- 
ceswuretricUy  it  comes  ot  the  Hebrew  word  that  (ignifics  hired 
with  wdgest  Wi  £ixJi  wages  as  are  g^i  ven  to  harlots ,  and  yet  (he 
is  fo  impudent  as  to  make  ufe  of  that  very  word,  thefeare  mj 
r<iy4ri6;  the  word  fheu(i!th  here  might  upbraid  her,  but  ib  im- 
pudent doth  Idolatry  make  men  tobee  \  Ifwee  bee  guilty  of 
whordome,  wee  have.ourrewarcis  ofwhoredome  thcn>  (fay 
thgrO  Whotemafttrsufeto  give  rewards  unto  their  whores  i 
whpredpme  is  a  coft^  fin  to  many  a  man  ;  Many  men  fcaetly 
wwc»  and  confume  in  their  eftates,  and  their  neighbours  won- 
Aet,)foy(f  they  CD«ie  to  be  fo  low ;  Undcannefle  is  as  a  Gan- 
grepe^  asitwiU  confume  the  body,  fothepurfe^  it  beggars  ma- 
Qy.men,  when  the  world  little  tbinks  of  the  cau(e. 

Secondly, TAf/r  Mremj  r^jrurJl/,  thefe  that  you  call  Idols^ 
g^ve  me  liberall  rewards,  I  ha^ve  what!  £rrved  them  for. 
.  Cqd  may  fySkt  meq  it>  yirickedneffe  to  profper ,  to  gaine  their 
hearts  dcnres. 

Thirdly^It  Is  a  dangerous  thing  for  (inners,  tolookeWkto 
tfieif  (iDS  committed  ,  and  then  tp  bltfle  themfelves ,  as  if  they 
hadgot  by  theip;  Jndeed,bef9rea^nneis  committed,the  finner 
by  .^qnptation  may  be  iperfWad^  there  is  much  gaine  to 
j^  ^4  in  that  way  j  .and  iu  the  veiy  aA  of  commiffion, 
the  (iniitr  may  finde  feme  flaOiie  faUe  contentment  and  delight^ 
fe^t^ally  after  the  ad  is  over  ^  when  the  finner  looks  back» 
hc^ees  oothing^but  (hame,  guilt  and  horror;  Sipnors i carce 
darelookebacktothcirfinnts,  after  they  arecommittcj^jt^  ac- 
cept (iich  asare  uioft  jdefperately  hardened  in  their  finncs,  they 
dare  not  thioke  of  what  thcv  have  done :  but  herevou  fee.  thev ' 
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It  IS  a  Vile 
thing  to 
attribute 
GodsUef- 
fings  to 
our  wsyes 

of  fill. 


loeteatwhttthejrhtvedonc^  attdbl<?flethcinMires,  «^  if  they 
htd  got  ft  goodly  reward  by  it;  As  thcf^ht  otchc  will  c&fxCc- 
quencps  of  fin,  iiamcanesto  humble,  ib  the  apprehending  ot 
gai  Aing  by  (in,  is  a  fpeciall  meancs  to  harden  in  fin;  Indd^  thoi^ht 
it  a  brave  thing  to  get  the  thirty  pieces,  yet  whenhee  fa  w  the 
eviU  fruit  that  his  fin  produced,  he  looked  with  horror  up#n  his 
fin,hisroulelunke  under  the  burden  of  it;  If  a  Imdas  looking 
after  finne^  hatb  kis  ^irit  filled  with  horror,  what  hope  is  there 
then  of  fuch  a  one,  as  looking  after  it ,  blefleth  himfelfe  as  a 
gainer  by  it  I  If  a  man  either  profpers  at  that  time  he  fins,  or 
profpers  more  a  little  ttter  he  hath  committed  a  fin,  then  he  did 
beft>re,or  fo  profpers  as  that  he  conceives  his  fin  to  befboic  way 
ir^humentaU  to  bring  in  that  gainc  that  was  got:  this  htrdetis 
exceedingly. 

Fourthly,  thefidnthere^MtdsthatmfUfttrfhMVigft^enmf. 

It  is  a  provoking  finiie  to  attibutc  the  bleffii^  of  God,  to  out 
own  wicked  finfiiliwayes,  and  thereby  taharden  our  hearts  in 
thofewayes.  It  is  too  much  to  attribute  any  of  Gods  blcfllngs 
to  fecond  caufcs,  to  our  la wfuU  endetvoms,  to  onr  induftiy^  to 
•ur  care,te  any  inftrttments,biit  to  attribute  them  to  dur  Mcked- 
nefre,this  is  abominable.  Gad  expels  glor^  in  the  tcknbwlejie^ 
mentof  every  merqsand  improvement  of  it  unto  iiim:  #lft^re 
then  there  is  not  onely  a  deniall  of  this  to  him,  but  a  giving  it  t6 
his  enemy^to  wickedneflejto  the  devil,  whom  he  kstes,  this  goes 
exceeding  neeretothe  heart  of  God.  It  is  a  great  part  of  our  fiiiH 
Aify  ing  of  Gods  name  in  the  ufe  of  all  the  creaturesyto  acknow- 
ledge hjm  in  all,that  all  depends  upon  hiffi,&thcrct^tobe  quick* 
ned  in  his  fervice :  but  to  think  all  depends  upon  that  whicJi 
is  contrary  toGod,&thereforc  if  we  want  whatwe  ^^Aotalditavt 
fo  begin  t0  thinke  we  have  not  ferved  our  luftsienoogh^ahdto  be 
pdronto(ervcthemoKm,tlusexceediiigly  provc^lJe^.';  It^giVe 
yoQ  &he  notilUe  exiinplecf  this  wretdiecfriefle  of  fHfcntheait, 
ahd  indeed  it  is  a  very  dreadfiillonej  I  had  vety  crediblerelation 
froih  a  'minifttr »  who  being  at  Himbiireh,  he  i^i»told  thtt  SttH 
tie.  There  was  aconfultation  of  many  or  the  Minifters  of  Gef^ 
many  at  that  town,in  the  times  of  tl^  foreft  ^tStrefTes'  and  calt^ 
mitiisthat  werein  Germany^  the  minifters  were  Lutheriit^s, 
rhcy  conTuked  t#f»nd  out  what  niight  be  the caiifewhy  the  ha^ 
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of  God  wasfo  heavy  upoo  Germany,  in  thofe  parts  where  they 
lived,  that  fo  they  might  rcforme  what  wa«aaii{&,  and  make 
their  peace  with  God^  theiffiieof  their  confultationseame  to 
this,that  the  reafon  of  all  their  calamities  and  troubles  that  were 

rthcfliy  was  becaufe  thelmages  of  theirChurches  were  not 
led  enough :  becaufe  there  was  not  cod  enough  beftowed 
upon  thi^n^they  were  not  decked  as  they  thought  they  fliould 
have  bcen^  and  therefore  for  the  preventing  of  the  continuance 
of  thcdfe  calamities  in  thofe  parts  of  Germany , they  unanimoufly 
coniented  to  improve  alltheftrengthtfayhad,  to  beautiHeand 
adome  the  images  in  their  Churches  more :  this  was  a  fad  thing 
far  mintfters  who  profefTe  againft  Popery,  as  the  Lutherans  do, 
they  indeedJkeep  images  in  Churches:  6ut  could  it  be  thought 
that  they  (hoold  be  thus  vain,yea  wicked  as  to  attribute  the  want 
of  their  vines  and  fig-trees,  to  the  want  of  their  fuperftitious  va- 
nities«aDd  to  bring  up  their  confidtations  tothis  conciufion,that 
if  they  were  more  zealous  in  the  one,they  (hould  the  irore  proP 
per  in  the  other  ?  was  not  this  a  fore  and  a  grievous  evill  going 
neere  the  heart  of  God  ? 

JMany  attribute  the  inaeafe  of  their  eftates  to  their  lying, 
to  theur«  over- reaching  ,  their  fwearii^  ,  and  rejoyce  in 
this,  this  I  have  got  by  thefewayes;  Ztfb.  1.9.  God  threa- 
tens to  puiliih  thofe  that  lenfc  ^n  the  threfield  and  fiU  their 
Makers  heufes  with  violence  and  deceit ,  that  is ,  the  fer- 
vams^f great  men,  who  by  oppreflion  and  by  fraud  bring  in 
gaine  to  their  Maftershoules,  and  then  they  leape  upon  the 
threlholdfor  joy ,  applaudic^  themfelye^  in  the  liccefle  they 
luve  had  in  their  wicked  wayes :  It  is  ofuall  in  whatfotver 
way es  men  are,  if  thev  meet  with  any  profperous  fucccile ,  to 
blefTe  themfclves :  as  itthis  fficceHe  came  in  the  rather  becavde  of 
thofe  wayes,  let  the  wayes  be  never  fo  wicked;  Of  late  have 
not  fomt  made  the  world  beleeVe  they  have  had  great  fuccefle, 
And  have  made  anatmimenttlut  their  wayes  have  beenegood, 
and  that  God  hath  brtfl^  them ,  becaufe  they  have  done  as  thev 
l|tve,  thoimh  we  know  their  wayes  to  be  luch  as  bring  moft 
fearfttUguutapontheinfclves,  and  their  families,  and  we  have 
all  cade  to  have  our  hearts  tremble  within  u$,to  thinke  of  them, 
tnd  if  it  be  through  fcduccmcnt,  and  not  through  a  worfe  j)ria* 
. Oia^o  .  ciple. 
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ciplc,  toprty  to  God,  O  L^rA  forgive  them  ,  fer  they  k$$ew  ms 
whdt  they  deci  andasforthcirfucccffethcy  boaftof,  who  would 
not  if  hemight  wi(h  fiich  fucccfleto  his  enemy? 

Bat  if  Idolaters  can  encourage  tbemfelves  in  thofe  way« 
they  are  in^  from  what  good  they  fuppofe  they  have  by  than, 
tor  their  rewards  ;  how  much  more  then  flioold  the  Saints 
incouragc  themfelves ,  in  the  rewards  that  they  have  from 
their  lover,  from  the  Lord  Chrift?  Pfd.  1 19.  56.  Thii  1  ksd 
(faith  Ddviil)  becaufe  1  kept  thy  verd  -^  this  is  the  reward 
I  have  had  from  my  lover  ;  I  blefle  God  ,  I  have  in  feme 
meafiire  gbt  my  heart  to  breake  before  the  Lord,  and  to  mdx  af» 
ter  him^  and  theLord  hath  come  in  mercifully  to  me,  though  in- 
deed there  be  no  wonhinefle  in  what  I  have  dene,  yet  the  Lord 
hath  beene  gracious;  he  hath  encouraged  his  poore  fervant  in  h» 
way ;  thefe  andthefe  mercietthe  Lord  hath  given  me  as  afriut 
offeekinghim ;  he  hath  not  faidtothefccd  Qti4r#^,  feekeyee 
me  in  vaine ;  I  have  fought  for  comfort,  for  peace,  and  arlafl  it  is 
come,  I  will  call  upon  the  name  ot  the  Lora,  as  long  as  J  live  ; 
wefhouldconfider  of  Gods  mercies  we  have,  amliejoycein 
them  as  the  love-tokens  that  come  from  our  beloved;  Theietre 
the  rcwai'ds,  thefe  are  (he  lotrc-tokcns  that  come  fhoin  onr 
dearly  beloved ;  Hereafter  when  the  Saints  fhall  come  to  hea- 
ven, how  will  they  Ueffi  God,  and  bleffe  themfelves  in  their 
God,  for  thofe  glorious  things,  tbofeblefTed  rewards  that  then 
they  (Kail  receive  from  their  beloved ,  and  enjoy  for  ever  with 
him  I  then  they  (hall  triumphingly  (iryr ,  tfie  world  fud  hereto^ 
{orCfWhatjkefitistheriinJerving  of  the  Lord  t  Biit  bleflcd  betf 
God,  that  I  went  on  notwtthfhinding  in  the  wayes  i»f  God,md 
new  I  fee  there  is  profit  to  purpofe ;  O  theie  joyes  I  O  thb^o* 
ry  iOthiscrowne!  thishappinefKrI  thefearctherewardsthati 
have  from  my  belovtd. 

A  fifr,  what  any  man  getsby  (in,  or  lookts  upon  as  gottenby 
fin,  or  ufes  as  a  meanes  to  harden  himfelfc  in  finne ,  che  corfe  of 
God  is  in  it,  and  it  will  rend  it  from  him  ^  he  fliall  not  evier  en- 
joy it;  I  will  defboy  their  vines  and  thek  fig-trees,  whewof 
they  bavefaia,thcfe are t^e rewards thst  tay lovers  have  giftn 
me:  I  JTn^iii.i^.you  fliaHfindethat  .^AENi*ble<led  himfelfc 
^n  getting  Jv4*tf^A/ vineyard,  by  the  device  of  7#«rW/,  the  text 
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tiaA^HertftMft9g0e  t0takfP9fftfi«n^  butTorfcp.  rhwfmth 
^Lvri^  hafith0H  kilkd^  anddlff  t^kp^  f^ff^ffi^  fintheflMce 
where  the  dogs  ik^fdthe  bi^defNab^th^fhsil^gs  Uck^thj  bUed, 
even  thy  bhed;  What>youliavegotand[bttenow>  /ouhavegot 
the  vineyard ,  yeu  Iutc  got  pofTeflion  >  kow  got  you  it  ?  by 
wickedneflci  tliotigh  yoa  blefle  year  fdvcs  in  it  now,as  t  reward 
dPyMT  vile  way^^  certainly  the  Lord  will  either  force  you  in 
the  anguifh  and  terrear  of  your  foules^  to  vomit  up  thofe  fweet 
BiorfeU  againe,  you  fliall  not  hold  then,  or  fome  fearful!  jud^e* 
inentoFGodi^onyou,  will  rend  them  from  y ok  ;  that  which 
many  have  got  byunjiil  andfinfaill  wayes^  they  have  indeed 
re/oyccd  in  tor  awhile^  but  after  awhile  tiuiteAate  hathbeene 
in  their  coniciences,  as  drops  of  fcalding  lead  in  the  very  apple  of 
amanseye;&teniblehath  itbeene  qntothem.  For  this  I  will 
•ncfy^ypyoBtn  example,  a  late  one,  that  came  teijiy  ovme' 
hancbio  reftoriog  duit^that  was  wrongfully  got  many  yeeres 
agoe,  from  one  neere  my  felfci  I  ihall  tte  rather  name  it  becaufe 
the  partie  defired  that  the  thing  might  be  made  knowne  to  the 
glory  of  God>  He  lends  that  tint  he  had  wrongfully  got,  divers 
yeers  after,  with  a  lotter,with  thele  cxpreflions ;  Many  a  tbreb 
efceMfeiemCehddldinuit^  mdnydmMkinr  hesrt^  Mndmampro* 
mifes  hmfe  1  made  efreJUtmtkm ,  md  tnomfdnds  eftimes  have  1 
wiJbedfmt0j0my9Mrfilverag4ime;  whdtJhdILldee  f  t,o  kgefe  it^ 
i$Ht0C$ntimminfin  i  to  give  it  to  the  foore^  sUe,  it  isftpt  mine 
0Wfeier0tkt^theeviUffirchMfe  efgmne  homrdedtif  intheftuffe 
efmj  iniijmtj ;  tofemdit  home^  the  owner  iededd^  1  would  to  God 
1  htulfint  it  before^  that  it  might  Mot  bm/e  iaymefo  hatdttfom  me ; 
bMtfeeimithftiefMfi^sndcannotberecMied^  here  1  fenditjoMy  1 
4eki  Godforgivenejfe^  Mndloikg  jonfergiveneffel  Mdfraj  jom 
fmk^t  tffpTMj  for  mi ;  Sweet  lefm  forgive  me :  It  was  kept  di- 
ved |0eeres»  but  was  biting  all  the  wl^iit'  im  the  confcience  of  tHe 
po<wman^  andatlengtkitmnftbrfake  forth  in  fuchexprefli- 
ons  s^thefe  are.  Confider  of  tl^s ,  every  one  who  hath  got  any 
thing  by  a  fin&tl  w«y,  and  have  bleft  himfelfe  in  it,  this  is  the  re** 
waiod  I  havegot  by  iuch  a  cunning  <levict,  and  fiich  an  unpft  and 
deceitfkUy  wny^  you  got  itdeverly  ,1  and  ha«i<  enjoyed  it,  and 
beeoe  meny  widrit ,  wcU,  one  <da^  k  may  thus  lie  grating  in 
youroonfciencet^  Q  then  how  terrible  wiU  k  be  to  you  I  this  is 
t  Ooo  2  the 
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the  beft  way  to  bend  o(  the  rewards  of  finneiWhen  tluy  b^n  to 
caufeakinginyourconfdences^caft  them  out  your  ielves^  all 
your  praying  to  God  for  forgiveneUe  wil  never  eafe  you  without 
this  way;ifyou  be  able  to  r^ore^but  ifyou  wU  not  do  tt  thisway, 
God  may  come  by  fome  hideous  judgement,  &  force  them  from 
you  in  fpite  of  your  heartSiand  then  how  terrible  wiliit  be  toyou, 
when  you  Iook  upon  them  as  going  from  you,  as  being  reilt  by 
God  from  you  lO  now  I  mud  part  with  aU  that  gatne,  &  f  weet- 
ne(fe  that  fuch  and  fuch  waysof  fiti  have  brought  me  in^thegain, 
theiweet  ts  gone,  but  thcguilt,  the  curfe,the  dr^s,  the  filth,that 
remaines  upon  my  fpirit,  and  for  ought  I  know  niuft  ftick  by  me 
to  all  eternity  j  Gods  judgements  will  be  upon  you  one  day,  but 
as  Arainersto  let  oat  whatfoever  islweet,  and  defighttuU  to 
you,aiidtokeepein  the  f^th  and  dr^s;  Remember  this,  you 
that  have  gpt  rewards  byfinfaiUwaj^es,  your  rewardl^bf  {tnne 
may  now  delight  you.but  there  is  a  time  you  (hall  have  cewardi 
fbr  your  fms,  that  will  not  pleafc  you. 

1  win  make  them  di  Aforrefi^ 

God  threaten;  his  people  to  make  tbemasaforreft,  the  Se- 
venty they  reade  it  other  wife,  1  wiB  fut  th$fi  things  as  d  witmffei 
yoi^  Willfay  here  is  a  great  difference;  7  wUl  md\i  her  m  dfenefi, 
and  1  will  fm  thofi  things  as  a  wifdrffe;  Thpfi  things,  that  i5,thofe 
rewards;  they  re  Joyce  in  the  rewards  that  they  have  had  of  thek 
iniquity,  but  I  will  make  them  to  be  as  a  wismge  againft  them; 
Certainly  there  is  a  truth  in  this,  Thofe  thin^  that  you  lejoyce 
in  as  got  by  fin,  the  Lord  will  make  them  to  rife  up,and  witnefle 
againft  you;  be  fiire  now  you  caft  them  out,they  will  be  witneffes 
againft  you  another  day  elfe ;  A  man  that  is^guiky ,  would  bee 
glad  I  when  heknowes  one  that  would  witneflfe  againft  him, 
wiredeadi  or  out  of  the  way ;  have  you  got  any  thing  by  a  (infull 
courfc  ?  put  it  out  of  the  wily,  for  other  wife  it  will  be  a  witnefle 
againft  you,  either  upon  your  ftckbed^  or  at  the  great  day  of 
judgement;  but  how  canthef|;tWo  readings  be  reconciled,  1 
win maks fhtm m  d witnefftdgdikjl yau^  and  / wUlmtakg her  did 
f&rreft  ?  It  IS  true,  the  Words  in  the  Englifh  ieemc  to  be  very 
wide  one  from  another,  buttfaereisftneafie  mjftake  that  might 
caufethe  Seventy  to  reade  thofe  words,  (b  ts  to  render  them 
thn$>  IwiJlfuSthemdidwitstefefy^'^'^2^ 
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thcHebrew^tnd  Qlir^]  fignifics  ti9  wkf$ep,{o  it  is  vAi  Zschary 
3 . 6.  Mont  anus  reads  thofe-words,  C9nufiahat$$r  Ang(flui^;cio^4 
thofe  that  are  skilfull  in  thfl'Hcbrcw^ow  that  there  being  no 
more  difference  in  the  words,  thcn'in  thofe  lettcris  which  are  fo 
like  one  anothcr,one  isC*^l  the  other  19  [^Ij^herc  might  eafily  be 
a  miilake  in  that  regard ;  but  we  take  it  as  it  is  here,  1  wiU  make 
hfr  m dforreft.  The  Church  is  Gods  garden,  hedged  in  with 
Gods  protection ,  but  God  here  threatens  to  take  awav  the 
hedge,  and  let  in  the  wilde  beafts ;  Concerning  the  hedge  df  God 
aljput  his  Church  we  have  fpoken  before :  The  wilde  beafts  arc 
oneofGodsfore  judgements  often  threatned;  Thofe  who  will 
not  be  fubj eft  to  the  bleflcd  holy  God,  they  ftiall  be  fubjeft  un- 
to the  ravening  and  rage  of  beafts ;  And  it  is  like  the  Seventy  un- 
derftoodit,  even  literally  ofthat  judgement  of  noyfbme  beafts 
to  br let  in  upon  them;  for  I  Bnde  t|lt  they  adde  to  the(e  werds, 
^the  beafiijhall  eate  thtml^  thtfemi^  of  the  Hed^en^  and  the  cree- 
fing  things  ef  the  earth  fhall devoid i  but  though  I  findc  that  in 
the  tranffition  of  >he  Seventy,  yet  I  doe  not  finde  it  in  the  He- 
brew text,  and  therefore  we  muft  let  it  pafle ,  and  oncly  fpeake 
of  what  we  have  here,  of  the  beafts  eating ;  Now  therefore  by 
that  according  tcimoft  Interpreters!  incline  to  thinke,  and  am 
perfwtded  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  holy  Ghoft  to  exprefle  a 
judgement  beyond  the  judgement  of  letting  in  of  no}fome 
beafts^  namely  the  Aflyrians^the  adverfariesof  Ifrael,who  (hould 
come  upon  them  as  ravening  beafts  to  dtvoure  them  ;  from 
whence  the  words  being  fo  opened,  you  have  thefe  three  notes 
of  great  ufe  concerning  us. 

Thcfirftis,  finnc  makes  men  like  beafts,  the  beafts  of  the 
earth,he  meanes  the  A(ryrians,great  ones^  and^yet  he  calls  them 
the  beafts  of  the  earth;to  be  like  abcaft.is  worfc  tiien  to  be  a  beaft, 
for  to  be  a  beaft  is  but  to  be  as  God  made  the€reature,it  is  no  dif-^ 
honour  to  it,but  to  be  like  a  beaft,that  is  the  corruption  of  a  crea- 
ture^fcthe  deformitie  of  it,the  worft  deformitiethat  poffiblycan 
bciChryfifi^me  fliews  it  thus,Beafts(faith  he)Jiave  but  fomepar- 
ticular  evil,  take  the  worft  of  all,  as  the  fwine>  fenfuality;  the  ti- 
ger ,and  the  beare,cruelty;thc  fox  fubtiltie,&c.  but  wicked  men 
hive  all  e  vills  that  all  beafts  of  the  world  have  in  them.  One 
wicked  man  hatKthe  fenfualitie  of  afwine^and  crueltie  of  a  tiger 
O003 _      of 
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of  a  beare^che  iubtiltic  of  aloit^aod  whatfToevar  i<  &tpiitEmble-n 
matically  by  any  beaft'>a  wicked  man  faatb  it  all  in  bis  heart ;  yea 
and  farther,  wicked  men  are  worfe  then  beafts  in  this^  that  they 
do  comipt  themfelves  in  thofe  things' that  they  have  commcxi 
together  with  bcafts,morc  then  beafts  do.  Asthe  druokard  cor- 
rupts himfdf  in  his  drink,  whichabeaftwiUflotdo,  a  glutton 
corrupts  hicnfelfe  m  hia  nieate,tnore  thenordinariljeabeali  will 
do>  and  that  I  think  is  the  meaning  of  that  text  in  the  Epiftle 
of  Ifide  V€r.  i  o.  tbej  fpi^ke  evil  of  that  they  k^9i»  HPt,  ^uul  what 
they-kflfw  nsutiraSj  ashruite  beafts]  in  thefi  thf^s  they  carrmu 
thtmfelves.  As  for  their  intelleftuall  parts,  they  will  be  fpeak* 
iog  evil  of  what  they  know  not,  they  will  take  upon  tfaeoi  as  if 
they  knew  much,  but  the  truth  is,  they  underftand  little,  and  yet 
they  will  fpeak  evil  ef  that  theyknow  not.  It  is  a  dreacUull  text 
agaittft  fiich,as  will  be  cryil|g  out  a^inft  men>  asd their  way  eS| 
when  as  in  truti^they  kra>w  amt  what  they  are ;  but  fiirther,  in 
that  they  kp^wnatmrdUy  4S  hnm  beafisjin  that  they  eerrmpf  them- 
felves; that  is,  in  thfaigs  they  do  know  nieerly  iy  foife,  as  brute 
beafts  do,they  know  by  tailing,  and  by  finelling,  as  brute  beads 
do,in  thoie  very  things  they  comipt  tkemfelves  oioce  then  ^^e 
beafts,that  is,by  exceflcin  mcatcsand  drinkes. 

Would  not  anyaccountit  to  bemeof  thegteateft  judgements 
thatVould  befall  him,  if  God  (hould  tume  him  into  the  fafhion 
of  a  peaft  while  he  lives  here  in  this  world,though  he  Choidd  ftill 
rctaine  the  minde ef  a  man  in  him?  Suppofe  God  (hould  ioflid: 
this  J udgement  upon  a  drunkard,  he  (hould  ftill  have  his  iotel« 
l6(ftuall  parts  as  now  he  hath,  but  yet  his  body  fliwld  be  tiurned 
into  the  forme  of  a  fwine,  or  a  rayler  into  the  forflae  of  a 
dQg,as  they  fay  £foci»^4  Priam9is\y\s  wife  Was  fiir  her  raiUng: 
would  not  th^  be  a  fearfnll  /udgement  ?it  isan  expreffion  ;of  a 
heathcn,i4fi4Wrtj«r  hath  it  from  Cicero,  (feith  he)  If:  it  would 
be  fuch  a  judgement  as  a  man  would  be  wiUing  to  indureany 
mifery  in  the  world,rat her  dien  to  have  his  body  tamed  into  the 
fa(hion  of  a  beaft,is  it  not  as  great  a  mifery  to  keep  the  fiifhion  of 
the  body^and  to  have  the  minde  to  become  like  a beaft,  to  keepa 
humane  (hape  with  the  fouleofabeaft  ?  fucdy  itii  w^ribthen 
to  have  the  flkape  of  a  beaft  with  the  foul  of  man. 

Secondly,  God  lookes  upon  wicked  men.  Who  do  grtat 
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things  in  the  world  with  a  contemptible  eye :  the  betftsfhall 
devoure;  that  is  the  great  King  of  Afly  ria^and  all  his  Courtiers  a- 
bout  him,  and  Cavaliers  with  bim,  they  ftiall  come  to  devout 
them,  they  are  outthebeafts,  God  fpeakes  in  a  contemptible 
manner^as  be  doth  againft  Sendchfrit  that  Kii  igbt  A(]yria  in  Jfa. 
37.  i5>.God  threatens  to  futaho^ks  in  hunofirils^  and d  bridle 
m  hi*  tifs^  becaufe  of  his  rage  and  of  his  tumult,  that  i$,he  would 
ufe  him  as  a  beaft»  tp  hooke  hi5  nofe,  and  to  put  abridle  into  his 
ja  we^.Mark  iikewiie  how  contemptiblcGodfpeaks  of  the  great 
Kingof  Babylon,and  Kii  whole  armie,  l^eL  2.20.  Hifftinke  dnd 
hii  m  fAv^nr  jbdU  come  Hf.kicaufe  he hdthdone great  things  j  and 
fo in  ?fdL')9T*  They  belch  with  their  meuths  (faith  Ddvid)and 
theyge  up  anddown  the  City  grinning  iiks  ^  ^S  -  ^l^^fe  are  the  ex- 
prcflionsofZ>4v«/,and  in  that  P/i/i»^  he  meanes  no  other  but 
thofe  his  adverfaries  that  were  about  Sdttt  in  his  Court ;  and 
jB*fi^.38.3,4.  To  the  cbicfprinceotMcfliech  and  Tubal,/ tw// 
fftt  hiokss  in  thyjdw^s  (^iaith  God)  and  ii^i  Dan.j.  the  four  great 
iAenzxchSiBdbyienidn^PerJtdn, Grecian  fRon^dn^^Ytfct  out  ^yfouy 
*r4//, and  the  fourth  Monarchy  which  is  by  moft  Interpreters 
interpreted  the  Semdn  Emfire^  DanieL  7  7.  it  is  defcribed  to  be 
dredafnll  andterribleyOndftr^ng  exceedingly, and  it  hd4g^^^t  iron 
neth  jit  devoured  and  brake  in  feeces^  andfiamfed  the  refidtte  with 
the  'feet  ofity  and  it  wae  divers  from  all  things  that  was  before  ir ; 
No  w  this  beaft  raged  firft  in  the  heathen  Empire,  and  after  it 
gave  its  powf  r  to  the  beafk  Antichrift,  as  you  may  rcade  m  Rev. 
1 3 .  and  thtt  beaft  nf^as  like  a  leopard  fpottedyfvM  of  uncleannefle 
arid  filth,  or  as  fofmc  tranflatt  it,4  pant  her  ^vf  ho  by  the  fcent  of  it 
drawes  other  beafts  to  him,but  dcvoures  them,  and  A/>  feet  like  a 
SearCyandhid  head  Iiks  ^  -£<'«».Thus  you  fee  how  God  defcribcs 
the  great  ones  of  the  world,  to  be  is  beafts  looking  with  a  con- 
temptible eye  upon  them . 

TJiirdly,  it  is  a  fore  and  a  heavy  judgement  for  a  people  to  be 
delivered  op  to  the  rage  of  craell  adverfaries ;  the  beafts  lliall  de- 
vour them.  ;  I  will  give  you  up  to  them  who  will  bring  you  lin- 
der,you  will  not  be  obedient  to  me,but  to  them  ^ou  fliall,  I  ^ill 
let  outcmell  wicked  men  upon  yoq.  Hence  David  prayed. 
Lord  let  me  not  faH  into  the  hands  of  men  y  -  whenGod  would  put 
him  to  his'choycej  tocfaoofe  what  judgement  he  wodld  have^he 
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wfts  quickly  rcfolvcd  what  to  rcfufc,Ec  woold  be  fure  he  would 
hot  haveihatj  adgeni«nt«to  be  given  tip  to  the  hands  of  men,thit- 
he  knew  was  dreadfulU ;  and  PfaL  5  5 .6.  he  prayes,  O  that  1  had 
the  wings  ^fd  d^ve^thaf  J  mij^hrfii^into  the  rAlderneffe^  ani  there' 
abiie.  I^to  the  wilJernejft  1  Why  h^  (hould  be  among  the  wilde 
beaftsinthe  wiidernefie,  and  yet  he  cryes,  Othat  he  had  the 
wings  ofadove,he  would  abide  in  the  wilderneflc  1  Why  what 
is  the  matter  here  ?  it  was  becaufe  of  the  cruelty  dfSoMl^  and  his 
courtiers,D4vU  apprehended  them  fo  cruell",  that  he  had  rather 
/all  into  the  hands  of  the  Tigers,  and  wilde  bcaftsinthewilder- 
neffe>  then  into  theirs.  Icoidd  give  you  notable  examples  of 
people  that  would  rather  endure  any  mifcty  inthc  world,  then 
be  given  up  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  That  ftory  is  m,oft 
famous  of Numantia  in  Spaine>when  Scipio  came  againft  it»  and 
they  were  afraid  it  would  be  taken,  all  the  young  iqen  firft  took 
all  the  old  people  in  the  Citv  and  killed  them,  withasfairea 
death  as  they  could;then  they  brought  all  the  riches  and  treafure 
of  the  City  to  the  market  place,  and  fct  all  on  fire^aml  after  that 
they  all  tooke  poy fon  and  poyfoned  themfclves^  aod  thus  in  one 
day >old  and  young,  and  all  in  the  City« were  quite  deftroyed,  ra- 
ther theathcy  would  id\l  into  the  hands  of  their  eneiiii<«. 

Pfxl,  1 1. 16.D  eliver  mjfouIfyithDavid^em  tbefwerdjmj  d4rr 
Hngfrom  thcftfwer  of  the  ^i?^,the  power  of  the  dog,&  thpiword,^ 
is  but  one  the  interpretation  of  the  other ;  and  that  text  Is  obier- 
Vtible,  I  Cerin.  1 5 . 3  2.  That  1  hAve  fought  with  teafis  atEjkefm 
4//tfr^Ariw/i»«tfr<i/iii».^/i;feme  interpret  this  literally,  that  he  did 
indeed  rtallyHght  with  btalls,as  being  one  way  of  torment  they 
put  t  heChridians  to,to  fight  with  beads;  but  it  is  rather  thought 
by  moll  interpreters ,  that  the  meaning  is  with  men  th^ 
were  beaftly,  with  cruel  men ,  ani  Efihius  thinkes  thofe  meqto 
be  no  other,but  tho!e  that  are  mentioned  in  Ad:.  1 9.9.  of  whom 
the  text  faith  there,that  divers  werehdrdaedjamijpake  eyilbefere 
the  mahitHdcl^pMHl  then  departed  from  them^^feparstedthe  difci'- 
ple/^Pauiftw  that  it  was  a  mofl:  devillifh  dedgne^togctthe  mul- 
titude to  be  gathered  together,  and  there  to  Ipeakeag ainft  him 
andhisdoftrine,  and  againft  Chrifl:,  when  all  the  multitude 
were  got  together,  no  w  their  malice  thought  that  a  Ht  pp'portu- 
nity  to  vent  all  their  yenotn  againft  P^i  and  his  dodlrinctupon 
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.chat  the  fpirit  oiPdml  wu  k  provoked  (faith  thetext^  that 
h  difdrted  from  them ,  and  JefurdPfd  the  difcifUs  :  he  faw 
them  defperately  fet  upon  it  with  malice  thac  they  would 
take  fuch  an  advantage ,  fo  to  {peake  againft  him  and  his 
doArine  before  the  multitude  ;  it  is  thus  with  many  ,  the 
more  fcdition  is  raifed ,  the  better  are  their  dcfigncu  further- 
ed. Chnfttdshis  DifcipleSj  Markf  i6.i8.  that  Serpe$$ts 
Ihpmlddothemnohttrt ,  Mnd  drinking  p^jfanjbdl I  not  hurt  them; 
yeali  in  the  19.  of  Ij0k£  the  beginning,  hee  tels  them  thej 
flidtt  hitvf  power  0ver  D  ivtU ;  Serpents  ih tU  doe  them  no  hurt, 
poyfon  (hall  doe  them  no  hurr,  and  they  ftiali  have  power  over 
Devils:  but  MMtthew  10. 17.  Jfetpore ofmcm ;  they  might  fay, 
why  bleflcd-Mafter,  what  need  we  j)e  afraid  of  men  ?  Serpents 
ftsdl  doe  us  no  hurt,  we  fliall  hava  power  over  Devils  >  and  yet 
for  all  this,  ChxiAhidsth^mtsikf  heed  rfmen;  as  if  there  were 
more  danger  of  hurt  from  wicked  men «  then  from  Devils  ^  or 
from  Serpents,  and  therefore  S.Paulin  the  2.oftheTA^/4/aw- 
4m  3 .2.  prayes  that  they  may  be  delivered  from  dhfurd  men  ;  fo 
the  words  are ,  thofethat  had  loft  the  very  principle  ofrealbn, 
atid  were  even  asbeafts.There area  generatioi^rifen  up amongft 
US9  who  have  fucked  up  the  poyisn  ofthe  old  Serpent,*  and  are 
fweld  with  it, who  are  fet  on  fire  of  hel^and  the  poyibn  of  Afpes 
isundertheinlips^andintbeirkandsj  and  as  it  was  faidoffc^- 
p$mlm  and  Remm  ^  the  founders  of  Rome ,  .they  wercfiickled 
by  wolves,  fo  are  thefe,  who  defire  to  build  up  Rome  again; 
much  like  the  firft  founders  of  that  Rome,  they  fceme  to  be  men 
fiickled  by  wolyea  9  or  as  the  Poets  faig^e  oiLyenfiny  turned  into 
awolfefothiscmelty  ^orasitisfaidof  their  S.D onUniek,^  t\mt 
was  the  father  ofthe  Dominicans,  that  when  his  Mother  was 
with  child  of  him,  (he  dreamed  that  Hie  brought  forth  awolfe, 
with  a  firebrand  in  his  mcAith ;  according  to  that  reprefentation 
flie  had  in  her  dreame  of  her  childe^  he  proved  afterwards ;  and 
if  we  looke  to  the  cruelty,  and  the  rage  of  thefe  kindeof  men, 
we  Q^ayeven  thinke,  that  their  Modiers  have  brought  forth 
wolves  with  firebrvids  in  their  mouths;  in  thefe  Satan  rages, 
>and  we  hope  therefore  his  time  is  but  very  (hort,  becaufe  he  ra- 
ge^fomuch ;  hadthey  prevailed,  and  brought  all  under  their 
pow€r,r  no  Chronicle  of  any  Nation  un4cr  Heaven  would  af*  i 
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ford  the  like  ftories  of  horrid  cruelties,  tt  the  CIvonidts  of 
thefe  times  woidd  have  done;  where  they  have  prtvaikd, 
in  Ireland ,  there  have  been  the  beginninj^  of  fuch  batba- 
riftnee,  afi  here  wodd  tare  rifentothe  ^f^ee^ion  of  ail  rage 
and  Kcfrible  xrndties  \  they, may  be  faire  a  littlewhile,  tiU 
they  get  more  ftrength ;  but  certainly  had  they  their  will, 
th^e  woald  neter  be  parallel  exawpk^  of  that  hottibk 
rage  tXii  cnieity  as  you  would  finde  among  them,  the  Lord 
deliver  us  from  being  fconrged  with  theft  lcorpi<»«;  let  us  hum- 
ble our  fbulesbefotx!  God,  that  Ciod  niaytiot  humble  osbefoK 
fuch  beaftSjthat  he  may  notfay  that  England  fliali  be  asa  foneft^ 
and  thefe  beafts  (hall  deToore  them;  in  the  meime  time  let  *js  not 
be  offended  at  their  f)feiratlings  infome  places,  for  ttoi  wte 
fhould  bcos  beafts  our  fclws,  PftU.  75,  aa.  S^  ign^mt  wat  /, 

/&  wUl  re^irt  cftheie^fis  the  ik^difiisftofle.  Certainly, 
God  will  require  of  thefe  beafts,  the  Uood  that  hadi  be«e  fiied, 
it  is  preddus  blood  that  they  hate  drut^e ;  had  ic  beene  cornapt 
bl^,Ood  wpuld  not  fo  moch  faavecansd  for  it,  but  it  hath  been  { 
thebto^id  of  his  Sttims;  kt  us  bdasm  that  God  willtume  ^ 
r4fe4/io^j  the  rage  of  beafts,  t^hifrMifi,  PfiU.y6.io.SatAy 
the  Lord  catmntp^bly  behold  without  ffsdignationfiichvik 
beafts  t^wotrie  hid  Uit)bc,who«refod^ret<>biai|fven  fochfe 
prx^cidus  inhisey^fSt  to  b^^tbrne  and  worriedl^tiKhbciAsas 
thefttfte^  th^ey<e6ofthel42irdftn?|>urcrthedtdbehold£Kiiiii^ 
qinty  as  this  is,  we  may  wtli  <ry  out  with  die  Prophet,  A*- 
l^kkf^^'^iS'  ff^iong  JMln/ecryom  of^idenct  undmrvngf 
Ip^iJiftgs  Jtf^^Urfee^^eiifi^^me^  whnrfore  i^kjtfith^fifm 
th0m  that  JtaU  treMchtrm/lj  and  hdlAtft  thj  t&ngue^  mhen  i*r 
jviekfA  dtvst^fth  tbtHMHtihsf  umart  ri^iu^m  4hfm  l^$ttfeljti 
Thebigtie<r  thefctiisn  arifetih,theneererw«fc»bW  it  f^totheftre. 
I  have  rettdof  i'^7#)  wheti  the  people  of  cb?  Jtws  «Mle«ffe  ^ 
hi^  to  apologize  for  tJiem  untb  Caim^  the  BftRpeioar,  Cmv 
ufed  him  very  ri^edljr,  when  be  cameout  of  his  pt«foi(»y  the 
}^ws  came  rou Ad  ^oout  hitn, well,(firith  he,to^en€oiinige  ^«im J 

Btttit  may  belaid  by  fome,  furely  tfaeKe  m^n  ire  Mtt  beirfls, 
for  they  are  skilfoU  w«rrjeis,  they  atvnotli^niii/b  asyo»take 
______^       '  them 
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thtm  to  bee,  but  arc  sldifiill  enough  in  their  wayes;  markc 
thit  text  of  f  «^^#/  21.31.  i  wii  deliver  thee  into  the  bam  J  ef 
krmifiwtin^  skilfuHte  deftroy;  they  2Te  ^kjifitll  to  defirey^zmji 
yet  trutijb  Mten ;  we  have  »  promife  from  God,  and  our  pray  trs 
£bould  haften  the  fulfilling  of  it,  in  Ezjtkiet  3  4. 2  5 .  He  will  caufe 
theevilUeaJtstocenfeeH^ofthelMJi^  ver(e.2S.  thibeafisefth^t 
hrndfifsllne  mer^dtvettre  them ;  O  that  that  time  were  oome  1 
OthattheLord  would  ieworke  ibr  us  as  tocaofe  our  beaftsto 
ceafe  out  of  our  land ,  that  they  miglit  no  more  devoure !  Jfaiah 
3 5. p.  Ne  Lieu Jball  1^ there y  ne  ravenens  he4/i  J^^H  heefruhd 
there^hnt  theredeemed  fhall  walke  th*re ;  there  i«  ftich  a  tia}e 
comrnin^;  let  us  be  patient  in  the  fneane  time,  and  comfort  otir 
ielves  in'^thefe  Scriptures  ,  though  our  brethren  endure  hard 
things,  by  thefecruell  beafts,  and  though  God  may  perhaps 
brins  fome  of  ua  under  the  rage  of  them,  yet  there  is  an  eftate  of 
the  Churches,  that  will  be  erelong  ^  that  they  (hall  be  troubled 
no  more  with  fuch  uneleane,  fuch  outragious  beafts. 

•  VxRSl  13.  AndljviUvipt  mpen  her  the  dajes  ef  Bstalimy 
wberem  fhe  btirnt  incenfe  to  them^  dndjhe  deckfd  herfelfe  with  her 
$0r^Tings  Mdhet  jewels y  snd  Jbe  went  after  her  levers ^  andfer£^t 
fme\  (jditb  the  Lord.) 

V  Here  is  the  conckifionofthe  threatninc  part  of  the  Chapter; 
New  God  will  come  upon  them  for  aU  their  (ins  together ,  if  a 
generattottftiallfucceedirr  wickedneflc,  God  may  juftlycome 
upon  that  generation,  for  all  the  fins  of  the  former  generations ; 
all  the  Wood  from  jfbeltoZachdriah  (hall  be  required  (!f  this 
eenerationi  Iwiltvi/tdlfthed^escf  Sdalim^tyct  fincethcy 
ftrvc*  B4dt,  let  men  take  heed  of  continuing  »n  the  wayes  pi  fin, 
who  can  tell  what  fin  may  put  a  period  to  the  time  of  Gods 
bringing  his  judgement  upon  a  Nation,  a  femily,  or  a  partiadar 
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pcrton?  though  Qpd  hath  fpared  heretofore,  upon  the  next  fin 
cdmttiitted,thcremaybefo?b  a  period  put,  as  God' now  may  many 
come  upon  the  family,  not  onely  for  that  fin,  but  for  all  the  fins  |  ^^^ 
of  thefamily,  that  cret  have  bctnc  committed  fince  it  was  a  £a- 
nuly, and fo upon iNition,  foraUthc  finsof  tnation,  finceit 
was  a  nation,  and  all  thy  fins,  ever  fince  thou  waft  a  finner.  Men 
goe  on  awhile  inthewaycs  of  finprofoerbufly,  but  when  God 
commcth  to  vifit,  what  wil  become  or  them?  ffaiah  10.3  .JVhat 
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willy  OH  doe  in  the  day  of  jour  vifit4tioH ,  4ind  in  the  defoUtion 
which  Jhall  come  from  far,  to  whom  will yefiee for  helfef  andifihere 
wiUje  leaveyoHrglorj  f  Now  youirc  merry,  and  laugh  ,  now 
you  feare  nothing,  but  what  will  you  doe  in  the  day  ofvifitation  ? 
what  will  become  of:  you  then?  whither  will  you)?^^  then  .^and 
where  will  you  leave  your  glorj  f 

I  will  yilit  upon  them  the  dayes  of  Baalim  •  in  the  plurall 
number  J?M//OTy  by  which  ibme think  and  thatnot  imprebably^ 
that  it  is  meant  of  their  under  Gods  that  they  had ,  which  they 
called  Baalims;  for  the  Heathen  had  their  chiete  Gods^  and 
their  DH  minores,  tbek  leiTer  Gods>  that  were  unto  them,  as  me- 
diators to  their  chieFeGods,  and fo our Papifts have,  they  have 
their  2>^i  imi^r^j,  leiTer  <p9ds>  who  are  tutelar  Gods,  either  over 
Nations,  or  over  families,  or  over  particular  di{eares,&c.  As 
they  fay,  iox England,  S.George ,  for  France^  S.Dennis ,  for  Ire^ 
land^  S.Pstricl^j  foifVales^S. David,  fox  Scotland,  S.  Andrew, 
&c.  Thefe  $aints  they  are  m  imitation  of  the  Heathens,  fiaai, 
or  in  the  Galdee  dialed  Bel,  was  the  firft  King  of  Babylon  after 
Nimrod,  the  firft  that  was  deified^  ^nd  reputed  as  a  God  after 
death,  whence  thofe  men  that  W^fe  deified  after  their  death, 
and  wordiiped  as  Gods,  as  the^apifts  worftiip  their  Saints^ 
they  called  Baalims^  as  from  iulitu  Cafar  ^  the  other  chat  bU 
lowed  after  ^  were  called  Cafar s  :  This  interpretation  gives 
unto  us  much  light  to  underftand  that  Saipture  that  you  have  in 
the  firft  of  the  Corinthians,  $.y,6.  Thongb  there  be  that  mtc  cai" 
led  Lords,  whether  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  ai  there  h  Gods  noan^^ 
and  Lords  many,  but  to  ns  there  is  but  one  God  r^  Father,  and  one 
Lordlefus  Chrifi  •  If  the  Apottle  had  fpokein  Hebrew^it  would 
have  beenethus,  though  there  h^  many  Baalims  ^  there  is  to  u« 
bnt  one  God,  and  one  Baal;  for  in  Hebrew,  Baal  is  Lord,  there  are 
many  Gods,  (fajf  they)  there  were  diversgreater  Gods,  and  there 
were  many  Lords,  anny  Baalim^^thztis,  there  are  many  a-, 
mongft  the  Heathens  that  are  mediators  to  their  other  chiefe 
Gods;  But  to  hs^  (  faitli  he)  tHereubut  one  G^d,Af^but  oue  Lord^ 
but  one  BmI,  we  have  not.  Bfali'ms,  we  have .  not  atSLny  media-v 
tors,to  mediate  betweehe  us  and  God»  but  as  wehave  buteoj^ 
God>  £)  we  have  but  one  Lord,  butone  Mediator^  who  indeed  in 
re^dofhis  humane  nature  is  iqferiour  to  the  Father,  Wyct 
_^ :       ■  '       '      ' iuch^ 
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fuch  a  Lord  by  whom  art  all  t}iitigs,and  wcbyhim,wc  acknow- 
ledge not  greater  GodSjandlefTeGods  Tthitl^pifla  acknowledge 
but  one  God^but  they  have  many  Lords,many  Mediatours,many 
that  muft  be  between  God  and  thein,but  this  is  a  heaihenifh  opi- 
nion. -  * 

Again>  Baalim  in  t\it  plurtll  number.  Another  reafon  given 
by  fome^and  not  improbablie^is^tkat  in  regard  of  the  feveral  tma- 
ages  they  had  of theiri944/,in  fcverall  places,even  in  their  pfivafe 
houfes ;  for  Idolaters  would  not  fatisne  themfelves  in  worfhip- 
ing  theirGods  in  publi^ue,l)ut  would  woflhip  them  in  their  pri- 
vate houfes  alfo.  Ikw  though  the  J  ewes  had  onely  two  Idols  ^ 
fet  np,one  in  Dan^othzt  in  -B^fA/Z^yetthey  had  fome  reprefen- 
tiitioosofthofe  images  in  their  private  houfes,  which  may  be 
grounded  upon  that  text  Hpfea  i  o,  j  *  Bicanft  of  the  calves  ofBe^ 
thavenJi\i^K  isafBethelyCily^s  of  Bethel.V/hyyhov/  many  calves 
were  there  thert  Ptherc  was  but  one  calfe  fet  up  there,*  yet  here 
it  is  in  the  plurall  number :  now  the  reafon  of  that  is  given,  be- 
caufe  though  there  was  but  on  calfe  fct  up  tor  the  pu  blique  wor- 
ship, yet  they  bad  in  their  |dft||  families,  thepidureof  that 
calfe,  and  fo  would  bring-^I^^Hi^ip  of  their  ^^/ into  their 
families.  A  good  lellbn  for  cffHKis^not  to  fatisfie  themfelves 
with  publique  worfliip,  but  to  bring  as  much  of  the  worftiip  of 
God  as  they  can  into  their  families. 

fVhcreinjbe  hnrnt  incenfe  to  r/^w.  Incenfe  was  a  typicall  figni- 
ficationofprayer,intworcfpefts..  Fiift,inthe fwectfavourof 
it.  Andfecondly,intheafceHdingohtbyfire,  fo  all  our  pray- 
ers (houid  be  as  incenfe,  fweet  before  the  Lord,  and  afccnd  up 
witbthefervencieofzeale,  and  faitb;  it  is  proper  to  God  alone 
to  hate  incenfe  burnt  unto  him  in  a  religious  way,  t  he-  heathens 
burnt  incenfeto  their  Idols,imitating  the  worlhip  of  God. 

She  Jeckfd  herfelfe  with  her  earingSy  and  her  jewels :  they  wor- 
(hipped  their  Idols  i'nfumptuous  manner,  adorning  themfelves 
with  as  coftly  apparell  as  they  could,  especially  their  foreparts'  2 
the  word  that  is  tranflated^m^tf//,  fignifies  the  no fe jewel ^t\\t  fame 
word  that  you  have  in  Ifaiah  5.21  ,nofe  jewels y  they  hanged  upon 
their  ftces,  jewds  to  make  themfclvts  beautifiill  before  their 
Idols.'whoresuietoadome  themfelves  more  potnpoufly  then 
grave  matrons,  by  this  many  fimple  people  are  drawn  to  the  love 

ppp3  ^    ^y 
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of  Iddlatry  which  is  fpirituall  whoredome ;  outward  braveries 
drawthetenfesj  they  thought  that  God  would  accept  of  their 
fer  vice  the  rither^becaufe  of  their  cofUy  jewels,  that  hung  about 
their  carcs,and  noftrils.   From  whence  this  note. 

To  thinke  that  God  will  accept  our  fcrvice  the  rather,  becaafe 

of  any  apparel,or  any  thing  of  our  own  deviflng^is  to  deale  with 

God  as  theHeathens  with  their  Idols;  we  muft  take  heed  of  that: 

the  Heathens  inftituted  garments,that  fb  they  might  be  accept* 

ed.There  was  a  Ceuncel  in  the  3  3  syeer  of  Chrift,  that  hath  this 

Canon  in  it,it  anathematizes  all  thofe  that  (hal  judge  one  ve{\ure» 

one  garment  more  holy  then  another,  and  i^ake  more  for  piety 

then  another  doth.We  are  toleame  from  Idolaters  thusmud^to 

beautifie  and  adorn  our  fbuk^when  we  come  into  the  prefeice  of 

God;did  they  deck  their  bodies^and  hang  jewels  about  ears  &n»- 

fes  whc  they  came  before  their  Idols  for  acceptance-^ietus  beaiv^ 

tifie  our  foiiles  every  time  we  come  before  the  living  God;  and 

would  you  know  what  Bne  clothes  you  (hould  have,  when  you 

come  into  Gods  prefenct^I  will  tell  you,  and  efpecially  women 

who  delight  fo  much  in  fine  clothts,i  Pet.y^.BeyecUthdmth 

A;^i»/7»>#tf;fothew<H'distodr«pfWitbadrcffe  that  Gentlewo* 

men  ufedtoweare  in  thofe  times,  with  ritd^ands  about  their 

heads ;  well  (faith  the  Apoflle)  would  you  have  a  fine  drefle  ye 

women  ?  bejecUthedv^th  hfimilitie ;tke  fineft  dreffc  yon  can 

poflibly  have:  and  I  will  tell  you  another  dreffetoo,  inthefiiA 

ot  Pet.  3 .4.  Adornedivith  a  quiet  and  p^ekg  jpirit^  which tewhi 

God  of  great  price  •  it  is  much  fet  by  of  God,  (o  tranflated  in  fome 

ofyourbookes.  You  love  to  be  fine^  if  you  come  into  Gods 

prefence  withqui^t  and  meeke  lpirits«  and  clothed  withhu<^ 

mjlitie,  yon  will  be  as  fine  as  can  be  in  the  very  eyes  of  God; 

but  withall  remember  both  men  and  women ,  the  robes  of 

Chrifts  righteoufnefle,  except  you  come  clothed  and  decked 

with  that  garment  alfo ,  certaii^y  you  can  never  find  accep-^ 

tance. 

Thej  followed  aftor  their  Idols  hut  f^got  me  {faith  the  Lard) 
their  lovers  were  remembred,  butlwasforgotten,  bithGod; 
God  here  ipeakcs  in  a  lamenting  way,  as  t  man  bemoaning  his 
fad  condition ;  as  if  he  fhould  have  faid^ho  w  am  I  (lighted  by  my 
people  ?  the  Idols  can  be  fellowed,thcy  can  be  remembred,biit  I 

am 
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am  negl€Aed>  I  am  forg(ytten>  they  have  a^Wity  for  thdr  Idok, 
but  none  for  me^memory  for  tkemfxn  none  for  me. 

God  takes  it  very  ill, when  men  can  finde  ine!norie,ftrcngtll, 
and  a^aiyity  enough  tor  their  finfuU  waye$,but  noncf  or  him,  ma- 
ny complaine  of  fo-ength,  they  are  weake,  but  who  was  ever  fo 
weake,  but  had  ftrength  enough  to  finne?  though  memories  be 
wcafee,y ct  finfuU  wayescan  bethought  on. 

f #rf#f  mfy  thst  is,  Firft,  they  have  forgot  what  a  God  I  am, 
Seconmy,  what  I  have  done  for  them^  the  great  worket  I  have 
donebeforethcm -Thirdly, all  thrirengagcmentf  to  me ;  many 
follow  wicked  wayes,  yet  fo  as  fometimes  they  have  checks  of 
conscience,  they  have  fomewhat  oJGod  yet  (licking  uponcheir 
lKam,foixie  remembrances  of  God,  and  fo  long  there  is  hopr;Vut 
when  a  (innerliatlifofar departed  from  God,  and  followed  on 
his  utigodly  wayes,  as  God  it  quite  wome  out  of  his  thoughts, 
thenheis  ma  fad  cafe  indeed.  I  appeale  to  yon,  isitnotthe 
cafe  of fome  here?  thete  wasa  time  that  you  had  mighty  im*- 
preffions  of  God  upon  y onr  fpirits,and  then  you  could  never  go 
up  and  down  in  your  (hdps,ftreet8,fieldir,  but  the  thoughts  of 
God  were  in  your  mind^and  when  you  awaked  in  the  night  fea- 
fon,thetlKiught  t>f  God  was  in  ycwr  hearts ;  but  there  was  fome 
hctmt  of  wickedntfle  that  your  hearts  hankered  after  all  that 
wUtef  temptation  came,  and  you  have  given  w^  to  it,  and 
flow  Cfriend)yo«cangq«pand  down,  o.ie  day  after  another, 
«nd  fcarce  #lanke  ofGod  at  all;  what  is  t hetnattcr  that  you  have 
nothoi^hts  of  God  now,  as  you  were  wont  to  have  ?  yet  per- 
haps you  arenot  gonefo  farre,but  that  now  and  then  there  com- 
meth  in  foBie  darting  thooghcs  of  him,  bat  fo  as  your  con(cience 
knowesthey  are  vetyterriWetoyo«,you  can  never  now  have  a 
thought  of  God,btttit  is  as  adagger  at  your  heart,  and  mdeed  it 
muft  needs  be  terrible  toaguiltk  oonfcience  that  is  departed 
frofltGod.  WeU,  take  heed  what  thoudoeft  O  thou  finner^  go 
hotonfetenginthyfirifeUwaycs,  till  thou  wearcftout  aiithe 
dioHghtscfGod3forfomeha^'edonefe,  though  they  had  checks 
of  couBricnce,  wiientfcey  haveteene  in  wicked  companie,  God 
hath<*mcintothek  thoughtSjandtrodblcdthem,  but  they  have 
gonetowickcld  company  again,tndfomethoughts  of  Go»i  have 
yet  foUowedthem,but  they  hnvcgDnragainand  agani,andiiow 
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they  have  forgot  God;  is  if  there  were  do  God  at  all  in  heaven^ 
as  it  God  had  nothing  to  4^  with  them^  and  they  nothing  to  do 
with God,0  this is«  (ad  condition  indeed.  If  anyof  yoube  de- 
clining into  fuch  a  conHition  as  this  is,  the  Lord  flop  you,  this 
day  the  Lord  a  waken  your  confciences.  Ordiiiarilie  the  more 
profperity  men  have ,  the  moreforgetfull  they  are  o£the  Lord; 
ThejForgatmeCy  as  Genefis  48.20.  lac^t  fet  Efhraim  before 
Manajfesydrfk  Efhraim^thcn  Man4Jfeh;  Efhraim  lignifics^/w/- 
fulnefe^^ndAdanafes  Ggni&^sforgetfHlnefc;tkv^  it  is  with  men, 
Efhraim  comes  firft,  fruirfulHeJfc,  God  is  fhiitf ull  to  yoUj  and 
bleffeth  you  in  your  eftates,  and  then  comes  Manaff^esJorgeifnU 
;#<?//>;  you  arc  foigetfuU  of  hisgoodnes  to  you:  My  brethren,  if 
al  way es  we  had  fuch  impreHtons  of  God^as  we  have  fbmetioies, 
O  how  happy  'were  it?l  It  will  terrific  hereafter ,  when  God 
ihall  againe  fo  prefent  himfelfe  to  youy  and  caufe  you  to  remem- 
ber what  impreflionsof  his  divine  Majcfty  once  you  had;  let  us 
hold  forth  our  continuall  remembrance  of  God»  fo  as  all  that  be- 
hold our  con  verlations,  niayfay,  furely  the  thoughts  of  God  are 
mighty  upon  the  fpirits  of thefe  men ;  thus  we  ftiould  live  before 
our  brethren ;  I  wUlgive  you  this  one  rule  br  your  lives ;  Live 
fuch  lives  as  by  them  you  may  hold  forth  before  your  brethren 
fuch  remembrances  of  God ,  «s  they  mif  conclude  by  that  they 
fee  inyourconverfationSj  Certainly  there  are  de^  thoughts  c^ 
God  upon  the  heart  of  this  man^there  was  a  time  indeed  he  walk- 
ed  lightly^vainly^and  foolifhly^but  now  he  is  ferious  in  his  way, 
heisconfideratc,  hce  is  heavenly,  hce  walks  withfcare;  Cer- 
tainly there  are  great  impreflions  of  the  divine  Majefly  upon  his 
heart  i  if  it  be  fo  )vith  us,  how  joyfiill  will  it  be  to  us  hereafter* 
when  God  fhallappeare  in  his  glory,  then  to  have  our  oonfd- 
encestellus,  the  imprcflions  ofthe  Majf  efty  of  this  God,  that 
now  I  fee  fo  high  and  great  have  beene  upon  my  foule,  in 
the  whole  courfe  of  my  life ,  I  now  fee  the  glory  of  the  great , 
God  fhlning,and  blefleJ  be  his  namctcven  this  God  that  appear  es 
fo  glorioufly,  hath  appeared  often  to  my  ibule  before,  and  I  iuve 
kept  the  imprcflions  of  hisglory  upon  my  fieart ,  andhee  was 
continually  in  my  thoughts.  It  is  a  wonder  that  God  (hould  ever 
thinkc  of  us,  who  are  fo  torgetfkll  of  him  as  we  are;  PfalAjrhat 
u  man  that  thod  remeffibrcft  him?  (fait h  the  text)  what  is  man? 
>        .    ' >  The  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


the  Frppbifiepf  Ho  $  i  a* 


I 


Thewordthere  thatistranflat€dw4»,  fome  would  bring  from 
the  Hebrew  roote  which  f^nifies/irf  rf/i^/«(fjj>  •  I  finde£i#yf. 
kirn  taking  it  thus  ^  ^6at  u  man  O  Lord  y  that  thou  fioulifi  rc^ 
memkcrhimf  that  is^  what  isforgjtffHUm^^  that  thou  (houldft 
lemcmbcrhim?  yet  I  confefli?  the  Hebrew  Word  that  is  there 
trasflated  mM  ,  comes  from  another  roote  that  fignifies 
weakelineflej  ficklincfle  ;  what  is    weaki   man^    what 


fiek,  num ;  yet  if  this  word  come  n^t  from  thait  roote  that  fig- 
nifieth  tofwgtty '  yet  I  am  fiire  there  is  a  word  that  commeth 
from  that  rootethat  (igniiies  to  forget,  .that  h  ufed  iFor  womon^ 
becaufe  of  their  forgcthilncflc;  wee  would  be  glad  to  have  God 
jremember  us,  in  the  day  of  our  adveriities,  let  us  remember  God 
DOW;  all  you  young  ones^  remember  God^remcmber  your  Ctea- 
torinthe  dayes^f  your  youth;  yoaol^pcopki  whatfoeveryou 
forg^,  fbrgd  net  the  Lord ;  let  us  itU  rememb^rthe  Lotd,  who 
hathremembredusSdl;  who  hath  remembered  England^  in  its 
low  cRttCy  for  his  mercif^  emdftre for  ev0r. 

Wehayedone  with  the  thrcatnit^  part ,  noly  it  follower; 
Tborefore^iehoJJJwiBnllMreher,  hhg  btr  into  the mldornfilfey 
dtod^oMkg  cmforfalflj  ^  her;  []Thq:cfoi:e]  Belpyed,  it  is  a 
Oxuige  therefore;  what,  they  reUowed  after  their  Idols,  ^th^y 
bave/aict^bft^^^b^itprofperity  wts  a. reward  oftheirJdols, 
th^  have  forget  the  Lord,  they  have. decked  themfelves.  w^th 
their  jewels,  to  hoBpurtbeic  Idols;  (w^^ouurke)  it  comes  pcetr 
(cntly^herefmro  I  wii^Hwe  her,  mA  Jwiiljpeake  f^f^foruhij  ia 
\ffr  ;)Qjac^oiM  lather  hive thoiight  it^pnld  have  feUpwec^i 
ThcitMrel  will  yet  plague  her,  therefc^emy  /udgemeqts  Ihall 
pnriiie^ier,  t<klcotbef  off;  butmarkeit  foUowes,  Therefore  1 
miUdM^trihfr^  iiMj^fi^kfi^contfrniAUeiii^olfer^'Q  4^^. 
Foe gncedTGodtphif  people  I  B^f9hbattheIlc?Ltday...> 
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The  Tvpelfih  LeBurt^. 

Ho  s  1  A  1.14. 

Thenf^re  hMd  1  wW  ^Umt  hn ,  dndirifig  Imr  int0  the  mUkr^ 
'    Hife^  dnd^akic^mftrtdbtf  Hnt$  hrr :  dM  1  mi  ghm  bmr  ktr 
vinejdrds  fr^mthenct. 

^  Ere  begins  tlie  feooad  ptrt  of  thift  Cbapter;  the  for- 
fe  merwas  in  conviftion,  threatning,  pronouncii^ 
^  judgement  J  this  from  vtrfe  14.  unto  the  end^  is 

ag  the  opening  of  the  fiee  and  rich  gntce  oi  Qedto 
S  liiraeL  It  may  be  iaid  of  this  Chapter,  at  P/4/.85. 
lo.  Mercy  and  ffdci  dr$mit  t^gnhtr ,  rigbudrnfmefe  djni  trmik 
klffe  each  other.  There  is  a  bleftd  con junraon  bet Weene  thrc at- 
ningoffudgement,  indproflferiog  mercie;  but  wbdreisthe^^ 
ffddcfthh  conjimhUH  f  What  is  it  that  knits  tbi&  two  tofr* 
tHer  ?  Here  is  a  eoHjnnR'Hn,  but  it  is  verjr  wondetAAl^  it  is  in  the 
firft  wcHfd ,  therefere;  that  k  the  (^ftfld^  [tberef^ri^  1  i^iU  diard 
her;  Wherefore?  This#A#>^#f#rtf  hath  ft  very  (Inmgc  and  won-^ 
derjfiiU  wherefdre^S'^i^tfAttoT^hAt  WMt  befiiife,the  words 
hnmerfiiitly  before  ^ere.  She  n^t  ««(%w^  her  hvere ,  dnifergM 
^eJsiththelerA^  Z^h^ert^  heiheU^lwitl  sUmre  A#r;thtvs 
necdsindeed  %nScefi  be  put  le  (hie  ^ther^ere^  iehoU^  Bcliokl* 
JwiiUlimreher.  tjrmcwidmtkt  hovvr4id^^Alllg9«MUlbe 
ioyniidtDgethin',  <tKetdt)fe  heththkstilircVe^verfi^hathMtro^ 
fercncctothitthaV  iMmeeNiffy  h^ni^yiknc  yUtf^iLtki  ipwnit 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Chaptcr,*y4jr  tejtmrbrethren^Ammi^my 
^^iplt^ndtojeHrfifiers^HhMmdhfiit  that  hath  obtainedmetxry, 
therfore  j  And  CcrHeliMitL  Lapide  not  underftanding  the  caufc  of 
fuch  a  conneAion^  he  would  referre  the  beginning  oi  thit  verfe^ 
totheendofthcfeventhvcrfe,  Shejhdafay^  IwUlgoe  temjfirfi 
kkHfdnd^fer  thenit  W4U  hmfe^ith  me  then  tt$w ,  tberefere  aUb  I 
will  dllure  her  I  thefetMro/fhrfugh  learned  men,  yettrePapifts, 
and  therefore  underftand  but  little  of  the  free  rich  gnce  of  God, 

and 
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that^thst went bef^, and tUsnlkrir/vr^ ;  bdb  Wif  ne^iMt goe fb 
farre»  th€  right  knowledge  of  the  ratneffe,  audi  the  riehesof  the 
graceofthcCovaiint,  willbelpeusoiitaf  rhitdilfictdlyp  and 
tellushewthefetwo,  thegreatneffcofmansfin,  andcfacriches 
QfG^dMpfct^vfkny  have  aconncftianMt  tc^ana^er^andthatby 
ait lUktiTe  thtrffm^.  I  CMofeflbthc  Habrej^  word  ia  femef tines 
€0nJMnSti9  0rdimsy  rather  thetvr4i^«r ;  a  cM^lUm  tiM>ot)ely 
fecseutttieordet  coaching,  on&thiiigfbUewftigaAothfdryrather 
then  any  way  implying  any  cadts  buttherctdiiig  here  hy  way 
of  inference,  ItaketoMMcoidinguniotheftOfebf  the  Spirit 
ofGod^anditgifeewtlifaexoeltetifTiote;     '        •-' 

Such  iathe  grace  of  God  unto  thofe  who  are  in^  Cor^nant 
with  him^  as  tatakeoccafion  fboin  the  greatnefle  of  their  (ioa,tp 
flaewthegreacnefie  of  Im  marcy ;  from  the  Tilenefle  of  thetr 
fiistodedaiethe  riches  oFhisgKice:  And  the  Scri^re  harb 
diveiaflidi kin^eof  exprefliom as  theft >  t^€$mfis  8.  ai*.  Tim 
LMdpiiiin>hkhi^ti  IwiSmt  sgdiMicmtfi  tlk^n0$mdst$^  mm^ 
frr  nmnsfiJ^i  Why  i  F9r  th$  imMgrnMUm  $fwumi  kiMrt  u  &9M 
fkomUsya^h :  AflriingeKafiming ;  i  Minn  fmfe  fh^ft^fmd 
fmw$Mn9fiikgyAm  tke$mmim0iM€fp$j^shfmfi»nfiilfrmmi^ 
jmtik.  One  wttddha^thooshtitihiHil^liafebeene  rather^  i 
will^liaxSuecm^thfjgrs^f^rmMs  becamfe  th^Hmigi- 
nm$n  ^$mmi  kiMt  it  tviUfrtm  kmymtth ;  but  the  grace  oPGod 
bbowa  how  to  make  another  maoiitir  of  infimnoe  then  wee 
couMiviire imagined ;  Solibewiie,  ifsiMh  57. 17,  if.  F0rtif$ 
imi/Huy^fifirtavhtmfkjtffBmMiiwrHh  ^mipwukim^  1  kidm& 
mulwiu  rfritkfMihtif»tM  ^n^^Jk&l/Nardif.  in  tbt  loMf  rfUifhrifirf; 
i^SMV0yafiirAMriMi^ir;(ftithGeKli)Nowone  wooMhave  thought 
tkatthencQct  wordihoatihaye  beene^  I  will  ^her^ore  plague 
hidi;  I  wift  deQny^hik),]  wilcnrfehim ;  bHt'marke  the  words 

^Hi^Um9U9>U$b^'4ndrfliiijkimiuw  I  Irmilcr^Mt^fh^fmi^^f 
thiUtfg^  ftdcr  ti  kim.  This  is  aeohfeqaebt  at  leaft^  if  not 
aninmence.  IWiitimd^ftbod  this teaibding  to  be  indeed 
iho  tme  tfifoi^iig  ^^the  Covenant  of  gfaccf  /  and  thefe*' 
farehej^eadcditiuswithGodj  FfaL^f  ^11.  ^dri$nin^utiq94* 
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HetrkcD  yoa  StiotS9:(lieirkcq  Ifay)this  ktlie  great  falefling 
of  God  untoyoiu  who.KeirtCo^eritot  wsth.htm,wherca$odici> 
wife  youfHns  (faould  I^aye  made  you  ob  jeAs  ofGods  hatred^your 
Hns  oow  rendetyoiobjeftsof  bis  pitty  andcompaflfion^  thiais 
the  glarit^us  fruit  of  tbecovenant  of  grace. 

I  would  PQcty  th&Saust^iieard  meiathi^  tbkig^  bnt^hy  do  I 
fayfo?  I  Mrill  recall  my  word'»  ]etaUftioer$hcat;eme,lettbevi* 
left^tbe-Wosft  fibcera  inthel¥orkl,hcare  of  the  riches  efche  grace 
ot  God  iQ  this  his  Cpvenant^hat  ifdiey  belong  toGods  elemon^ 
they  may  fee  thefuUoefle,thc  glotyof  Godsgr^cc>tobe  inamou^ 
red  with  its  their  hearts  ravi(hed  \tritkit,;that  they  may  never  be 
at  reft  till  they  get  evidence  to  their  ibidevhat  God  indecdJiath 
z&Msiin  tecdved  th^m  iotot^ia:  hia  ceyenant.  If  then  God  be 
phafeoin  the  riches  of  freegtacelo  makcfiichan  inferetKe>there^ 
fore  let  us  taktf  heed  that  w<  make  not  a  quite  crofle  inference, 
from  {the  gFeatnefleofouriins^norontheothernde,  ttom  Gods 
gi:ace.:  'As  thfaa^YouhaviefolfewedyourlQverSyyou  have  forgot 
m^therefocawilI)alliuteyoUi  Ac  iiabekeiving  heart  wiouid  make 
this  inRrente :  I  have  folio  wedmy  ioversil  have  followed  after 
vanity  and  follyi  amfitherdforeGodhathTc/eftedme,  therefore 
God  will  have  noonlercy.uponineythere&re  I  atxi  t^idone^thti^ 
ipre  the  gate9  of  ^etl:y  kierOiut  Agaioft  .oiCi '  uobdeeviifiglieaFt 
dono^fione^ioft  fhegtMeofGM^,Wiaitft,yoii^avefoE^tt 
ine»  therefore  wiU  Ialliire*)aiid  fpeikeioomrortabif  to  you ;  do 
not  you  fa^^  I  have  forgot  the  Ixird;  and  therefore  the  Lord  will 
for  ever  rcje(^9ie,thele  difcouragidgjdeternriiiiDgt  defpairing 
thir^9us^tu  very  gtievousto^heS^pirit  ofQodvGodivoold  ha[ve 
usaUhavegopdthi^ighta^him.{tis  aoiaicietiiii^thatGodin- 
tcndelh  tbfoUgh  the  whple  Scripture  that  his  peofde  ihould  have 
good  thou^ts  of  hiQi,Md  th^  thqr  (bou^bot  tUnk  him  a  hard 
mafter.  It  is  auixc^eUent  expr^mon  ^i  Zuri^,  f  iiuthhe)  tlie 
whole  Sccipture  dmb  priudpiaUjr,aiji!e;at>  this  (thing  (hat  we 
fliould  not  doub^tAttrbat  wevilMiiikl\bo|ie«F«l^^  ttvft^ 

thatwefliQQld  bclceve,  that  GodidamercilUUi  abountifidlv  « 
graciouf^  and  a  patient  God  tb  hia  ipeople*  Iti&ao  excdULent 
cxpreflioa  that  I  have  read  oi  Miiftef  Srsdj^rd^  in  oneof  his 
epiftles  /iaith he;  .0  I<>rd  fometimestftie.  thmkesi  fedeit  fo 
with  mei  aa  if  there,  vwixo  <li&rcnce  ^ttAHf^sBLm^hs^tmA 
:    .  the 
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the  wicked^!  blinde  mindeas  they^si  ftoot,  ftobborne*  rebellious 
lpiri!,a  hard  heart  as  they,tnd  fa  he  goes  on;(hall  I  therefore cen*- 
clude  thou  art  not  my  fathcr?nay,I  will  rather  reafon  other  wife: 
f  faith  he^  bccaUfe  I  do  beleeve  thou  art  my  Father,  I  will  come 
unto  thee  that  thou  mightdt  enlighten  thi$,tlindc  minde  of 
mine,that  thou  mighteft  (often  thi$  hard  heart  of  mine,  that  theu 
niighteft  fandtifie  this  uncleane  fpiritof  mine;Ithisistgood 
rcaioning  indeed.and  is  worthy  of  one  that  protefles  the  Gofpell 
of  Je  siis  Chr  1ST.  Again,iasthe  inference  of  thisunbdee* 
ving  heart  is  grievous  toGods  ^irityfo  the  inference  of  a  prophane 
hcart,anunbeleeving  heart  makes  his  ^J!r/n?/ir^from  the  greatnes 
bf  ftmeagainft  Gods  mercie,  and  the  prophane  heart  maker 
his  ibtreforeftom  thegreatneflj  of  Gods  mercy, to  the  hardening 
of  his  heart  in  his  fins ;  what  (hall  God  make  his  thtrefore  from 
our  fin  ta  his  mercy,  and  fhallwemake  our  ri&fr^<^r^ from  his 
fnercy  back  again  to  o^rfins^  where  fin  abounds,  grace  abounds, 
but  where  grace  abounds^finne  muft  not  abound,  oe^aufe  God  is 
mercifiiUtouswhoare  very  finfiill;letnotusbe  veryfinnefuU 
againft  him  who  is  fo  mercihill.    God  takes  occafion  from  the 
greatncfle  ofour  fin$,to  (hew  the  grcatncffcof  his  mercy;let  not 
us^ak«  occafion  from  the  greatnefle  of  his  mercy,  to  be  embol- 
dened in  grrttnefle  of  our  finjies. 

Theref^re[}ehold.']  .     . 
^r^»/^j«Hereisawondertotake  up  the  thoughts  of  men  and 
Angels,to  all  cternitie,  even  that  that  we  have  in  this  inference, 
i^^p/^^notwitiiftanding  all  this,  yet  you  men  and  Angels  behold 
rfie  fuUnefle.the  riches  ofGods  grace,/  vfiUaUure A^r •  what  will 
notOod  c*ft  us  away  not  withftanding  the  greatnes  ofour  fins?k  t 
not  us  rejeftGods  ways,notwithftanding  the  gr^atnesof  anyfuf- 
ferings  we  meet  with  in  them ;  there  is  a  great  deale  of  reafon 
in  this  thatIfpeake;you  may  as  well  beare  withfufferingsin 
Gods  wayesand  yet  embrace  them,  asGod  doth  beare  withfins      m^^^ 
in  your  hearts,  and  yet  embrace  yottj  but  it  followes>  theref§re 
1  wiBaffftrf;  the  Hebrew  word  tranftated  aSftre  fignifies  to  entice^ 
and  is  ufed  many  times  in  the  ill  part,  blandiendo  decipere^  t^  de^     t^^o^ 
ceivelff  fMbtUetnticing :  the  70  in  their  tranflation,  thus, there* 
fore  alio  I  will if<rit/rthem,and  the  old  LatineAi^^^^,  atido- 
thtrsftdMcamyX}itt^QXt  aUb  I  vf'iW feiiice  them,fo  fometimes  the 
Qjgq  3  word 
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WQci  IS  t  God  makes  nfe  oi  tbii  w^4 1^  cxpcf  fle  a  ycfry  p^cir 
eus  t feftion  to  theii}>  the  fweet  and  gracious  ways  that  God  in* 
tendeth  to  dealc  with  them  in. 

What  God  meanes  by  Mbtring  of  his  people^  when  once 
he  is  reconciled  unto  them  ;  may  be  expre^  in  thcfis  three 
things. 

.Firft,  I  will  spen  the  beauty^  aod  excellency  of  the  infiniie^ 
nefleofmy^i^eandgoodne(&>  and  I  will  (et  it  before  them  to 
aUure  them.  I  will  fpread  bd^ore  their  (oulrs  the  bcantyi  the 
flory  of  the  riches  of  my  grace. 

Secondly,  I  willout-Sidde  all  lenptttionsof  theii  lovers, 
whereas  before  they  went  a  whoring  (mm  me,  becauGs  thiif 
hcirts  werealiured  by  their  loTcrs,  their  lovers  proftriog  imt^ 
tbemfachandfuchcsAtentments,  sadfbdidfabeil^ draw  their 
heactsfromme,  I  will  now  deale  with  them  in  a  more  power* 
full  way  then  their  lovers  paifiUy  CoaldjWd  I  wil  odkAnd  thess 
all.  Did  their  bvers  profl&r  to  them  comfort?  I  will  hid  more 
then  they ;  did  their  loversproflfer  gaine.^  I  wiUUdmorogajne^ 
did  they  proffer  move  honour  and  reused?  I  wiU  out--bid  thiaiii  ib 
this  too :  I  will  bid  awre  honour^and  more  reQ>eft,  fo  as  I  wiU 
perf wade  their  homts  chat  they  fl^all  come  to  enjoy  o^ire  in  me 
then  poflibly  they  could  come  toenjoyin  whatfbevec  their lov^ 
could  do  for  them.And  indeed  then  hath  the  Gofpd  the  tme^ful, 
gracious  work  upon  the  heart  «f«  i^sq  orwonian^when  i(  yo^ds 
to  the  ftoekxs  oi  the  Goipel,  as  finding  thit  all  that  ths  worti 
can  bid  is  now  out-»bidden;I  have  a  better  bargain  hcrsio  Cdrift 
then  the  world  proffers  to  me.  You  koow  wh^aonecoippst^ 
offer  fo  much  for  a  commodity  9  and  another  oiit-hids  ^m»  he 
carrmsitaway  :ib  when  the  wsrld> and luft,  snd&ioppGs^Seif 
to  the  foul  (iich  and  fuch  oontcots,  then  comes  God,  aad 
outbids  all,  and  ib  the  bai^aineismtdeup,  Gedc^ixie^aiy^y 
the  heart. 

Againe,  farther,  1  mM  4ilmre,  that  is,  I  will cojm  1900  thcqi 
even  unawares ,  and  as  it  were  fteale  sway  their  hearts;,  by  a 
faolygpile;  asS.Ptfiir/tellsus,  that  he  cdMght  thtCTiBiJmm 
Mt  ituHre  by  ^mtt^  I  wiU/eaetly  infinuate  my  felf eunt^tbem^ 
and  I  will  draw  dmrheatts  in  filch  afweet  W^y^  in  fiicba  ic* 
cret  hidden  wagr«  that  I  will  take  tbein  bdBoceth^Ste  awaix. 

So 
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So  it  it  with  many  a  ibule ;  God  takes  it  before  it  is  aware, 

thoi^b  it  is  trut,   that  afterward  tk  ^oule  cclkies- to  un- 

dcrftand  dungs  more  deerly  about  Geds  grace,  bnt  at  the  firft> 

God  hath  taken  the  heart  even  almoft  before  it  thinks  of  him. 

Indeed  the  (inner  fees  him£rlfc>  he  is  not  where  he  wsd  before^ 

faely  there  hath  been  here  fbmethiog  working  upon  my  heart; 

1 6nde  it  iaotherw^e  with  me  now  theii  it  hath  been,  but  how 

this  comes  to  pafle,  I  fcarce  underi^and  for  the  pref<^n^ 

but  (hall  undetftand  more;  like  that  cx{yre(Iion  we  have  in  the 

6.  of  CasuUUs^  ver^i  2.  Or  rutr  I  was  awMt^  mj  fiuU  mdde  me 

m  thi  thMtiots  ffAmmi$$MJH :  That  is,  the  chariots  of  a  willing 

peoplf)fo  the  word  jimminMSk  figni^ies.  My  heart  was  caught, 

ind  run  amaine  to  Cod^  and  this  was  before  ever  I  was  aware, 

tkere  came  fochwayes  of  Gods  grace  into  my  heart  more  then 

Ithouglitof,  and  caught  my  foole,  that  my'foule  ran  mighty 

ftedyJEwiitlyafterdtt  Lord,  and  this  is  a  hle(fed  deceit,  when 

t^hi^isib deceived,  foalkired,fp enticed;  As(bmetimes  it 

l9  With  aiT  Adulterer,he  doth  but  give  a  glance  of  his  adulterous 

sye, and catcfaeth the Aduitereflfe before iheisa ware;  it  maybe 

Ike  odver  thought  of  any  fach  thing;  but  there  is  a  glance  of  an 

undestie  aye  that  catcheth  the  heart  fecretly «  Thus  with  Chrifti 

he  fometimes  gives  fuch  a  glance  ot  his  eye  upon  the  heart  of  a 

finiwr^  as  takes  the  (inner  before  he  is  aware  ;  the  (inner  is 

btoaght  in  love  with  the  wtye«ofGoijl,  and  with  the  truths  of 

God,  even  before  he  thinks  of  it.  We  are  toknow  that  t^e  grace 

ofOod^hfltha  fubtihy  in  it,  as  well  as  the  Serpent ;  The  Scri- 

pttt^  Frw.  1 .4,  attributes  t/uhUtj  to  Gods  grace ;  it  is  a  blef* 

ied  thing  to  be  thus  out-(iibtiUed,'(as  Imay  fo  fpeake)  for  the 

giaoe  of  God  to  be  too  fubtile  for  our  (ins ;  As  I  reniember  Z«r- 

rt#r«  whenhcwasdiargedforApoflatie,  he  acknowledges  it, 

(faith  he^  I  confeiTe  I  am  an  Apellate,  but  how  ?  an  Apoftate 

from  tberdeviU,falltng off  from  the  devill,  and  returning  i^to 

^d,  liidi  an  Apoftate  I  am ;  So  many  a  mans  heart  may  be  tte- 

€eiv8d^UilifheGan&y,BlefledbeGocir  I  am  deceived  indeed, 

hm  ixlBceivod  that  my  (in  is  beguiled ;  I  toLfedueed,  but  it  is 

Mtoi^ciie  wi;fw*f^ti>i<itolke  war^esof  €<iP  Many  are  ea(ily 

slhwd^  tcdu^lMS,  they  aire"pi^dfu^'f«<(^     th«  devils 

diMatWa^ittalM/a«Sti<i9^  agamftaftlhe 

allure- 
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allurements  ot  Gods  grac^i  but  h^  is  fubtile  enough  to  pat  off 
the  allurements  of  fin,  and  of  the  devil.         .' 

Therefore  bihold^  1  wlllsUurc  hcr^  Sftd  bring  btr  int§  the 
wildernejfe. 

Here  is  fome  difficultie  in  this ;  how  comes  this  in  ?  Tbere^ 
fare  1  m^aiffre  her^  dnd  bring  her  intathewildemtffe^  dndffftak 
comfirtablj  (^  her.  Howcanthis^  to  bring  into  the  wilder ne^e^ 
be  between  alluring,  tndfpeaking  comfortably  f  I  told  you,  that 
this  fecond  part  of  the  Chapter  was  altogether  mercie :  what 
can  be  meant  thenh/bcinging^into  the  wilderneffe  ?  Some  foe 
the  (hewing  that  yet  it  is  a  way  ofgracaitbat  God  intendeth  ia 
this  phrafe,  Imi  bring  them  into  the  ^ildernep^  tranflate  the 
words,  After  1  have  brought  them  into  thewilderntjfe,  Poftqmam^ 
ferduxero  earn ,  fo  Tremelifu ;  he  was  a  Jew»  and  thercfbse 
could  well  underftahd  the  Hebrew  tongue,  he  tells  us  that  Vau, 
that  is  tranQated  and^  is  as  ^uch  as  foji^am,  after  /  bdve  bromght 
them  into  the  wlderneffey  and  then  the  meaning  is  thus.  After  I 
have  humbled  them  throughly,  as  I  did  thek  fore-fiu&crs  in  the 
wildcrneffe,  thea  willlfpeakc  comfortably  unto  them;  God 
humbled  their  forefathers  in  ^ypt,  yet  that  was  not  enoiigh^he 
humbled  them  afterwards  in  the  wildemefle  ,  and  then  hg 
brought  them  into  Canaan ;  many  times  God  brings  one  afflidi* 
oil  after  another  uponhis  own  people  to  brodte  tiicir  hearts,  to 
humble  thfm  throughly,&  atlaft  he  fpeald  comfortably  to  them*^ 
It  hath  been  To  with  us,  t&eLord  not  many  yeersfincebroufht 
us  into  boiuiage,it  might  have  humbled  us  and  broke  our  4^ltots 
before  him;but  when  we  b^an  to  be  delivered,?;  littleout  of  our 
bondage,  the  Lord  brii^  us  into  the  wildemeflfe,and  foUowcs 
us  with  afflidions  to  this  day,  that  he  mi^ht  throughly  breake 
us,  and  yet  we  hope  ail  this  while  9  itisoutmakingv^ayanto 
Canaan. 

But  in  the  fecond  placctake  it  as  you  have  it  htttJy^iUalletre 
ber^  and  bring  her  into  the  wilderneffe.  Then  we  may  take  the 
fcope  of  it  to  be  not  the  affliding  part  of  the  wUdernefl^  but  on* 
ly  the  manifeilit^^this  onto  Ik^ael,  that  hepwoold  (hew  unto 
them  the  great  affiWonderhiU  workes  of  his  jpower,  and  wif- 
dom»  and  goodncfle,  as  he  did  unto  their  loccfiitheri  in  the 
wildemefle.  What  ever  your  condttioni  flitU  beinto  which 
-  ^^ 
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you  Ihall  be  brought^  yet  you  (hall  hive  me  working  in  a  glo- 
rious wty  for  your  good  tnd  comfort^  ^tscYcr  I  did  foe  your 
forcrfttherf,  when  they,  were  in  the  wildcnuile;andthiscx- 
f^qfition  is  rather  ftrengtficned  from  that  wchave^^y  Thargmm 
Un4ih€^  I  Wiliworke  miracles^  and  ntat^  wondcrfiillv>  far 
mous  things  for  theo^yfuchas  I  did  workinthe  defertihathi^od 
^nrought  dorioofly  for  his  people  hitherto  in  the  way  es  of  his 
mercy  2  itreconciled  tohim^  they  may  cxp^d  the  fame  won- 
xlcrf^l  wcM:ks  of  God.for  their  good  even  tothe  end  of  the  world. 
We  msy  read  the  Ao^ies  of  Ciod&  wondpfull  powc  i  ii).dc;liv  cr^ 
anccset  his  people  in  t^eir  ilraits  in  the  wUderocdc »  and  make 
,  tfacm  to  be  our  own*  and  pleade  with  God,  that  he  Would  (hew 
forth  thatold,that  ancient  pow^r^and  wifdom,  andgocdi  e^  of 
his,  as.  he  did  unto  his  people  fpr  qfierlVj  this  is  the  £;iound  ot  that 
HOtcellciit  prayef,  that  we  have 7/4411^51  .^^i p.  Awak/t^  awikfi^ 
futpfffinngtb  O  drwH  4fthe  L§rd^  ,^tkl  si  in  tkc  Mcicnt  dfjts^ 
in  thif€0€ra$i§ns  rf$ld;  Art  th^m  n0t  if  that  h  ifi^mt  Rdhai^Miid 
fMimaedffbe  Drsgrn  ?  Art  th§MM$t  it  th^t.  h^shdrititU  fia^,  th$ 
wdttrs  •f  the  grfAt  fid  f  awake  >  awake  >/^ou  art  he  who 
haft  dan<;  *iuch  ^eat  things  formerly ;  it  is  a  preat  help  to  our 
futh  to  coofider  whst  QoA  hiih.done  fpr  the  tlhiircli  of 
old. 

Bu(:fiirther»P4r^i^i6iith  t^i^exprefliofi  isitakpi  (rotn  the  con- 
dition pit  poor  man  thiit  isdrawn  afi  de  out  of  his  way  by  a  thief, 
A  thteC€omi9:aad  eptici  9  hi  (^  <H)^  pf  his  wi^yi  &  carries  aim  into 
.(bne  de(c[latepUce>A^wh<^)  hf  lath<^(ie4J^fflftMthcr,then  tfic 
man  begintto  betbuik  himftlij  W^^  hp  iS|ap4  fecst  htmTclJKin  a 
fad  conditioQ^and  knows  not  what  in  the  world  to  do^.and  yet 
at  that  time  thet'e  comes  in  fdpplyjComf  drc^and  help  for  him;  fo 
^(.aithGocJ)!  w)l  Wm%  ywiptP  tj\e  wi>d«irot(£',th4t  i§,|.  jvilput 
.ybrt into  tkAme  pQ^dit^^dtif  fjvJ^.?  poor  man  is^AUtJinte,  1 
will  allure  you,as  the  thiefe  allure;.  ;i  i)i^j,4maket>^ofrcr  to  you, 
ofabiif)dsnceolgoodi^ndby;hat  I  ^}^^i44^aW7otiinto  fuch  and 
faA  waiy  8^  wherein  you  ftuMimcct  with  yeiy  great  ftrait$^  for  a 
-  whjkj ;  aiid  ym  ^9^\  be.  put  into  ao  fsvifc^t  cor^ition^  ^^  ^ot 
-kflpwiogwhsimtMAVori<l'tqdp|M^  jij^hcA tha^^^^c^  tl^en 
^vi!l  J  cofM  \^itL^e  f^jiUf^e  of  obj^  grace,^and  f^eakf  C^P^^-* 
ttblcjto  ygHc  bcattSvThas,  thoughGod  ^eakesoi  bringmg  iqtp; 
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there  ;«ncl  is  tot  (hi»  j'uftM  kv^  l^ttrt  tor  idl  th«  ^(pmld  twur 
ct)Adition?fcftTe  not  the  wfcyesof  God  tow«&  Si1||^^d  fiifr 
OieK  tM>  dr  thret  yieHi  ^eeti  Ahtm^  wayes  »  <^  iMh  tte^ 

mpeof^t  ttnitheMiniAttsof  G«d  Mfef^HsMlKUln^ 
y/tbrdi  t6  hik  pmai^t ,  thtt  (iMiy  tke  UrI  ftttttidk  unit  |^Md>- 
Ti.iSe'tdw,  kndbecabTeGodswayvtbittfeeniMfcwWwdiM, 
asth^1tiWE«fchi  w«  h«ve«iidavoUrt?d(OBd9i«l»1»»)i»fol^ 
l6whiih%rtWftwaycsorhtSr  «ddditart,  thftf  ftr  tfieyiKfifA 
thof&  prefert  #aye9  of  Ms  dUti  f»  e  )«td  |^tt  nw  #«  «v«li 
bt«^gtttirttDlfti^#ildithcfft  MW)  ev«AiHt«iklAde«f  tM^iMt 
c6ndhton,thifcfbrthe)^rdb)t  vv«evenai«i»«ftiijHI,  iad«««ftfe 
^<^ons  t0  be  toeind  kbedt  Ms,tfid  ^  vd:)r  b«At  t*  be  r«*dy  «k 
contesiad^eit^t^  tod^'riiiii^keesk  kMfttvrtem&ifm 
ilK'Ctfaif6rt  cf  aitt  helffl,  4»iM,  if  Wt  b^  dettivfed, «lMb 
haft>tl^eivdi  \A ,  fbt  iUtti)  vltoki  k(M%ift  fKMt  whMtfbevcr 
Wte  Inf e  done',  'it  m'i  m  "doty  to  libe,  «nd  althiMgliivt 
bb  broi^ht  ihto  gtUtt  fthikt  for  thb  (rttfintvyiit  wc  yc|^ 
itdt^i(rIiit#eMi¥e<dMr»Aitfrbfv»tit5/(r»laie4(kl,  IbrdMi 
fakft  alldrc^d  tet!ri(«  thfi(ii6ftd$tlo*,«liy  ^ioMWl9«5  if  mttcy 
towards  us  in  the  b^iinii^  of  the  Ptrlitment,  lod  ie  on  Ablfc  * 
alhitedus,  and  fatA  brought  «»int6'wlMkwe4£kt«^«Me.   VTe; 
will  ftot  theitibre  fi^,  Whtt&itowbtoMneof  taMclioffes? 
butweexpe^GddtflrthMtUs^rflddfiiti^i  to^ndieMMiAp- 
tablyontens,  letndt  cienii^bitpdtfdsMwIutWlAiv^dMe. 
w*e^oidddo^tWe)iaved«ne»  ititw«c«tod»«glfti»  fOcQod, 
)ttthbrdi$ht\ilinr6the(^Wli7S,aiidif4i»M<l  i«MrM(«i«mhnhr; 
iriUertufi,  fheniAEt  Vroiid!B(hdlbe«iid»tgoediitiJt»ai,  *»Mif' 
^Mk^lnl^»rrM!f  AWr « ITwie  beliMof  i(%»r  tlMh«hic  ivtt(tet-- 
htf^heKath  Jdhired  «is  i^of  tt^fm  iMf  tit^iallyiltttift 
willfpeak  comfetfiUy  to  ns. 

Here  is  tltt tertoieebctVkeAeiftaibrfaigj&^tlMttMftt  In- 
to trouble:  n  being  bhoikglft  by  «lffcDtivllt«i' VK>rldB«ll«K>- 
iAeots,«nd  by  Godt.  Inlie^Mit^etaiinottsqMifttMarty^CNtt 
intbe  etbb  we  may  eobi^tlitiy. '  t^i^flftt  >'f lltfe  ift  ^  ''«M- 
thix  intcfpr^tattoh  that  I  think  ts  "AMUiMmIm,  flMl^Ml{  t^r 
thegroandof^iJMlAudL%ifttllll^  il«laMilMN«lr  <)Mt 
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ko0k  tlw  beglMldflg  of tififpift  ^Ihi  Cfa«pt«f  f6  «he  erkl,  Gbd 
l»ei|n«flbit  hiAftlf Hiii66is  people  io  >  oen^ugidl  w:^;^lT^is, 

receive  .lAem  t&k»  int»  «  ean/ugairtflfefffion ,  tffd  commas 
«i(»t  nUakMig  God  e9({>reffislhiiMHtetiteyft'ddi the  fourteenth 
t^ri^Mtheend.  Now  tltB!r^u>ffI«id  fort  {(round;  IntMiei- 
pMffleft«f G«iii  brii)gito|  intotle  \^Bdctnefle,  tire  Vrophtrt  d- 
iMktf  Mint*  tb«  cOftom«  cif  the  Jtfwit,  Aaf  tBey  Ib^ini  thieir  aiar^ 
tuig(%  Their  cuftenrie  thtt  I  reade  o^  war,  tiktt  tEe  Bride* 
grooaieuM'toa(k«MsBride»  andc«tr)rfietoUt6ftiieCity,ifif- 
fothefidds,  and' the^e'tkef  hid  their  miptiaH  fonjgir,  and  de^ 
tighiedtbemfthretHvrome']4acethetV,t{netntlVatmher,and'«f- 
ferwatds  hebyoaght  herbaekagtine,  iLaiiitigDpon  him,  mto^'e 
City,  to  Af»P*her»  houfe,  «nd"  tfcere  thcyfeiC'^ccdtc^ther, 
an<t  iblemnfeed  the  fiatiteV  Ati6Adsr:  iiiBtir  theft  fi^i  fri/ 
called  fhe  HfUArtrp ,  eitfieir  beci^;  ^  might  6)»  A>tti«l 
champion  drie  fields  that  wer^  atx^  the  '^i^  j  oVdtWWiTe,  kt 
them  be  v^httthejr  wiU  be,  )ret becttfe he  #oahl  aUtnfeuhtbtfae 
tmtk  of  God  in  bringing  oThis  fjeopfe  oQb  of  Egjrpt,  itt- 
toG«iaMi>  and  irouli  put  riiem- ihniindtfofthat  ^ercVbf 
bit,  chereforehe^es  rhe&  fidd!^tfa^tiilb»  tiilsfth^fif  tfiijf 
naoitf,  aadthiacuAemeoftlle  Jevirffecfais  to- have  wrtiRiftif 
ftom-Scriatnr^icfelfe,  Cantkiet  8.5.  0t»^iftMftliMt'emtmnh' 
'ftf^fkHtuke^iifiiJhrmfpf,  kai^f0p9nht\^btti^otdf'th'»  yf^  the' 
'wiqFe9flMrrikgejthe}'dime,ocldMef^lds,li^i^aj^ii'i?ficlf 
b4«vH  attd'foitt^  bitMgidediitbtaelMd^ibdtttbk  Ftttfehr 
h0iKe^,S»^BHftbt!MgsHijf  SboiTe  thV«t^'tK)^v^^d;  \^Mdi' 
'i9aaitbe^iHld<RtM^>,at)dC}ninri$  kdr«r<Aemhi^fiireft>ba^; 
attdhacMiteatotiallibngsinthiSMrotld;  and<theChuitnlcttiei' 
upttn  Chtift;  all  tlft*vHii)rme  i<in  tlilt WoHBi  Bolt^hdftii  btf^ 
tyii«lttf^l#lrarheViiM)bV'aH4'«l«loMf^^#!'(h^  (^e^ittf, 
UttidMrt,  fol^tfiditiAgii^m«ti<{^aftigCiusn 
l^fmams'vttlf  t  this  exprelfiiM then  goc»«nd<fttdVthti^^  Irtif 

fp«itNSiWiW'an(kdBlfort;ibt<f Vltotdstp'  his'^BHdi^;  tad-e:(i:ric$ 

:o«MAes>badi%|^,  h«viitgfi]s^dojdMAdihi^dt^fiii^^ 
-■--=- h«rt#  &l»aA«  h««h  to  I^iJdWwitti  y^ 
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iplneifc  qf  my.ffVft '  I  V^U  P^^or^e  tU  the  nuptjill  ritci  witV 
you,  1  .win  bt  married  againe  unto  you^anH  looke  what  the  oaoft 
fplcinnitiein  your  City  of  Jcrulalem,  or  any  of  your  Cities, 
there  is  in  any  nuptials  ;  I  will  ma^e  as  great  a  folemnity  in  tha 
jDuptials  ^  w^^eoeyou  and  m&r  it  is  true>, ,  when^a  marriage  is 
fucf^  as  people  ^re  loath  to  hare  irknowne,  theq  there  is  oo  loch 
folemnity ,  but  when  it  is  a  great  marriage  indeed ,  and  iiich  as 
marry  together  with  their  friends  would  gloty  init>'then  there 
is  the  more  full  folemnity  j  fo  faith  God  ^  I  will  not  be  a(baaic4 
to  takeypu  againe,  but  I  wiU  take  youopenly ;  I  willhave  the 
foleoimtieof my^arciageivith  youas  publique  as  maybe,,! 
wQl  carry  you  abroad  into  the  fields ;  and  looke  what  rights  fi>- 
ever  tjbere  arc  in  the  mof(  (blcxmie  marriage  amor^eft  vou,tho(e 
rights  I  will  performe  unto  you,  that  it  may  .beamoit.glorious 
marriagefoleoinitie  betwe^  you  and  t%t  againe  :  thus  1  wii 

Thefe  words  that  are  tranflated  here,  J^r^V  comf^rtuhlj^  in 

the  Hebrew  are,  hqmmr/Hfcr  vmr^  or  ^cmr  ijHs ,  ImU  g^eakfio 

AfrJ^ir^r^i,  I  wi^ipcake  toiler,  either  fo  as  toprevaileMdth  her 

.l^firt^prrpeaketph  at  the  very  bfcart;: 

MiM^y  Scriptiiresmay  be  brought  to  (he  w^  that^eaking  kindly, 

friendly^^oreoi^forcablyj^  the  JK^brews  pxpreile  hy  Jpfakini$0 

theiseart j I  wilLgiye youtwo or  three inftances ^  Gentfis 34. 3, 

! ihffjfemfi^ki^ ka^Mitvthf  Damtfei^  ^  th^  words  are inthcbie^ 

llve>yt./'$%%iP^4^  SoJlmtk  a^i  j^ 

Thul^^ifM^  thAtth0uhsifi^k^jrifn4ij  t^thj 

are  two  morer/^mankeabre  places  ^^^  Iffti.j^p.z.  SffAl^ 

fiUm;  Wliat  (toy^d  &9  V^^kf  to  t  Jichpart  i^Jcva^n^.^rf^ff^^ 
herjb^rw^ff^ff^c^mih^^^^  imffii:%iUf^Mj»d;  Thde  art 
the  comfbrtaole  wbfds  that  Ood  required  Jfhould  be  (pcfit  to  the 
heart  of  Jenifalem :  O  that  God  would  il}>^ake  thus^tf^  Bngltod  1 
this  would doegood at  the  vfrf  heart,  if  Cpd  vi^i}\d  Ipqake,] 
thus  frodi  heavep,  Haruu^fin^i^ir^lfncd^u^  [ 

f^mfUjteJL  ]^ut  yet  a.pbj5^£wt]^s  more  fuUaUe  4intp,ijya  ej- 
preffi6niiuhet^^tis  i|^«  iji,3t  there  you  We  the  ften 
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ryofa^Lcvitc,  whofc  wife  having  plaid  the  harlot,  yet  he  was 
willingtobereconcilcdtoher,  and  the  text  faith  ^  ;/>-f^  he  went 
and ff  ski  friendly  to  her  j  Now  the  words  are  in  the  Hebrew;H> 
went  andffakete  her  heart  I  And  indeed  it  is  a  word  to  the  heart 
of  an  adulterous  fpoufe,  if  her  heart  be  humbled  ,  whenflice 
knows  that  her  husband  wiU'be  willing,  notwithftanding  her 
playing  the  harlottobereceneiledto  her,  this  was  the  condition 
bflfrael,  who  had  gone  a  whoring  from  God,  yet  when  God 
'ptomifes arcnewaUof the  marriage rites^he faith hewillfpeake 
to  her  heart ;  from  whcnbe  we  might  tobfcrve  this  note 

ThatM  Apoftatifing  people  i  or  sinApoftaoe  foule;  had  need 
have  words  of  comfort  (poke  to  their  hearts ,  or  elfe  th^re  can 
be  little  cafe  to  their  terrified  confciencfs.  Wee  reade  of  S  fir  a 
that  famous  Apoft^te,  he  had  words  of  comlort  enough  fpoke 
;  to  Bis  care,  butthey  did  him  little  good,  (jod  didnotcomc  in, 
and  Ipeakc  to  liis  heart  3  therefore  his  conidience  cotilclflotbee 
quieted,  the  throbs  of  it  could  not  be  eafet :  Hew  many  lit  un- 
der tlie  troubles  of  an  accu(ingcx>n(cience,  and  have  the  throbs 
and  fcitings  of  a  guilty  fpirit ,  becaufe  they  have  beene  back-^ 
(liders  from  the  truth ,  and  tlbugh  they  come  to  Serm^s,  one 
after  Wpcfaer,  andliwethe  Covenant  of  grace  opencdtothem 
intl^cfuliiefreofit,  and  the  riches  of  Gods  goodneflefet  before 
tbcfSii  in  the  beauty  t>f  it,  yet  they  goeawa^  without  comfc^ 
why  the  words  come  to  the  earc,  (jod  all  this  time  fpeakes  Hot 
to  the  heart  •  &nietimcs  itpleafes.God  totake  butthe  hint  of 
atruth,  andd^irt  it  upondieiieatc  of  atroubledfinaer^  tbrthe 
feeleth  it  atthe  heart,  andfayes,  Well>  this  day  God  hathipoken 
tomyhcart,fohegoesawaynrj6ycing,  eafed,  comforted,  pa- 
cifiejl ;  when.as  perhaps  iiich  an  one  had  heard  a  hundred  Ser- 
monsl^fi»r^whminthctewe]«Ue(fedandglori  troths  pre-* 
fcfltodtphtm^and  itxfid  nagood,  i|]ilill.<Sadstini^.;  imd when 
the  time  of  <^s  lotveiscbm^^  fem  liiitM  hint  of  a  piece  oft. 
truth Gpddartethtothcheart,  and  that  do^h  the  thing.f  (W« 
flicws  hereby  that  it  isnotinthewooi  ofman  tooomfort  aa^ 
affliAedconfcienCAr^  ."  :  f*  ^  i  :•,:»:•  *  *^^ 
Hence  ah  expreffioni^H^ih^faaihiAMscdmttieni  npopGeheds, 
litis  far hardebto^comfnit  anafflt^d  caafdencOi  thcntoraire 
the  deadjyoa  thtfikciiri»  aotUingtoApoftatiiefixtfathie£ocd, 
-  Rrrj  ,     you 
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y QnMhialf  it  i$€i(k  tq  receive  coflrfiMt^  you  >vill  finde  it  U  nor  f« 

e^e^you  wiU  fia4  it  M  ea&e  l#  utile  die  dead  tt tocomfon yoor 

affltA^contctenees.  Botyoutoldasbefore^^ricbthrgiratt 

of  God  WW  tha(  God  took  «dvtatage»  framthftgrntfiefir  ^oor 

fiii%  tQ  (hew  thcridies  <e  grtMnesof  kis  inercy»§rim  itvkf  the 

griceofCodbe  never  (b  rid^  bat  tiUthia  grace  he  ^)fdfrdta 

the  hetrt^tiU  God  t«  pleeftd  to  ffsake  Uatkttco  iIh  Innr  o^ 

a  finnefyit  wiU  not  do.  I  reoiembcva  Oaey^of  one  wkohad  oHKk 

ifofefliooot  Kelkioii]^  and  tftccwards  Apoftattfed  aadmade 

ittleo^ir^  when,  ma  acqiiaintance  told  htm,  thit  thofe  diinea 

lenowdidhewQiddfmartfotoned^y  te  thnght  beeaufe  be 

had  foneknowiedgetn  the  Go^^  that  h  yn^Smf^k^ktwrn 

hfm  Cknfi^  Jtfm  (Arifiimm  Hprnimfimtrf,  e^»  whenJie 

cifliciiponbi&fidiibed,.  beieaaingreartoraaAntefoaRftMBWy 

andgmvouavcatMn^  todoryiedoiiebifaerl^^of  his  Apaft9«y» 

therecaifeioaiecf kiantquaintBDeetohin^and^he  wordMis 

coflrfcuttandtellahim  diae  Chnfkcm^u^fiine^fmlmts^kfmt^ 

tpn^hk<M4.mir€:i^  ^t.  atkofthheh^kiatocbfelvitfaabis, 

aAdtoap^ly  thia«o  hiaifelfc,aadto  kave  a  litdeeafeyttjMNi^fbieh 

hia  cq«|tobnft  begaa  tai)e  hasdeiied  io  thas  waycs,  becaufe 

thqrfiisir  afoeir  id  lUalifok  MneibeafyjaiaiataBf  toJiamoDOH 

fos^butootlgns^bchirehedied^hebrakeofiitimm     inaflioft 

soiiaiHMcaQgttlh^^  \  f  faith  be)  iifr#«r  fr4fm^d:iiifUufimiiJk$t^ 

yiAnH^ftkhfjitmUmmfikks^ ;  we  ftalifbd;afaM|jkclle  grace  ^/If 

God  bericfn  andthe^vci  braibireraignBiaMrt.  unlrflik  God^ba 

pleafedto  makdicftioki  bf  fpQakii9taQttDheait%.ji»rfkiogan: 

be  dona 

-  From  hence  ibrthefswc  maf  letflvtfais  oflte; 

As  when  Gdlfpeaks  confottaU|^tofhttpeo|riCf,  kef^mbis 
tQtbeit hearts : .  Ik^  Goda^  Minifteav^nrinnKejr  comcmlpMkdn 
Gods  naaefhonid  iaboni  to  ipijJik^fMMia46:  wfcittllcyoaif  flo 
{peak&to;bearta4i  Itia.ttiiein(kQd»itds\]iipofliblb'that'aiiy 
ihaoofeluadclfcaDfpeaketotheheaitof anodM}  bmy^tiie  may 
eiidcaymir^.and4diiiethatwajz»  thenuaakindeof  Ipeabihgtiaiti 
God  doth  affift ,  (b  as  to  bring  it  to  the  heart  c£laaf«o|Ae4 . 

Wfaarf|wak]ng^wthae»V«»^^"BiUif^^ 

Thatthai  coaiaietfafroin tfcr hesrts  wilLaMftlikdfgottathe 
heact^hwighlhDow  G^dcan  tahthatwhichooaBw  bmAam. 
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ttelip^e»,  and  cany  H  to  the  heart  when  he  pleaft»,yMot«H-  LeA.is. 
nttaylhattbatcwKKsfiromthehcirt,  goestoAe  heart,  there- 
fiftc  Mlnifttrs  wheh  they  toantto  ^eake  the^rett  things  of  tb« 
Gifedithe*  (hould  not  ftekfo  moohfbt  brave  wof <b,  and  enti- 
t4t«?w*ycsofmin$wifiMD«i  but  lwib«»^tthiek  own  hems 
tirtemed wkhth« grace  irftheOdpeJ,  tndthea  tb^ittttoft 
Hkttoii>e*krtotheheamc«thw«iditw».  Itisagjod  tiotethat 

\  bitVt  met  with  ftOmJS Jl»>^    IteMMnnt  <rf;^tf  ii  tun  t^tttit  cuUMr^i  vtrbtrum 

let  Mifttftet*  retnSt  ((akh  be)   vnUfhais  &ta»mfi^oitpakrettkthiHimj&  vn*  hu- 

WOTOS  ,    or    ortyc    *«««<  lonm.'fuatfmitBcutitsfmMivttcMialumtiK^ 
«aiMfer,tt)dct4*nciek6rt1ftif  ^n/.Vibe/a.  . 

feitentes,  but  let  the*  behd  thrft  fttidiw,  to  ttitflifcft, 
ftttdfAl^f  and  iooitiificatfdn,   and  to  fhew  teve  tb  the 
!btifc»  <yF  peo^e  $  (sthc^ife  iho0^  ilm  ^eak*  with  the 
Wtp^t/fmm  lad  ^inftttjthef  tMilL^ctm'fmt  tikfthefMnitni ' 
I  'him.  Ml  th«  rinc^in^  rymHg^'OAi'is'iti  ^xpreffioneven ota. 
>£^esitWtttt1ien»^eatfl!ikint,tbat  Gods  Miniftetsffaotdd 
li»ty)dartb^Qieat1cef<>>  «stfaat  ttteymtyipacfketbtheheartsofi 
««tt^t5fuhiAiAbedbfirt<p^b.fifochl(tndeof  ^eachin^,  ti  you 
n^  )Ji)b[3«$ti>:y6ur  hetltils^iidt  that  thn  cbtfres  meerdy  to  your 
«kf(s:hot^  itairtf  tem  hyye  tb  have  tV  Word  jingle  in  their. 
tuts,  ttid  in  dfe  flieMe  tftfiethcir  hearts  go  away,  and  not  one' 
word^ketttthemf  bat^en^  fiticheaininiftry  tpeake  to; 
ybor  heett,'de6  wMi  it,  UefleOod  for  it,  andccunt  it  a  fad  day 
whenyoogpfioiBafennoD,  and  there  is  not  one  wttdfproketO'  . 
vofflr  heeSttin  that  featitti. 

ftbm the ioaw&iantif  diefe twto,  UMliri^'ithtmhnothe 
viHtmfp,  )md  j9*mIl»  ft^t9thurhedrtit  ifvft  Ihoaldtake  th 
jfUJirtifffifiatbnn^iatomR&ioti  (becaOTetherA  tfe^  many 
lHtetpreteift*ihtttrtvery^fymen,-andleatnedin«),go  that 
Wy)  I  daretidt  whdly r^^k,  but  that  thett  ttiay  ttefotne  in- 
ttBticwiaMirwa|.^  ._^ 

Vksdoe tbelitftiHWe !$',  '  •       "'  .,         _^.         \ot/frt'% 

j\fffifcwftiliaVtwwf<ttGwd^i«*pMothe%twr^  '    - 

Alft  ttt/wtny  <Aft««ic«*«t'thehtiWfts<rf  ttictf  w**e  thej'we 
In pwftJttity,  l5A^hen«ffli»«»tt4<!flne,  God  -by  thwntjpens 
thdeo^ttftions,andibgetts^»Wttdtothcit  faeam^tiffiiAi- 
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ans  cannot  jconvert  the  hctrt,  but  they  cantakeawtyfiMncob- 
ftruftipnVhit  did  hinder  the  word  from  comming  to  the  heart. 
Many  of  you  have  heard  thodands  of  ftrmons,  andicarce  know 
of  any  one  t  hat  hachjcotxne  to  your  hearts,  but  wheoGodcaftt 
youiipony#urrtckebcdfj  and  you  apprehend  death,  then  you 
fecle  thq  {acne  truths^  rhat  you  were  not  (enfible  of  before,  they 
lie  upon  yjpur  hearts^thethreatning  wordof  God>that  went  but 
to  the  eare  before^now  it  is  got  to  the  heart^no  w  it  terri  (ies^now 
youciy  out ofyout fins ; and  rellifh  the  fwcetpcomilpsof  the 
Gofpel  that  afflifttons  make  way  for.  J  remcmbet  ap  expre^ 
fion  tkatlhtre  read  ofBenuird,  he  had  once  toabrotkcr  vf 
his,  who  was  a  Souldier,  but  riotous  and  ptophaiie.  i7^- 
9^^^  giycs  hixn  many  good  inftrudioKS,  wholefome  admoni* 
tionsi,.  and  counfells,  and  his  br9tiier  feemed  to  flight them^ 
he  Qiade  nothing  of  th^,  B^iard  comc$  to  him,  and  puts  his 
hand  to  his  fide;  on^  day  (Ulthbe)  G^dwiM  makgwaju  thn 
h^art^fjonrs,  by  fame^cMrSt  wUmn€t^  he  meant.  God  V^uld 
woundhiminthe  warres^andfehe  wouldopen.a  way  to  hifr 
heart,ani  then  bis  gdmonitions  fliouldget  to  his  lican,and  as  he 
faid,  fo  it  fell  out,  fbr  going  into tfiewarres,  he  was  woucided, 
&  tfieu  he  remembers  his  brothers  mdmenitions^they  got  to  and 
lay  upon  his  hoirt  to  purpofe.  If  God  ihould  let  the  enemy  in 
upon  us,  their  fwordsor  bullets  maymake  way  to  our  hearts, 
that  foQods  word  may  come  to  have  entrance  there,  the  Lord 
,  rather  Deirce  our  heartsby  his  (pirit,  then  that  way  tooiir  hearts 
^  fliouldoemadclthus*    ;  .        '  ,      '         • 

Secondly,  yirhen  we  are  brought  to  great  afHidtions ,  that  is 
the  time  for  Gods  mercies.  This  (hould  make  us  not  to  be 
fo  a&aid  of  affiidions ,  how  afraid  are  we  ?  how  doe  we 
haiig  back  when  we  jTeo  affli<^ons  iommii^?  yii^Nf  art  thou 
fo  loth^  O  thou  Chriilian,  to  come  to  afHidion  ?  the  time 
of  afHidtion  I  is  the  time  for  God  tp  fpeake  fo  the  heart  of  a 
finner^  many  finners  may  iay  that  their  con4ition  hath  beep 
like  l^^bs ;  he  never  had  a  more  fweet  vifioq  of  God,tjieo  when 
he  lay  abroadinthe  flel^  with'noother  piUow  uuder  his  head, 
then  a  done,  it  may  be  God  will  take  away  all.  y^ui  outward 
comfort5,and  when  they^are  all  gone,  then  may  be  Gods  time  to 
(peake  comfortably  to  your  heart. 

Thirdly, 
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Tkkdlif^  thcwofdsof  inerc)r(  O  how  fweettttflieyt  whm 
thef  cometo  theh^srt  after  an  iiffliAiont  ffslA^t*^.  Thy  Imd^ 
gegJtsM  hi  0werPhr0iim  im^ftrcng  ftacis^  $h€j  /hag  btmre  mj 

If  the  words  be  takeii,for  hriniing  inu  the  wiUtrmfft^  that  is, 
for  GodawondcrfuUworkiogsm  Che  good  of  his  people,  then 
thenoteiSf 

V^n  God  workes  great  tnd'Wooderhill  things  amdngft  a 
peD0le9thai  God  fpeakcsto  the  heart  ohhat  people:  then  hiteljr 
God  hath  fpofcen  to  our  hearts*  for  he  hath  done  ^at  and  won« 
derfiiU  thii^  amongft  ut ;  he  did  not  more  wonderhdl  things  a- 
niongft  his  p(M»pkin  the  wiMemefTe^then  he  hath  done  amongtl 
us  here  in  &i|(lartd«  But  from  that  meaning ,  of  hrif^ing  inti 
Ht0  wiidirmfi^u  the  aiftotaicof  marriage^cf  tolemnizii^  oinnp- 
tiallStthen  the  aoCe  is  this» 

When  God  is  reconciled  bncetoapeople,  they  mayexpeft 
fiiU  manlieAations  of  his  Ipve  onto  themi  one  manifeftation  at* 
taranotlisrias  allurin&and  carfying  abroad  into  fields,  and  nup^ 
cfaiUldft|S»  aUkindafmanifefUtiotis  of  Gods  lore;  A  peoples 
bultlacwasne^srfo  fionefiill before,  and  is  now  reconctldl 
may  citpeft  it.  Let  all  back-fliders  then,  whom  God  is  about  to 
dfaw  again  to  himietfejifltn  and  heare  what  God  faith  unto 
thdthe^S;ifthevcomein  and  repent,let  them  know  that  God 
iswiUingtominifeftaUexpreflidnsdf  lofcapd  goodnefieto 
them. 

Agaiiif^  there  is  ytt  one  note  more  from  this  expreflion  of 
hrin^gim^thewUdprmp^Mdffeakif^g  u  thebem^;yetbeaiu£t 
itl8thaiiK»fl;improbable,  I  willonely  but  mention  it  to  you, 
there  may  be ytt  ib»e  gdodufe  made  of  it,  and  therefore  I  will 
fet  it  beftteyoo ;  l^finck  divers  going  that  way ,  it  is  this  (fay 
they  )  by  hrhging  int9  tht  mkkrmffe ,  God  mealies  that  hee 
would  take  chem  off*  frdm  their  ei^gements  in  their  owne 
Otatitrey,  carrying  them  away  info  a  ftrwige  place,  and  fotake 
them  off  fiom  their  houfes,  lands,  (hops,  eftates,  friends,  ac* 
qoaimance*  frdm  the^pompei  the  ^ory,  and  all  the  clutter 
tif (he  world,  that  they  enjoyed  and  were  fnared  by  in  their 
ovroeCMiitrey,  and  fo  he  will  cany  them  aiide  into  defolate 
places,  and  there  he  will  inftruft  them,  when  he  hath  got  them 
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asitweretlone^That  hath  beenc  Gods  way  in  making  hjin* 
felteknowneuDto  his  people,  whom  he  hath  had  aloveanto^ 
to  draw  them  afide  froin  the  clutter  of  the  world  ,  from 
t h^nr  engagements,  and  there  to  f  peake  to  their  hearts*  We  hs^ve 
t  famous  place  for  that  i  Alarke  8.  aj,  the  poore  blinde  man, 
whofeeyes  ChrilUriti'ndcdtooptn^  the  text  faith ,  Chrifi  toake 
him  by  the  hand^  and  carried  him  9Ht  of  the  Citj ,  and  there  fell  a 
working  upon  him ,  and  opened  his  eyes  ;  he  carryed  him 
from  tbe  clutter  of  people  ,  from  his  friends  and  acquain- 
tance, and  there  opens  his  eyes*  While  wc  are  in  the  midft 
of  engagements ,  here  in  our  ownc  land  ,  while  wee  have 
our  eftates,  and  all  well  about  us,  wee  are  fcarce  fit  to  hearken, 
what  God  hat  h  to  fay  to  us ;  M>ny  of  Gods  peojde  have  found 
it  by  experience,  that  vChereas  there  were  many  truths  of  God, 
that  they  had  fome  incklings  of  while  they  were  here,  and  read 
bookes  about  them,  and  beard  much  of  them,  yet  they  could  not 
be  convinced  of  them,  and  their  confciences  tell  them,  while 
they  were  here,  they  did  not  go  againft  the  light  of  their  confci- 
ences ;  but  however  it  came  to  pafte,  convinced  they  were  nbt> 
but  whenGod tooke thci^  afide  from  their  eoragements ,  and 
from  the  pomp  and  glory  of  their  land,  andl  carryed  them 
into  wildernefl'e,  or  into  remote  places,  where  the  glory  of 
their  owne  Countrcy  did  not  foglifter  before  their  eyes;  they 
then  could  fee  into  truths,  that  they  never  £iw  before;  thofe 
things  that  could  not  get  into  their  hearts  before,  now  when 
God  drew  them  afide  got  in.;  and  k  is  pot  now  rhcirconceit, 
but  tiiey  know  certainly ,  that  they  doe  underftand  much  of 
Codsminde,  that  they  did  not  underftand  befixe ;.  when  God 
hath  taken  them  afide>thcn  God  hath  opened  theireyes.^ 

VERSB15.   1  -willgivt  her  hervinefardsfrem  thence. 

Vinitores^  fo  fome  trai  )flate  the  W(^d,  her  viMi^ejfm,  and  i«- 
deed  the  Hebrew  word  chat  is  for  vitu^-dreffers,  and  vines ,  or 
vineyards y  is  the  very  fame  letters,  only  the  fftnSta  tie  different, 
but  we  will  reade  it  as  it  is  here  ,  fram  thence ;  HUhc^  ibi ,  either 
frem  that  time  that  they  arc  in  the  wildernefle,er  from  that  con- 
dition, of  their  affliction  in  the  wilderneflc,  wherein  I  will 
fpcake  comfortably  to  h^r,  thence  1  wli give  her  her  viuefards  •, 
Ciod  threatntd  to  de/iroy  her  vineyards,  now  God  iaith,  he  will 
give  vineyards.  ^      Qbferve, 
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Obfcrvcj  Godcanaseafilyrcftore,  ashccandcftroy  :  It,is^n 
cafie  thing  for  men  to  make  havock,  to  doc  mifckfc,  but  it  is  not  i 
fo  cafie  a  thing  for  them  to  reftore  all  againe ;  they  can  cafily 
fpoylc  a  Countrcy ,  but  they  cannot  fo  cafily  raife  a  Countrcy 
againe. Pyi/. 5 2, 1.  IVhy  l^^afiefi  thorn  thj  felfc  in  mifchiefe^  O 
nrightj  man  f  There  is  no  reafon  that  a  man  flioold  boaft  that  he 
can  doe  mifchicfe ;  we  have  fomc  who  make  their  boafts  in  no- 
thing but  this  >  that  they  can  go  up  and  downe  theCountrey, 
"and  plunder,  fpoyle,  and  make  havock,  but  can  they  make  all  up 
againe,  that  t  hey  .undoL?  P/^MrcA  tcls  us  of  one  commending 
the  power  and  valour  of  Philips  for  tliat  he  had  utterly  dcftroyed 
01ynthus,aCity  ofThraciaj  a  Lacedemonian  Itanding  by  an- 
fwcred,  but  he  cannot  build  fuch  a  City.  A  foole  may  brcakca 
glafle^  and  all  the  wife  men  in  the  Countrey  are  not  able  to  make 
it  up  againe.  Men  may  doc  a  great  dealc  of  hurt  and  mifchicfe, 
but  it  is  not  thtir  lives,  nor  the  lives  of  a  thoulandfuch  as  they 
are,  can  makeupagaine  what  hurt  iji  done  by  them  :  Bat  it  is 
Gods  properties  he  candcftroyyincyards,  and  hee  can  reftore 
thcmagaii:iC;  I  will  give  them  their  vineyards  againe,  when  I 
am  reconciled  to  them  :  Suppofe  there  be  the  greateft  Pacifica- 
tion that  can  be,  yet  all  this  while,  who  fhall  make  up  the  hurt 
is.done  ?  if  there  be  reconciliation  with  God,  he  will  make  up 
illour  hurt  againe. 

Secondly,  1  wiHgive  her  her  vineyards.  It  is  a  note  of  Calvin^ 
God  faith  pot,  1  will  give  them  their  come ^  that  is  for  neccflity, 
bot-rf  willgive  them  their  vineyards^  that  is  for  delight :  the 
Note  is-, 

When  God  is  reconciled  ^pa  people,  he  will  not  ondy  give 
thtm  fubfiftance,  but  abundance,  even  for  delight,  as  well  as  for 
neccflity.  , 

Thirdly,  when  God  is  reconciled  to  a  people*,  he  com^  with 
prefcnt  reall  evidences  of  his  love,  he  refer  vcth  indeed  an  abun- 
dance of  mercie  for  afterwards,  but  he  is  never  reconciled,  but , 
becomes  preicntly  with  fomc  rcall  evidences  and  deAion(lrati*| 
ons of  love;  God  faith  not  onelyi  I  willfpeakecqmfortablyj 
fo.them,  and  rhereis  an  end*  ^d  they  fiiallcxptc^merciie  along* 
time  after ;  No,buty  w///j^^^i^^  comfort^lj  t9  her^  ^d  I  mil 
give  her  her  zinejardj  agaitse ;  I  will  give  unto  ihcm  reaU  ma- 

Sffa  ,  nife- 


Digitized  by 


500 
Chap.i. 


Together 

witn  pro- 

mifo 

fomething 

muftb^ 

done  prc- 

ftntly. 


Aft  B^cf^fllwM  $j 

niPeftations  oFmy  love ;  fo  it  (hould  be  withus^  when  wcoomc 
in  to  Gody  to  be  reconciled  to  him ,  wee  (hould  conein  with 
ret]lexpreflton3ofour  repentance  >  ofourrefpeds  unto  God. 
Here  ist  deceit  CL  bcfeech  youconfider  of  it)  maiiy  wbenthcjr 
lye  upon  their  fick  beds,  will  protnife  whtt  they  will  doe  for 
God,  if  God  reftore  them ,  but  they  doe  nothing  for  tfaeprcfen^ 
and  fo  they  are  deceived.  When  you  therefore  nndeyoor  hcaats 
wrought  upon,  broken,  and  melting,  take  heed  of  this  deceit, 
doe  not  fatisfie  your  felves  in  promifing  what  you  will 
doe  for  God  i  if  you  be  in  fuch  a  condition,  and  fuch  aooiw 
dition,  but  doe  fomething  prefently  >  iet  «pon  the  workeprc- 
icntly,and{b  engage  your  hearts  to  God ;  if  once  you  be  en* 
gaged  by  doing  Something,  the  worke  will  eoe  on :  It  is  a  great 
matter  when  wee  can  engage  the  heart  cf  a  man  to  Godin 
any  bufinelle,  fuppofe  a  man  promife  to  doe  this  or  that,  yet  if  all 
this  while  he  have  done  nothing,  he  lookes  not  upon  himilelfe  fo 
really  engaged,  as  when  (bmethinjg  is  done,  hetoaeforeiooner 
flies  offagame ;  but  if  together  with  his  promife  he  be  brought 
to  do, he  will  not  (b  readily  flie  ofi;God  aothfbwithyou,he  tor 
gether  with  his  promife,giYes  fomeredl  evidences  of  his  love. 

Againe,  after  Gckl  fpeakes  to  the  heart,  and  then  teftores 
vineyards ,  then  they  ere  bleflings,  then  they  are  fwect 
indeed ,  for  then  God  re(fa>res  them  as  fmits  of  reconcilia- 
tion with  him ;  Many  a  poore  affliAed  ibule  Vxiovf  what  be- 
longs to  this  coonfortable  note;  I  thoi^t  my  finfblnefle  foiv 
ftited  all  my  comforts,  all  mercies,  and  God  indeed  toohe  away 
this,  and  the  other  comfort  from  me,  but  it  oleafed  God  to 
come  in  gracioufly  upon  my  heart ,  and  to  fpeakc  to  my  heart, 
andinfomemeafuretobreakett,  and  to  humble  it  be(<»e  him, 
fo  that  I  hope,  peace  is  made  up ,  and  notwithfUnding  thole 
great  ofiences  or  mine,  he  hath  now  reftored  mercies ;  M  tookc 
away  a  childe,  but  he  htth  given  another,  abetter;  he  hath  tooke 
mwayonetntrcy,  and  hte  hath  g^n  abetter  ;  andtUs  Icu 
tthcn^hwithboldnefle,  yet  with  humility)  fay  k  is  as  aftirit^ 
my  recondliation  with  myGod ;  O  how  lW<ictly  nMy  &di  r 
one  enjoy  that  tnercy  from  God  I  If  after  the  meltings  of  thy^ 
heart^IterGod,  he  then  comes  m  with  mercies  to  diee,  tkoa 
mayt^  take  them,  astoteis  of  love  to  thee ;  now  thy  hoi^  is  a 
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eoaifbrtftble  bleflingtothee,  and  thv  yoakc-fellow ,  indtky 
children  about  tbee;ok  how  comfortable  bleflings  are  they  i  yea, 
the  mcatc  on  thy  table,  is  fWket  with  t  double  fweetne(ft»  when 
thou  canftlooke  upon  all  ^  as  the  fruit  of  Gods  reconciliation 
with  thee;  As  the  Cfariftians  Alts  1.4^,47.  when  they  once 
belicYcd  in  Chrift,  they  did  eau  their  tread  with  gUdnefe  and 
fingleneffe  ef  heart,  fraypng  G$d.  Wee  may  enjoy  all  our  com- 
tnon  flnercies,  iii  anecner  manner  then  other  men  can,  they  will 
be  bleflings  doubled,  yea  a  hundred  fild  encreafed ;  1  mHjpeakg 
t$  her  heart i  and  then,  I  will  give  her  her  vineyards.Vtxhzi^  God 
hath  giren  thee  an  eftate  in  the  world,  more  then  thy  neighbors, 
more  then  thy  brother ;  But  hath  God  fpoke  to  thy  heart  ?  Arc 
Godsblelfingsupon.thec  as  a  fruit  of  Gods  fpeakine  to  thy  heart, 
inawiyofreconciliacionwiththee?  otherwife  it  is  but  aflat 
drie  comfort*  to  have  an  eftate,  and  not  to  feele  God  fpeakii^  to 
otir  hearts. 

I  will  reftore  unto  vou  your  vineyards /rMv  thence:  From 
whence  ?  From  the  mldemejfe^  There  the  Note  is, 

God  can  bring  vineyards  out  of  wildernefles.  Let  us  not  be 
^afraid,  onely  let  us  make  up  our  peace  with  God,  and  then 
though  we  be  in  a  wildcrnefTe  ,'  God  can  from  thence  bring  us 
vmeyards.  Our  brethren  have  found  vinevards  in  the  wilder- 
nefle,  and  many  of  Gods  people  in  the  midlt  of  theit  ftraits  have 
fodnd  abundance  of  mercy  • 

Further,  from  the  wildernefle;  they  (hall  have  more  love, 
mercy  working  more  ftrongly  for  them  now  it  feems,then  they 
hadblefore  ;They  had  vineyards  before,but they  had  none  in  the 
wildernefle.  Now  God  will  draw  mercies  out  of  thole  things 
that  were  unlikeWf  he  will  bring  fonh  good  unto  them,  out  of 
thoie  things  that  feemedto  goe  quite  contrary  to  them;the  Lord 
hath  done  (6  for  us ,  out  of  thofe  things  that  leemcd  to  goe  <)uite 
contrary  to  us,  God  hath  brought  much  good  to  uSj  as  if  he  had 
madey^Kieyardstoiprif^otttoftWildemtfre.  Butthcdofeof| 
alHs, 

Thefettefdcsdiiteometo  us  out  of  great  difficulties,  and 
/eeme  tobe  rtifedoot  ofC(Hitrar]es,arethiffweet  mercies  indeed^ 
^l!lerewearetorejoycein;and  therefore  it  io\\o^^s,aadthejfiaS 
/irf.7>riil.3a,13.  Gedmada  them  t^  Juel^hemn  Htt  ^fthereek^ 
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and  ojlc  out  of  the  flinty  roc^;  When  did  God  do  fo  ?  wterc  did 
y^Hfverrcadc,  thatCjcid  did  caufc  his  people  \o  fuekjfonej  cmt 
4>fith<r0ck^,  or  ojle  out  of  tht flinty  r>ockJ  \M^  rcadc  indeed,  thMt 
thf  rock^T(9aifm$te^  and  vratcr  didgupj  fut  of  it,  but  when  did  WC 
r^d<f  tha^  ever  oy  1^  or  ho^ey  came  out  of  the  rockPthcrc  was  ne- 
ver any  fuch  thingth^t  we  readcofjbut  the  meaning  therefore  is, 
bccaufe  they'being  in  necelTity ,  God  brought  forth  water ,  yet 
bting  brought  outohhcTockbyfuch  a  mighty  hand  of  God,  it 
was  ojle ,  it  was  h9ntj  to  them,  it  was  as  good  as  if  God  had 
given  them  ojIe  and  horjey ;  Why  ?  becalife  it  came  oat  of 
fo  much  difficulty  :  So  all  the  mercies  that  God  gives  to  his 
pepple,  when  he  brings  them  cut  of  difficulties  and  lb-airs,  they 
are  f wcet  and  glorious  mercies.  Let  us  bee  patient  awhile , 
though  \\c  feeme  to  be  in  the  wilderneflc ,  and  we  fee  nothing 
to  fetch  out  water  from,  but  onel)[  rocks,  ftoncs,  anddifficultieSj 
yet  God  at  length  will  bring  mercies  out  ofthofe  difficulties, 
and  they  will  be  honey  m-rciesunto  us,  then  we  ftiall  fing  and 
praife  the  name  ot  our  God  with  joyfull  hearts. 

T^he  Hjtrtcenth  LeHure^. 

Ho  s  E  A   a.  15. 

And  the  valley  ofAchorfor  a  doore  of  hope  ^^c. 

\  He  words  are  an  excellent  expredion  of  mercy  to 

Ifrael;  for  the  opening  of  which,,  ^hefc  three 
;  things  are  tobe  enquired  into.  - 

I .  What  this  valley  ofAchor  was. 
\  ^«  Therealbnotfhjnapie. 

3 .  Why  this  is  faid  to  be ^  doore oftftfe. 
For  the  firft.  Ach^r  was  a  very  pleafant,  dclightfi)ll,rruitfull 
rich  valley  ,  that  lay  ncQTalerkho-,  The  firft  place  that  Ifrael 
cajn^  into ,  in  the  entrance  upon,  and  taking  pofleffitop  of  the 
land  of  Canaan.  Jfar  65 1 1  o.  And  Sharon  JhaMke  a  fold  ^ffiacks^ 
And  the  vaUcy  of  Ach$r  a  f  lace  for  the  he^dsfo  lye  downe  in^  for  mj 
feofle  that  havo  f^Hght  m^  fiitt  it  i$  Joyped  vvith  Sharon  • 
^ Cant. 

■■Willi  I         ^      Alw       Cr\r^n\r: 
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Canf.z.i.  lam  the  rofc  of  Sharon  y  th«t  was  a  fweet  plcafent 
place.  Secondly,  It  is  (aid  to  be  a  fUctfor  the  htrds  to  Ije  downe 
i«;  a  fat  paflurc  that  they  fh^ill  even  tumble  in.  Anjl  thirdly,  It 
ispromiled  as  a  blcITing  to  them  that  h^w^:  fought  the  Lor  J. 

The  reafon  of  the  name  Achor,  That  hilloiy  vvc  have  lopj.j, 
(heweth  Achan^  who  i  Chrc>ui,j.  U  alfo called  Achary  having 
taken  the  accurfed  thing,  God  kft  the  Campe,  and  Ifrael  fell  be- 
fore the  men  of  Ai,  which  was  thefirft  battcll  that  ever  they 
fought  for  the  pofleflion  of  Canaan,  upon  that  their  hearts  were 
exceedingly  troubled,  as  if  the  whole  worke  had  been  at  an  end; 
fo  firaile  i%  mans  nature,  fo  foone  difcouraged  when  it  meets 
withoppofitioii,  notwithftanding  all  the  experiences  of  Gods 
mighty  power  going  alone;  with  them ,  fo  lately  bringing  them 
over  Jordan  fo  wonderfully ,  and  giving  them  J  cricho  fo  mira- 
culoufly,  yet  now  at  the  lofll*  of  36.  men, their  hearts  begin  even 
to  laile,  lojhua  fals  with  his  face  upon  the  earth ;  and  lofefhw  in 
his  Hiftory  of  the  Jewifli  Antiquities ,  fcts  downe  lojhnahs 
prayer  at  large,  thefe  are  fomc  exprcflions,  Bnoni  M  exp^^ati^ 
on,  having  received  an  overthrow^  being  terripeibj  this  accident ^ 
4Mdf$tfpiti§us  of  thy  fromifes  to  Mofes^  n^  hthAtftain^ from  war, 
andffterfif  many  enter frtfesy  we  cannot  hove  for  anjfuociffutl  fro- 
ceedingSy  hj  thy  mercy  relieve  our  frefent  forrow^  and  take  from  Hi 
the  thought  of  de^  aire,  wherein  we  are  too  far  re  t  lunged. 

Now  God  comes  to  him  and  askcs  him,  ^hy  he  lay  nponhis 
f ace,  zndb^i  him  get  him  up,  for  Ifrael  h^dfinnedin  the  accurfed 
things  uponfcarch  tc\^AzxAchan  was  found  out,  whereupon 
lojhua  tcls'him,  that  be  had  troubled  the  Hoa(l  oflfraely  and  God 
would  trouble  /-^ii»;upon  which  they  fioned  him,  and  from  thence 
itwzsc9\\cdtheva/ieyofAchoryy.26.  that  is,  Valli^  tribulutio- 
»^,th/3  valley  of  trouble.*  •    ;  , 

The  thir4  thing  is' the  principally  why  this,  valley  is  called /« 
door  of  hope.  Herein  two  things,  Pirll,  how  it  yfzsadooreof 
hope  to  Ifrael  //?^»,when  thty  firft  canic  into  Canaan.  Secondly, 
how  it  is  protnifcdto  be  a  doore  of  hope  to  i\pcnting  Ifrael  in  after 
pimeJi  .     '  ,       ..         •'■;', 

For  th-  firli*  "  U  u^fisajgor  of  hppe  fff  "ihem  xlvtWQ  rcr 
fpeds/         .:....'•''  '     .    \     ,  :    ■"    ' 

Firrt,  Becaufe  it  was  the  firft  plac;i  wherein  they  took  the  pof- 
'    '     '  .       '  feflion 
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feflion  of  Canian^  when  they  btgtit  to  hty e  otxtwtid  ibtwes  of 
fiibfiftancc^  toeatebf  the  come  of  the  land,  all  the  while  they 
were  in  the  wildemes  although  God  provided  wonderfiilly  for 
them^  by  fendicig  them  Manna  from  Heaven,  }'et  bccaufethey 
had  no  way  of  fu&illance  by  ordinary  meants^tbey  always  fear- 
ed left  they  (hould  want  upon  any  ftrait  th^  were  brought  intOj 
their  hearts  began  to  finke.  Now  in  this  ralley  God  gives  them 
outward  meanes*  and  this  ray fes  hope  in  them^  that  their  dan* 
ger  was  over,  and  that  they  (kould  do  well  enough.  This  is 
our  nature  When  ordinaiy  means  fayle,  ourheattsfayle.  yet 
though  in  r^rd  of  Gods  extraordinatyworkings,  we  have  ne- 
ver fo  many  gratioos  enqooragementSi  and  when  God  grants 
meanes  anin^then  we  hope* . 

Seconolv^  jSod  nude  their  grtat  trouble  diere  a  meaties  of  _ 
much  good  unto  them,  for  by  that  they  were  brought  to  purge 
their  camp,  t  they  learned  to  fearethe  Lord,  and  wercprtpacod 
more  then  beforei  for  io  great  a  mercy  as  the  focther  poflcdlion 
of  that  good  land.  The  Sepmsgim  infted  dt  thofe  words  m  sk^r  #f 
bQfe,  have  thtfe^t&pfen  their  pitderfiMdini^fetthete  indeed  they 
learned  the  dreadfulncs  of  God,  who  for  one  ittiisfinwaslo 
forely  difpleafed ,  there  they  underftood  to  purpofe^thtt  the  God 
that  Was  amon^  them,  was  a  holy  God,  and  that  he  would 
have  them  to  be  a  holy  people. 

Bnthow{hQ\jXdthiSvdlliy9fAc6$rbt^d9^rfh^to  Ifrad 
in  after  times? 

rirft,  the  Jews  thinke that  Ifrael  (kail  retume  into  thekowil 
country  agam,  yea  and  the  fame  way,they  (hall  come  again  iin 
to  Canaan  by  that  valley  whidi  fliall  be  a  doore  of  kopetd 
them. 

Secondly,  butratherby  way  of  Analogy,  as  God  tuMedth£^ 
valley  of  trouble  to  much  good  unto  them,  fo  he  would  turne  all 
thcforeafHiftionsof  Ifrael  in  after  dayesto  their  great  advan^ 
ttge,  grievous  affHdions  fhould  make  way  fbrgkiriousmer-' 
cies. 

Thirdly,  But  e(peciallythus,in  this  ezpreffion»GodfoUbWrt 
the  Allegory  of  marriage ;  now  it  was  the  cuftome  of  the  Jews 
in  their  marriages,that  the  husband  gave  his  (boufe  accordmgto 
his  quality,  as  a  dowry,  fome  pecceof  ground  more  or  Icffe,  rich 
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Alicwisible>tndtfei9hegareastpledgeo(hiflovetoher»  to 

afiiireter  chat  Wfaitfeever  wa$lii%(be  Ihould  have  the  beneflt  of 

tt;(biattitthe  Lord^altbotigfiyoukavegoiiea  whoungfromine» 

andl  majr  juftly  cxpeft  that  I  (hould  forever  re  jeft.yoa,yet  I  will 

marrjr  jrouto  my  felf}  and  I  will  folly  performc  all  ^marriage 

rigktifdi^theexpteflion  of  layloTetowanis  you  totfaeiitter* 

fXKjft,  you  fhall  know  that  you  are  married  to  a  husband  who  is 

cicb,!  will  give  you  a  rich  andplentifoU  dovurry^and  this  but  as  a 

token  and  pledge  of  fuither  love,  mercy,  riches  that  you  (hall 

ph/<q?  byiiie4tDbuiUbeth?t^leyof/#rW,thtit  rich,ddigh^ 

frtddull valley.    By  tbik  he  meanes  he  wc^d  bellow  foHie  fpe* 

cial  choice  mercy  upon  them,  at  his  firflt  taking  them  into  his  li- 

vour  again,  and  that  lliouid  be  a  pledge  of,  and  a  making  way  toi 

much  more  mercy,  that  he  intended  for  them  adoor  of  hope  to 

^t  in  gr^tcrdiin^^  a& the  firft  fiuits  jof  alLthofftgldiions  X  hings! 

thathchadticaiBcedupforthefflj.  -  1  '.^  y. ' .. «  >  iu 

,  From  this  vaJkj ifjfvbory  as k  concerned  Ifrael  before.  ?  '     ) 

Fitft , .  Sometimes  when  God  gives  men  their  hearts  de?; 

iires^when  they  think  thfemfelvts  happy,  as  if  all  trouble  were 

paft,  then  hocomts^  ipupoh  them; with  gcefltiaQdfoi:e3fi9iAir 

piW.  \     '.      M  t.i     ^'  J-  -\  '*'    '  •'••' '  .5  '"'  -  'f.'^/'i'j^  ii  ! : 

-  Secondly^  although  God  hkilh  .beeh  humbling  metisiiearts, 

with  fore  v^  long  anliAibns^  yet  juft  beforejie^fattfto  w.eS:g;ceat 

mercies^  be.afHi<3s  tgaiti»  to  fauA^e^dbeeak  their  hearts  yet 

more*.-,  .i' A'  :..  <  jVa'^*,*.  »-'...\.o.''jv,';;;'^i*.;  j*'.  <ii  '.l.^'t.lu^t'iU'-.' 

.  ^(ChirtHx^  '&Di^  ^iHtnkcdkt  pl^afaiitl^'^ii^ 

0Meii2>f  Cronbltg-KT.^rh)*:;  :'•     '  '^^-  ''\.:'ji  rri'dc  vi-  fit  .it. 7 

;.  .Ffijttthly;  'Theaffli^dn«p£^  SftigiiAiflM)^ 

bkfc&ids^  :biit  arcdodrtU  hopotokc  initbr^nlcrcle^jmetaiis  to: 

fiutbet^hcAteay  ib9;ii^c«ie&  iOodjCPP9mtodiiAg^td^iM^^JiP(^: 

pgfagftwp^iM»fl(^^QO|ttatte\it^  m^wf  QqA  h^  * 

mftorefoi>tiidAf!«hiitii«hichf>fio(iP  &j[dt(i.Jttschav 

dfenlndfi^0d^rthe?SatD^9«)i^muchixiore%  t(»^h[(inty  ii  Mi 
tuAm49n<i^M(^  mJn^^i^vk^  r/badjfl  np^ibemfkMh^. 
ffjty^uMfBittoniv><&htit^^l^eW^ 
tiSd^fi^.':  H^iiM^»ii»uAi^vMwri0nd}iM 
bDbtiQiri>bHt|o^iiU>D  3d  !!9v 
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Qtit  the  cTpedall  thing  iacended  in  this  ezprcAoo  istkim. 
WheaGodisrccoBciledtohispcopltCjthcaprdtnimeDdes  are 
doors  oiYmfcto  let  tnfiicve  iB0ccici;che  Stmts  mcy  kokup^n  | 
all  mercies  mreivcd  t$  in-lcts  to  further  mercies,  to  beitcdved*  J 
Evecy  nerq^adoortDaoodier  mercyrapdaUmflccieshoKepiJt 
K3geciier,  ire acbore to oQermll mercy.  When  R0sMhaA%^ 
{hectUedhisutine  lrfe^ficm^iQ.%^  fkym%iTbcL$rdJiM$mdtk 
$p  me  4»#d»r/iMr .'£vci^  flwrcf  the  SatBts  have  may  wA  be  call^ 
ed  Ufifh^i  brings  liSiranceotmercy  tobeadded*tliisisthelugh 
priviledte  of  the  Saints  <«verv  mercy  thai  a  wicked  m»  luu^ 
he  may  kok  upon  as  his  utmoft»ashis  alLhe  may  wrkc  a  m  flm 
iUivM  upon  it;  one  miirryjooe  judgment  upon  a  wicked  man 
makas  way  to  another^  btttnotonejoierey:  how£bcrerG6cfia 
his  bounty  may  lengthen  out  mercies  t9  him,  yet  it  is  more  tiicn 
h<;^canexpeft,  he  rather  faathcaufe  to  wonder  hehathfomudi, 
then  expeft  more,  but  God  evetdcawes  ont  hiskwing  kiodMs 
to  hte  Saimi.  Pfid.  ^6«  lo.  Draw  mil  thy  kivingkindnesunto 
them  that  know  tkee^Cc  thy  f  ighteoalbes  to  the  upright  in  heart. 
¥irft.  The  good  that  others  havofirMi  God  is  bo|uityy  patisnocj 
biitdiat  which  the  Si^iotK  havois  loving  kindnea.    Seoondlff 
Tint  which  others  have  is  no  v/ayes  tied  to  them  by  proimiA^ 
btttthtt  whichthe  Saints  haivcthey  haveby  pcaattfc^ttis  tigAtc- 
oafiiefie|P(al.2^  Thmmskefimt  tydtmn  imgrMm  fMfhfres^boM 
Mimwttft my  hesdwihjre/i t^  ^^^  rmmkkmur.  Hereisa 
great  deal,but  is  here  all?  no^Yct. 6.  fitrelj  mercj  MndgmdmBsfimk 
fr00kMfejMitif»dMJ^rfmf.i^  lliktmurik(kviJ>^wl^tJ4m. 
5.12.  is  verjfobfervable,  from  Gods  prorperinghimiDhisffc^ 
feni  wapr^draws  anatgrnnent  to^onfimi  htmfin  tb^afinance 
(or  the  fotur^that  his  kii^dom  WM  eftaUifli«dtohim:\rityMld 
niDt  J>N»<ftoi^4at  thtiMgiAiMs  of  hisMigii^  iRfifiUai  2>#tiafe 
atid  ye^it  wai  nq  tffiikiK:^hiM^ 
Ik  Godi^ptvey  teonmkitt^t^iahi  ifiv^mtlNrqniiDittfiaci 
SJtmt4xitBid^  aU  aMoietfiie  Saims  havtMmt  fepmslieaoifiiiam 
inwhickthere^isamoftrichtseilmeof  mcrcteii  a Jilefitd  con-' 
neidoaof^mereisSiThe  ^covenant  becwMi  Oi«t«ul^iid/#fMii*iii 
waoi  lSimtiWt^^t9^MmJmm0g4^mJ^  mmfi^mMm^  fmm 

Saints^is  that  kivinglondnesihal  never  be  cdtiell[(^^ 
•'  ^  the 
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(hall  retch  ctcniify.  ^- 

MeirtesrotheS«intscomeftbmiove,e^iM^  wfttr^mimm^ 
ItfvtkttoPrcs  nafuch  thing  as  txceflt.  Tfae^Mi  uivderitendiiiig 
f hik  tntftf  t)r  in  the  wiy  of  Gods  grace  towardMtelil  jiMncrtkey 
foUoWCSbdinfteking  UsfiKrethm,  e(pe^  * 

in  the  way  ot  merir^ ;  Mrhereas  the  men  of  the  wwM\uiiolD9i0w 
notthik,  feldomeleek  after  me^,  btit  intiiftes  of^iffliftionr, 
WhMrtjdd  Js  itt  a  way  of  juftice  and  wiftth^tfais  is  ehek  ioUy« 

!bifi6iteteafon^re  iis^^yelS^nts^ffae  Lbr^^thtt  one  duty 
Ihbuldf ot  ever  maite  v^y^r  atibther,  reeingwie  Biwoy  mikes 
wayforanetjier:  hefekesagreatdsfikren€eMtw«c»iiMi^d^ 
tierfVomthefbreiigthof'^eofmnoD  grace,  and  hrom  ftiiftifying 
grtce:iirthe  onethe  fphit by  doing feoit  things  if  Wearied  add 
thinkesnow  itmayrdl,  but  in  the  other,  the  very  doing  ftiUen^ 
creafetli  fbretigAjand  piits  thfc  hMttiiq^n  doing  mat t% 

Bat  may  not  fecuriqr  promife  eoritinuanoeot  iner<!y  ? 

t'esjbtit  if  fo,  then  wheb  af!fi6Ken<0flw»,<thehea»rwiU^fi^ 
Ibtn  featrs  x^eontinuance  in  mifetyits  wellis  beforeit  bopedior 
'Ctfhtindanet  bf  iticrc^. 

Whenthen  maywe  aflure our  felves that  our  mercies  art  dMtS 
of  hopeto  farther  mercies? 

Kril,  Whentheyareaettcdmetdetwrott^byaflMffeim- 
mediiteiuDldof  God^gmtntion  may^beimpmeA^  bat  creation 
uetrcr^  \mi^cnMmmeft  ferfrS$m$^JSkf  t64Xa^L$rdth$9nrik  ar- 
JbUnefcdce  Ur  m^  What isthe 9Sffm^ti  J^thw'h4fiywrm$gbt 
diaurw^Kei  in  m.       -  ^ 

Sctortdly,' When  tfcey  att  fpirifuall  inerde$,JBw<:j.39.«9.iV«. 
fh^ir'^fMlWiitmyfkcffwrfm^  isihetqgwnent/ 

i^^t  Tb4i^ffrtnti  firtkmj  ^rhi$f9m  thehHifi  #/  Ifiragi  •  but  as 
lldfrhtfy^jur  private  <:^WoW^Hat  this  trgeawm^^^^  hold?  No, 
the  words  following  uttyThufi^*'^  *^^  Lm^AG^i. 
.  thirdly.  When  mercies  carry  ti$  to  the  God  of  mercy  ,and  are 
f  ttted  ifiro  duties^  as  if  we  tan  turfie  xm  duties  into  mercrcs , 
<hat  is,a(:c6iint  cvetydaty  a  toercy,  that  is  agood  ai^jamentthat 
We  fhil  hold  b\lttndlity,wheh  Wecan  tw^  -merdesiittodutirs, 
'ft4tis,makeevetyineityiirtengagctnetit?toduty,  thatistgood 
argumcm  ttattRttcywiKhoidodt. 

.,.,  Ttt  a    -'::'   •  _^^But  ^ 
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.Buc^tce^tbece^iBiptintcrmptjons  mftnytimcainthew^eso^ 
Gods  mercy  to  his  own  people  ? 

.  • '  Wc  fciietiixifsihcik  ther^  is  an  interruption,  wheii  if  we 
taaiWxaUr^ie.ftwW^csr  bleffed  cpncatcnation,  . ()ut  it  mufl  be 
gcatatiirfitjfeftthirtftO^JJffefiptiaies;  be  ^fn?  kinij^f /merrupti- 
.itomiiicl>ti|Jac«ji^ter.  ^fp^  rctura^from^ptjvity  and 

begiittujigto.lHU^dthef  te^iple,  there  were  fuch  interruptions 
as  it^wasArenty  yeers  .before  ic  was  finifticd ;  but  though  there 
may  bcii*«fiMption:for,f^tinie,yet  not  a  quite  breakingpflf,  there 
isyct».ftBCrtg3Cfcin:  theig^ace^of:  tl^  covcjfknt  that  caityes  the 
worteoowd  pci-fcds  it  at^h^rlaftjby  ce^fir^indne  way  of  mer- 
cy, God  prepares  for  ^inbther;  the  very ceafing in (iich away 
mafbea  mercy ;;  we  our  fclv^  at  this  day  ace  a  (ad  fpedacle  of 
the  interruption  of  ^thft^^ayes;  c(5  Gods;  mercies  ^o>vai;djs.anar- 

-tiorU'.M,;  .;-.',^\j;  ^    1. ■;*'!*.•;-    1 '.'tJ^:]!  ■»'!.! ';    ••?    •  ^    - 

Mercy thrtfl'ewhHe fliip^ii> hcs  bes^ity  lipon us, hathnow 
fcemed  ifi  a^cat  meafure  to  have  withdrawn  thcbeames  of  her 
^lory^  ;x>»i;:d.Qoi;^fiiopc  thac  we  thought  to- be  fo  wiJeopen^ 
fejcmesjalmoft  jhutagainft  us.  I  dare  not  fay  that  it  is  (but,  left  I 
(hould  wrong  the  prefent  grace  of  God  .^•ct.gontinjuingtbus. 
.Butf.  •;!../■•. .^^i  fiii;  \!  :*?  .;  ;]  '•.•'•/.•/' 
Firft,   Sinne,  yea  our  many  and  fcar^fuIlCnncisj  ijfsn  this 

;  Secondly*  aftd-ncfw^crowdo^difficulncs  ftcme  even  tp^ 
flojiup  thbdoot.,.  -ihejt  c^flf^.tiroi^g  fl^U.fc;!.  \t^  as  if  they 

vwauld<crtUinly:ltopirtupagainftH*\\  .\ 

Thirdly,  As  the  Prophet  £«/{^ i  i\i.2.  faW  ^t  the  doorpf  the 
gAfefi've^ndtiee^tj  ♦ifif ,aiHor^  whom  there  were  feme  cheife 
oi\cSyWhe  iie^^f(Bi9»if€heift4nigAvewk^^  io 

tnay  Y^eaC  thisdayvfe6mwyTSvai9f,thjephe&  devUjng 

mifcheifti  an^givwg  wiiitdc9u4fc)>^i>y  wfiic^i{jicy  lab6iir,tp 
ftiut,y ea  to  lotk,a64tfolt  Uf^^th^  ajjir  ^odjof hppcl  *' 

Fourthly,  We  hoped  that  this  our  door  of  hope  would  have 
been  likethe  doorsthatentcedihto  theoracle^  of  which  wcriead' 
I  Kings 6.  3 1.  mtid^pfrXi^c^ve iree^.j^tSifkeJf4f,P^^^ 
tels  wert  of o five  tree^Mdcaxvittgf  offL^lm.trw^f^^ 
^erlaid  vnthgM^vL  nowrour  dpor  jr^flis  tp  DC  of  Ironithc  way 
to  our  help  and  mercy  muft  bethorougfaihe^^Qn|»tey  we  muft 
gcttoitbyfuflferinghardthings>  ^^ fifthly,; 
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,    5.  Ourdoorethatwis  wide,  whcrcttmcrcjrbcgaiTtoconic    Left.13 
^wxngin  apacefreely  ,  now  it  feemcs  to  be  ftraitcncd ,  it  is        5. 
how  the  ftrait  gate ,  we  muft  be  content  to  ftrip  our  felvcs  ot  a 
-gceat  part  of  our  eftates,  of  many  oFour  outward  comforts,  yea 
-wcmuflrventorethem  all,  and  well  if  poflible  at  length  wee 

inay  crowd  in. 

6,  Yca,our#fctfrr-ptfy?/ arclike  the  Ifraelitesin  Egypt,  be- 
ffrinkjfd  with  blopd,  the  keeping  up  our  meanes  of  mercy  hath 
coft  much  blood,  and  may  coit  more. 

7 .  Now  when  we  knock,  w  hert  wee  would  ftep  in  the  dogs 
haike  at  us,  and  are  ready  to  fly c  upon  us ,  y  t a  it  may  be  the  fer- 
vantSi  yea  feme  of  our  brethren  are  difconteated  atos,  frowne 

^  uponus>  fpeakeagainft  us.  • 
.  8u'  Alas  we  have  rejefted  the  rigbfrkey  that  fliould  have  ope- 
ned this  our  dodrCi  no  iflarvaile  then  though  we  ftand  blunde- 
ring at  it,  and  it  openinbt  unto  us. 

Whajt  is  that  right  key  that:  would  have  opened  it  before  this 
tioae,  had  we  ma«  ufe  of  it  ? 

Tluit  kfj  ofD^vU  that  we  reade  of,  Ap^c.  3  7.  That  efeneth 
.  and  ff0m^.jhuftfth' this  key  the  Church  of  PhiUdeiphtM  had, 
t  herefore  it  fo)loweS,  ver .  8 .  J  have  fet  before  thee  An  oftn  doore^ 
,that  n^  mancanji^ut,  

But  what  is  this  k£j  of  David  ? 
: ;  Iti&the  ruling  powefof  J  cfiis  Chrift  in  .his  Church ;  David 
in  hisgov^oment  was  a  fpeciall  type  ^tChxiA ,  the  fir%odly 
Kingover  his  people-that  ever  was:  Goverriinent  is  emblema- 
tically fet  forth  by  a  i^7,  Jfaj  2  a» 2 2.  God  promifcd  Eliakim  to 
commit  the  government  tp  him  by  that  expreffiolp,  The  ksy  •/ 
;he  IfPMfe^D^vidmMi  la}  ufanh/efiomld^y  if^J9^6,j.  The 
goVcbuDentisfaidtobcuponChtifts  (boulder,  aild-he  fits  upon 
thcthfofteof D4t^ij  j  that  is  obfervable  tfeatto  J?/ifi^'if> there 
waspromifed,  but  thekn  of  thehoufe  ofD^id,  but  to  Chrift 
the  key  rfDavid  himfetfe ;  the  one  was  t o  governe  bftt  as  a  ftew- . 
ard,.thc^ovenKncnt  of  the  9ther  w  as  to  be  Princely*  If  w^ad . 
i>QEmt|ie/ Church, of  Philadflf hia ,  united  in  brotherly  love, 
and-fcad .had- this  Key  ot.iP^WtWWgft  u»,  wee  might  be- 
fore this  time  had  had  a  d^ore  ftf  open  amongft  ua  ,  that 
-nO'Ww  cpttlcl  have  fh«t  againft  us;  but  woe  unto  us,.lio^V' 

Ttta  .  ipany 

1,1 .  ^     I 
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tntnyntiwiigft  r&ftydfChrift,  We  will  not  haire'thfe  taaa  to 
ndeovcroi?  Mr,  Bri^htmMn  more  then  thirty  yetres  fince  pa»- 
ralldd this  Chorch  c^  PhUadelfhia  with  the  Church  of  Smlmtd^ 
hcmacteitin'a  typical  way  to  fet  forth  the  waye«  of  Goxi  tiv 
wards  thatChurch  in  after  times;  and  indeed  theyhtVe  beeas 
very  like  one  another  diverfe  waycs,  and  Gods  wayes  towards 
the  etie  bath  \kttik  iht  fame  with  his  wayes  towards  the  oUier 
in  many  things,  i.  They  are  both  jPAi/«if/pW4>i/,  united  fo.  in 
a  brotherly  covenant,  as  no  Churches  in  any  icintdome  more. 
2.  It  Wasfiiid  of  PMladeifhis ,  it  had  hets  (inteftrmgth^  -und 
yet  it  kfift  Gods  word.  What  Churches  in  any  Nation  hanrfe 
beenetaorecDhtemptibte,  then  thofe  in  Scotland  i  Thejr  Imve 
beene  accounted  a  poore  beggerly  peo|)le,  de^fed  of  all^uid  yet 
God  hath  eubled  thettito  oo  great  things.  3.  God  fasth  cdnfid 
ththtnemis  t&t0iitif4$9di0tPebrfSr'f  them,  and  to  know  tbathe 
hath  loved  them,  even  thofe  Wh6faid  theyifi^e  lews  'dHdtnre 
not^  tfakt  they  Wefethebnely  Churchy  When  indeed  ttey  Were 
thcSyHagcermerfSMtM;  and  they  have  rejcded  hdfegoireni- 
'mwT,a(twhav«tfcdvcd  much bf the gdvernwcrit  ofCH^^  the 
key  ofDoifidit  more  received  aitoongft  them  then  in  any  tiiii|- 
domein  the  world ;  no  manraile  then  though  their  docnt  be  to 
opened  that  none  could  (hut  it,  thorough  Gms  mercy ;  our  Hoik 
fcs  of  Parliament  have  caft  aw^  the  wife  key,  (The  Lord  deli- 
ver them  and  us/for  ever  medlii^  with  it  mf  qiore  whMfbever 
comt  of  us.  They  havefurtherprcfeifed  their  delires  to  en^e 
•after  the  true  key.  This  doore  ot  hope  WC  hope  wifi  open  to  us 
in  due  titne,  fo  as  none  (hall  (hilt  it. 

9.  Wee  have  loft  mamr  opportunities  for  the  op«6if)g  fids 
xlrore,  iV^er  had  a  people  fatter  0{>p^r(tmides  for  mercy  then 
wehavrhadj  we  cannot  Idoke  back'upaldtheni  witlidartiiem^ 
blittglidtrts,  we  may  fee  caufeto  hnnent  the  lofle  c^tliem  \9ith 
teares  of  bloodi  eren  this  hath  coft  mtich,  and  is  yet  likt  focofb 
-moreblcjdd.        ' 

':o.  Yea  woeunto  us^  our  father  comes  forth  and  feemesto 
beahgify  withus^  and  bids  (hut  the  dooteagainftus.  yeahde 
-(hbfsttsouthiihieife;  isMtttat  complaint  of  the  Charlies, 
P/4/.80.4.  truly 6ti]!Ss  aLordOpdofmafts,  ho^Unglf^ihth^H 
^kii^Mgryy^ihiheftAjir  off  by  pi^fU  f  IfGod  be  aiigry  with  ear 
tnocking^  what  ftiall  we  ddc  ?  ix.And 

■  I       Mr  I      I      urn  'Ta.iidgi^a— aacajMB— 
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1 1 .  And  well  m%y  God  bid  fliut  the  doore  upon  us,  for  woe 
k|ve  (hut  it  \xpon  oar  felves:  This  our  doo^c  of  hope  btth  t 
iprhig  lock,  it  is  ea(ily  (hot  too»  but  it  cannot  (6  eifily  be  opened 
agkinc :  we  hue  ftood  wrangling  and  ilrugling  one  with  anp* 
tker^mnd  hiive  clapt  to  t^  c^oore  qpon  our  fel  vei  before  w«  w«ce 
^WiBire.TbatScripturc,Hi>/;7,  i  .is  as  truly  ours,as  ever  it  waslfra- 
^%J¥keml  wuldhdve  h€4lc4  Ifratl^  then^  thiuiiqmtj  ^fEfhraim 
y^44i^jc0vn'ei^4ndthcifkkf^tj^  When  the  Lord 

would  have  healed  f  ngland^  then  the  iniquity  thereof  hath  been 
di&overed  siore  then  ever.  There  is  th^e  vUeii:  fpirit  «f  midigni- 
ty,  aeainOigodlinefle,  againft  the  Saints ,  againft  the  way  of 
Chriftinhis  Ordinances,  that  ever  was  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Now  men  care  not  tlyH^h  they  mine  themfelves.thoqgh 
they  bring  tkesnfelves  aivi  piofterity  to  be  bondfiaveSj  fb  they  may 
but  Have  thekwilsMpmthpfeti^at  aregodly  tofupfreffe  them. 
The  cci4ti}over5c  now  is  alay#gre  wne  to  that  height ,  t^at  the 
kingdoroe  divides  it  felfc  iiu^  tfrof^  who  have  fome  (hew  pf  Re- 
liS!*^'  ^^  thehaters  of  it.  Thoie  ticnes  complained  of  in  Micah 

in  Affiiic^  lifeptihf^ores  Bfthy  mpHthjr^m  htr  ^h^t  Ijetb  in  thy 
^ajSw#.;  Y^itisjdfQoftcometo.thntinthefoui^thverfe  ,  The 
be/tofthtmiss  brUr  ,  themcfi  ufrighti^fidrper  thepf  4thcrnjf 
Uske.  There  is  much  fiowardnefle,  much  perverfenedb  even  m 
(he  oeft,  many  contentions  and  grievous  breaches  even  amonglQ: 
cham;  they  cannot  ensure  you  (hould  be /ealws  of  them,  and 
they  give  caufe  of  jeidodie  daily,  ^his  eeneration  for  9,  ^cat 
fm  dTit,  (hew  thetn&lvea  to  have  ftch  fuUied^  fuf:h  putr.edipi- 
rits^fodefiledwithfiipcrftitiousvs^mties,  ib  ioibittered  wi^^a 
fpirit  of  malignity',  that  wee  may  fe^r^  God  hath  nopieafuce 
inthegeneralitj^Qfit :  yea^^^i  and  44t^cn  h^e  fimi^dj  H^t 
beflhave  fofullied  themfelves  with  Antichri{h>Di.Bf^Ut}(i$mf> 
that  juft  it  were  with  God  that.  «i(*  9^^^^  j^fi««r^"4^  ^9HM  ^^ 
Srft  uken  away ,  &  thit  th^j^mng  gepenitiqn  that  is  cppii^ing 
x3n<whoWe  not  ib  defile  Uifia^eives>(hfwlf)  hfl(v«  this  dpoife 
that  lets  into  C4ii4Mj»  opened  to  them,  that  they  one}y  (hqiild 
poe into,  and  poflcflethat  ^4M^/<r^, b^t our  caries  ihpiM^i 
XDtfitmlderneJft. 
Yon  irhcf  are  godly  yottogLoii6S>  wkf^hw^s  bWDi)e(iines 
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to  ycrn<?  aher  Jefus  Chrifc  ^  know  the  heart  oF  Jeflis  Chrift 
ycrnes  after  yeu :  and  although  feme  of  you  may  fall  in  fighting 
foryour  brethren,  and  fo  be  received  to  heaven ,  yet  you  ate  of 
that  generation  that  God  will  open  this  dooreof  mercy  unto, 
you  mall  goe  in  and  pofleflfe  Canaan ,  all  this  valley  o\  Achor  is 
btttadooreofhopetoyou;  continue  you  on  in  your  fincerity, 
God  will  rcvealc  himfclfc  more  fully  to  you  then  he  hath  done 
to  us/ifwcb€  cut  off  before  thofctreafurcs  of  mercy  that  God 
has  ready  for  his  people  be  opened ,  wee  muft  accept  of  the  pu- 
nilhment  of  our  iniquity,  and  even  beare  this  indignation  of  the 
I-ord  becaufe  we  have  finned  againft  him. 

12.  Xt^iYithoxAhathftrHck^wmth  blindnejfe  at  thedopre, 
wegropeupanddowne  and  wec*nnotJI»Jf*>,  9isGen.19.11. 
Never  Were  a  people  at  a  greater  lode,  in  a  greater  confofioii 
then  now  we  are;  every  man  rmi  his  owne.  way,  we  know  not 
what  tb  doe,  nay  the  truth  is,  wt  know  not  what  we  doe.        i 

i^.  Yea  many  becauJt  thty  Ksr^e  found  fomc  difficulties  at 
the  right  doore,  they  have  gone  away  from  it,  and  have  ibi^t 
back  doores  to  help  thenrtfelvesby,  even  bafe;ftlfe;ihiftii^,tr€a- 
ciitrouswayesj  fecking  to  comply  for  theirowntf  priYateendsj 
as  if^'their  skins  muil  needs  be  (aved^  whatfoiAret  becomes  of  the 
publique.  '  •   '       •...»»  .    .  '> . 

14.  Thisis  yet  a  further  mi  fety,  that  we  are  groping  up  and 
do wne  at  the  doore,  and  night  is  come  upon  us ,  (lormca,  tern- 
peftsare  rifing,dangcrsare  approaching,  and  yet  God  opeM  not 
-to  u$.  \'\ 

15.  Above  allour  mifery  this  is  yet  the greateH,  that  even 
our  hearts  are  (hut  up  too,  there  lyes  a  ft&ne  rowled  at  the4oore 
of  otjr  hearts,  and  filch  a  ftone;  asiaf  beycnd'the  power  df  ^ 
Ahgeltorowleaway,  Were  it  that  after  all  our.h«arts  were  but 

'open^ouficonditiortyethadwm^oftinit^;:  '•  -     *: 

Ofe  now  what  (hall  we  dod?*  '    '*  '  *•     -\  -  '- 

I .  Let  us  yet  refolve  to  waite  at  this  doere,  waitc  upon.  God 
inthoiewayesof  heipe  that  yet  kv^iecoy  he  affords  oiito  us  ; 
Certainly  we  are  at  the  right  doote,  let  us  fay  with  Sh^4ni^, 
£«rW  lo.a.  free  have  finned  agamfitbtLnrii  yt tbcreif.  Imp 
in Ifrael concerning thia thing.  y       ..:V»,.  )♦: 

Let  HS  refolyb  whatibever  becomes  of  asbot  to  gor^omour 

Let 
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AithefS  doorc,  if  we  perifli^  we  will  peri(h  it  his  gates. 

2.  Let  us  worihip  the  Lor4  at  this  our  doore,,  though  we  be 
notentrcdinj  yet  let  our  hearts  bow  before  the  Lord  in  the 
acknowledgement  of  tusgreatnefTe,  power,  dominion  that  hee 
hath  over  us ;  to  doe  with  us  what  he  pleafcth :  as  E^kz  4*.  a. 
itis{kid,The  Prince  JbdMw^Jhif  at  the  threfhrid^ffhc  gMte,  and 
th€,p9fte  of  the  Umdfisiwerjhif  M  the  iemre. 

3.  Let  us  look  in  at  the  key-hole^  or  at  any  crevifethat  wee 
can|tofeefomethingofthe  riches  of  mercy  that  thisdoore  o- 
pens  into.  Within  on  the  other  fide  of  the  doore  we  may  fee 
what  liberty  ofconfcience,  what  enjoyment  of  ordinances^ 
thebleflii^  of  Gods  worihip  in  his  owne  way,  we  may  fee  the 
wayes  of  God  and  his  Saints  would  be  made  honourable  in  this 
Kingdome,  yea  in  a  higher  degree  then  any  where  upon  theface 
of  the  earth ;  yea  we  may  fee  many  fwect  outward  libcrtics,thc 
free  enjoyment  of  our  cfwtes,  peace,  plentjr,  prolperity  in  abun- 
dance, all  thefe,  and  more  then  we  can  think  of,  if  this  dooro 
werebutonceopenirdtous;  howfoever  it  is  good  to  look  in» 
to  quicken  our  hearts,  andfcfton  ourdefircs  and  endeavours  the 
more  fbongly  in  the  meane  time.  Oh  haw  happy  were  we  if  we 
badthefemercicsl 

4.  Let  MS  yet  knock  lowder,  and  crylowder  at  our  Fatl^s 
doore* 

But  did  not  you  tdl  us  our  Father  ftemed  to  be  ai^ty  at  ouc 
knocking? 

Mark  what  we  have  in  that  very  Scripture,  where  the  Church 
complainestliat  God  is  ar^;ry  with  her  prayer,  P/i/.8o  4.  Hey^ 
long  wilt  thorn  h  angry  againfi  the  fray^r  of  thy  feofle  ?  Yet 
ver.7*  Tnrne  m  sgmne  O  ^oiofHofisy  andcanfe  thy  face  to  /bine: 
AnaTer.i4*  Retnrnewe kefeechthee^  O  GoiofltofiSy  lookjlown 
from  bedven.  Mold  and  vijft  this  vine :  ver.  I  p .  Tnrne  us  again 

0  Lord  Go/  of  Hofis ,  canfe  thy  faqe  to  fiine^  and  we  Jhallbe 
fnved, 

5 .  Let  every  one  take  away  his  (ins  that  lye  at  this  doore,  let 
every  one fweep  his owne doore.  Zecb.%.1^^16.  Jgainehdve 

1  thbnght  in  theft  dayes  to  d$e  wettmnto  lernpf^em^andto  thehonfe 
ofJnM.fearonpt.Bvttjtttn^rkvifbtt  follows,  T*</-p  are  the 
thingsthatyo fiat iee^Sfeakje  every  man  the  trmh  to  his  neigh- 
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y0nr:  execHtetheJHdgem€»toftrftthsndfe4u:eii$ycHrg^es.  Let 
mM  ofj0H  in-line  evil  i»  jour  hearts  agAinfi  hknelgh6offr, Both 
private  men,  and  men  in  publiqae  place  muft  reforme.  How  tar 
ate  we  from  this?  Never  more  plottin^s,  more  heart-burnings 
one  againft  another,  and  thofe  in  publique  place  negleil  the  ex- 
ecution of  judgement;  they  weuld  have  their  policies  beyond 
Godswifdomer  ciodpatsthefc  two  together,  and  commend* 
one  a&a  meanes  to  the  other^  the  execution  pf  judgement  and 
peace;  but  they  have  a  further  reach,  they  will  not  execute 
jadgement  for  teare  of  the  breach  ef  peace.  It  is  j\A  with  God 
that  we  (hould  nev^t  have  peace,  till  we  can  truft  God  for  it  in 
hisowneway* 

6.  LetusieektoGod  againe,  and  call  to  hip  for  the  right 
key.  Lord  rev^eale  the  way  of  thy  wor(hip,.and  thy  government 
to  us,and  we  will  yceld  our  fe^ves  unto  it. 

7.  Stir  we  up  ourfelves  agaiiift  all  difficulties.  Things  are 
not  yet  fo  bad,  but  we  may  help  ourfelves,  if  we  have  hearts. 
Our  Father  heares  us,  he  can  command  many  Angels  to  come 
to  help  to  rowltf  away  the  ftone;  yea  he  hath  opened  divers 
doors  to  us  already.  We  are  indeed  come  to  the  iron  gate,  the 
Lord  can  nwike  that  at  length  fly  open  of  its  own  accord,  as  A^. 
i2.io.TheCl:urchwa$  praying,  and  after  the  prifon  doorea 
wer«  opened  to  Peter ^  and  he  had  paffed  the  firlt  and  fecond 
gate,  he  came  to  the  iron  gate  that  led  into  the  City,  and  there  he 
i«undaseafiepa(Ia^e  as  any  where  elfe.  In  the  momt  wiS  the 
L9rdhfeene. 

8.  Let  us  exercifc  faith  in  the  bloud  of  Chri{V,li|  us  as  it  were 
btcfpcinkle  this  our  doer  with  the  bloud  ofthe  Lambe;  yea  look 
w  e  up  to  Chr ift  as  the  true  doore  to  let  in  to  all  mercy ^let.  Faith 
aft  as  wt II  as  Prayer. 

5?.  Let  us  now  efpecially  watch  all  oportunitics  of  mercy, 
ai.d  take  heed  wenegl^ftnomorc  as  we  have  done  many  very 
foulely,  left  hereafter  we  knock,  and  cry,  Lerd  epen  to  ue^  and 
it  proves  too  late! 

1  o-  Let  us  open  to  God  who  knocks,  at  ©ur  doores ;  if  wee 
would  have  him  open  to  us^  Cod  knocks  at  the  doore  of  every 
01%  of  oar  hearts,  open  we  to  him  fully ,  fet  all  wide  •pen  foe 
him.  OfenjegAtesyJiandofinjeeverUfiittiia$rsJtt  ^King 
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^fghrt  C9m€  M.Thcfe  who  do  thus  .a(e  the  traecenention  of 
thofetnttfetk  the  Lord;  let  Ei^Uod  open^fw  Codyetftandi  at 
the  door  aad  knockes,  and  if  we  wiU  yetopen  to  hinii  he  will 
yet  come  in  andfuppe  with  us,  and  we  (hall  fup  with  hiiHi  It  is 
true,  God  rebukes  and  chaftensus  fevtrcly,  fo  he  did  Ln^Hcea  at 
that  time  whea  he  llpod  at  her  door  and  knock#d,^p«r.3 .  ip.  20. 
if  any  Church  be  oiviec  was  like  to  that  of  LmUqca  ,  we  have 
been  j  luke-warm  as  that  was ;  a  mixture  in  Ooda  worlhip  hath 
beea  amengft  us,mQre  then  in  any  reformed  Church ;  we  have 
beena  proud  people»we  have  thought  our  ftlves  rich^fc  wanting 
nothbg,whereas  we  knew  not  thsrt  .we  were  indeed  wretched^ 
mi{erablc>poore|  blind,  and  naked :  and  thofe  who  would  be  the 
Angels  of  this  Church,  how  hath  God  fpued  them  out  of  his 
mouth  kheyare  caft-out  as  filthy^they  have  lain  upon  the  ilomack 
ofGod  and  his  Saints  a  longtime;  they  with  all  that  belonged 
to  their  Courts^have  made  themfclves  aniofl:  loathibme  geoera- 
tion'of  men;and  now  God  is  at  our  door  and  knocks,cals  to  us  to 
let  him  in^that  he  may  come  and  rule  us^that  he  may  bring  pt  ace 
and  falyation  unto  us;  But  howfocver  whether  Chrift  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  State  yea  or  no,  yet  let  the  Saints  who  are  will- 
ing that  Chrift  (hould  rule  over  them  >  hold  on  to  the  end, 
the,  promife  is  even  to  thoie  in  Laedicea  ,  to  him  that  over- 
coflieth  will  I  grant  to  (it  with  me  in  my  throne  even  as  I 
alfo  overcame ,  and  am  fet  dov^  with  my  Father. in  his 
throne. 

1 1 .  Let  us  encourage  what  we  are  able;all  our  fiuthfiill  door- 
keepetSj^thofe  whoare  thepublique  inftrumentsof  God  for  our 
good^upon  whom  fb  much  of  the  great  afiayres  of  the  kingdom, 
under  c.od  depends. 

And  for  the  quicknin^of  our  hearts  that  wo  m^  do  all  we 
cao^thatthiscNirdooiofhopcbenotfhutagaicA  US|  Confider 
further/ 

Vfr&,  This  door  was  opened  to.  us  when  web^antothinkj 
yea  almoft  to  conclude  that  all  doores  of  hope  had  been 
ibut^ainft£f%land«  when  wc  were  ready  to  giveupallfor 
left. 

Secondly,  It  was  opened  to  us  after  muchkoeckingb^pray' 
enlf  ever  there  were  a  Parliament  of  prayer  (incethe  worldb^^ 

V\v  ^  gap. 
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prukiMviu^  miiTsMom  <keadMl  tfceci  would  H  betohtve  tWts 
dcwr(huttgfcinftiisi     ^  •  :->.  '   ..;^i^:-»i . '•     •      ;  v >  : . 'r-  . 

Thirdly,  It  vras  opetu^d  by  ^  mighty  band  of  Cod.  hfifbm 
tells  us  ot  a  doer  of  the  temDle  that  ufed  to  have  thirty  men  to 
openitj  and  yettsaprognomcation  of  (bmegreatthirigtofadl 
eat  >u  opened  of  it  ownaccord:  This  our  door  was  more  hard  to 
btopened>  thoofiindsofmen  could  not  have  opened  thte>  it  was 
the  mighty  worlfof  God  to  doeit. 

Fourthly,  It  is  a  doore  that  opens  to  the  gteateft  mercies  that 
ever  England  had:  bow  happy  woidd  En^andbeinthehappy 
fuccefle  of  this  Paiiiamentl 

5.  ItisadocMrethitoyradverfaries  have  laboured  all  they  ctn 
to  fluit  by  poUicyj  andbyforce^  but  thorough  Gods  mercy,  yet 
they  cannot. 

6.  How  fweet  have  the  mtnifeftations  of  God  been  to  as,  in 
the  beginnings  ofhisgeodnes,and  our  endeavours  1  Cmtt  ^4.5. 
My  helowedfnt  in  hk  ndnd4$the  d^r^  and  my  h^wels  were  moved, 
my  hands  dreffedmjrrhe,  my  fingers  fr^eet  fmetting  myrrke  upen 
the  handles  ef  the  locke,  the  beginning  of  reformation :  but  the 
hand  upon  the  door  is  rweet>whatwoisld  the  work  complett- 
edbe? 

7.  If  thisdoorfiioidd  be  wholly  (hntagainftus,  what  a^miie- 
rable  people  (hould  wcbefffthefc  men  havetheir  wills,  then  ne- 
ver e*peft  Parliaments  more,  or  never  good  from  Parliaments, 
thty  wiUbethemoft  contemptible  and  fervile  things  that  can 
be,tf  any,they  Wil  be  tloors  to  let  in  tU  mifay,te  frafpemifcUef 
by  a  la  Wi  then  what  are  we  and  our  poftcrity  but  flaves  ?  the  p©- 
pi{h  party  mDft,yca  will  be  gtatified,their  dcfigne  willbceftft- 
ed;  what  contempt  of  the  Saints,  of  Religion?  what  hatred? 
what  pcrfecution  will  then  follow?  what  horrid  Uai^hemies  ? 
how  will  they  be  hardened  in  all  mariner  of  widadqes.'  our 
eftates,  our  liberties ,  our  Religion  are  then  gone,  yea  it  is  lite 
our  lives  ,  and  if  not  ib » lb  miferable  would  our  lives 
be,  as  we  had  better  have  the  grave  open  her  mouth  upon 
us,  Md  we  be  (hut  in  it,  then  to  live  torfee,  heare,  and  wek 
fach  things  as  we  and  our  friends- are  like  to  heare,  fee,  tod 
fcei. 

It  would  bethe  moft  horrid  Ja^emcnt  that  ever  was  againft 
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•  nation>it  may  be  told  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  God  gave 
England  a  fairc  opportunity  to  help  it  fclf^  to  be  a  mod  happy 
nttionj  but  they  had  noheart5>  they  were  bcfotted,blinded,thdr 
hearts  were  ttken  from  them*  thofe.wortJiye«thcychofe,  who 
ventured  themfelyejfbr  them,they  bafcly  deferted,and  betrayed; 
tliey  have  alfo  vildy  betrayed  themfelve5,their  libarticvhcirRc- 
ligi9n,th€irpoftcrity,aftd  now  are  become  the  moft  miferable 
nation/he  moft  fearefoll  fpedacleof  Gods  wrath,  upon  the  face 
oftheearth.  Wherefore  beloved  in  the  tord,  howfoeverletus 
makefureof  Chrift,  whoisourhope^  and^ho(aiesofhimfeU 
tbct  he  isthc  door^as indeed  he  ii  to  let  in  all  mercies  of  God  in 
to  offthat  wkflt  ever  diftppofntment  we  have  of  our  hopes  here, 
yetwemtynot  bedifappointed  of  ourlafthopes>though  it  fliould 
))rovet}iat  here  looking  for  light,behold  darknes^yet  We  looking 
for  the  light  of  Gods  face  eternally,  we  may  not  be  driven  out  to 
everlidftine  darkiies;;But  fliall  I  end  thus.^nay  the  clofe of  adl  (hal 
rather  be  thedofcof  the  3 1  PfaLBe  ofg9od  e0Mrdg9  sndhe  flfaU 
firengthenjemhtdrty  aSjethnithopcinthL^rd,  hope  yet  that 
God  will  make  our  valley  oiMhir  a  door  of  hope  unto  us.  The 
next  words  in  this  Scdptureare  words  of  joy,  ShifhMUfingMsin 
theddjes^fher  jcHth.  Was  there  ever  a  time,  wherein  (he  had 
canfe  to*fing.prayfe  to  God.'there  are  times  coming  that  (hall  be 
as  jeyfollras  ever  yet  times  have  been,  Go4  hath  mercy  for  his 
pepple,he  hath  finging  times  for  them. 


VVV  7^ 


The 


Led.13 


Digiti 


zedby^OOgle 


•  n 


5-8 


.•__  —      /?- 1 


! 


The  Fourteenth  LeHur^, 

Ho  s  I  A   a*  15. 
— AndpjcJhaUfing  then,  as  in  the  iUjes  fffherjomb^  4ndyti  in 
fhe  iUj  when  fhe  came  uf  QUt  of  the  Und  ofEgjft^ 

|Ou  hive  heard  formerly  of  the  vdUey  $fAch§r ,  that 

I  God  gave  to  his  people  xohtAiUore  cfh^e.  This 

^  A  cltyyou(hallhcareotGod$ people  ftwdingfinging 

%  \  atthisdooreofhope.  Though  it  be  but  adooreof 

hope,  yet  at  that  day  they  (hall  there  fii^,  as  in  the 

dayes  of  her  youth,  when  they  came  up  out  of.thclar^  of  Egypt. 

There  are  fix  things  necdfuU  to  be  opened  for  the  metning  ^ 
Gods  mind  here  in  this^their  finging  at  the  doore  of  hope. 

Pirft,  the  reading  of  the  words  are  to  be  cleared. 

Secondly,  the  fcope  is  to  be  (hewed. 

Thirdly,  what  the  iajes  ofyeuth  chat  are  here  fpokcn  of  ire,  is 
to  be  opened.  • 

Fourthly ,  what  was  the  fong  that  they  did  then  fingin  the 
day  es  of  their  youth  is  to  be  declared. 

Fifthly,  what  caufethey  hadtofing  in  this  the  day  ofthdr 
youth,  is  to  be  enquired  after 


Laftly,  how  this  isapplyable  to  repenting  Ifrael,  and  what 
timethis  Prophefie  aymeth  at,  like  wife  is  to  be  manifefted. 

For  the  firfl,  the  reading  of  the  words;  you  have  i^  in  yoor 
books  [jhcy  fhallftngasinthedajes  of  their  joutty']  There  arc 
onely  two  words  that  have  need  of  ©pening. 

Firft,  the  word  tranflated  [Jingingr] 

Secondly,  that  which  is  tranfls^tcd  camming  ttf  out  of  the  Und 

For  the  word  \^finging'}  the  Septuagint  have  it  thus.  She 
JbaU  he  humhledi  A  ftrangc  tranflation  you  will  fay ;  how 
much  different  i>  it  from  this  in  oar  bookesj  She  JhiUlfing  I  I 
finJe  divers  tranHate  the  words  (b  \^lbe (kail be htmhledT]  Cjril^ 
Theodoret,  and  he  carryeth  it  thus,  that  (he  (hall  be  hoHiblcd  by. 
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tbe  Affyriins,  as  (he  was  before  humbled  by  the  Egyptians.  But 
certainlythe  words  cannot  be  carry  cd  lb,  fork  i^  l^okenofaf- 
cending,  of  comming  up  out  ot  the  land  of  Egypt.  But  they 
might  cafUy  miftake  in  tranflating  the  words ,  bccaufc  the  He- 
brew word  figi-iifieth  both  hun^Uvit^  and  it  figniHethlikewife 
€ccinit  and  camtivit^  both  to  be  kumkle^  aiid  toftng.  The  Hebrews 
divers  times  by  the  fame  woid  fct  forth  contrary  things;  As 
"|la  f)%mR<x)\\>oi\itobUf[e^n<itocHrfc^  many  there  might  be 
named  in  the  fame  kinde* 

This  word  likcwile  that  istranflatedy7i»gi»f,  fignifieth,  fand 
foitistranflatedby  fomej  Rejfondehii^  Jhc  fh^U  unjwer  ,  and  I 
findeavery  excellent  note  from  it  in  Cjril^  and  lom«  others; 
SheJhMBanfwerMs  in  thaUjes  0fherj4Hth  :  What  anfwcr  did 
(he  make  ?  Thus,  God  in  the  daycs  of  her  youth ,  when  (hee 
came  dbt  of  Egypt,  did  bring  her  to  his  Covenant,  and  gave  his 
laadtoher,as£AW.ip.5,6.  N^w  therefore^  ((ait h  God)  ifj^f^ 
wiUQbejmy  voyceindeedy  andkeefemj  CovcnAnfy  thenjeJhaUbe 
a  pecfilsAr  trtdfure  unto  me  ^bevi  41II  peofle  ^  (A  fvveet  promifc 
to  all  in  Covenant  with  God,  that  ikcyfl^dB  be  d  pecniiar  tred* 
fkremnto  him  Above  all  people,^  Now  verfe  8,  u4ll  the  people  an* 
fwered  together  and /aid,  all  that  the  Lordhathjf^okin  we  wiH  doe. 
Thus  they  anfwercd  him  in  thedaytsof  their  youth,  fo  fome 
would  carry  it,  they  fhould  anfvver  ai  in  the  dayes  ©f  their  youth, 
when  they  came  up  our  of  the  land  of  B^ypt ,  as  if  the  mi^aning 
{heuld  be  thus ;  whereas  C  od  in  the  dayt^s  pf  their  youth  did  tell 
them,  that  ifthej  would  k^epe  hu  Covenant,  they  (hould  be  api- 
culiar  treafun  unto  him  above  allpepple  of  the  catth^they  all  with 
one  confent  anfwered,  AU  that  the  Lo^  hathjpoken  that  will  wee 
dae :  So  (alth  God, when  I  fhall  againc  convert  them  to  my  fclfe, 
I  willrenew  my  Covenant  with  them,  and  upon  the  dcclarati* 
on ofinyCovenanito them, they (hoU freely,  readily,  andwil- 
linglj  anfwer.  Lord  we  accept  of  thy  Covenant.  Thus  it  iscar- 
tycdby  fome,  and  theexpcfiiion  is  very  fweet. 
.  But  We  (hsdl  >oyne  both  the  {igniHcations  of  this  word  toge^ 
tjier,  both  tojtng,  and  to  anfwer  •  And  that  I  take  indeed  to  bee 
themeamngof  the  Spirit  of  God ,  they  ikall  fing  bv  way  of 
anfwering;  Thus,  they  wer^  wont  to  ling,  4//rr«irff*^rii,  they 
were  wont  in  their  joyful!  fbngs  to  anfwer  one  another,  his  pra^ 
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cininuhm  idiufuscitimibm,iaitkt  (ingii^  before^  itA  ^mt  an- 
fwering.  So  that  it  was  tx>ra  bare  ilnging »  but  a  (inging  of  a 
C4HM0m  Jramatlctpff^ or Gxh^kindt 01  longj  as  they  did  an* 
fwet  ene  another  in  their  (inging.  And  thus  (faith  Cod^  (hall  be 
the  melody  of  my  people^  when  i  am  againe  reconciled  to  them 
upon  their  repentance,there  (hall  be  mutuall  (ingi'ngyone  fingir^ 
to  another,  and  the  others  anfwcring  in  a  joyfull  way. 

The  other  word  to  be  opened,  is  that  which  is  tranflatcd, 
camming  uf  out  effhc  Idnd  ff£fypt.  The  Word  you  have  in  four 
bookcs  icsme  uf2  it  is  afctndtd ,  as  in  the  day  wheifthey  afccB* 
ded  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  we  are  to  take  notice  of 
the  manner  of  the  exprefTion,  becauie  it  will  afford  teas  a  pro* 
fitablenote  anon.  They  afcendedout  ofthe  land  of  Egpt,  partfy 
becaufe  Egypt  was  a  countrey  that  lay  verylow^  and  inttut  re- 
fpeft  they  may  be  faid  t^  dfcend.  But  that  is  not  the  chiefe  *  they 
were  in  a  low  condition  ,  they  were  in  a  ftate  of  bondage^  and 
in  that  regard  they  were  faid  u  dfifnd. 

The  fecond  thing  to  be  (hewed  is  the  fcopc ,  what  the  Spirit 
of  God  aymeth  at ,  Thej  fidB  fing  su  in  the  ddjes  $f  their  j^mh 
when  thej  Afeendedent  tfthe  iMdefEffft.  Reade  it  ib^nd 

It  is  a  further  expreilion  of  the  nuptiall  fdiemnity  that  there 
ihould  be  bet  weene  God  and  his  people,  in  the  time  of  their  re^ 
conciliation,  (for  fo  I  have toldyou formerlv  >  that  God  gecth 
along  in  this  fecond  paA  of  the  (Chapter  in  tnat  contintted  Alle- 
gory, to  ihcw  his  bringing  of  his  people  to  him  in  a  way  of 
iTiarriage,  in  a  betrothing  way»  which  afterward  is  cxpreft 
more  fully  ;  and  all  thewayGodexpreffethit,  id  in  the  man- 
ner of  Nuptiall  folemoitics ; )  As  if  he  (hould  fay,  Mar^ 
riage  is  an  ordinance  I  have  appointed  for  mutuall  joy  and 
delight,  that  the  man  and  wife  (hoiild  have  oi^e  in  the  other,  (o  I 
will  bring  you  and  marry  you  to  myfelfe ,  and  there  (hall  be  t 
great  deale  of  joy  that  I  will  have  in  you ,  and  you  (hall  bave^  in 
mc;  there  (hall  be  the  (inging  of  the  f/^i^W^mfiyiii,  the  Nupti- 
all fong  between^  us ;  there  fliall  be  a  time  of  abundance  onrc* 
joycing  betweeneus,  when  I  (hall  take  you  againelo  my  felfe. 
Doe  you  think  with  your  felves,  when  was  the  greatmtiine 
of  joy  that  ever  you  hid  in  your  lives ;  Know  I  will  brii^  you  to 
zt  much  J  oy  as  ever  yet  you  had.    Look  what  mercy  you  had 

when . 
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wben  ym  came  out  of  the  bnd  of  Egypt,  and  re|oyced  in  it,  you 

(hall  hereafter  have  mercies  as  great  ts  that.  Did  I  then  appeare 
in  a  miraculow  way  to  you  ?  I  will  do  fo  again.  Had  you  mer- 
xies  that  were  promiied  long  beforei  and  re/oyced  in  them? 
you  (hall  ba?e  t  he  like  again .  Had  you  mercies  that  you  a  long 
time :  prayed  for  be&re  ?  you  (hall  have  t^e  like  again.  Did 
M0fes  and  Miriam  go  befdkre  you  in  (uiging^  and  you  Allowed 
after  f  there  (hall  be  the  like  time  again,  when  both  governours 
and  people  ihall  joyne  together  in  (inging  and  pray(ing  the  name 
ofthelird.    This  is  the  icope. 

The  third  thing  is, what  is  meant  by  the  JUjts  ef  thtir  jemb  f 
The  dayts  of  their  youth  is  the  fame  that  afterward  is  expreO, 
and  the  day  when  they  cameup  out  c^theland  of  E^pt,that  is, 
the  time  when  they  were  delivered  out  of  6ondage,aneKhey  had 
paft  thorough  the  Red-fca,  and  had  fcene  the  great  workes  of 
God  m  their  deliverance^then  was  the  day  of  their  ycluth.  Ur.  2 . 
^.IwiBremfmkirtbt  kjndcaejfe  of  thy  youth  when  thon  foUowedft 
me  in  the  wi/Jerneffe.  The  time  that  this  people  were  deliver- 
ed from  Pbarodh,  and  faw  the  great  workcsof  God  in  the  wiU 
dernefle  is  the  time  of  their  youth,  in  the  time  of  their  bondage ; 
they  did  not  outwardly  appeare  to  be  the  lords ;  but  when  God 
tMvnfcdcd  himfclf  fo  glor;oufly  in  their  deliverance,  then  God 
di4  as  it  weretake  them  again  to  be  his  people,  and  they  did 
feemettitwerethento  be  borne  agatn^  and  the  tiqpe  of  their 
being  in  the  wildei^eiTe  was  Gods  tray  ning  them  up  as  it  were 
int^elr  youth.  For  a.  people  that  are  under  bondage  can  fca^cc 
be  &id  to  be  born^they  are  but  as  ihcEnitrjo  at  leaft  m  the  womb 
in  that  prifoD*  They  cannot  be  faid  to  be  a  people  when  they  are 
under  bondagCt  at  leaft  tjyy  are  not  a  living  people*  Hence 
Chap.i3.oftbisprophcnerwhen  they  were  in  bondage  under 
'leroi94ms  wicked  commands,  the  itxt  faith  ver.  x.  that  tiley 
died^fyhenEphrMim^MkSttrimilwg^  if$  Jfr^lhc  exMlud/him* 
felfi  $Ht  when  he  offended  in  BseUjjeiyed.  A  people  under  bon- 
dage are  as  a  dead  people:  beforethey  have  their  liberty,  they  are 
to  be  accounted  as  not  borne  j  and  if  they  lofe  their  liberty  they 
are  to  be  efteemed  as  if  they  loft  thdrlives. 

But  here  a  queftion  arifeth.    How  can  God  haverefereoce  to 
this  time,and  teUthem  they  ihall fing  as  then,whereasin  the  be- 
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them,  he  tcflcth  themhe^ifl  fct  tficm  as  in  Ae  day  whfiteiti 
they  wete  borne  ?'fo  that  to  be  broiiglit  tothc  fetoe  condition! 
fhcy  were  in,   is  a  threatning  ;  H<w*thcn  ia  it  hetfc  t  pro- 
mil*?      .         •    ,  .".*•• 

the  arifwer  to  tktt  is,  tf  ii  tfne,the  tinM*  whett  tlK^  cin^?  op 
6utofBfyf)twas^*iiid^atitneof  tfittchrfidty,  bottfhey  wtit 
in  great  ftraits  irt^  regard  of  extcmall  helps,  asa  fiiccoixrkfl^, 
helplefle,ancl  llriftldre  people,  when  thereforcGod  threatncth  to 
fet  them  as  in  theda^  wherein  they  wtr<!borne,Wc  oncfy  aymcth 
at  that,  that  is,  tobrmgthemintoafaccottrlelfe,  hclplefle,  «nd 
fliiftlefle  conditioi>  in  regard  of  creature-helps  as  formeri^tfecy 
were.  But  when  God  promtfes  mercy,and  telleth  thtftn  he  will 
bring  them  into  that  condition  they  were  in  their  youth,  he  doth 
not  confidcr  of  their  foccourlerte,  and  fbiftleff?  conditidOi   but  I 
rather  looks  at  a!l  the  mcrcythey  had  in  their  dHtverance  oat  of  I 
Egy  pt .    As  it  is  a  gteat  afHiftion  for  a  people  tb  be  btou^t  in- 
to the  fame  condition  that  once  they  were  ici,that  is,  to  have  all 
the  fbwre  and  bitter  without  any  of  the  fwect,  fo  it  is  a  great 
privflcdge  for  a  people  to  be  brought  intpafonh^rcondilibn, 
when  they  ftiall  have  afl'thefwicrt  wkhouttTie.lbwtej  wChcn 
God  fliaU  take  away  all  the  brartne;  -and  give  Attn  cnely  the 
Ho  wre,ftrayiieout  all  that  is  evil,  and  ^{ve  them  all  that  is  good, 
tliat  is  a  comfortable  condition:  but  whtti  God  fhall  ftraine  out 
what'is  good,  arid  dvetherti  what  is  fcvil,that  is  a  fed  cdnditjbn, 
and  'that  is  the  tTireatning"  before ,.  and  this  is  the  proniafi 
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The  fourth  thing  for  explication  ia,  whatthefor(g\x'asthat 
they  aid  then  fin^  \h  the  tiiyes  of  f |jir  youth  when  they  bmifc 
up  out  of  the  land  of  Egjpt, 

"that  fimg  of  their?  voq  Ihall  fm^e  Exoiirx,  ^fhenpcn^Mo'- 
pts  And  the  chiltbyn  of  Ifracl  rfm  'fi^gnn^  Wi  LA'il/&C.  atid 
afterwards  you  fhallreade  that  Miriam  "knd  dUt^womin^itSig 
Ul<^wife.  ....  ...         .        • 

In  this  fong  of  theirs,  there  ar^  thefc  five  things  obfcrvc- 
able.  *.'  ' 

'  Fifft,    this  foiTg  of  iMfifif,  ^xtri.  1$.  was:  the  moft  an- 
cyent»the  firftfong  that  tVer  was  in  the  world  that  we  know  of. 
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Secondly,  it  wiasatriamphing  laagiThamfimg  Mitfcs  4t^ 

Whenthej^iftwGods  jodgemausupeDtiie  zivttfyAosj^vkthey 
iang  in  a  triumphing  wajr. 

But  yeu  will  fay^how  could  they  fiogtliusMrhentbeyfaw 
fiich  a  drcadfiill  fpeftadcbcfore  their  cfen  ?  What^  fing  at  iiich  a 
lattii^^le  ob/ed^  whed  the  Egpytiant  wcrefe  mtteraUyde- 
ftroycd,  when  they  were  iprawUng  up  aad  dowp*in  the  vMtif, 
and  it  ialihe  the/heard  their  fiiriekingS|.riieir  dbleftittcriea;  and 
Aw  their  bodies  how  they  were  caft  upon  the  (hare;  And  then 
fkall  Mpfif  and  the  people  of  Ifrael  fing  I  O  cruell  hearted 

{people  that  (houkl  Rtig  at  ^ch  a  hmeptable  objed  at  this ! 
What,  to  triumph  over  their  adrerfaries  thus  feaiftUy  pe^ 
rifiiihg?^        '• 

To  thatVe  anfwer*  We  mnft  not  be  more  pitifoll  then  God 
ii,  ffftl.  5  %.  10.  Ty  ri^ht€9M9^  flmH  rejfjfce  wbenk^fittbtbt  vm- 
gjt^mcejieJlHilt  wnjh  hi^fM  in  ikt  U90d  iff  thi  mcM* 

But  you  will  fay^tdis  is^infterity^iey  arc cmelheartedrpfople 
thatfiialldofo.     .        !   ^^  .  4. 

Not  Co  neither.  -Miifej  was  the  oieekeft  tnan  that  ever  li- 
ved uponthe  face  of  theeafth^  the  lovingcft  man  except  Cbuft 
that  ever  was ;  yet  M^fts  fang  thi^  when  heiaw  the  Egyptians 
(Mlrtyedf^jfbtbaet6r(^4eciii  Gods  jodgemdnls  ^^f^  the 
ungodf^^mty  ftind  witn  mtfieknefle  and  qtiietncffeof  i^inr^with 
a  loviftgandfwcet  difpo(it{on  as /<«/«/ had* 

It  iiftrur^^oughtndtto  Iniolt  over  wicked  men  is  way-  of 
revenge^m  re^eftof  our  fclvtSjbuc  when  wcMofider  the  righte* 
ons  /u(%ements  of  God  upon  his  ad verfaries^  we  may  be  iwal- 
l«W^tlpid«hCCohfidemtibflofGods|/u£ti€^mdreioyceioit^ 
But  fe^araot  hltoe;eiher  to  be  withpntiamtpitty  and  commife- 
ration  of  the  ^tons  peri(hing;  As  TitmVe^^M  is  faid  to 
weeb.wheb  he  (aw  Che  dcftruftionof  Jenifaiem,  though  bis  c9e- 
miu.Btitflklreiia  tiaae^oi^mmifltt  whoa  j)lL  the  Saints  0araU  be 
fo  Airiaidwcit  apAvilh6od»<^«tfcey  in  tktt  deAiv- 

€)kM/¥eH  in  t  Itf^erifaa  d^lhaAioti  ofafae  wicked,  mt)im  f  he 
kpft  pky^  and  <*inmiferatiefv<9(  them  i  they  fliaU  whoUy  mind 
■'^''  y  Yx  a  ( God 
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God  and  his  glory  withoat  pitying  theiH,  yea  though  they  were  t 
the  fruit  of  their  own  bodies^  and  came  out  of  their  ownl<yy  ns. 
Butfortbeprefent,  though  we  are  to  re  Joyce  and  triumph  in 
tie  worlvot  God  and  l^siudgments upon  the  wickedyyet  with 
fomc  mi)(tureof  pity  and  compaffion  tovlards  their  perfons. 

And  mark  by  the  way  (ome  difFcreoce.bttween  v^ods  affefti- 
on  toward  hi»peoplc,and  toward  wicW  men.  It  is  very  ob- 
TerviMe^  that  when  Gods  people  come  to  be  in  an  afBi<^ed  con- 
dition^ if  thenc  fiiaUbe  any  that  d^te^to  be^\v«:ked«sto  re* 
Joyce  \ti  that/jod  will  avenge himfelfeon  them ;  yeai(  they  do 
but  iocik  upon  his  fcrvants  that  are  tn  afBidion  with  any  kind  of 
contentmentjthe  Lord  will  be  avenged  on  them  for  it.But  when 
the  wicked  aredeftroyedy  God  doth  not  oiiely  give  us  leave  to 
lookattheoijbut  torgoyeeandnogin  praiics  to  Clod  for  their 
tlcftroAion. 

i  will  giveyou  a  Text  for  this,  Obnd.  verfe  1 2.  Th$»fi0Midefi 
n^t  Adve  t§§kedcn  tki  daj  ofiby  hr^thtrjncither  ^9Hld^h$m  have 
rfjiyced  $ver  thf  cbilJrrn  ifiuJUh  im  the  Jay  ^f  their  de^ttSHm. 
.  Mark^Godhtthaquairell  a^inftthem  that  did  but  look  upon 
the  di|y  ^chcir  brothers  difl^e(re*anKbiejQyce«  ^ut  when  de- 
ftruAion  commeth  upon  tfif  enemies  of  God^  then  the  people  of 
Cod  may  looke,  and  rtjoyce»  tnd  triumph. 

*  Thirdly,  it  is  a  fong  moA  ixd^ll^t.  in  regard  of  the  elegancy 
of  the  »prcfEons,aiS  variety  of  th^  matter?  For  yerfe  i  .*  Hee 
hdihtrJumfbedglvrim^y^QiiJAm  H^i^ktc^megigriQmfy giwi^ 
^ttiy  dr,  in  tttagnifying  himfifife^  bee  h^fh  m^nifig^  htrnfilft. 
What  an  elegant  eicpreffion  is  here  1  He  it  ntdgn^d  dhave  the 
magnificent^  fo  ibme^  All.Gbds  wofliSareglori»us»  butfome 
are  glorioufly  g^ous ;  and  foi ^  (bis  worke  pf  God  toward  his 
-pdopie.   •  ,.n"'  '.'.:!       :    «.  r'^/^  V  .  'V*^  >-, 

Rivet  baih  a:  good  [ndteopon  thia;'  ThegfratlA.glory  pf 
God^  wherein  he  is  moft  gloriou^i  it  is  in  dping^gpt^  ta  his 
own  people i  fo  (fothJie)  great  ineiiibouldacc^iit  their 
glory  not  in  fpoiliag  othe£»,  cfpeciaUy  tjtto^  that  ar«  their 
owfie,  biit  indoiiig  jjodd^  that  :W!a«)ttegriPitgloay  <*  God 
^herciohe  was^gbtioQflygkrieMj  in  Mveriog  ot  ^jppy^ 
plcytiot  in  fbotUngthe»:  hi  J^mf  14. 10^  tksr^ '  ^.  tlffj^tiicd  a 
S/l0n0m^shUlMrJAflta^ktlimg<^£0f^jl09f,  upffO^ii^^pm^ 
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Yea  he  threaftiethhiifedl.  The  fied  ^f  iviU.J$€rs  Jhdimever  h 
rencwned.hecmSt  hehad  dcfftroy  td  his  lancj^and  fpoiled  and  flain 
his  people^his  own  people. 

Againe^theelegancicof  thisibng  isinthofe  expreflions  that 
are  in  the  abftra^ft ;  He  is  Fartitmd^  mca,  and  Lum  mfts,  and 
SaJm  me  A :  He  is  mj/hength,  and  my  fnUfCy^nA  myfrnlvtuUn^ 
allintheabftrad. 

So  in  that  elegant  Efi^honenM^  or  ptthetkaU  emptioo  of  fpi- 
rit,  which  though  it  (liouid  have  been  In  ffaeclofeas  comptehen- 
jdii^alltheteft^yet  he  breakes  forth  in  the  midft  of  the  fong, 
verfc  I.I.  Wk9  *r  likiunt9  ihee,  O  Lvrd?  gUrhm  tit,  hit- 
nejfe ,  fidrfmM  in  frdifes ,    doing  wondtrs.    In  Ynany  other 

Iftarticulats>-wee  might  (hew  ammdance  of  elegancie  in  this 
bug. 

/TourtUy,  it  \%  not  ondy  narratire  of  what  was^  but  prophcti- 
ctU  of  what  is  to  come.  A  Propheticall  (ovi%,The  Dnhs  ^fEdom 
fidt  te  amoKjedjtht  mighej  men  $fM0iiA  iremtling^c^e.  ver.  1 5 . 

Fiftiy,  It  is  typical! 9  that  is,  a  fong  that  doth  typifie  out 
the  rejoycing  pf  Gods  people  in  after  time,  when  the  Saints 
fliall  overcome  Antichriit,  then  the  fong  ofMtfef  Aialibc  (iing 
over  a^^aine  s  That  is  a  very  obfnvablc  place,  XevcL  15.  2,3. 
ofthbfc  that  overcome  the  bctft,  the  text  faith,  Thcy/^^g  the 
fongif  At$fes^  that  is,  they  liing  that  foog^  which  this  o^  Mc- 
fit  was^but  atype  oK 

Sittiy,* according  to  fome^  this  fong  waa  a  miraculous  fongi 
fo^farj^i^M^hatbitinhisTradate,  Dt  mirMbiUhni  ^criftHr^^ 
a  Mirade'wonhy  xA  admiration  without  meafure. 

Wherein  did  be  think  the  Miracle  «f  this  fong  to  be  ? 

|n  this,  that  he  imKined  that  both  Mofes  and  all  the  peo^de^ 
Were  at  one  inftant  infpired  by  Goil  to  (ing  this  Jong:  this  is  that  J 
^chhttKf>eene  thoi^t  by  foiiie.  But  wee  are  not  able  to  ' 
flukeeucrhattherewasfuch  a  miracle  at  this  time,  but  rather 
Goiin<pired  Mcfts  only,  and  the  other  people  followed  M^fts 
ti^lefungihislpng.  ■  ■   , 

•  InDtdttherathesfoirtbia,  becauA;  hereby  ^e  may  fee  that 
(ingiiigisari  Ocdtnanc^i'iti  the  Church  of  (jod  ,  not  ondy  in 
xhe  time  of  the.  law*  but  inthcti^ne  oftbeGoipd,  fottUa 
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iplak^  Ajm^^^jg  m  Iff  t^Mj^afbar  f$mk ,  ia  fpokrn  oftbc 
tikic dtdicGo^pAr  Thtfrefort  not  onrly  wicsn  cmeoi«nhft(h 
-aa  e^ttraortUnsry  gifr,  (  as  the  Scripture  ipeakes ,  if  t»y  one  btth 
a  Pftlcne,  an  extraordinary  gift  in  the  Congregation  ol  makiog 
a'Pfalme)  thatfaefhould  (tn^,  but  it  is'^an  ordinance  to  joyne 
with  others  who  have  the  gift  ol  making  a  Pfalme ;  fo  were  the 
:  people  to  doe  here. 

The  fifth  thing  to  be  enouirea  after  is,  the  reafon  of  their  fig- 
ging y  what  caufe  they  had  cfaos  to  iuig  in  the  dayes  ef  tkeir 
:}^Outh.  * 

The  reafon  was  bccaufe  of  thek  great  delirerance  they  had^ 
from  Egypt ,  and  therein  indeed  are  many  things  caniiderahle, 
that  will  afli^rd  untoos  many  eaccellent  obfcrvations. 

Firft,  then  they  fang  becaufe  of  thdr  fiseecbme  from  out waql 
bondage.  Bondage  hath  three  things  in  it. 
-  {.  When  any  one  is  under  the  powvr  of  another  J  ubderany 
Law  without  his  confent  given,  either  explicite  or  impUcite^  . 

t,  Whenhe forethanotfaer without  any i«(|ieAtoittsowne 
good;  onelyayming  atthefatisfying  otxhewiilof  htm.  whom 
hcdothferve.  *      / 

3 .  When  he  is^rced  t6  doe  whatfae  doth  with  rigour. 
.  Hereyou may  feethe difierencebetweene a  frtc6i>)eAy  and 
a  flave ;  no  fteefubjed  is  bound  to  any  I^ws  o^men,  as  tnens 
Laws ,  but  fuch  as  fome  way  or  other  he  giveth  his  ownconfcnt 
unto;  thus  itis  withus  in  England^thatisthedlfierencebetween 
\X9  and  the  Turks,  who  are  (laves,  they  ire  bound  mecftLy  tothe 
will  of  thdfe  above  them;  but  in  Endand,  every  frdeholder,fiimc 
way  or  other  gives  con(entto  whatioevcr  Law^he  i^  i)bundurv 
to^  therefbreth^e  is  non^canchaUengeanyfiuther  power  over 
him  by  any  Law,  but  what  he  hatheithernpUcitdy  olrimpli- 
citelygiveri  his  own  confent  unto.  *  .  —  / 

'  Secondly,  he  is  a  flave  that  is  (breed  to  obey,  without  any  re- 
fpeft  of  good  to  himfelfe ,  but  onely  to  fatisfie  the.  wiUof  luflgi 
whom  he  doth  obey.  There  is  no-mch  diftai!ice  betweene  one 
man  and  another,  that  one  (hooldferve  another,  Vfithout  rd^^ 
to  his  o  Wn6  good.  Indeed  thare  is  fiich  a  diftance  oetweene 
God  and  us,  that^e  more  we  arc  fwallowed  up  in  aymii^at 
God,  andthe  leflTe  weaymeatoiir  ielves,  it  is  the  better  £erviois 
^:>        T   bat 
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IWtthcftefenotfiichadKtoncebetweeneinenand  racn  ,  wc  are  j  Leijl.i^. 
n^t  bound  to  fcrve  mjm ,  but  in  ibme  ayme  and  rcfpeft  to  our 
ovttit  go©d|  fo  farrc  as  it  concernes  mcft .  Therefore  in  England, 
when  any  thing  i^granted  to  the  King,  it  is  iifually  fo,  as  to  feiici 
op  fome other  Bill,  that  may  bcfor  the  goodoFthe  fiibjed ,  as 
I  giving  him  fomewhat,  butwithall  eicpeding  foim  good  and 
benefit  from  him  to  them.  Indeed  inour  ftrvice  to  men,  wee 
areroaycntatGod^and  in  the  condition  God  hath  put  us^.to 
fteke  toglorifie  him^tnbre  then  to  pr6vidt  fca- ear  fclves ;  kat  fo 
far  as  our  feryice  hath  regard  to  man  only,  and  \ock$  no  further 
thwjn  liim,we  2^  qot  bound  to  ierve  him,further the  with  refpeft 
to  our  fclvn  &  the  good  of  others.  Whtrforc  fub jcds  may  know 
thttthcyaretiot^mad'emeerelyfor  the  will  of  thofc  that  arca- 
bdVe*he<n,they  i<<deedfervcthem,  but  they  fcrve  them  fir  the 
•good^hcy'tt^ertfttHn  them. 

Th^  third  fs  td^ferveout  of  love ,  land  tiot  to  have  onely  rigo- 
rous Laws  to  force  them  to  fuch  fcr vice. 

Nbv<^  the  people  bflfrael  wwe  under  bondage  in  all  thefe 

thtefchsfteifls.  Firft,they  were  forced  to  fcrvc  without  any  con* 

firnt  at  au«  Secondly,  they  that  did  goveme  them,  did  not  at  all 

ayme  at  their  good;  It  isnomatferforthem,  let  themperifli 

'  as'dogSjWe  will  have  our  worke  done^  and  well  done  too.  When 

ttten  fliall  ^vef  ne  fo  ts  they  care  not  w  hat  become  of  thonfahds 

ofothersllo  they  may  have  their  wils  iatisfied,  this  is  to  make 

fretfubjj^iStsbdfndnaves.  And  thirdly,*  all  was  done  out  ofrir 

goitr,  they  forced  fVofl/i  the  people  what  they  did,  as  for  their 

iove't  hey  cared- not  for  that.  Wherefore  when  tbty  were  freed 

fifoto  tjicfe  thrte  things,  they  fiing,  and  they  had  caufe  fo  to  doe. 

Secondly,  they  fung  when  thty  came  out  oFthe  land  of  E- 

cypt,  becauffc  they  werenot  ondym  bondage  in  Egypt ,  but  in 

bondage  miderfbch  a  King  as  they  Were.  I^€tf,  conlidcr  who  it 

tvas  they  werein  bondage  unto,  and  then  to  be  delivered  from 

I  iuth  a  one,  you  will  fee  a  great  dcaleof  caUfe  of  finging. 

Pirft,  they  were  bondflavcs  to  a  King  of  another  Nation. 
SpmctimcscountrcyandlciBdredfiike  moves  compaffiwi,  but 
befog  they  are  another  people,  to  whom  I  have  ro  relation,  but 
onely  to  ferve  myowneturneofthtm,  it  is  no  mat'terwhat 
becomes  of  them:  kt  become  of  them  whatwillj  will  have  my 
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Secondly ,they.  were  bondflavcs  to  a  King  that  ruled  by  tn  ar- 
bitrary government,  there  was  But  onely  his  will  for  the  Law, 
he  woutd  impofe  what  <Vorkeandtaske«  he  t^eafed,  how  many 
bricks  th(ry(hoald  make,  and  when  he  pleated  takeaway  their 
ftraw,  and  yet  tie  them  to  the  makir^  or  fo  many.  He  governed 
them  not  by  Law,  but  by  WilJ. 

Thirdly,  they  were  in  bondage  under  a  cruell  King ,  for  the 
King  of  Egypt  in  the  Scripture  is  called  a  Dragon  ,  tor  bjs 
<:mclty,  £*e<,a3.j.  1  dm dgaipfithe^ Pharaoh^  ^^^g^f^fff^i 
the  great  Drdg0n. 

Fourthly,  they  were  in  bondage  to  a  King  that  was  an  onna- 
turall  Kii^  unniturall  in  this ,  that  whereas  the  predc(c/lbrs  ot 
theliraeliteshad  faved  Egypt  from  pcri{hiQg,.Uved  the  King 
and  his  family  &om  ddlradion ;  yet  now  $  without  any  r^ard 
to  what  was  done  in  former  times  by  their  predece(fi>rs,  having, 
this  power  over  them,  iieopprcfles  them  in  fuck  anutmaturaU 
way,  fe  as  not  to  care  what  becomes  of  chem^ 

Hfchly,  they  were  in  bondage  under  a  I^ngthatextreamly 
hated  them,  aiid  that  is  a  (ad  thing.  The  text  faith,  Gemj^^.^z. 
The  Egjftiani  might  net  eate  hreadmth  the  Hetrews^  fer  that^is 
an  abomination  to  the  Egjftiient* 

Sixtly,they  waein  bondage  under  a  wilfull  King,  under  one 
who  was  extreamly  fet  upon  his  wil;  we  fcarce  rcade  of  any  one 
that  ever  was  fo  fet  upon  his  wil  at  this  King  was,  thcrfbrethcy 
expreife  this  in  their  tong  which  they  fiing  when  they  came  out 
t  of  Egypt,  £^^i  15.9.  bleffiug  God  that  thty  were  delivered 
I  fr«m  fuch  a  wilfnU  prince  as  he  was.  In  that  9.  ver.  lour  times 
hefaith[^I  will^J'^^'  f**^f^^>  IwiSoveriakfp  IwiU  dhd^tbe 
^oiie^  I  win  draw  mj/fwordy^nd  the  5 .  time,  my  InfiJhaUhefatisp' 
edufon  them:  but  of  this  before,to  bc  flaves  tofuch  a  one  fo  wil- 
foil,  was  a  very  hard  condition,  the  like  wiUidlncfle  hath  been 
already  noted  of  the  Kiogof  Babylon,  and  oona  the  like  to  tbciie 
two  ;  the  text  fpeaks  ^  their  deliverance  in  part  fiom  under 
the  King  ok  Babylon  alfo,  as  if  he  (hould  fay,  you  did  fing  whtn 
you  came  up  out  o(  Egypt  oierrily,  and  joymUyt  becaufc  you 
were  delivered  from  fuch  a  cruell  wilfull  King,  you  (hallung 
ib  agatn,for  you  /hall  be  delivered  again  from  as  cruiell  and  wil- 
full a  King  as  he  was;  for  though  not  all  the  ten  tribes  came  back. 
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Xaftly^  ttey  were  in  bondage  under  tfurpitioiuitndjeilMis 
King^  left  they  Oiould  growe  to  a  hcad^  and  io  rife  <igainfi  hinr, 
one  that  thoagkt  be  could  net  confide  in  them.  It  is  a  fad  tUng 
^hcn  thertare  fiichfuipitions  betwixt  King  and  people.or  peo- 
|>lc  and  Kingjthat  chcy  cannot  tell  how  to  confide  and  tmft  one 
mtkc  other* 

WeU  might  they  Jiftg  therefore  in  the  ddyts^  their  j$mh^ 
when  they  came  uf  out  of  the  lMicfEgjft\ 

Thirdly,  they  fang  when  they  came  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,becaufc  they  were  freed  from  what  hindered  them  in  the 
cxercife  of  Religion.  Hence-*f ^/  told  Pharenhjthat  thej  mmfi 
ge  three  ddjes  jetnrntj  inte  the  wildernejfe  tefacrifice  unto  the 
Lord  their  C?^^;  they,  could  not  fiicriiice  in  Egypt,  therefore 
when  they  got  freedom  to  ^orifice  to  God^  this  oeing.  a  great 
mercy , they  fang  praifcs. 

.    FonrtUy,  they  iang,  becaufe  their  deliverance  out  of 
l^pt  was  wrought  with  a  mighty  hand.  The  Lord  hsth 
triumphed  gterietifly ,  hath  been  ^lerieujlj  gUrious ;    fp  the 
words  are.    And  ver.  6.  and  7*  marke  what  the  text  faith, 
Thj  rifht  h^d,  0  Lord^  it  hecnrne  gletieui  in  fewer,    ^hth^nd 
ef  Gei  is  Gods  ftrength  |  but.  the  h^d  ef.Ged  in  few^  is  a 
greater  expreffion.  ThkiXyfiedsrightb^dinjn^er.  Fourthly, 
the  right  ^Ged  isglerieHs  in  fewer,  this  is  a  mighty  expreffien, 
iiirelv  great  was  the  work  of  God  in  their  deliverance.    Yea 
and  hi^er,  Mni  i6dt  h^AJbf.  thegrentnefe  efins  arme^neft  ork 
ly  Gods  hnndihat  hi^  ^tmte^^d  thegreofneffkrf  hi§  ^me  .^as  in : 
thiswork.  And't^r^ji.Jnehej^entp^Jfkefithine'exieibncy;^^      ' 
titndine  eelfitttdmuex^ellentiajkferii^el^jome^mt^^ 
of  thine  excellency  »in  the  multitude  of  thy  height|ofthy  elation 
•f  the  lifdoe  up  of  Ihy  Ijblfe  in  a  kiddeiE^f,  !^^ 
that  iitittnflated'^^^iirmr/.thesrl^gi^  Now! 
Cod  did  this  in  the  mnltitude  rf^ieexceHenejiytbat  Is^  he  didfiich  i 
i  worke  toward  his: pec^le,  as  had  ranuitkude  t>f  glorious- 
works  in  it,  which  ifyou  conldanalyfc,anatomis^*  you  ihould 
finde  a  multuude  ofghodous  excellencies  in  it.  Well  might  i 
they  fing,  when  God  did  manifeft  himfelfc  thus.  AU  thefr  wiU 
a&rdDS€xcclUiit.dnd;fwcecdUer^k^^                '^il 
Yyy                              FiPtheri 


Left.14. 
7- 


An  M^B/ifUm  ff 


Chap.2, 


I, 


Further^  they  (aog^vribeDtbe^reune  ufr  out  o&he  lindof  E- 
gypt  9*  bcoaufe  this  mercy  was  the  fulfilling  df  a  promife  mtdc 
long  before.  Therefore  the  Saipture  telleth  us^  That  at  the  end 
«/  43  o.yearesy  e^en  the  felfe  fame  day^  the  heafis  ef  the  Lerd-mnt 
eut  of  the  ^^i^ul  ef  Egypt ;  which  hath  reference  to  a  pro- 
mifei  aitd  ftieweth.  Us  diat  God^hept  his  word  to  a  very  day. 
Hence  in  the  fccond  verfe  of  that  fifteenth  of  Exodiu,  Heumy 
God^lwiifrefarehimanhahitatien^  my  fathers  Ged^  andlr^B, 
exalt  him  ;  As  if  he  (hould  have  faid ,  O  Lord  then  didft 
make  promifes  to  our  forefatherSi  now  thou  hafl:  fulfilled  tho(e 
premifeS)  thou  art  our  God  and  our  Fathers  God.  This  made 
them  fing  fo  merrily. 

6.  It  was  a  mercy  that  was  got  by  much  prayer/or  txod.'^.j. 
iJL  is  ikid/hey  cried  tiMtcGed  hf  reafen  of  their  affiiSHo^s,  there 
were  many  cryesfcntupto  God  before  their  deliverance,  and 
now  being  delivered^this  made  them  fing. 

7.  It  was  a  mercy  that  came  after  a  fore  and  long  bondage. 
Laftly,  It  was  a  meroy.  that  they  had  in  order  to  that  great 

mercy  of  leading  them  into  Canaan^therefore  this  they  mention 
as  the  efpcciall  caufc  of  the  joy  of  their  hearts  in  the  1 3  .ver. Thorn 
bafi  guided  thy  feofleim  thjftrengthtothyholy  habitation,  and 
yer.  1 7.  thottJhaleMHg  themin^  andfUn$  them  in  the  mottntaine 
pfthineinherimice.  ThcholyGhoftfpcaks  here  as  if  the  thing 
wercdonealready^asif  he  (hould  fay  thus,  O  Lord  thou  haft  in- 
deed gttnted  untoiis  a  great  inercy  in  delivering  us  out  of  Egypt^ 
but  hcDein  we  prize  thy  meicy  tl^  itis  iaotder  tothebringing 
of  us.to^hfr  habitatiofv  andit  will  braigitis  at  Icngthtothe 
xtaoiftitaiiie  of  thy  liolyoefle;  it  is  liot  fa  tnucK  that  we  are  de* 
liyerfid  fiom  bondage;  as  that  we  ezpeft  to  be  brought  tothv 
ho]yhabitatioo. 

K  Now.faithtliel«dtyoufhid[liiiigasyoudid  then;. laofi  what 
caofes  y^had  alien  tatfing,y<«AiaU,faavc4di&f«neoauiesco^ 
igaih,wljii?>I  anirepoacitedtoy^];    •'  \   .^ .  .   . 

Thclaftthifagforthcwriicaaioaii^whcB  this  was  fiulfiUcdj 
bttowhattmiothtajotoMTefetcd. 

ThercartfQortiiws.that'this|>ropiiccyaymesat^afctres 
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out  of  their  ciptivicjr  from  Btbjrlon,  thougli  it  is  trae  few  of  the 
ten  tribes  returned,  yet  it  is  dearc  in  Saiptare  that  tntpy  of 
them  did  then  retumc/«ad  had  then  the  beginning  of  this  mercy^ 
andthert  wasjoyand  finging,  i/^.  12.  the  whole  Cliaptcr  is  a 
fong.blcffing  G€Ktfor  their  returne  from  the  taptivity^  Uh^vah 
it  my  (trenj^th^  and  mj  ftng^   hi  dlf$  k  ktcime  mj  fulvMi- 

Secondly  this  prophecte  aymes  at  fpmtuallKrael,  fo  in  the  9. 
:  JCmp.  it  is  applied  to  the  calling  of  Jew  and  Gentile  together; 
when  the  Gofpeli  was  firft  preached,  Jews  and  Gentiles  being 
called  heme^bcceine  the  f pirituall  Ifrael  of  God,  then  there  was 
fingingi  X#9V.  x  5  •  zo.agMn  hi  faith,  rejojce  ji  Gentiles  mth  his 
feofte. 

The  third  time  that  it  referres  unto,  is  the  delivery  of  Gods 
people  from  under  the  tyranny  of  Antichrift,  typify ed  by  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  Egyptians :  for  that^  the  fotmct  place  is  very  full, 
Rrvei.  1 5.  a.  there  vou  (hall  obferve^  Thtfe  that  hoi  gotten  the 
vUlerj  0ver  thi  beaft^smd  •ver  his  image  ^andaver  bis  msrkf,  ami 
rver  the  nnmher  ef  hiifMme^  fi^ed  ttfona  fea  efgUffe  mingled 
withfire^aving  the  harfes  efCod  in  their  hands^ndthej  fang  th^ 
fmgef Msfes^stndf he fengef  the  Laml^e^  faying^  Great  and  mer- 
veihm  are  thy  werkfs  Lerd  Gdd  Almighty  ^jufi  ani  trtte  are  thy 
wayes  thou  King  ef  Saints,  &c.  In  this  fong^which  I  make  no 
queftion  but  this  Scripture  hath  reference  unto,  there  are  divers 
things  eMerveablew    To  takethem  up  briefly  by  the  way. 

Firfl,  That  they  that  fimg  were  thofethat  had  getten  viEtery 
over  the  heafiy  over  his  image,  and  over  his  marks  •  that  is  a  full 
viAory  ,not  onely  abominatingAntichrifl:  himrelf,but  a 
anycharader  of  him,  any  thin^  whereby  they  might 
alW  of  him^to  bef  owned  t^  hul^. 

Setipndly,  They  fieed  ufen  afea  ef  glaffe  mingledwith  fire. 
The  fea  ^gldftyl  find  interpretedjChriftian  Doftrine,fo  called 
for  the  ckamd1bofit,though  not  fo  clear  as  afterward  itfhould 
be,for  there  is  fomedatkenefle  even  in  glaffe,  but  cleare  in  com* 
parifon  of  what  it  was  befx^re  :fbr  a  Kiffg.  S5  •  r  3  •  The  fea  t^as  of 
inijjpr,which  is  far  thicker  and  darker.  But  there  w^sfire  ming- 
led with  this/r^  ofglaffefhax  is,  though  thejr  had  a  clearer  doft- 
rine  then  before,yet  there  were  many  contentions  in  the  Church 
.  Vyj  ^ thorough 
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thoiopgh  many  diflferent  epmions^and  much  divifion  there  was 
even  aoiongft  the  godly.  It  was  a  fad  condition  indeed  >  yet  it 
isordinary,cfpcci5ly  when  Deftrinescometo  be  firft?leared^ 
to  have  great  cowteh?io.ns  grpw  in  the  Churdi  among  god- 
ly men:  It  is  no  wonder  though  good  m^q  ftiould  be  of 
different  opinions  ,  yea  and  have  fomeihtatof  fpirit  one  a- 
gainft  another,  when  the  light  firft  breakes  forth.  When  men 
Vt  in  the  dark  they  fit  rpgeth€r,and  walk  not  at  fiich  a  diftance; 
but  when  light  cpmc?i  itcannQtb<j  pxpefted  but;  th^e  will- be 
differences.         ...  - 

But  yet  markeithe  godly  then,tbey  did  not  rejeft  theDoftrine, 
becaufc  there  was  fire  mingled  with  it,  becaufc  there  was  heat  of 
contcntion,but  theTcxt  faith  ,rhey  were  there  vith  their  harps  in 
their  hands  J  They  wcfre  profc^gt  his .  Dofti  ine  and  rejoycing 
that  ever  they  lived  to  that  time^?  to  have  the  Golpellfo  dearly 
revealed  unto  thera. 

.  Andthcy/i^^^Af/i^f  <>/iW^yJ/,andnotonelyof^^/f/,  but 
thefiH£ofsheX,4mhQO.  What  was  that?  Firft,;rr4^4i«/ «r^- 
i/Hlem  art  thj  jwr^f/,  ip  that  We  fee  we  are  dc4ivcred  ftofli  Anr 
tichriftiau  tzfptidage,. as  the. people of'lii^el  W^re  delivered  froxB- 
Egyptian  bondage  with  a  ir^ighty  band  olP  thine ;  Oh  itis  a  mer- 
veilous  work  ofGod  that  we.ate  thus  at  liberty.  .Therefore 
know  this^thatwhcnibever  the  Charch.ikail  be  delivered  from 
Anticfariftian  ,tx)ndagei  it  (hall  be  a  marvcilouS;  work  of  God, 
therefore  we  piay  not  bcr.difcouraged,  lycau^  we-  meet  witi 
fooie  dirticulties  by  the  way^  for  we  (hall  never  be  delivered,  but 
fo  as  it  (hall  appeare  to  be  a  wonder>  if  we  (hould  be  delivered 
without  dit&caities, we  ihould  not  fee  the  marveilouibeflc  ot  t he 
worke. 

I  urt her^/iirT?  ank  true  are  thi  majes. '  God  in  tjbtt  ddtverance 
will  (hewtheiulfUingof  9^Uhisproi|iifes«  and  he  willfully  fa* 
tisfie  the  hearts  of  his  people  who  have  been  a  long  time  feekine 
him,  and  fufl^ring  for  him.  Whereas  the  adverfariesbecuife 
God  did  for  bear^  a  while  in  his  patience  and  let  them  pro^, 
thought  there  was  no  God\iq  heaven  t(iat  looked  upon  them* 
they  icorned  at  the  faftings^and  prayersjand  faith  of  the  Saints ; 
But  though  the  heartf  of  the  Saints  were  ready  to  fayle^y et  at laft 
they  ihall  hyjufi  snd  true  are  thy  wajes^  Lord  we  now  fee  all 
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thy  good  word  fulfilled>  ill  thy prosiiics  made  good;  now    Left.x^ 
we  (ee  it  is  not  in  vaine  to  feeke  thee,  it  is  not  in  yayne  to  waite 
upon  the.ij,  fovJMjf  dnd  true  are  thy  wdjei. 

O  thou  King  if  Saints.  God  will  appcare  then  to  be  a  King  of 
Saint$,  He  is  indeed  the  King  ofthe  world  now,  and  the  King 
of  his  Saints^  but  he  doth  not  appcare  foclearely ,  thekingdome 
of  JeiiisCnriftas  Kin;  of  Saints  hath  beene  much  darkened  in 
the  world ;  We  haveibmewhat  indeed  of- the  |*rieftly  and  Pi:o* 

£heticall  office  ofChrift  made  knowne  to  us,  but  very  little  of 
is  Kingly  office;  but  when  God  il>all  felly  deliver  Ws  people, 
thepthey  fliall  magnifie  Jefus  Chrill  as  the  King  of  Saints  in 
•nefpeciall  manner. 

laftlv,  they  (hall  lay.  Who  mil  nop  fear  e  thep^  th^u  King  oftHa- 
tions?  A$  if  they  (hould  (ay,  we  fee  now  it  isgood  to.fcare  God, 
we  fee  now  God  hath  made  a  difference  Ixrtweene  him  that 
feareth  him,  and  hi*n  that  fcareth  him  not.  The  ^ngelthsit  John 
UcWfAfoc.  IJ^,6{J.  Fljinginheavcn^  having  the  everlafiing  Go^ 
fptS  to  fre^ch^  crye?  wiUi  aloud  vojfce,  FeareGod^  and  give 
glory  to  him ;  The  feafcot  God  will  be  mighty  upon  the  hearts 
ofthc  Saints  in  thofe  times.  This  (hall  bee  the  long  oi  Mofes^ 
that  this  Scripture  ay  meth  at,  thiey  fhallthus  fing  as  they  did  in 
the  day  is  of  their  youth ,  when  they  came  up  out  of  die  land  of 
Egypt ;  yea  and  rhettuthis,  their  fong  (hall  be  much  more  glo- 
rious. 

The  laft-timt  t  hiis  prophefie  aymcth  at,  is  the  great  calling  of       ^^ 
the  JcwSjthcn  the  Scripture  faith,  MverlaJIing  joyjhall  beufon    Efay  \i. 
their  heads  ,  they /ball  ohaine  gladneffe  andjoj^  AndaB  forrow     ii. 
and  mourning  Jhall  flee  away.  l*hey  ihall  fo  fing,   as  never 
mourne  more  in  this  world,  in  regard  of  an^inalice  and  rage  of 
their  adver&ries.  This  was  notfulBlled  at  their  rcturne  out  of 
the  Babyloniih  captivity ,  therefore  there  is  yet  a  time  for  the 
fblfiUiogofit,  and  the  Scripture  is  cleare  about  the  fulfilling 
it,cven  in  this  world ;  that  place  Revel.  2 1 .4.  is  a  repetition  of 
that  prophecy  Jie  faith  there,  God  Jhall  wife  away  all  tcaresfrom 
their  eyes  y  and  thore  Jhall  bono  moreforrow  nor  ^ying.  When 
Jews  and  Gentiles  {hall  joyne  together,  then  they  (hall  fingii> 
deed  to  purpofe,  as  they  did  in  the  dayes  of  their  youth ,  when 
they  came  up  out  bf  the  Und  of  Egypt. 
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ftian  bon- 
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then  E- 
gyptian. 
2. 


Ap?c.i8 
4. 


Ohfervdpions. 

Firft,  it  is  a  gretc  mercy  for  people  to  be  delivered  from  out- 
ward bondage.  It  will  be  foupd  a  great  mercyiwhen  the  worl4 
Ihall  be  delivtred  from  their  outward  bondage,  when  men  (haU 
ieethey  were  borne  free  men,  and  not  flaves »  though  fiibjeds  , 
yet  not  flaveSj  when  men  (hall  fee  that  the  world  was  not  made 
for  twemy  or  thirty  to  dee  what  they  lift»  and  they  to  account  all 
the  teft  as  beafti^  yea  dogs;  as  if  it  were  not  fo  much  for  the 
lives  of  theufands  of  them  to  goe,  as  tor  their  humours  and  lufts 
not  to  be  fiititfied ;  but  when  men  (hall  kno  w^  that  they  are  men 
and  not  beafts,  and  fo.fliall  live  like  nen>  and  not  like  beafts^  to 
be  at  the  will  of  others,  this  will  be  a  great  mercy. 

But  to  be  deliver^  fiomAntichriftian  bondage,  is  a  greater 
mercy ,  then  it  was  for  the  children  of  Ifracl  to  "bee  delivered 
from  their  Egyptian  bondi^e.  For, 

Firft^  when  they  were  in  Egyptian  bondage  9  wee  reade  not 
that  their  coniciences  were  forced ,  that  they  were  forced  at  all 
toanyialfeworibip.  P/rjr^^ir  did  not  thiSi  but  Antichrift  for- 
ces to  Idolatry.  ^  .  * 

Secondly,  though  PbdrM$b  layed heavy  taskes  andWdiens 
upon  them,  yet  he  did  not  kill  them^indeed  at  length  they  killed 
their  firft  borne,  but  the  people  of  Ifrael  themfelves  .mieht  have 
their  lives  ft  ill,  though  with  hardfliip.  But  Antichrift  thkfts 
for  blood;  Papifti  are  bloody  men. 

Thirdly,  It  was  the  afHidion  of  Gods  people  to  be  in  bondage 
in  Egy  pr,but  it  was  not  their  fin  :But  to  be  in  bondage  under  An- 
tichrift,isnotonelyamafHidion,butitislm,  and  thatof  ahigh 
nature  too. 

4.  Though  they  were  under  Egyptian  bondage,  yet  they 
were  delivered  from  Egyptian  pla^s ;  but  thoie  that  are  uor 
der  Antichriftian  bondage,  (hall  coine  Under  Aotichriftian 
plagues.  C0me$$/$0fhermyfecfh^  left  jou  be  fsrfsk^r  of  her 
fUgnrs.  You  muft  net  think  to  efcapefo  as  they  cfcaped  outof 
Egypt ;  if  you  {lay  in  that  bondage,you  will  be  involved  in  their 
plagues.  With  what  an  eye  therefore  ftiould  we  look  upoii  thofe 
who  would  bring  us  into  this  bondage  againe,  when  God  hath 
begun  to  give  us  a  little  reviving  ?  i/r, 37.  ao,  O  mj  L9rd  the 
ICMg  (faith  Jeremy)  letmyfupplicatien  I  fr^y  thee  be  accepted 


tke  Fnfhtfe  ffHosiA;  1'?^ 

btf§rith€e^  th0t  thm  cMufe  me  net  te  rttttrne  to  the  henfi  ef  Jemi^    Left.  1 3  • 
tbMn  tbefcrihe^  Ufi  1  Me  there.  So  let  U3  cry  t^  the  King  of  heaven 
andearth,  O  Lord  our  King,  Itt  our  funplication  be  accepted 
before  thee,  finctwearebeguntobe  delivered  hromthat  bon- 
dage, doc  not  caufe  us  to  retume  to  that  houfe  againe. 

The  ftcond  is,  A  reconciled  condition  is  ^fingini  condition.  Oifer. 
When  there  is  a  harmony  betweenc  heaven  and  thefoule,be- 
tweencGodandafinner,  there  is  fweet  melody  indeed,  there 
may  well  begoging.  J^/35.  lo.  Tht  rmfemei  of  the  Lord 
fhMretnrne  and  come  toZien  wkhfrngs  and  ever  Ufiing  joy  $tfon 
their  heads.  And  Efaj  44.23 .  fittg  O  je  heavens^  for  the  Lord 
hath  done  it  I  pout  je  lower  farts  of  the  earthy  heak^  forth  into 
finging  je  mountains.  We  being  jetftified  bj  faith  having  feacc 
with  God^  fa^  the  Apo(Ue,)r#  not  onely  rejoyce  in  hefe  ef  glory, 
^bwtweevenrejoyceandboafiintribttlation:  Having  peace  with 
God»  though  war  with  all  t4ie  world*  we  rejoyce. 

Thirdly,  it  is  a  great  mercy,  when  Magiftrates  and  people  f  0^y#r. 
(hall  generally  joyne  together  in  praifing  God  ,  when  they 
(hall  (ing^s  they  did  in  the  daycs  of  their  youth,  (br  that 
isthepromife.)  How  is  that  ?  Ai^/ beginneth,  ttid  Miriam 
foUoweth^theleaders  of  Ifiael,  and  then  all  the  people  jojrne 
together,  and  anfwer  one  another  in  their  (ingis^.  When  that 
day  (hall  come  thlt  God  (hall  ftir  up  the  hearts  ot  Magilhates 
and<grtat  one%  that  there  (hall  be  (inging Hallelujahs  to  him 
that  (ittethttpon  the  throne,  and  the  Lambe  for  evermore,  and 
when  God  (hall  generally  move  the  hearts  of  the  people,  that 
they  (hall  anfwer  one  another  in  their  (ingine,  and  (o  joyn^in 
a  fweet  melody,  this  will  be  a  bleffed  timcindecd.Now  perhaps 
in  one  place  thereisfinging,  and  blelTingGod  for  wjiat  is  done^ 
in  anouier  place  there  is  cur(ing,  and  curfing  thofe  that  do  ilng. 
Some  mens  hearts  are  rejoydnginthe  great  things  God  doth^ 
other  mens  hearts  fret  and  rage  when'thejf  heare  of  the  great 
works  of  the  Lord,  this  makes  no  mdodie  in  heaven.  Perhaps 
now  in  the  family  the  husband  fingetb,  and  the  wife  frets ;  per* 
hapsthe  wife  fit^th,*  and  the  malignant  husband  is  inraged  j 
the  fervant  re  joyceth,and  the  siufter  chafeth ;  the  children  ungi 
and  the  parents  vcxe ;  this  is  hatih  miiique.  Thi$  is  our  ^on* 
ditioir  at  this  da^ ;  there  are  better  times^  commiiig^,  when 
- jMofes, 
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Mofes^zxA  Jaron^tnA  Mirp^m^  and  all  tbc  people  fhall  joytkt 

in  fiaging  praife  to  our  God. 

Fourthly ,Thankfulnefle  to  God,  for  mercy  cannot  be  without 
joyfulnciTe.  A  grumbling,  pendvei  fad^  dumpiih  difpcfitiQii, 
cannot  be  a  true  thankfull  heart  as  it  ought.  Cod  will  not  ac- 
cept in  this  fctife  of  the  bread  of  mourners.  It  is  grievous  to  the 
Spirit  of  God^  that  we  (hould  be  penftre  and  fad  in  the  midft  dt 
abundance  of  mercies. 

Fiftiy,  TheyJhdUfing  there.  There,  where  ?  At  the  do^-c  of 
hope  in  the  valley  of  Achar.  You  may  remember  in  the  opening 
of thttvsHejef  Jtch^r,  I^ave^ou  wha.t  might  be  undetftood  by 
it  according  to  the  moft,  that  is,  thatGod  would  make  the  grea- 
teft  trouble  and  affliftiori  of  his  Churchtobe  a^ore  of  hpfc  to 
bring  mercy  to  them ;  And  if  you  take  It  in  that  fenfe>  here  rifes 
an  excellent  obfervation. 

When  God  brings  intD^Kraits,  vet  if  he  (hall  lanflifieour 
ftraits,n>aking  them  meanesdf  goocf  to  us,  we  have  caufe  to  rc- 
joyce.  Yoa  havean  exceUent  text Ift.^  j .5.7.  F^ria  the  wiU 
demeffe  jbaBvfdzers hreak(^m^  andfiredms  in  theiefurty  dndthf 
fMrehedgr9HndJh4Ubec9me  a  foUy  and  the  thirfij  Umd  ^rings  ef 
vfMter\:  Thofe  things  that  feeme  to  go  moft  contrary  to  you>  I 
win  work  good  unto  you  out  of  them^  faith  God*  Well,  wlttt 
is  the  fruite  of  this  i  This  is  fet  as  thereafon  of  the  words  itnmc^ 
diately  MotCjTbenfia/Ithe  lame  man  leafe  as  atr  Hart,  atrftbe 
tongue rfthe dumbe  fing.  Bccaufe the  Lordfhall make thepar- 
ched  ground  become  a  poole^and  the  thirfty  land  (brings  of  wa- 
ter,this  (hall  make  the  lame  to  leap  as  an  Hart,ana  die  tbimre  of 
thedurnbetodng.  Though  cur  tongues  be  dcunbe^yet  it  (hould 
make  us  fing  when  we  fee  God  working  good  out  of  contra- 
ries, when  we  fee  things  that  of  themfelvestendtoourrnine, 
and  would  bring  us  to  miiery ,  that  are  as  the  valley  of  ^(^r^ 
yet  God  working  good  out  of  them  ^  ifwehavecfaehcaitsof 
men  in  us,  muchmorethe  hearts  of  Chriftians,though  we  wei« 
dumbe  before,this  (hould  make  us  (ing. 

Yea  all  this  is  brought  in  as  an  argument  to  ftrengthen  the 
weake  hands,and  the  feeble  kiiees^and  as  a  reafbn  why  thofe  that 
have  wcaktt  hearts  (hould  not  feare,becaufeGod  worksgoodout 
ofthat  which  feemeth  the greatefl: evil ;  ver.  4.  Saj  u  themthm 
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^^fnfonrfnlthea^t^iti^in^^parc  not^  and  then  foUoweth  this     Led.  1 4. 
ihthcfi.vcrfc 

'Art  ^veih  tkc^aflltf  of -^cWia  place  of  trouble  and  ftrtits  ?     ThcSain-^ 
wchavecaditofingeYenintfaisv^llcyof^^A^i;,  for  we  have     ^^^^^ 
notyctb(»nbi»«gfat;intijany  ftraiiSibut  God  hath  brought  good     j^'jf /^/.^^ 
oat  of  thtm  f  her iiath  turned  thepabched ground mto a poole ,    ^^^{^ 
and  the  thufty  land  into  fprings  of  water.    It  ia  our  great     traits. 
fimie»  that  when  Codcallcth  us.  to  fineituj^,  we  are  yet  con- 
cluding iof  cejeftii^;  we  are  ready  to  think  ifwe  be  brought  into 
the  valley  of -^^A^>we  are  prefently  caft  bf :  Oh  no^God  calieth 
yout0.(inging>  notwtthftandtne  you  meet  with  difficulties..  7/>. 
49.1 3 .  Sing  O  hcMvens  ("faith  the  Text  there)  bejojfitll  O  eArth^ 
br€dkffn'win$0  fingingO  moMntaift/yfarGpaha$h  comforted  hii 
ffffpUydndwiU hAvtmern  Hfan  huMffliifeJ;  But '  markc'  no w  the^ 
very  next  wotds,  JSiir/  Zhnfdid,tbe  Lndhatkfarfaks  'me^itdmji 
Godh4thforg9ftcntm.  ^ At  that  verytioiewhenthe  Lord  was* 
calling  for  fingiag,c?en  then  they  were  condu  Jlng  of  rcjeiling. 
Take  we  heed  this  be  not  our  condition.  •  ^ 

Buttakethewordsastlienltoldyou  as  I  conceived  them  to 
be  the  meaning  of  the  fpirit  oif  God^  that  this  vdHej  §f  Achar 
^aa  femefpecialL  mcrty  that  God  garve  at  Hrft  as  4  d$9r  dfho^  to 
furthec  mercies  he  would  give  afterward^  and  there  they  thall 

fiOg|.  ••■''•  ^    J     J     r    •       .  .•         <t 

Then j;beob{ervation  1%  ^ 
.  When  th^  Lodditibegionmg  with  his Saintsinthe  wiyc8:ef 
his  me^cy^iigh  ^^  have  Mttati  thatthey  would  faavd.  jm  it     Obfer. 
is  a  finging  condition.  <  Though  you  bobm  jet  brought  into  the 
YjlUey  «f  i!4^4^4tndbeJ}utatilie  door  ofiiope,andciot  emred  in 
to  the  dooi*,  ibbugh  ynaliavt  notyet  got  the  podtflion  of  all  the 
.me^fy  GodtfieeDfletlifo0jinu,yet:G^^ 
I Ym  ikiA  iiot:ftiuid3gm9)^lingi  ^Wfaini^g)  icoo^i^ing,  SM 
I  tsmvpmtt%:^  fhedM^bscinfeyoo'hAvenot  wtat  yod  W^otdd     rek>y^' at 
have;  tbaughGodmtl^youwsi^ttthedodri  youmuftftand     thebegiiv- 
fiMidgthcre.-i  nxnaybefa!d<)f.Gddsmhcya$bt  hifwordin     n>Pgsof 
FijdL\igi.Xl0^Th9$ntrdncein$9thjTff9rigivitk lights  fothe     ^\ 
ehnanceot  GodsMwrkEfefmercygivtth.Kgte^^  38.     ^J^f^^^^ 

5  JTta  they  JbdUfmg  in  tht  wajes  0f  "the  l^rdforrndf  is  thigUfy     ^\  ^^ 
9fthi  L$rd.lQ  the  wayiesfftfae  Lord  they  (hall  ^g,  though  God    ciefirc. 
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be  isut  in  the  waycs  ot  his  meity,  tnd  they  have  not  what  tbey 
would  have,yct  they  (hall  fing. 

This  iscertainly  one  great  reaibn  why  our  door  of  hopetsoot 
yet  opened  to  os  as  wedefirej  or  at  leaft  that  ure  havenot  that 
cntnmce  thatWe  would  hayeat  that  door,  becanlc  we  ftand 
murmuring;  yea  we  ftahd  quartdlii^  one  with  another  at  the 
doore^  whereas  God  exped*  that  we  (hould  ftand  finging 
and  prayfing  his  name  there.  Thoi^  we  harenotwhatwc 
defiityvetletuibleire  God  that  ererwelived  to  this  day,  ao  fee 
(b  much  of  God  as  we  have  done,  thoi^h  we  (hould  never  fee 
more,  though  the  mercy  we  look  for  fiiould  be  re(erved  for  the 
generation  that  fiiall  follow,  yet  we  have  caufe  t«ble(le  God 
while  welive,  that  we  have  leenanddoieefo  much  of  God  as 
we  have  done  and  dayly  do.  Let  us  ftand  at  our  fiuhera  do^r 
ftt^ne4tndifweiilu{t(ii^atthefbotof  Sion,  whatfoi^ftiaU 
we  (ing,  when  we  come  tothe  iielght  ?  /rr,  3 1. 1  a.  Tkey  fl/Mi 
C0$me  and  fing  in  the  beiiht  ffSi^n^  thej/haU  pw  to  ike  temmHfnU 
nejfe  efthe  Lerd. 

If  there  be  anyone  with  whom  God  is  dealing  in  a  way  of 
mercy »  though  you  can  fee  but  alittle  light  thorough  the  key-- 
hole,  yet  you  (hould  fing  there.  There  are  many  poorebulSy 
with  whom  God  is  b^^ning  in  veiy  gracious'ways^yet  beeaufe 
they  havenot  their  mindesinli^htned,  their  hearts  humbled  as 
they  de(ire,power  over  corruptions,abilitf  to  perfejme  duties  as 
they  expeft,  they  are  pttfemly  reaify  to'coodudc  agabft  tjicm- 
fdlTca,  fiirdy  the  LordwiU  not  have  mercy,  wearerejedled. 
They  think  they  have  nothing  becaute  they  have  not  what  they 
wtdiild.  Oh.i]nthai3lcfuU  heaiCt  1  Xfass^isithe.  yety  .^tfaiae  th«t 
keepcth  thee  under  bondage,  bocanie  when  the  Lord  isktting 
op^  adoor  of  hopejuoto  thee,thDU.  wittoottakejiocioeorit^ 
attorefendy  mawiiiring  andtepiniilg^  ^^pchnfe  tkou  Jhaft  not 
aUuiat  thou wouldeft.  Wonldft thon^ptBrinat  itts4oor|ittid 
have  God  pecfeft  the  Aiercy  he  hath  begtaf  take  ncaice  of  Hie 
bfgionii^,  and  blei&45od  kx  Whakchou  haft-Tlhia  would  be  an 
, obfervatiooof  matv^loua  vSeto  many  adroopine  feid>ifthey 
wwld  lemttxt  by  thi»  dayes  cmwtng^  hidier^  to  hng  hereamr 
attfaedatoireofbrae*        '     c  ^.  v  .  ,       .  \  ^ 

YetSiiah^r,,  TifctJM  fing  there m if  $bejkja of  thei^^ 

\  ■ ^   v.x  It 
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.MfeiscfatcociditiMaf  Godsown  people  mmy  times^  whtn 
fiifttfanrcDjwllbcf^jtlieDCobeinafii^g  canditjon,  biitai* 
terward  CO  loft  thdr  joy.  At  iitft  indeed  whenG^ 
ftfAk  to  them,  in  the  dayes  (^ their  youth^  Oh  how  thctr  hearts 
werciaken^t  h^wUienthf!yriing|ii^cily  and  cheacfnlly,  M§* 
/r/andalltlicpeoplelbiitinproatft  of  tioieit  ajq^eareth  they 
kadnot  kept  up  this  (ingkiff^  this  harMooiout^thia  melodious 
heart  of  theurs,  therefore  God  pcoaaifeth  thqr  fliookl  Gaa%  as  m 
.  the  day  es  of  their  youth. 

WcfindeitrdinpfiQl^lCs  when  they  firft  come  to  enjoy  liber* 
ty  Oat  of  b0ndagc»Chui;chJ|bbei;ties,Qhow  they  rejoyce  in  them  i 
how  do  they  Ucflc  Gpd  for  tKcm  I O  ho  w  fweet  are  thefe  mer- 
ciea  at  their  very  htar^  t  they  rejc^ce  that  ever  they  lived  to  this 
time ;  but  within  a  whilethe  flower  of  their  youth  is  gone»  and 
they  Toon  have  thi^teataof  their  virginity  bniifed..  At  firft  in- 
dee4>0  ihefweetnciTe  I  But  ftay  a  while  and  you  (hall  fiode  con* 
tention  or  fcandailariitng  affloneftthem,or  deacfaitfie  of  heart  be- 
\  (kUioc  them.  Oh  theblefled  coJi£ti$yo  that  God  haah  brought  us 
to^to  have  tbcfelibmies  and  ordinances  according  to  hie  own 
way  1  but  within  a  wfailewe  may  fay  as.tfae  ApoIUetotheGala- 
tm^sJVhereufbekUftibj^jfey^m  ^4/^^«/f  Th^vrottldhaveflv/- 
/rtf  •*#  thiir  eyes  fer  P^W,  What  is  become  of  all  now  ?  All 
their  beauty  and  gloiy  is  quite  damped,  let  us  tal%  heccl  that 
when  our  hearts  teeme  to  be  railed  and  m^htily  aflfeAed  with 
mercy  es^We  do  not  foonlofe  our  v%oi]r  and  heat« 

It  ^th  beeocib  with£figUn4»wbenthjey  have  badfreih  mer- 
cies at  firft^thcf.rejoycedia'themacdedingly.  I  have  read  of 
Che  City  o^Bcme,  when  they  were  6rft  delivered  hr^m  Anti- 
chrift^  they  wrote  the  day  of  their  deliverance  upon  pillars^with 
letters  pfgold^Wa^  it  not  fo  with  us  here  in  Ei^and?  I  wiU 
OBfily  inftapcfijin  tW  deUvfiiance  upon  the  fifth  dF  November, 
how  mightily  w^bolhKii^  add  Parlian^ent  affiled  with  it! 
their  hearts  wereexceec^ogly  up  » then  there  was  blefling  God^ 
kMrtheirddiverancefeoinPapiAs^.  jhen  there  were  prayers  and 
thankfgivings  fet  forth,  and  in  theaiythis  expreflion  againft  Po* 
pery,  Whffefiiifh  li/^Jv*  j  whefi  Religian  is  rebeiient  rehofefra^ 
Slice  is  mHr$\eriH^  ef  feil^  ^  bodies  ;.  When  the  mercy  was 
frefli^  how  did  their  fpfrits  worke  ?  then  they  pcefeft  againft  all 
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kinde  orPepery.  Resde  but  the  Pf  odamation'tboiit  tlieibleflDni^ 
ty  ofthattime,  and  theexprcifions  of  the  prayers  fhlrn  let  forth, 
and  one  would  have  thought  verily  tfifcn  tWt  Popeiy  ftiould 
never  have  ptevaikd  in  England  againe;.  whowoiid  entJiaire 
tkoagl}^  itpo(IibIethat'afd{]£yk.Ai^my  Ok^d'eiar  6ftve;haii 
anytoamrn^pcdin  BAghiiStiidr^?  Ortimly^  i(Vk>api(h  Ar- 
my had  beene  raifed^t  that  time'when  mena  Heirtft  v9tx€foxsp^ 
all  theftfople  of  die  land  ( if )t  ha  J  beetle  bm  vith  cbibs)  would 
have  rilen  and  beaten  them  to  pieces.    • 

It  is  fd  with  many  yoang  people ,  when  Gbd  fitft  beghmeth 
(o  workcuppq  their  hearts,  6  h<Av  are  ttoy  for  God  1  then^rliefr 
fpirifs  ire  mightily  up  for  Chrilh  /ySr/.poit^.  Ofttufieme^/y 

•/  9ur  lives  I  It  is  a  fwett  thing  when  the  latrer  [Jart  of  that  pray* 
cr  followcth,  when  G(jd  fati^lieth  youftg-  ^o^^le  wkh  hia  mw- 
cy,  ind  that  fatisfadioi^  abidt  th,  fo'  as  they  rejoyce  dithe  is^tt 
ojfthiir  ihe^  afterward.  T*he  fx>rd  doth  many  times  fatssfie 
young  ones  with  his  mercy ,  but  they  quickly  grow  de«d  and 
cold,  and  their  heart sare  foone  hardened  and  polluted,  and  tliey 
doe  not  r<  jojce  all  the  day%s  of  their  lives. 

Anethcrrobfervatioms^  That  teftored  and  recovered  mercies, 
ar^  very  fweet  and  pttcious  nicies*  Thij  [hM  jing  m  in  the 
ddjes  of  their jomth]  They  Were  oncc  in  a  bldfedfwectfinging 
CO  idition,  they  had  loft  if,  but  now  God  promifcth  to  recover 
them.  Uhip.i.  OthM$ip^r&Mi$tm$H$hsfdfi^4U  intheddyes 
when  Cod freferveimtfj  when  hi^ca9$MelkidrdUf0m my  hedd^  dnd 
when  tj  hie  light  i  wdlk^d  therettgh  ddrkfefe;  0iJ  WM  in  the  ddfts 
efmyyenth^  when  the/ecret  ofGedwM  mfen  my  Tnherndcle.  M 
defircd  thiseamtftly,  that  he  might  have  r^ored,  recovered 
mercies;  What  a  h^ppy  condition  ^ocdd^Ibeinthen,  Aithiie« 
if  it  were  now  with  me-as  in  the  djiyes  of  toy  youih  1  May  not 
mai^y  in  this  place  fay  (o^  God  htth  been  gfacious  to  them  in 
former  d ayes,  he  hath  given  many  fweet  maoifcftations  of  his 
lovr,  many  (bule-raviining  cammanicationa  of  himfeif^  onto 
them,  but  oh  how  have  the  ylodt  hem  t  They  itoay  welliay^O 
that  it  were  withui  as  in  thedayes  cfouryofilK  t  Oh  that  God 
would  rclloretoHS  what  mercy  wee  encehad  I  what  a  bleifed 
condition  (hould  we  then  be  in  1 
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BucGedhecegivethagradousprMnife,  that  he  willreftore 
them,  that  he  wnl  give  them  thtt  which  is  the  petition  ofP^- 
iHdj  P/al.  5 1  •  Refi0re  f#  me  thepj  cfthjfi^M9n ;  Lord  I  have 
loft  it,  O  that  I  might  havv?  it  againc  1,  How  happy  (heuld  I  be  I 
So  PfalA  31. 1 .  Bjthe  Hiveri  rfBaiylon  there  we  fate  dcwne.j^a 
wer^eyt  there  when  we  reptemiredZion,  we  hanged  eur  har^s  uf^ 
onthewiHewes.  Thty  were  in  this  fad  condiiion  ,  but  if  one 
Jhouldbavecometothcm  and  have  faid,  what  will  you  fay  if 
you  (hall  be  rcftored  againc  and  goc  to  Zion ,  to  Jerufalcm  'a- 
gaine^  and  have  fongs there,  as  much  and  as  delight&ll  as  be- 
fore? their  hearts  could  not  have  held  in  them.  This  mercy 
would  be  lil<e  that  w*er  mentioned,  Cant. ^j. 9.  that  is  fo  fweet, 
that  it  caufeth  the  lips  of  thofc  that  are  ^fitefe  to  Jpeakf ;  If  there 
beanylifelett,  fuchamercy  willraifearidaftuaceit.  PfaLi26. 
j,2»  fVhenthe  LerdtHrnedagaii$ethecaftitjofZieny9termomhs 
werefiUed  with  iamghter,  andotir  teugues  with  fingingyVihtn  God 
granted  them  a  recovered  mercy.  Aa  a  poorc  prodigal! ,  that 
hath  kh  his  fathers  houfe,  and  afterward  is  come  to  beggcry  and 
mifery,,  and  is  under  bondage  *  and  almoft  ftarved  ;  hee  fittcth 
downe  under  a  hedge,  wringing  his  hands,  falleth  a  lamenting 
the  lofle6t  his  father  houfe  ,  and  confidering  what  comfort  hcc 
had  in  his  fathers  prtXence,  cryeth  out  of  hislfolly  and  madnefle; 
but  if  one  (h'  uld  coiue  and  fay  to  hiin,  what  will  you  fay  if  your 
fatherftiouldbereconcikdroyou,  and  fend  for  you  home,  and 
promife  to  put  you  in  as  coit  fortable  a  condition  a$  ever?  O  how 
would  this  caufcfinging  in  his  heart  1  Thus  God  promilcth  to 
Kis^people,  that  he  would  ircftprc  themto  that  finging condition 
they  had  Icift. 

Theyjhdllfing  as  In  the  dajes  vf  their yonth, 
r  Tha«  which  unadc  this  mercy  fofvvect,  was  becaufe  it  was  a 
pt^iuifrd  mercy  .•  HenccthisNote.' 

Prcmifed  meraes  are  fMwet  mercies.  Lukf  1*61.  Bhjfed  he    ^  ^^ ., . 
the  Lord  G4fd  (fl/raei,  for  he  hath  vifited  and  redeemed  his  peofle^  f  Prenaifcd 
aMdhath raifed ufM\h<^rM\ ^ffalvasianto tee ,  in  the  honfe  ofhii    mf rc'« 
fervant  David,  as  he  Jpaks  if Jf  thf  mouth  efaU  hu  Prof  hers  :  And 
Yer.77.  To  ferformethe  v^ercj  fromifed;  thtre  is  the  caufe  of 
finging,  BleJIid  be  the  Lord  God^Jfrael,  that  h^th  performedfhe 
mercjffromi/ed. 
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ThegiyingoutofaptomifeisfwieettQ  agrtciausheiitptcin 
(log then;  mudimorefwcctistbepromife  when  itcoisiiieth 
tobefuifiUed.  2  Cir0n.to.1j.  StmUfiiH^mdfee  tk^fiUvmiUm 
pfthe  Ltrd^  there  is  the  pcoinife.  Maidk  now  how  leh^fim^Mt 
and  the  people  were  iffcAed  with  the  ptomidii  AMdJebtJiafbd^ 
t^wed  hu  btdd  with  his  face  ts  tberrommijdmdMMImdMi  und  tbg  i». 
hiil^tMts^flermf^mftibifrretkeLmrd^  worjbiffing  ikeL^rdm 
Andthe  lAVites^  sndthi  children  efthe  K^hathites^  amiebe  ckU^ . 
dren  vfthc  Kerhitesfioed  mf  ttifrMfe  the  Lwd  G$d  ef  Ifr^tei  wiik 
mUndvokednhigh.  And  verfe  21  •  He  dffemted fingers  unf 
the  Lerdtbat  fietUdfraife  the  beauty  tfholinefe,  Mndtt^jPrMife 
the  Lardy  ftr  hie  wtercj  endttreth  for  ever,  lehe/bafhstbtd  tx^goi 
the  Promift  fulfilled^  it  wtsonely^de ;  they  had  not  got  the 
viAory  over  their  enemies,  biit  onely  a  promite  that  God  would 
be  with  them,  and  prefimtly  lehe/bMfhat  aad  ail  the  people  fidJl  a 
(inging.  A  gracious  heart  feeth  caufe  enough  to  King,  U  he  have 
got  but  a  promife,  but  much  more  when  he  hath  got  the  perfoiw 
mance. 

If  the  promife  of  a  mercy  hath  &ch  fw^etnefle  in  it  ^  virfaat 
fweetnefle  then  hath  the  mercy  of  the  prtmiife  ^ 

Butthepromiiewas  not  ondy  barely  fulfilled,  botfiilfiUcd 
with  a  high  hand,  and  that  made  them  Gag.  This  may  be  ano- 
ther Obftrvation  ; 

When  God  appeareth  remarkably,  with  a  high  hand  in  deli- 
vering his  people,  then  the  mercy  is  to  be  accaonted  a  precious 
mercy  indeed  ,and  all  the  people  oftheLord  Qiould  fing  &  praife 
him.  £/>743.i9,ao.markthere^  when  ^d  had  told  of  an  ex- 
traordinary hand  of  his  in  a  way  of  mercy,  faith  he,  J  wit  fUnt 
theminthemldernegef  and  (bgoethon:  Then  fiaith  he)Ji4M 
this  bejthat  they  tnaj  fee^and  kpew^  and  nnderfidndj  and  eenfider^ 
that  thehand  of  the  Lord  hathdene  thie^  and  the  helj  One  eflfrMl 
hath  created  it.  When  Gods  immediate  hand  doth  a  thing, when 
it  helps  a  people  in  an  extraordinary  wav>  fie  expeAs  tbat  they 
(hould  /^^,and»i^M9)r,and  cenfider, knd  ttnderftandtoffAtt :  All 
tbefr  exprellions  are  heaped  one  upon  another.  And  if  any  peo* 
plebecflledtothiSjWcareatthisday;  God  hath  appeared  ex- 
traordinarily to  us*  Qhthat  we  had  eyes  to  fee  I  Ohtl^t  we 
had  hearts  to  confider  and  underfiand,  tliat  we  might  giveCod 
theglory  that  is  due  to  him  I  The 
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The  Fifteenth  LeBure^. 

Ho  s  B  A  a.  15^16. 

''^^AndJbiJhaUfing  there ^  as  in  the  tUjes  efherynnh^  Md  m  in 
tht  daj  when  pre  csmt  mf  emt  efthe  inni  efEhft. 

AnA  itJhdM  be  dt  that  Jdj^  faith  the  LcrJy  that  then  Jbalt  call 
me  JJbi;  and  Jbalt  coil  me  ne  mere  Baaii. 

OmcfewObleryatioDS  arc  to  be  added  to  the  15* 
verfi. 

Mercies  that  htte  been  mach  fought  for»  that  |  Oifer. 
have  had  many  ayes  fent  up  to  God  to  ebtamcj 
when  once  thqr  are  granted,  (hould  caufe  (inging 
(bnhthepraifesoFGod.  The  people  of  Ifraelcryed  much^  be- 
fore God  granted  to  them  deliverance  from  Egypt.  Exed.  3 . 7. 
litave  heard  their  crjesy  faith  God:  And  Godfayes  here,  Thej 
liailjtn^  at  thej  did  when  they  came  out  efEgyft.     Pfal,  21.26, 
fhej  flfaSpraife  the  Lerd  thatftekjhim.  The  more  we  fcek  God 
forany  mercy » the  more  we  (hall  praife  God  when  we  hare  ob- 
tained that  mercy.  Pfatat.6jj.B/effedbethe  Lerd,  hfcanfehe 
heard  the  voice  if  mj  fnfflication ;    mj  heart  trnfied  in  him  , 
andl  am  helped.  What  followeth  ?  Therefore  my  heart  greatly  \  Mercies 
rejojceth,andwithmjffcng  will  Ifraife  him.  BecaufeGodhad    S^^  ^^ 
heard  the  voice  of  his  fupplication,  therefore  with  his  fong  he    f J;^^"  ^^^ 
would  praife  him.   Thofe  mercies  that  we  get  by  crying  unto 
God}  tnoftSarefingingmercies  indeed.  Such  mercies  as  come 
to  us  ondy  throu^  a  general!  providence,  without  Peking  to 
Godjthey  are  not  fedi  fweet  mercies;  as  Hannah  faid  to  Eli 
concerning  her  fon  whom  flic  had  got  by  prayer,  (and  there** 
iottmmedhm^Samnel,'^  SenghtofGod)  Js  thyfoule Iptfeth^ 
this  is  the  fhn^  this  is  the  child  that'  1  was  here  praying  for^  and  the 
Lord  hath  given  ine  my  petition  which  lasksdof  him:    This  (be 
fpake,  triumphing  in  Gods  ^oodhcflc.  Mercies  got  by  Prayer 
maybetriumped  in.  When  you  want  a  mercy,  pray  much 
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for  it;the  more  you  pray  for  it,the  more  you  will  fing  when  yoa 
have  it,  and  the  lefle  prayer  went  before,  thekflc  fingingwill 
follow  after.  .  * 

Further;  Mercies  that  make  way  for  the  in/oyment  o\  ordi- 
nances,are  very  fwect  mercies,(inging  mercies.  •  Thij  fiai  fing 
M  the  J  did  when  they  came  up  out  of  the  land  ^f£gjft.  Why  did 
they  fing  when  they  came  up  out  of  the  land  or  Egypt  ?  Be- 
caufe  that  mercy,  that  deliverance  from  Egypt,  made  way 
to  that  rich  mercy  of  the  injqy  ment  of  Gods  worfliip  in  his  or- 
dinances. .  How  doth  that  appcare  ?  Thu$^Exod,  1 5 .  where  they 
fung  when  they  came  out  of  Egy  pt,wr.  2.  IwUtmildhim  an  ha- 
Citation  faith  Mefes^to^x^thcr  with  the  people  |  they  rejoyccd  in 
that,  that  now  thcyWere^oingonintheway  tobuUd  God  to 
habitation;  but  more>  ver.  13.  Then  hafi guided  tifem  iu  thy 
firength  unto  thji  holj  habitation:  ^  i£  Mojoj  andtheKra^ites 
(iiould  fay,this  indeed  is  a  great  deliverance  that  we  are  deliter- 
ed  out  oi  bondage,  but  what  is  this  but  in  order  to  a  Ugher  mer- 
cy that  vy«  look  at  yet  fhrther^  thatis^  guiding  of  thy  people  in 
t  hy  ftrength  to  thy  habitation  i  we  look  upon  this  preftnt  fflcr- 
cy  of  our  deliverance,  for  which  we  do  no\y  fing  andgivc  thctf 
prailc,  but  in  order  to  the  guiding  ofthy  people  to  thy  habitat)* 
on,and  that  in  thy  ftrength;asjfi»f  ^yri  ttioiSd  fay,Lord  therewxl 
be  a  great  many  difficulties  beTween  this  &  our  commingto  en- 
jqySiy  habitation,  but  thou  wile  guide  as  in  thy  flrengtn,  thy 
Ucengthflial  carry  thy  people  along  til  it  bring-them  to  thy  habi- 
tation; this  was  that  whidi  made  dietai  fing  fo  chearfiilly  as  they 
did.  And  again,v.  i  yJThsuJhalt  bring  them  in^pfant  them  in  tht 
mountaine  of  thine  inheritance Jm  theplaeefi  Lordj^hich'thouhafi 
made  fir  thee  te  dwell  in^in  thefanlluarjfi  Lord^  yvhich  thj  hands 
have  efiaUi/hed.  This  was  that  that  made  them  fo  fiog*-  So 
DaiuidPfalaiiJ^One  thing  have  idefiredofthc  Lordy  thatwJUJ 
feekf  dtfter;  that  1  may  dmMin  thehoftfeof  the  Lord  all  the  dates 
of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his 
Temple  •  That  is  a  choice  mercy ,  therefore  all  mercies  that 
make  way  for  that  mercy,  are  indeed  fwect  menses*  So  we 
flioold  looke  upon  all  our  ddi verances,  fbom  outward  trpables> 
(uidwhatfocv^  peace  God  giveth  us  to  enjoy,  as  fweet  and 
comfortable^  *  in  order  to  tms  mercy  of  cn/oying  of  Gods  moun- 
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taine^of  living  in  Gods  lubitation>  that  we  may  dwell  there  all 
tlie  day^s  of  our  life. 

Athirdobfcrvatioais,  New  mercies  (hould  renew  theme- 
Biprie  of  oldf  TbijJhaUfn^  as  in  thi  tUy  when  they  came  up  ont 
4fth^l4f^ofEgyfijth^ti$^\  wiUgrantto  than  yet  huther  mer- 
des*  aad  xkaX  metcy  that  I  (hall  grantl  (hall  renew  the  memory 
^aJl  theformer  mercies  the^  have  enjoyed  f >om  me.  As  new 
guilt  resewcs  the  memory  of  former  gDilt,  ib  new  mercies  the 
memory  of  former.  Hath  God  delivered  yoafrom  any.  danger 
now  i  were  you  never  delivered  before?  if  but  when  you  \A^cre 
a  childf ,  thofe  deliverances  you  now  have  (hould  brin^  iilto 
your  memory  what  then  were.  -  So  in  a  nation,  doth  Go4  graiiC 
to  a  nation  any  new  mercy  f  this  new  mercy  (hould  bring  into 
the  memory  of  that  nation  all  the  former  mercies  that  ever  that 
nation  hath  received.  Pfal,6i,26.  SUjjiye  Godin  the  congrega- 
tiens,  even  the  Lord  from  thefpuntaine  oflfrael.  Not  ontly  y  ou 
who  arc  true  Ifraelites  9  but  in  your  bleffing  God  now ,  let  pre- 
fent  mercies  be  to  you  but  as  (Ireames  to  bring  you  to  the  foun- 
taine*  Confidetof  all  the  mercies  alpx^  till  von  come  to  the 
fountaine^fven  that  Covenant  that  God  hath  made  with  li^ 
rael. 

r^  A  fourth  .is,  Al  former  mercies  to  Gods  peojple  (hould 
faelpe  &ith  in  bele'eving  future  mercies.  That  is  railed  from 
hence.  Why  doth  the  Prophet  teU  them  of  comming  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt  f  He  fpeaksof  fome  mercy  that  was  to^come 
t«  lirael  j  now  hee  namos  this  comming  out  of  the  land  of 
Eifypt  ^  that  he  might  helpc  aftd  ifarengtheA  their  faith  in  the 
beleeving  of  what  mercy  was  to  come ;  As  ilT  he  (hould  fay.That 
Q).d  that  hath  wrouebt  fo  wonderfdly  for  you  3  in  deliver- 
ing you  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt^  isablcj  and  willing  tp  make 
good  his  word  in  granting  to  yw  deliverance  for  time  to  come. 
Wc  have  excellent  Scriptures  fer  t^,  as  Ff4L66.6.  He  tnrned 
the  fed  into  dry  Und^hey  went  therongh  the  flood  on  foot,  there  did 
we  rejoyce  in  him.  lAsi^e^they  went  thorottgb  theflood^wodtherf 
didwerejofceinJum :  How  did  werejoycein  him  ?  it  was  many 
hundred  yeers  afte^hat  we ctme  to  rejoyce ;  But  upon  the  ma- 
mffftatien  of  Gods*great  goodne0e  to  ius  people  in  former  days, 
out  faith  conamcth  tobeftrengthnedln  Goa$  mercies  for  our 
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times,  and  there  did  we  rejoyce  in  him,  wc  did  tcjoycc  to  the 
workc  of  Cod  when  they  went  thorough  the  Red-feaupon  dry 
Und>for  it  is  as  an  argument  pf  Godt  meicy  to  us  of  (he  power, 
goodneflie^and  &thf  ullnefle  of  God  to  us.  Another  remarkcable 
Text  vsJtJof.  1  a.4.  Hi  hMdpr0ir  over  the  Angii^  htf$$tnd  him  in 
Bethfl^  Mi  there  he  fpak^ith  m :  Matkc>  ^  hni fewer  ever  the 
Angel, he  fo^^d  him  in  Bethel  \  Who  was  thai?  It  was  laeeh^ 
who  was  many  ycarea  before,  but  there  hejpukewith  tu ,  he  did 
not  fpeike  with  Uceb  onely,  but  there  he  (pake  with  w,  that  is, 
whatfoevcr  goodneflc  the  Lord  did  fliew  to  laeeh  m  Bethel ,  it 
concerned  u$  for  thefttengtheningbf  our  faith.  ^1^4^22.3 1,3^. 
Hdveje  net  rend  that  whiSf  wdsjpekgn  untejen^  f^lHfii  ^  ^^  ^^ 
Gei  ofAhrahdmy  andthe  GedefJfiat,andtU  GedeflMcetf  This 
was4>okentoiM«yi/many  hundred  veers  before;  but  that  ex- 
predion  of  Gods  grace  then  i  was  a  ftrengthniog  of  the  faith  of 
the  godly, when  Chrift  (pake,  and  is  the  fame  tous  now. 

A  fifth  is,  where  there  is  a  proportion  of  mercie?,there  ought 
to  be  a  proportion  ofthankfiilneflc.  They  Jbatt  fing  41^  they  Md 
in  the  day  when  they  came  out  ofEgjft.  I  will  grant  unto  you 
asgreat  mercies  as  they  had,  and  lexpeftasgreatthankfiilnefre 
from  you  as  I  had  from  them ;  as  they  lung  to  my  praife,  (b  mnft 
you  (ing  too.  God  (heweth  as  much  mercy  to  you  f  x> w ,  as  hee 
hath  done  heretofore,  Iappealenowto)rou,  nay  Godappealcs 
toyourconfciences.  Is  there  a  proportion  of  thankf  uuieffi:  as 
of  mercies?  There  bath  bcene  t  time  when  you  haveiiingto 
the  praife  of  God,  whenycur  heartshave  beene  inlarged  to  give 
Qod  jpraifc,  why  ftould  it  not  be  fo  now? 

A  nxt  obfervation  is,  deliverance  out  of  ^pt  is  an  aicendit^ 
condition,  That  arifeth  from  the  Words  as  they  are  in  the  Ori* 
g\nz\\,They fiat d^eendentcf the Undifffgyft,  fol  toldyonthc 
words  were  in  the  Hebrew;  as  then  God  would  never  reft  till 
he  brought  them  up  to  Mount  Zion,  fo  When  Godbojinncthto 
deliver  his  people  from  Antichriflianbondage^  they  mould  rc^ 
ver  reftin  their  fpirits,  untiH  they  begot  to  the  height  of  Refor* 
mation,  to  the  height  of  their  dtliverance,^hat  is,  to  come  to 
cn/oyGodsordinaiiccs  in  his  oi/ne  wayes » in  the  purity  and 
thepor/erofthem.  Thisis  ourmHeryand  our  l^afeneffc ,  that 
upon  fdme  little  deliverance  wee  prefcntly  are  ready  torcft^ 

whereas 


■w^ 


^ 


©«■ 


tbi  FrifkJU  pf  Hot  ^  A. 


J47 


whereas  we  (honld  ri(e  yet  higher  and  higher »  and  cxpeft  that   Led.  1 5 
God  flioiiid  ^oe  cHi  ftiU  with  us ,  and  raife  us  in  the  wayes 
of  mercy  >  untill  he  hath  brought  us  even  to  the  top  of  Mount 
Zion* 

Sevc6tU]r»  from  the  connedion  of  thefe  words,  with  what 
foUoWeS,  Thejf  fiMttfinr  as  in  tjfi  day  whin  they  cdme  mf  cmt 
9f$bi  tsmi0fEgyjf$^ smdtkij  JbuB  cmM  me  Ifii^  dnd  finUl  call  me 
n%  mtrtBMli^fpr  I  mil  take  even  the  very  names  of  Sodtm 
Mi  $f  their  memhs,  snitb^Jbsllremifttherthem  ne  more^  that 
is»  there  (hall  be  a  moil  glorious  Reformation,  and  tbeyfliaU  be 
delivered  from  all  the  retnainders  of  their  Idolatrous  worfhip^ 
they  fliall  not  fo  much  as  remember  their  very  namesj  the  refor* 
mation  (hall  be  fo  peifed;  from  thence  the  obfervation  is. 

When  God  riifeth  t^r  fpiries  of  people  to  rejoyce  in  his  mer- 
cy >  then  is  the  time  for  them  if  evcr/o  fet  upon  a  throughKef  or- 
mation  j^then  when  their  hearts  are  warmedjinflamed«and  inlaf* 
ged'with  the  goodncife  of  God  unto  them^then  is  thetime  to  caft' 
out  all  thereglainders  of  all  fapctftition,  of  all  kindof  falfe  wor- 
(hip.  I  will  give  you  two  excellent  Scriptures  for  this » the  one 
iB,Iffii.^o.l9r  Then /halt  weefenemere  (faith  ht)hewiBhee 
verjfradem  mnte  thee  ^t  the  veyce  efthfcrj;  the  Lord  promi- 
feth  abundance  of  mercy>  hetek  them  that  they  (hall  weepe 
no  more,  he  will  be  very  gracious ;*now  marke  whatfol- 
loweth  in  the  a  1.  verfe,  Tefint  Jefile  the  covering  $f  thy  graven 
I  Images  offilver^tfteernawtent  of  thy  molten  Images  of rold,  then 
/halt  cap  them  away  as  a  menflrmom  cloth  ^  thoet  Jbaltjay  unto  it^ 
(j^Mlr^iiniir^;  The  other  Scripture  is  a  CJErr«^*3o«a6«thereyou 
finde  thft  there  was  great  joy  m  J  erufalem,  fuch  joy  as  the  text 
iaitht  wju  notfince  thedayes  of  Solomon,  it  was  upon  the  celcbra* 
tion  of  their  Pafleover,  there  had  not  bcene  theli  ice ;  Marke  then 
iathe  beginning  of  the  next  Chapter,  £iich  the  text,  when  aB  this 
watfinijbed,  that  is,  when  they  had  celebrated  a  PaiTeover  fo  fiill, 
and  had  fuch  abundance  of  joy,  fuch  joy  as  had  not  beene  in  Je- 
rufUcmfrticetbc  time  of  Solomon;  Saw  nBJfrael  went  onttothe 
CifiesofJtidahfanihraksfhelnoagesinfieces^  and  cut  downs  the 
groveti  and  threw  dewne  the  high  f  laces,  and  the  Altars  out  of  all 
Jnddh  nnd  Benjumin.  Their  hearts  were  inflamed  with  the  /*oy 
thay  hac^and  they  went  withrefolution,  and  brake  downe  the. 
•^ Aaaa  a .     Images, 
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ImageSitCC.Andmttkeit^  the  text  fsdtiiy  it  wis  j^^ir/  tfantdid 
thii;  lfr0H  iBfeat  out  into  th^  Cities  of /mM,  and  brake  tke  I* 
m^eS  in  piects^  and  thiew  downe  tfic  high  plaoes,  tnd  the  Al* 
tars  out  or  all  luiah :  Whtt  had  Ifrael  to  doe  with  JusUh  f  ImJak 
an4  Ifr4flv9txt  dividod;  But  now  their  heiartiweic  fekiflk- 
voeA  for  Gody  that  t hejr  were  not  abk  to  ibide  wy  fiUe  worihip 
amoneft  their  brethren,  though  it  belonged  t^Judah^  yet  they 
woild  go  help  their  brethren  to  ca^  do wa  all  ttaicir  Imnas.  «k1 
to  cut  diown  their  Groves  sftd  AUara,this  wai  wfcen  thcv  hearts 
were  warinod  withiogr  inbkfltnf  the  naoicef Gscj.  Wheo  Gdd 
once  w^eth*  the  hearts  of  people,  itis  nwch  what  thty  wffl 
doe  for  God  then :  They  will  not  ftand  examininf  eiviy  nicetjr, 
but  they' will  fall  upon  the  worke  dirt^y ;  the  joj  of  the  Lord 
w^  the  ftrengthqr  their  heartjs  at  tUttiipe :  as  it  is  with  the 
lufts  of  wicked  mea ,  whm  chey  get  into  compai^ ,  at  fttfts 
iaTavcmes,  and  there  th^  arc  diking  ^  whiiie  their  hAs  .are 
warmed ,  then  what  de^crate  re(blutions  have  thvy  to  doe 
wickcdncfik  I  So  when  Gods  Saints  are  exercifedan  Gods  Or- 
dinar^es^Andarerefeeihedwiththe  fweetlov€ofGod,  whto 
that  lies  glowing  at  their  hearts,  whsit  fitong  refcdttiops  have 
they  for  God  I  then  they  can  doc  any  thing  tor  Go^.  Mow  the 
vei:y  names  ofBamlim  muft  betaken  zvrwy. 

Vcrfcx^.  AnditJbMnUint^iU^dMf^fMhtbiLwi^tlMth^ 
Jfi4lt  call  me  IJki,  Andjhah  cdBmem  mort  SmoH. 

^an4  thcjjball  be  no  marc  rememtred  ij  tifeir  naim* 

Here  wefaavt  asftiil  a  Prophefie  and  promifc  of  a»thoroii^ 
reformation  of  the  Church,  as  any  I  knipw  we  have  in  ScriptCBt. 
Godhathatimctottfbrmehis  Church  thoroi^y  ,  tbeveiy 
names  of  their  Idds^-'the  very  remembrance  of  Mem  (hdl  be  ta- 
ken away.  This  reformation  is  Gods  work^,  /wttldoc«t,  fiith 
Go^Jwillfdkfo^ajtheMmesefJIaalim, 

J^hejJJ.Milf4llme  Ifii,  and  n»  wmt  SaalLJi 

Why  ?  what  great  differende-is  there  betweene  thefe  two 
names  Ifii  and  Baal^  that  God  will  haveone  bun  dotthe  other? 

The  irurh  is,  both  of  them  fignifie  cvenalmoft  the  ftfiie  thitt; 
Bo<^  of  them  are  names  very  fit  for  a  wife  to  aii  her  husband 
by,  Jfif  is  mj  hmiattd^  and  Baa/i  is  as;  Amisnd  too.  Botthe 
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word  J/a  cotntnetb  from  a  word  thtc  (ignifieth  ftrength^  the 
woman  being  the  weaker  veficll ,  ehcrefor«  (he  cak  her  htssbatKt 
JJhiy  myjhengthi  for  the  husband  lliould  be  ftrength  to  the  wifC| 
heflioul4Hvewithheras  a  man  o^  knowledge,  he  ifhouki  be  a 
proteftion  to  her,  he  ihoukl  hdpc  fcer  in.all  her  weakencffe^nd 
afBi<*^ion$,  B^mU  fignifieth  my  L^mAy  as  well  as  my  hnsb^i  ^*  ^^ 
a  word  that  noteth  rule  and  authority,  Ifii  is  a  word  thiit  hath 
more  lore  and  familiarity  in  it ;  BmU  is  a  word  that  ncrt^h  thi? 
inferiority  ofthe  wife  to  the  huiband.  Now  God  faith  he  will 
•be  called  //&#,  but  not  BmU  \  Why?  there  fei  no  hurt  in  the  word 
BmH  It  Ut\h ;  the  word  B^U  \s  a  very  good  word ,:  and  hath  a 
fjood  (ignificatton,  and  it  is  as  proper  to  God ,  «s  any  word  that 
ctnbcgiventohimbytheOhnrch  fbat  that  God  did  forbid  it 
here)  tor  it  is  no  mote  when  the  ChiirchcalsGodf-ff4^/#,  then  if 
thie  Church  (houldfty,  O  God  that  art  my  Lord,  toy  husband, 
who*t  toruleandgoverneme:  Yea  and  weefinde  that  God 
cives  to  himfcrlf^this  name,  Ifi^i*  54*5 .  Thj  Mutkfr  is  thy  ^huf- 
i^dyj  fo  it  is  in  your  bookes ,  but  the  word  in  the  Hebrew  is 
the  f^me  that  we  have  here.  Thy  ^  MSkgr  is  thy  [BmU^  io  that 
huslranHniBnAFisiheytVfhmti  But  now  becaafe  they  had 
fcibufed  this  word  BmI,  and  given  it  to  their  Id<^s,therefcfreGod 
would  have  np  more  of  it ;  t  Koqgh  it  was  a  good  word,  a  Ggnifi* 
cant  word ,  and  its  proper  tt)  God  at  any  w^s.  As  the  word 
7]fr^*wwrta^  name  once  for  a  King,  Kings  were  called  Tj- 
^ants,  without  any- fuch  iHfigpiflca(tion«s  now  it -carries  with 
it;  but  bccaufewbenthey  had  gotten  the  fble  power  into  their 
hands,they  did  fo  oppreflre,abufe  theitpow«-,tbtrf6re  oppreffors 
were  called  Tyrants.  So  the  Latine  word  fury  which  is  for  a 
thief e,  it  was  once  the  ordinary  word  for  a  ffrvMt^  tnresy  and 
Servi  were  wtot  to  be  the  ftme ,  and  withtout  any  ill  (ignifica- 
tibnj    but  becanfe  afterward  flwny  fervantt  grewto&falfe, 
to  (bale  from  their  Maftcrs ,  therefore  fUres  was  altogether  ta- 
ken b  the  WGrftp3lrt,ortely  fortheevea.  SoS^fhifid,  a  Sophi- 
ftcr,  was  one  that  (Vudied  wifedome,  butbecaufe  they  did 
fo  much  dccejnente,  marty  uniler  the  colour  of  the  ftudyof 
wifedomejdeceivedothteti;,  ther^re  tfee  name  S^fhi^vftM 
ufed  in  the  worft  part.  I  might  inftanfcein^niafty  other. 
For  further  opening  this^    MaynotthcAamc  Bsuitht  mertti- 
-  Aaaa  3  oncd? 
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oned  ?  God  tells  them  that  he  w9hU  take  a^msj  tht  ndmes  pf  Bsu^ 
Urn  oHf  rfthfir  t»ouihj.Vfby  may  not  we  ufe  this  word  B44li  in 
our  moutbes  ? 

TothatI  ahfwcr,  Ycs,  it  if  not  unlawful!  fof  at  to  men- 
tion the  wordj  not  withftandic^  this,  for  the  holy  Ghqftaiong 
trme  aiter ,  this  mentions  the  word  in  an  hiftoricall  way  : 
Rpm.i  1 .4.  he  fpeaks  there  of  chofe  thai  had  fut  hewed thiir  knees 
te  BdsUhc  word  you  lee  is  mentioned  and  rememhred  even  by 
the  Spirit  of  God|therdwe  it  wis  not  a  finne;  na^  not  onely  the 
word  Sodi,  but  itds  not.imiawfuU  to  mention  the  oames 
of  anyIdols-oftheheathen,fortheholy  Ghoft  dothfi>  Ukewifei 
A^si  8. 1 1  i  fpeakif^  of  the  (hip  that  they  fay  led  in,  he  faith 
thecct^hefefigne  was  Ss/er  4t$d  PeBux,  the  nameSiof  two  haa* 
then  Idols.  And  you  may  obferve  that  here  in  the  text  the  re- 
membring  is  as  much  forbidden  as  the  mentioning.  Now  if  it 
were  a  finne  meerly  to  mention  the  names  of  the  heathen  gods, 
it  were  a  finne  to  remember  them,  Therefore  God  meanes  the 
mentioning  of  them  Henerk  graeiaflciy  way  for  their  honoufior 
without  deteihtien  of  them. 

The  words  being  thHSopened,  you  have  many  excellent  Ob- 
fervations  out  of  them  very  ufcfiill  and  fcuonable  fiyr  our 
times. 

Firll,  Thcreisagrea't  deale  of  danger  in  words  and  names. 
You  (hall  call  me  IJbi^l  will  bot  have  you  call  mc  Ssali,  I  wiU 
fiot  have  that  word  u(ed ;  the  devil  bath  got  mu^b  l^  words  and 
names,h€retoforeby  the  word  PurrJMjfr,  though  men  knew  not 
what  it  meant ;  now  by  this  new  name  that  he  hath  of  late  in- 
ventedsthe  devil  hath  alwayes  fbme  words,  ibme  names  for 
diftinftionof  men,in  which  he  fees  advantage  is  to  be  had.  The 
(beakingofthe  wayes  of  Religion  in  the  language  of  fupeiftition 
doth  much  hurt.  We  have  a  notable  obfervation  from  the  Pa- 
pifts  themfelvesconceming  that,it  is  in  the  RhemiffsTeftainent 
in  their  notesupon  that  place,  r  Tim.  6lzo.  Keep  thatvfhkhk 
cemmitiedte  thj  $rmfiy4veiMMg  frefitne^MHdvsifteMlingsfi}  we 
tranflate  it,  chq^  tf anflate  it,  frefaue  Meveltiej,  this  is  their  note 
up*i  it,Let  iw  (fay  they)  kfef  9$$rfere-fMhers  werds^ndwejbai 
ei^lj  keef  ^ur  Mfideh;  you  (hali  fee  that  we  had  not  long  fincc 
theverylpiritoftfaefemeabreathinginmanyamongftus.   The 
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hcrctiques  ciU  repentance  mmndment^  but  let  us  fay  they  keep    lift.  1 5 . 
the  old  word  femna  •  they  fay  thi  L^ds  Suffer^  but  we  will 
keep  the  old  word  Ma^i ;  they  fay  C§mmmtUn  T^^Ajbut  let  us 
keep  the  old  word^/r^;  Wasit  not  juft  thus  witlKis  ?  they  call 
Elders  and  Minifiers^tt  us  fay  Friefis;they  izyfrnfir-intenaintSy 
bat  tet  us  k^p  tlu?  word  Bijh^f ;  (it  is  a  Saipture  word  indeed, 
but  not  In  that  fenfe  they  call  it,  br  in  the  Scripture  fthfe  every 
Prestjtfris^Bifiof)  thtyfvy  Sacrament,  let  us  keep  the  word 
Sacrifice  and  Hofi ;  they,  (ay  Congregation^  let  us  keep  the  word 
ChttrehiHicy  PMrningy  evening  frayer^  let  US  keep  the  Words 
Matters, evening^  fong ;  and  fo  ollation^  and  Lentj  and  Palme- 
funday,  and  Chrifimaffe  daj^&c*  ThiswasthcpolicicofPa- 
piflSy  arid  it  hath  been  the  policy  ofmanyofils  to  bring  in  po- 
pery by.   Let  us  take  heed  of  thi^^  for  the  devil  is  fubt  ilein  tbis> 
for  though  thefe  words  have  fome  kindeof  gopd/cnfeinthe 
orlginall^yet  there  is  danger  in  the  ufe  of  then?  •  jingnfline  in  his 
preface  to  his  narration  upon  the  Pfalmes  hath  thi^  expreflion. 
It  is  a  better  tjiing  in  the  mouth  of  Chridians  to  fpeake  accord- 
ingitothemannerof  the  Churchy  fowe  may  well  %,  it  had 
bceif  better  that  in  the  mouths  of  Prottfljnt^  there  had  been  the 
ordinary  language  of  Proteftants,  not  the  language  of  Papifts. 
Certainly  if  God  had  not  been  Ycry  mercifull  unto  us,  the  very 
language  of  Papifts  that  began  to  be  amongft  us  would  have  dene 
abundance  of  mi(chiefe>  take  heed  as  long  ais  yon  live  of  the 
language  of  Papifts  whatfbever  pretence  they  may  have  for  their 
words.    In  that  place  ohheRhemiftsTeftament  quoted,  they 
hy,Let  us  take  heed ef  the  ytords  pfheretiques^  they  there  ccnfcfle 
that  heretiquts  (as  they  call  us)  ufe  many  words  that  have.no 
fereat  hult  in  them,but  becaufe  they  are  the  words  of  heretiques, 
let  us  not  (fay  they  j  ufe  them ;  They  are  wife  enough,  they  will 
not  ufe  our  words,though  they  confefte  the  words  themfclves 
have  no  harme  in  them,yet  becaufe  they  are  our  proper  lai^age 
fas  they  make  themjdiftinA'from  themfclvts,  therefore  no 
Catholiques  fiiouhl  ufe  them,  why  ftiould  not  we  be  as  wife  as 
they  ?      .  •  ' 

ThefecondObfervtoton,  Idolatry  is  a  moft  Ipathfome  and 

abominably  thing :  Why  ?  Surely  that  is  moft  loathfome 

that  we  may  not  fo  much  as  mention,  that  we  may  not  fo 
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mach  as  rcmembct;;  We  mii^feek  to  abolifh  the  rciy  nuoe.the 
very  remcmhrtnce  of  Idolatry  as  much  as  poflibly  we  ctn. 
F itft,  ono  that  we  hatt ^  we  doe  not  lore  his  pre(eQ€e,we  doe  not 
like  his  comjMny ;  Second}/^  if  we  hate  iiiin  very  much,  we  doe 
not  love  fb  much  as  to  («e  hioi ;  aad  if  pertitps  .we  doe  ice  him 
afar  off,  our  hearts  rife>  that  is  a  icGoad  dc^eq.  But  thirdty,  if 
our  bitred  befo  great  that  we  cannot  endure  to  name  h^^  that 
is  a  greater  decree  of  hatred.  But  fourthly^  if  we  cannot  endure 
to  remember  htm>that  is  more  thento  name  him.Yet  thi^s  (hould 
it  be  in  our  manifdlatioai  of  our  hatred  to  Idohitry  :  We  (koul4 
not  admit  it  into  our  comp^ny^much  leCfe  then  to  joyne  in  the 
Ordinances  of  God.  We  ihoukl  not  admit^no  not  die  veiy  %bt 
of  it,  no  not  the  name  of  it,  no  not  the  memory  of  it  without  y ' 
grettdeflleofifidigQatio«i.im44.4.  Oh  Sena  this  obndmatLf 
ribin^,  faith  the  Lord  there ;  The  Lord  cryes  out  with  a  (htiekc 
as  it  were^  Ok  I  d»  net  this  Ab^minai^U  thimg^  as  if  any  of  you 
(hould  fee  onercady  to  murther  your  child,  or  to  cut  the  tbroate 
ofyeurfather>you  wouldftirikeour^Obl  whatmcanejrautodo? 
do  not  luch  ah  horrible  villanyas  this;  fo  God  as  it  wese  cryes 
out  with  a  fhrikej^  »^  thft  ^^minahU  thisf. It  is  obfervablein 
the  (bcond  cojnmandement.that  God  faith  ki  will  vifit  the  finne 
MfPM  th  third  gtnerdthn  cfibem  thdt  haiehimstioiiQ  feem  tolove 
God  iRore  then  wil-worfhippers ;  they  will  pot  oody  wor(hip 
God  as  he  hach  appointed^  but  will  deviie  wayesof  their  owSf 
and  yet  God  charges  the  breakers  of  no  commandemeot  with 
hatred  of  him  but  onely  thefe.  As  if  God  (hould  f  ay^you  pretend 
lovetomeinthatyou  wiUfindeout  new  waiesto  worftiipsie 
by^  you  pretend  decency  and  reverence,  but  I  account  it  hatmg 
me,you  can  provoke  me  in  nothing  more.  Tirtullid»  in  his  bods 
Df  ld§lol4trU  iiath  (his  evcpreflion^Idolatry  is  the  priocipall  hai*- 
nous  aime  of  manki'nde,  it  is  the  chiefe  guilt^f  the  werldj  and 
the  onely  caufe  of  Judgement  in  the  world* 

It  were  good  therefore  feeingGod  hates  it,  and  loathes  it  i^ 
«iuch,that  we  (hould  hate  and  loath  it,  and  therefore  even  call 
out  the  name  and  the  memory  of  it ;  it  were  a  happy  thingif  this 
could  be  obtayned,  that  oowthe  names  i^  of  PopiOv  foof  hea* 
theni(h  Idols  could  be  got  out  from  th# Ghurch;  Bat  I  know  )Qot 
howitcomestopa({e9  that  we  ChrKliansdoftillreWnetheuft 
of 
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of  tlicir  names^  the  very  dayes  of  the  week  among  us  arc  called 
by  the  names  of  Planets  or  heathen  Gods ;  Not  that  I  thinke  it 
«  finneJB^n  k  is  the  ordinaty  language  of  the  world^fo  to  fpeak 
as  may  oe  imdcrftood,  for  the  Apc^le  (as  I  faid  afore  j  o»entio- 
nechthe  tamtoiC^fivrirndP^tHxiiaat  if therecoold  bean  alter- 
ation ^  a  gencrallconientj  it  were  a  thing  ddirable  (as  our  brc* 
throi  inNew-England  Ao)  andit  were  very  dtluable  likewife« 
that  oar.  children  might  not  be  educated  in  the  ufeof  heathen 
Poem^i  where  the  names  of  heathen  Idok  arcrkeptnpfreftia- 
mopgft  us  ;  .The  Papifts  themfelves  acknowledge  fo  much 
in  their  notes  upon  the  Rhcmifts  Teftament,  Rt^il.  i.  ver.io. 
'where  they  fay,  the  name  4S'jifiM<«y  is  Heatheni/b,  as  all  other  of 
the  week<^dayes,  fomc  impofed  after  the  name  of  Planets  by 
the  Blomans>  ibme.byihe  nameof  cettaine  Idols  that  the  Saxons 
worfhipped,  to  which  they  dedicated  their  day($  be&re  they 
were  Chnftians;  which  names  the  Church  u&d  not^bat  hath  ap- 
pointed to  call  the  fiift  day  Damimkf^  (the  Lord«)  the  other  oy 
the  name  of  J>r j^/^untilhhe  laft  day  or  the. wcek^which  fhe  cal^ 
leth  by  the  old  name  «f  4^^^6,becaufe  that  was  of  God,  and  not 
by  impofition  of  the  Heathen.  And  in  their  Annotations  upon 

aftep  the  Sabbath  which  is  Qur  Lords  day.  And  the  ApofUe 
(i  C#r.i^.2j  commanded  icoUeAion  to  be  made  onthefiift 
of  the  Sabbath :  whereby  weleame(fay  they  j  both  the  keeping 
that  dcy,  and  the  Churches  count  of  dayes  a.  3.  ^.of  the  Sabbath: 
that  is,  the  fecond  day,  the  third  day  of  the  weeK,  and  fo'  on,  to 
beApo&oUcally  which  S.SyLvtfiir  afterward  named  ^•3*4* 
Ferum.  Thus  you  have  the  Papifts  acknowledging  the  Loids  day 
to  b6  ApoftolM:aU,and  the  calling  the  dayesofthe  week,  the  <e-* 
cond,  the  third^tlie  foutth|&€.  to  be  likewife  ApoftolicalL  The 
HeatheniOiRomaQe  names  of  the  dayes  were  fromthe  feven 
Planets,  1  S^/JkomthcnccDkifM, Sunday,  dedicated  to  the 
Sunne.  ^tuns,  Monday,  dedicated  to  the  Moone.  i.Miirs^ 
Tuefdav,  dedicated  to  Mmrs.  Our  Englilh  Tuefday  is  a  Saxon 
name,  from  7Vvi^«,whp  they  fty  was  oiiefe  leader  and  ruler  of 
the  German  Nation  fram  the  Tower  of  i74i^/»  who  in  honour 
ofhim£attedthisday7ff^2l9,T«jyr«hisdaj.'  a A(tir€Mrim,  to 
whom  Wedncfday  is  dedicated.  Our  En^ii^  it  fram  the  SazMs 
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fVidin,  Y^ho  was  tgrettPnnceainop^them :  after  liistfcath 
they  adored  his  Image.  The  5.  Iwfittr,  to  whom  Thurfiltjr  is 
dedicated :  r  Our  Engli (h  is  firom  the  Saxon  Tt^r^  the  mpurdfan 
Idol  which  they  adciently  worfliipped.  Thetf .  VfnmjtQ  whott 
Friday  is  dedicated :  Our  Eogblh  is  ftam  Frig4y  an  Idol  of  tk 
Germans.  This  Idol  reprefeqted  both  Sexes,  as  wdl  man  «s 
woman^  an  Hermaphrodite.  She  was  reputed  the  giver  of  plen- 
ty, and  the  cauier  of  amide:  it  islikeit  was  the  ftme  which  the 
Romans  ailed  ^ruMT.  The  j:S0SmmMy  dedicated  to  Sattinie^ 
from  whence  our  Sateiday  bath  the  name :  or,  as  othersthiBk^ 
from  Stater^  an  Idol  of  the  Germans.  Ex^im  aj.  13.  we 
hate  this  chaise ,  In  sB  thmgs  thsf  1  kdw  fidd  mmo  p»y 
h  etrcHmfpeS  md  makf  n§  mtntim  of  the  noma  rf  other 
Cods ,  neither  U$  ft  h  heard  Otn  of  thy  mettoh^  Pfalme  16.4. 
Ddvid  pigfefleth  he  wiU  not  tske  the  names  of  Idds  isia  -  hii 
liffes. 

A  third  note  i9,that  litde  things  in  point  oflSods  Worihip  any' 
way  tending  to  Idolatfy  are  tobe  tafeen  hetd  cfi  The  very 
word  Badti.vfitcAy  to  memiomt,^  would  thliili  tpht  oneol 
the  rmaUe(ltMngsthatcbuldbe,butyetwefeeOod  WiOuld  have 
his  people  take  heed  of  that.  .  ^ 

Th<;ife  is  no  CokmMdfttem^herdn  God  Tpeakes  of.  hfmielf 
as  tLJealons  God  but  ifl  the  fecond ;  now  jedoufie  yon  knoW 
doth  not  onely  cauleobe  t$>  beofeidcd  at  fomegrbile  think  but 
at  any  thing  that  d<»k but  tend  thac^way,  as  ifahusbanff  Bea 
jealous  husband^he  is  not  oAely  bffefided  if  he  (hould  meit  with 
his wifecommtciiig thevery a<St of adulterywith  another nHin, 
but  the  leaft  ghnce  ot  a  wanton  lobk  will  di fpleafe  him^tht  leaft 
thingthatisany  way  tendtngthat  way  Witt od&t^^  So  faith 
God  in  this commandement^  Jdmojesi^ms  God^  to  note  that 
though  we  fhould  not  agree  to grofle Id^tfiltryyTo  werihip  Ima- 
( gcsin  a  gtofle  way^yec  stWe  doany  thing  that  doth  bpt  tend  thaf 
way,  that  hath  but  zay  Uheoeffe  to  liipeSition,  -the  Lord  is  je»: 
loosofthat,evffl&ah4i  thing  wocUddf^leaiehiaa,  in  matters 
ot^Gods  worlkiplittle  things aven^tobecontefflned  ^^f  in  any 
.  things  in  the  worU}  Wt  aveitamake  coiiftience  of  little  thhigs- 
jthcn  inpoincot  WorAup^  when  we  oxne  to  ddQie  wiihGod^ 
wehadi)oodtolMk«£ejhieiiEbh^  .Vb  ^pieltionbi^ 
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chcPhtfifijel  whm  tfcey  mrfhed their  binds,  and  Ghri  ft 
Wdmmt'^iMhidB,  WDiitdt)|rfetd)r'taaccQre<liat  o^tM 
fliudh  prtdftnefle,  what  is  there  afky  hiirt  in  the  vrafldag 
oti  mane  hands?  pet  Chrift  would  not  wiflt  hi|  hands. 
Though  this  mightXetme  to  be  bnt  a  little  rnaftor  bcfixe  ethos, 
yetbecaaicithadfomekiodoftenAeiicjr  tm  fhtivr  (otnc  reibeft 
to  their  fiiperftitious  Wtf^  Chrift  wodLd  Mt  agrbe  t»' them 
thereby 

There  is  a  ftoiy  xb  the  Prinutife  tines  of  that  oeblt  fav 
vant  of  God  and  Mioifter  of  the  Church  Mi^cm  Ar€fh9§fi* 
Hty  who  in  the  time  of  CmfimnimlvA  \t&^  the  caixle  af 
.oversowing  an  Jdob  Temple,  afterwarcb  when  bUi^m 
tUBt  to  be  Empeffour^  he  would  force  the  peofde  of  that 
place  ro  build  it  op  againe ,  thejp  were  readjr  ta  do  it  but  he 
refeied  it,  whereupon,  thofe  that  were  his  own  people,  orec 
whom  he  had  been  BiAiop,  took  him  and  (Iript  him  of  all  his 
dothes^aadabufed  his  naked  body^  and  gareit  up  to  the  children 
^  lance  it  withtbdrpethkniYes,  and  tfajpn  Icauled  MmtobepUt 
in  S'basket  and  anoymed  his  naked  body  with  honey,and  let  Uqi 
in  the  funtohe  ftung  wkh  wi^s,  and  ail  this  auelty  they 
fliewed^becanieJie  wottldnotdo  any  thing  toward  the  building 
Up  oftiiisldiE  telnple ;  Nay  tfaey  came  totbis/thatif  he  would 
d6butchetekftt1iifigtOWtrd»it,  if  he  would  give  but  a  half e* 
j^enn^to  ittfiqr  wciddftvirhbR;  but  he  refiiTed  aU»  thoi^h 
db  giving  but  of  one  halfe^-penny  towards  there-edification 
of  thKt  Hot  tlcmplc  might  have  iiived  his  life ,  he  would  not 
dd^^tlbfe  litttethiti^&i  that  WUcb  conceroes  the  wor- 
Slip  of  God  ill  Rielsgibn/  is  of  more  concernment  then  your 
ormyliir. 

1  I  &afe  read  m  TitodiMf  of;  Valmihuikf,  who  was  af-* 

hxiPksM»  BftipeiMr ',  ^ifig<  be&te  hfHim  into  the  Temple 

dftte  |cidiiitlleI'>W^#^ii?  C WU«b  by  the'  way  ,  becaufc  we 

an^^«eakli^|gpdf  tH^  tattt  take  this  note;  Thewwd 

'  ArfWMf  y  asit  is  Commonly  ufeA,  /uA  a  mm  hnth  ^1^ 

;^/iHiki«^^  (hooildibe  forborne  tl  the  Heathen  iiad  a  goddcfle. 

{^  Wef  cHl]^^!i^^W^,^«nd  we  (kouM  not. continue  thofe 

|diAiftoO'v(^bn A<y  Iflr^^  the  Prieftthere 

.  hftW  lUB^Wtfdi'^^  n  tJib^Pipigs^ wbo^iiiiitite  the  Hear 
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tlienSt^  ashefprinkicdituponifl^Mi,  b^  tcddent  that  came 
but  one  diop  ofthat  water  moi^akminiMny  he  thercnp^ii  pre- 
fently  ftfucK  the  Prieft » kna  witball  tookc  kis  garment  and  cut 
that  part  ot  it  in  pieces  upon  which  the  water  was  fprinkkd. 
Someweuldrayialaswhatwastfaat?  It  wap  but  a  little  water 
that  dropped  upen  hitn«  aodthttby  accident ;  yet  in  deteftation 
ofthat  Idolatryi  he  cut  in  pieces  that  part  ef  his  garment.  We 
cannot  (bew  our  hatrecfagainft  Idolat^  fuUy  •  except  we  A^ew 
it  in  little  things »  as  wdl  as  in  things  that  areve^grofieandT 
Yile. 

The^fiUrtt  M.  4.  cdf.i$.  tels  of  the  zedie  of  children  of 
i* 410^^^^  who  becaufe  aTainis^btU  witl\  which  they  pUy^ 
ed,  had  but  touched  the  footeof  the  Afle  whereon  Lticms  their 
hereticall  Bifliop  rode,  they  cryed  out  it  wa  defiled ,  and  burnt . 
it  in  the  Market-place  prefently;  hatred  is  much  £hcwninlitde 
things. 

Fourthly  9  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Gods  people,  to  kerpe  them* 
felyes  as  free  fi-ora  Idolat^  and  fuperftiiion  ai  C^n  .be  1  from  the 
very  vei^es  of  it :  Why  ?  Here  they  muft  lioe  fo  much  as  mcnti* 
on  the  names  of  their  Idols,,  certainly  therefore  t|iey  muft  ketpe 
themfclves  at  a  great  dillance  from  it :  Wee  miift  not  ttkinkc  it 
enoi^h  to-fty ,  Can  aiw  man  convince  us  that  this  is  Idohlry  f 
Though  it  be  not,  yet  if  it  but  borders  upon  it  1,  it  is  your  duty  to 
keepe  your  felves  from  it.  P/dfSi*9^  7m  flMn§$  bdve  amy 
ftran^e  G0dwithy0m^pxhjvefa  .  It  is  notonelv  forbidden  that 
you  mall  not  worihip  a  falie  God » birt  you  AmU  not  fo  muahas 
haveafal(eGod.b^yoQ;asZ>^r.x5.i3.  when  God  wooMfoT'- 
bid  thefinne  of  injuftice,of  felling  wares  byfaUc  weightSjmarke 
what  the  exprelfion  is,  TMfidlt  n$t  hav^  in  thy  tM£  divers 
yriiihiSyd^standdfmdlUwci  it  Wis  fidtohaye  a  grcdtand 
a  fmall  wetghe  iaa  manS  bag ;  Why  ^  If  yon  (hoiUd  ^ode  a  great 
and  a  fmall  w^ighttn  ones  bag^pcmps  he  woidd  fayjhutcan  yoa 
proYetkateyerl  fold  wares  by  thefmallwcigte,  or  tooke  wares 
mby  this  greatweight?  Yea,  but  faith  God,  totbeendyoamuqr 
befarreofffiom  the  (inne  of  in/uftice  j  i  requite  you  thatyop 
(hall  not  have  them  iayoui'bag;  God  would  hare  us  koepeofif 
from  the  very  verge  ofthat  fin,  mu^h  more  firem  Idolatiy,  which 
is  the  woifl  ofallother  fins;  J/2rJ.tf  5  «4.God  chais^ufon^ian. 
•• '  •         not 
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not  oncly  that  greflrfiime  tXt4tingfwimsfUJI^\^ththw}ii%  the 
kr$th  ^4k0mmMkU  thimgs  im  tbrir  viftls  ;  Tfacy  might  frf^  wee 
wiUnotcitefhcfleftijbutthebrothi  no  you  mnftnot  hayethe 
btoth  of  abominable  things  in  your  yeflcls,  you  iBuftkccpcfar 
off  froni  that  defilement;  As  the  Lord  fpeakes  concerning  cor- 
porall  whorodome,  Prru.  j  .8.  Rimave  thj  wsijfirfrem  hfr^come 
netnightheJtperi^fherbeufei  If  one  ftiouldfay,  wec  will  net 
commit  uncleanncfle,  bat  faith  God,  you  rtuft  remoye  y%\a  way 
farrc  frotn  ^cr ,  and  you  muft  not  come  nigh  her,  no  not  nigh  the 
doore  of  her  houfe.  Wc  mnft  not  come  nigh  Popery,  wec  muft 
abftainefrom  the  appcarancc^f  that  evill.  Certainly,  it  hath 
bcene  a  great  diftemper  in  many  of  your  hearts ,  f  hat  you  went 
fonigh  to  Popery  «$ you  did,  efpeciallf  at  fuch  a  time  when  the 
TidewastommiDgiiwponyouj  for  4  man  to  ftand  ;  uft  at  the 
edge  of  the  water  when  the  Sea  is  comming  jn,i:fpeciall][  if 
you  were  in  feme  places,  as  in  the  WAjhe^s  in  Lincelneffiirg^  is  a 
dahgeious  thing,  to  (Vand  at  the  edge  when  the  tyde  is  going  a- 
way,isnotfoMiigcroHS;  Many  of  you  when  the  lydc  of  Pope- 
ry and  fupcrftuion  was  commmgin,  you  ftood  upon  the  very 
edge  ef  the  water ;  this  is  a  fin  you  ought  to  repent  of. 

Fifthly,  the  Church  ot  God  muft  not  worftiipGcfl  after  the 
manner  that  Idolaters  doe:  They  muft  not  fo  much  as  make 
mention  of  the  names  that  they  did  ,  certainly  then  not  wor(hip 
God  in  the  way  they  doe,  in  thofe.  orders  and  ceremonies  they 
doe. Markethat place,  Diut.iz.'^o,  Take  heed  $§  thyfelfe  that 
theuhen§tfnareihjfelUmngthem^  and  that  then  enamre  n^t 
iifter  their  Godsjaytng^  How  did  theft  Nations  ferve  their  Godsf 
evinfo  will  1  doe  Ukewife  ;  thottjbalt  not  dee  fo  ttnt^  the  Lerdthj 
G^0^;thenverfe3a.  Hitatthing/iever  Icommandyouy  oiftrveto 
doe  ity  thoujbaltjtot  adde thereto^  nor  dimini/bfrom  it.  Thou  (halt 
not  fo  much  as  enquire  bow  others  ferve  thetr  Gods,  what  their 
rifts  and  ordinances,  and  manners  of  ferving  their  Gods  arc, 
thou  fhalf  not  worftiipmcfo;  How  then  tord  ?  as  ifthey  ftiould 
by ^frtfdt foever thing icornm^^jett,  otfervetodoe  it,  thott/bdlt 
not  addo  thereto^  nor  SmiHt/bfrom  it^^cu  muft  keepe  to  that^and 
not  thinke  to  worftiip  me,  asother/worfhip  their jL4pb.  The 
Lord  ftands  much  upon  this,  thMghthc  thing  in  it  Bfe  may  be 
i  a  lawful!  tjurff^etbecanfe  it  is  thct  way  Idolatershave  taken  up^ 
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ikmio^^  it  nvu^  bere je^%«4i  Bf^kj^^a^,  ttare  is  a  commanded 
mfiQt  t^ the  Prkftjk  q^  tlve  IfOid  j  thM  ^iMsy  £b41  voitfi^w  tlnir 

i&<;4i!r9  fo  tbe  words  trc  rendered  in  the  Old  Tranflarion  ,  and  M 
rias  M^ntanm  tranflates  them  thus»  Thej  (b^clif  apiaUythebr 
hnirtidlofAUHgthi  that  is  the  meaniHgoi  the  wards  u  they  are 
;  in  tbe  Hebrew;  the  Old  Tsaoflation,  Tbej  fiM  r^^ndfheir  htads^ 
is  according  to  the  Hkbr«w ;  theceafon  is  this»  becaufe  the  Idia^ 
latK>u5  PrieftS)  according  to  thefeverall  wayea  of  wo^ipping 
their  IdolS),  feme  of  theaa  did  (have  their  heads ,  others  wore 
long  haire  as  woiaeni  feme  kinde4)f  Idols  being  worshipped  one 
Iway^fome  another,  aUinexccffivewaves:  Now  faith  God  to 
his  Priefts,  they  (hall  doe  neither;  fo  thatitiitheifljuoftiooof 
Godtohif  Minifttrs  thereto b«  fioniUJH^is ;  Certainly,  tht 
Dcvilllyrgat  that  place  of  ScriptorCf  when  he  raiftd  up  fucht 
name  to  reproach  men  hy »  whkh  we  have  the  expcefle  word  of 
Soripturerorthe  injoyningit :  Andontheoth'crfioej  wJicd  the 
Scripture  would  defcribt  the  enemies  of  God»  itdclcribcch  theq» 
by  tbe  oontrary ,  th0  kajrHfislpe. 

I  remember  I  hare  read  oiftbo  Luc^ditmnUm  ^  whenthev 
would  rcfprmc  excefle  in  appatell ,  wittch  was  wich  amoBgft 
them,  at  length  tfaeirconfiiltatioa  came  to  thistciilt  9  tha«  there 
•ihould  be  a  Law  made»  that  none  but  harlots  (houl4  wtarc  pom- 
pous ahd  rich  cloathes^  and  by  this  OKanos  thnrthoi^t  to  get 
aUwoaenthat  r^arded  their  credits^  or  ch«it)r  ,•  to  goe-in 
meaneor  plainedoathing,  by  thisthey  attiiMd  their  ead :  If  by 
tbelight of  natwe^  once  athing  come  to  bcsri&fliioawilhhar* 
lots^  grave  and  feber  Matroni  wiU  nevf  r  meddle  with  it  ^  th« 
whatIdolateistakci4)hxiarot{hk>^  thc:Gfai«ch:(h|Ouldabftiinf 
fqmi;  iftheremuftnotbe«.con^)rinity  bieCweette  Matfoa^and 
harlots^  ther^muftQQtbeacooforffliqrbetWQeQetbeCiwrdiof 
Qodandldolatersv  .:  .     ♦ 

T redeem  ffftnfu  tApldeMf  kn  ^ttfis^^serimbm'       .  jtrU^  M§tfN^tm  io  S  T|ear 

U^fArtm^i:iimdiem  ad  0ccsfum ,  adfeftem      ^f^^TztZ^^ 

rimemfka  U  •rtmtem  mUd^  Monian.<fefe4rica     ^^,iaitll,  that  the  JoWS  <eport 

rempii.  1,96.                        .  *        or  thirteeoe  -taUes  of;  ftone 

that  were  in  tfieqiitwardCoortoftheTcmplti  atwhtch-meii 
wmwontto<pray^andaUefthem*wecemide,i«i^       foal 
- .        .  fome 
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(bate  looked  to  the  Nortl^  and  ibme  to  the  South,  and  fometo 
theW^,  but  noftone  toward  the  Eaft :  And  God  fo  baSt  his 
Ttn'plethat  the  Holyof  holieft  was  not  to  looke  toward  the 
Eaft,  but  jtowtrd  the  Weft:  Hence  £«it8.i(5.  itisfiidthat 
thefethat  woHfaipped  the  Sun,  with  their  faces  toward  the  Eaflr, 
they  had  their  backs  upon  the  Temple,  fo  that  it  appeareth  plain- 
ly,chat  the  Temple  ftood  Weftt- ward,  and  upon  this  ground,  be- 
caufe  there  were  io  many  aax>ng  lyhon  the  Jews  lived,  that 
were  worlhibpers  of  the  Sun,  and  in  their  worihip  they  would 
ever  iooke  Eutward,  and  uf^on  that  very  reafon  the  Lord  would 
not  have  the  Holy  of  holieft  built  Eaftward;  Now  all  your 
Chanceh  in  England  are  built  Eaftward,  and  it  was  wont  to  be 
theordarandwaj^  ofyour  fuperftitious  worflbippen  evannore 
when theycame  into  £ieb  a  plac#  to  looke  Eaftward  3  and  bow 
fokmnly  theoifelves,  tiot  oncAy  to  the  Altar,  but  Eaftward.  I 
'  have  feene  my  ietfe  a  Bi/hop,  who  when  the  Communion  Table 
was  fdt  downe  in  another  placa^  he  negleftedthat ,  and  goes  to 
the  BafteiMi  of  Ae  Chancel! ,  and  boweth  himfelfe^though  bis 
back  wasopontfae  table.  And  you  (haU  obferve  it  in  all  your 
burials  9  the  conps  are  laid  Eaft  and  Weft^  for  this  end  by  fomct  < 
that  wfaeti  Chcilt  comes  to  judgement,  they  may  be  ready  to 
looke  hioi  in  the  face,  it  being  a  tnrdition  that  he  (hall come 
from  the  Eaft.  Yoami^notthmke,  tliatthofe  who  doe  not  fol- 
low the  old  coftomes  of  Superftition,  doc  it  outoicroflencfle 
of  difpofition  5*  it  is  the  fame  way  that  God  brought  his  peo- 
ple ap  in,  when  they  &w  Idolaters  worfhipone  way,  they 
thouid  Worftiip^anothet  Way ;  we  ffluft  take  heed  of  borrow-^ 
ing  of  the  Egyptians,  if  you  borrow  from  them  you  may  thinke 
it  riches ,  but  yoa  may  get  thrir  botches  and  boiles :  Wc  hav4 
enough  in  tfe  word  oi  God,  Wf  need  no  imitation  of  idolaters 
and  Papifta  in  the  way  ofworihif^ 

Yet  further,  that  which  lies  more  fidly  inthe  Text  is,  £iidh  okfir. 
things  that  in  themfelves  confidered  have  no  hurt  in  them ,  yet 
when  they  come  to  be  abufed  to  Idolatry ,  they  muft  be  eaft  .a» 
Way;  lyrilltakithemamt ofB^U ^nt  vfj^ur  manthes  ,  the  vkmt 
was  good,  but  being  abufed,  wasto  be  taken  aWay ;  ye«iot  one^ 
ly  fuch  things  as  are  in  the  origtnall  of  them  trcaa  Idolaters ,  Ut 
evanfiichtiimesasinthebeffinninc'Wirrof  Gods  own  ioftitutl*-  I 
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on,  iftl\ey  do  not  yet  continue  his  inftitutionSs  ifGoddonocire* 
quire  the  continuance  of  them  ftiilythey  muft  be  taken  twiy,  not 

,  onely  correftedbttt  removed  ind  wholly  rejefted  from  Gods 
wor(hip.  I  will  give  you  an  inftaoce  for  both  thde  tc^etKer, 
Ex$d^  34*^5  .T>y*44f  defiroj  $hcir  slurs ^Iredhs  their  trndges^  an 
d»wH  their  gr§ves.  Many  will  eafily  ^rant  thofe  things  that 
came  from  Idolaters  at  foft  ihould  be  re  jeded  by  us^  but  they  (ay 
thofe  ceremonies  wehave^v^have  them  faromtii^ancyenrfii- 
thersin  the  primitive  times  before  Popery  was.  For  a  nill  an- 
fwer  to  that  which  may  for  ever  ftop  the  mouth  of  that  objedd- 
on^youhaveanexprefle  Command  here  that  thofe  groves  were 
to  be  cut  dQ wn  whole  origtnall  was  not  from  Idblatets/br  Gen. 
2 1 .3  3  •  the  text  (kith  that  Airaham  kmlt  an  AUeor,^  md^l^ted 
sgreve^nndedUedthere  en  the  nsme  efthe  Lord  tin  everUftimg 
C/cJ;  groves  and  altars  had  a  good  originall  from  Ahr^nm,  but 
afterwards  being  abufed  by  Idolaters^GoQ  requires  of  them  now 
to  cut  down  the  groves.  And  thftt  example  a  Ki^g.  z  8.4*  of 
the  Brazen  Serf  ent^  it  had  a  good  beginning,  «adwasanerdi- 
nanceofGod  for  a  timc^onely  it  did  not  continue  asanordmaxice 

^afterwacdjbut  they  might  thinke  and  fo  plead  that  it  Was  kept  as., 
a  religious  monumentibut  Hez^kiah  according  to  the  command 
ofGodbyil</«/^/,  beat  down  the  Brazen  Serpent^  and  Called  it 
Nehnfidn  in  a  way  of  contempt,  a  piece  ofbrafle,  though  i(  had 
beenanotable  inftrument  of  good  tq  the  people  of  I&a3  infor- 
mer timts^yet  now  it  was  but  Nehnfisn^btttzYiibc  ofbraff:* And 
further,to  the  aboliOiing  thoie  things  that  have  been  abufed  to  I* 
dolatry  there  is  added  a  gracious  promife,  Jfaay.p.Bj  tbiejhaa 
the  iniqmty  eflaceb  be  fnrged^ni  thie  ie  dtthefruite^e  tskg  emsj 
kisfif^ne,ivheH  he  maketh  Mlltheftenes  §f  the  Altmr  ds  cluUks^fi^nes 
tbm  sre  beaten  infnnJer;lh^  indeed  hath/4c#(/con:6!l:ion 
the  true  finite  upon  him  to  purge  away  his  (inne^  when  he  makes 
alltheftonesorthe  Alur  as  cbalke-ftones ;  And  lefiahiscomr 
mended  2  iCjif^.23.  fordeftroying  the  high  fdaces^  thegroves 
and  altars  and  the  charets  for  the  funt&c.  And  repenting  Mi- 
naffci,2  Chren.  33*18.  is  commended  that  he  did  tdcc  away  the 
ftnmgefods,  andth%  Idols  out  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord9  tniall 
de  akats ;  and  Baniel^chaf^j^oM  not  eaic  of  the  Kings  meat, 
becaufe  it  had  been  abufed  and  confecrated  to  his  Idote. ' 

^  -    ^  •  Bat 
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^     B!]t  ^  the  opening  of  tius  there  will  be  fomeihingmyiiKied 
-hf  wwf^waCwmncrzn  objedioo.  You  VfUl^y^wccmttiwic 
prolubiticxis  tliere  paiticulary  concerning  the  Jews  aiidnocfo 
Ally  concerning  us  ?  they  fomecimcs  are  forhiadeo  Cq  takeoflf 
the*  gold  and  filveroffdie  Idols,  do  fuch  profaibitionscencerhe 
OS  in  every  thing  chat  hath  been  abufcd  to  Idolatry  ? 
'    ¥or  anfwer,!  confcfle  I  thinke  vre  are  not  bound  in  every  par- 
tioiilar  circaflaiftaQce  according  to  thofe'cominandeiiicntathat 
God  tMuiredof  themtnritfaer  dolthinke  that  they  had  been    AhJw. 
4)0ttnd  it  thef  had  not  hadiome  exprefle  commandcment  in  fome 
thingi  that  they  did^  if  they  ^ad  made  oTe  of  the  filvcr/x  gdd  of 
an  iiufge^fof  fame  civil  vie^before  the  e^qnidfe  prohibkion  came 
to  thcjn^ithad  beeo  no  finaenntoffaemjthofe  things  being  reqni*- 
cctlof  them  byibme  poftive  taw^  and  not  required  in  the  (g^ 
4XMid  eonmandei^ent  finther  thon  there  is  a  moraU  ecjpiity  in 
-tfatnu 

Bst  how  farre  do  they  binde  OS  ? 
C  ^IthoferulcsOodi^arctothe JewstodefttoyallchtfQsabu- 
;  ^toldobQ3sbindusinthcle  threecafes. 
.  Firft,wcin«A  retain  nedungwhtTcby  any  £diew 
retaincany  honour.   If  Mtratcni  vroidd  not  bow  to  a  living 
numoaient  of  that  nation^  whofe  name  God  had  ordained  to  be 
.  iicctcd  out  kwn  undtr  heaven »  much  ItfTe  (hoiild  we  revor- 
cncedumbc  monumentsof  tfaofe  Idds  which  God  hath  itvo- 
tedtodtftrutibion;  we  moft  not  (hew  refpefttoany  thingthat 
Idolateta  have  ^bvied ,  when  our  referviog  of  them «  or  re- 
fpeft  to  them  mav  any  vivp  keep  up  any  honour  of  thcfii. 
Therefore ^adbfiiioly  tiiis  is  a  truths  that  to  take  a  ceremony 
McBOk  Papifts»  to  bring  it  into  the  moft  iblemne  ordinances 
'^  Ch  Ki  vTi  ytt  fo  into  ^m  to  that  end  that  it  may 
4idde  to  the  honour  of  that  ordinance,  can  never  be  juftifeq* 
There  never  was  any  cenendny  ibore  jabominaUy  abi^  then 
that  of  the  Crode;  Now  thoiigh  it  be  not  a  ikinc  to  oiake 
m  aolft^  vet  to  brim$  it  into  luie  of  the  moft  iblemne  ordi* 
mhoea  or  JChdfk  in  kk  Cfaorch  ^   and  to  aoake  it  there  to  foxa- 
dmci  io.tfcofhonoorof  £ch  an  ordinance >  it  is  impofliblc 
teuenmuft  fliotdieir  eyes  if  they  dte  not  (ee  it  a  fircat  evfl. 
-fid  torrMSoKnfs.^  iippdo  these  might  be  £ime  ate  of  them  . 
-. Cc.cc  fome  \ 
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ibmeothec  way,  ycctobring  them  to  make  tbc  worfliip  of  God 
tobedeocDtytotmnkthatthofeveftments  that  haTebeenfona- 
toricuily  abufedi  (houU  addetbthe  honour  of  divine  wotihip 
mcA  needs  be  ni^oll,  furely  all  thofe  fcriptores  that  itquired  the 
Jewes  to  abolil\  thofe  things  that  have  beenabufedby  IdoU- 
ters^  if  they  have  any  morality  in  them,  they  will  ca£b  out 
the(e. 

Secondly,  When  any  thing  that  hath  been  abured  to  Idolatry^ 
ihall-intbeufeof  it  imply  any  commiraicating  with  Idolaters, 
then  it  mafl:  be  rej  eded :  that  is  cleare  out  of  Rev. ».  2o.there  the 
Church  efThfofira  is  charged  that  they  did  eafe  things  fucrificed 
to  /^^//;  Why  f  the  meat  facriHced  to  Idols  was  good  mcat^a  good 
-creature  of  God,  and  wc  have  that  rule,t|iat  evtiry  credturc  ofGod^ 
i^gooJfifh  befdnRifiedkj  the  word  c^  frdyeryyetthcj  are  charged 
for  it  as  a  (inning  againft  Chrifl:  in  it^You  wil  iay  what  is  that  to 
them  if  it  were  oflfered  to  Idols?  they  might.eatc  it  as  Gods  crea- 
ture :  But  it  was  a  Hnne  becaule  the  eating  of  that  did  argue 
-communion  with  them ; that  Is  plaiqointhat  i  Cor.te.i9,ip, 
20.  where  yoU  havetJie  arguoMntof  the  Apo(UeagainftM//iv^ 
thiMgt  oferedto  Jdoij,thus  herealbncth.  When  yoaeate  the  fame 
bread  in  the  Sacrament  it  ie  a  note  of  your  cemmttnion  oi^  with 
another,fo  when  you  eate  of  the  things  facriiiced  to  Idols^that  is 
a  note  of  your  communion  with  them :  that  is  the  argument 
oftheApoftle  in  that  place,  and  upon  that  ground  it  is  made  a 
finne,  Ton  Mmnot  (faith  he)  fdttukg  rfthe  TaUc  of  the  Lerddttd 
the  table  of  devils^  i^you  eace  of  their  meate>  you  commuiiicatc 
with  tbem  and  fo  it  is  fmne  teyou* 

Thirdly  r  To  make  uieo(  any  thing  abuied  by  Idolaters  when 
itcommtthtobeafeandalltoourbrethren,  afiareto  thofethat 
are  weake,theDitisalinneagai(^God,i  Cer.ioa%^iuimgtiHM 
*  offered  to  lielsy  is  forbidden  m  the  former  place  upon  a  ground 
otcommttmcstittg^  but  in  this  ti.ver.  itisfbrbidden  upon  the 
ffomdol  fcMMiUU,  thatisenoueh :  Calvin ip  his  Epiftleto  the 
Lord  Prote^or  in  Kii^  EdM^atds  dayes^hatfc  thefc  words;  What 
other  things  were  thole  ceremonies  mantaynedin  Enslandbot 
fomany  ples(in^alurements  that  enfiiare  pooiemtfiGnbkibidSy 
and  bring  them  mto  evil  ?  certainly  thefc  thanve  have  rctayned 
have  brought  abundanceptevilthiswayi  they  have  been  theiiK 
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fnaringpf  many  fouls.    In  thefe  three  things  the  rules  that  con^ 
ccrne  the  Jews  have  a  morality  concerning  us. 
•    But  yet  thefe  rules  moft  be  ebferved  withfbmecaut!ons»or 
elfe  we  may  go  away  add  not  underdaiid  the  rules  aright. 

.Theymuftbeunderftoodfirftin  things  that  are  ;;)ot  ordinan- 
ces continued  by  God ;  fbrcertainlv  if  it  bean  ordinance  that  God 
hathappointed,though  Idolaters  abufe  it  never  fo  much^we  muft 
goon  in  it.  It  istrue>the  brazen  ferpent  wasaa  ordinance  cf 
God^but  it  was  an  ordinance  but  for  a  timeiit  was  not  a  continur 
ed  ordinance,  and  therefore  being  abufed  to  Idolatry  it  was  to  be 
deftroyed;but  when  a  thing  is  an  ordinance  appointed  by  God  to 
be  continued  in  theChurch^wie  Ji:iiii  go  on  in  the  ufe  of  it,though 
it  be  abufed.  As  in  Baptifme,  the  ordinance  is  water,  thoueh 
they  abufe  water  we  Kiuft  continue  tlicufeof  it;  in  the  ordi- 
nance in  the  Lords  fupper^  is  the  ufe  of  bread  and  vv  ine>  thoijgh 
they  abufcthofe  elements  we  muft  continue  them^why  f  becaufc 
no  abulc  is  an  argument  to  refiifc  that  which  is  a  dut}  ;the  fubjed 
offcandal  is  a  thing  indiflferent.butifit  be  an.  ordinance, we  muft 
continue  our  obedience,  whether  men  be  of&nded  or  not  of- 
fended. 

Secondly,  Neither  can  any  of  thefe  rules  hold  in  any  thing  that 
is  of  neceflary  ufe  for  the  worfliip  of  God,  fo  as  we  cannot  en- 
joy the  wormip  of  God  without  them.  As  for  places,  fuppofe 
Idolaters haveabufed  a  placecf  meetmgfor Gods  worfliip,  when 
we  have  no  other  placeto  meet  in,thisis('for  theprefent  at  leaft) 
of  lieceflary  ufe  to  Gads  worfliip,  there  is  a  naturall  neceflity  of 
a  place,andifno  other  for  theprefent  may  be  had,  we  are  bound 
to  worfliip  in  that  place^  the  abufe  of  men  muft  not  hinder  Gods 
wotfhip,  God  hath  never  put  his  worfliip  under  the  power  of 
wicked  men,  fo  as  they  fliould  Iceep  his  people  off  fiom  it  when 
theypleafe* 

Thirdly,  If  it  be  any  ceremony  that  of  its  own  nature  (not  by 
virtue  of  any  inftitution  from  man)  hath  that  decency  in  it  as 
that  the  want  of  it  would  be  an  undecency,then  thoujgh  it  be  ne« 
ver  fo  much  abufed  we  are  to  go  on  in  it;K>r  it  is  the  duty  oftSods 
peopleto  worfliip  God  ina  decent  way ;  It  is  thenileoftlie  A- 
pdBtUyLitdU$hi»£stiJ0Mi  Jectmlj,  but  there  is  amiftakeinthtt 
ufe  that  many  make  of  that  Scripture^tlus  roleis,  that  wluch  the 
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light  of  nature  teaches ,  though  we  had  never  found  it  in  Scrips 
ture^itisnotmeantoffixch  a  decency  as  the  inftitutlonofattn 
puts  upon  a  thing,  but  fuch  a  decency  as  God  in  the  nature  of  the 
thing  puts  upon  it,  fb  that  if  it  were  wantii^  the  work  would  ht 
undecently  petfonned :  But  if  the  things  be  meerely  inan$:  in- 
ventions and  inftitutions  ^  Ittving  their  iiu>po(ed  decen^ ,  nor 
from  what  is  indeed  in  the  things  themiielves ,  but  from  tl«t 
which  mans  inftitation  puts  upon  them,  then  they  come  nor  un* 
det  that  rule  of  theApoftle,  but  tbeabetfeofthem  is  argomcnt 
enough  for  their  re  je^ion. 

But  it  may  beobjeded »  IfweecaninftruA  people  what  the 
abufe  is,  aixl  what  right  ufe  they  may  make  of  luch  things^  will 
not  that  ferve  for  the  retayning  them  I 

Nocertainly,  it  had  not  beene  enough  for  the  Jews  to  ufethc 
name  BmII^  though  their  Prophets  had  taught  them  what  t|^ 
abufeofitwas. 

This  is  as  if  a  man  (hould  keepe  a  compaxiy  of  rags,  that  have 
lien  a  great  while  uponplaguefcM^es,  andfey  it  in  enough,  I  will 
wa(h  them  cleane»  and  lay  them  out  to  ayrc  chemi  will  any  wife 
man  keepe  fuch  old  rags  in  his  houfe  upon  this  prttenot^^. 
Thofe  things  that  have  l»d  poyfon  in  them,  none  wtUl be  To 
nn  wife  to  keepe  theoi  by  them,  i^n  pretence  ot  waOiing 
them  cleane;  if  they  bee  broken  veflcds  of  which  there  is  no 
ufe,  they  arc  caftupon  the  dutiq^lwithlefie  trouble  and  ooore 
fafety. 

All  thii^sthatare  0f  mans  invention ,  yet  thofc  things  that 
have  beene  Gods  Ordinances,  but  now  areout  of  date »  and  are 
not  for  the  prefeotGods  Ordinances>thc  Scripture  cals  them  bfg- 
gfrlic  rmbmeMts;  you  cannot  compare  mens  inventions  to 
doathes,  or  any  thing  worth  the  ayring  or  keepings  but  the  truth 
is»  all  fuchthings  that  have  beene  abufed to  Idolatryiatcnoother 
but  as  fuch  dirty  ngs  and  phiftmlaidupoii  plague-forts* 

Bathvtheryoawilifiiy,If  that  afcwettceivethemforbenot 
the  fame  u(e  they  were  in^  if  we  retaine  thei9  for  another  ufe  that 
isg0od,whymay  wen^tdoeit?  ' 

'  The  text  anfwcts  thar^  though  the  JeW9  fliould  call  God 
XAf/iiDar^tienie>itwais;iotenQUgh»  they  muik  whpUy  rc- 
jeAcliciverymentiiBiunspf  tihqhatttv  Butfurtbcri  fi^poTea 
•  ^   ^ .  r  harlot 
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harlot  (hwild  be  brought  out  of  a  moft  notorious  ftcws  in  Jt«w^, 
or  P^rAT,  and  brought  to  Dover  into  an  honcft  mans  chamber, 
is  (he  not  a  harlot  ftill  ?  and  is  there  not  a  provocatfon  in  her  to 
iundeanqcflc,  though  (he  be  come  now  to  lye  not  in  the  ftews, 
but  in  tht  chamber  of  an  honeft  man  ?  So  in  all  thofe  things  that 
hare  b^cne  abufed  to  Idolatry,  thc^ugh  you  fliouldthinkcyou 
make  ufe  of  them  in  abetter  way«  it  is  no  other  then  to  bring  a 
harlot  out  of  the  ftews,  into  a  place  not  Co  vile,  and  to  company 
with  the  harlot  there.  B  elides ,  If  a  mans  wife  whom  berhu(- 
band  had  not  without  /uft  caufe  <u(pc<ftcd  fur  uncIetnneflL*  with 
another  mitt,  (houH  get  fotnething  from  that  man ,  and  kecpc  it 
inherbofome«  or  lay  it  next  her  heart,  and  fliouldtell  hcrhiif- 
band,  trtK'iihe  keepesiiidiathing,  but  (he  intends  no  hurt  in  it, 
it  is  a  good  thing,  oncly  (he  had  it  from  him,  will  this  thinke  you 
fatisfie  any  jealouy  husband  ?  The  Chmrb  is  the  wife  of  Chr  ift  , 
he  is  jealous,  and  he  hath  caufe  to  be  jealous,  for  hee  knows 
vvhilcwcareinthefleftijfrceare  prone  to  fpirituallfilthinefTe, 
and  jfwe  take  any  ceremony  from  Popirti  Idolatry  ,  and  joyne 
with  his  owhe  Ordinances,  and  thinke  to  put  offChrift  thus,  we 
intend  to  make  no  ill  ufe  of  it;  this  will  not  fatisfie  Chrift. 

'If any  fay,  why  Ihould  we  not  retaine  our  liberty  if  the  things 
begood? 

But  why  (houldft  nof  theu  manifeft  thy  hatred  to  all  Idoliltry  ? 
Andwhy  (houldft  thou  not  tender  thy  brethren  fo,  as  to  prevent 
all fcandall that  may  (Sbitiefeytheufeoffuch things  ? 

But  you  will  fay,  rfWilhAiawy  of  ^iftsi  andthe  Idolairy  of 
Heathens  is  not  the  fame,  there  is  a  great  dealeof  difference  be- 
twcene  the  Heathens  in  their  worfhipping  their  Tdols,  and  the 
Papifls  worfhipping  of  C  iod^  though  in  a  falfc  way  ? 

Indcedthediff.rcnctfeemeatobemufeh,  but  y^  tjrtlJohttry 
is  even  the  fim^  in  Wh;  torTt^tt  are  miftiiykm , .  ifyou'  thinfce-that 
many  of  the  Heathens  w6rftiippcd«?fjlfeGodv  other  wife  then 
the  Papifts  doe;  though  they  made .  ftoctcsand  (bnes  their  blols, 
yet  th<^  wor(hipped  the  God  that  was  Primum  Enf ,  tfcc  ftrft* 
Being,  inand  thoroughthcjfc  Idols :  Therefore  Amfiin  up<m  J*/W. 
^d.  brings  In^neanrwerii^thiis^,  Weedb^notwuarfhip  aik^, 
but  f  her  Virtues,  theftr<-ngrh,  «i^dlhe  poults  fcl^^tli^  tjrciat  God 
we  worrtilps  And  anotiier,  <mt  M^mm  M^JUwrcvfir  tMt 
Cccc  i  j/iffjlin 
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AfifiiM  f  pcakes  of  in  his  43 .  EfifiJe,  Who  is  fo  aiaS^  or  fo  void  of 
fenfc  thtt  will  doubt  whether  there  be  more  Gods  then  one  ?  wc 
invocttethevertuesofthisoncGod,  under  many  names ,  diffu- 
fcd  thorough  the  frame  of  the  whole  world.  What  more  fairc 
anfwer  can  Papifts  give  for  .their  Idolatry  thcp  they  did  ?  There- 
fore the  thing  continueth  {tiUclearc,  titmt.(withtbbfc  rules  and 
cautions  that  havebeene  named)  fuch  things  as  have  beenet- 
bufed  to  Idolatry,  muft  wholly  be  caft  away;  we  muft.not  tt- 
tainethem »  andthinke  to  put  ofFGod  with  fuch  diftindions. 
To whatenddoe werotainethem?  Isthcjre  notiufficiedtinthc 
woc(hip  of  God  it  felfe  to  make  it  acceptableto  bim  ? 


l^he  Sixteenth  LeBure^.  \ 

Ho  s  E  A   a.  16,1^,  18. 

Md  itfbAU  be  at  that  daj^  jaith  the  Lardy  that  thou  /halt  caU 
wc  fto  mere  Bdali.  ;  .     '     .    : 

For  J  win  takf  away  the  names  ef  Bi^alimeHt  of  her  nffttuh^-  and 
thfjf /hall be  no  morerememhedlfj  their  navte^c^c. 

AndinthatiajwiUlmak^a  covenan^f^  them  with  thebeafls 
of  the  fiddy  and  with  the  fowls)ofheawfn^  and  with  the  creeping 
things  of  the  ironnd;  and  J  wiMbreakjh^  bow  and  the  fword/tnd  the 
battejloHs  of  .the  earthy  imdwiUmakfith^mto  Ijt  downfaftlj, 

^  I O  adde  a  word  or  two  more  about  that  prindpaU 

*  --  obfervatioii  in  thefe  words  opened  the  laft  day  • 

God  Would  not  jiayehia  people  to  worfhip  him  in 
th^t.way  tiiat  idolaters  vvoiihip  Urn  j  It  batli  al^ 
waies  beehc  theatre  of  tbeClmrches  of  God ,  ^  to 
diftinguifh  themfclvesia  wayes  of  worfhiji  from  Idolaters*  The 
Manichees  were  wont  to  kcepe  their  fiifts  upon  the  Lords  day, 
and  upon  that  the  Churchaidid  utterly  prohibit  tl^e  keeping  of 
fafts  upon  that  day,  be^KuTc  they  Wioeddnot  dot  as  tlje  Manichees 
did.  TertmOan  faith  it  is Nefjl4^  a  detdftAlc  wi^kedneflc  to  fiift 
on  the  Lords  day.  And  Jgnatim  faith ,  to  faft  on  the  Lords  day 

Coogle 


MSttfMamHif 


the  Prcfhtfie  #/  H  o  s  i  a« 


is  to  kill  Chrift.  There  is  a  notable  and  famous .  TraAatc  oiTer^ 
tntidns^  concerning  a  Chriftiaii  fooldicr  being  in  the  Ktmj  <A 
the  Heathens,  when  they  in  honour  of  their  Idol  Gods  did  wearf 
upon  their  heads  a  coronet  of. bay cs  ,  he  tooke  his  coro- 
net, and  inftead  of  \|f<?aring  it  upon  his  head  9  htWitlniiij 
hand;  upon  this  there  was  a  great  mutiny  in  the  Arpiy ,  his  fclr 
lowesftormjng  at  this^that  one  fouldicr  fliould  be  in  a  di&rent 
garbefrom  all  the  rtfti  furely  this  was  fome  nice  confcienced 
fouldier,  that  (he  forfooth)  muft not  doe  as  others  did ,  be  muft 
hold  the  coronet  of  bayes  in  his  hand,  whereas  others  wore  if 
on  their  heads:  Themutiniiigofthefouldierscame  at  length)^ 
the  Officers  of  the  Army,  and  upon  that  thisChriftfan  fouldicr 
Vfas<:alled  to  qiieftion,  why  he  was  in  a  diflfcrent  kiqde  of  way 
fromhisfelldwes;  he  give?f  this  answer,  I  am  a  Chriftlan ,  and 
thetefort'it  doth  notbefeeme  moto  doeasthefc  dpe,  that  wePire 
the  bayes  upon  their  heads  in  Honour  6f  their  Idol  ^ods ::  upou 
that  they  were  all  in  a  mighty  rage,  agauift  this  fouldiei^,  and  not 
bnely  himfelfe>but  alltheChrifUans  that  wercneere  band  were 
in  danger  of  a  great  periecution ;  Nay,  there  Was  a  great  muti- 
nirig  amongft  other  ChrifHans,  tlult  this  one  mi^forfuch  adjce^ 
ty  Inould  indangcr  not  onely  himfclfe  but  other  Choftians,  Ttr^ 
tnUian  therefore  writes  a  jvhdle  TraAateto  defend  this  Souldier 
for  this  his  {)radife,^rKlhe  faithof  him^  that  he  was  holier  then 
his  other  brethren,  who  thought  and  prefumed  they  might  ferve 
two  Lords,  that  they  might  comply  thcmfclves  for  the  aVoydiiig 
ofperfecutibrt  with  the  Heathens  in  the  obftrvaitioo  of  their  fu- 
perftitious  way  ofworrtiip;  and  he  cry  ts  out  to^n  exdamatioii, 
m  commendation  of  this  Souldier  ;  O  mod  glorious  fouldier^ 
who  would  thus  venture himfelfe,  and  not  comply  withldola- 
fersl  and  Whereas  (omf^  would  plead  againllfim,  even  Cteifti- , 
ahs,  that  would  rather  comply  thent  ihdurethe  hazard,  and  fay, 
where  is  it  writ  ten  in  all  the  wbrd  of  God  that  wee  (hould  not 
weare  bayes  upon  our  headsPTrr/i^/fwif  anfwercthagainej Where 
isitwritten  thatwemaydoeit^fatth  he,  We  muit  looke  into 
the  Scriptures  to  fee  what  w&fpaydoe,andnQtthinke  it  enough 
that  the  Scriptiire  doth  Viet  d^r^lyi  forbid  lUs  oc  th^t  verv  par* 
ticular.  By  tjiiswe  fee-  that  fome  ftJ/avoidtroi^lt  ana  per- 
iecation  ,  will  as  much  a^  erver  they  ctti  comply  w|th  the  w^y^* 
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tndted,  wiU  liot comply  wkh  ttem,  but  wUl  rather ^iM^d 
thi;  foreft  pet&cutioh.  . 

Thus  it  IhoukI  be  with  us,  we  muft  not  retaine  a^ny  thing  that 
iiatbbeeh^buCedto Idolatry^  fo  as  to.  keep  thf  honourable inc«- 
tnoriail  of  it ;  we  muft  not  comply  with  idolaters  <hat  way ;  aad 
efpecially  in  regahi  of  that  great  Idol  of  the  Croflfc  (which 
we  inftancedin.thelaftday)  not  fofar  to  retaine  it  as  tobrii^ 
it  imo  the  ordinances  of  God,  the  very  Sacrament^  this  puts  a 
gr«at  honour  upon  tt$yea  fc  too  too  great  an  honour  is  pat  upon  it 
ki  relenring  it  in  the  efninenteli  place  of  the  City,  and  to  think  it 
if  an  ornament  unto  it^  whereas  it  is  indeed  t  great  dilgracc  and 
difhonoor^  and  retains  the  meirory  of  your  fore-fathers  faperfU* 
on^wJiich  IS  their  and  your  (hamet  AMguftine  faie^i  it  is  better  to 
dye  with  hun^  then  to  cate  tha(t  which  is  eflferfd  to  IdolSjib  fmr 
wetieth^amieiitsfibmfiitingthemfeves  wkh* Idolaters.  Ga-^ 
irici  Biel  iaith  the  Church  of  Rome  thought  fueet  to  ufeleavenr 
edbr^adileft  in  unleaved  they  Ihoaldieeaic  to  be  like  EU^m  t&c 
H^etique:  and  i?r£mi»»MrwD«ild  not  have  fssU  called  Pwmt 
fdmiuiJMt  Bttitmy  bocaufe  Liivm  and,2>/M  werethcwwdsof 
the  heathen  for  their  gods  and  gode&s* 

This  promiTc  to  take  away  the  names  of  Bdalim  comes  in 
upon  Gods  reconciliation  to  this  peo[de.  From  whence  the  next 
noteis,  when  God  is  reconciled  to  his  f^eople^therewillbe  a 
thorough  reformation  both  outward  and  inward.    Idolatry  is 
caft  out  ndtonely  from  the  heart  but  from  the  BWithj  the  taking 
away  the  names  from  thtir  moathes  is  a  fynechdochejand  noteth 
the  uttet  taking  away  of  all  wayes  of  Idohitry  in  the  outward 
praftife  as  well  as  in  the  inward  a&Aion.    The  more  reconcili* 
ation  thetH^is  withGod^  more  enmity  apinftldolsind  itiper-* 
ftitious  WiKihip.    A  fcaifuU  fi^ae  then  it  is  thajt  we  in  Eqglan4 
were  never  tfaoroi^My  reooncflcd  nnto  God»  becw^  wie  never 
yet  havecaft  off  our  Idols.  Asfome  lemayndcrs  of  £iper(Ution 
ibidifis  amongfl  ns^did  nbt  longiince  breake  forth  to  moft  hoFi* 
rid  and  vile  wayes  of  falie  werfliipj  (b  fi»me  remaiodf  rs^f  Geds 
wwhthat^athbeen  tmugft  US|  liwday  breaitesfogcthintoa 
moft  dread&ll  flame.    When  the.pcoplaof  the  Jews  (hall  be . 
tailed  i^in»  aqd  God  ihidl  be  perteftly  reconciled  to  his 
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Chnrchcs,then  Idolatry  (hall  be  pf rfe  !^ly  re|tfftccl,and  there  Oitl 
ncverbefo  much  as  mention  of  their  Idols  any  more,  thwtcxt 
ay  mes  at  thofe  tirpes,  and  (hall  pcrfcdly  be  fulfilled  at  that  day, 
that  is  the  day  when  God  will  do  it, 

TheyfhdRcMimeno  m^rt  Saali  but  IJbi^  oiy  husband. 

,    Thence  the  note  is. 

When  a  people  is  reconciled  to  God,thcn  they  call  God  theirs, 
ny  husbtndy  IJhi.  PfuL  i6.^.J^.D avid ^roftStith.  that  he  would 
not  fo  much  as  take  mp  their  names  int§  his  Ufs^  of  which  before, 
now  marke  what  followeth  prefently  upon  that, wr.  5 ,  The  Lcrd 
ffaith  he)^  mj  fortion^  when  the  Prophet  is  fo  taken  ofTfrom  I- 
dols,  as  not  to  mention  the  names  of  Idols,  then  The  Lord  is  my 
f9rti9n  •  So  here  now  Iflfiy  the  Lord  is  mj  husband^  now  can  we 
clay  me  apeculiar  intereft  in  God  indeed.  This  is  the  evil  of  fin, 
ithindereth  a  nation,  a  foul  from  clayming  this  intcreft  in  God. 
Godisableffed  and  glorious  God,  yea  but  what  is  that  to  this 
people,  to  this  apoftatizing  people?  what  is  that  to  thisapo- 
ftatizing  foul  ?  but  when  the  foul  comes  in  to  God,  and  comes 
ofFthoroughly  to  the  work  of  reformation,  then  this  God  is  my 
God,  IJhi,  mj  husband.  Can  any  comfbrt,any  profit  that  you 
have  in  waye3  of  finne  countervaile  this  great  loflc  ?  you  gaipe 
fome  contentment  to  the  flefti,  fome  profit  in  y our  dlate,  but 
you  lofethe  comforts  cf  your  intcreft  in  God,  what  is  your  gaine 
now  ?  think  of  this  when  any  temptation  comes,I  may  by  yecld- 
ingto^this  temptation  get  this  contentment  totheflefh,  but  I 
(hall  lofe  this  blefled  .priviledge  of  claiming  an  intereft  in  my 
Ged,t  fhall  not  be  able  to  izyjlhi^my  husband. 

Thirdly,  llhiy  The  word  compared  with  the  former  Baali, 
is  a  word  of  more  love  then  the  former,  Baali  \s  a  word 
though  it  fignifies  mj  husband  too  as  well  as  IJhl ,  but  it  is 
husband  under  the  notion. of  dominion,  under  the  notion 
of  power,  that  caufeth  fear  i  but  IJbi  is  t  husband  under  the 
notion  of  love  and  proteftion.    Hence  the  note  is, 

God  delights  to  have  hx%  people  look  u[K>n  him  with 
love  and  delight.  It  is  Gods  care  ,  and  it  is  his  good 
pleafurfi  that  his  people  fhould  not  looke  uoon  bim,fo 
mock  as  one  that  hath  dominion  over  them,  bat  that  they 
(hould  looke  .upon  him    With  joy   and  love,   and  call 
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him  JM    The  more  reconcylcd  wc  art  unto  God,the  more  hate 
wethenfeof  the  loving  appellations  of  God.  Forafouletobe 
alwayes  under  the  rpiritofDohdagey  to  look  unto  Godondy  ts 
the  Lord  of  alUthis  is  not  fo  pkaling  to  God^but  when  you  cone 
to  have  the  Spirit  ot  adoption,the  Spirit  of  gtace9an  Evangdicall ' 
fpirit,  that  you  can  look  upon  him  with  love^and  (ay  Iflfi^  hm^ 
iandjAoit  title  dflove  and  goodnefle^this  pleafesGod  at  the  heart. 
It  is  reported  of -/*#fi(/?Mr  that  he  Wduld  not  have  the  title  df 
Lordwitn  to  him^lK  rtfufed  it,and  would  rather  have  his  people 
talooK  upon  him  under  the  notion  of  love  as  tfdtber^  rather 
then  to  feare  him.    It  were  happy  that  all  Princes  w^oF  this 
minde,  to  defire  that  their  people  (hould  rather  love  tliem  then 
fear  them  1  [t  is  a  vao^  villainous^wicked,&  curfed  principle  that 
is  In  fome»wko  infufe  it  into  the  fpirit  of  I^rinces^  let  your  pee:ole 
feare  you^no  great  matter  whether  they  love  you  or  no.  S9uti^ifir 
Hi  relateth  thispailage  oSAuffifim^  when  a  poore  man  came  tt  ^ 
profent  a  petition  to  him  with  his  hands  (haking  add  trembling\ 
out  of  feare^  the  Emperour  was  much  difpleafed^  and  faid.  It  is  fV 
not  fit  tlut  afiy  (hould  come  with  a  petition  to  a  Kingias  if  a  man 
were  giving  meate  to  an  Elephant  that  is  afiraidtobc  dcftroycd 
by  him .    God  doth  not  love  the  bread  of  mourners  to  be  offered 
up  in  faaificey  he  loveth  to  have  people  come  unto  him  withia 
holy  boldnefie»with  afiliall,not  with  a  fervileand  flaviOi  fpirit. 
Cbriftlaiddownhislifctoredeemeusthatwe  might  ferve  the 
Lord  without  feare. 

Vo\inh\f^TheyJhkttcAi>iiel^,  thftJi,  Mj^nnph.  the 
Church  (hould  look  ut>6n  Chri(l  as  the  (bength^f  it ;  Thy  mdkfr 
A  thy  irnhnd,  and  who  is  he  f  The  Lordofhofts  u  hit  tume^  ihj 
redeemir^hf  God  of  ihf  wUlee^th  JbdUie  bt  caltfd.  When  the 
people  of  God  can  look  upon  Chrift  their  husbapd  as  the  Lord  of 
hbfts,  and  their  Kedieemer  as  the  God  of  the  Whole  eaith,  then 
they({adequietand&tisfi6^)onih^hfcirfbit{ts.P/4/.  819.17.  God 
is  faid  to  be  the  glw'y  tf  thr  fircHgth  ^  his  feeple;  Though  wc 
be  weakein  regard  <^f  our  outWatd  helps,  let  us  looke  up  to 
GKrift  oiir  ftrengib^  he  Uath1)eenoUr  ftttDgth,hc  is  the^loiy 
6fit. 

Fiftly,  liriltdi^ltfit'f^t^iirofBMli^et^^ 
%jWWfwtoirr^rf«j^^#^'rt<A^-|filij^.    l^e^htaXicemiift 
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^propottionibletoncnsfinncs.  How  doth  that  arij^?,bdroi:e  Left.i^ii 
V(r*ij.  Qod  chaigcd  them  c^at  they  had  forgotten  him^  They 
Vint  0ifur  thdr  IwcnanAforgAt  me^  fnifh  tb$  L^rd.  Now  faith 
God,  your  Idols  ihallbefoi^ottcn,  your  heaits  were  fofarrefct 
upon  your  Idoli  as  you  fotgat  aae^  now  in  your  repentance  your 
betnt  fliatt  be  fo  much  upon  me  as  you  ftiaU  forget  your  Idols. 
Thofr  men  who  have  been  (b  wicked  and  ungodly  bnretofore, 
that  they  havefei^otGod^God  hath  not  bin  iniHthtirthcm^bts^, 
God  ciq^^  "^W  from  them*  that  their  li^  fliottld  not  be  in  a^ 
tbeicthQOgbtsJt  isnot  enough  that  you  forbeare  the  aft^  but  yoa 
mnft  not  route  the  fwect  of  them  in  your  thoughtSj  you  muft  not 
lb  mifch  «s  remcmlsec  them,  except  it  be  with  deteftation  of 
them.  If  there  be  not  a  proportion  between  vour  repentance 
and  your  former  fins^  you  may  exped  there  will  be  a  proportion 
petwecn  Gods  wrtth  ai\d  vour  former  fins. 

Further,  Thejj^dM  not  (o  much  as  h  r^memhfibj  their  nsmi^ 
'ihey  ihall  not  think  of  .thcpi.The  note  fix>m  henceis^all  fiipetftitii- 
cns.tanitlfstbpughthty  m^yieeine  forthe  prtfirnt  never  fo  do- 
rinuSayet  in  time  they  will  vaniftx  apd  come  to  nothin&God  hath 
atittiet6makefhemfQtovani(hi>  u  they  ihall  not  fo  much  u 
bfitjhought  of. CfA2.22.it  is  faid  of  the  rudjiiients  of  the  world, 
fhatioeaocOfdingtotheDodrineotmen,  tlieyperifointheufei 
in  the  preieot ufe»  Uut  is^thcy  effstft  nothi^  that  they  ieem  to  be 
-apointed  for^there  is  no  good  cometh  of  them  tor  the  preient^but 
in  the  very  life  they  come  to  nothing  i  but  time  (hall  be  that  God 
wfllcauikthcm.aUtQperiih  utterly,  and  tbevety  remembrance 
of  ihem  (haU  be  takf  n.aw«y  Jt  istmefor  the  preicnt  while  mcrns 
ii^«ts  atdctupon  their  ^perftitious  way  eSy  O  how  glorious  are 
thqp  |n  their  eyes.  1  but  thcfe  glorious  things  will  come  to  no- 
thiog,  whevcisi  thpie  ordinances  of  Qod  that  feeme  to  be  but 
ia!C«ictlii^s,wlicr<ii|t|<efiffpUcityof  the  Gofpel  appeareth, 
Aey  fluUappe^refoUpi  bcauty,thoughfot  the  pcelent  they  fceme 
Mbe^rkeMdx  tfcey  ft^»ll  be  glgrious  in  t^^yes  of  theJSaints  to 
the  coil  of  the  WArld.  .  Not  long  (ince  what  a  ftirre  was  there  a- 
bfiut  the  more  then^dccent,  even  li;iperftitious  adominjg  of 
Ifimpl0,iind  biiildiijcof  Altawjindbr^veCfnoi«es,whatfump^ 
tiiMSt]Uiigsand6oewitcksMthey>  and  all  to  fet  out  a  pom- 
nous  fimtotitious  ivtypf  w^rd^ip ^  this  altogether  prevayled; 
.  Dddd2  '^ts     , 
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s  for  the  purity  and  fimplicityof  Gods  wayes  and  worfhip, 
how  was  it  trampled  under  feet  as  an  unworthy  contemptible 
thing  ?  But  thefe  things  that  for  a  while  fecmed  fo  glorious^ 
begin  to  vanifti,  and  wchapc  ere  long  will  come  to  nothing, 
the  very  memory  6f  them  (hall  periQi,  the  purity  efGods  woi- 
fliip,-  and  the  fimplicityof  theGofpdlin  Cods  ordinances  fliall 
recover  their  beiuty  and  glory  when  thofe  braveries  (hall  be  no 
more. 

7.  Atrue  penitent  cannot  remember  former  finncs  without 
indignation,tor  fo  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrafe,  they  (Kail  not  re- 
member. Some  of  U6  may  remember  how  wc  have  been  in- 
tangled  with  wayes  of  falfc  worfliip,  and  how  we  have  ikilyed 
and  wrang  our  confcienccs  thitt  Way,  We  feid  we  would  yeeW 
as  far  as  we  couIcl,but  indeed  wc  yeelded  fiirthcr  then  we  could; 
for  idf9^HmHs  tjHod  im-ffojftfmns,  wehave  caufe  to  remember  it 
with  (hameand  confufion  of  face^Yc  old  men  may  remember  the 
fins  of  your  youtb,but  ho  w  can  you  remember  them  and  ipeiJ^f 
them  with;oy  and  merryment?that  is  an  cvil,yea  almoft  a  defbe-* 
rate  fign^do  you  fo  remember  the  fins  of  your  youth  as  to  tel  tales 
of  the  prankes  of  your  youngerdayes  with  joy?  you  areid  a  high 
degree  left  ofGod,and  given  up  tohardnes^ydu  mftifldretftcflabeff 
them  with  (hame  and  indignation,  the  fweet  morfels  of  former 
finnes  comming  up  into  remembrance  fhould  be  bitter  an<t  fo  wet 
unto  you. 

The  laft  note  is,  the  taking  off  mens  hearts  itom  Idolatrous 
wayes,  is  a  fpecidtU  work  of  God,  I  will  do  it  faith^God, '  I  wiU 
take  Mwdj  the  numes  of  Bdnlim  0Mt  of  their  mamthes.  Certain* 
lythc  people  in  thefi?  times  hung  much  upcm  their  faUc  wayet 
of  worfhip,  they  had  many  arguments  for  theirlway,  no  qucfti- 
on  but  they  had  many -diftinAions  to  uphold  it  i  but  there /haU 
come  a  day  faith  the  Lord,  wheni  wilt  take  away  the  names 
out  of  their  mouthes,  I  will  ftop  youf  mouthes,  I  WiU  take  off 
your  hearts  from,  all  thofe  Objedions  and  reafonin^  yon 
have  had  tomaintaine  fiich  wayesas  thofe  were,  I  willfilence 
all,  and  then  you  fhall  kt  evidently  and  convincingly  t^^yoor 
(hame  that  you  have  been  guUcd  by  iiich  vainc  andiaUe  di- 
ftindibnsj  I  will  takeoffali  thofe  inga^mcnts  your  hearts  were 
I  b«und  in,thoie  being  ttken^  offl  will  foont  take  you  offfi:om  all* 
I  What 
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'  What  a  dctlcof  ftirrc  h«hGpd  (thit  wc  may  fi^ikt  with  holy; 
reverence  j  to  take  ofFmens  httrts  from  wayes  of  fidfe  worfhip? 
What  a  company  of  diftindions  andobjeftions  have  m«n,  their 
hearts  dinging  to  them,  being  very  unwilling  to  be  taken  off, 
now  and  then  their  confciences  are  wrung ,  yet  they  hold  fift, 
and  then  cbnfcience  hath  another  wring,  and  then  they  have  ano- 
ther obj  eft  ioii ,  and  another  ditlinftion,  and  yet  perhaps  true 
grace  lies  at  the  bottome  after  all  thif. 
•  But  God  having  a  love  unto  them,  by  fome  way  or  other  takes 
eff  their  hearts,  if  he  doth  it  notby  fetling  truths  upon  the  heart 
by  his  Spirit^  fie  wildoit  by  fome  notaWe  works  of  providence; 
wc  find  it  by  experience,  fo  long  as  mens  ingagements  hold,that 
they  cannot  en/oy  their  eftates ,  liberties  *nd  comforts,  without 
yeilding  to  fuch  wayes  of  fupcrftition,  they  will  not  be  taken  off 
from  them;  they  pleafethemfelycs  in  this  (and  perhaps  they 
fpcake'whatthtythinke)  that  they  doc  nothing  againfl  the  light 
ofthcirconfcicncesjfdrwhy?  their  ingagements  keepc  off  the 
ftrengrhoftrWh^thkt  it<om€S  noir  tfo  a  fuU-conviftion  ofcon- 
fcience  s  But  when  God  fluU  by  any  werke  of  his  providence 
takeofftheii^liearuihoiJfiirlgagefaentSy  and  then  come  and  fet 
bcfi*ethcmtbefemdtruthf  that  formerly  he  did  i  they  come  to 
fre  now  a  convmcing-tfvidence  in  thole  truths,  they  ftandadmi- 
ringthattheyfawiPndfctefbri',  wondttwhat  the  matter  was, 
they  read  fuch  bookesbe^oTv^  that  had  the  fame  arguments  againft 
their  w!ayes,  artd  f6rthetr^6h>but  thty  could  not  fee  theitrewgth 
rfthem  before,  noV^tlfc^fcTe  it  apparently,  anjpey  are  afliamed 
of  themfelves  every  time  they  goe  into  the  prcfence  of  God,  they 
are  confounded  i^  their'ovvnc  th&'ughts  to  thirike ,  that  though 
truths  were  focL  are  bcforie,  they  iid  not  fee  them,  now  they  lee 
theUi  withfu<^hdearei*fle,'asthey  think  they  Could  lay  downc 
their  lives  f#r  theih ,  1;lrhiltfocver  the^  fuffe  ferrimetocome, 
they  can  never  yeitd  to\^hatt?hey  haive  yeilded  to  heretofore  : 
What  is  the^acter  i  God  hath  coofe  in  with  power,  God  hath 
taken offtheir  hearts.  Gpd  atlributeth  this  to  himlclfe,  ly^it 
uiii^the  ntimes  bf  Rsatim^ii^'^tifii^fhoHth^^  whatfoever  they 
have  io  fay  for  thekctf^iiterrfluth  naincsahdrcliqiies  c*  Idola- 
try, yet  I  will  cdftid  wkh  ^\vtr  upon  their  hearts  and  take  them 
out  of  their  mouths. '  'Th(i>  indeed  when  God  thus  commethtbe 

Ddddj  thing 


573 


574 


;hap.2. 


Icftro' 


lemay 
kftroy 
\Itars. 


4^  B^^imrf 


rrr 


tW 


|tb%;yviUhe4one.  Apdlecusc)ikches:dtfree  doe  not  ftandout 

tpoloqg,  IdSt  (God  come  to  ta^e.  off  our  hearts  by  fpojie  dcctdfuU 

W^jroTjiv^gcaient  or  other;  It  wen  better  our  mouths  were 

lapped,  our  ob/eaionsfiienced,  and  fo  all  the  reliquesandre- 

maiiiders  of  falfe  worfliip  werctMuui  ftom  us  thorough  the  word- 

and  Spirit  of  God :  If  thtt  will  not  doe»  God  will  come  infome 

othet  way,  and  take  the  name  dfBadlim  out  of  our  moBtht ;  And 

if  we  will  keepe  the  memory  of  (iiperftitious  wayes,  God  m%y 

e:fFtiipate  the  memory  ^them  by  (iich  wayea  as  may  prove 

ib^iuUuntoHS,  and  make  our  beans  to.  ake,  andourearesto 

tingle.  We  have  a  notable  faflage  for  thiSy  Ezxks6.6.  Indfj^mr 

40$MngflM€sj4Utb  GhI,  jwr  Cities  fisi  teididwafif,  urndtke 

UgbfUicu  fi4th  Jrf0U$9^  (marke)  thdt  j^m  Altmrt  m4j  Ih» 

fmdwdfte^  imi  madt4rfpUtf^  dndjotir  Jdfilsmsj  h  kr$kff$dn4 

ceAff,/md  j9Mr  Inures  msky  In  cm  de/mm^  4Miywr  wrki  mmi  (^€0 

4MiJbi4.  ObTcrvetheteipt,  InsBj^tfr  dmUimg  flMesy0tfirCi^ 

tiesfisfUket0Udws/h;  U>  wfutend^  Thdf$y0mr  Alt^sms^  teimid 

wsfie  I  So  that  Gpd  will  1^  wafte  their  Cities  fof  this  very  cad^ 

^athe^ykywalfas  their  Altars^  if  they  will  oot  l<y  wafte 

iheir  Altars,  if  th^  wiUnottboliih  their  iiipeiftitkms  that  are 

ampnglft  them ,  Cod  will  aboli(k  their  Cities »  lay  waftc  thdr 

Cities  that  he  may  lay  watbe  their  Altars.  God  hath  begun  to 

put  itinto  the  heart  ol  our ^overpourSy  the  Parliament,  to  abo* 

IKhmany  fiiperftitious  piftures  4md  erolfes  in  diyers  places » 

there  is  yet  onegreat  one  remayning^  aiid  we  hope  God  upon  the 

(^me  grounds  my  put  into  their  hearts  the  abolifliingQf  that : 

It  wo«dd  be  adreadfuU  thing  unto  you,  if  God  lipw  caUu^  upon 

IustocaftoMttheres^aindersofaUIdoUtryjnd  fiiperftitipn,  tp 
Uy  yifafteaU  Idolatrous  pi^huvs  9  Iqaaces  and  Crofles  J  if  wee 
ihould  iK>t  come  ^ff  «  bt|t  that  God  (hoold  lay  wafte  ypur  Cities, 
to  lay  wafte  your  Alury^Qrofles^andreliiq^  of  I4pbfrys  You 
feeCjodthreatneththiaherC)  a|S  0  God  did  npt  intend  A^puicb 
today  wafte  their  (Qiciei;,  he  WfNd4l!preftrye  fch^n,  but  bcr 
f  tiUc  he  :Could  not  (that  wee  soay  ipeake  accprding  to  the 
manner  offocn)  abo^ih  tfadr  Altars,  Irat  bf  laying  wafte 
th(^ir  Cities,  (aithGod,  pMiet  thou  yonr  Altars  flull  ftand, 
yoir  Cities  ihifil  do wne<  God  hath .  wayes,  and  moft  terrible 
wayes  toi»  to  take  awfy  the  mcomj  pf  fiipctftitious  van:* 
^  tics; 
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tics  •  Oh  chat  we  had  hearts  to  joy ne  vntk  God  before  he  cofair-    Lefti  1 6. 

meth  in  fach  1  drcadfuil  manner  to  abolifli  the  memory  d^fadh* 

things  !  WereourPrelatsinthdrpowcf,  inch  afpeechfll^  this 

could  not  be  borne^when  Matter  Vdai  a  godly  Preacher  in  Qjjecn 

ElizAtfths  days,  was  charged  with  futh  an  expteffion.If  it  cJome 

in  (that  is,thctruc  government  dfChrift  as  he  rae*lTd:h,)  ly  that 

meanes  that  will  make  all  yout  hearts  to  ake,  blaihe  yourmvts; 

for  thcie  words  efpecially  was  he  then  condemned  tdbehanged; 

ffich  was  ther^ge  and  Boteniy  of  the  Prelates  in  thofe  dayfs : 

\yhatlhavefaidmay  be  againftthe  fpirits  of  ftich  as  cleave  to 

fuperftitious  vanities,wc  havefno  caufc  to  fear  the  etaiperatingof 

tliefci  for  fdrely  they  cannot  be  more  exafperated  then  they  are 

for  the  prefent,  add  it  were  a  foolifh  thing  to  exafpente  and  pro^ 

voktGdd,  for  feare  of  further  exaQjeration  in  thofe  who  arc  For 

the  prcfent  exafperated  leven  to  the  utmoft  againft  us»  And  if 

tlicy  were  not,  but  the  exafperat ion  would  ante  new,  what  is 

the'exafperation  of  Vil^  men,  to  the  abiding  of  the  wrath  of  Gdd 

upon  us? 

Verfe  1 8.  And  in  thdt  d^y  wii  1  mdks  ^  C^venant^for  them 
with  the  bcMfis  rf the field,Mna  with  thefowUs  efHeavin^  Mndwith 
the &eefing  things efthe ground:  and  1  mU  hredke  thet§w,  and 
the /word,  and  the  bdtttU  put  ef  the  earthy  and  IwiRmakf  them  to 
Uedffwnefafeh. 

In  this  verfe  G#d  promifeth  peace  and  fecurfty  i  ^eace,  in  re* 
gardbf  their  deliverance  from  the  beafb  of  the  field,  andfewles 
oftbeheaVen,  and  acepihg  things  oi  thegtoand;  Peafcefrom 
the  Kottillty  of  their  adVerfaries,  he  will  brem  the  botv  aiid  tht 
fword,  and  the  battelloUt  of  the  earth ;  And  fecurity  ,  tK*fy  fti*H 
liedownef^fely. 
1  win  make  acevenaMfofr  thtm  jritbthe  heap  eftheftU^iS*. 
Some  allegorize  upon  thefe  words,  tht  hitftseftht^fiMi  they 
fay  are  ir  eant  crudl  WiCketi  xlicn ;  tie  fei$lej  of  the  of  re ,  ^inhi^ 
tious  wicked  men  that  ate  lofity  in  their  thouehts  and  cbtti^ 
fels  ;  the  creeping  things  efthe  gr0n!9td,  fubtill  adverfttit*  , 
God  here  prdmilee,  they  fay,to  dnivtrtheoi  fitom  aUthefi^.  •» 
.IdefirenottofallupohAllegdries,  btit-WhttiAettikaiKk**-, 
-ty,  therefore  takie  the  Words  literallv ,  the  *yajl^iifmpm, 
fiwles  efthe ajre,  dHd&eifiiigthifij^silftbtenHb.  BUtteW^lttty     Ot}tn. 
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God  be  iaid  tQ  make  a  covenant  for  iif  pccpU^  wirh  the  hafii  ofth^ 
fieid^  4nd  thefowles  ofheavcny  and  the  creeping  thinrs  oftheeifTth? 
For  to  {pcake  properly ,  no  creature  is  capable  gJ  a  Covenant 
with.Qod,  but  onjly  thcrationall. 

The  meaning  is,  therefhallbcfachan  eftablifbinent  of  Gods 
worke  upon  the  beafts  and  fowlcs.,  and  creeping  things  for  the 
good  of  his  Church,  as  if  God  had  boand  them  to  dee  them  good 
by  way  of  Covenant ;  that  way  of  God  is  called  making  of  a  Co- 
venant with  them ;  I  will  fliew  it  you  in  another  Scripture,  Jer. 
33.20.  Jfjof^  can  treaty  my  covenant  of  the  dajy  andmjf  covenant 
of  the  night ,  that  there  Jhould  not  be  day  and  night  in  their  feafon, 
&c.  Ho  w  doth  God  make  a  covenant  with  the  day,  and  a  cove^ 
nant  with  the  night  ?  Thus,  there  is  an  eftablifhment  of  Gods 
decree  upon  the  day,  and  upon  the  night,  that  it  (hould  be  in  fuch 
and  fuch  a  way  from  the  Creation  unto  the  eiid  of  the  world,  and- 
that  eftablifliment  is  called  Gods  Covenant ;  fo  OeeoUmpaditu 
upon  my  text,  I  will  order  inviolably  and  unalterably  ,  theVe 
(hall  bee  an  eltablifhing  decree  upon  thefc  creatures  that  they 
(hall  dbe  you  no  hurt  but  good. 

From  hence  the  notes  are  thefc, 

Fic(l,{innehath  caufedenmiti::  betweene  man  and  the  crea- 
tures; that  is  implyed  hecei  I  will,  faith  God,  make  a  Covenant 
(upon  your  reconciliation  with  me,  and  your  reformation^  with 
the  creatures,  now  they  ftiall  be  at  peace  with  you,  I  will  doe  it, 
notingthat  by  our  fin  there  is  grownc  enmity  betweene  us  and 
Gods  creatures.  We  have  loft  by  dn  agreatpartofourdomini- 
gn  that  God  gave  us  over  his  creatures ,  that  was  the  refiilt  from 
that  Image  of  God  that  man  was  created  in.  Therefore  when 
you  fee  any  creature  to  rebell  a^ainftyou,  bee  put  in  mindeof 
your  rebellion  againft  God.  It  is  true,  God  hath  kept  a  little  of 
mass  dominion  over  the  creati^res  ftill,  to  the  end  that  the  world 
and  humane  fociety  may  be  preserved.  Sometimes  you  may  fee 
a  little  child  driving  before  him'a  hundred  Oxen  or  Kinethis  way 
orthatwayashcpkafethjitQievveth  that  God  hath  prcfervcd 
fom^what  of  mans  dominion  over  the  creatures.  But  a  great 
part  is  loll  by  our  finnc.  If  wee  that  are  the  fervants  ot  God  re-  j 
DcUagainft  him,  it  is  j  uft  with  God  that  the.  creatures  that  were  j 
made  tebe  our  fervtntjlhould  rebell  againft  us.  And  you  who^ 
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are  Si^criours,  when  any  of  your  inferiours  areftubborneagainft 
you,  your  fcnrants,  your  children  rebellious,  raife  your  hearts  up 
to  this  meditation.  My  fcrvant  is  rebellious  againft  i]ie>ho  w  have 
I  been  rebellious  againft  the  Lord  I  my  child  is  ftout  and  ftub- 
borne  againft  me »  how  hath  my  heart  been  ftout  and  ftubborn 
gainft  the  Lord  my  Father  t 

Againci  peace  with  God  brings  peace  with  thecreatores.  1  wii 
m^4C9V€n4fH  with  the  bcdfts  of  the  field ,  with  thefowles  efthe 
Mjre^&c.  itf^  5.23.  yeuhavea  ftrangckindc  ofpromife.  Then 
[hdlt  be  in  Udgne  with  the  /tones  of  the  pel  J ,  Mnd  the  keMJis  of  the 
titrthfhMbe  in  fedce  with  thee.  This  goes  fomcwhat  deeper  then 
that  which  is  here  promifed,  there  (hall  be  a  league,  notonely 
with  the  heafit ,  but  witi  theftones  of  thefieldi  How  in  leag^ 
with  the  ftones  of  the  field  ?  It  is  more  eafie  to  be  underftood,  to 
be  in  league  with  the  bcafts  of  the  fields  forthey  aremanytimes 
hurtfull  unto  us.  But  how  with  the  ftones  of  the  field  }  there 
are  many  interpretations  given  of  that  place.  Onely  thus 
much  for  the  prefent.  It  was  wont  to  be  the  way  (and  /bit 
is  ftiU  in  many  places)  in  fetting  the  bounds  of  their  fields , 
they  tooke  ftones  which  they  fetup  for  land-markes^  and  in- 
graved  upon  their  ftones »  to  note  to  whom  this  or  the  other 
Darcell  of  ground  belonged.  Now  this  isthepromiie,thatthe 
Lordl  would  be  To  gracious  to  his  people^  that  they  fhould  enjoy 
thebounds  of  their  owne  habitations  fecurely,  they  (hould  not 
be  wronged ,  their  land-markes  ftioidd  not  betaken  away.  The 
ftones  €f  the  field JhstU  he  in  Udgnewiththee^  that  is,  the  ftones 
of  the  field  that  ffaind  for  your  land-markes  (hall  abide ,  and 
none  Audi  take  them  a  wav  1 1  will  prcierve  your  bounds,  as  if 
yon  were  in  league  with  theftones  that  are  your  land-markes, 
as  if  they  had  agreed  with  you,  and  were  in  covenant  that  they 
would  undertake  to  ftand  ,  and  to  fet  out  the  bounds  of  your 
fields  for  erer:  And  the  beafts  of  the  field  allbihall  be  ufefuUto 
you,  and  doe  yon  no  hurt* 

But  you  will  fiiyy  fomctimesthebeafts  of  the  field  doe  hurt 
the  Saints^  how  doth  God  make  a  covenant  with  them  ? 

Manv  things  might  be  anfweredto  that,  verfe  17.  of  that 
place  of /#^,  befpeakesofa  tine  when  GodeorreBs  ,  andoieo 
dejp^etft  th0€bdfienkti  eftbe  Almiwhy^  now  thisin  the  twenty 
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thirdvcrfe  hath  reference  unto  that  time:  that  is,  when  any  doe 
make  afe  of  Gods  correAion^  doe  not  d<!rpife  it,  but  in  a  reverent 
wayfubmituato  Gods  hand  ofcorredion^  then  GfdmBnuik^ 
this  league  with  the  (tones  of  the  field  ^  and  with  the  heafis  of  the 
earth.  If  God  hath  correfted  you  with  any  ficjcnefle,and  you  doe 
not  profit  by  that  fickneflej  it  is ;  uft  with  God  that  a  beau  of  the  I 
field,  that  fotrie  or  other  creature  (hould  meet  you ,  and  be  ipore 
terrible  unto  you  then  ever  your  ficknefle  was.  And  the  proHufe 
here  in  Hci/r4  is  to  thofe  that  are  reconciled  to  God »  who  have 
caftofFtheirfuperftitious  vanities;  And becaufe  we  arenothere 
perfeftly  reconciled,  therefore  this  promifcisnot  perfcftly  ful- 
611ed;  Buf I  make  no  queftion  but  the  holy  Ghoft  here  aymeth  at 
tbe  tine  ofthe  call  ot  the  Jews,  and  then  I  verily  believe  th^ 
this  promife  fliall  be  literally  fiilfilled^  and  thofi:  other  promifes 
in  Efaj  and  other  places,  where  God  faycs  he  will  make  the  Lion 
toeatefirawwiththeOxe^  and  the  like,  and  tht  movenemotu 
creatttre/haU  doe  them  hurt ;  When  the  calling  of  the  Jews  fliall 
be,  the  creatures  (hall  be  brought  into  fach  a  Wndc  of  excellency 
in  a  manner  as  they  were  with  Adm^  in  Paradife,  they  feaU 
xome  to  the  primitive  inftitution ,  the  lion  was  not  at  the  Brft 
creation  wont  to  live  upon  prey ;  the  creatures  were  not  niade 
to  prey  one  upon  another,  therefore  the  promife  isthat  the  Lion 
fliall  live  ii>  that  kinde  oi  qoietneiTe  as  it  was  to  doe  in  P^di/b;, 
ifman  had  not  finned;  And  at  the  calling  of  the  Jews  it  isveiy 
li  ke  there  (halli)e  fuch  a  refii&tion  of  aU  things  (,as  it  is  called 
Ads  3.21.)  Xh6  cteatuf  e  (hal4  be  reftored  to  foch  a  kinde  of  exr 
cellency  as  it- h!sid«tthe  firft  in  theCreatioQ :  .And  though  in 
part  this  may  b^  fulfilled  to  Gods-peopk,  fo.as  thebenft^ofthe 
iijeld  (hall  doe  the^ine  hurt,  that  is,  iftbey  pcevtile  agaidl  tf^em 
it  (hall  be  for  foA)ir  gracieut  endstfaat  Cod  ^flies  at^  yet  for  the 
literallfiilfiUittgofit,itisrefervedforthatday.^ 

Thirdly,  whcti  God  is  reconciled  to  his  people,  (hall  the 
beafb  of  the  field,  and  thefowlesoftheayne^  and  t&e  creeping 
things  ofthe  earth  be  at  peace  with  the  Saints?  what  a  wicked 
and  ungodly  thing  is  it  then  in  men^  that  the  moreany  are  )won- 
ciiednntaGod,  the  ^eacer enemies  are  they  untot hem?  God 
promifeth  when  ht9  people  be  reconciled  to  him ,  tju^  creatyi^s 
(hall  be  t^conciledunco^cfaeai: yet^faou  a  vile  wrteh  wh^O  thou 
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feeftonegrowupiDthewayes  of  reconciliation  with  God,  thy 
enmity  increafes  towards  him;  what  a  horrible  wickednefleis 
this?it  is  more  then  bruitiOi  by  fanre,  it  is  delperate  wickcdneffc; 
as  it  was  with  thofe  Kings  of  Canaan,  hfi.ioj^.  aflbene  flsth^ 
Cibeenites  had  made  peace  with  itf/^M  3  and  were  in  covenant 
with  him,  the  five  Kings  conipiredagainftthem,they  lived  qui* 
etly  enough  before  with  them  ^  but  when  they  heard  that  they 
had  made  a  covenant  with  it/iiir4,  they  prefently  confpired  a- 
gainft  them ;  Thus  it  is  with  many  at  this  day ,  when  you  had 
your  companions  who  would  dnnke,  fweare,  and  breake  the 
Sabbath>and  be  uncleane,  and  (come  with  you,  they  weregood 
fellowesthtn,  how  would  you  hug  and  imbraoethffiif  and  de- 
light in  them?  but  fofoonc  as  G^  hath  wrought  upon  th^lK 
hearts,  and  they  arebroughtfrom  enemies  to  be  reconciled  un- 
to Cod,  now  your  hearts  are  oppdiicetothem,  now  youlooke 
uponthem  a^yourenemief,  now  you  hate  them,  now  yoarfpir 
rits  rife  againft  them :  Oh  horrible  and  defperate  wickednefle  I 
the  Lord  rebuke  you  this  day ,  the  Lord  ftrikeupen  fuch  a  heart. 
Before '^^^/wasconvertecfl^  was  a  man  of  repute,  butaflbone 
■she turned  Cbriftian,  then  he  wa^  a  ffftiicmtyZfiMtiamfcHow, 
Away  with  fuch  4  m4mjrom  the  earthy  hi  it  not  worthy  to  livo^  the 
next  r^twtswchcsir^j  forty  of  them  comffirod  together  Mndhttnd 
tbemfelves  with  an  oath,  that  they  womUneithtr  eate  nor  drinkfi  till 
they  had  killed  him. ' 

l-ourthly,  /  wiUntaks  ^  Covenant,  faith  God,  you  ftiall  have  this 
mercy ,  and  have  it  by  covenant. 

Mercy  that  comireth  by  Covenant  is  excellent  mercy  indeed. 
The  fame  m^rcy  that  commeth  in  by  a  wotkeof  generall  provi« 
denceis  nothing  fofweet,  nothing  foHrmeas  that  mercy  that 
commeth  in  by  Covenant,  When  the  Saints  enjoy  a  mercy, 
though  it  be  outward,  they  ar^rnt^fotaKen  with  the  mercy,  tor 
the  outward  part  ot  it,  becaufi;  t hey'  have  fe-me  comfort  and  con* 
tentment  to  the  outward  man  by  it,  but  they  are  taken  with  it 
upon  this  ground,  they  fee  even  this  outward  mercy  commeth 
to  them  by  vertueofGtods  Cdvenant  with  them,  that  fweetwth 
and  mak^s  firm*  the  mercy';  when  they  goc  up  anddowne  the 
field  and  the  beads  come  not  upon  them  to  dtftroy  them,  they 
can  look  upon  their  prefent{afety  as^n/oyingtcinthoCovenanr' 
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You  will  &y  J  the  wicked  can  walke  ap  indidowneiD  tbc 
fields^  and  the  beafts  not  deftroy  them. 

Though  they  doe ,  yet  a  godly  man  hath  more  fweetneflfe  in 
this  then  he^in  t  hat  he  can  fee  this  his  fafety  from  the  CoTcnant ; 
when.he  rides  a  joiirney »  his  bead  is  not  made  an  inftrument  of 
Gods  wrath  to  dalh  out  his  braines ,  |)erhaps  it  is  fo  withltis 
wicked  neighbour  that  rides  with  him »  but  that  from  wlience 
theprcfervationis^isdiflftrent^  it  is  a  mercy  to  the  godly  man 
from  the  Covenant  tlut  God  hath  made  with  him » to  frtftrv 
him  in  ^U  his  wdjes ,  it  is  but  genctall  providence  to  the  other; 
Wicked  aien  may  have  the  iajone  mercies  for  the  matter  of  them 
that  the  |[odly  havcj  yet  there  is  a  kemell  in  the  mercy  which  on- 
ly the  Saints  enjoy. 

There  are  two  things  obiervaUe  in  a  mercy  commiog  by  co» 
venant.  i .  It  is  more  iweet.  z.  More  firme.  More  fwect,  f  W» 
25.10.  AU  the  fdths  of  the  L9rd4tre  mer€j  smd  truth  ,  tojhch  m 
keepe  his  rp  wif4ii#«This  is  a  fweet  promife,  a  foule*ikisfyiqg  pro- 
mifcj  more  worth  then  sUthe  riches  of  yoiir  Citjr^  even  that  on« 
promife ;  all  the  pafTages  of  Gods  ordinary  providence  are  imt- 
ry  and  truth  t^  thefi  thdt  kfsfehis  CoveMMt.  MarkCj  perhl^f 
they  are  mercies  to  you ,  there  is  a  general!  bounty  you  haveui 
your  ordinary  preiervation^  but  they  are  not  Mircj  snJ truth  to 
you,  there  is  the  additionj  they  are  Mircj  Md  truth  to  the  godly, 
that  is,  they  are  fach  mercies  as  are  bound  to  them  by  Covenant; 
Thcrein.2>ln^re/oyceth,  therefore  iaithheintheQegtoning#f 
the  Pfalme ,  i  will  lift  uf  my  he^rt  unt3  God »  asamongfto&t 
reifons  fo  for  this,  that  sMthi  paths  of  God  wet  not  oiieW  mertj^ 
hvxmtrcj  undtruth  I  Yoa  have  beene  preferved ,  and  have  had 
maay  mercies  from  God,  Well,  they  are  Gods  mercies  unto  ydi^ 
but  are  they  mercies  and  ttqch  toyou^that  is.  Doe  they  come  to 
you  in  a  way  of  promifcMooke  to  that,  there  is  the  f  weetoeflj^  of 
amercy.anditisagood/igneof  agradoQS  heart  to  looke  more 
to  the  Originall  whence  mercy  commeth,  then  to  the  outward 
part  of  the  mercy. 

Secondly,  they  are  more  firme,  JSy^y54.io»  The  mou»tmns^ 
J^mM  dtpart^Mdoho  Ms  h  remopsd^  hut  mj  kifuhiejfejbstl  not  di^ 
fun  from  thee ;  Why,  For  the  Covemmt  of  my  fence  fioM  not  hee 
renewed^  That  aiercy  that  you  htve»  I  give  it  in  sway  of  Cove* 
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nant^nd  the  hills  tnd  mountaincs  ftiall  depart  rather  then  that 
kindnefle  oFmine  (hsll  depart. 

$  •  Is  it  fuch  a  bltfled  thing  for  God  to  make  a  Covenant  with 
the  beafb  for  us  ?  What  a  mercy  is  it  then  tot  God  to  make  a  Co* 
venant  with  our  foulcs?  the  Covenint  that  Cod  makes  wkh 
his  people  is  a  Covenant  in  Chrift,  there  is  mtrcy .  It  is  a  very 
obfervable  place  we  have,  (7^if.  17.  concerning  Mrdb4m;yx>\x 
fhall  finde  there  that  in  ten  verfes  ©Fthit  Chapter  God  rcpeateth 
bit  Covfnsnt  which  he  made  with  Airahamy  thirteen  timet ^  to 
note  thus  miich^that  that  was  the  mercy  indeed  that  muft  fatisfie 
Abrahdtn  in  all  his  troubles,forrowes,  and  affliAions:  as  tf  God 
(hould  £iyjbe  (atistyed  with  this  Abrshamjihzt  I  have  entred  in- 
to Covenant  with  thee  andthy  fced^  I  am  t  God  in  Covenant 
with  thee.  KxiA^Sam.  23.5.  thereisanotablete3Ct,if/ritfii^^i^ 
(faith  David)  mj  hemfe  be  not  ft  with  God{2S  I  de(ire»as  I  expeA) 
yet  the  Lord  hMthnuuU  vfith  me  mh  ever  lading  Cevendnty  erd^ed 
inaB  things  send  fnre;  for  this  u  oB  mj  fdlvdtion^  dnd  att  mj 
dijire^  dlthongh  he  make  it  net  to  grewe.  Take  this  Scripture 
Chriftians,  take  it  I  fay  and  make  ufe  of  it  in  thefe  times  of 
trouble ,  though  things  do  not  eo  as  you  deHre ,  yet  fay  as 
Ddvid6\Ay  yet  the  Lord  hath  made  a  Covenant  with  us  ordered 
and  fure  in  all  things^  and  this  is  all  ourfalvationandallour 
defire. 

€.  Is  this>a  mercy  for  God  to  make  a  Covenant  with  the 
beafts  for  his  people  i  what  a  mercy  is  it  then  for  God  to  make 
a  Covenant  with  his  Son  for  his  people  Mt  is  that  we  are  to 
blefle  Godfbr^  that  he  will  make  a  Covenant  with  brute  beafts 
for  our  good,  but  that  God  will  mike  a  Covenant  with  his 
own  Son  f«r  our  good,  for  our  eternall  good,  that  God  (hould 
bring  the  fecond  perfon  in  Trinity  ,  to  be  the  head  of 
the  Covenant  for  us,  what  a  mercy  is  this  ?  Tit.  i  .a.  the  Apoftle 
fpeaks  there  of  etemaU  life  thdt  was  fremijid  before  the  world ke^ 
gany  Why,  what  promife  was  there  ever  made  brfore  the  world 
began  ^  to  whom  was  this  promife  made?  who  was  there  be- 
fore the  world  began  for  God  to  make  any  promife  unto  ?  It  waa 
onely  the  Son  ef  God,the  fecond  perfon  in  Twnity,aBd  there  was 
amoftbleffedtranfaftionbetween  God  the  father,  andGodtha 
Son,  for  our  evtrhfting  good  btferethe  world  began^  andi^pn 
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Clu^.i;  ;  thtt.ti^proclechallouf  Mvttion  tndouchope.  Whea  w«rea.d 
the  promifes  of  the  Gofpel  that  the  Lord  hath  given  to  us  as  bran- 
ches of  the  Covenant  of  ^r^^  made  withus^  we  are  ready  to 
think,  we  are  poor  weake  creatures,  we  cannot  keep  Coy eiunt 
with  God,  we  cannot  perfonae  the  conditions  of  the  Covenant  ^ 
But  Chriftian  know  this,thy  peace,the  falvation  of  thy  foul  doth 
not  depend  fo  mach^ipon  t  Covenant  God  hath  oiade  with  thee 
as  upon  the  Covenant  he  hath  made  with  his  Son^  there  is  the 
firinne{Ie,the  original,the  foundation  of  all  thy  good  and  thy  fiil- 
vation ;  and  though  thou  art  a  pocM:  weake  creature  that  doth  not 
keepe  Covenant  with  the  Lord,  yet  die  Sonot  God  hath  kept 
Covenant  with  the  Father,tnd  hath  perteftly  performed  all  con- 
ditions the  Father  required  of  him,  the  work  hath  been  perf  ed-ed 
by  the  Son,and  here  is  our  comfort.  Kaife  your  drooping  hearts  ^ 
by  this  meditation. 

The  fecond  part  of  this  peace,  and  that  is  a  pcomife  of  deliver- 
ance from  hoftility,from  the  enemy,i  wiUkreskg  the  hwejomtthg 
fwrd^and  the  hatteU^Ht  of  the  earth. 

Firft,  Peace  is  1  great  blefling,  it  is  a  great  mercy  to  have  the 
bow  and  the  f  word  broken.  It  is  a  part  oA  the  Covenant  th«t 
God  makes  with  his  people,  to  take  away  the  inftrumcnts  of 
hoftility.  7/4. 2.4.  God  promifeth  the  hresking  cf  fweris  intg 
plough" fljares  and  Jpeares  into  fruning  heekfs.  You  finde  the 
contrary  when  God  threatneth  judgement  to  a  pcophjoel  3 .  x  o, 
be  threatneth  thus,  to  ieate  their  flough-Jbares  into  fivordtjOmd 
their  pruning  hooker  into  fpeares^  then  they  are  in  a  fad  con- 
dition. It  is  a  great  deale  better  that  the  fwords  (hould  be  beaten 
into  plough-fliareSjthcn  that  the  plough-(hares  ftiould  be  beaten 
into  1  words; that  the  fpearsihould  be  made  pruning  hooks,then 
that  pruning  hooks  ihould  be  made  fpears. 

This  peaceis  «.moft  amiable  thing,  and  lovely  in  all  our  eyes, 
every  man  defireth  it,  and  God  promifeth  it  unto  his  people  in 
many  places  as  a  moftrpeciallfruite  of  his  love  unto  them.  Ifa. 
ll.loJerHfalemPf^U be  a  quiet  habitatieny  a  tabernacle  that  JhaO 
nopbetHkindovmihxidil^\xtikh.6.2%a6.  The  Lord  make  his  face 
fiiineufon  thee  andbe  gracious  mnto  thee,  the  Lord  lift  uf  his  coun- 
tenance ufou  thee  and  five  thee  peace;  the  fhining  of  Gods  fece  ap- 
pearetfa  in  giving  o?  peace  to  a  Nation :  thorelope  Jcr.  i<J.  $. 

where 
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where  God  thrcatneth  the  taking  away  of  peace,  marke  the  ex- 
preflion,  /  hdve  taken  4W4j  mj  fedce  jrom  this  fe0^fle  faiih  the 
Lorijsven  Uving  kinJenejft  awd mercies.    He  doth  not  fay  I  have 
taken  away  p^^f,  but  I  have  taken  zvity  Mj  pedee,  and  then, 
when  Afj  peace  1$  taken  away,  I  will  even  take  away  loving 
kjndnefe  and  mercies ,  how  eafy  were  it  to  let  out  ones 
felf  in  large  difcourfes  in  the  high  commendations  of  peace?  God 
teaches  us  in  thefe  dayes  to  fet  a  hieh  price  upon  it.    We  have 
had  peace  a  long  tiir  e  and  the  Lord  Kno  wes  we  have  not  prized 
that  mercy ;  now  we  know  what  afad  thing  it  is  to  have  war  in 
bur  Gates.    And  if  this  beafruite  of  Gods  Covenant  to  have 
peace,  we  have  cauleto  bcwayle  the  breach  of  our  Covenant. 
Surely  there  is  great  difplcafure  of  God  out  againft  us ;  this  cup  of 
blood  that  is  prepared  and  powred  forthanddrunkeixiagreat 
meafureisatnoftdreadfiillone,  ouc  brethren  have  drunke  deep 
of  it,  we  have  been  afraidc  of  it  long  fince,  we  have  heard  of  ru- 
mours of  warres,and  when  the  Cup  was  abroad  we  prayed  that  if 
itwerepofliblcit  eii^ht  parte  from  us,  this  cup  didpafleand 
went  to  our  brethren  m  Ireland,and  now  it  is  come  unto  us,  the 
{word  hath  had  its  circuite,  and^now  it  is  come  amongft  us, 
and  that  which  is  come  is  exceeding  dreadful],  becaufc  our  wars 
are  not  with  forreigne  enemies,butCivil  warres  the  worft  of  all. 
I  have  read  in  the  Romane  Chronicles/  that  in  a  battell  between 
iTyAT/i  and  -A/4r/i«^,there  was  a  fouldier  by  accident  killed  one,not 
knowing  who  it  was^  but  after  he  was  flaine  he  fa  w  it  was  his 
brother,  ptefentlyinancuifhof  fpirit  he  ran  his  fword  into  his 
own  bowels.    This  we  nnde  to  be  ordinary  among  us,even  bro- 
ther to  be  againft  brother, yea  fon  agaiiift  father  of  each  fide  at  this 
timej '  Certainly  therefore  it  is  time  for  us  to  fall  upon  our 
knees,  and  to  be  humbled  before  the  Lord  for  the  breach  of  our 
peace.      ' 

Peace  is  a  fweet  mercy,  th^efore  pitty  itfs  that  it  (hould  not 
beimproved,  pitty  it  is  that  it  fhould  be  abeiM.  Oh^hoW  have 
we  abufed  our  former  peace !  God  gave  us  peace  before,  to  what 
erni  ?  That  we  might  be  edifyed  and  fo  built  up  in  the  feareof 
God  and  comfort  of  the  holy  Ghoft^  as  Afljp.  3 1 .  it  is  hidythe 
Chnrches  hddrefl^  and  were  edify  fd^ .  andSd^alke  in  the  feare  of 
God^and  the  comforts  of  the  holy  Ghofi.  We  hav^nqt  made  this 
: ^  ufe  I 
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ufeof  the  reft  that  God  htth  been  piealed  to  afford  us^but  we  ba ve 
gro  wne  wanton  with  our  peace,  with  this  precioui  /^w«U,  and 
juft  it  is  with  God  to  take  it  from  us.  And  now  we  do  dcfirc 
peace^but  to  what  end  ?  Still  ayming  efpecially  at  this  that  we 
might  have  more  freedome  to  fatisfie  Gur  li^Sj  and  te  make  pro- 
vifion  for  the  JSefh^that  is  the  very  ground  of  moft  mens  dd&e  of 
peace :  whereas  if  we  did  underftand  the  true  worth  of  peace  in- 
deed, we  would  think  it  were  a  very  low  end  to  de(ire  peace  ooljr 
to  attay  ne  this-E^^^jjy.  ai5.  Marke  the  promife  that  is  there  J  wi/i 
makf  M  G^enMt^f  pedcc  with  them^  itJhM  ht  4n  iverlafiing  Co^ 
V€»4nt  wiih  them/kni  I  rpiHtUce  them  and  muUiflj  tkim/mdwUl 
fet  myfanSttMry  in  the  midaefi  o^  them  fir  evermwc.  Yea  that  ]% 
a  comfortable  peace,  to  be  deiired  indeed,  when  God  b}^  peace 
(hall  make  way  to  fet  his  fanduary  amootgft  us*  If  we  did  de-> 
(ire  peace  upon  thefetermes^we  might  have  peacefoonerthm  we 
ateliketohaveit. 

Again,Peace  is  fweet,  therefore  pity  it  is  that  it  (houid  be  Al- 
(ifyed*  P/i/.  18.3 .there areibme that  /^Mi^^<#frrtotheirneigli- 
bo|irS,but  mifchiefe  is  in  their  hearts .  It  is  pity  that  fuch  a  pre- 
cious thing  as  peace  ihould  he  feryiceabLe  to  mens  lufi:s^  that  it 
Oiould  be  pretended  onely  to  drive  en  t  mifchievoui  defigne^ 
Peace  is  too  good  to  be  ferviceable  to  mens  bafe  ends* 

Yet  further.  Peace  is  a  great  blefling^  therefore  pity  it  is  that 
it  (boold  not  be  endeavoured  for  to  the  uttermoO«  Yea  cnrfcd 
be  that  warre  that  hath  not  peace  for  the  end  of  it,it  is  that  which 
oughttobeascheEmblemeofeveryfouldier,  to  have  it  written 
upon  his  fword,  Jff  qtuarimtu  Paeemfivca  thus  do  we  feck  peace. 
It  is  a  great  deale  better  to  have  a  warre  that  aymes  at,  and 
workes  peace,  then  to  have  a  peace  thataymesat,andworkes 
warre.  It  is  true,  warre  producech  very  dretdfull  effeds,  but 
wtrrethat  ftiallbrii^  forth  peace,  is  better  then  peace  that  pro- 
duceth  warre ;  and  the  more  wc  do  commend  peace,the  more  do 
we  ftiU  commend  that  warre  that  tends  to  the  bringing  forth 
true  peace,rather  tlien  to  feeke  for  a  f alie  peace  that  will  produce 
flioft  dreadiull  warre  afterward* 

Peace  is  a  great  blefling  from  God,  but  we  muft  take  heed  we 
il(uy  it  not  too  deere ;  w^  may  fay  of  this  a$  we  a&  to  fay  of  Gold, 
wemitjkM^gMfodcitre. 

You 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$birr^ki/h4f  Ho  %  i  a. 


Youwill£iy»  iioWisit  pefliUeCo  bfty  Ptacti  «t  toodettea 
ntc? 

Yes,  ifyougire  thefe  three  things  fork,  youhtircbatsdeirc 
bargtine^it. 

Fkft^ifyoafeUtnithforit,  felling  toy  truth  for  |>cioc,yoiibii)r 
peace  too  deare,  far  the  Icaft  truth  of  God  is  better  then  all  the 
icingdoiBS  of  the  earth.  It  foR  coft  the  bloud  of  Chrift^  and  (iftce 
hath  been  watered  by  the  blond  of  tboiifandsof  Martyrr. 

Secondly,  if  you  mallbetray  thbfe  that  have  been  moft  aftive 
for  thepubii<]ue  good^onely  that  you  nay  by  way tif  con^^tyance 
fxofideior  yoar  ownf»tticiilir|>oact9  tUs^eaocooftsyoutoo 
dare. 

Thirdly,  if  yoU  for  love  of  peace  (haU  fabfeft  yoiv  felres  to 
tfretiny^srflavcry.  Thitispeaoeattioodearearate> and thepo- 
ftrrity  that  comes  after  nay  curft  that  bafencileof  fpirit,  and 
cowardlyneffe  of  the  genemtion  that  went  bef#rei  that  Q^mAd 
btiy  peace  for  thefli&Ivesfi>deate»  asto  htiittiioC  onctytheni- 
iclTeshit'thtirpofteritlronder  the  bondage  offliiierabietycanBy 
«xlwoefDll(lavery.  Itistn]e,itisagreatdedkeaflerforainan 
tiiBk  tsftti^ingand  figfitii^  Wikh  his  enejay^  to  lie  do wn,^hte  lo 
ftandhttJto^withfi^^  heOilltiiocfpimd 

to  itimy  of  hia  fpimts  in  the  aft  of  lyic^  down,  why  wfll  he 
wcltoyhamfelf?is  it  not  better  to  lie  down  upontheioft  graft 
tfaen^totyrehiin&Ifein  cottibttiEf  ^  but  fif  this  man  lie  down j 
hetat]ilnstkoat  cut  by  his  enemy ;  hath  this  man  thinke  you 
done  wifelyf  Of  hipifcif  ?  topBeventtroubk,  he  hath  loft  his  lifir. 
fl.M^ihoiddbc  fo  Weary  c^pre&nt  troiMesastoliedownto 
IwiftMr  ihiMtoi»tfay  oiiradvmm<^^  thegdieffitio  to  come 
iMMMtod  either  our  Wifdomeor  vatoyr^It  is  tmcwhtn  a  dream 
runnethftrong,  you  cannot  etpc^  to  ftop  that  ftreamejbut  there 
willbeifeme  tmnble  ih  doing  it;  And  the  truth  is^  that  war 
thitt  is'OowonfoM  Wifchusi  tboi^  it  hath  mttchiroublsinir, 
andiNkn^of^ourbKthitd  fiifer  many  hard  things  by  it«  y^t  kt 
imllMiWkis  biittofloptflreaiiieof  oiiiGiy  that  wascommiqg 
upod  iis»  And  it  b  betterto  nndergoe  feme  dMicultiel  in  the  ft^p- 
idgtke  ftftttme,  then  to  be  quiet,  arid  fo  let  itoverflow  us,  till  all 
be  p^fccovecy^  OotadiFcr£iriescryctttthatweare  cjieifuafo 
poace/  and  they  axle  all  for  peace,  that  is  j  they  would  have  j 
'"  Ffff  us  I 
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us  to  be  fo  qniet  «s  to  let  them  doc  what  thqr  lift^  they  would 
feline  htv€  us  foto  love  peace  at  to  give  up  our  ftrength  to 
them»   and  to  be  irrecoverably  under  their  power.  Therefore 
letthisgeneration  be  wife^  for  great  things  depend  ifpon  thefe 
prerent.  aiBiires  of  the  kingdome^  that  conccrne  not  onely 
their  own  outward  cocnfort^  bnt  the  glory  of  Cod^  and  the  good 
of  their  pofterity  to  many  generations  after. 
lr»iibreMk£theb9WMathefvfrd,^c. 
It  is  God  tbatbringeth  Peace  as  hepleafeth;  it  is  a  great 
bU0it^^  and  it  is  CxkIs  peculiar  work  to  bring  this  bleffing^ 
We  may  treat  and  treat  about  j>eace>  but  untill  God  pleafcth  to 
giveacominiflfionforpeaceyit  will  not  be.    If  God  commeth 
in  with  exceptions,  our  treaties  and  our  plots  will  never  do 
ihty^oxVy^^l^vfiB  breaks  the  t9W^  faith  God.  Ur.^'j.6.0tbm 
fword  ef  the  Lord,  hew  leng  mil  it  te  ere  then  be  quiet  f  fMt  0f  thy 
felfintQ  thyfcabbarJ^refiMtfdbefim.Tht  fword  anfwers^Hfwcuii 
1  be  ifmet  feeing  the  Leri  hsth  riven  me  a  charge  againftAfiksienf 
&e.   Till  God  giveacommidion  to  the  fword  it  cannot  reft 
and  be  ftill;  hb  34.  ^9*  IVhen  he  giv^th  qttietnefe^whe  then  fan 
make  trenble?  andtvhen  he  hidethhieface^who  then  can  behold  himf 
whether  it  be^gainfi^  a  natien  er  a  man  enelj.    If  he  caufetrovblCt 
whocan  cnake  quietneilfe  ?  Oh  no,  none  can.    It  is  Godthat  is 
to  be  looked  at  in  breaking  of  treaties^it  is  God  that  hardneth  tlie 
hearts  of  men  that  tliey  ihal  not  makepeace  antillhis  time  come. 
lojh,  1 1.  ip.2o.  a  moft  ren^arkeable  text.  There  was  net  ('(aiththe 
text )  a  City  that  madg peace  7tdtbth9clfiidtifnefJJraelfavethein'^ 
habitants  of  Gibeen,  for  it  was  of  the  Lerdte  harden  their  hearts 
that  they  fljenld  come  againfi  Ifraelin  batteUthat  thtf  might eH-- 
terly  be  deftrijed.    Ofalithe  Cities  in  Canaan  that  Gods  people 
cameagainft,  though  GodshandwttveryremarEeabteingomg 
along  withthem, working  many  miraeles^for  themr  yet  the  text 
ob&rveth  that  there  was  nonethat  would  make  peace  with  them 
onely  (7/^^^;^^  why  ?  for  it  was  9f  the  Lard  to  harden  their  hearts 
tocomeagainfl  Ifraelin  batteOthat  they  might  utterly  be defir^y^ 
ed\    God  intended  to  deftrov  themy  therefore  God  haidtncd 
them  tharthey  (hould  not  maice  peace  with  his  people.    God  is 
tlic  Prince  of  peace,thercfore  he  difpofeth  oftt  as  he  will  \  Many 
devices  may  be  in  the  hearts  of  men,  they  have  many -plots  and 
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contrivances,  but  the  counlcll  of  the  Lord  (hall  ftand,  Pfal.2^. 
I X .  The  Lordfittcth  ufvnthi  fUods,  jeorthc  L^rdftteth  King  for 
ever  .The  Lord  will  give  firength  to  his  feoflo,  the  Lord  wiM%lfJfe 
hie  feefle  with  pestcf.  That  is  not  the  peace  for  God  to  bleife  his 
people  witfc/or  which  they  mud  lay  open  their  throatsto  be 
cat,  and  betray  his  caufe.  God  need  give  no  ftrength  for  this,  but 
Gods  way  is  topve fircngth  tohispeofU^  «nd  then  to  hUffe  them 
with  fence.  We  love  peaces  but  let  us  look  to  haveourpcace 
thoroosh  the  ftrength  ox  God ;  pnt  thoie  together^  the  Lord  hath 
promiied  it,&  do  you  plead  this  promife;though  we  feem  weak, 
yet  theLordwilghe  his  people  firength^c^fo.hewH  bleffehis  people 
with  peace.We  muft  work  our  peace  by  improvingGods  ftrength, 
not  thinke  to  get  peace  by  a  fli^gift^  compliance,  and  a  bafe  un- 
worthyyeelding  to  ouudvcrlaries.  ler.  f4.  is.H^e  looked  for  peace, 
it  feemcs  they  were  in  lome  trcaties»M^/i&^#  is  nogoodyfor  heaU 
ing^  dnd  behold  trouble^  all- their  treaties  came  to  nothing :  But 
marke  what  followeS,vrr.20.ffV  acknowledge fi  Lord,  ^nr  wickz 
ednefe  and  the  iniqnitj  of  onr  fathers ;  O  Lord  we  dwell  amongft 
people  that  are  fet  on  fire>and  when  w  e  fpeak  of  peace,  yea  w£n 
they  fpeak  of  peace  they  have  mifchiefe  in  their  hearts^  O  Lord 
our  wickedneiTe  and  the  iniquit  v  of  our  fathers  is  great,  O  Lord 
pardon  our  iniquity.  This  is  the  way  to  have  peace*  to  make  up 
our  peace  with  God. 

Thirdly,  Thorosgh  rcformatioa  is  the  way  to  bring  peace. 
Marke  how  it  rifeth,  thoj  Jbai  cdllme  ne  more  Basliy  tten  wig  J 
breathe  bww ;  when  they  Oiall  break  off  throi^y  ftom  their  I* 
dolattiTithen  will  I  break  the  bow  and  the  fword  j  fo  long  as  they 
WorihipfaUegodSj  war  fh^  be  in  their  gates;  but  when  they 
fludl  throu^y  reformand  fet  up  my  worfbip  in  that  way  that  I 
will  have,then  ^f  iU  I  break  the  bow.That  is  the  way  if  we  could 
truft  God  fur  it.  Here  is  our  bafcnefle  that  we  will  nottruft 
God  in  this  way  of  peaceywe  arc  read/to  think  that  refermation 
will  bring  difturbancCj  oh  no,  reformation  is  the  wajr  to  a 
thoroaga  peace.  Let  our  wifdom  t  be  purci  and  then  cectatfily  it 
will  be  peaceable.  We  have  a  moft  excellent  Saipture  h)r  this, 
Jf4.ii.29.  Jemfalemis  th«re  promifedtobc^fiii^i  bMt^i$n^ 
m\»  foUoweth  t  ver.  a2»  Fer  the  Lnd  is  ftfrjttdjre^  tbi  I^rd  k 
m'l^w^nvvr^  more  Wt  ctttcrtauihim  as  j[adge»aiid  wr  law* 
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giver,  the  more  petcc  we  (hall  have.  Efry  9.7.  Of  hh  ^#* 
viTMimttn  d$td  feaee  tb<ri  Jbdll  ke  n0  tmd.  When  tlie  govern- 
ment of  C  H  R  I  ST  commetbyChen  coauBeth  peace.  Z^ch. 
1$.  1 3*  He  fidU  r$di  ufen  his  throne ^  and  be  4  Prieft  arpM  hit 
fhrcmj  tmd  the  eomifrll ^f  f idee  [hallhe  between  thembeib;  that 
is.advanceCkriftinhii  Kingly  Office  U  wdiasm  his  pridUy 
office,  and  then  there  (hall  be  a  Cotuifell  of  peace.  Whatiathe 
reafon  tbatthe  councell  of  peace  hath  not  prevaylod  to  thisdav  ? 
We  have  caufc  to  feare  they  have  qoe  been  let  between  both,  be^ 
tween  the  Kingly  Office  and  Prieftly  Office  of  Chrift  to  advance 
thpna  both.  j;^.  3  2. 17,1 8.  Thevf^keefri£hee$$fHetteJbdUbe 
fedce^  dnithe  efe&  ef  righfeemftuge  qmietneje  dnddfirdnce  fer 
ever/mdmj  feofUJbdll  JSeellindfedcedble  bdbitdHem^^  im  fiere 
imelUngsJtmdin  quiet  riJUng  fldces.  Se^how  the  Holy  Ghoft 
addes  one  word  to  anothcr«to  (hew  that  true  peaceiain  the  waya 
ofrighteoufndTe.  When  mens  connTels  fat  peace  are  crocked 
counfelsi  when  they  feek  to  com^y  for  their  own  ends,  when 
the  honour  of  God  is  not  their  chicfe  aymetit  is  /uft  with  God  to 
da{h  all  their  counfels.  Jfd.  5 9.8.  The  wdj  offedee  thej  knew  net^ 
faith  God,  there  iene  indgementim  their  geingSj  tbej  hdvemdde 
tbemcreokfdfdthsy  wbdfeever  geeth  thereim  Jbdinet  kmw  fedee, 
Weknowthegoingof  thcferpentia  a  crooked  gotngytt  wisdctb 
up  and  down ;  fo  many  of  our  CounfcUorsof  peace  havegont 
like  the  ferpent,  winding  up  and  down  in  their  camaU  poticies. 
they  have  eat  ftudied  reformation,  bpt  have  gone  incroMced 
paths^  and  therefore  they  have  not  broogfatfor^  Che  trueelWh 
ofpeace.  Butone  place  esore^  Jer.  3  i.aa.ij*  there  the  Lofd 
fipeaks  concemii^  his  people,  when  Jie  was  about  10  deliver 
them  from  captivity.  How  ledg  wittthemgedbeutftiMiB^jG^ 
do  not  go  on  the  right  way,  you  compafle  about »yott  have  fetches 
becauftf  you  meet  with  difficulties  in  your  way,  you  think  1^ 
this  and  the  other  meaaeeto  avoide  irouUes,  but  you  ihould  ^ 
on  by  a  right  line :  what  followcth  ?  The  Lerd  bUfft  thee  O  bd^ 
bitdtitm  rfjdfiice  ddd  meuntdine  efbeltneffei  Apply  yourcoun* 
£ds  that  way  to  be  the  habitation  c^julticeand  the  mour^ineof 
halyneile,  and  the  work  is  done,  execute  juftice  upon  Ddifi^ 
quentethat  art  In  your  powtf, end  fetup  the  ordinances  of  God 
LAthe  eight  way  o^  worflup,this  h  the  way  ofpeace,  but  all  this 
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while  you  have  gone  eboot/  Oh  that  the  Lord  would  deliver    LeA.itf 
obr  great  Countellorsfroin  going  about. 
They  PfSilfeinmptfrly. 

HenoetheNoteis,  Onely  Gods  peace  bringeth  ^ety.  If  we 
patch  up  a  fidfepcace  upon  bafe  and  unworthy  terms ,  we  nuift 
not  think  to  lye  down  Afcly;  but  whenGodpromifeth  peace 
a  fruit  of  the  Covenant^  then  it  foUows/A/y  IhdU  Ijt  imnfaftly. 
And  I  fiippofe  none  of  yoo  )vmild  have  any  other  peace  but  fiich  a 
peace  as  you  nay  lye  downe  iafely,  and  how  is  it  poIfiUe  do  you 
thinketolyedowne  fafely^  except  tlit  Lord  dmroy  (he  evill 
be«fts  out  of  the  land?  Ltvit.  x6.%.  J  willgivife^imj^wr 
lMmil^Mdj0MfiMMtjed(nn§i,4mdM§»efiMllnud^jpmMfr  4nd  1 
mi  rid  $vithe4fis$m§fth€  Und,  What  is  the  end  of  our  warre 
atpreftnt,butto  rid  the  evill  beafts  out  of  the  land,  that  ibwee 
-  mtiy  lyedownc  fafely?  Canyon  thinke  to  dwell  iafely  fo  long  as 
fo  many  evill  beafts  are  in  the  land^p  and  fo  exafperated  in  the 
higheft  of  all  their  ragef  CennrXy ,  if  a  f  alfe  and  a  patched  up 
peace  fliould^be  made,  we  were  in  amofttickle  and  hazardous 
conditioni  efpeciallythofe  who  have  appeared  fbrthe  Caufeof 
God ;  thofe  who  have  (hewed  themfelvcs  moft  faithfi]U>  can 
they  lie  downe  fafely  in  the  confidence  of  fiich  a  peace  ?  If  you 
have  the  hearts  of  true  Englifli^meR^y  ou  would  never  defire  any 
other  peace>but  fiich  as  that  youand  your  brethren  »  your  Mini- 
fters, and thofe  Worthies  in  Parliament,  and  all  that  have  ap- 
peared foryou,  night  lye  downe  fafely-  yf£f/ 27. 13,14.  wee 
readeof4y«/^#>irriE»-irWthat  did  blow,  but  the  Text  laith»  that 
net  long^er  there  arofe  4  timptftmo$is  wind  csSid  E/trpefyd^if. 
I  So  if  we  have  a  (alfs  peace,  it  may  blow  as  that  fomh*  wind  did, 
feftly  and  ftill,  but  certainly  the  ^nrr^r/yJwf,  themoft  tctribk 
eaft-wind  will  follow  after.  7,  Chr§n,  20. 30,  hb^fiui^M  wm 
fmift^ffr  hii  Godgaw  him  refi.  Siq)pole  we  ftioold  be  quiet,  1 
and  our  0 wne  bafc  counfels  and  our  o  wne  complyances  ihouki  ron. 
give  us  reft,  our  quiet  would  never  be  fecurity  to  us ,  there  wdl 
foUow  difmall  things  afterward ;  but  then  i%  a  people  quiet 
fafely,  when  we  have  the  peace  of  God,  together  with  the  Gn^ 
of  peace.  PhiL  4.7.  Thiftacf  if  Gad  which  faffitb  dipfukrfianr 
ding^kiffjant  hearts y&€.  Then  pnfcntlyjVrrfep.  The  G^d  if 
feaccfi^B  he  withjiu.  We  would  be  loth  to  be  wi^hodC  the  Qod 
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ofpeac^,  then  ktus  be  loth  to  b^ve  any  peace  but  the  peace  of 
God.  You  all  defire  Peace  ^  and  fo  tke  adverfaty  prctendeth  ; 
take  heed  you  be  not  deluded  with  vaine  words ;  that  which 
is  vour  end  in  your  thoughts,  is  their  meanes  to  drive  on  their 
deugnes;  and  what  good  will  iuch  a  peace  doe  you?  you  will 
be  no  more  fecure  then  you  are,  nay  your  danger  will  be  farre 
greater. 

Laftly>  ItisGodsownc  gift  to  his  people  to  lit  d§wfie  fi^^ 
Iji  this  is  a  forther  blelfing  then  to  havo  the  fword  and  bow 
broken.  We  may  be  delivered  from  our  enemies,  but  the  Lord 
may  afirighten  our  confciences  with  vilions  in  theniglity  he  ouy 
terrifieusathoufand  wayesj  and  take  away  ourfecurity,  there- 
fore he  addeth  this,  I  wiUbrenks  the  hew  and  fhefiptrd^  dfulActx 
I  will  mdke  thee  lye  Jowne  fafely.  This  is  a  precious  mcrcy, 
it  is  recftmherefacixm,  in  fisbtcisd»rmire  faciam  fidncidlitcr,  I 
will  make  them  lye  do  wne  in  truft  and  confidence,  that  is,  to 
goetobcd  without  any  feare  ofevillto  befall  us  afore  morning. 
We  little  think  what  t  mercy  this  is,  we  have  many  nights  lam 
down  fafely,  and  flept  quietly,  and  have  lifen  up  comfortably, 
you  have  little  thought  of  the  giving  God  the  glory  of  this  mer- 
cy. Many  of  our  brethren  ifa  divers  countreys  would  prize  fuch 
a  mercy  now,  when  they  goe  to  bed  they  arc  afraid  of  every  little 
noife,  and  can  fcarce  have  a  nights  fleep,  but  are  feared  with  Ala- 
rums. What  would  fome  of  our  brethren  give  for  one  nights  reft 
in  fafety,  that  when  they  goe  to  bed  they  might  fay,  WellA  l^opc 
this  night  I  {hall  have  quiet  reft,  I  (hall  not  be  troubled  in  my 
fleep.  In  many  places  they  arefaine  to  fleepintfacday^tad  to 
watch  in  theti^ht.  It  is  true,  here  in  the  Cit]^yoa  can  goe  to 
bed  and  fleep  quietly,  and  rife  quietly,  oh  think  of  thote  that 
want  this  mercy,  and  give  God  the  ^ory  of  it  while  you  hav« 
it.  It  is  a  metcy  of  God,  a  great  priviledge  forthe  Lord  to  quiet 
our  fpirits  in  thefe  dangerous  times*  in  ihcfe  trembling  daycs, 
when  every  mans  hands  are  upon  his  loynes.  Many  who  are 
free  from  their  Adveifmes,  yet  through  the  timerouliicfleof 
ll^eirfeirits  tbev  cannot  have  one  nights  quiet,  they  turmojle 
themfelvetwith  thck  owne  thoughts.  Oh  what  will  become 
ofushereafter?  Itmaybe  the  enemies  will  come,  and  we  (hall 
lofeour  lives,  and  all  will  be  rent  from  uS|  and  this  makes  them 
-  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tkeFnfkeJierfU OS  i  a. 


tlut  thqr  cinnot  lie  down  fafely,  thoughdtnger  be  not  yet  ncare 
tbem,  but  when  Godis  pletfed  to  quiet  tlie  heart  in  thenoft 
troublefome  times  of  all,  that  you  can  lie  down  fecnrely^this  is  a 
choice  mercy,it  is  afruiteofthe  Covenant. 

This  mercy  the  Lord  promxfeth,  Pr^.  3,  23,  Then  Jh^h  then 
walks  inthj  way  fafeljj^hy  f$$t  fhdU  notftumbU.  Mark  the  24. 
vcx.fyhenthfulieJhdoiPnthoHlhdltnQtbe  afraid^  jca  thoHfhalt 
he  down^4nd  thyJleefefiaU  kejwecty  be  not  afraid  of  fudden  feare^ 
for  the  Lord/hall  be  thy  confidence,  c^.  This  m  adc  good  to  one 
inthefedayesisatcxt  worth  gold  indeed*  So PfaJ.  107.3. 4?^ 
doth  the  Lordghe  hiibelovedrejt  ^others  they  labour  andtoyle, 
and  they  eate  the  br^ad  of  carefulneilcr  and  are  mightily  perpkx- 
ed,butyi  doth  the  Lordgive*hif  beloved  refi^thzt  iSj^the  Lord  takes 
away  care  and  thought  from  his  beloved,  and  gives  them  reft,  fo 
that  they  can  ke  down  quietly  as  it  were  in  his  bofome. 

There  is  a  talfe  reft  and  fecurity  of  the  wicked  when  they 
make  a. Covenant  with  death  and  with  hell,  as 7y^.  28.16.  Te 
have /aid,  we  have  made  a  covenant  with  death  and  with  hell,  when 
the  overflowing  fcourge  JbaU  faffe  throughy  it  fia^  not  come  unto 
m  ^for  we  have  modi  lies  our  refuge^  and  under  falfehood have  we  * 
hid  our  filves..   This  text  is  as  proper  a  teyt  to  our  tdverftries 
as  any  one  I  know  in  the  Scripture,  they  promifc  to  themfelye^ 
all  fecurity  and  fafety,  they  make  a  Covenant  withhtU  and  death y 
but  how?^A^7  makf  lies  their  refnge^and  undtr  falfehoodhave 
they  hid themfe Ives.     Here  is  a  fecurity,  and  it  is  by  a  covenant, 
with  hell  and  death;  but  this  text  holds  forth  a  lying  down 
fafcly  by  vertucof  anotht  rCoverant,even  the  Covenant  of  God, 
therefore  it  folio  wes,  ver.  1 6.  Behold  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foHnda- 
tion^Jlotfe^  trjedfione,  a  freciom  corner  fione^  a  fur  e foundation y 
,  he  that  beleeveth  JhaU not  make  hajte.    It  is  an  obfcnrable  text 
concerning  our  times,  there  is  a  fecurity  upon  that  ground,  the 
overflowing  fcourge  will  break  down  all,  but  faith  God,  1  lay  in 
Zion  for  afoundaiionyaftone^a  tryedftone^a  freciom  corner  flone,  a 
fferefoundAtionyhe  that  beleevethjhall  not  make  hafie,  you  may  be 
fecure,thoughyour  enemies  do  vaunt  thtmf  Ives  and  will  boaft 
in  their  own  vray^s,  they  hive  m^di:  a  covenant  with  heU  and 
death,yct  for  you  J  lay  in  Zion  a  corner  ftoneyafurefoundation,  he 
that  beleeveth  [hall  not  make  hafle.    Although  God  doth  not 
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come  wkiild$  cMinrsncc  for  tfctpfcfeftt»  ytt  yon  who  br* 
letve,  qcddt  your  &lires,«a4  lie  down&fdvtsutditocnotnmkc 
haftc.  yt  h$r/i  faith  the  Scripture^  Ffal.  33.17.  t^a  vaine  thit§g 
forfdfetj^  they  truft  inthe  acature,  ver^  1 8.  but  beh9U  the  tje 
fffthe  Lordis(ff9n  them  thdt  jeare  him^  they  have  a  greater  (afety 
then  if  they  had  troopesof  horief  lie  about  them  to  defend  them^ 
and  wr.2c^  pmr  frml  wsyteth  fmr  the  Lerd^  he  is  pmt  helf  sndomr 
JheiUL  (b  Pro.  ai.Ji.T/v  herfe  is  prefored  sgdimfi  the  eUf  rf 
hmtetl,  hutfdfcty  is  af  the  Lerd.  Let  US  therefore  cry  with  the 
K4m9t»  4^  lift  thmmfthe  liehtefthycoHntettMceufemm^ 
then  will  VH  lie  eiown  in  feace  und  Jteep^  far  then  enely  mskfjt  m 
Aweilittfifttj.  Wouldyoubavequiftflcepintheletrouhldk^me 
times  ?  BHike  your  pe«ce  with  God^if  there  be  peace  withii)/hen 
you  mitf  lie  down fiiielynocwitUlanding all thenunersaiKi tu- 
mults or  war  abro«dt  but  if  there  be  no  peace  inthe  heatt^though 
you  fliould  live  to  fee  outward  peace^yourfinnes  would  dogyeu, 
they  woukl  puifue  youj  die  temnui  of  the  Almighty  would  bt 
uponyou^and  you  (faonld  mt  have  onetug^reft. 

B«ft  Lord  what  if  all  this  except  we  mayiiavccoinmuiiion 
with  thy  felfe^  except  we  fRiy  have  comcriuiiion  wiA  T  i  s  u  a 
Chri  ST  ?  This  is  the  voice  ofagradour  heart,  (Werovefirit- 
toM^eathat  hlefled  proflaife  as  a  farther  Inute  ofwthe  Coteaant 
that  God  would  make  with  hispeople,  fiuththe  Lord^  IwiUhe^ 
trvfh  thee  unto  myfelfe^  I  will  be  yours  too,  there  (hallbe  a  aaoft 
ble!ffed  union  and  coujugaU  communion  between  youandaae, 
vcu  9m\  enj  oy  me  in  a&  the  fweetneffe  &  love  that  the  w^  en- 
Joveth  the  husband  in,though  you  have  moft  wretdKdly  depait- 
^from  rre,yet  behold  J  wul  betroth jmmnf  me  in  righttntfnefi 
hhA  injftdgement/tndin  l^ng  kindneffejmdin  tner^ies. 
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Ho  s  I  A  a.  ip,ao. 

• 

ji9$dl  will  ketr^th  thge  mnto  me  for  everyjiM^  wilt  kerretb  thee 
Hn$0  wte  in  right94itfn€f[e^MdinJ9^mtim^Knd  in  Uving  kfndttfffe^ 
amdinmerciis^ 

1  will^enhtr^h tba imt0miinf4ithf$tlnej[ey  4nd ihon  Jbal$ 
k^§Ti¥  the  Lord. 

Ut  hdw  ketreth  f  (this  phrtfe  fccins  to  be  ycry 
ftrangc)  (he  htd  bcenths  wife  of  God  befbrei  and 
\hs  gone  a  whoring  from  him  •  though  God 
fhould  be  reconciled  to  Jicr,onc  wodd  have  thought 
^  it  fhould  rather  have  been^  /  will  receive  jen  agdin, 
No^but  /  will  tetrethjou.  The  reaibn  of  the  phrafe  is,  to  note 
that  God  would  receive  her  with  thatloveasifflieludbeena 
pure  viigin,  and  he  would  n  ever  upbraid  her  with  her  former  dc- 
MftingTOm  hiffl:youhave  been  an  adultereflfesbeareyour  (hame» 
CNXtibrmy  own  Names  fake  I  Will  be  content  to  receive  you  a- 
gain|NO|but  1  will  ketrethjeu  tmto  me, you  fliallbe  as  now  taken 
to  qtie,afidyour  finnes  (hall  be  no  moreremembredj  they  (hall be 
at  tf  they  had  never  been  committed. 

When  God  pardonethfirine  he  will  remember  it  no  more,  the 
Lord  will  never  charge  upon  (inners  their  former  (innes.  And 
if  God  will  not  remember  tfie  (innes  of  his  people,  of  his  repent- 
ing pebple>to  charge  them  upon  them,we  (hould  not  remember 
them,toupbrayd  them  for  them-what  everthey  have  been  before, 
if  now  converted,it  is  too  much  boldne(re  in  any  of  us  to  upbray  d 
thetA  for  any  of  their  former  (Inne$.  I  remember  Seza  tells  ot 
himfdf,  that  the  Papifts  upbray  ded  him  muah  for  the  (innes  of 
his  youth,  for  his  la(civious  Poems  he  made bebre  his  conver* 
fion ;  bpt  Bezji  aniWers  theBl.thus,Hi  hemines  invidene  mibigra^ 
iM»i^mMiRi,thefe  men  envy  me  the  grace  of  God.  - 
;  IrnBbetreththeeuntomyjeO'lwiliyetreththeeuntewHy  Iwill 
even  betretB  thee  unte  me.         ♦     ^  fULf.  ^The 
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Tkt  repenting  Church  might  fay »  Howisitpoflibletbatriu:h 
$n  ciiltercfle  who  hath  been  lo  vile^  who  hath  been  b  imj^ent 
inher  wayesofforfakingthe  blefTed  God,her  glorious  husband^ 
who  hath  rol(»:^coQtinuedlajQthywhQrctofnoi^  (houldyetex- 
pcd  to  rcceivemercy  ?  What,this  mercy  ,toT)c  betrothed  to  God, 
to  be  taken  as  it  (he  wereachaft  fpoule  before  him  ?  Yes  faith 
God,IwiUdoit,  and  tjiarcforekia  repeated  three  timet  for  the 
a^aoGC  of  theiHimblMlf>epcnt)tfig  Cl»irchtfaflt  <iQA  wiUi^in 
be(sathiimfciftiifitohc£»  jndt^ift  with  fame  Emphafis^  IjiMi 
hctroth^yed  I  williett^th/ven  1  will  tetroth  :  there  t€  httr^iUmg^ 
ind  ^<r^/^V^,9od  ittrpthing^vA  J^  mi.i^  and  i*  ikemng  ho w 
much  the  heart  of  God  is  in  this  thing.  As  ifGod  (haidd  bavciud. 
Though  you  may  think  fuch  a  thing  can  never  be,  you  fee  nothing 
biit  caufeof  doi^inf  tod  difcputagccnem  io  y^ur  felves,  bat  I 
will  doftt^yoa  I  wiU  <io  it^and  it  i$  thus  rctpetcied  to  note  alfo  the 
ez^cellcncy  of  themercy  that  isinir.  ^ 

It  is  ancKcUenc  mercy  indeed  that  the  Ldrd  will  take  apeo* 
pleiaftoib  seerAcammunion  wkh  himfidfp  irom  this  mercy 
iloweih  moftgloripus  mercies>  {will  do  this  iiith  Cod^  I  need 
bynovmt,  hcceismerc^  cnmgh  tpftcisfic«qriibaIliviog,  I 
wiU  di9  k>{  ivyiU  do  it^I  wiii  df  it. 

B«it  wiii  this  merof  hoU^  wiUtt  hxAlHhnt  idretdjrapo* 
lbtizediroaitbeLi)ccI,ndIhA¥eftiUanapoiUtici^  tn4 

amlikctoiailoJBrfromGodftgaii^  wdibrnv  condition  is  like  to 
be  woffc  then  ever  yet  it  vrss ;  no  ftitb  God,  JwiM  htrnb  fw 
unto  myfelfefor  everjaxy  heart  (hall  b(^forcverti»wirdsyo«»ani 
your  heart  ftiail  be  for  cYcr  towards  mc,thcfe(bftU  ncTcrbemy 
breach  of  con/ugaU  \w%  and  communion  between  yon  And  I  any 
more. 

But  the  Lord  is  arightepttsGod,  heisaGod  tf  inftaitejuftice, 
and  I  have  mod  fdacfbliy  finned  ag^infthim*  ohthehidewsfins 
that  I  ftand  guiky  of  before  him  I  hp  w  fliall  that  infioke  jiiftice 
of  God  be  faiiifiedfor  my  (iiines  ?  this  is  the  care  oU  roeifting 
heart^not  onely  to  obtaine  mercy  for  pardon,  but  h»w  mall  that 
juft ice  of  God  be  fatisficd  ^  Yts  Aith  God«  Z  will  have  a  way  for 
that  too,  though  you  have  been  v^Q^  finnchil,  yet  when  I  receiTe 
you  to  mercy,  itfhaUbeinfucha.way  sa  J  wUlbecighteous»  ts 
wcii  as  gtacwus>  I  will  do  it  im  rigU40Hfnig€^  ItihaU  be  oodif- 
____^  •  '      honoor 


I 


Digitized  by  VjOC 


tki  Frtfkefkpf  Ho s  ma. 


hwioaf  at  aUtp  «jf  Eifkeoiifhdfiry  tfuit  I  uke  jroii  agmo  to  my 
fclf.  And  I  will  put  fuch  .a  righteous  frame  into  yoor  Jumt« 
that  it  fliall  be  no  fcuaddl  unto  aie  bcfoce  the  NttioDS  t&at  I 
faave  betrothcctfitcititonc  as  you  uuto,my  ieiE 

Bat  what  i»fi>n  cair  there  poflibie  be  that  God  (houki  do 
thua^  flow  can  it  br  imaeined  duit  cTtit  the  lacd  ftiMld  do 
iiichcthkig  as  tfds  ?  God  hath  Don  thoufimd  wqres  to^K^nour 
hintidf thoogh  we  perifli  for  cuvy  no  people  have  ever  provdked 
him  at  we  have  deuoe  faith  this^  rcfpentiDg  l6aeL    Well  faith 
God,  though  you  know  no  reafon  why  it  (hoiikL  be  done>  )!ea  in*- 
deed  though  then  bene  rsa^  at  aUinyonrlelresij^et  that  which 
I  willdo^I  wUldoit  m  p$Jgemtnf  too,  I knowareafibn  why  1 
will  dair,  it  is  not  z  ra(k  tbine  that  I  (hall  do,  I  will  do  it  i^ 
jmt^emftrty  i(igpaothetthipgtftatPOWlpix>mifeyDO»  bitthat 
which  t  have  exerciied  my  wmome  abootfiroai  all  eterntty>  it  ia 
not onebf a wofj^f my^aceshd  mercyito waidyou,..  bist it isa 
work  of^  my  vri£lome  too,  and  there  will  cme  day^ppetoa 
glorious  fliine  of  wifdome  in  thir  oiy  wock^F  taking  you  unto 
my  felf  again,!  know  v^^hat  I  do  in  it,yea4indon  your  part  though 
hitherto  yoa  hawe  icen  nafiich  exccliency  in  my  w»es  tockavc 
to  rhem^  butyouJiafvedepatted  fbiia  them  and  foUowed  othcc 
lover^yetl£haltwbenIcoiiiemwayes:ofmeKGytoyop|  con- 
Tince  you  fb  of^  the  vanity  of  aU  other  ttiii^  your  hearts  noM 
after,  and  oftfaat  futncflc  of  good  there  is  in  me  to  &t  isfie  your 
foul^forevcr,  thaie  yoi»<(haU  fee  infinite  ieafoii.to  jfoyneypnr 
fdvesnnto fiieinan  eveciaftingCovcnahb    Y/iw thought tAcre 
wtremo're^eoiwsfhewiesin  W119M06&I&  itooEfliiji^butivheEi 
you^fhallj^rreooncslcdy  ytouv  (hidl  fee  thereis^  it^Ditereafon  in 
th€^  wayesof  worfhip  your  fouls  havetiercnofore  rejeded^  you 
(batl  not  onety  bairey^r  afidions  a  Uttlcftfated^and  have  fpme 
Keatfr  for  tliepreiixit,biit  that  chaise  ttiae  fltallbe  in  y<A>.  (ball  be 
eurof  judgctnenti  lm/ttftr9tbjmfmtaf9t9^4ffjpdg^mMtt  m 
judgenicnt0nmypart,Iv^havcrea(ianiotwbat:Xdos  andin 
judgement  on  your  partj  yoK  flaait^rcafon  for  what  yew  do^ 
yon  (hall  fee  10  much  rraon  10  CMMiing  ia  ta  Atf  that 
you  (haU  adtnire  at  the  toroierfiilty  of  yoor  iMt»^  wsben 
ou  departed  (torn  me  and  fanght  ymr  conlfoftt  ell}wb€M« 
he  workings  of  my  heart  (km  m  in  iudgtmstit  toward 
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yowy  and  the  workiogs  of  your  hearts  (hall  be  in  judgeBiait  to- 
ward me. 

But  take  it  at  beft  that  my  heart  doth  indeed  come  in  to  Godi^ 
yet  I  (hall  remaine  a  poore^  finfitll,  weake  creature,  there  will 
hang  upon  me  many  infirmities  that  will  be  grievous  to  the 
Spimofthe  holy  and  juft  God.  Well£uth  God»  Iwiiknrth 
jPH  unt9  me  in  loving  kfnJnefe,  I  will  deale  gently  and  ft* 
vourably  with  you>  I  will  not  take  advantage  oTyour  faylings 
and  infirmities,!  will  remember  you  are  but  flefli,  I  will  hare  a 
tender  refped  to  you. 

But  it  may  be  there  will  not  onely  be  fomc  ordinary  infirmi- 
ties which  may  be  grievous  enough  to  the  Spirit  of  God^ 
but  I  may  perhaps  fall  into  grievous  oftnces  that  will 
provoke  the  Spirit  of  God  bitterly  againft  me,  and  (b  I  (hall  fall 
into  as  wofiili^yeaworfeconditien  then  before:No  faith  God^  J 
wii  betroth  yon  unto  mo  in  mercitt  as  well  as  inHoving  kinJneffo, 
my  bowels  of  mercy  (hallyeame  toward  you^  not  onely  topafle 
•over  lefler  infirmities,but  to  fwallo  w  up  greater  iniquities.  And 
accordingly  I  wiU  work  in  you  gracious  diipofitioos  of  loving 
kindnefie  towards  me,  you  (hall  have  a  moft  Tweet  and  ingenu- 
ous difpofition  of  fpirit,  you  (hall  do  what  you  do  for  me  out  of 
principles  of  love,  outofabundanceof  fweetnef&inaU  your 
wayesy  that  perverfe,  furly,  aooked,Yowrefpiritof  yourstoip 
ward  me  (haUbc  changed  into  a  fweetj  gentle,  gracious  frame* 
And  this  fweetnefle  and  loving  kindnefle  (hall  be  in  you  toward 
one  another,  vou.fhaU  have  your  hearts  changed  that  were  fo. 
rugged>and  &  harlh  and  peevi(h  toward  one  anouer  afe're»  when 
I  am  once  reconciled  unto  you,  you  (hallbercconcfled  oneco 
another.  And  you  (hall  have  bowels  of  mercy,  as  my  bewds 
(hall  yemc  towards  you,  foyoor  bowels  (haU  yeme  toward 
me,  arit  (hall  pitie  my  6xic  to  fee  you  in  mfery,  to  it  (hall  pity 
your  fottlco  fee  oie  dtOionoured,  and  you  (hall  have  bowels 
likewifconetoward  another /pitying  one  another,  and  helping, 
and  releeving  one  another  in  the  greateft  ftraits^  /  wiUketroth  jon 
nn$o  me  in  loving  kS^JneJfo  snd  in  mercies. 
•  But  there  are  many  glorious  piomifbs.  that  wee  finde  God 
made  to  his  people,  (uc^y  according  tovtrhatwee  readeinhis 
word therearegreatthiog^tpbtdonefor them,  (hall ever tbefe 
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promifes  be  made  good  unto  us  ?  It  we  may  hav#  aaerc^  thoi^h 

vre  be  never  fo  low^  if  Gods  lovkig  kindoefle  be  Hitnifefted  unto 

us  in  away  of  reconciliation,  though  we  be  but  hired  fervtnts; 

if  weoiaybeSponfcs  though  we  be  kept  Iuu:diy,itwiU  be  well 

with  ui:  But  faith  Cod,  there  are^lorious  promifes  made  to  the 

Church ,  tod  I  will  6;dfill  them  aU  unto  you ,  though  you  have 

departed  from  me,  and  provoked  me  againft  you,  yet  upon  your 

returning  you  (hall  be  fi>  received,  as  to  have  intereft  in  allthe 

preclous,gracious,dorious  promifes  I  have  made  tathe  Church, 

I  will  make  them  all  good  to  you ,  for  i  T»iM  iftrothyou  unu  my 

ftlff  imfritbfulneffe^  as  well  as  «Vr  mercy ;  lookc  what  ever  I  have 

faidconcemhigmv  Church,  that  is  yours  to  be  made'goodto 

thcuttermoft ,  and  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  for  your  good, 

that  conccrties  me  as  a  lovii^  husband  to  doe  f  but  you  (hall  bee 

fiire  to  have  it :  And  a^  for  you^  ho  wfoever  your  hearts  have  been 

hitherto  unhithfiill  towards  me  in  departing  from  me ,  yet  now 

you  (hall  have  put  into  you  a  f aithfull  f^irit,  there  (hall  be  faith- 

fidneffeon  your  part  as  well  as  on  mine,  fo  as  my  heart  (hall 

confide  in  you,  you  (haU  not  deale  faifely  with  me  ts  before;yeur 

hearts  (haU  confide  in  me,  that  I  will  deale  faithfully  with  you, 

fti^d  my  heart  (hall  confide  in  you  that  you  will  deale  faithfiiUy 

withme^  fo  that  whatfoever  befals  you,y et  you  (hall  be  faithfuU 

to  me,  and  faithfuU  one  to  another^  fo  as  your  hearts  (hall  truft 

one  in  another*  /  wiUhtrathyeu  unf  me  infMithfklneffe. 

And  whereas  it  is  but  Uttle  that  yet  yoa  have  kno  wtie  of  me, 
and  this  indeed  hathbeenethecau(eof  all  your  vile  departings 
from  me,be€auie  you  have  not  knowne  me  the  Lord,  therefore 
yeuJbidHfiew  the  Lerd;  know  him  in  another  rnann^  then  ever 
yet  you  knew  him ;  I  will  (hew  my  glory  toyou,  I  willopen  my 
vervhearttoyou,  thefecretoftheLQid(hall  be  with  you,  you 
(haU  all  know  me,  though  your  parts  be  but  weake  and  meane, 
yet  you  (hall  be  Uoght  of  God ;  oerhaps  you  may  be  ignorant  of 
other  things,  but  jp»^4//4,wiri»fZr«r  J.  ' 

And  as  for  outward  blefling!^^  you  (hall  have  your  fill  of  themf 
too,  allthe  creatures  (hall  be  moved  towards  you  to  comfort 
yoU|tofuccburyou;  Let  JsKf^el  cry  te  the  cerne^  the  cerneJhMll 
erj ti the esrth,smdtbe earth Jbdilheare  thecerne^  the  earth  Jhall 
eryt9the  heavens ,  the  heavens  flJ^heare  the  earth ,  and  the  hea- 
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veni  [Ml  crj  t§  ms^,  sud  1  wlUhnif  tbcbfui^fmfi  TkereiUl  be  to  ' 
thcjn^  I  a  rcwikytik  to  hdp»  ^  «  greedinefle  to  relieveyoa;  y^a  ] 
3  aeoDcatenadooof  them  ^»  4  and  I  wtU  ioynetbemfcittW  ! 
goodof/r«y«/. 

Bm  yet  weaFeapcQpkfcactered  idboQttlie  wodil«9Dd  Sflftof 
usartf  conflimed:  batjlmll/owkerfunottupimib^cmr^l  frnxttt 
fcattered^  this  vras  a  jodgeoienf ,  but  now  k  is  turned  to  a  macfy 
your  firatterine  i3  a&feed  »  you  fliaU  fmftifie  tod  ipciMi&ftUx> 
dantly^and  fo  be  a  bicffiog  to  the  whole  etrtfa^ 

Bat  we  hare  lien  under  the  cnrifof'GQtd  a  great  whiles  and 
haYeiecmedto  hcrcJ£&cd;hat£utk(Mi,lwMkmmm^tf  MfM 
her  that  hoi  mt  eBisinedmercj. 

Laftly,  weare  a  proverb  unto  all  the  wodd  (as  you  Ictiovr  • 
the  }ews  are)  \re  arc  a  by*wocd  ,  i  £corBe  »  atopKMidi  j 
atnongft  all  people,  they  fay,  God  had  cejeAedus ,  and  6^ 
tranpLe  upon  us :  No  (aith  God«  I  will  not  onely  hctrothyoiito 
niy  rclfe»  but  it  (haUappeare  to  all  the  world  you  aieniy  people;! 
1  wilfs^y  to  r^mwhkh  vptrt not  mj  fecfU^  yu attim  ftofde*,  thou^  I 
you  be  a  9pP^  fcomed  and  vilified  in  the  wodcCyet  I  will  own 
you,  anditmallappeareibj  your  low  and  mtf^cable  cocklition 
(hxU  not  hindo:  me  from  ikying ,  y§M  arc  my  p€9fU:  and  as  foe 
you  J  whatfoeveryou  (hall  Hioct  withalUn  my  wayes»  whatUbc- 
veryoufufferfbrmyAVoraup,  t hough itbe fcomed  aixi  dcfptfed 
in  the  world,  yet  you  (hall own  it  l^rethe  worlij^ndyoa  floi 
{ay» Tboudrt my  G%d.  .  . 

Tfauayou  have  a  (hort  paraphralibupon  this  gracious  eiprelG* 
on  ofGod  to  his  reconciled  people.  You  have  here  but  a  flafti 
dPtbifi  mercieof  the  Lord  to  his  Sat ats. 

But  when  was  all  this  fuHUed  you.  will  {ay  ^  or  ia  it  to  be  ful- 
filled  I  to  what  times  doestius  prophefieTC&are  i 

There  is  inpartthe  matdng  good  thispn^hefie  when  eveica 
fouk  is  brought  in  to  theimbncingthe  Goipeh  but  the  height  cd 
this  (hall  be  at  the  calling  of  the  }ews;  then  not  ondythe  fpid. 
tuall  eftate  ofparticular  converted  fooles  (hall  be  thiishappy,  but 
the  Church eftatefluUUbe  thus,  thevifiUe  Church  ihall  bee  ber 
trothed  unto  the  Lordfor  ever.  We  cannot  fay  (oof  awvifibie. 
Church  here,  there  is  no  vifihle  Church  but  may  AUaff.immiha^^ 
vifibility  of  it^  but  when  God  (hall  bring  in  the  J^wsi^hqribiU 
^__ - never 
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tkcwtr  fell  off  frcHB  the  Yifibility  of  their  Cfaurch-commmicn. 
ReveLii.i.  fecmeth  to  have  reference  to  thisprophefie.  Andl 
I^hnfim  thf  h$ly  Citjy  new  lerufdUm^  cemming  dowmfrom  Goi^ 
frtfdred  m  a  bridt  adarneJifer  her  hmhand :  And  1  heard  m  grestt 
tfuyce^mt  efhedven^pffing^  Behbld  the  Tabernacle  vfGed  is  with 
muny^nd  be  will  dwell  with  thcm^  'Snd  they  JhaJl  be  his  fcefle^  and 
Ged  himfilfejhall  be  with  them  and  be  their  Ged.  This  hath  almoft 
tficiame  words  that  we  have  here  in  rbisprophefie  that  is  to  be 
fulfilled  in  thiitglorioosChurch-eftate/  that  (hall  be  when  God 
ct Is  home  to  himfclfe  his  o  wne  people :  Marlce  there,  Ged  him* 
Jilfe  fhall  be  wnh  them;  God  is  al  wa  ies  with  his  people,  but  God 
Ai»^(^,thatis,amoreerpeciall,andimmediate,«ndfullpTefenGe 
ofGod  flitU  be  with  them. 

Bat  the  words  niufl  have  yet  a  more  full  farch  into  them. 

1  will  betroth  thee^ 
,  Hie  Scripture  makes  laach  mention  of  Efpoufals  and  of  mar- 
riage, to  exprefle  the  great  myfterie  of  the  grace  of  God  to  his 
people.  ThehoIyGhofl£remesto  delight  much  in  this  Alle|;o- 
ly :  there  is  none  more  frequent  in  Scripture  then  it ,  which  is  a 
very  great  honour  to  a  married  condition :  And  ibch  oneht  to  be 
the  lives  of  thofe  that  are  in  a  cnamed  condition,as  nsiich  as  may 
be  to  tefemble  the  blefledneifc  of  the  condition  of  a  pcbple  recon- 
ciled untoGod,forin  all  Hmilitudestlhre  muil  befomethingin 
the  thingto  refemble  that  which  it  is  brought  for.  Married  peo- 
ple (hould  iblive,  as  all  that  behold  the  fweetmiTe,  the  happinefle 
(^their  lives,  may  be  put  in  twinde  thereby  of  that  f weetn^flfe  and 
happinefle  there  is  in  the  Oiurdns  doromunion  with  JefuR 
Chrift.  I  appeale  to  you,  are  your  lives  thus  ? 

Now  in  a  marriec  condition  there  are  thefe  foure  things  moft 
remarkeable. 

Firft,  thefe  is  the  neereft  union  that  can  be.  They  twe /ball  bee 
made  $nefiejh ;  this  is  the  power  of  God  in  an  Ordinance,  con(}- 
derjt,twothat  not  perhaps  a  month  before  were  ftrangersonc 
to  another,  tievcr  (aw  the  Faces  one  of  another,  did  Dot  know 
that  there  were  (pch  in  the  world ,  if  they  come  under  this  Ordi- 
nance, though  it  be  but  a  civill  Ordinance ,  thefe  two  fliall  now 
beeneerer  one  to  another  then  the  childe  that  came  out  of 
the  fathers  loynes,  or  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  naocher ,  the  fruit 
-    .  ^ of^ 
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of  the  wombe  {ball  not  be  fo  necre  now  to  thec>  no^^muft  it  love 
thee  fb  much  as  this  patty,  that  net  longfince  it  was  a  mcerc 
ftrangerunto.   Whence  commeth  this  but  meerely  from  the 
power  oi^"  an  Ordinance  ?  One  would  thinke  that  the  afl&dion 
of  a  mother  to  the  fruit  of  her  e  wne  bowels  (hould  be  more  tlien 
it  were  poflible  for  her  to  have  to  a  ftrahger  flie  had  never  feene 
before  in  her  life^  but  it  is  not  {b ,  when  a  woman  copimeth  un- 
der this  Ordinance^  (he now  commeth  to  have  (according  to. 
that  which  is  her  duty  ^  more  aflfcdion  to  one  that  was  ere  while 
a  ftranger,  then  to  the  child  that  came  forth  of  her  owne  bowels, 
fo  a  man  then  to  one  that  came  out  of  his  owne  loynoi.  Here  is 
the  power  of  Gods  Ordinance^  thoi^h  batciviil.  Nowtjienif 
an  Ordinance  of  G«d,thoi^h  but  civU,  hathfuch  an  efficacy  ia 
it,  what  efficacy  have  mvine  Ordinjuices  then  ?  Certain- 
ly they  have  mighty  efficacy  upon  the  feule  when  they  are  admi- 
niftred  in  the  way  of  God  •  So  it  is  here,  i  wiM  iitrnh  thee  •  at  if 
God  (hould  fay » thou  wallnot  long  (ince  as  a  ftrtngcr  unto  me, 
one  caft  oflf,  yea  thou  waft  as  an  enemy  unto  me,  but  new  mU  the 
creatures  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  the  very.  Angels  theraielves 
{hall  not  be  more  deare  unto  me,  in  «  rieerer  commQnion  then 
you.  This  rs  true  of  a  wretched  (infnU  aeature  tluit  htthnot 
onely  beene  as  a  flranger  unto  God,  but  an  enemy  unto  him,  bt 
commeth  now  upon  convefion  and  union  with  Chrift ,  to  be  in 
a  necrer  con j  undion  and  fiuther  communion  with  God  then  the 
very  Angels  in  heaven  are  in  (omt  r^ard,  for  they  are  never  laid 
tobetheSpoufeoftheSonof  God  fo  as  the  Saints  are.  This  is 
the  mighty  power  &  love  of  God  in  uniting  his  Saints  to  hisSon. 
Secondly,  there  is  in  nothing  in  the  world  that  fall  commu- 
nication of  one  creature  to  another^  as  there  is  in  that  condition 
of  marriage^  fo  in  our  fpirituall  manriage  with  Chrifjb,  there  isan 
inconceivable  communion  of  one  to  another  mutually*.  God  hath 
two  wayes  o^  communication  ofhimfelfe,  one  is  infinite,  that  is 
to  his  Son  in  that  inconceivable  my  fterie  of  the  generation  of  the 
Sop;  he  hath  other  wayes  of  communication  oi  himfdfe  after  a 
finite  manner;  biitofallthe  finite  wayes  thisisthcgreateftji  his 
comunicaf  ion  of  himfdf  to  his  Saints  in  Chrift;C?od  hath  no  fuch 
communiattion  of  himfidfe  to  all  the  creatures,  as  he  hath  to  bis 
Saints  in  ^i$  Son.  God  in  comparifon  communicateth  littleor 
: nothing 
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nolliiiigof  himftdfe  to  the  whole  fnvn  of,  keiren  ud  eanh^  fo 
ashedoth  to  any  one  of  his  Saints.  So  far  as  tkere  wants  com* 
munion  in  a  marryed  tftate,  fo  far  there  wants  the  Uefling  of  it, 
it  (hould  befiili :  The  communion  of  God  to  his  Church  is  a  full 
communion,  his  wifdome,  power,  riches  are  made  over  to  the 
Stints,  the  merits,  the  righteoniiieffe  of  Chrift  arc  made  all  over 
tothem. 

This  is  mutuall>thcre  is  no  fuch  commanlcation  of  any  crea- 
ture to  another,  as  there  is  of  the  heaMs  of  the  Saints  to  God  ;  one 
converted  to  God,  lets  out  his  heart  into  God  in  a  fuljier  way 
then  any  creature  can  let  out  it  felfe  to  another  creature.  Sup- 
pofe  all  the  creatures  in  the  world  (hould  have  their  beauty  and 
excellency  put  together  in  one,  and  prefent  it  felfe  wholly  unto 
thee  to  be  an  objea  of  thy  delight^  vet  it  were  not  pofliblc  that 
thou  (houldft  commvnicate  thy  felfe  fo  fully  to  it,  as  thy  (bule 
wiilcommunicateitfelfetoGoduponthy converfion.  Thefoul 
gives  up  it  felfe  to  God,  as  into  an  infinite  ocean  of  goodneflfe,  fo 
as  it  would  not  retaine  any  thing  of  its  owne,  as  a  drop  of  water 
intoatunofwine,  it  retaines  not  its  favour  or  colour  that  it 
bad  before,but  is  as  it  were  turned  into  wine*  And  hereby  you 
may  know  whether  your  conreriion  be  right  yea  or  no.  As  that 
which  is  Chrifts  commeth  to  be  thine,  to  that  which  Is  thine 
commethagainetobe  Chrifl:^,  Mj  Belmd  umlney  Mnd  1  am 
his^  faith  the  Church.  Hence  it  is  that  the  honour  that  Chrift  the 
Husband  hath,  reflefts  upon  the  Saints;  they  (hine  with  the 
brightneile  of  his  beams.  Efaj^^.^.  Since  thpu  wafi  frecp- 
0m  in  mj  fight  then  hcMufi  henettnAU.  It  was  Wont  to  be 
the  cuftome  among  the  Romans  in  their  marriages,  when  the 
wife  was  brought  home,  (he  had  this  fpeech.  Where  youare 
C^m ,  I  am  Cma.  How  meane  foever  the  woman  was  be» 
fore,  yet  iieing  marryed,  (he  partakes  of  the  honour  of  her 
husband*  So  the  Stints,  whatfoever  they  were  before,  they 
are  now  looked  upon  as  honourable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Fa- 
ther, in  the  eyes  of  Chrift,  in  the  eyes  of  the  holy  Ghoft,  and  in 
the  eyesof  the  Angels  and  the  reft  of  the  Saints,  who  are  able  to 
di(cerne their  excellency*  Andonthootherfide,  (for  ftill  it  is 
mutually  as  the  Church  htth  honour  from  the  luftre  of  the  beams 
of  Chrifts  glory ,  fo  even  the  Church  is  a  gloiy  unto  Chrift. 

Hhhh  .      -  ^' 
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As  the  Scoptnrtfaitk,  Tb€y^f$mth$gl€Kj0ft1mmM,  (vAicii 
plKc  keretomey on  biYc  had  opened  uncoyoo)  fo  the  tniilis^ 
the  Church  is  the  glory  of  Chrift. 

How  is  tbat?  you  will  fay  :  It  ie  true,  Chrift  is  the  glo* 
xy  oS  the  Churdi ,  bat  that  the  Church  which  i^  4  OMipany 
of  poore  crettures  (hould  be  the  glory  ot  Chcift>  how  cwi 
that  be? 

Yc«>it  is  fo,  Chrift  accounteth  himfclfc  glorifyed  before  the 
Father,  that  he  hath  fuch  a  Spoafc.  Msrk  that  place,  1  C^r.i. 
^3.  T^hether  joff  inquire  of  Thmf  he  id  mj  farttitr,  or  pf$Hr  he^ 
thr^ythemefitfgers  cfthe  Chun^  ha,  the  fiery  of  Chri(t.  Ti$m 
mU  the  krethnn  «re  there  called  the  ghry  of  Chrife.  And  E^ef. 
i.ag.  the  Church  is  faid  tobs  the  f nine  jje  of  him  thdtfieethsM 
in  a,  HowfoeTerwcaret9hrlowinaiurowii<  eyes,  yet  this 
is  certaine»tharici(the  glory  of  Chrift  bcfonr  tb(f  Vath^  ondtht 
bletfsd  Angtls^that  he  hath  fuch  a  Spo«^  aa  he  lufth.  Heooe  Rt- 
vol.  21.9.  tmrttyhehoidj^Brukthe Lamhvtifot  The  ray  Afv- 
gelsrejc^CeinthiSyOiErrtfiiir,  beholithe  Sriie ,  the  Ldmbs  -rnife. 
Certainly  bad  it  not  bcea  for thef^bry  of  Chrift,  the  Angets 
wouM  not  iniiurh  a  ttiaa^ui^  viwf  hare  called  all  to  bohold 
the  Bride  the  Lambs  wife.  Ifiey  caU  to  behold  the  g^krf  of 
Chrift  in  his  Bride.  F/4/.45 .  the  Chnrcbbdckribed  to  bekought 
in  to  the  King  oMgloriom  dnd  beatttifnJt^  wftkarsiimtnt  ef  needle 
works t&c.  Chrift  re  joyccth^  and  \m  very  heart  even  iprihgs  a* 
gainetoprerentbisChurchuntofais  Facher^  Father  herebrhoid 
i»y  Sk>oB{e  that  I  haTcmarryediintainy  felie.  It  is  trur,  a  chitd 
may  tofloetimcs  marry  a^inAhisfathrrsconienti  Aich  9  onrat 
\  hemi^  beafiiaflaedto  thinkof  briming  to  hisfiitharf  hoirfr,*br(- 
caiife  (he  wUl  be  a  di%rM:e  teihi£fath€r  ndfaifrfriendt :  Bat  bow 
I  meaneaiid(v)^foe?er  wearciooarfelves,.  when  onie  wr«r^ 
'  betrothed  unto  Chrift^  he-wtUROothiokitaasgpdiftiotnur)  nonoc 
btfiorehxs  ¥acher>  that  be  hiA  tuch  a  Spooie,  but' he  will  m,^ 
count  it  hir  glory  before  him  and  the  bleffcd  Angels,  th^t  he  hat  la 
betrothed  her  unto  himfd^. 

And  agame,  thi^coAaMinion  makes  the  afifliAiono  of  Chrift 
the  Churched  af  tHftions^  aod  the  ^idtmn  oi  the  ChuT'Chr  the 
aflaivlions  of CtoiA^  There  ii>  •  comamaioiv  10*  eviU>  tMi^  ao 
well  asiiigoofiL  The  very  riB*of  tha  Churahcoint  tobe  cb»g«fc 
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upon  CiHTift ;  aS4  woisian  that  wts  in^bt  before  mary  age  im 
fubjcA  to  arrcftsj  if  (he  be  once  manyed  (he  is  no  sore  txoybkd 
Vith  tke  Sergeantip  none  can  arreft  her»  but  all  the  debts  ire 
charged  upon  the  man :  fo  though  we  be  in  debt^owin^  i  debt  of 
punifiiment  becaufe  we  hare  not  paid  the  debt  of  obedience,  and 
while  we  are  out  of  Chrift,  before  this  blefled  miiriage,  we  may 
ft^are  every  fflomeat  to  have  (bmelcrgeantot  the  Lord  upon  us 
to  arreft  us,  to  hale  ua  to  prifon^  there  to  lie  cuitiU  we  have  paid 
the  utternoft  farthing;  but  when  the  f^l  is  oiaMrryed  unto  Quift, 
all  debts^all  finnes  are  all  traniaAed  QpoA  Chi ift,  %VL  charsed  up- 
on him^  if  the  law  come  now  and  requires  fatiafadion^  ifjuftice 
comes  you  may  fend  thea  to  your  husband  to  anfwer  aU»  and  he 
will  not  take  it  ill.  A  husband  perhaps  may  take  itiV^  aad 
think  he  hath  brought  himfelfto  fiiUery,  when  afrefts  come  upon 
him  for  his  wives  debcs^  itmayt^e  off  his  heart  from  her,  but 
Chrift  wiU  never  love  yon  tlie  worfe  fdr  aU  your  debts  when 
they  are  charged  upon  hini^he  will  willingjiy  fattsSe  tbeflDr»and  he 
rs;oyceth  in  the  (atisfaftion  of  them  heme  his  Father.  And  if 
there  be  any  afflidion  befall  you^  Chrift  is  affliftedvnth  you. 
/A^3  9-  Jn^ltiMrafftiiiUmb0  wMsffilhd.  Soo0theother 
(idc^allthe  affliaions  of  Chrift  are  thtaffiifttMS  of  the  Charch : 
doth  Chrift  fuBer  ?  you  take  it  unto  heart  as  if  it  wtfa  your  own 
fiiflR^ing.  Chrift  takes  your  fuflfefings  untoheart^as  if  they  were 
hiao  wn^tnd  you  take  the  fiifferinga  ofChirift  unto  heart  as  if  they 
were  your  own. 

Thirdly,inamaiyed  condition  there  isamntuall  intire  love. 
Thatis^         "^        ^ 

Firft,  loving  theperfon  more  then  what  eomoietb  from  him  i 
Trueconjugalllove  is  pitched  upon  the  perfons  mumally,  rather 
then  upon  the  eftates  or  any  thing  they  cn/oy  by  the  perfon.  So 
on  Chrifts  patt^his  love  is  pitched  upon  the  perfons  of  the  Saints, 
Chrift  k)v?s  yom*petforismore  then  all  your  aAiona.  Iris  true, 
ill  thefc  graciousr  aftiems  you  d6  are  lovety  before  Chrift Jter  they 
are  the  fruits  of  his  fpirit,  but  know,  the  pitch  of  Chrifts  love  is 
upon  your  perfcns  cheifely.  So  the pitehof  your  love  iJ  it  be 
a  right  eon  jugall  love,  isupontheperlbaof  Chrift  f^th^  then 
Opon^iyjSinfefhateoniei  from  him/ thou ftefthirtij^ihg^lhtt 
loYciy  in  hiinftllv  bcfides  thpfe  riches  of  pardonof  finaft^jisai-- 
•       ,  Hhhh2  ous- 
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ous  pramifes  that  thou  enjoycft  by  hiu^is  perfim  is  that  w&tcli 
fatisiicfthylbttl. 

Secondly)  In  prifing  the  love  etch  of  othtr,  trae  love  can  be 
fatisfied  with  nothing  elfe  but  love»  love  viUfies  every  thit^that 
istendered^exccpt  it  comes  asafiuitof  love»and  if  there  be  love, 
a  little  is  h^hly  prhied^  if  it  be  but  a  cup  ot  ccdd  water  it  is  more 
then  a  kingdom  without  itjthe  giving  the  bodytobebuc ned  isno- 
thing  without  it.I  will  give  you  two  Scriptureslone  wherein  the 
Saints  prize  Gods  love>  the  other  wherein  God  prizes  the  Saints 
love,  Pyi/-36.7.Hw  exc0lUnt  u thy Iwing  kinJms  O  G^di Pfal. 
p  1 .  1 4.  Becunfi  he  hath  fit  his  love  mfon  w$€ ,  therefore  wiM  1  Jr- 
Hverhim^  will  fit  him  en  high* 

Thirdly,  This  intire  love  is  a  love  in  all  conditions.  Cfarift 
loves  his  Church  in  their  affliAionsasintirelyashe  doth  out  of 
their  afflift ions.  Deut.  3  2.  i  o. Hefiund him  i»  s  defiirt  Idnd,  smd 
in  the  wsfi  hewiing  wilderneffe^he  led  him  nketnjhe  infimSed  him^ 
he  ksft  mm  4#  thentble  of  his  eje.  Marke,  they  were  in  theory/* 
derneffe,\nthcwAfihewtingmldirneJfe,  yeteventhertth^were 
dearc  unto  Chrift,  there  they  were  kept  ns  the  apfierf  bis  ey^ 
The  Church  on  the  other  fide  looks  upon  Chriil  in  tus  afiiAions 
as  lovely  flillas  ever.  Can.  i.ii.  A hnniUefmjrrheiemjweU 
heleved  tente  mOybeJbnl  lie  si  night  hetmxt  my  hreafisMytiht  is  a 
bitter  thing,  yet  the  Church  profefleth  that  Cbrift  tho^shhilter 
in  his  afiliAionSs  fliould  lie  as  lovely  between  her  brefls  aia 
bundle  of  Myrrhe.  I  remember  Heredottes  reptrts  of  one  ^te^ 
me  fid  Queeneoi  Halicamaflhs  (and  Plink  fpeakslbmethiagof 
her  too)  when  her  husband  was  dead«  (he  took  hisafliesand 
dranifie  it  10  wine  out  of  tt9p^  to  him  though  dead.  The 
Church  lovetkacnicifycd  Chrift  as  wdlasaglorifyed  Chrift. 
A  moft  notable  example  of  the  loveof  a  fpoitfe  to  her  husband  we 
have  in  our  Englifh  Chronicle,  Elen^  the  wife  c^  Edm^rdthc 
firftj  the  Kinp  having  got  a  woundby  apoyibned  (hwttf  (he  to 
fliew  the  intire  love  (he  bare  to  her  husband,be€au&  ine  thought 
if  thepoy(bn  did  fiayawhileinthe  wound  there  wouUbeno 
cure^  therefore  with  her  own  mouth  (he  fucked  out  the  foy£&a 
that  was  in  the  wound,  andlb  ventured  the  loft  of  her  own  life 
to  pre(ervt  her  husbands.  Here  was  love  in  a  (poufe  to  ahus- 
band.  ThereisthelikeloveoftheChttndiumo<Jhrif^Ghri(^ 
be 
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be  vfowided  witk  the  poyioMOS  tongaes  of  ungadhr  men  in  re- 
proacket  and  burphemics^  let  him  bt  ncrer  fo  pafecucvd  in  the 
world,  they  that  are  tnily  gracious  arewillingtofuckin  that 
very  poyfoiitotbemrelves,  lothey  may  take  it  from  him.  Let 
the  reproaches  ok  Chrift  fall  upon  me,  O  let  me  ful&r  rather 
then  Chrift*  It  was  Am^r0j€i  his  wi(h,  Oh  that  God  would 
tume  ail  the  adverfaries  of  the  Church  upon  me,  that  they 
might  turne  all  their  weapons  upon-  me,  and  fatisfy  their 
thlm  wich  my  blood,  thisisthedifpofition  of  a  true  fpMfeof 
Chrift. 

Thcfoutthis  nnfpeakeable  delight  ^comrauDioo  hath  delight: 

the  greateft  communion^the  greateft  delight:  the  ^eateft  delight 

that  God  hath  is  to  commHoicate  himfclf^  to  his  Sonne  fitftlv, 

and  next,in  letting  out  himfelf  to  his  Saints.    It  there  be  delignt 

in  God  in  lectii^  out  himfelf  to  the  Saints,  in  reaibn  one  would 

thtnke  there  muft  needs bedelight  in  the  Saints>  in  letting  theoK 

fclves  out  into  God,  in  flowing  into  God.    God  takes  iuehdc* 

Ikht  in  letting  out  his  mercy  to  his  Saints,  as  that  he  was  well 

pkaicd  with  thedeath  ofhis  own  Sonne  as  ameanes  condudi^ 

thereunto.    One  would  think  that  the  death  of  Chrift  fhould  be 

themoftabhorringtotheheartc^Godofany  thing  in  the  world, 

yet  the  Scripture  uith  God  was  wttl  flerf^d  with  it,  IfM.  53.10, 

Why  was  God  pkafed  with  it?  Becat^  the  Lord  faw  this  was 

the  way  for  him  to  communicate  himiclf  inthefuloeffe  uf  his 

graceunto  his  Churchy  and  therefore  though  it  coft  him  £>  deare 

as  the  death  ofhis  own  Son,  yet  he  was  wellpleafed  with  it. 

And  as  for  Chrift ,  he  takes  delight  in  letung  out  himfelf  to  his 

pec^e,after  he  had  ii]iiatd,the  text  £uth,  he  was  fmufiid  wbm  be 

fdw  rfthe  traviBpfhisfml.  As  if  Chrift  had  faid,  oh  let  me  have 

a  Church  to  commoaicate  my  &lf  unto,  thoi^h  I  fee  it  hath  coft 

n^e  my  blood,it  hath  coft  me  all  thefe  fearhilliiifieriogs,  yet  I  am 

^tisfyed^  I  think  all  is  weUbeftowed,  £>  I  may  havcapcopleto 

paitake  of  my  love  and  mercy  for  ever.    Cant.  4. 9.  Thorn  Imft 

reivifhedmy  heurt^  my  fifiir ,  mj  fponfi^  thou  hafi  rsm/ked 

^j  heart  with  erne  ef  thine  eyes.    Then  for  the  Saints^  the 

delight  they  have  in  communicating  themfelvts  unto  Chrift 

is  onutten^le.   Stay  mte  with  JUggenj ,  een^ert  mewithsf^ 

s/ri.  for  J  am  BcLefleve^  faith  the  Church.  Cmttic.  1.  ^« 
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MMjffV  ^  ^  mmph  fi^M  frmff  tbec  with  i^fi^  i^i  vks  d 
nmtmher  thii  mf$m  my  M^  md  mediisti  ^thn  im  the  m^ 
watcbis. 

Take  this  note ,  the  sioit  folly  you  lay  out  yoor  ftlves  for 
Qbrift>  the  more  cemfbrt  you  (hill  hare  io  yoac  livin.  Heie  is 
the  great  di&rence  between  hypocrites  ani  otlnvintiiccaoiB'^ 
fort  of  their  lives.  It  is  impoffible  that  any  hypociite  can  hare 
that  oomfon  ia  his  life  as  a  gracilis  heart  can  haTC,  upon  this 
grotind,  becaufcahypacnte  reiervcth  fomewhatc^himfdf  for 
fooictliii^  elfcthcve  is  not  a  full  commuaicatian  ofbinii^  anto 
Cheift,  healwayc»  keepjfegicwhat  hack  ani  rherejy lofett  his 
cottfbit ;  But  a  gracious  heart  fuUy  letting  oat  himfelfe  into 
Chrift*  from  thencecomcththecoiiifott,aMfweetocficAaihe 
hath  it)  the  wajresof  Cfarift  above  all  hypocrites  in  tht  worid. 
Podueps  you  thmke that  the  ooely  comfort  you  can  have  is  by  re^ 
ceiYiog  ioitie  benefit,  fomc  n^ercy  from  »God ,  yen  ace  SBQch 
uaiftal^n,  the  cooifott  of  letting  your  hearts  cot  to  God,  is  a 
greater  comfort  then  any  comfort  you  have  in  receiving  any 
thing  from  God. 

AndnoW)  ohhowhappvarethey  unto  whom  Chriftisthns 
elpoufed  1  How  comfortably  may  ycHi  live  being  made  fine  to 
Chrift?and  how  comfhttaUy  may  yoo  die?  Itis  ottrwoifcto 
keketodrawfooleatoChrifty  tosdilurcfbulesrobeinlovewitii 
him.  Gen.t^.1^.  You  may  fee  what  courfe  ^^^jmnkf  feivant 
took  in  drawing  the  love  of  Rthekfih  and  her  friends  to  his  Ma- 
fisrs-fon,  hcbepins  with  tellingthem that  heis^thefccvant of  A^ 
krJiumy  aod  that  the  Lord  had  bkiied  his  Mafter  gni^^y,  io  that 
he  was  become  g;r€at,aiid  that  the  Lord  had  given  him  flockSi  and 
herds,  andiilver,  andgold^  andthathehadanontlyfonnrthat 
was  to  be  heire  <k  all  this*  This  is  the  work  of  Minifters^to  tell 
peoplewhaerichcsof  mercy  there arein  God,  and  that  all  the 
tttrafuces  of i^e  infinite  riches  of  the  infinice  God  sre  in  J  e  s  us 
CHRisTandfobeletoutinhim^thisgain&the  heart.  Yeait 
tsnotonelythcworkofininiftrrs,  but  it  Qioold  befhe  work  of 
ctrcry^ackdH^hcactthui^to  feekto  draw  fools  to  Chrift>  asiirz^ 
A^.i^Vnot  oiictytbo-rf>*|fW/  tberefay  C«wr,  buttheAsttiriaich 
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cmmf^  mJwk0fi9V0r  wii  iff  him  taki  '*^  w«^*^  }^fiife  fixity. 

Were  I  not  in  fucfa  a  way  of  cacplication  as  I  am ,  fiiitly  Wit 
could  not  get  ofF  fucha  point  asthis ;  but  tliat  whick  I  &aU  dy 
torthe  prcfent  isoncly  this.  Know-  that  k  is  not  want  rf  <ny 
worth  in  you  that  can  hinder  connmunion  with  Jefos  Chfift^doe 
not  rrafon  in  that  manner,  I  am  a  poore  wretched  finfeHcrea-^  ' 
ture>  will  rrcrGhrill  be  married  unto  mc?  It  is  ne<  thylfinfut- 
neiTc,  it  is  not  thy  bafecondition  that  can  hinder  thee^  Chnft 
nercr  joynes  himfelfe  taany  beeaafe  they  are  wtoftl^,  butlee 
jcry nea  himfelfato  then  that  they  may  be  worthy  3  hee  inakea 
them  to  be  worthy  in  joyning  himfcUe  unto  them.  The  woman 
is  not  married  unto  the  King  I  becaufeOieisaQaeece^  butthe 
King  marryetk  ber«  to  make  her  a  C^ee  ne. 

And  faorKerkn^w,  iiyour  heart  a  be  not  taken  with  Chrift  to 
joyne  Witb  him  in  thisholy  matriagei  MF ha  be  not  your  husband 
^  en jloy  cern jugaU  communion  withyou,  he  will  be  yoar  Jhdge 
to^ottideinneyou.. 

But  befides  this  betrothing  bet wctne  Chrift  and  a  foule,  there 
14  abefrotljin^  bwweeoe  Chrift  «id  a  Yifible  Chttrch^,  e^JeciaUy 
the  Cbvfcko^  the  Jews  when  they  (hail  be  called. 

God  (Mlappeafc  in  his  glory  when  tb's  martiage  ffaall  be  bey 
cweene  Chrift  and  the  J  ewifh  Church,  the  King  will  then  be  in 
hisrobta,  ifamanofcftatehavea  fonne  to  marry,  tnd  intends 
tO'felemnize  themarri^eacxx^rding  toh^seftate,  if  he  have  ai^ 
better  cloathes  then  other  i  he  puts  them  on  that  day  jfo  at 
the callidfrf the  Jews,  theKiwgofheavmwillbe  inhisrobcs; 
God  wrilappearcin  antdre  glorious  manner  to  the  #6rld  then 
eter  he  did  fince  the  creation,  Yfa  and  you  know  the  bride- 
grooaae  tod  will  be  very  fine  upon  the  marriage  day,  fo  Jcfws 
Chrift  will  then  a]>peara  (whether  perfonally  orotherwite  wee 
ft}'  not)  but  certainly  he  will  glorioufly  appaare  at  that  day.  Thni 
2.15.  ffikokffor  thegUrUn^  ^^^urattcs  if  the  great  God^  and 
cftr  Savhur  Je/iii  Chrifi :  And  iThef.i.io.  Chrift  fhrfl  r#»^ 
fo  as  fe  be  aJtrnfrei  in  aBthw  thatifJeeve;  the  CLurch  like- 
wife  (hall  then  be  arrayed  in  her  fine  cloathes,  flie  fti^llbethen 
ck)athfdinii»Awr/<jr»tf  and  fine /mww,  r^sit  fei?«^^.-ip..8.*15i 
the  righteooftiefle  df  Ghrift,  the  great  (foAriw  oKj  uftiffcst  im  by 
Chrift  ftiall  be  ujade  out  fall  and  clc ore.  Yea  and  ih<?  creatures, 
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her  fervinUy  (hall  pat  on  thebeft  ny  ment,  as  in  t  great  oatnii^ 
thefetrantaintke  houfe  faave  new  clottlies«  at  that  d^thcve 
will  be  a  change  in  all  the  creatures*  and  another  kinde  or  face  of 
the  world  then  now  thereif  •  Then  will  be  the  marriage  fupper, 
and  happie  (hall  tfaofc  be  that  (hall  then  be  tound  worthy  to  en- 
ter into  the  bed-chamber;  let  us  now  love  Chrift,  let  as  now 
cleave  to  hiflij  let  us  now  ru0er  for  him;  wee  nay  perhaps  bee 
fi>ineof  thofe ,  who  befide  our  eternall  enjoyment  otChrift  in 
heaven,  mayenjoy  himio  this  niarriiu^e  upon  thecartb«  But  we 
muft  leave  this  argMmentj  we  ipakc  iomethii^otit  lathe  end  of 
thcfirllchapter* 
And  1  will  htr^th  thee  tmte  me  far  ever. 

JJ^Fcreverr]  This  adds  to  the  mercy  to  mikeitglodooSi  this 
9r  everli  makes  a  miienr  though  never  fo  litde,  an  infinite 
mifecviand  a  mercy,  an  inbnite  mercy  .This  betrothing/#r<v»r> 
(hall  be  fulfilled  in  a  vifible  Church  communion  to  the  }ews# 
and  in  the  fpirituall  communion  of  Chri(t  with  the  loiiie  for  the 
prefent.  Or  the  vi(ible  forme  fitfi. 

Ef4j6o.i^.  J  vpii  make  thee  dneterndU  txeeUettcj  yd  J^^ 
mdnj gcnerdtiens.  I  thinkethis  isnot  onely  meant  concermng 
the  rpiritnallhappine(ie  of  the  Saints,  but  that  Godhadiatime 
to  make  his  vi(ible  Church  to  be  an  etemall  excellency,  and  a  jov 
of  many  generations,  an  excellency  that  Ihall  never  have  an  end. 
And  this  their  perpetuall  condition,  their  enduring  happinefle 
(hall  arife  from  thefe  three  grounds. 

Firft,  from  the  precious  foundation  that  (hall  be  laid  of  that 
Church  when  it  (hall  be.  Efdj  ^^Z.  trith ever Ufiing  kitt Ate j[€ 
wiUlhdve  mercy  en  thee^  faith  the  Lord;  but  marke  the  ground, 
ver.li.  Beheld  I  Idj  the  feunddtiens  with  Sdfbirfs  i2X\t\itx\i> 
bi(h  (hall  betaken  away,  it  (hall  not  be  raifed  upon  a  rubbi(h 
foundation.  God  will  lay  the  foundations  of  it  with  Sa- 
phires ,  and  then  with  everlafting  mercy  hee  will  embrace  that 
Church. 

Secondly,  that  Church  (hall  be  in  a  peaceable  condition ,  no 
rent,no  divi(ion  there,  therefore  in  a  perpetuall  condition.  Efdj 
3  3 .  20.  A  TdterpMcle  thdt  JbaU  net  be  tdkenJewne ,  net  ene  efthe 
fidkss  thereefjhdiever  h  removed  j  Why?  the  very  Words  before 
(hew  the  rea(bn»  lermfdlemjbdihe  d  quiet  hdiitdtiem 
^ Thirdly, 
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Thiraiy^  this  Church  AmU  looke  wholly  tt  Chrift  m  their 
Judge,  «nd  their  Law-giVcr,  and  their  King,  ^yir  ii.ii.  The 

L»rdH»nrlHigt,thfI^iUonrUrp.givcr'^helJrUoHrKinz. 
Churches  ««  r««dy  to  dangc .  whUe  they  mixe  other  things 
with  thew«»rfliip  of  Chnft,andthc  Uws  ofmen  with  his  Laws 
but  when  they  can  lookc  to  him,  Imeane  in  that  which  \%  fpiri- 
tuaU,  as  tharUw-giver,as  their  Jadgr,  and  as  their  Kinc,  {hen 
the  happmeflc  of  it  fliaU  be  perpetuaU  never  to  ceafe  in  this 
world,  the  Lord  Chrift  will  betroth  this  Chutch  unto  him  tor 
ever. 

thoqghl  verily  thinke  the  holy  Ghoftaymcth  atthisingreat 
part,  yet  we  are  to  nhderftand  this  betr9thingf«r  ever,  further  of 
the  fpirituaU  communion  the  foul  hath  with  Chi  itt.  WhenChrift 
betrott9himfcUeunto  a  foulc,  it  isftrever,  theconjugall  love  of 
Chrift  with  a  graciousfoule  (hall  never  be  broken :  At  the  firft, 
mans  condition  w««  fuch,  as  manlaid  hold  upon  Go<C  and  let  goe 
bis  hold ;  bot  now  God  Uyes  hold  upon  man,  and  he  will  never 
letgpehisr  The  bond  of  unioninabdeevcr  runs  throi^hjefiis 
Chrift,  it  is  fefteiied  upon  God,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  holds  the 
other  end  of  it,  Mid  foitcan  never  be  broken;  This  union  is  in 
the  Father  who  hath  laid  »fureftuni«ti»n,iTim.^.\^,K9m.9. 1 1 . 
In  the  Son  who  Ivues  hit  tt  the  end,  hhn  1 3 .  i .  In  the  Spirit,  who 
abides  intheeUH for  ever,  lohn  14.1^,17.  Ef4y^^.\o.  The 
mt»MtMmetfi>*lldefM't,  ^ndthehihheremned,  hmt  mj  kindneffe 
fi>Mll  net  deMrtfrtm  thee,  nfitktr.fima  the^eavetuitt  «fmj  fttue  te 
remmedjkith  theLordtkt*  hdthvttrcyntthee..  Mylovii^kind- 
neiffelhalibe  more  ftable  with  thee,  and  endure  loiter  then  the 
fflountaines  themfelves.  It  is  as  fore  at  the  ordinances  ofhearen. 
i<r.jl.35,35.  Thm fmth  the  Lord,  which  giveth  the  Sunfn-a 
li^bttjddi,4ndthe»rdiwMtees  tfthtM^mte  MndeftheSt*rsfor a 
light  hy  night,  ifthtfetrdintuuetdtfmrtfrom  hfore  tae^  then  the 
fiedtflfraelJhMUeeaf(,&c.  And  irr.}}.  20,31.  Thtufaith  the 
Lord,  ifytH  C4m  hviU^my  covenant  of  the  day,  and  my  covenant  if 
the  night,  that  there fio^fdnot  be  day  undmght  in  their feafon, then 
mAyaljlimj  covenant  tthroksfi.wtihDavidmyfervant.  You  have 
thefe  three  expreffions  of  the  abiding  of  Gods  love  to  his  people. 
1.  The continuanceof  the  mountaines.  a.  The  continuance  of 
the  ordinaixes  (^heaven  and  earth.  3.  Gods  covenant  with 

' I  in*  night 
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?.a.  [night  ftnd  day.  Hcreiithfbottomeaf^toniblittonto  the  Stints^ 
ThejpfMh  keft kj  theffiwrrrfGrfd,  i  Prr.i .5 .  A$  if GodftuMdd 
fty^  thefpeciall  powerthtti  fneane  to  pin  forth  in  this  worM^ 
(hall  bete  uphold  the  fpiritsoFiny  Saints,  to  bring  then  to  ial- 
vition,  certainly  it  it  fo.  The  fteciall  work  that  God  hath  in  this 
world  CO  exercife  his  power  about » is  to  keep  Chrift  and  the 
Saints  together.  Though  it  be  through  Godspower  that  the  het* 
vens  and  the  earth  be  kept  up,  yet  ifGod  mult  withdraw  bis  po- 
wer (torn  one,  he  would  rather  withdraw  it  from  upbolcUng 
heaven  and  earth,  then  from  upholding  one  gracious  iouletfaat 
hath  union  with  his  Son. 

The  union  that  is  bet  weene  Chrift  and  his  people  ^  it  is  too 
neere  an  union  ever  to  be  broken.  1  remember  Lmtber  hath  t  no- 
table erprellion  about  this:  iSsIt  isinpofltble  for  the  letven 

U  fepariri,  qui^ immutnbit paft^  nstu  dm ,   ™»  }^  dough,  after  it  u  once 

U  impoffibile  Ch*MtMs  rdfi  41  Chrifl0^  qnU  fiUXed,  fot  ft  tumeth  the  nsturc  of 
fjl  fv  fix  cb,ifmt  jii'mtfU»m^  f /«  m^offarntMS^  the  dough  into  ix$  CttUe  ^  {oitis  im* 
^t  ummfit  cTTfHf,  uMa  maffd.  Luth.  poffible,  faith  he,  for  the  Saints  e- 

vertobefeparated  from  Chrift/  for  Chrift  is  in  the  Saints  as 
netrly  as  the  leaven  id  the  very  dpudli  fo  incorporstcd  ks  tfast 
Chrift  and  they  are  as  it  were  one  lUflfp.  Chrift  who  came  to 
fave  that  which  w*s  kift>  will  never  lofe  that  whkh  he  liath  is- 
ved.  Kfi'^.itf.itisfiHdthatChriftwismadeaPikftM^i^ 
fbi  imm  vf^tmymMemmMMskwfifn :  That  is>  he  was  not  taadle  a 
Ptieft  as  the  Pri^s  in  the  LaW)  Sftet  S  cMiRdiiiail  way^Astr  ^ 
tir  tbef^wtr  $fuM  mdiffvkMe  life  i  Cmliftl  irirrmty  by  k  cdiStUk 
vertoe,fd  Catvin  upon  the  place.  The  argument  why  Cfaofts 
life  is  indifiblui)le,rsther  theo  the  Priefti  in  the  LaW^  i%  bacanft 
they  were  madehyc^epower^faoartialloDntiiaQdaMnr,  tiot 
by  acel«fti«U  power.  Sorbo<ewhopn)Mle  godlinefftaccurdiiig 
toacarnillcoaannandmerttina  certmdiwali  way^miyfiiile^  va* 
iliAi,  and  c^tiie  to  notiang  in  their  way  of  wmihipas mai^y  havt 
done ;  but  fuch  as  an;  Prefeflbrs  of  Religion  by  the  i^eittic  ef 
Gods  Spirit  in  them » theyiilnrethtpowtt  of  a  life  iDdi(l(dih| 
ble.  •  * 

Thireatetwo  foide4layint  and  fouit  fktiifyiag  grounds  to 
aflure  rf  Chtifts  beitotliieghimftife  for  ever. 
-  •         Tirft, 
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Ybc&,  when  any  ibule  istaken  in  to  Cfanft,kkttb  pec  cmdyAll 
lie  (ins  that  it  hath  comoiitted  heretofore  pafdooed,fatt€  there 
I  a  pirdon  laid  in  for  all  fin  that  is  tocome. 

There  is  firghiniffwhhtbee,  P/^/.  130.4.  There  ijres  par- 
ens with  God  be&rc-htnd  for  all  that  is  to  coiBe>  as  well  us 
or  that  which  »  paft.  Then  is  n§  e§mkwMtmam  mntQ  ihem  which 
re  in  Chrifi  lefm,  R^m.  8.  i  •  That  it,  there  i$  no  inftant  •f  time 
fter  they  arc  once  in  Chrift  Jefiis  whorein  it  ^an  be  faid  that  they 
ireonder  the  firntence  of  condemnation.  Now  were  it  not  ti^t 
here  were  a  pardon  laid  in  before-hand  for -all  fin  that  is  to 
:enie»  there  n^ght  uponeomouffioB  of  a  new  finbe  faid  at  that 
imCy  that  now  they  are  under  condemnation ;  for  ^tht  leaft  fin 
^enotpardonedythereiicondeamation;  but  this  cannot  be.  I 
ioe  not  (ay  the  fin  is  pardoned  before  it  is  coOMnittod,  for  that  is 
I  harfix  and  improper  (peech:  for  when  we  fpeak  of  pardoning 
ioy  we  (peak  of  a  work  appiyed  to  the  creamie ,  not  of  that 
vi/hich  is  in  God :  a  pardon  is  iiud  up  to  be  appiyed  by  God  when 
everthefinis  committed/othatthereihail  bciioinftantoftime 
wherein  the  (inner  ts  unpardonedt  tod  fo  mider  oandemnation. 
Then  futely  hecanoerer  Wl  off  Aom  43hrift ;  for  what  doth  en- 
dangertbeiaUingoifhiQinChriflybutcommifBkxioffin?  Chnft 
ha£h  m  wel  merited  atthe  hand  of  God  pardonior  any  fiodM  is 
tbcocnr ,u  he  hath  merited  pardon  for  fin  paft ;  doe  not  fay  this 
q>ensagaptolicentiou(h(iie9tfaeB  weneednotcare  ;  No,  the 
eraccef  Chrid  hath  nofiidi  malignity  in  it ,  in  fiying  thns  thou 
^akdftagahift  thy  life.  — 

Thd  feoond  foule^yiog  a^ment  for  pedc^rance  is>tliat 
peiieveranceisa  ijpiiianail  mercy  pucdMrd  by  C^tift  as  well  as 
any  ffKC.Efhef.  1 .3 .  Bieg^cihg  G^d  whp  hsoh  i^ierffid  m  with  mH 
^tm^lfUffinpinJeflu  Chrifi.  Now  fM  will  fay,  Faith  is 
ahlefliiK,andra]mtli$y.is«bicAicig>  and  Joy  is  a  blelKng  wire 
havetnCbtiiV,  why  i»  not  PerfevcranceabkfliDg,  a  fpiricuall 
bleflingtoo?  Gfarift  hath  as  trcly  and  Vi  really  fayddowne  Ins 
bloudtopurchafethyperfeYerance,  as  topurchafe  thy  pardon, 
is  to  DOfchafe  any  thu^  he  hath  pnnchafidTOr  thee.  That  which 
Chrift  hath  bid  dorwn  his  ifloud  to  porchafe  ,  %aly  mi^ 
behad,the  MEchaie  iof  Chcifts  btoud  OuU  not  be  ^ftrat^.  Is 
tWrtaoy  Wiing  ihrajbaftiiy  ^Hvnic  ofthatfurohale  f  T<iou  n^y  ft 
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be  as  foreof  pcrfevertnce ,  for  Chrift  hathUvd  down  his  blood 
to  pinchafe  tbat  alio. 

Chriftiah  then  (acisfic  thy  feul  in  this,God  gives  thee  comforts 
inthisworid,  but  he  gives  them  not  for  ever^  but  when  he  bc- 
trotheth  thee  unto  his  Sonne  he  betrotheth  thee  for  ever.  Per- 
ha|»s  the  Lordin  mercy  hath  made  thylifehcreio  tltisttiy  pii- 
gnmaee  very  comfortable  in  giving  thee  t  comftrnble  meet 
yoke-fcUow^in  this  thy  betrc^hingthou  art  happy,  but  efcig  h«p- 
pines  is  not  for  evcr^  thou  canft  looke  upon  thy  yoke^fello  w  as 
a  mercy  of  God  unto  thee,  that  makes  thy  {nlgrimage  fweet,  bat 
there  mud  be  t  diffolcition  between  thee  and  her ;  but  thy  nman 
withthyhusbandCbriftisfbrever,  there  (hall  never  bedzflblB- 
tion  of  that.  Perhapsfome  of  you  have  loft  comfortable  yoke- 
fellowes^death  hath  come  and  inapt  afunderthe  union  between 
you,andyottCoaiplaioeii^twrirMMirA^  fuchahusband^  never 
man  loft  fuch  a  wife  as  I  have,  if  you  be  godly  yon  have  a  hus- 
band that  you  tliall  never  lofe ,  it  is  he  that  will  fiU  up  rektioos, 
he  {%ith/rkjmMl^utlylmriMnJ,EfMy  54.5, 

And  further,  this  is  mutuall,  1  mi  ietrptk  ttee  ttmm  mm 
farever^  and  I  will  give  thee  a  hetrt  that  thov  (halt  cleave 
unto  me  for  ever.  This  will  aflbrd  unto  us  another  niefiill 
meditation,  viz..  When  the  Lord  chooieth  any  foul  to  him- 
fttlfe,  as  be  fetteth  his  owne  heart  for  ever  upon  that  fixilet 
{o  he  gives  unto  that  (bule  a  principle  of  gracetodeaveanto 
iiim  for  ever  too ;  to  give  up  himfelf  unto  him  in  an  eveda* 
fting  covenant.  Pfdl.  i  ip.  1 1 1.  7  hsv^  inctjueJw^  bemrtu 
ferfwmt  thy  fts^mus  alwsj^s ;  Is  not  that  enoi:^h  f  No,  he 
muft  have  another  word  to  exprefle  the  ddn^  mtw^ps^  ewnn 
the  end.  Davids  heart  was  much  taken  w^  the  ftstutcs  of 
God,  O  Lord  through  thy  mercy  my  heart  is  inclined  t^k^etf 
thj  fts$Mtes^  yea  and  it  is ib  Mms^ea^  yea  and  it  fhaUbenfif- 
r#  the  emL  It  is  a  kind  of  pleonaime,  or  r^hcr  the  expreffip* 
on  of  the  fulneife  of  his  heart,  in  his  rdfolutions  never  to  depart 
from  God. 

But  what  arethoie  riches  Chrift  beftoweth  upon  his  people 
whom  he  betrotheth  to  himfelf  ^  the  bracekts^andomamcnts  he 
putteth  upon  their  necka  and  upon  tlsir  hands  arethefe. 

I  miiietre$i  tbeemnteme  im  rigb$e00fi$eJfe/imdmjmi^£meM$/md 
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in  lowng  l^nJlneffey  dndin  tmrcieSy  1  mi  even  betreth  tbee  unie  me 
in/Mthfulneffe^iindphoHfiah  kjtow  the  Lord. 
There  is  much  of  the  Gofpel  in  this. 

In  righuonfmffer^ 
^  This  according  to  fome  is  underftood,  as  oppofed  to  diffimuU- 
tionySinefnce^  Without  any  diflembling,  in  this  heafliiceshis 
people  that  they  (hall  finde  his  dealings  withthemidtogether 
right  and  equally  and  fo  I  expeA  from  y on^  and  will  caufeit  in 
y ou>  that  in  your  dealings  towards  me,  you  E)^  right  and  equally 
there  (hall  be  nothing  feigned  betwixt  us^  all  mall  be  plaine, 
right,  and  juft.    You  know  there  is  often  a  great  deale  of  difli- 
mulation  in  marriages,grcat  proflers,and  promifes»and  overtures 
of  what  one  (hould  enjoy  in  the  other,  and  when  they  meet  net 
with  what  they  expeft,  it  canfes  great  diffcntion  between  them, 
and  makes  their  lives  exceeding  uncomfortable ;  But  now  faith 
God,there  (hall  be  no  difHrnulat ion  betwixt  youand  me>  I  will 
deale  with  you  in  the  plainnefle  of  my  hearty  and  you  ihall 
deale  with  me  in  the  plainnefle  of  your  hearts.     So  the  word 
{i^ighteen/neffel  is  taken  in  Scripture.  7/i.48.  i  .They  mskf  men-- 
^enof  the  Godef  Ijraely  but  net  in. truth  ner  in  rigbteeetfnejfe, 
one  expounds  the  other  J  will  receive  you  again  though  you  have 
d  eparted  from  me  in  the  very  integrity  of  my  foul,  do  not  fcare 
me>  donot  fufpedt  me,  do  not  think  though  he  make  a  (hew  of 
love  unto  me,  and  of  ^eat  favour,  yetheintcndethtocaftmeoff 
at  lafl:  5  Thefe  are  the  jealous  thoughts  of  many  troubled  confci- 
cnces.  Indeed  I  hearc  of  mercy,  and  God  is  working  toward 
me  as  if  he  intended  mercy  to  me,^  but  I  am  afraid  he  will  caft 
me  ofFin  the  concluBon ;  No  faith  God,  do  not  feare,  do  not  fu- 
fpe<fFme,  this  mercy  I  offer  is  benafide^  it  is  hi  the  very  truth  of 
my  heart,  therefore  let  there  not  befuch  fufpicious  thoughts  be* 
twixt  you  and  me,  you  may  be  fure  that  what  is  fit  and  right  for 
you  to  have  from  fuch  a  husband  as  I  am,that  doth  belong  to  iiich 
a  ipoule  as  I  prof  cHe  to  take  you  to  be^you  fliall  certainly  have  it, 
you  need  not  be  afraid^  fox  you  (hall  have  plain  and  upright  deal- 
ing with  me.    This  I  take  to  be  one  part  though  not  all  of  the 
meaning  of  the  holy  Ghoft  here,  IwU  betreth  jhee  ttnto  me  in 
HghteoMfneJe^  that  love  I  profefle  to  you  I  do  not  do  it  to  mock 
you  faith  God,  but  I  do  it  in  truth,   from  whence  the  notes 
-  liii  3  which 
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which  trc  very  uftfiiU  may  be, 

Firfttguilty  hearts  tte  full  ot  fuTpirions  of  Gods  reall  mctnii^ 
inalihis  expreflionS  oflove  tnd  mercy*  They  judge  God  by 
themfelves.  As  they  firft  flight  f  uine,becaufe  they  judge  of  God 
bythe^oielves*  they  fee  not  fuchidreadfuileTiiinlinne,  they 
think  God  fees  it  not :  So  after  they  have  finned,  they  judge  of 
Gods  mercy  \ay  their  own,  they  thmk  thus,  if  any  had  offencted  us 
ft  as  we  have  offended  God,  though  we  might  lay  we  would  be 
reconciled  unto  htm>  yet  we  could  not  brin^  our  hearU  fiilly  to 
cdtae  otf  to  it,  fomething  Would  remaine  in  out  hearts,  they 
the^bre  think  £b  of  Go<£  they  fiifped  God  that  he  doth  not 
meane  really  in  his  cxpreflions  oflove  and  merqr  to  thefli.  But 
take  heed  dr  thii,do  not  judge  of  God  by  your  felves,  though  you 
haveabafeaadcrudl  heart,  and  cannot  be  reconciled  to  thoie 
that  provoke  you;it  ianottliettfore£>  withGed.Therearethcfc 
two  evils  in  fin,  fiift  in  thcnatnrt  of  it  there  is  a  departing  from 
God  i  iecondly ,  it  cauleth  j  cioufies  and  fu&itioos  6t  God,  and  fo 
hinders  the  foul  firom  comming  unto  God  ^ainc 

Secondly,  God  is  very  carcfaiuto  prevent  all  thtie  fofpitbns 
in  the  hearts  of  his  pcmle.  God  defitts  that  yon  (hoold  have 
good  thougtflof  hioiiandthisis  that  we  pleadc  with  youfor,  anB 
do  ohen  open  the  riches  ofGods  grace  to  this  end  that  you  may 
have  good  thoughts  of  God^and  to  take  offyoor  jeloufies  and  fu^ 
pitionsofhin,  asifthere  were  no  reall  intention  in  all  the  prof** 
f  cts  o\  mercy  he  makes  to  you ;  do  not  think  that  all  tho(e  riches 
of  Gods  grace  are  meere  words,  they  are*  certaine  intentions  of 
Gods  heart  towards  yout  IwUlMrsib  tke€knt9w$einright€'- 
0$tfneffe. 

And  for  your  parts,  I  will  give  you  a  heart ,  you  (hall  return  to 
me  ^#iM  fidty  yoo  (hall  do  it  in  the  plainnefleof  your  hearts. 
There  wasstimc  indctd,asP/4/.78.34,3$,36.  God  complained 
of  hia  people  that  they  fought  him  and  returned  qnto  Yiim^uvtr- 
fheliffe  they  did  jUtUr  him  with  their  meuthy  W  Ijed  unte  him 
with  their  tengtusfhett  was  no  reality  in  their  returning  to  him, 
thtty  made  great  promiies,  that  whatfotvcr  God  (hould  fay  unto 
them  they  would  do  it,but  there  was  no  reality  in  it,yea  but  iaith 
God«  there  fliall  come  a  time  that  you  ihali  have  righteoos 
htarts,andthat  which  you  promifc  to  me  you  (hall  pmnmereal- 

^iy> 


Digitized  by 


Google 


the  Pnfkefi  $/  Ho 5  b  a. 


ly^  tfaei€  flitli  not  be  that  f  airneife  in  your  heirts^thoie  fliewsand 
oTertures  that  were  heretofore,  but  you  (hall  return  to  me  with 
alltyour  hearts  in  rightcouCidTe. 

GodhathflQuchadoeatfirft  with  us  to  make  us  beleevethat 
lie  is  in  good  earntft  with  us  in  his  proliers  ofmercy ;  And  much 
adoe  there  is  before  our  hearts  can  begotten  to  worke  towards 
God  in  good  eameft. 

Fuither  note,  this  ist>ne  reafon  whv  Cod  dotfcbetsothyvr  #twr» 
bccattfe  he  doth  it  in  the  plainnelleofhiaheRt ;  and  this  isalfo  a 
good  reafon  why  the  Saints  continue  for  ever,  becaufe  whatthey 
•  doc  to  Cod  is  in  the  plainenefle  of  their  hearts.  Thofe  whore- 
tiime  to  God  in  an  hypocritical!  way  will  fall  ofi^  but  th^ that 
retume  ifiuprtohtneflewillfK>ldconfl:apt  with  hini,  Prov.%.ti. 
it  is  faid  of  Wifdome,  that  whh  her  ^re  JkrahU  riches  md 
righnenfnege^  they  are  put  together ;  where  there  is  true  righte- 
oufnefle  in  the  heart,  there  is  oorable  riches. 

But  yet  there  is  another  thing  in  this  hitrethimginrigbtnMf- 
jfTjIff ,  and  that  f  thinke  hath  more  in  itthen  the  former.  God  will 
be  foreconeikxi  tohis  Church,  as  yet  he  will  manilteft  himfclfe 
to  be  a  righteous  God*  In  the  wori^es  of  the  richdidP  M$  grace 
bee  will  mamfieft  thegbry  offais  juftice  t^o;  I  will  doe  it  in 
righuimfHeffi,  though  indeed  the  Lordintendeth  toglwifierich 
grace ,  yet  foas  he  will  declare  his  righteoufnelle  to  men  and 
Angels,  that  in  this  very  workeoFhis  he  (hall  be  ac^?nowtedged 
by  thtm  unto  all  eternity  to  be  a  righteous  God ;  GoA  will  make 
fa^h  a  way  fbr  this  his  loTeand  goodnefle  as  that  ht  will  have  (a- 
tisfiidiont^hisjiidlice  init.  That  place  ir<m.g. 25, 26.  Is  r&* 
marktablefor  ourpurpofcf  i  whom  Godharh/itfint  »$  ied'ft^^ 
fma$i0M  th^mghfrith  in  hit  U^d;}ioy/}To  deciar^  huri^t^mf- 
nefefit  tbtremiffi^n  rfjlfmps.  Marfte  it,  it  is  not  that  lie  had  fet 
fcrth  Ghrift  to  be  a  propitiation,  to  declare  his  mercy  tft  •(4)ef<M:* 
givcncffcoffins;  you  will  fay,  What  is  there  in  the  fofgivisnclfe 
of  fins  bpt  onely  the  mercy  of  God  ?  Yes,  there  is  fofl»ewhat'e!fe, 
there  is  righteoufneffe  too,  and  ttte  Lord  doth  declare  his  righte- 
oufiiclt  in  the  forgiyenefle  of  finf,  and  therefett  h  is  that  .he  bath 
fetferthChtl^tobea  propttfis^J^dH,  t4idt  hee  might  didaareMk 
ri^feooTnefle.  If  the  Lord  (hoold  have  faid  bttttha^,  WdS,  fm 
aitgMittttidgt%voto*ftners^ !  wiUbe^ofttemfiwly^^ 
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you  til  your  (iDnes.  this  would  havff  declared  Gods  mercy ,  but 
not  his  righteoufncffc :  but  now  when  the  Lord  hath  fct  forth 
Chriftas  a  propitiation,  andforgiveth  finnes  through  the  blood 
of  his  Son.inthisGoddtchreth  as  muchrighteoufhefle  asgnce. 
This  text  Lutber  had  t  great  deale  of  do  to  underftand ,  and  hcc 
prayed  much  bebre  he  could  get  the  right  meaning  of  it;  yea  it 
is  repeated  tgainc,  T^declAre^lfaj,  his  rtghtfffnefe,  that  hti 
might  teJHfiy  and  thejufiijier  ^fhim  that  beUevtth  in  lefiu  ;  not 
that  he  might  bee  mercifull  in  juftifving  him  that  bdceveth  in 
Jefusi  but  that  he  might  be  juft  in  juftify'ing^kim  thttbdeevet^ 
mjefus. 

And  this  is  the^great  myfterie  of  the  Gofpell ,  thiiisthat 
which  the  Angels  pry  into,  the  Saints  and  Angels  (htU-admfrc 
and  blefTe  God  to  all  eternity,  for  the  rcconoling  ofridiesof 
mercy,  and  infinite  jufticc  both  xn  one ;  This  was  that  which  Set 
the  infinite  wifedome  ot  God  oh  worke  firom  all  eternity ,  how 
to  finde  a  way  to  fave  (inners ,  and  to  be  infinitely  riehteous  not- 
withftanding.  If  all  the  Angels  in  heaven,  andajTrhemcin  in 
the  world  had  beene  put  to  it,  to  finde  out  a  way  to  anfwer  this 
queftion ,  How  (hall  fin  be  pardoned,  the  finner  reconciled  un* 
to  God,  and  God  glorifie  his  juftice  ?  they  could  never  have  done 
it;  but  God  in  his  infinite  wifedome  hath  found  out  a  way  to  do 
ir.  This  coft  God  deare,  it  coH  him  the  heart  blood  ef  his  own 
Son,  andthatwasafigne  that  Gods  heart  wass^uchinit,  and 
indeed  we  arc  not  Chriftians,  untill  in  (bme  meafure  we  fee,  and 
have  our  hearts  taken  with  the  glory  of  God  in  this  myfterie.  We 
muftiooke  at  righteoufneflie  inourreconciliafion,  as  well  as  to 
loving  kindnelTe  and  mercy. 

.  When  God  is  reconciled  unto  a  finner ,  there  is  not  onely  his 
mercy  ^orified,  but  in  that  way  that  God  hath  found  out  to&ve 
a  finner,  he  hath  the  glory  of  his  j  uftlce  as  much ,  yea  more,  th^n 
if  thefinner  were  eternally  damned  in  hell. 
.  How  is  that  you  will  fay? 
.  I  make  that  good  three  way es* 

;  Firft,  When  God  appointed  a  furety,  his  Son.,  and  charged  his 
debt  upon  him,  to  lati^fic  his  jafl:ice,in  that  God  would  not  fpare 
this  Sod  of  his  the  leaft  ferthing  token,  I  meane,  not  the  leaft  de- 
gree of  puniftunent,  he  would  not  remit  any  thing  to  Us  Soiia^ 
^___^  the 
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-thcLardi.didlkfrtrby  (hew.  i^  ftrDr>gcr  intense  Ibve  onto  juftice, 
then  it  he  hzd  damned  ten  thnufand  thoufand  creatures.  Suppofe 
tihklefaftor  comes  beibietjadge,  tUeJiidke  will  not  fparethe 
tntldador »  but  xeqairctb  latitftflton  tot|e  Law ,  this  (hews 
f  h«t  tbe  Ju(^e«l6¥es  jufticc  :  but  iftfacjodges  bwne  finwe 
bee  t'delinquffit,  a^d  it  i^peares  before  all  the  Couritrey 
^h«t  the  }ttdgt  will  not  (pare  him ,  but  be  inuQf  fatisBe  the  Law 
to  the  bcteroioft  r  yw  will  fay  the  Judge  doth  honour  unto 
juftice  more  in  this*  then  in  condemning  many  f  other  maldta- 
dlors*  So  when  the  Lord  (hallcaft  miny  ttJibii^nds  ipto  hell » 
thcrctabe  t6rmentedlor em,  this fliewqtktliat Gcklloveth  ju^ 
ftice ;  but  when  his  owne  Son  (hall  take  our  (kis  upon  him ,  bur 
by  imputation^,  and  Cod  wittnet  fearo  him  ( thatjs  the  very 
word  of  the  Scripture,  Ht fibred  nn  hit  nfh<  Smj  (aith.the  text) 
thiadcdac^^tl}  CxkIs  love  tarightdoniiiefle,imorethenifalLthe 
werldhadbecenc  damned.^  \  .       -i 

1  Secondly »  (uppofe  the  (inner  that  istecdnciled  had  betne 
ibimnedj  then  the  jufticeof  God  had  beenebutinfatisfying,  and 
fievcrhadfUly  beenefatisfied;  but  in  that  way  that  Godhtth 
Cbund  out  t«i  Oivea  (inner»  his  jtatlice  is  notooely  fiittsfying,  but  it 
pmc&^hc.(ullyfttis(idd^tohaveeQotigbi  l^bwit  is  igrea^er 
honour  to  joftice  to  be  fully  liitisfied  ^  then  to  be  in  faljsfying. 
Ask>r;in(^aaCe,  fbpppfciaman  be  a  Creditor  toone  who  owes 
him:  6.yc][hou&»d  pounds,  thia  man  is  poqre, land  theu(mofl;he 
can  pay  is  but  (ike  pence  or  twelve  pcnoijji.WMke;  fuppoferjtbe 
Creditor  (htftildby: him  ill tlic1a)de((li^ 
maowf^ibt^paymi^t;WQ&la  mi^.  iQl0n^iis;fh^ 

debtor  liv«t^;  but  if  another  rich;.>ii«n  (h6uM  cmio  and  lay 
downe  five  thoufand  pound at^oncct:  *fac  ftiap  is.prefently  (atit- 
fycd.  Here  ii  the dif&rence>etweemt<}0di9  iafi^ryii^hisjaftioe 
upon  (innen  aod^poD  Jt(ii$ii^hr]il:i;!G9dxQimaetib<Hp0n'^^ 
(inner,  be  t^qitireth  tb^  debtjoff  umGb»0it  //heda^Oitlt  didjnat^ 
paytbedebcofobedteiice>  CWcaftshimsmopriffiny  the  litter- 
mo(l  he  casi  pay  is  but  twelve  pciKCJirWfakQ  jtattwcDCy  that  is 
huta  Iiule>an4:lhc(e&reh^ii9uft  bQ  ftul-payii^and  pavingjcter*. 
oally,  whioh  iMhOKty^comdof  f hcirrcotoallt  pumiKment  inj 
hel^ bocau(bihey;€ai^o( j^  eoioHgh  in.aoy.lkHitr. timei;  ^4l^ 
eommethChrifti  wi  betuUy  ptyes  tbcdi^»fo(liat  jafticc/aitb 
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ithitheoongh^  tti84itisfiecl,  this  ittire  gtMtergkffy  totbc^ 
fticeofGod. 

Thirdly.  IftlMlinnerhidbetne(aitd0WnetolicilyGodlMl 
Ind  thcdonr  of  his  /ufticeMffiTcl|r  i:^on  him,  &t*(bouidbc  fw 

the  fifiDcf  wofoli  htve  tutted  Godfer  his  jaftice|6e  hit«d  fvAicc^ 
bat  When  jofticeii  honoured  z^bftij^  cbefiatier  Mltdk  dowm 
•ndacknowkdectohhimfelfcfuilty,  oatteth  hinftlfe  uhdertlic 
ftrtkeofGodipAtce,  tnd  leoqitctK  qf  thepoBi&iiint  of  Ui 
iniqiiicy;  newGod  is  ddighttd  tdom  tbondintly  in  this  «ftive 
wtyotgiotffyiiighidjdlio^tfatiiifthcfiiinM 
etemtliy  in  hdl  to  htft  iittsfied. 

And  now  Der  ib  tnd  ill  wicked  bdco  miift  needs  Immt 
thehr  inofitfas  ftoppsd  tor  vverithsy  vinnot  cry  om  of  God  bsott^ 
he  wsUBUffiyhioafclfttofoohfionns^iSflmcyibtttwh^  is 
his  righteouuTcffc?  where  is  the  glory  of  his  joftke^hereirtn 
snt«iftrtotheinaU|  thoo|hthe  Lotd  lettethhis  loiret^onvile 
fifmeri^yet(b«5hedothitincighteoi]belie^  And  tlasissgrGii 
inMcMgemeot  to  cone  in  sod  belftrei  «stfciis>  if  the  inner  be 
seidlEedwiti^the  sppftlvnaMdf.kisiinnc,  libe^  tkemite 
Wfithof  God  a  iqccmed  end  infinite  juliicfe  cones 'spoftine^ 
sndl heitt  dist  crying  for  &tisfsftkin ;  this  biddes  the  ftrniet 
knowMcewifeythstGisd  luebswwf  tofiKilit  ihfinkejaftioeeod 
sitfdy«t«i»firrethyfoo^  he  wiUoimy  theemeohimleli^;  tod  yei 
hewitt#»itmiii|imMfiiefl^  >" 

Aadehtsi8S3nl[^tihe|ip  «(ft&sfinMr  sgihiftsli^liii^si^ 
terwwi,  «mighcy  eftshtim»eiirt«gsinft4i  HMNrfnd  ^el^iens 
the  (inner  my  iMtce  igrirft  himfelf.  Hue  we*  mfi  leAt 
to  God  when  wefeek  ioreeoaMiliii«ie«H  fohefeceittdej^ 
whenw«ht¥ediefwtQdliKmhi^^  whitfoeverGoddaehfonnu 
heinoft  d^  it  iMte  wty  of  (i^lit«M[i^ 
iiMiid|^  tskedmwichvsAhtinmirS)  )fe«rtryiNitave«p»dQi» 
feskdiMoyM,  itflsdbMiMkdiintheCoMdrj^ 
sttinehe  Coiiitsf  9itttiy ;  thevef^^  ehou  needeft  not  $fpt$bs 
fi^intheCetkaf  ittftioew  Che  Meroy-ieet,  4;^  ki^t  wsy 
of  the«iyfti^«rf  ^odtymfle-  tfaot  lAme  is  in  Godi  leoencylsHiK 
hMSAfvtn^Mfkmtj  elNMAieybe^s^ttocfieMifbitinl^otidiflg 
befmtiitt«lr^|iiti«ett«t(beMtfC9H^  ttidk,  ^flamia^ 
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AcK^  in  and  tbtough  Chrift,  for  he  hath  mtde  joftice  propitJDUj 
«DUf^n4nowiitpfi:«4ccb  to  maeg  for  ui» 
'  And  indeed  this  is  the  Yciy  work  offkicliy  CO  go  luiCo  Cod  this 
vray,  whenbyfiiithcbefinni^lhaUceii^eriipiiMoCodthe^^ 
clier  therightecoGiefle  ofjisuf  CuiLitTforan  aconeineni 
and  fiitif (sftion  for  linnet ;  It  bni^  the  comfivt  of  jufti- 
•fication  this  way.  -  When  vou  come  to  God  in  any  other  way 
but  iUf  ,k  if  but  in  9  natutvl  wqr^ndt  19  f  tHK  flwi^^ 
A  man  by  nature  may  know  thus  much^that  when  mt  h«th  finned 
he  fliuft  fide  unto  Cofl  f^r  fliercy,t0  piiidoii  hit  fime^r  4lc  he  t$ 
aiiferable;lMttofedkunto  GodfwiNydoBwMitpficeinpQir 
teiid^to  tender  HP  the  fDecJtt  ofChrtfkforafatiafiiftionioDivsne 
ivltict,  herett  themyflenr  of  Aith ;  faith  it  ogtanely  l«r«fy  Hp* 
on  Godt  mercy  for  pardon,  batdiity  I  feericfact  ofgraceia 
Chrift^and  Chnftmy  &recy  hath  made  anatoneiiHtt,  &thlaid 
^dbwneapncc^  now^fidth  I  tender  vpdutiuito  uojjihe  F»r 
thcr,  and  by  tUt  way  I  Meeve  0^  IbuU  flial  be  aicc|l^^^ 

VilMta  mkhty  iBfagement  istlijt  forwtofa^ 
Crud^thc  Lord  betmtheih  uoncohiflidUfein  nehtttiMifiiaffey  t^d 
wefliodd  nrtnpew  ielTCt  to  him  mrifjhitamAi09*(^mf 
farccfcrcD^twethttawmrwithyoi:!^  whateitr  yMiof^ei;  Ifthe 
LocdhathtltttfkMtgedhimldieiiniDntina  way  of  ri^btpwC- 
jpcfl^aod  if  it  ham  ooft  Urn  fo  decae  to  Ibaw  Umft^ 
vntoiits  whataninfkikeiM|agtaicitt]a  chianiitoiMHoheinichtar 
fffetheforehim,  to  gU>rifieC«larightcoQ$M&ini»ttream(ctfa^ 
Ma.i  I  will  doe  it  in  tiriitflaiifacfie,  ynd  jfoiilittt  htvefncha 
figi!ltonsJieart«  aayou  miiUveTcr  he  aidiflMainr  iintotnefaalliKe 
the  people,  ntkherdoviltnor  wicked  men  fliaUawcfaeaUeto 
i^)faiaiclQi4that  I  ftt  iny  lowttMafiid 
whatftareryou  wofyyoDihaU  be  now  r^to».  Whni  «r«  v^ 
aspr^boiicltn  to  brthe  Spiai(HBif  C^ndb  and  be  lamphttQUt 
tntar  cdiwciiMMm  wtti^baaijate 
iinldhimbeforeflsenand  Aaodt;  iiviatt  ywithe  Spoii6^ 
wkanDttdfa/aenamcnt,  ehitlNBcekt  ofiigfatsceiiiibefirefhm^ 
Whalbeyar  Chcift  attnye^  hepptitithopci^dlcnuhiit  }9m^  of 
rigk€0ufnefi.  He  tta^bemft :  Rdig^on:  which  he  fittmts  » 
iiahdBrJ^c^  tG^fp«i^  he 
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Ho-s  1  A. a.  i^. .         . 
'^jindinindgemim^in  hving  kfndft^fn^dpdim  mercies. 


N  juigemem']  Some  Interpii^ers  wee  finde  mtke 
thi^ttidrightg^m/ftejfe  to  be  til  one ,  according  to 
thtt  PfdI.  3  3 .6.  He  loyeth  righteomfmjje  dHdjMge^ 
ment]  and  lo  j>a0e  it  over ,  but  we  inuft  ifbt  doe  fo« 
(or  we  (hall  nnde  much  c^Gods  minde  in  this* 
OthcT$.t9kt judgement^  asiiTerstrmesitistakenin  Saipture 
toV'f4n3ifirati0Hy  fo  tftey  wobld  make  this  ptomife  fiitable  to  that 
of  Chrift,  /jpibf  36.10,11  •  I  wiUfend  the  Cemfirrter,  Mnd  he  fhdU 
convince  the  werld^ffin^  ofrigbteeufneQe^  andef  jm^eptent  •  that 
rij^it^raiirynr£rthere^  the  fame  With  that  hcK'^jfMgetttemt  there 
by  mahy  Interpreters  is  undetftood  of  fanftifics(tion ;  becMmfe  the 
Prince.afthife^erldisjtdgcd^  the  power  o(  Satan  isiltetdy  bro* 
ken,  he  IS  already  caiVont  of  your  hearts.  And  they  thihke  to 
ftrengthenthatbythatplaceiQ  Jli4Mi.2o.  He  will  nee ^tfettch 
thefmeskif^fUxe^  mrheak^tbt  hruifedreed^  till  hefmdftirtk 
indgememmntoviheryy  thai  is,  uotiU  heperfed  the  worke  of 
fafidificatioh,  that  it  fha^  ovtrcome  conuption.'  This  text  in 
Matt  here  is  quoted  oit  of  Ef^iy  4^*3 .  but  there  wee  have  the 
words  fomewhatdifierent,  there  it  is^HeJbuUhingferthjttdge' 
ment  mt^  trmb.  Now  if  that  Ihould  be.  the  toeautftig ,  that  b? 
judgememh  meant  (anftificttion^  thtn  we  may  learne  an  cxcef- 
lenttiote  from  the  rampirin^  th^e  two  texts  tc^ether ;  that 
it  is  all  one^  hringjmi^tmenf^  fiaid)!ificati0n  mttti  trtmh  ^  and  /s 
hiffg  it  ttnte  vitterji  when  it  H(  iti  tntfh  it  willcertainly  bdin  vi^ 
dtory.  But  we  (hall  a  little  moreenminetfais  inteifietatioii  of 
judgement  pn&tAly  $r  for  mjr  p;aff!  I  doe  iiot  think  that  that  is 
meant  eitlienio  this  tcKt^.dDih  any  of /thii  texts  hamed.  *  v^^^    ;'*  ^ 
TiQxdlyyJfBdki^xkbie^m  t«itbe'G«ds 

J  udgement  againft  the  ad verfaries  at  the  Church.  J  will  teiteeb 
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Sccundd  gemma,  mrarkalis  Mnr^i.  Luther. 

yt  judiciam  txcticeat  In  bofi^s  verb't  {am 
multoi  anms  hoc  agit  Sdthajt  ut»  per  impios 
maiiflratHt  eccfefia  cpprimatut  &  do^rina 
ptr^  propbamfs '  doifores  dipravefw^  fed  vidtt 
Gtt'manU  ^eum^JMdicahtem^  Luc^/m  loc. 


tim  smt0  me  in  rigbteomfnegi  \  I  will  deale  with  jw  in  «  way  of 

righteournefle,  and  for  your  adverraries^  I  will  deale  with  thoin 
in  a  way  of  ludgement,  yea  Aiall  have  /adgement  againft  thein.i 
So  I  finde  Lnthir  carries  it ,  and  he  (aith  that  judgement  here  is  ) 
the  fecond  pearle  of  the  Hu&bands 
ring  he  gives  to  hisSpoufe  ,  God 
promifcth  to  exercile  judgemeut 
and  vengeance  agaihftthe  adver- 
faries  of  the  Church,  and  fo  he  >p- 
plyethJt  unto  thofc  times  whp*in^^ 

he  lived  in  Germany*^  faith  he,  for  thefe  many  yeares  wicked-Ma- 
giftcates  have  opprefled  the  Church,  and  prophane  Doftors  have 
corrupted  the  ddftrine  oi  it,  but  Germany  hath  feme  God 
jucb^Dghisadverfiiries.  And  ifweftiouid  undoilanditinthi^ 
fenfe,  we  have  a  futable  place  Efay  5  4. 5 .  where  God  telleth  his 
Churchy  that  He  that  is  her  mmker  is  her  hHikawi  ^  even  the  Lerd 
£fhefis^  Mndher  Reticfnifcr  the  Gedtftbewb§leeMrth;  the  word 
there  is  Findex,  the  avenger  «  hee  that  wiU  avenge  thee  of  thine 
enemiest  is  the  God  erf  the  whale  earth,  heJs  thy  husband.  This 
might  afibrd  a  fweet  meditttion  ,  that  the  Lord  will  defend 
his  Church  ir([»h the  raffi of  adveriiries,  as^the  husband' witt 
detend  hisSpoufe  being  betrothed'Onto  her;  the  Lord  certainly 
wiUtakeavalu#>lecon6deration  at  the  hands  of  the  adverfaries 
whof  wrcNig  his  Church..  But  tfaiis^  I  thinke  not  to  be  the  fcope 
oJtth^pUce.  !    .:•     . 

Another  is  {in  juJigemem^  Thou^  things  be  jiow  out  of  or«- 
4^r,;aU thills  feemetobrin  conniiion,  yet  the  time  is  coming 
when  all  things  (hall  be  ordered  in  the  Church  according  to 
equity.and  right* 

.Thefe  twol  think  are  meant  in  the  ioxmextcxxi^lmllcen^ince 
the  weridpfji^^femtnt^thzt  iSjthewoddihall  be  convinced  that 
Chrift  hath  all  judgement  coOMnitted  unto  him,  andJie  £hev<re4 
it  in  this,  that  jthe  Frinee  ef.tku  werld  i$  jid^ed^fo  that  place  be-t 
f^reif  Mdithew^  IwiBirnufe  judgtm^ntte  retstrnemntevi&ery^ 
t^tii^  (hough  the  adverfaries  dF the  Church  be  many,  yet 
he  wttl  cauie  them  aUto  bevanquiihedi  judgenfrntihallcen* 
^^  oi^er  tWih  all }  though thett4&«s»uch^  o^poftion  *:ahd  con* 
iiifioaiii  the  Churchy  yetillHU  bring  iallcungs  in  thp  Church 
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qoitjr* 

Tint  plice  iikewift  /A4*4-  wbcrc  tht  Lor4  6itli»  Ivvtf 
fmrgi  bu  ChmrcB  ty  th0  ^^ if  jmJ^eiment  Mdhy  ibe.firh^ 
tmmimf.  I  know  fome  carry  it  asiHt  were  omnt^f  the  i^ 
offtnAifictticmytltttitttfirecooeMsfi^  lufts,  batiatlitrtkds, 
whereas  that  were  fiich  as  dii  oMrcfle  the  Ciusich  bjr  fmUe 
jiadBcmcnt»  Ae  Lord  would  dcame  the  Church  horn  wrow 
and  oppreffion  bj  giving  a  fyixit  of  jndgesient  unto  tliolle 
that  fliould  be  the  officos  cfk^  and  coqfiuiiing  dttadTcrfho 
liei. 

ButfetlchsfikwchaTCMCthefaUlb)peofchiapli^^ 
Woold  pitch  fipoB  this  u  that  which  is  morepiinc^aUjf  in» 
tendedithoi^  cbeotficr  auybe  in  feme  denee  indBdod,m.iM 

(on  for  what  I  do,  that  whichi  wiilnowdoinbetsodUngtlicc 
umo  my  fdf  AiaUnot  beootofiaCkKflCy  itOiail  noebedonsna- 
•dvffedlya  but  with  ondeiflanding^  with  good  lUihentioDy  I 
knowwfattldoinit,aodlicnowwhat  gloiylfliaUhave  byit^ 
IwilldoitiDjndlgeaient.  SoIfifidathewm;s^aMii9rti4eai 
mfcripUxn^hr^^iUTbm  fikd$  fmmreimtrmh^im*jnJg9m4m^tt$d 
in  rigkiumfrnffr.  InjmJgnmiu^baSLis^  when yoiUweare^ know 
ftiaavoifliipofGody  aodyonnraftdoitin  jodgesicoc,  yon 
misft  not  oodyftreacefffiTMir^  that  iSj  fwearctathatwUchis 
tnie^and  in  righit^ufnift,  that  is,  not  to  the  wrong  oi"  prejudice 
of  your  neighbour^  for  yon  may  fisneinfweanngtfaoaghyoa 
Amreio  trathifyoQ  barcan  intent  to  wrong  any  ;bnt  thirdiy 
yon  muft  fweare#J»  judgewtau  too,  you  mnft  ondciftand  what 
you  do,  that  is,  when  yon  take  an  oath  yon  muft  know  that  it  is 
notastheotdifa:  &^!m  was^ofwMretoanfwertbeveiydiing 
thatfliaUbeaskcd  you,  botyoo  aoftnndeiftand  hrfore  him 
whatyouatie tofweawto, andlb  fwore  oot of  judgfeinctic^So 
iattliGod,/wtf  AntrttirAvr  mMmteinjwigmim^  tJMtit,  I  luive 
ooofidtctd  what  I  am  to  doin  tins  tfaiM,an<l  I  do  it  out  of  fadge* 
menc.  And  finryourparti when  yioo  mall  osmeand  dofir wftii 
m^  intfaisi)kfiirio^ji]gdlimioaaadcodam«nion|ffou& 
it  ovt^ /odgemcmtoo  $  i  mmV  iMrari  jrjMiio  JM^ 
snahcitappcaraiiifiaeilrw»MaiasIi|adya^ 
•  ^  and 
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•nd  yw  thiUlikewiic  dole  with  me  as  jou  (hdl  beabkto  jufti- 
fieitbefinreiBenand.tngeb,  that  you  had  good mUbnfor  what 
yo«  didjthat  it  was  out  of  judgement. 

There  ia  oothtng  wherein  there  j^  nore  need  of  judfeomit 
then  in  mariagei  and  contratfla^  therefore  the  heathens  weie 
wont  CO  let  Mirc$truj^har  god  of  wM(lo»e»by  ^miir^thetr  «id* 
defle  of  markige,to  note  that  there  was  need  of  judgcmem  theie« 
yet  there  is  nothing  ofoallv  in  the  world  undertaken  With  left 
judgementy  with  morcninoes  and  incmfideratneft:  then  ooo* 
tfaos  and  oiarriageS)  wliich  is  the  reafon  of  the  trouble  of  thdr 
liTesever  after.  But  thocugh  thcne  be  many  Ooatraifts  between 
fflonand  women  that  afcnot  out  of  judgeipeot^  yetfiithOodi 
mi  ktrwth  pm  §mt  ^  pdgemem^  Orifts  match  ^i3dl  hJA 
Church  is  amacch  out  of. /oo^anenty  Chtiftoon&krethof  our 
meaaneflebefore  he  nunvcth  with  us^  he knowethns  fully  what 
we  ar^imowes  our  fiaralnefle,  our  wretchedndQt^  hehnowes, 
W^  arc  in  debt  bdbtche  aucryedi  us,and  whatibcver  elfe  wtcan 
i^abkmkhtbeany  hindenHice»  hcicnowes  asperfedlyascirct 
he  dudl  Know  it  ^  and  yet  he  goes  on.  Yea  the  otttchbo* 
tw.een  Cfarift  and  his  Churchisthat  whichhathbecnjdotting 
in  hoiven firoim  alietcmity^ic  ianot  a  fudden^  ra(h  moccb^ it  hath 
beentploctioB  between  the  Father  and  dbe  Sonne  fcomiCyer* 
lafting.  God  the  Father  giveth  confent  to  this  mafich*  God  the 
tlietolyGhoft  isXeottDdnw  the  hearts  ofhis  people  to  oofic  in 
and  confentto  thismtch^it  is  a  oiatcfaoatof  thedeepeft  judge- 
fRetitthat  ev^thsng  was  4one* 

Though  it  be  true  that  God  can  fee  no  vealbn  in«8  why  we 
(hooldwthudnitedtohts  Sonne,  yethe  canfeedbuadanoe^ 
reaftn  in  himiclf;  therefore  the  oennerlian  and  fidration'of  a 
fiaiid>is  not  oiiely  out  o(  Gods  mercy,  bntkisfrom  Gods  witdom 
too,  htfuce  the  Saipture  attribute^  our  ptedeftiiarionandottr 
cdling,  untohtt  wifiome  as  wdlas  umo  the  freendbof  hui 
grace,  as  B^.  i  ^ii .  Btimg  frui^tiMtedjttmrSwg  u  tbt  fmrf^ 

iti^notoindy  becaofeGod  wiU>7v«i(f4MW4R^  ^•amfeiwii 
kM99  mm^,l  wiUchooieibdigUnd  I  wiUnfafi:  f»cb,I  AiyaU  alo  it^ 
no,  but  It  is  «/^er  tin  OutlfeA  af  Mr  -wiU.  Weiiiioad«re^ 
uponoar wills Ainy  tiaio(to4lo  a  thingand  these  istno  ncafixi 
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for  it,  there  is  no  counfell  of  our  will;  but  God  even  in  this  thine 
that  wectnrecooreaj(bnfora.t  ill,  he  works  tccotdiog  to  the 
c^HnfellofhiswiUi  zx\d  Epbef.^^io.  the  Apoftle  having  faid be- 
fore, vrr/^8^,  tkat  face  wa?  to  preach  the  unfe^chmble  riches  of 
Chrifiy  he  iaith,  he  was  to  preach  it  to  the  intent  thit  now  ixiigijt 
he  made  kff^wne  the  manifM  itnfcdUme  ef  Giid.  In  all  thii^s  in 
the  Goipcl  there  is  a  great  detle  of  wifdome ;  Vocation  is  pneot 
themyfteiiesofthe  (iofpeUand  i  Cer.i.i^,  the  Gofpel- is faid 
tobe  the  fewer  of  Godandthe  wifedome  of  God  •  the  Apoftle  there 
inilances  in  one  thing,  which  one  would  rhinke  hathaslittleret- 
fon  in  It  as  any  thing  in  the  Golpel,  that  is,  theicavine.ot  the 
rich4  wife  and  noble,  the  grfsat  ones  of  the  world,  and  cauing  the 
peore;  but  herein  isnotonely  the  power,  but  the  wifedotn6of 
God,  God  doth  even  this  in  j  udgement.  And  although:  we  ctn  1 
now  undcrftand  little  or  nothing  of  any  reafon  that  there  can  be 
ofGods  cboofing  us  unto  himfelfe;  yet  this  will  be  made  kpown 
at  the great  day  of  judgement.  It  will  be  a  graat  part  of  the  glo- 
ry efthat  day  for  the  Lord  to  make  kpowne  the  counieilofiiis 
will;  we  now  know  his  will,  but  we  (hall  then  know  thecoun- 
fell  of  his  will,  and  praife  him  to  all  eternity  for  it ;  this  (hall  be 
the  glory  of  the  Saints,  that  thoy  (hall  fee  into  the  couUelfot 
Gods  willin  choofing  andcallTng  them,  and  letting  others  goe. 

Gods  betrothing  himfelfe  thus  to  his  people  i»  judgement, 
is  an  efpectallxeafon  c^the  perpetuity  of  tins  bet mthing.  1  vHI 
"htroth  thee  UHto  me  for  esuer  ;V^hyf  Firft,  it  is  inrighte^ufneffe^ 
therefore  it  will  hold  •  ^tconAXyr  iu%ipjttdgem<nf^  therd^oieit 
will  hold  too.  Things  that  are  done  raihly  &ldome  hold,  but 
though  wearefetuponthem  fortheprefent,  wee  quickly  undoe 
them  afterward,  butthat  which  is  done  in  judgement  holds ;  the 
calling  of  a  finncr^  and  uniting  htm  unto  Chrift,  is  done  in  judge- 
ment, therefore  it  will  hold,  that  i%  the  ground  of  the  petfeve- 
rance  of  a  (inner;  If  a  man  bd^bre  marriage  kno  weth  perf  c  Aly  all 
the  faults  his  wife  hath,  or  ever  (hall  have,  and  knowes  perfeAly 
heir  cftate,  and  all  the  incumbrances  h^alliiave  with  her,  yet 
lovethKcroutof  judgement,  fiirely  this  lovewill.hold;  It  is.fo 
betweeneCturift  and  his  Church  ;  Chrift  before  he.  betrathfi^h 
his  Church,  perfcdly  knows  all  the  f^lts  the  Church  hath^or 
fhallhave,  all  the(insthat£ver  (he  fiiall  commit,  a^d  all  the  in* 
' cumbraiKCS 
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cnmbrances  tnd  dUhonoiir  he  (bull  bare ,  yet  eut  of  jadsement 
hebc-trotkshcrtohimfrffci  therefore furely  this  will  hold.Com- 
fort  your  fdvts  with  this  Chriftuios,  though  there  be  many  fay- 
lings  after  your  comming  to  Chrift,  Chtift  knew  them  all  before 
you  were  uiiitcd  to  him^  yet  out  of  judgement  he  betrothed 
himielfemitoyoit. 

Tiicre  muft  ilfo  be  juJgemen$  oa  our  part5 ;  I  will  put  into  you 
a  judicious  heart ,  to  choofe  me  out  of  judgement.  The  Saints 
who  choofc  Cbrift ,  know  what  they  doe.  They  fhdU  bee  aU 
tMHghtofGodi  every  one  therefore  ehdt  hdth  heard^  and  learned  of 
the  Father,  commeth  unto  me ;  fiOkne  commetb  untQ  me>  but fuch 
as  arc  taught  of  God,  who  heare  andlcarne  ofthtFather^  they 
come  to  me  out  of  judgement;  i  Iq^an^  whom  J  have  beteeved^{m\i 
faed^txAb  wBtKftvety  Cfariftian  fay.  They  doe  not  come  to 
embrace  Chrift  and  his  wayes  out  of  novelty  ^  becaufe  they  arc 
new  things^  no  not  any  truth  of  Chrift,  out  of  oaeere  novel*^ 
ty  as  many  doe,  and.fo  vani£b  to  nothing;  thoi^hitistrac, 
there  is  al wayes  feme  new  excellency  in  Ghrift,  I  mcaoe  new- 
ly reYciled  ;  Ghrifl:  hath  alwayes  fomething  that  is  further 
rerealed  more  then  wee  knew  before ,  and  delightfoil  he  is  in 
that  regardj  if  wee  love  novelty :  It  is  not  a  fu|ficicnt  pka  a* 
againft  any  truth  ,  becanfe  it  is  now  revealed,  and  was  not 
knowncbefore;  aF<M.l2.  Beeftahlijhed  in  thofrefenttruth: 
though  trmhs  be  from  the  beginnings  yet  they  are  prelent  truths 
in  regard  of  manifeftation  :  But  the  Saints  muft  not  there&ne 
rcceivcthem ,  meerely  becaufe  they  are  new  totham,  neither 
muft  any  rejeft  them,  becaufe  they  are  but  now  cleiired,  whereas 
before  they  V\y  in  the  darke ;  but  all  out  of  judgement,  wee  muft 
examine  thim,  when  any  truth  isprefented,  though  it  feemcs 
new,  becaufe  you  heard  not  of  it  before,  rejeft  it  not  upon  that, 
neitherimbraceitupon  that,  but  try  it,  and  when  you  are  con- 
vinced, then  out  of  judgement  embrace  it.  Neither  uiaftthe 
Saints  follow  God,  or  any  way  of  truth,  meerely  kom  the  ex- 
ample of  others,  but  out  of  their  owne  judgements.  Perhaps 
you  fee  fuch  and  fuch,  of  whom  y  pu  have  a  reverent  cftcemt-,  and 
chat  jafdy  doe  thus  and  thus;  I  centeffe,  that  is  enough  to  put  you 
tip«)n  examining,  tobethinke  yourfelves,  fiirely  there  istibme- 
thing  in  it ,  or  dfe  it  is  not  like  they  would  doe  it,  but  that  inuft 
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not  be  the  oncly  rt  afonjbat  if  upon  ezaminttion  you  find  it  to  be 
good^  then  embrace  it  out  of  judgemetit,  never  reft  untill  you 
cotne  to  that  that  «iie  men  of  Samaria  faid  to  the  woman,  N0W 
vftMceve  thdf  thu  is  the  Mejftdh^  not  ^fcsmfe  rffty  fiyingt, 
becaufe  you  told  us  fo,  bmt  hh  have  hear  A  him  ^/tr  felves,  and  we 
kjtew  that  thk  is  indeed  the  Sdviottrefthewerld.  At  the  firft  they 
came  to  Chrift  Upon  her  relation,  but  they  did  not  belecve  in 
Chrift,  but  upCHi  feeing  and  hearing  Chrift  themielve$.  You  may 
come  to  examine  the  wayeSjthe  truths  of  God  upon  the  relation 
and  example  of  others,  but  you  iTiuft  not  engage  your  heans  in 
them  untill  you  fee  the  rtality  ePthem  your  lelves. 

Thirdly,  you  muft  embrace  Chrift  and  his  wayes  out  of  ;udg- 
ment,  not  out  of  fiidden  flaQies  of  afleAion ;  fodden  fkfhes  goe 
out  as  ibon  as  they  come.  You  have  a  notable  example  for  this, 
Luks  14*  1 5  •  ^^ffj  ^^^  ^^O  ^^^^  ^^1  ^^^  bread  in  the  Kingdemc 
efCed-  Ohthisisble&ddodrine  kidced.  But  by  that  which 
tollowes  we  may  find  that  they  were  (uch  as  prefently  went  to 
their  Farmes  and  to  their  Oxen ,  and  prized  them  btfore  Chrift, 
and  refufedto  eome  to  the  fuppcr.  Suaden  flafties  there  were  in 
thofe that  cry ed  Hefanna^  Hefanna^hxA  prefently  they  cry  Crtt^ 
cife  him,  crusifie  him.  lefi.  24,  i  p .  the  people  feemed  to  bemo- 
ved  with  fuddenaffeftions,  they  ynwMferve  the  Lord,  yet  that 
they  would,  but  they  canftdered  not  what  t^ey  faid,  Teucamtot 
ferve the LerdMthleJhtato  thtm.  SoDeut.^.zj.  Ag that  the 
Lerdettr  Gedhafh  faid  ttnta  w,  that  wiB  we  die;  but  prefently, 
faith  God,  Oh  that  there  were  fftih  a  heart  in  thisfeefle  tedeeitX 
The  truth  is,  they  know  not  what  they  (ay,  they  have  fiidden  af- 
feftions,bat  they  will  quickly  vani(h.  We  muft  choofc  Chrift 
out  of  Judgement. 

Againe,Dotchooiehimout  ofmiftaka,  we  muft  underftand 
who  he  is,  we  muft  (it  downe  asd  cm  with  our  felves  afore- 
hand  wtuit  we  arelike  to  (iifier  in  his  wayes.  Compare  for  this 
Caat.^.  9.  with  the  beginnii^  of  Chaf.  6.  jVhdt  is  thy  beloved, 
fiiy  they,  mere  then  another  beloved  f  Let  us  know  what  thy  be- 
loved is :  Then  the  Church  falls  a  commending  her  beloved, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  Chaf.6.  fVhithir  is  thy  ielovedgone?  whi^ 
ther  iithj  bHofvedttemedafids  f  thatwemajfeek,  him  with  thoo, 
that  booiay  be  our  beloved  too. 

Nor 
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Nor  out  of  bv-ends,  i3ut  out  of  a  right  knowledge  of  the  cz* 
cellencics  of  Ckrift,  hatbg  our  judgements  ovcficomc  that  way. 
We  tnuft  not  choofe^in  j  truth  or  wafcs  of  God,bccau(e  the  times 
Bivour  that  way ;  we  have  now  a  company  of  Parliament  con- 
vertSy  who  were  formerly  Prdaticall  and  cereaiomall ;  they  fee 
how  the  times  fway ;  this  is  not  out  of  judgement.  Every  Chri- 
(lian  fiiottld  be  a  /udicious  Chriftian.  Thofe  adome  Religion, 
they  ace  an  honour  to  Chrift.  As  the  more  ddiberation  and 
judgement  there  is  in  fin,  theworfeitls;  b  the  more  delibera- 
tion, the  more  judgement  there  is  in  godlinefle,  the  better  it  is. 
WhenafoulechooiethGhriftandhiswayesuponthiSj  Oh  I  fee 
«  beauty  in  the  Lord  Jefiis  that  I  never  faw  afore,  I  fee  him  to  be 
the  chara  Aer,  and  the  ingraren  forme  of  the  una«  of  the  father, 
in  him  dwells  all  treafures^  the  very  God-head  dwells  hi  him 
bodily,  heisthemoft  precious  among  ten  thoufand,  the  ways  of 
God  are  holy  and  righteous.  Here  is  the  rule  of  eternall  life, 
here  lyes  the  happinefle  of  the  rationall  creature,  thefe  are  the 
wayesthatmy  louleclofith  with,  and  ihall  cleave  to  for  ever, 
whatfoever  I  fufterinthem,forI  fee  theexccllency>  the  beauty^ 
the  equity,  the  glory  of  themi  the  Lord  is  worthy  of  all  honour 
from  all  his  creatures*  This  is  a  choice  will  hold.  The  world 
thinks  the  Saints  are  giddy  headed  people,  why?  becaufe  they 
cannot  (eeanyreafon  for  what  they  doe;  they  cannot  fee  bet- 
tome  enough  in  reafon  of  foch  for  wardrnfle,  and  ftri6i:nefle,and 
zeale  as  there  is  in  them ;  they  think  they  doe  incaUfcen  in  r# 
frigidd^  thatthqf  are  very  hot  about  a  very  poore,  fornr,  cold 
biftfinefle,  and  therefore  they  count  their  way es  folly ;  that  any 
oian  will  doe,  when  he  feeth  another  doe  a  thing  that  he  underr 
ftands  not  the  reafon  of,he  wil  either  fufpeft  his  own  judgment, 
or  etherwife  think  the  manfooli(h;  now  wicked  men  arc  too 
Broud  to  rufpe(^  their  own  judgements^  to  think  their  own  rea* 
ton  folly,  therefore  they  count  the  wayes  of  God  foolilhnefle. 
They  look  upon  Gods  wayes  at  a  diftance,  therefore  they  think 
there  is  no  reafon  for  them« 

It  is  reported  of  that  notable  CQnvertA/4rrMfff4^4^i«r,  that 
he  was  converted  by  afermonof  Pettr  Mitrtjrs^  coirming  to 
heare  him  he  expreffed  the  excellencies  of  Gods  ways,  and  the 
miftakes  of  the  world  jn  this  fimilitiide»  the  men  of  the  woild 
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(fidthiie)  miftake  Gods  wiys,  as  i\  %  man  fee  a  company  of  tnu- 
(itUifis  that  weit  playing  and  dancing  according  to  the  moft  ex- 
aftdft  rales  of  art,  if  he  fee  them  at  a  diftance,  he  fees  them  skip- 
ping and  leaping  op  Md  down  as  a  company  ok  mad  men,  and 
wonders  what  they  tneane^  Ixit  when  he  comes  nearer  and  hears 
the  mefedious  found,  and  obferves  how  all  their  motions  are  di- 
reftcd  according  to  rules  of  art,  then  he  b^ns  to  change  his 
thoughts ;  fo  the  men  of  the  world  look  upon  thfc  way  es  of  God, 
and  upon  the  Saintcat  a  diftanee,  and  they  think  the  moions  of 
Gods  pJeoplcand  their  wtycs  aremachiefle^  bnt  when  they  come 
nearer  andobfcnre  the  exadneffc  of  the  rule  they  walke  by,  and 
the  wifdomeof  God  that  appearSfin  them,  they  change  their 
/ udgements^  and  begin  then  to  think,  farely  there  is  fomething  in 
them  more  then  they  thought.Thlsfimilif  iideGod  bleffcd,fo  as  it 
was  the  meanes  to  convert  that  Noble  man,  and  made  him  leave 
allhispofltffionsin/M/if,  and  come  to  Gtntv^^  where  he  be^ 
came  foch  a  patterne  of  felf-denyall^  as  fcarce  any  A^e  ever  had 
the  like,God  working  by  fucha  thingupon  his  heart.  When  you 
comeneerc  Gods  wayesand  fee  themindeed,yoa  will  feeinfeiite 
yeaibn  in  them  j  and  charge  your  f elves  of  itifintte  folly  that  you 
(hould  have  fuch  low  thoughts  of  the  m  as  you  hare  had  • 

This  is  the  reafon  why  the  Saints  hold  en  in  their  ways. 
This  judgement  is  as  theballaftof  the  fhip;  many  hurry  on  in 
a  kinde  of  profeflion  of  Religion,  and  the  truth  is  they  knew  not 
what  they  donor  what  they  profefle^if thcr^  be  any  new  opinion, 
I  mean  notonljr  inregard  af  new  manifcftatien,  but  in  regard  of 
the  thing  it  f^prefently  they  follow  it  that  they  may  be  counted 
fome  body  and  feeme  to  go  beyond  other  men,  they  areas  a  (hip 
that  moveth  a  mighty  pace,all the  favles  are  up,and  windes  blow 
fairly,  but  there  is  no  ballaft,  fo  the  mjp  topples  up  and  down  but 
never  comes  to  the  end  of  the  voyage.  Lmk.%^6.y9\ittithe  feed 
was  fown  in  the Jt^ny grtMnd,  it^mng  uf  frefentlj^  but  becaufe 
there  wanted  moiftnre  at  the  rente,  it  withered  stmaj^  This 
judgement  is  as  Moifture  at  the  roote,  that  is  the  rcafen  that 
Max.  13.21.  we  read  of  the  ilony  ground  that  notwithftanding 
it  received  the  ward  with  jof^  yet  When  ferfecmtiem  Mrefe  betunfeef 
the  werd,\yy  and  by  they  Were  ^ffendid,  they  were  mightily  uken 
with  the  wayet  of  God,  with  the  great  things  oJFtheGofpel 
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«t  firftibnt  not  h«tim  jadgcment  ts  fMhc  as  fuJfFcring  cioie*  by 
ftnd  by  they  were  o£&ided.  If  times  (houLd  change  again,and  the 
advcrfary  ftiould  pretayle  (which  God  forbid)  we  fhaU  foone 
have  cxperiOTCc  enough  of  abundance  of  proteflbrs  who  have 
choien  the  ways  of  God  not  out  <rf  %}  udgement^  by  and  by  they 
wllbcofFc;nded. 

,  Thivily,iwiStetr0ththeeu)itomfi9$hvingkiniiHtfe.  Though 
Chrift  takes  us  to  himfelfj  and  will  not  caft  us  off,  yet  be  may  fee 
fuchfaylings  and/railties  inusas we  maybe  gritrous  andbur* 
thcnfomc  unto  his  ^irit,  we  fhallen/oy  but  little  fweetnefle 
'  in  our  cottimunion  together  thoHiugh  the  wretchedneffe  of  out 
hearts.  iiobithChriOiJ'i^iMhtrsthymmnt^miin  loviffghj^d* 
^^Jffy  tPy  heart  and  way es  toward  you  ihall  be  foil  of  gentkneffe 
and  fweetneffc,  tnd  I  will  put  fuch  a  frauielikcwifc  into  yoar 
hearts  both  toward  mcand  toward  oneanother^  yoa  {hallhav« 
hearts  full  of  fweetnefle  and  gentlenefle. 

The  Scripture  fpcakcs  much  of  t  he  loving  kindencffeof  God  to 
his  people  in  Chrift,  Efhef,  1.7,  The  excttding  rkhts  of  hiigtAct 
in  b^  ki^Afep  ffflvardr  m  iu  Chrifilrfm.  'Xit.'i.^.  After  tin  kind- 
neffeMdUveif  Godeur  Saviour  tctrntrdrmmMff eared-  Youhave 
thefe  E|jhhetsqiYen  unto  Gods /^m^f/fJr;^«^kindneffe,  Nek. 
^.17.  Murvethus  kindncfle,  ffal.  ^1,21.  iWernj^Zf  kiftdnefie, 
Pfainli9*'2.  EverlafiiHgVindntCkj  7/i.54.8*  Excellent  loving 
kindneflfc,  Pfal.'}6.j.  Atnltitnde of  loving kindcmSCi  ^yi.^3.7. 
Thus  RiU  is  the  Scripture  of  the  Ui^ng  kindnefe  of  God  towards 
us  in  Chrift. 

To  open  it  a  little.  The  kindneffe  of  God  unto  us  in  Chrift, 
confiftcth 

Firft,  in  the  freenefle  of  Gods  goodneffe :  kindneffe  in  a  friend 
is  feen  much  in  this^  whenhe  doth  a  thing  meerly  out  of  his  good 
nature  freely ,when  he  doth  a  kindnes  fo  as  he  doth  not  burtheair, 
he  doth  not  upbraid  his  friend  with  what  he  hath  done ;  as  he  ex- 
pels little  before,hewil  not  be  mercenary  ,fo  when  hehathdonc 
he  doth  not  upbrajd  him  with  it,  he  expefts  not  fuch  gjrcat  mat- 
ters in  lieu  and  rccompertce  of  what  he  hath  done,  asSiallmake 
his  kindneflt  worth  nothing,  but  leates  it  to  his  friend  to  anfwer 
hi  m  in  a  way  of  kindnefle  again  as  he  thinks  iit.  Thus  it  is  in  aU 
Gods  dealb^s  with  us,  he  looks  not  for  much  at  our  hands  be- 
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fore,  but  that  he  dothis  outofhisfreegrace^  he  doth  not  upbraid 
USy  hegive$h  MerdMj  a$$d  ufkrMjietb  na  man^  he  doth  not  burtlicii 
his  kindcnefletowards  us*  But  doth  not  God  burthen  his  kind- 
nefle  ?  herequketh  that  we  (hould  give  up  out  felves  unto  kiflj 
and  ferve^iim^  and  (offer  foe  him*  for  his  kindnefle ;  I  anfwer^ 
there  is  nothing  God  lequirethin  iiejiof  allhis  kindoefle  to  as, 
but  it  is  another  kindnefTe  in  God  to  enable  us  to  do  it,  and  a  fur- 
ther kindneffe  in  him  to  accept  it  at  our  hands  when  we  have 
done  it ,  therefore  his  kindncfle  is  free.  The  heathens  urtre 
vront  to  paint  their  GrslU^  their  goddefles  of  kindeoedenaked^ 
upon  this  ground^  becaqfe  all  works  of  kindoefle  (hould  be  free, 
notdeggdi^not  burthened,  ThebUfmg  rffhe  L^rdmal^th  rkhj, 
¥tHdhidddtihn0firrcwwitbif.  ThekindiTe(Iesorthis  world  arc 
ordinarily  do^ed^fcarce  worth  the  having;  the  kindnefle  of  God 
ooefoyitisfree. 

Again,  kindneffeconfHls  much  in  this,  in  our  tendernesover 
thofc  we  (hew  kindne(&  to.  The  kindnefTe  of  God  i|l  Chrift 
is  much  this  w^yj  in  teddrit^  our  weakne(re  and  dealiag  with 
usinallhis  wayes  accordiojgly,  lfd.^j^i6.  Iwiin^tconund  frr 
evir^why  ?  i^fi  phegftrifs  which  1  havt  wMdifimUf^dU  hefonmi. 
Heconfidereth  our  weaknc(re.  P/Si/.  103.13.  ThifLfrdl^amth 
9$ir  frMWHy  4ini  hf  rememhr^h  ihatwi  anhntdrnfi,  I&.40«ii. 
Chrill;4^Jb^/  tht  Lsmbts  whh  hu  arme^  dmtcarrjftb  fbnm  im  hk 
hfime,  4»dgentlj  Uddtth  thefs  thd$  an  whhypimg.  Efaj  6^  .p. 
In  his  cUmem:ie  (10  the  word  is)  he  redeemed  them^  4md  he  hare 
them,  undcdrrfed  them  alwajes^  centinmaUj.  Kindnes  makttS  one 
long^fuflfering,  he  bare  them  al  wayes  and  continually.  It  is  kind- 
ndle  for  the  man  to  contifder  all  the  weakne^  of  the  wife,  and 
to  deale  with  her  in  a  loving  way  accordingly,  tenderii^hcr 
good ;  this  is  the  kindnefle  of  Chrifl:  to  his  Church. 

Thirdly,  kindne(re  io  jpaflling  by  all  iofirixiitiei,not  taking  ad- 
vantages againfl  his  people  becaufe  of  them.  Chrift  takes  notice 
of  all  the  good  that  is  in  his  people  thoiu;h  it  be  never  fo  little,but 
that  whichlSa  weaknefTe  he  will  pafle  it  by  ;Ti&#  Lmrdisnet 
jtr^lt  te  marks  ^hat  we  do  amife,  but  the  Lord  is  ftrift  to  markc 
what  we  do  well,  if  there  be  ne  vet  fo  little  good  in  an  adion  that 
hathan  hundred  weaknefTcs  in  it,  Chrift  will  marke  what  good 
there  isin  it,  and  pa0e  by  ail  the  wttkncS^^Sarah  is  commended 
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bjr  Piter  for  calline  her  husbtod  Lfrd^iu  that  (pecch  of  liers  there 
Wts  nothing  bat  nnnefaving  that  worci,and  the  holy  Gfcoft  takes 
notice  of  that  one  word  and  lets  go  all  the  other*  If  thoa  aim  eft 
at  fervingChrifts&canft  appeale  to  him  that  thy  heart  \s  towards 
hiin,to  honodr  him  as  he  requireth,  I  fay  though  there  be  an  hun- 
dred weaknefles  loan  adion,  if  there  be  but  one  thing  goodj  all 
thy  weaknefTes  are  paft  by,  that  one  good  thing  is  taken no^- 
tice  of. 

Again^  kindnes  is  in  a  loving/weet ,  amiable  carriage  toward 
one  another  in  our  converfe  one  with  another.  Oh  thefwectj 
amiable  carriage  that  is  in  Chrift  toward  his  people  1  and  that 
Chrift  expeAslikewKe  from  them  to  him  again.  If  you  reade  the 
book  of  the  Canticles  you  (hall  finde  what  fweet,  amiable  ex- 
preflions  thereare  between  Chrift  and  iusChurch^what  rebound- 
ing as  it  were  there  is  oflorc  and  kindnes  one  to  another,TA;  Uvp 
is  Betur  then  mi*#(aith  the  Church  unto  Chrift ;  and,  thj  ieve  is 
tetter  then  wine,  faith  Chrift  unto  his  Church.  This  ought  to  be 
between  man  and  wife,  this  is  kindnefle,  i  Ger. 1 3.4.  Levels 
there  fiiid  to  be  ki^dt,  there  is  no  moroiity  in  Ioyc,  but  alia 
(weetnes. 

Fihly  ,  kindnes  is  in  eaiines  to  be  entreated,  l4m.  3.17. 
Peacedkhy  gentle,  Mnd  eajie  te  be  intredted:  Thus  in  ChrilV,  he  is 
-ea^  to  be  intreated  by  his  Church,  and  the  Cbiu-ch  (hould  ea(ily 
be  iDtreated,and  indeed  is :  when  the  hearts  of  thcScints  are  right, 
there  is  an  ingenuity  in  them,  they  are  foon  moved  to  any  fervice 
Chrift  calltth  for. 

Laftly,  kindenesiscompaffionate,  fenfiblcof  allfoftrings,  fo 
Chrift  and  his  Saints  mutually. 

Such  loving  kindnefleas  this  fhould  be  in  all  marriagc^com- 
munion;  where  there  is  this  loving  kindneffe  there  is  afweet 
con  jugaU  communion  indeed ,  and  to  far  as  any  of  this  is  wan- 
ting, fefarre  the  blefling  of  a  marriage  cftateis  wanting;  one 
reauMi  afflongft  others,  why  God  makes  fbmuch  ufeof  this  Al- 
legory of  marriage,  toexprefle  ib  great  a  myfteryof  godlineflfe, 
as  the  tmion  bet  weene  Chrift  and  hi s  Church ,  is  to  teach  thofe 
that  are  married  to  live  fo  together,  as  they  may  exprefle  all  that 
excellency  of  communion  that  is  between  Chrift  and  his  Saints. 
Now  I  put  itto  ytsu  who  ac^e  in  a  married  condition,  is  ^here  this 
loving 
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loYUigkindi-keGfeinyoii,  as  may  hold  foiththe  iovtog  kindntfle 
that  is  betwccnc  Chriil:  and  his  Spcxirc  ?  So  f,trre  as  you  waiit'm ! 
jiour  endeavours  after  this,  fo  farre  there  is  an  evill ;  when  you  go 
home  take  this  leflbn  with  you,  labour  to  walke  fo  in  that  way 
of  loving  kindneffe  one  to  another,  as  that  you  may  exprcffc  how 
the  loving  kindneCfe  of  Chrift  is  un :o  your  foiilcs.  There  arc  ma- 
ny frailties  in  the  man,  in  the  wife,  but  not  fa  many  frailties  as 
there  are  in  you  in  reference  to  Chrift,  Chritl  bearcth  with 
more  frailties  in  you  then  you  can  beare  with  in  your  wife;Chnft 
is  not  morofc  to  you,  he  is  not  a  bitter  husband  to  you-  I  hare 
read  of  M^nichs,  AmJUhs  Mother,  who  lived  necre  a  Heathen, 
and  ftie  had  a  vt^ryiU  husband ,  of  a  very  croflfe  andperverfcdi- 
fpcAtion  I  thisHeatlien'comes  to  her  one  time,  and  aslwd  her, 
how  cotnmeth  it  to  pafl&  that  you  and  your  husband  live  fo  well 
together  as  you  doe?  We  know  your  husband  is  of  a  very  aoffe 
andpcrverfedifpofition,  yet  we  fee  nothing  but  there  is  a  great 
dealc  of  fwectnt  flc  and  love  bet wecne  you ;  i t  is  not  fo  with  as, 
we  cannot  doe  fo  for  our  lives:  Mpnichs  gives  her  this  anfwer. 
It  m^  be/aith  (he, when  your  husband  is  untoward  and  pervcrfe, 
youareperverfeagaine,  and  y ou  give  crofle  anfwers  ;  outChri- 
IHan  Rdigion  teachcth  meothcrwifc ,  when  my  husband  com* 
meth  home  and  is  in  paffion,  Chriftian  Religion  teachcth  me  to 
be  as  loving,and  dutiful,  and  amiable  to  him  as  I  can^aod  fe  I  have 
gained  the  heart  of  my  husband.  It  were  a  happy  thing  if  all  wo* 
men  would  take  this  home  with  them,  and  learnc  this  of -^*- 
mcha,Aufii»jlAoihcT*  And  fo  ontheotheriide,  thcmanintcr 
fercnce  to  his  wife,  this  loving  kindneffe  is  betwcene  Chrift  aaid 
hisSpoufe,l€titappearcbetweenc  man  and  wife  whoprofcflfe 
their  intereft  in  Chrift. 

And  this  loving  kindnes  of  Chrift,  Ob-how  ftiould  it  dcaw  our 
hearts  unto  him  1  What  more  prevalent  meanesto  draw  thc^  lea- 
ving kindneffe?  Marke  thatScripture,to  ftxew  the  power  of  loving 
kindnes.  2  Chran.  1 0.7.  Jftbou  be  kindc  untf  this  feofle,  they  wig 
be  thyfervantsfor  ever^  fay  thofe  ancient  Councilors  of  Rehob^'- 
4IO, who  gave  lum  wifecouniell.  If  thisbec  the  way  to  draw  the 
heart/urely  Chrift  muft  needs  have  our  hearts»he  is  not  a  bloody 
husband,  but  a  kinde  husband  to  us,  letusthcnfoehicfcrvants 
for  ever.  It  were  a  good  IdTon  for  aU  Governours  to  confider  of, 
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thtt  it  k  kindnes  tkat  draws  the  hetrts  of  Mople » thejr  rule  not 
over  bcafts»  but  men^thereforeif  they  would  roleoYer  tlicm  with 
comfort  and  faftty  to  themfelvec,  they  (hould  rule  with  kindnes. 
Hence  Cdnt.  4.  i  o.  itiafaid,  that  the  Chsret  of  Solomon  wdi  pa- 
vedwiih  love  for  the  ddughters  of  lemfaUmjit  is  an  expreflion  of 
Solotmns  ^tntlcn^s  towardthe  people  of  Jerufalem.I  have  read 
oiAUxamier  Sever tu^  when  his  Mother  and  his  wife  Would  put 
him  upon  har(h  wayes ,  and  objeAed  to  him  his  mildnes  and 
yeildablencstohisfttbjeAs,  faying,  you  have  made  your  power 
more  contemptible  by  your  kindnes  and  yeilding  fo  much  to 
your  people;  his  anfwer  was,  Atfecttriorem^  but  more  fecure 
andlafting.  Certainly,  itwopldbeioif  Magiftrates  had  not  the 
evill  counM  of  young  Gallants  j  if  they  would  follow  ttie  coun- 
fell  of  the  ancient  Counicllors,  to  he  kinde  to  the  people ,  they 
would  be  their  (ervants  for  ever,  their  peace  and  fafety  would  be 
more  then  now  it  ift. 

Chrift  ezpeAs  loving  kindnes  from  you  unto  himieif e^and  lo- 
ving kindnes  likewiie  one  unto  another. 

Firft^  Chrift  expcAs  you  (hould  be  hill  0I  loving  kindncfleun* 
to  him.  Oh  blefled  Redeemer,  what  is  it  that  wee&oulddoe, 
that  we  (hould  be  kinde  to  thee  1  The  very  phrafe  feemesto  be 
too  low  for  Chrift,  that  Chrift  (hould  lookeforout  kindne(re. 
Yes  Chrift  lookcs  for  enr  kindnes,  and  he  prizeth  it  dearely,  no- 
thing in  the  world  is  prized  by  Chrift  more  then  your  kindne(]t; 
as  a  kind  husband  prizeth  nothing  in  the  world  more  in  his  wife 
then  kindnes.  But  how  kind  to  Chrift? 

Thus,  you  ate  kinde  to  him  firft,  when  you  cleave  to  him,when 
he  ftandeth  in  moft  need  of  you.  2  Sum.  1 6. 1 7.  faith  Abfalom  to 
Hujhi^  Is  thU  thy  kindneffe  to  thy  friend  i  that  is,  what  is  thy 
friend  in  danger,  and  hath  now  need  of  thee,  and  doeft  thou  now 
come  from  him?Is  this  thy  kindnefife  to  thy  friend?thoii  ihouldft 
now  be  with  thy  friend  in  time  of  his  danger  and  need,  and  that 
is  kindnefle.  So  I  fav ,  there  are  fome  times  v^herein  Chrjbft 
ftandethinmoreneedc^usthen  at  other,  in  fuf&ring  times,  in 
times  wherein  his  caufe  hath  many  enemies ,  and  our  help  is  cal- 
led for,  tf*  we  (hould  now  forfake  him  in  times  of  fufl&ring,  may 
not  Chrift,  nay  may  not  the  holy  Angels  and  Saints  fay ,  7/  tbie 
jour  kfndneff'e  to jomr  friend  f  To  come  to  Chrift  when  you  have 
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Secondiy^  it  sitindact  when  wee  Scrvt  Ghrift  in  tiie  aidft  of 
difficulties.  Youhave«noCabIepltceforthit,//r.3. a.  1  remuw^ 
her  the  ^imd^ff.efthj  j9Mth^  the  Iwe  efibimeeffntfiUs,  when  thm 
wemefk  sifter  me  imthe  wilJerwefi^  To  bee  Mrilline  to  feilow 
Cktift  intlic  wildemes ,  tluit  is  kandnes.  Chtift  &tk  not  ao- 
couDtitkiadaesfbrus  to  (ervrJum  when  wee  my  proper  in 
Us(crvifle»  when  ienring  of  Chiift  may  ftand  with  oarowne 
cndf ,  when  we  msy  keepe  our  (hop^  our  lands  and  poflcfiions, 
when  there  is  no  dfficulty  at  all  in  his  icrvice,  what  ereat  kind- 
nes  i$  this  f  but  when  for  love  to  the  Ordinances^  and  the  truths 
ofChnft,  you  arc  wiliii^  to  follow  Chrift  even  in  the  wilder* 
nes^thisisktndaes^andChrift  will  account  it  ib;  however  (bene 
men  have  thought  that  thtj  have  ihewen  freat  kindnes  unto 
Chrift^  in  that  they  have  ftaid  and  borne  the  bcmt ;  but  how  have 
they  boraeit  ?  byytilding  to  fqierftitioas  vanities ,  and  being 
ceremoniall  and  Prtlaticall ;  it  will  be  found  that  thofewho 
kavebeene  wiUiog  to  follow  Chrift  in  thewildernes«  out  of 
loveto  him>  his  truth  and  ordinances,  that  Chrift  will  resiember 
that  for  kindoei« 

Thirdly*  fbryraung  people  to  give  op  their  vonag  yeeresto 
Chrift,  thatiskindnes,  by  wav  oFaUufion  at  leaft  we  may  make 
ttfeofthatScrbtur^  /  rewnmier  tbek^tsbtefeeftiyjetttb;  when 
thy  bonesare  tall  of  nuuraw,  and  when  the  world  £tekes  todraw 
thy  heart  after  the  vanities  of  it,  when  thou  mayeft  have  thy  do- 
li^ht&andplealnres  inthefleihtothefiiU;if  then  thou  bedlwil- 
Itngto  deny  all,  and  to  give  up  thy  felfe  to  Chrift  ^  this  is  loving 
kindho9;oaethatisold  may  poffibly  come  to  heaven  nponcepen- 
taooe^bot  what  kmdnes  is  tlutt  for  him,  who  hath  nigh  worn  our 
all  ha  dayef  autftrengtkki  wayes  of  fm,  in  tlie  pleaforesof  the 
fle&,  and  now  whenheisgoii^outof  the  workl,  and  can  have 
aoaiorcpleaiureio  hisiin,  Jie  comes  to  Chrift  for  mercy;  what 
kindnes  is  here?  here  is  ftlfe^iove  indeed,  but  little  kindnes. 

Secondly,  loving^  kindnes  oneto  another,  i  mil  ietrsth  yu  mn^ 
tewJnhvmfitimiuejpp;  I. will  put  fucha  fpiritintoyouoflo- 
vingkindnes  unto  your  brethren,  as  I  have  towards  you;  The 
word  that  is  hetciif(xi for /ma^.i^'iii»r^  yottftiallfiiide  it  of-. 
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ten  in  Scripture  ukd  for  SMn$i  •  thofe  who  are  called  fW/t,  and   Lcft^  i  ( 

J'^ffr/inyoiirboekes*  in  the  Hebrew  are  called  i^3^tfif#/,  it 

may  be  at  well tranflated  i^Wr  ^ivr/ ;  asthus^  Pf4l.J{.i.Kn^wyee 

that  the  L§rAJi0thfnMf0rt  him  that  ug&dljfrr  UmfeJfi:  It  is  a, 

moft  admirable  text,  as  if  he  ihould  fay,  there  are  multitudes  ia 

theworld^andallthewcvldiaminei  but  I  lodke  upon  allthe 

"worlds  aarefofe in  comparifon  of  iomefew,  onely  here  is  a  gocU 

ly  man,  a  gedly  woman,  I  fet  theiHiapart,  they  are  tor  my  fdfc ;    "^^iDn 

bat  the  note  I  obfeive  is.  That  that  word  which  in  your  books  i$ 

g^Jdj^  in  the  Hebrew  is  rift#i^Mr  M»r,  the  Lord  hath  fet  apart    y(*0^ 

thok:  that  are  kinde,  thofethat  aieof  fweer,  gentle,  kinde  difpo-* 

/itions.  And  Pfat.  16.  lo.  Natfi^Wtr  thy  My  ^mtt^fte  temtf^ 

fttfii,  the  Hebrew  is,  not  fuflerfhy  kMe^iteto  (et  cormption^  it 

comesftom  the  fameroote  wit4i  that  that  hereistranflated  /#*-    D^1^r 

ving  kfnifiejfe.  So PpU. 1 49. 1.  Sing hU frdift in thi  fngregMP- 

mrfthtSaims^Kfthtkpfdi^mi;  and  the  fame  word  agameis 

>erfc  5.  Letthe Saints hej^fntingl&rji  the  Smmti^  that is^  tha 

kinde  enet^  notii^  what  an  ingredient  lorin^  kindnefle  is  to 

SatntfliipfUntogcdtines ;  thereforeit  is  not  enough  forChrifti-^ 

an^  to  be  godly ,  but  they  muft  be  kinde  one  unto  anodiertoo» 

1  Frt.i .  5  •  Aitd  HgeJltineffe  dddttretberly  kindneffe :  Yott  thinke 

you  are  godly,  but  are  yeu  of  arugeed  rough-he  wen  difpofition, 

fi]rIy,crueli)rfgid^{evcre,frowar(n  pcrverfe,  know  here  is  the 

exhortatlpn  unto  you  this  dav  from  God  ,  if  you  will  approve 

yowrlelrestobegodly ,  Jiddt  teyettr  geilineffe  hrethirlj  kind^ 

n^,  except  you  adde  that,  you  can  have  little  comfort  in  your 

godlines.  Itisin^eflibleindecdfor onethathaththe  powered 

godhfies,  and  hatlrthe  true  comfort  and  fwectnctof  it>  to  be  of  a 

ragged  and  rigid  difpofition ;  the  reafon  is,  bccaofe  there  is  that 

innnite  fatisBufHon  arl  may  £)  fay,  that  £ich  a  heart  hath  in  God^ 

that  there  is  nethini^  thatean  come  from  without  that  can  make 

fuch  a  heart  bitter,therei$fo  much  fweetftes^  in  that  fatisfaAion 

thath:hathinGod,asthQSeripturefaith,  Ag^ed  man iefatisJUd 

frm  hhttfe^ ;  that  it  is  not  all  the  bittcmeiie  from  without  that 

can  fowrc  fcch  a  heart. 

It  is  tnje  indeed  ifyou  have  a  veflai  of  honey,  alittle  gall  will 

tliakc  all  that  bitter,  but  if  you  have  a  vcffdl  of  gaB,  alittic  honey 

I  #ffinatmakethaffwcet:Butmgraceitittfaus;  though  there 
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b€  a  great  dealt  of  bitterndTe  in  a  man  or  wotntns  nature,  though 
they  bcof  nigged  natures,  yet  a  drop  of  true  favit^  grace  will 
f wceten  all  that  gall ;  and  if  they  be  once  ^ractou^^a  great  deale  of 
gall  andbittemeflfc  that  commeth  from  without  will  not  imbitter 
thatfweetfiefle. 

I  bcfcech  you  take  notice  of  this  one  note,  when  God  hath  left 
men  they  grow  more  padionate  and  froward  thenthey  were 
before ;  And  I  verily  believe  this  is  one  ground  otthe  froward- 
neire,and  paifionatenefTc  that  is  in  profdTors,  they  have  made 
breaches  between  God  and  theirfoulSj  their  peace  between  God 
and  them  is  broken*  and  nothing  then  can  give  them  content. 
As  ufually  it  \%  when  a  man  hath  beep  abroad  and  others  have 
angred  him^when  his  inward  comfort  and  joy  isgooe^then  every 
thing  angrethbim,^  heisplealedwithnotlui^  hit  countenance 
is  lowring,  and  he  is  untoward  to  every  onc^  and  why  ?  beouilc 
he  hath  loft  the  fweetnefle  of  his  own  fpirit,  and  now  nothing 
6om  without  can  content  him,  allfeems  bitteruntoUm^but 
let  this  man  go  abroad  and  things  fallout  well,  it  may  be  he  gets 
a  good  bargame^hears  of  excellent  good  news,  that  his  goods  are 
come  home  fafcly^  he  can  now  t>eare  a  hundred  times  as  much 
as  beforehand  you  can  fcarce  anger  him,  why  i  becaufe  his  heart 
is  filled  with  fweetnefle.    So  it  is  here,  let  a  Chriftian  walk 
clofewitbGod,  keep  his  peace  with  him j  he  will  have  fo  much 
fwcetnes  inhis  heart  that  itis  not  eafie  to  pcvt  him  into  anypaffion 
of  frowardne^^why  ?  he  hath  enough  within,perbaps£is  feiend, 
his  wife,  hisncighbour  is  crofle^but  his Chrift  isloving^  though 
there  be  liule  comfort  in  my  maniage  with  one  whoisfopoc- 
vi(hancf  perverie,  yetinmy  marriage  with  Chrift  there  is  utis* 
faftion  enough.    But  when  the  heart  hath  made  breaches  be- 
tween Cbrift  and  it  fdf,  when  it  hath  loft  the  fweetneffe  in  that 
marriage  communiont  no  marv^aile  if  there  be  no  fwettnesin 
the  other  marriage  communiont    . 

I  will  give  you  a  notable  example  of  this,  of  a  ouin  yfho  before 
his  breach  with  God  was  of  a  fweet  difpofition.  was  Very  miide 
and  loviiig,but  after  he  was  of  a  perverfe,and  craell,  andf  toward 
.  difpofition.  The  example  is  Saul ;  When  he  was  firft.  chofirn 
King,  how  humble  was  he  ^  he  acknowledges  himfelf  to  be  of 
the  IcMft  0fthe  trihes  BflfrMljoA  tlnUffk  inhkfaibers  hmfe^mi 
^    when 
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when fomerayled upon  him  and  faid^  fiMithismdmrfigm^wr 
M6  f  the  text  ixithjhe  heldhu peace ;  and  when  others  would  have 
had  them  kiUed^no^by  no  meanesthey  mail  not  be  flatn,  becauft 
God  had  (hewen  him  mercy  in  a  late  viftory  given  him.  But 
after  Satft  had  fallen  from  God,oh  the  rugged,  perverTe,  cruel  dif- 
pofitlon  of  his  fpiric  then,  even  to  lomdthan  his  (bn,a  gracious^lo- 
ving,  fweet  natured  fon,then  Thou/inm  rfthf  ffrver/e^reMipm 
womMH^hc  caft  a  javelin  at  him  to  kill  himythen  the  fourfcore  and 
five  t^riefts  in  the  cityoi  Not  muft  be  all  flaine  in  his  anger  ^ 
What  was  the  bottomeofallthisPIt  was  the  breach  between 
Gad  and  his  own  fpirit.  Oh  take  heed  of  breaches  between  G«d 
and  you>for  they  will  put  you  into  a  perverfe  and  froward  diijpo- 
fition.  What  doth  a  man  get  by  the  want  of  this  kindnefle  and 
loving  difpoiition  ?  He  troubleth  him(elfe.  Pro.  ii.ij.He  that  is 
cruel fii  a  narlh  difpo(ition,  troubltth  his  ^wnfiejh.  I  appetfc  to 
you,  doe  you  not  lofe  much  ofthcfweetnefle  of  your  livea,  you 
that  are  in  a  marriedcondition  ?  What  comfort  have  you  in  your 
Itvfs  when  there  i$  nothing  but  fbarling  at^and  eroding  one  ano- 
ther ?  you  trouble  your  own  hou&,  and  your  own  fle(h  •  whereas 
if  there  were  laving  kindnefle  bet  wixt  you^  it  would  fwcetcn  all 
your  CDi](if6rts,yea  all  your  croiles. 

The  loving  kindnes  of  a  man  or  a  woman  is  the  beauty  of  a  man 
or  woman.  Pro.  i  j*  ziJThe  kindnes  of  a  man^s  the  defire  of  a  man, 
faith  the  text  there;  And  of  a  woman  i^r^,  31.16.  among  other 
high  c&mendationsof  t  V^r t none  woman  Vf  ho  htd  dome exceMent" 
Ij^  this  i$one,TA^  hw  efkfndneffe  is  in  her  tongue^  kindnes  giveth 
a  law  to  her  mouth,  many,  women  have  no  law  given  to  their 
mouthes,  theirtongues  are  lawleile  when  they  are  angred,  but  a 
woman  that  is  commended  of  God,the  text  {Mhjihe  law  ofkind* 
nejfe  is  in  her  tongue,  the  kindnes  of  her  heart  doth  give  a  law  to 
her  mouth,and  that  is  the  honour  of  a  woman. 

•  To  be  ot  a  fweet.  kind  difpoHtion  is  an  exceeding  beauty,  it 
addesa glorious  lultre  to  any  man  livine,  Jfa.^o.6.AIl  JUjhis 
grage^andaUtbe  goodlineffe  thereof  is  as  the  fewer  of  thefield^thc 
word  isin  the  ori^inallnon  the  fame  word  that  is  here,  that 
word  which  (ignityeth  kindnejfe  is  tranflated  there  goodlinejfe, 
noting  that  kind»eflcisthe  goodlincflcof  the  (piritofamanor 
woman^  what  the  beauty  of  aL flower  is  to  a  flower  ,  that  is  kind- 
•  M  ro  m  m  }  rutt  ! 
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Apologia  for  th€  Chriftians  laitb  ^  that  tiietr  adverfin-ies  did  hate 
oncly  the  name  of  a  Chri^Un ,  they  hii  ixxhing  againft  the 
Ckiftiafia,  and  what  is  there  (aith  he  m  the  name  i  Norhii^  but 
that  which  is  good  and  lovely  enoughitiow  faith  he,  it  is  not  jqft 
!  to  hate  that  whickis  profitable  and  gentic^for  fo  the  wwd  figcA* 
fkth,  they  are  Chrifli^Mt,  what  if  you  call  them  Cbrifiiamdi 
;fjt^ ,  mld,fr§fitdtU  ?  for  fo  they  are  indeed^  they  are  nnfitMbic, 
getide,  fweet  natured  people,  and  why  (hould  yoa  hate  tbofc 
people  ?  2  C$r.6.6.  Beingfiiidwiih  th^  Mj  Gh$ft^  ^mikf^nts^ 
areputtogethet)  there  is  much  of  the  holy  Gheft  where  there  is 
Dtoch  kiodneffe*    The  fpirhof  Chrift  is  a  fpitit  of  Idndneflranii 
gentleset ,  and  thoi^h  you  may  think  thrt  your  ri^dnes  and 
riughnes  niay  ifgaeortrcnefle  of  fpirit  inyoo  ('for  itiion&KDy 


for  Rowttd  and  paflionate  people  to  think  they  haY€  more  brave 
fpkits  then  othen  j  but  know  that  your  fpirits  are  more  bafe  ind 
!  vile  then  tht  fpirits  of  others.  I  Will  give  yoo  onelv  one  text  fat 
'  that,  'y^«45  '^*  it  <s  faid  of  Chrifl/i»  tbj  nuqefij  ridtfr^fier^mfy 
becdmfe  #/  truth  4mA  meiknefe ;  now  the  fame  Word  that  is  here 
tranflatediwrAt.^^jl^j  %Smn.±2.i6.  is gentlmnftitk^ gi^ntlenege 
hath  made  wte  grtat ;  Mark,  gentleneffe,  magnifitencc  or  ma j efty 
miy  (land  togetherjyea  Chnft  is  magnificent  and  ioll  of  majef^ 
in  the  gentlenefle^  and  quietncs  of  his  fpirit,  riJt  em  im  thy  an^r- 
Pj  fr^^erenflj  htiM^t  if  tin  meekmft^  bccttife  of  thy  centlcnes. 
Would  you  haveabraveipiritlikeuntothefpiritofChriftinlut 
glocy  ?  let  your  ftiritabe  gentle,fweet,and  loving  fj»irits. 

/  will  betr$th  thee  ttnte  me  in  mercies* 

Loving  kfndneflc  and  mercies  may  feeme  in  the  reading  as 
if  they  were  the  fame,but  there  is  a  g;reat  deile  of  diflbencein 
them. 

jindim  mercies.^  Vifctra^  (o  the  word  \% ,  /  wit  htretb  thee 
ttnte  twffiife  in  ieweif.  Not  the  frttit  oncly,  bat  the  root;  dot 
the  water on^lyi  but  the  fbuntaine;  thou  fiialt  have  thefountain 
of  all  good,  my  very  bowels,  ftom  whence  flowesall  mercies. 
Wherefore  Cliiftiam,  you  need  not  feare  the  want  of  the  fup- 
ply  of  merdes,  why  ?  becaufe  you  have  the  fountainof  merctet 
rrpon^  vv  hence  they  fpring.  God  may  grant  t«  wicked  men  many 
ftoitsof  his  bounty  and  goodnefie;  yea.  bat  they  have  4)or  his 

bowels, 
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iiOMrci^^heyiiiVcnat  ^he^witiuiiCj  the  root  from  wlience  ail 
fprings* 

HcrcisrliehtppinefleofaChriftian,  not  onely  tohgve  mucli 
good  from  God,  but  to  have  fehofc  f  ery  bowels  from  wliencc  chat 
good  coinmtth.  Here  Jics  the  digoity,  the  glcwy  of  a  Cfariftian, 
the  TaftncSc  of  his  richer. 

Chriftians,  you  (hall  not  there&re  need  fearc  to  give  up  any 
mercy  God  calls  for  at  your  hands^  tor  youhav^  got  the  bowels 
of  mercytobeyours^youhairegotthefpring-bead  of  all  mercy 
tobeyours>  whence  you  may  fetch  all  feuonabley  all  fiitable 
mercies  when  you  will.  Here  is  the  reafon  why  many  who  are 
ctmall,  when  they  have  got  a  mercy  from  God,  they  keep  it  fo 
fiirej  they  are  afraid  to  lole  it,  they  are  loth  to  part  with  it,tbough 
God  cidlcth  for  it  d^ainc.  Why  i  becaufe  they  are  not  acquain- 
ted with  the  true  priviledgeofaChrtftian,  they  doe  not  know 
what  it  is  to  pofiefTe  the  bowels  of  God,  they  know  not  where 
togpefbrmore,therefiare  they  are  loth  to  part  with  whattiiey 
have.  Now  the  Saints  can  part  with  any  thing  for  God  Jet  him 
take  what  he  will  have,  iethim  ftripme  as  naked  as  he  pleafeth^ 
I  have  the  bowels  of  God,  I  have  the  fpring^head  togoe  to  for 
all  mercies  agauie.  It  is  true,  if  there  were  want  of  water,  and 
you  had  onely  water  in  aciftcrne,  if  your  neighbour  c^snit  to 
borrow  of  you,  you  would  be  loth  to  lend  any ;  but  if  you  have 
a  weU-fprtng,  and  a  feuntaine  that  never  was  dry,  and  never  wil 
be  drawn  dry,  is  it  a  great  matter  for  you  to  lend  water  then  ? 
-So,  it  is  mie,  the  men  of  the  world  are  needy  creatures,  chey  have 
fomethins  indeed,  but  it  is  as  water  in  a  ciftern^  when  that  is 
gone^y  think  that  all  is  gone,  therefore  they  will  not  lend  iXy 
no  not  unto  God  himfelfe  when  he  calls  for  it.  But  the  Saints 
havcthebow^kof mercy,  thefprii^-hcad  of  all  mercy,  there- 
ffore  whatibever God  cilWfor|they{)reremly^iay,  Lord  h^ce  take 
all,IknoWwh€retohavtitagaine,  and  much  more  thca  that. 
This  makes  godly  men  b  uigenuous  for  God^  and  fo  freehearted 
to  htm  and  to  his  fervaots. 

/  wik  keiTBiktbiemnUme  inmercUi. 

Alittletofearchinto  thefe  mercies :  It  is  an  argiTmoDt  that 
hath  much  depth  in  if . 

Firfl,  they  area  depth  fwMlo  wingup  thegrcateft  eviU  of  fin 
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or  afflidtion.  IF  you  flioald  poare  t  paile  of  water  upon  die 

flanchers  in  your  chamber,  it  leems  a  great  dealeof  water,  like  a 
sttlefea ;  but  take  a  paile  o(  water  and  poure  it  into  the  deep 
Ocean,  and  it  i$  there  fwallowed  up,  and  appeares  nothing. 
Ouraffliftionsthatareiponus,andour  fins,  in  themCelvta  ap- 
pcare  great,  but  when  they  come  to  be  fwallowed  up  in  thefe 
bowels,  in  thefi:  depths  of  Gods  mercies  m  which  he  betrotheth 
himftlfe  onto  us,they  areas  nothing  in  comparifoD.Therefbre  the 
Scripture  bathiiich  ftrange  expreflions  o(  the  wondcrfiilnes  of 
Gods  mercies  to  his  people  in  Chrift. 

The  Scripture  hath  three  notable  words  to  expreffe  the  fulnes 
of  Gods  mercies  in  Chrift.  The  firft  is  Efhef.  2^j.  the  A^MmLutt 
riches  efhisgrdce^  the  riches  that  are  caft  in,  over  and  aboye. 

if  he  fecond  word  is  in  Rpm.%.%o»  The  grace  efGei  hmb  hem 
mere  then  exceeding^  there  is  aiecond  <sdfr. 

And  a  third  is,  i  Tim.  i  .14.  The  grace  ef  Ged  was  exceeding 
4^Miii4ii^,ithadapleoDarireafore,  yea  biit  here  is^frnfer^pUe^ 
nafme.  Herearethree  KoSps  put  upon  Gods  mercy,  to  note  the 
riches  of  the  gloiy ,  and  depth  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift. 

Secondly,  confider  thefe  mercies  in  the  e&fts.  «They  (et 
on  worke  all  that  is  in  God  for  the  good  of  his  people.  It  there 
beany  thing  that  Gods  wsfilome,  or  power,  that  all  that  bleP- 
fednes  that  is  in  God  can  doe,  for  the  bowels  ot  mercy  yem  to- 
ward thee,  and  they  will  fet  all  on  work  for  thy  good,if  tfaoa 
beeftinChrift. 

Yea  further,  know  that  it  is  foch  mercy  as  it  is  the  great  dc-. 
figne^  yea  the  greateft  defigne  that  ever  God  had  fix)m  all  eterni- 
ty to  honour  this  his  merqr,  to  fet  out  the  infinite  glory  and 
the  riches  ofthis  his  mercy  in  Chrift.  Certainly  God  had  great 
deHcnes  in  doing  fuch  great  things  as  he  hath  done,  but  above  all 
the  defignes  that  ever  God  had  in  ailhis  works,  that  is  thechiefe, 
to  glori^e  the  riches  of  his  mercy  in  Chrift.  They  arc  indeed 
bowels  of  mercy  when  they  are  fuch  as  in  the  glory  of  which 
God  attaineth  his  great  dcOgne  in  making  the  world,  he  would 
never  have  made  the  world  had  it  not  bcine  for  that. 

Fourthly,  Thty  are  the  heart  blood  mercies  of  ]b$us 
Ch&  I  s  T,  they  are  fuch  mercies  as  are  worth  all  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  and  his  blood  was  ceruihly  mofl  precious  blood,  when 
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Cbfift  fees  tny  Converted  tnd  brought  home  to  him*  to  be  made 
afub/eA  of  God«  mercy^  he  thinkes  his  blood  well  bcftowcd, 
The  text  itxthhe/haifie  his  ffed^andhis  fanU  fiallbffstisfUd.  I 
hare  enough  for  all  the  blood  I  (bed.  Indeed  I  came  from  my 
Father  and  was  made  a  ferfant^  acurfe,  Ifafieredthewrathof 
my  Father^  my  blood  was  fhed^  but  if  this  be  the  fruit  of  it 
that  fuch  and  fiich  a  foul  fliall  hare  this  mercy^  1  have  enough  for 
all  my  bloodj  am  glad  that  erer  I  (bed  it. 

Yea  God  the  Father  is  well  pleafed  with  it»he  thinks  the  blood 
of  Chrift  but  a  valuable  price  to  purchafe  fuch  mercies  as  theie. 
As  for  all  the  glcvy  of  the  world  God  can  give  that  unto  men  that 
he  hates^to  reprotMtes^at  LMber  faith  of  the  whole  Turkifli  Em- 
pire, it  is  butacrummcof  bread  that  the  Mafteroi  the  hou(e 
throwestohis  doggs;but  when  it  commethto  his  mercies  in 
Chrift, they  are  iiich  as  are  worth  the  blood  of  hisSon^thatmuft 
goto  be  the  price  forthepurchafing  of  them* 

6.  They  arefiichmercies»  as  God  beftoweson  purpofe  that 
he  may  declare  to  all  eternity  before  Angels  and  all  his  Saints, 
what  God  is  able  to  do  for  a  creature,  to  what  a  height  of  ex- 
celleocy  tnd  glory  thefe  infinite  mercies  are  able  to  raifea  poor 
creature  unto.    Thefe  muft  needs  be  great. 

Yea  they  are  fiick  as  muft  be  the  <£jeft  for  Angels  and  Sainta 
to  admire  at,  adore  and  magnifie  the  name  of  God  for,eyerr 
laftingly. 

What  (hall  I  fay  more  in  naming  any  fruits  of  theie  mercies  i 
Such  mercies  as  whereas  before  finne  made  thee  to  be  the  objed 
of  Gods  hatred,it  makes  thee  no  w  to  be  an  objed  of  his  pity,  God 
takes  the  rife  from  thy  (innc  to  flicw  his  mercy.  Take  heed  of 
abniingit^itischildrensbrcad,  that  which  I  now  fpeake,  let  us 
not  flnnethat  grace  may  abound,  God  forbid,  feeing  thy  (in  can- 
not overcome  Gods  goodnts,  let  Gods  goodneflfe  overcome  thy 
finne ;  Onely  let  uslearne  to  admireat  thefe  riches  of  mercy  in 
Chrift..  And  let  us  exercife  much  faith  about  them.  Certainly 
we  (hould  thrive  in  godlineffe  much  more  if  we  did  exercife  faith 
in  the  bowels  of  God  in  Chrift.  Thofe  kind  of  fruits,  as  your 
Apricocks  and  your  May»*cherries  that  grow  up  by  a  walUn  the 
open  ian-aune,and  have  the  hot  reflexion  of  the  fun,  come  to  be 
fboner  ripe  and  have  more  fweetneffe  then  thofe  that  grow  in 
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(hadjr  places ;  your  graife  yba  know  tiiat  \b  ikadcd  by  the  trees, 
in  Orchards,  is  fo wre ;  So  that  fruit  that  Chrtftians  bring  forth 
DnderdifcouragemcntsanddifpftiringthoaglttSy  i^  very  fowrc; 
ibme  things  ^ley  doe,  confcicnce  hales  thera  to  d^aties ,  but  alas 
it  is  ib\Vre  fruit;  thoaghit  be  b^:tter  to  doe  what  confcicnoett*- 
quires  then  not,  for  we  mudnot  goe  againft  confcience ,  butto 
doe  it  iDecrely  becanfe  confcteooe  hdea  to  it^  it  is  but  (b  wre 
grafle.  But  when  a  Chrifiian  can  by  faith  iet  himfd^  beforetfae 
Sun-ftiineef theie  oierdes  of  God  in  Chrifti  and  continually  lire 
in  the  midfiof  the  hiftreoftfae  grace  of  God  in  Chrift^he  groweth 
ripe  fboncr,  and  his  fruit  is  fweeter* 

You  may  know  whether  it  be  the  Ssn  ofrigliteoorne<&  or  no 
that  you  are  fet  in,  Dochycnir  fruit  grow  rtpc?  and  is  it  fwect 
ffuit  ?  Thofe  who  talke  OT*mercy, andof  CnrUl ,  who  have  the 
natoe  of Chriiltathdr  aiouths^butistheir  fruitfowre,  does  no- 
thing come  frooi  them  but  crabbed  ^^nit  ?  thefe  men  are  not  in 
the  Sun, they  arebiinde,ihey^annotieetfae  Sun,  they  are  but  in 
a  lighter  their  owne  fatxie ,  and  in  a  heat  of  their  owne  ma* 
king. 

Bfhff.^.  18^  ip.  the  Apc^le  prayes  for  the  Ephefiaois^ 
that  they  may  be  4^/r  to  c§mfrehesUy  vdsat  is  thi  hreith^ 
snditngth^  Mnidtfth^  .dndJuigh.af  the  rkbis  tf  God  in 
Chrifi  :  Marke,  the  Philofopht^rs  tell  us  but  <>f  three  de- 
menfions,  but  here  are  foure;  but  what  is  the  fruit  of  this? 
jln40h0Hjm  way  kpow  thi  love  of  Chri^  that  fafuh  know* 
hdgeythAtjtmightbe^itdwitbHUthtfmlnigtofOadi  Here  is 
the  effeft  c^it,  whcfn  we  come  to  know  the  breadtii,  and  length, 
and  depth,  and  height  of  Gods  love,  and  have  that  knowledge  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  that  pafleth  all  naturall  knowledge^  then  we 
come  to  be  Ailed  wxtii  ail  the  fulnefle  of  God.  Here  now  is  a 
glorious  Chf  iftian,  a  Chciftian  filled  with  all  the  fulneflfc  of  God* 
Would  yoii  be  fo  ?  Learnc  thei)  to  exercife  h\xh  much  about  the 
infinite  riches  ofthe  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  this  will  fill  you 
with  all  the  hilnes  of  God,  youcomplaine  of  barrennes  and  emp- 
tines  in  y^or  hearts  and  lives ,  it  is  becade  you  exenufe  fo  litde 
faith  in  the&  mercies  of  God  in  Chrifi* 

Gedbetrpthethhis  Church  unto  himfeUe  in  merdes,  in  bow- 
els. Let  us  learnc  to pleadethcfe  mercies  before  the  Lord,  to 
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pletdethem  when  we  ue  in  my  ftrait,  topleadewitfaGodfor 
bowdSf  Bfiy  ^3  • '  5  •  L^kg  Jiowmfr^m  hestven  ^  and  ktMdfrmn 
the  hMmfUfklrfthj  b^iimipandthjigi^rf^  wherektl^  x^dteMd 
thy  finngthf  the  fmnJUng  pfthj  bvweh^  mU  cfthj  mercies  tewMrJs 
m  ? are  $%eyrefirMiifedf  Laid  i  haft  thou  not  Aid  that  theu  wilt 
betroth  tby  Church  unto  thy  (eUe  in  bowels  ?  Where  is  the  foun«- 
ding  ofthy  bowels?  Lord  let  us  hare  thefe  bowels  of  thine  in 
which thouhaft  betrothed  us  throi:^h  Chrift* 

Oh  what  confufion  will  there  be  one  day  unto  thofc  that  ftiall 
lufleofallthefe  mercies  of  God,  io  which  the  Lordhathbc- 
crasfaedhiinfelfeuntohis  Church  I  Wheat>  wiilyou  coDt«it  year 
felfres  now  with  cmios  thatGod  cafteth  to  dogs^with  the  fruits  ci 
Goctsgenerall  bounty  6c  patience, when  you  heareot  jfiich  glori- 
ous mercies  asarc  in  Was  Chrift?Thefc  things  (honld  foraiie  our 
heaits>  that  we  (hould  proteft  as  Lmker  did ,  I  pcoteft^  faith  he, 
Gad  {haU  not  put  me  off  with  thefe  things  of  the  wcn-ld^  with  tby 
portion  here.  Oh  no,  the  Lord  hath  Ibewed  me  greater  riches, 
thoi^hl  be  unworthy  of  any,  ytt  I  know  his  inercy  isfree,  why 
then  fhould  not  I  have  my  portion  in  thefe  glorioosthings^ 

Comeinthen,co]ntindhftnfnllfeule,  be  in>lDve  with  Jefiis 
Cbriftandthe  wayesof  godlincs,  know  that  all  thefe  mercies 
are  tendred  unto  tuy  foulc  this  day,  to  brcake  thy  heart /even 
that  hard  heart  of  thine,  and  they  are  as  free  for  thee  as  for  any. 
There  is  nothing  mcvre  pleating  unto  Cod»  then  for  thee  to  bee 
taken  with  the  glory  of  the  riches  of  his  mercy.  Thou  canft  pcr- 
formenodutyibacctrptablettntoGodasthis,  to  have  thy  heart 
brcake  upon  the  confideitationai  his  bowels,  to  have  thy  bowels 
yerne  aj^aine,  and  to  come  inanddoie  with  this  infinite  rich 
and  g^rjous  grace  of  his* 

Which  if  thou  doeft,  knowthat  the  firft  moment  thoa  art  uni* 
ted  to  Chrift,  thoudoeft  htochinto  the  initaite  Ocean  of  mercy, 
nowthon  brcatheftiiztfac  element  of  mercy^  now  thouliveft  up- 
on neching  bat  mercy. 

Is  it  fo  ?  Then  know  God  expeds  a  metcsftdl  difpofitien  from 
thee  too.  God  betrotheth  thee  in  righteonihes  ,  and  ptitteth 
righteoufaesir^cthee;  in  judgement,  and  givesthee judgement 
too;  in  loving  kindnes,  and  makes  thee  loving  and  kindelikc* 
wi4;  and  in  merdet,  and  putteth  meroesinto  thee,  bowels  idto 
,  thcealfo.  N  n  n  n  2  Firft, 
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Firft ,  toward  himfdfe.  Why,  can  wee  be  mefciftdl  unto 
God  ?  What  good  can  wee  doe  to  God  I  ■  God  expefts  you 
flioold  have  bowels  toward  him  ;  How?  Thus.  Detft  thou 
ft  e  the  name  of  this  blefled  God  thy  husband  to  be  difhonottred 
in  the  world  ?  Oh  thy  bowels  Hiould  yerne ,  thou  jfhouUeft 
Kave  bowels  working  now.  What,  doth  God  lookeupon  thee 
in  thy  blood,  in  thy  mi(ery,  and  doth  his  bowels  yerne  towtrd 
thee?  Canft  thou  lookc  upon  God  in  hisdiflionour,  and  his 
caufetraaipled  under  foote,  and  doe  not  thy  bowds  yeroe  to- 
ward him  ?  It  fhould  pitie  thy  foule  to  fee  this  bleffed  God  to 
be  (b  much  diihonoured  in  the  world  as  he  is,  to  fee  that  there 
arefo  few  in  the  world  that  love  andfeare  thisGed,  who  is 
thy  God  and  hath  done  thee  fomuch  good.  What  v^  there  any 
good  caufe  up  wherein  the  name  of  God  may  bee  honoured? 
Thy  bowels  fliould  worke  prefently  toward  k.  CMI.5 .4.  Mj 
lfel9veJLfH$j>u  hand  by  thf  MUcfthedopre^  ani  my  hwwtls  wprt 
waved  for  him;  When  Chrift  did  but  begin  to  open  a  doore, 
put  but  in  his  hand,  when  there  was  any  good  but  beginning  to 
be  done ;  Oh  my  bowels  were  moved,  faith  the  Church ,  and  I 
could  never  be  at  quietuntilll  had  enquired  after,  yea  and  found 
my  beloved.  Is  there  any  begmning  to  let  in  Chrift  into  the 
Kingdoms  in  his  government  amongft  us?  Doe  weefeelehim 
putting  in  his  handatthe  doore  ?  (certainly,  if  we  be  skilled  in 
the  way  of  Chrift,  wee  may  teele  Mm  putting  his  hand  in  at  the 
doore)  Oh  that  our  bowels  would  yerne,  and  caufe  our  hearts 
tofiowtothebountifulnesof  theLord,  and  /oyne  with  Chrift 
iQ  that  blefled  worke  of  his  that  he  is  about. 

Our  bowels  qiuftalfo  be  toward  the  Saints.  It  is  extreamly 
againft  the  Spirit  ot  Chrift  for  a  Chriftian  to  be  hard-hearted  ten 
ward  his  brethren^  Chrift  expeAs  bowels*  And  as  you  would 
account  it  a  grievous  mifery  to  have  your. bowels  rotten,  ta 
have  difeafes  in  your  bowels;  know  it  iS' as  great  an  evillto 
have  your  hearts  to  bee  unmerciful],  that  is^Jtohave  a  difeafein 
your  bowels,  fo the  Scripture  pbrafeis.  Amos  1*11.  He  cafteff 
aSpUie^  andhU  anger  did teare  perfetuaily,  fo  it  is  in  vour  bookes; 
but  the  words  in  the  Origlnall  are.  And  correfftedhU  kcfweU  ; 
their  bowels  were  corrupted  when  they  werenot  pitifull  toward 
their  brethren  in  mifery.  It  was  a  grievouS' condition  that  leha- 
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ram  was  in,  a  Chren.  2 1  •!  5  .when  his  bowels  camc  forth  by  rw- 
Ibn  of  his  dtfeafe.  An  unmerciful  heart  \s  a  worfe  difeafe  then  this. 

What  are  we,  and  who  are  we  that  Gods  mercies  fiiould  be 
fliewcn  toward  us?  why  notour  mercies  toward  our  brethren 
then?  The  Scripture  calleth  exceedingly  for  mercy  in  the  Saihts 
to  ward  one  another.  Cohf.3. 17.  Put  §n  m  the  EUH  $f  God  bow- 
els  efmercj  and  kindnefe.  Would  yon  have  an  argument  unto 
yourfelvesthatyouarcGodsEleft  ?  put  on  bowels  then.  Ne- 
ver was  there  time  fince  you  lived,  or  your  forefathers  lived, 
w  herein  God  called  for  bowels  more  then  now.  Doe  you  hearc 
of  the  miferies  of  your  brethren ,  their  goods  fpoy  Ic  d ,  houtcs 
burnt,  wives,  children  ravifhed ,  themklves  imprifoned,  their 
bodies  wounded,  and  yet  no  bowels  all  this  while;  what,  yeu 
hard-hearted  in  the  meane  time  ?  Are  you  the  elcA  of  God?  Why 
I  pray  you,  what  isyour  flefli  more  then  the  flcrti  of  others? 
What  areyourcomfortsmorethen  the  comforts  ofothcrs?Why 
(hould  you  lie  foft  and  fafemore  then  others  ?  Is  there  any  fuch 
differenccbetweeneyou  and  your  brethren,  that  they  (hould  be 
in  miferie,  and  you  muft  be  pampered,  and  fcarcefetle  the  vcrie 
windetoblowon  ycai,  and  yet  in  the  meane  time  your  hearts 
hardened  towards  them  ?  It  h  true,  God  it  is  that  hath  made  the 
difference  you  will  fay;  and  God  may  make  a  difference  •where 
he  pleafeth:  I  grant  it,  and  it  would  not  crieve  God  to  make 
fiich  a  diffetence  betwecne  you  and  them,  irhe  faw  your  bowels 
yerne  towards  them.  But  it  God  layes  fuch  iffliftions  upon 
your  brethreiTwho  are  better  then  you,  and  have  done  more  for 
him  then  ever  you  have  done,  and  yet  you  are  hard  heafted,  this 
w  iUgrievc  God  at  the  heart,  i  hhn  3.17.  He  that  feeth  hi^  tre-- 
t her  hdth  fifed,  Mwd/hmtithm^his  howils  ej comfajftonfrom  him^ 
hpw  dwelleth  the  leive  of  Godwin  him?  If  thou  haft  be  wds  and  thut- 
tcftthem  op  from  thy  brother,  fiirely  thou  never  kneweft  what 
the  love  of  God  meant.  ' 

Marke  that  place*  C<?r.^,8.  What  incooraging  expreffions 
we  havcuntoboonty  and  liberality  toward  our  brethren,  for  the 
opening  of  our  bowels  towards  them,  God  is  able  temal^aS 
grace abeHndiewards jen,  that yealrvaje^ havingaU  fn^ciencjin  \ 
aU  things  may  ahonnd  f  evsry  good  worke.  There  is  no  fuch  text  I 
in  all  the  book  of  God  to  incourage  to  the  opening  our  bowt  Is  i o 
Nnnn  3 the  ^ 
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the  tdminiftriag^tg  the  neceflidi$«f  the  Sants,  for  tlat  Scrips 
ture  it  broQght  to  that  end»  thtt  part  of  th«  Chapter  is  ipcsr 
about  thttC  argument »  if  you  bcleeve  tn^  tbing  in  the  Soip-  ' 
turcj  if  yoj  have  have  any  exjperience  of  Gods  bowels  fiowardsj 
you ,  read  over  this »  and  (ee  if  it  will  not  op«n  your  bow- 
els.    God  is  Me  $omakf^  gr€C0'4btmi ;  Grace  Ab^tmd^  that  is  j 
fomething ;  aU  grgce^  that  is  more ;  but  mU  k^inA^f  gr^ce^  that  • 
is  more  then  that,  and  that  fcam  Gods  alm^hty  power  too  j  but  | 
that  is  not  enough,Marke>  thaij§M  always  having  a&  [ttpcutuy  im 
aUthings.  Itwereeooughone  W9uMthinkGo4lhcn]ld&y,you  ; 
(hall  have  thh^  ncedfull,  no  you  (hall  have  W/  things^  If  he  had ; 
faid  thu$>y ou  mall  have  fufticiency  in  that  you  have^thacis  fome-  ' 
thing^no  but  you  niallh:ive^//  thiffgsav^fmffisiettcy  inalltbiags, 
and  ali  fufficieney  In  all  things.     Yea  but  I  may  want  before  I 
die  ?  No^you  (hall  have  always  allffffficifmy  in  allthimgs.  Wellj 
this  may  aiakeus  do  rooncthingi  you  wxy  thinke  if  I  do  this  good 
work,  and  another,  and  anot her^  I  hope  I  do  my  part ,  no  but  you 
muft4^tf*»^,youmufl:  do  every  good  work  and  abomd  in  etrery 
g(Hd wark^.    But  I  ihall  draw  my  felf  dry  if  I  be  fo  abundant  iii 
every  good  work;  No,  God  is  abletomahi'all  grace  in  you  to 
abound  to  wards  you,  thas  joh  always  having  all  fn^cieuty  inali 
things  maj  abound ;  You  fluU  never  be  dra wen  dryjfor.you  have 
the  bowclsot  Gods  mercy.    ^/cA-^wJifygivii^ large  gifts,  ibmc 
asked  him,what  will  you  keep  for  your  felf?  .y^j^^iih  he,l  will 
keep  Hope  for  my  fulf,I  make  account  that  fiili  there  are  greater 
things  commingforme  ^  what  he  had  he  gave  away,  becaufcbe 
had  a  fpirit  that  looked  after  and  hoped  for  great  tbmgs  to  come  j 
certaiiilyChrifl:ians  have  that  left,  always  they  have  hope,  they 
tnaycxpeft  great  things,  why?  becaufcthey  have  the  bowels  of 
Gods  mercies  to  be  theirs. 

One  thing  more  (to  knit  all  together)  all  righteoafiiefle,  all 
judgement,  all  loving  kindnes,  all  mercies  cooaes  from  God 
through  our  union  with  Chrift. 

Though  God  bean  infinite  ocean  of  goodnc(le>  yetwecanex- 
ped:  nothing  from  God  but  through  our  union  with  Chrift. 
Man  hath  brf  eited  the  title  he  had  to  all  thegoodncs  of  God^  and 
now  the  title  upon  which  he  is  to  hold  all^  bts  good,  it  is  the  uni- 
on he  hath  with  thi&  husband^  with  JssusC^rist,  by  vcr- 
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cucof ^Us  marriage.  Wkenfocver  faith  goestohecveaforany 
goe^^in  God>it  socth  to  heaTCn  by  vcrtae  of  this  rightjand  oth- 
taiineth  all  the  gooditgets  from  God  byvertue  of  that  conjugall 
union  the  foul  hath  with  JbsusChrist. 

How  blefled  then  was  the  time  when  Chrift  was  firft  revealed 
to  the  Church  I  Cant.  3 . 1 1 .  BehsU  King  Solcmon  with  the  Crown 
wherewith  his  mother  crowned  him  in  the  dstj  of  hU  e^ooifids^  in 
theiitfofthe  gUimsof  hish^art^  .  Theie  things  opened  in  out 
diptniialswith  Chrift,  muft  needs  make  that  day  the  day  of  the 
-gladnes  of  our  hearts,  oh  how  d<.  are  (hould  this  Chrift  thy  hus- 
band be  unto  thee  I  how  happy,  when  thou  (Iialt  have  fiill  com- 
munion with  him  I  when  Ijmc  met  Rebekksh,  he  carried  her  int^ 
liis  mothers  tent:  whenth:;  Lord  Chrift  (hall  meet  his  ipou(e,iie 
will  carry  her  into  hisFatherspallacr  .Behold  the  richcs^the  glory 
of  my  Father  whom  I  told  you  of,  thcfc  arc  all  yours  in  my  right 
eternally. 


Ho  S  B  A     a.  29,21^^2,23. 

iioiU  even  htroththce  unto  me  infmhfulnejfe^  and  thou  fhafi 

know  the  Lord. 
And  it  jbal  come  h  fajfe  in  that  iajy  1  will  heare  faith  the  Lord^ 

1  will  heare  the  heaven  f^and  thej  JhaB  he  are  the  earth. 
Andthe  earth  fhall  heare  the  cornOy  and  the  wine,  and  the  ojle^  and 

thejflfall  hear  ItKxeel. 
And  I  will  f  owe  her  unto  me  in  the  earth,  and  1  will  have  mere  j 
tip'oH  het  that  had  net  ohtahfed  fttercj^  and  1  will  fay  to  them 
which  were  not  mj  feeple^Thou  art  mj  feofle^and  thej  fhall  faj^ 
Theft  art  mj  God. 

Will  even  betroth  thee  unte  me  infaithfulncjfe. 

Here  is  a  third  betrothing)  1  will  ietroth^  J  wiU 
hetrothy^  Iwill  hetroth.  Jerome  hatha  note  upon 
thar,aiid  faith,  that  it  is  thrice  repeated  to  note  three 
feverall  times  of  Gods  betrotUng  himfelf  untoliis 
people. 
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people.  I.  When  he  called  Air^ham.  a.  After  they  went 
out  of  Egypt. and  wereinthc  wildernefftat  Mount  Sinai.  3. 
In  the  time  of  theGofpell.  And  oFthis  Expofition  CMvin  faith, 
it  may  be  accounted  witty,  but  it  is/riyolou?.  He  givcth  a  bet- 
ter reafon  fwhichlthinktobe  the  mindc  of  the  holy  Gfaoft) 
why  it  is  thrice  repeated,- Becaufe  ajpoftatizing  Ifraelcwld  hard- 
ly beleeve  that  ever  God  would  do  iiich  a  thing  as  this,  what  af- 
ter the  Lord  had  cad  Ifrael  away  ?  yea  caft  her  to  the  beaflis  (for 
fo  he  threatneth  in  the  former  part  of  the  chapter)  yet  now  be- 
troth her  to  hi(nfelf,this  was^unlikely. 

1  will  £(tven2tetr 0th  thee,  fo  you  have  it  in  your  books;  now 
the  truth  is^tKc  word  in  the  originall  is  r^uv^  the  fiiqe  that  is 
tranflatedW  before,  but  becaufe  the  third  timfC  it  is  fadd£^4pul2 
tht  TrajiQators  thought  there  wis  an  emphifis  in  the  third  jiftsl» 
and  therefore  to  exprefle  that  emphafis  they  put  in  the  word 

[/vem.'2 

Jmfdi$hfmhejfe2lniittiiti€&y  fo  the  Word  fignifietb,  I  will 
betroth  thee  unto  me  in  a  Ready  way,  my  goodnefle  toward  thee 
(hall  be  ftabl :  and  firme.  So  the  word  is  onen  u(cd  in  Scripture* 
Ex^d,  I  J.  1 2.  His  hands  wtrifiesdj^  theiamc  word  that  we  hive 
here  for  faithfulnefle,  So  Vent.  18.  59.  IwiUmsikethy  fUguis 
ofl^ng  continHsnecjthy  plagues  ftable  and  conftant^thc  fiime  that 
is  here  for  faithfulnefle.  And  i  S4m.  2.35 .  1  mi  raife  me  mw  m 
faithfuU  PrUfi^nd  1  will  hnildhim  afurt  h0M/ejthcre  the  word  is 
of  the  fame  roote,a  fure  hoafe>a  firme,fteady  houfe.  Faithhilneffe 
here  imports,  Gods  (lability  and  fteadine(re  in  his  Covenant 
with  his  people.  It  notes  not  fo  much  the  perpetuity^  for  that 
was  before,.  J  will  htrcth  thee  unto  me  for  even  Bat  firmencfle 
and  conftancy,asoppo(itetoficklene(reand  uncertainty. 

There  is  much  inconftancy  and  fickleoeffe  in  our  love  one  to 
another^  but  the  love  of  God  to  his  people  is  a  ftable,  fttled,  firme 
and  conftant  love*  That  is  the  mean  ing  in  the  firft  place,though 
not  all.  //i.  61.5,  As  the  hridegroomer^oyceth  ever  the  tride^ 
fo  JbaU  thj  God  rejejee  ever  tbee^tbzt  is,  the  love  of  Chrift  after 
thoufandsof  yeersisftill  but  as  the  love  ofabride^groome  upon 
the  wedding  day^then  ordinarily  love  is  hot  &  appears  mttch;not 
the  love  oneTy  ot  the  husbttnd,  but  as  the  bride-groome*  There 
is  no  moment  of  timt,  but  Chrift  rejoyceth  notonely  asabus- 
^^.^.l^^^^^  band 
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band,  bat  is  iBride-grooaieoTereTeiy  faithful!  foule. 

Chriftsloye  isfteady^bccaufeit  is  pure^  without  mixture; 
it  is  a  holy  love.  Obfervc  the  comparing  of  two  Texts,  Efd.  5  5 . 
3,  Thifitremerciii  rfDavidzrc  promifed there.  10-^3^/13.34. 
that  Scripture  is  quoted,  and  there  it  is  The  holj  things  rfDaviJ; 
As  noting,  becaufe  the  love  of  God  is  holy^theitior^  it  is  fure  and 
ftedfaft. 

Chriftsloveunto  his  peojple is  in  righte§ufHiff€^%%  before,  and 
xaJHdgeminfjKcA  in  living  kimdneffe,  and  mercus :  It  is  from  the 
(weetneiTe  of  his  nature,  and  therefore  it  is  fteady  and  firme.  Frfth 
Urn  thite  is  no  JbdJ^wpf  change.  It  is  grounded  upon  a  fure  co- 
venant, therefore  firme.  Though  indeed  the  Idve  of  Chriftmay 
be  to  uf  as  the  fluning  of  the  fiin,  not  alwayes  in  the  fniits  of  it, 
(hining  out  fo  gloriouily,  but  the  fun  keeps  his  courfe  in  a  fteady 
way,  though  fometimes  it  is  clouded,  and  we  have  it  not  fo  glo- 
rioufly  as  at  other  times. 

^  The  Saints  fiiouldfaften  upon  the  love  of  Chrift  in  the  Co-* 
venant  •  and  though  other  thmgt  be  never  £0  uncertaine,yet  they 
(hottld  quiet  their  hearts  in  this,  that  their  happineffe  in  the  Co- 
venant of  grace  iscertaine.  J'erhaps  the  love  of  our  friend  ic 
uncertaine,  very  fickle  and  inconftant;  thofe  who  will  glaver 
upon  you,  and  feeme  as  if  their  hearts  were  with  you,  but  what 
fallen  moods  and  fits  will  there  beat  times  1  and  when  you  have 
jnoit  need  of  them,  you  know  not  where  to  finde  them.  But  the 
love  of  Chrift  is  certaine  and  ftable.  a  Sdm.  23.5.  marke  how 
Bavidcomicxieii  himftlfc  in  the  ftableneffc  of  the  love  of  God 
ifi  the  covenant.  Though  he  doth  not  caufe  mj  honfe  to  grow  y  jet 
hehdthmade  with  me  an  ever  lafiing  covenant,  orderedin  aU  things 
stndfnre,  andthisiesHmj  defireandaUmy  hope,  that  is,  that  the 
Covenant  is  fure  and  ftedfaft. 

And  (as  we  have  opened  it  in  all  the  former)  fo  here  it  muft 
bemutualK  J  will  betroth  theeinfaithfulnejfe,  and  make  thee 
faithhill  too ;  that  is,  thou  (halt  have  a  fteady^  iirme,  ftable  fpi* 
rit  in  thy  love  to  me,  though  not  in  that  degree  that  Chrifb  is, 
yet  there  is  a  ftabiiity  in  the  hearts  of  the  Saints  unto  Chrift, 
they  are  not  carryed  up  and  downc  with  every  wind  of  do«- 
ftrine,  with  every  pufFe  of  temptation  as  other  men  are.  The 
righteotts  is  an  ever  lafiing  foundation ,  Prov^iOi^j.  Theufri^ht 
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h^ldetb  on  hii  wdj.  Job  17.9' 

It  muft  needs  t>cfo,  bcciufe  the  afFedions  ok  the  Saints  unto 
Cbrift  are  holy  affeftions  too^  though  not  pcrfcd,  they  have  in- 
deed ibme^ffiixturf »  therefore  fofne  inftability ;  but  thc7haTe 
holineflc,  therefore  ftahility . 

And  they  choofe  Chrift  in  rtghteouGseffc  and  in  judge* 
ment.  And  they  have  the  Divine  Nature  in  them ;  and  as  that 
hath  no  (hado  w  of  change*  fo  they  cone  to  have  fomething  like 
to  the  imcntitability  of  tha  Divine  Nature ,  fomeflaadowofit. 
Ifny  26. 3 .  A  godly  man  i$  described  thus^  fVhofi  mimJe  isfiaid 
Hftn  God  \  he  hath  a  ftable  fpirit,  not  a  wanderii9,fickle,roviDg 
fjpirit)  he  hath  BxedhiinfeUe  upon  God,  hecanfiiy^  Mj  htdrt  u 
pxed.  The  teen  of  the  world,  becaufe  they  have  not  that  which 
can  fatisfiei  run  up  and  dawn,  firft»  after  one  contentment, 
then  after  another,  they  have  no  where  to  fix:  buttheSaints 
Bnd  an  all-fufiiciency  in  God,  when  they  arc  thene,  their  hearts 
arc  fatisfied,and  there  they  fix.  As  a  Bee  lighting  upon  a  flower, 
finding  but  a  little  hooey^  gets  away  to  another,  ami  to  another, 
and  to  another ;  but  w1i«d  it  comes  to  a  flower,  where  it  may 
fiick  honey  enough,  it  fiyeth,  it  ftay eth  there.  The  hearts  of  the 
Saint:^  Hnde  a  hiLiehc  of  good  in  God,  and  there  they  fixe. 

A  ficUe,  wavering,  uniabie  fpirt,  is  exceedin^y  aQbrfeeniing 
a  CkriftisD.  As  it  is  in  the  body.  Tome  who  have  fiufhix^  of 
heat,  have  a  very  good  colour  for  a  while,  but  when  we  know 
that  this  goodcolour  is  but  a  flufli/  it  i%  rather  an  argument  of  a 
difcafe,  then  of  a  good  compltxion.  An  end  of  a  candle  that 
burnes  in  the  focket  gives  fome  fbQies  of  light  now  and  tken^ 
but  a  candle  that  isfet  up  upon  a  table  gives  aftesdy  and  csnftsnt 
light.  Mad  people  you  know  have  their  tmOd  iniervaJUi,  fomc 
t  iaies  wherein  they  doe  a6b  of  reafon,  but  you  may  perceive  they 
are  not  in  their  wits,  becaufe  there  is  not  convey,  and  even- 
neflein  their  anions.  This  ftablenes^  this  evennes  in  a  Chri«- 
ftian  way  is  the  beauty  and  glory  of  it.  Though  you  be  never  fi> 
forward  fometimts  in  that  which  is^ood,  yet  ifat  other  times 
your  hearts  be  off,  there  is  no  beauty  in  your  convcr&tiorv  But 
give  me  a  Chriftian  wfaofe  wayts  are  even,  that  you  may  find  a 
cot^ftcmcie  in  him  in  all  his  wayes. 

Thdc  who  have  fuch  fickle,  uncerutne,  incon(banthcaitt,sre 
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never  like  to  exoell;  if  thejr  haTcanjr  truth  ia  theM,  jet  they  will 
neTerheeninentCkriftians«  (7M.49.4.  itittiiiim  RMbeuy  Xu^ 
btnHnftdbltdiwi^ir,  tmh€fi4tM$tx€iBi  fb  it  may  be  fiid  of 
a  Chriilitn  unftable  ;  here  is  cgie  of  good  tfftAlcns  ^ 
atfometimesvery  forward^  bat Hnftable  as  water ,  be  (hall  not 
exccU. 

Conftaiu^  in  love  is  exceeding  coniely  and  beaittifuU  between 
manand  wtfe,  from  thence  is  the  exprcflion  ck  the  holy  Ghoft 
here;  it  adds  mach  unto  the  iuftre  and  comfi^t  of  their  lives.  For 
men  to  feeme  fometimes  to  be  mighty  fond^  and  at  other  times  to 
be  bitter  and  ibwre,  like  Ndbnh ;  iot  the  wife  to  be  very  fond 
fbmetimcs,  and  to  be  grievous  and  irkeibme  at  other  rimes  y  this 
takes  awtythe  beauty,tke  comfort  of  their  lives. 

But  there  is  more  in  thi$fMlrfklMejfe  then  ftability  and  iirme- 
ricfle,  i  vfittbctr0th  theeinfMithfulmfii  I  wiU^^ tainly  performs 
all  the  good  you  can  exped  from  me  >  which  is  befitting  a  huf^ 
baofl,  yea  fiich  a  husband  as  I  %my  to  doe  to  my  Spouie ;  yon  may 
confide  in  me^  I  will  befaithfi^  to  yov,  tx>t  on^Xy  my  love^  but 
my  faithfblnefle  fhaUbindemetoyou  :  My  Iwinc  kindneffe) 
my  mercifolldifpofition  is  a  great  bond,  but  my  faithfulneife 
(hall  binde  me  alio,  I  will  be  content  toingage  my  ItdfetoyoH^ 
to  ingageall  that  I  am,  ^nd  all  that  I  have  to  you^  that  you  may 
certamly  confide  in  me,  ib  as  you  may  notonely  expeft  it  from 
my  love,  but  challenge  it  from  my  hdthfelneffe.  We  deny  not 
Gods  providenceto  other  creattires,  but  the  Spouie  chaUengeth 
GodscarCj  (aith  Bfrnardy  wibich  isbeyond providence^  foch  as  is 
out  of  faithfttbefTe  as  wdl  as  out  of  love.  Chiifi  fcerecondefceods 
to  his  Spoufi*)  as  a  man  is  willing  tp  give  fatisfaftion  to  his  wife 
andherfriends^  though  the  truth  is  he  would  doe  any  thing  in 
theworld  out  of  love  to  his  wife,  yet  in  regard  of  ha  weakenefle, 
and  tofatisfic  fome  friends  he  is  content  to  enter  into  bond,  to 
doe  any  thing  that  is  fitting;  it  is  good  to  make  dl  thin|;s  fure  be* 
forehand^  fay  her  friends^  he  prefently  yeilds,  for  it  is  no  other 
bm:  what  he  is  wiUliig  to  doe  without  bonds  ^  onely  to  fatisfie 
heraitd|heir  minds.  Thusitisbetweene  Chrift  and  hisSpoufe: 
ThetTuthis^  the  love  ofChrift  is  enough  to  make  a  fupply  of  any 
of  our  wants ,  but  wee  arcweake,  and  would  fiiine  have  things 
madeiiirey  therefore  faith  Chrift  to  helpeour  weakendle,  I 
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vill  even  CDterintG  bond,  and  you  may  be  fure  Iwilibe&itli- 
iiUthen^I  wiUbindemy  faichfulneflfe  to  youforallthegoodyoa 
Vouldhave. 

And  this  (aitkfulncfTe  of  Chrift  is  either  in  regard  of  the  great 
Marriage-covenant^  there  he  will  be  furetobefmithfolltohis 
Spoale ;  Or  in  regard  of  all  particular  promifes ,  that  are  under 
things  as  it  were«  There  is  the  great  fDarriage<-covenant^  about 
reconciling  God,  and  paying  all  debts  that  are  owing,  and 
fatisfyingCjods  juftice,  a^nd  bringing  to  eternall  life;  but  there 
are  many  under-promifes'^  and  Chriil  will  be  faithfull  in  them 
all.  PfiU.2^.io.  yotthaveapromtfeworthakingdome,  ^U^e 
faths  pfth€  Lord  are  mercy  imd  truth ^  not  onely  mercy ^  but  murcy. 
ifff^^n^riGr,  mercy  ingagedL  Wicked  men  may  have  mercj^  from 
God,  from  the  generdl  bounty  andgoodnefleAndmercifiiUdi- 
fpofition  of  God,  but  what  the  Saints  have  is  from  trmh ,  as  wetl 
as  from  mercy  yjx  is  bound  to  them. 

God  ftands  much  upon  this  that  the  hearts  of  his  Saints  fliould 
confide  in  him.  He  accounts  not  faimfelfe  honoured  except  wee 
confide  in  him :  therefore  marke  how  Chrift  fuiteth  him&lfe  un- 
to our  weakeiieflc,  tha^  wee  may  confide  in  his  faithfulnefle^ 
What  is  it  (faith  he)  that  you  poore  aeatures  doe  one  to  another 
when  you  would  make  things  fure  bet  weene  you?  Wee  anfwer 
thus.  Lord  weingage  our  &lves  by  promile  one  to  another.  I 
will  doe  fo  faith  Ctoft,  you  (hall  have  my  promife^  my  faithfull 
promife.  Alts  i.gp.Pr/^  invites  to  Baptifme  upon  this  ground, 
becaufe  the fremtfeu made  toyeu  4tnd  te  y^ttr  children ,  itnd  fMs 
mMyasthe  Lord  enr  GodJhaB  cdR:  The  firft  he  fpeakes  to  the 
Jew6,theothertotheGentiles;  As  if  he  (hooldfay.  Come  in 
and  receive  Baptifme,  for  to  you  and  to  your  children  the  pro-* 
mifeisrtade,  to  you  that  are  Jews  and  to  your  children,  and  to 
the  GentileSf  they  have  the  promife  that  you  havC)  they  come  un-* 
der  the  fame  Covenant  for  themaine^  the  promife  is  to  them  and 
to  their  children  too*  And  this  promife  that  Chrift  hath  ingaged 
himfelfe  117,  is  no  other  then  a  draught  of  that  which  was  ht\<xt 
the  world  began,  from  ail  eternity ,  and  therefore  it  is  lo  much 
th<naorefiire.7i>.i.2«  the  Gofpeli  is  called  apromifeSeferethe 
werldbegdn..  All  promife^in  Scriptu»e  are  buta  di;aught  of  that 
grand  promife  that  God  the  Father  made  to  his  Son  before  the 
world 
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world  bfigsn ;  As  if  Chrift  (hould  {ay, Will  you  have  engagement 
by  promife?  Thisis  paft  long  agoe,  my  Father  hath  ingaged 
himfelfe  unto  ne  from  all  eternity ,  and  if  you  have  any  promi^ 
now ,  it  is  but  a  draught  of  that  firftcopy  of  that  great  prornue 
my  Father  hath  made  me  from  all  eternity. 

What  doe  you  doe  more  when  you  would  make  things  fure 
one  to  another?  Weeanfwer,  we  doe  not  oncly  makeaverball 
piiomi(e,by  wordof  mouth,  but  we  write  it.  God  hath  therefore 
given  us  his  Scripture,  and  the  chiefe  thing  in  Scripture  is  the 
promiie^  God  hath  fet  to  his  hand  to  his  promife  in  Scripture . 
Hence  Luther  hatha  notable  expreflion,  The  whole  Scripture 
dothefpeciallyaimeattbis^  that  we  fliould  not  doubt,  but  be- 
leevr,  confide,  hope  that  Cod  is  mercif ull,kinde,patient. 

'  What  do  you  more  ?  Here  yoa  have  my  promife  and  my  hand, 
is  there  arty  thing  rife  you  ufetodo,to  make  things  fure?  We 
anfwer^  Lord  we  take  witneffcs.  I  will  do  fo  too,  faith  God. 
When  we  would  make  things  fure  indeed,  wetakenotonely 
two,but  three,or  four,halfe  a  dozen  witnefKs  fomttimes.  You 
(hall  hare  witnefles  faith  God  as  many  as  you  will^  witneffes  of 
all  fottsjwitneflfcsin  heaven,witneilesm  earth ;  Inheavtn,  i  John 
y.7.  The  Father ^theJV$rdy  and  the  Hely  Ghofi,  witneflcsauthen- 
ticall,of  credit  enough,  the  three  Pcrfons  in  thic  Trinity,  upon 
tvtth^the^irhjthe  water  ^andthe  blood. 

What  doe  you  more  to  make  a  thing  fiire  ^  Lord ,  we 
fet  toour  feais  too  ;you  (hall  have  that  too  faith  God,  you  fhall 
have  feales  of  ail  forts^  you  fhall  have  the  broad  fcale  of  heave  n^ 

'the  Sacraments,  thcfealsof  the  Covenant;  and  you  fhall  have 
my  Privy  feale,I  will  take  myRing  off  my  finger,!  will  give  you 
even  thefealethe  fpirit,and  do  but  lih jw  this  Icale,  it  is  auihenti--" 
call  enough. 

Is  there  any  thing  yet  more  ?  yes  we  anfwer, there  is  one  thing 
more, we  take  an  oath.  I  will  do  that  to6,faith  C  od^that  you  may 
be  fure  and  confide  in  my  faithfollnefie.  Heb.S.ij.  God-p^Uipg 
moreabufidantlj  top^ew  unto  tbf  heirs  offr^mifetbe  immurabilitj 
ofhiscounfell  confirmed  it  by  his  oath.  A$ifhclhcuidfay,thereis 
no  fuch  need  of  an  oath,  but  I  will  be  abundant  to  ycu,  bccaufc  I 
would  have  you  truft  me,  and  confide  in  me  thoroughly.  And 
marke  this  is  for  the  fake  of  the  heirs  of  promife,  God  would  nc- 
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?r  have  done  this  for  other  men,  it  is  for  your  fakes  only  who 
:e  tiie  heirs  of  promiie,  in  regtrd  of  your  weaknefl?  he  confirms 
11  withanMtb.  Andifwe  WQuld  have  things  fore  we  will  not 
ave  the  oath  of  fuch  as  are  of  no  great  credit.  Marke,  therefore 
;  is  God  rhdt  fwearethj  and  that  by  the  greateft  oadi,  ivr.i  3.  Sf^ 
€Mfeits  C0Ml4Jyf^^^  tjn^gr€4ter  faith  the  ttxXjhefware  by  himfelf. 

Is  there  a^iy  thing  more  iaith  God  that  yeuufetodoamongft 
oar  felvesto  make  things  fiire  ?  yes  Lord  we  ule  to  take  a  pawn 
00.  You  (hail  have  that  too  faith  he,  I  will  gire  you  a  pawne, 
nd  fuch  a  pawne  as  if  you  never  had  any  thing  more  you  Would 
)e happy.  Whatisthat?  t  Ccr.\.%2.wh$h0tth fended m^dgU 
fen  m  the  edrnefi  tfbisjpirii  in  onr  hearts.  I  will  fend  my  ipirit 
obeanearneftin  your  hearts  ofall  the  good  that  I  intend  to  do 
or  y  oujcvedaftingly . 

Is  there  any  thing  elfe  you  would  requireo^  me  that  yoi  may 
ronfide  in  me^?  Yes,  if  God  would  do  fome  great  and  notable 
^prkasabeginning  and  as  an  ingagementot  that  which  is  to 
:onae  after,  this  is  yet  more  then  a  pawne,  when  there  is  fome 
FjieciaU  thing  done  in  way  to  that  which  we  ffjake  account  of, 
that  we  are  not  onely  promifedir,  and  have  it  under  hand  and 
[eale,and  have  an  oath  and  a  pawne,but  it  is  in  a  great  degree  b^ 
^un,and  fo  begun  ac  the  difficulty  is  over.    'Thoie  who  live  uii* 
der  thtf  Gofpelfee  the  great  eft  part  of  our  falvatton  already  done 
Foros.^odmadeapromifeof  fending  his  Son  into  the  world; 
Now  in  Gods  performing  that  promife  that  God-man  (hould 
come  into  the  world  to  be  made  acnrfe  for  fin,this  isthr  greateft 
work  of  all  that  is  tobe  done  to  all  eternity,  and  if  God  would 
have  failed  in  any  thing  it  would  have  been  in  that  4    It  is  not  fo 
much  for  G6d  to  deliver  us  in  this  world,  it  is  not  fo  much  for 
him  to  bring  us  to  heaven^  as  it  is  to  fend  liis  Son  into  the  world 
to  be  made  a  curfc  for  uf.    Now  when  God  hath  done  fo  great  a 
Work  and  hath  been  faithfulliathat  great  promifr,he  hath  taught 
us  for  ever  to  tmft  in  him,  to  bdeeve  his  raithfulneffc  in  making 
good  other  promifesJf  a  man  whoowes  five  thouIandpound,a«d 
payes  youf^our  thoufindnine  hundred  of  it,  you  tfainK  furely  he 
will  neter  break  for  one  hundred,  I  may  truft  him  for  the  reft, 
feeiag  he  hath  dealt  fb  faithfully  with  me  in  the  great  fumme. 
God  hath  paid  the  ioarthoufandninehundred  and  much  more, 
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in  conptriicxi  of  what  God  hith  done  for  us,  take  all  the  glory 
of  heaven,  wc  haye  not  one  hundred  o(  the  five  thoufand  left  be- 
hindcj  therebre  we  may  well  confide  in  him  tbr^he  payment  of 
the  reft* 

But  is  God  able?  it  is  true,  God  is  faithfull :  This  is  fcldom  an 
ob/edioPjtt  kail  an  explicite  obj  eAion  in  the  mouths  of  people, 
butfiirely  an  implicite  one  it  is  in  the  hearts  of  many ;  that  ap- 
pears by  thofecjiutionSjGod  gives  to  take  away  that  objedion, 
I  P^r.4. 19.  Commit  tht  kgepifig  of  jour  foules  unto  him  m  nnio  n 
fmthfnll  Creator ,    as  if  he  bad  not  faid  enough  in  faying  he  is 
fMsthfHll^ht^^ttsfnithfHll  CftatoTy  as  if  hefhould  fay,  ihherebe 
no  means  to  help  you  I  will  create  means,  I  will  put  forth  my 
Almighty  power  to  aeate  help  for  you,hut  you  (hall  hate  help, 
Z>4;f  .9.17.  The  Lordtnli  eonfirme  the  Cavenanty^t  word  is  u(cd 
for  a  mighty  man,a  Ciiant  in  Scripture.  Gett.  19.%.  He  kegan  to  h 
a  mighty  one  intheland^t%  a  Giant  in  the  earth^the  word  here  is  of 
^he  lame  root,  God  will  come  forth  as  a  Giant,  as  a  mighty  man 
to  make  fiire  the  Covenant  he  hath  m»de  with  his  people,if  there 
be  any  thing  in  the  world  wherein  God  will  ftirre  up  his  infinite 
power,the  excellency  of  his  power,t  he  glory  of  his  right  hand,  it 
wiil  be  in  confirming  hi^  Covenant  ro  his  Saints,/A.2(5.4.  Trufi 
jecin  the  Lord  for  ever^fer  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  u  everlajting 
firength.  //^.54.5 .  Thy  Makfr  is  thy  hushan4,  the  Lordof  Hefts  ie 
hie  namejthe  God  of  the  -mhoUetirth  jhaH  he  be  called. 

Seeing  God  is  lo  faitMull,lct  not  us  be  faithkfTe,  But  things 
go  very  crofle,  and  how  fliail  we  beleeve,  our  faith  (hakes  ?  the 
true  genuine  love  of  the  Saints  is  fuchas  will  love  God  without 
giftSjfOThimfclf,  fo  the  genuine  ait  of  faith,  is  to  beleeve  in  God 
without  experiences,  yea  though  things  feeme  to  go  contrary. 
That  love  is  but  a  lame  love  that  leveth  God  oncly  for  that  which 
wc  receive  from  him  for  the  prefent,  and  that  is  but  a  lame  faith  I 
that  beleeveth  onely  inOod  for  that  which  we  fee  few  the  prefent.  / 
Do  things  go  crofle?  they  are  corrcflions,and  thofe  may  come 
from  faithfulncs  as  well  as  any  thing  the  Church  cn/oycs,  ffaL 
I  i^.j^.lknow  O  Lord  that  thy  judgements  are  rights  and  that 
thou  in  faithfkhejfe  haft  4iffii^edme;A8  God  corns  down  to 
you  and  lutes  hiiitlcif  to  you  as  his  poor  creatures,  fo  you  fliould 
labour  to  raife  your  hearts  to  him,  to  beleevcin  him  asagreat 
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God.  God  deaks  with  youas  having  to  deale  withwetkecret- 
(urcs^you  ihould  detle  with  him  as  haviag  to  doe  with  an  in- 
finite uod .  You  mufl:  give  God  leave  to  doe  his  worke  his  owoe 
way.  The  objed  of  our  confidence  in  God,  it  is,the  thing  will 
be  done,  it  is  not  bow  it  will  be  done ,  or  when  it  will  be  done, 
but  that  God  will  carry  his  worke  thorough.  Shall  ourweakenes 
be  fo  much  regarded,  as  chat  things  muft  not  worke  foas  to  il&ew 
Gods  power?  Certainly  it  is  too  too  much  ferustothinkeour 
weakenefle  biuII  be  fo  fane  condeiccnded  to.  One  would  thinke 
thatitisetx>ugh,  that  God  condefcendtth  fomuch  astoexprefle 
himfelfe  fo  to  you  as  you  may  beleeve;  would  you  have  God  con- 
deicendtoexpreflehimftlfefo  to  you,  as  heftouidnol  have  the 
gbry  of  his  work,nor  you  the  gleiy  df  yodr  faith?  this  is  too  low* 
Though  w#e  be  bound  to  deny  our  fdves  much,  becaufe  of  the 
weakeneife  of  our  brethren ;  Muft  God  deny  his  glory  becau(e  of 
our  weakenciTc?  We  burden  God  too  much  with  our  weakeQcfle. 
It  is  for  Gods  glory  that  things  goe  as  they  doe.;  L/uutrm  was^ 
dead,  and  dead  fo  long,  that  the  worke  of  God  might  appetre. 

But  I  finde  not  things  goe  fo  as  I  expeded,  I  thin[cel  have  W- 
Iceved,  at  fuch  a  time  in  prayer  I  thought  my  heart  did  clofe  with 
the  ptomifcs  of  God,  but  yet  things  goe  not  fo  asl  expcft. 

Though  things  be otherwife  then  thou  €xpeAcft,yet  it  may  bee 
Cod  cals  fc  r  new  a  As  oi  thy  bdeevine,  and  it  is  becstufe  there  is 
norenewingof  thy  faith  in  his  faithtulnefle.  You  muft  know, 
thecontinnall  acHngS^  of  faith  draw  out  the  continuali  adings 
of  the  power  of  God.  I  will  give  you  for  that  one  famous  text, 
perhaps  you  may  reade  it  o!ten  and  heate  it ,  but  npt  per- 
ceive the  ftrength  there  is  in  it.  i7i/.3i.l^.  O  h^wgrtdi  uthj 
geodnefe  which  th0uh4fi  Uid  Hpfer  them  thdt  ftarf  tha  1  but 
markewhatfolloweth,  which  thon  hdfi  wrought f§r  themth^i 
trufiinthte.  Great  is  thy  gepJineffethcuhifi  laidrnf.  Godsgood- 
neflc  is  great  to  admiration  for  them  that  feare  him,  but  bow  ?  It 
isluidup/arrA^i»,  butnowmarke,  which  th^Mh^fiwroughtfrr 
them  that  trttji  in  thee. 

AH  the  goodntfle  that  is  in  G6d,is  for  them  that  feare  him, 
but  It  is  not  fearing  God  that  will  bring  it  to  work,  it  is  laid  up 
in  z  treafur)^  indeed ;  doe  you  feare  God  ?  God  liath  laid  up  ar 
bundance  of  goodnefle  in  a  treafiity  for  you,  but  you  muft  not  ex- 
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pefttUswiUwerkforyoii^ttideflcyotttniftiobim;  your  faith 
BUift  bring  it  forth  into  work,  Md  that  hffart  th$fins  rfm^n; 
th0t$jhalt  huk  tkfm  in  tbificret  cfthy  frffentt  from  the  fride  of 
mcii.^WoiddyoabehidiiitherccretofGods  prefcnce  Jroin  the 
l^iie  of  men  f  you  muft  not  onely  fcare  God^  buttruft  in  his 
huthfulncfle.  Aidt.i^.^i.Chrifididm mighty  worki  then  be^ 
Cdmfr  rf their  ttmMiefili^i  MsrkjS.  5 .  He  ceniddae  w  great  werkj 
hecmfe  ef their  mAr/i#fr.OneftyeslieiUnor,andtbeothcr£iycs 
htcetildtM.  WhcQwehaYtaprooiife,  let  ca  put  on  to  get  the 
goodneflcoiGod  to  work,  which  is  by  bcleeiring.  For  that  I  wUl 
give  y^n  as  nouble  an  example  as  any  I  knowyouhaVein  the 
Book  of  Godyot  t  bclceYing  heart>  catching  hdd  upon  a  promiie 
uponGods  fiuthfulneffe  to  work  u  ont^  i  Chrin^  ^ 7*  ^3  •  «vl  fe 
on.  In  the  (brmer  part  of  the  Chapter  you  (hall  ftnd  God  had 
pioBiiftd  Ddtvidto  eftablifb  his  hoiilr^to  build  him  a  five  houfe ; 
WeU^as  foon  as  DdwidhMi  got  the  word^mark  how  he  improves 
it^w  he  works  upon  Gods  word;  As  if  he  had  &id,  Seeing  I 
have  got  his  word*  I  will  hold  him  to  ity  he  (hall  not  goe  from  it, 
faith  he,  Therefore,  O  Lerd^  Jet  th  things  then  hnfi  Jpek^n  center'- 
mngtkyfervMMtMdceneerninghiihef^ey  he  efiahUfiedfer  ever, 
mddee  u  them  bnfifaid.  Thouhaft  ipokcD,  doe  as  thou  haft  faid« 
yer.  S4.  Let  it  he  evinefishHJbed ,  I  expeA  it ,  fiteing  thou  haft 
beenpletfed  in  fuch  a  gracious  way  to  promiie  methus,  be  five 
I  wiUrelye  upon  it^  let  it  he  even  efishli/hedy  that  thy  nemte  may 
he  nuigniped  forever.  I  will  plead  thy  name  in  it,  if  there  be 
•any  thing  to  be  pleaded  more  then  othar>  I  will  plead  it  before 
thee :  but  is  not  this  enough  ?  Verfe  15 .  Thott  O  Lord  God  ha/t 
toldthy  fervmt  that  then  wilt  huild  him  an  houfe^  therefore  thy 
fervant  hath  found  in  his  heart  to  fraj  bef ere  thee.  He  had  (aiJ 
before,  that  God  had  fpoken  it ;  here  he  goes  over  it  againe,  as 
making  mnch  of  Gods  word^  thou  haft  told  me,  and  I  pray  for 
nothing  bat  what  thoB  haft  told  me.  Nay  yet  (till  DiiifMencrea- 
cheth  more  upon  God,  Vtr.  26.  New  0  Lord  thou  art  G9d,  and 
thou  haj^froswifed this goodneffemmo  thy  fervaut.  I  have  not  to 
deak  with  a  man  that  will  be  fickle  amd  inconftant,  wavering 
and  un&ithfidl,bat  thou  art  God«aod  I  wil  tnaft  in  thee  as  a  God^ 
thdii  art  God,  and  thou  haft  piomifed  thisgoednefik,  it  is  thine 
own  goodneffe,  now  therefore  dbeit.See  how  hef  oUo  wcth  God 
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upon  his  ptDinife.  And  marke  what  admirable  ctkAs  foUowed 
upon  this,  chaf.  I S.  vera .  After  this^  faith  the  text,  befrpjperej^ 
when  his  enemies  came  againft  him,hc  t  coke  a  tfaoufand  charets^ 
and  feventhouraud  horfemen,  and  twenty  thoufand  footsien 
from  Hddarez^.zmd  when  the  Syrians  came  to  htlpe  that  HnA- 
r^«r,  he  flew  ofthc  Syrians  two  and  twenty  thoufand  jnen.  Af- 
ter thisy  markethe  connexion  of  that  Chapter  and  this,  after  D^^ 
t^/^  had  improved  thepromifehe  might  have  what  he  would; 
thus  the  loving  kindnefle  of  God  \yas  laid  up  in  a  proinife,  but 
wrought  out  ln^Z>4wJ/ faith.  This  is  our  cvill  that  we  doe  not 
improve  thit  faithfulnefle  of  God,  welofe  abundance  by  it.  It  is 
an  at^ment  that  we  have  bale  fpirits.lt  is  a  great  evill  bet  weene 
man  and  wife,  when  they  cannot  confide  one  in  another,  but  are 
jealous ,  how  can  fuch  live  comfortably  together  i  So  we 
are  jealous  of  God,  welofe  our  comfort  in  him ;  Jealoufie  comes 
oftentimes  from  much  bafeneffe  of  fpirit  and  felf e-guiltinc(&»be- 
caufe  we  are  of  fuch  bafe  hearts  our  (elves » that  is  the  reafon  we 
are  fo  jealous  of  God.  Where  there  is  much  love  bet  wcene  aian 
and  wife,  there  cannot  be  much  j.^aloufie,  and  if  there  were  intire 
love  in  the  Spoufe  of  Chrift  there  would  not  be  jealoufie.  You 
have  an  excellent  paflage  for  that  Ukn  5 .40.  Tom  wiM  not  come  um^ 
tomethat  joumight  have Ufe^  you  wiU  not  beleeve  in  me,  that 
is  the  meaning :  then  ver.j^%.  1  kffowye  have  not  the  love  of  God 
in  youds  there  any  thing  in  the  world  more  tedious  to  a  husband 
then  that  the  wife  (hould  be  jealous  of  him  ?  thinke  of  it,  the 
fametedioufnefleitisuntothe Spirit  of  JefiisChrift,  tfait  thou 
(houldft  be  jealous  of  him  and  not  confide  in  his  faithfulnefle. 

Surely  if  wee  did  trufl:  in  Gods  faithfulnefle  weewould  not 
thinke  to  compound  with  him  fo  as  we  doe,  but  wt  would  im- 
prove his  promife-to  the  uttermo^.  As  you  that  are  Mq;chaots, 
and  have  much  owing  you,  all  the  while  you  confide  in 
your  debtors,  you  will  not  compound  with  them  forlefle  theo 
your  debt;  if  you  (kould  come  to  one  that  owes  you  moneys  and 
fay,  I  pray  Sir  pay  in  my  money ,  and  I  (hail  be  content  to  take 
ten  or  fifteene  in  the  hundred;  the  party  would  thinke  himfclfe 
difgracedjwhat,  Doeyoudjftruftme^  Doe  you  thinke  I  will 
brcake?  No,  I  will  pay  you  every  penny, ^ie  ftands  upon  his  ae- 
iit.  The  truth  is,  we  poorc  wretches  becaufe  we  have  not  Gods 
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promifes  prcfently  fulBlitd ,  we  would  compoand  with  God, 
that  is,  it  God  would  cive  us  any  little  com%t  for  the  prcftnt, 
we  would  be  fatisfied  rather  then  waite  for  that  which  is  to 
come,  though  it  be  infinitely  more;  this  is  a  great  difhonour  to 
God,  and  an  argument  of  our  unfaithfulnefle*  It  is  an  argument 
eflittle  faith  ifthoucanft  be  fatisfied,  Should  God  give  thee  ten 
thoufand  worlds  for  the  prefisit,  if  God  (hould  fay.  What  will 
you  have  ?  Would  you  have  your  enemies  deftroyed?  Would  you 
have  have  your  peace  and  your  trading  in  the  world,  your  eafe 
and  quietneflfe?  Is  this  all  ?  This  is  to  compoand  with  God  for 
twelve  pence  in  the  pound  as  it  were.  No  faith  a  gracious  heart, 
Lordthou  haft  promifcd  me  mercy,  and^  expeA  it  to  the  full, 
I  will  not  abate  the  Icafl  farthing  of  it*  God  loveth  we  (hould 
ftand  with  him  for  his  promife  unto  the  uttermoft  farthing.  No, 
but  I  hope  God  will  jjjive  me  Heaven  atlafl,  yet  I  doubt  he  will 
leave  me  here  in  the  world.  This  is.to  compound  With  God  a* 
notherwayj  there  are  fome  who  perhaps  will  pay  eighteeneor 
fifteene  ill  i llings  in  the  pound,  but  it  is  a  d ithonour  unto  God  to 
abate  one  (billing  in  the  pound,  therefore  we  muft  not  onely  be- 
leeve  in  God  for  htaven>  but  for  earth,and  for  fafety  and  comfort 
and  that  in  times  of  greateft  trouble.  God  is  well  pleafed  with 
fuchkinde  of  holy  impudence,  as  we  may  fay,  that  is,  to  follow 
himforthenttermoft,  and  to  urge  him  upon  his  word  agaitie 
and  againe,  to  pay  what  he  is  ingaged  for. 

Again,  had  we  faith  in  God  we  would  fet  upon  great  things 
though  we  fee  but  little  meanes.  Many  of  you  who  have  hut  little 
flocks,y  et  if  you  have  rich  friends  that  have  given  you  incouraee- 
flient,and  that  you  know  wil  be  faithful  to  you,you  wil  trade  for 
great  things  with  your  little  (lock ,  becaufe  you  know  you  have 
thofe  friends  will  (bud  by  you.  So  though  wee  have  but  little 
ftrength,ifGodcalluswee  (houldbewiUingto  fet  upon  great 
things,  becaufe  God  hath  flock  enough,  and  he  hath  ingaged  him* 
felfetojlandbyus. 

1  wiU  betroth  thee  unto  me.infaithfMlf$effe.  As  I  will  be  faith- 
full  to  you,  and  you  (hall  confide  in  my  faithfulnefTe,  fo  you  (hal; 
be  faithful!  to  me,  that  I  may  confide  in  your  faithfulnefle ,  as  L 
fulfill  all  my  promifes  and  covenant  with  you ,  fo  you.  (hall  be 
faitJifulltd  make  good  all  your  promifes  and  covenant  with  me. 
-     . '__  ^ Pppp  2  The 
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The  Spottfc  ofCfanft  is  fach  a  one  astbe  Spirit  of  Chrift  can  con- 
fide ior  It  isiaid  o^the  Y^aoas  woman,  Pm.  3 1  •  1 1  r  Hir  /h^ 
bsndtrMfinh  im  htr.  Let  him  be  abroad  or  a^faome,  in  what 
oompaay  (bever^  yet  his  heart  tnilleth  in  her,  he  can  leare  all  his 
btt(inefle,fais  writing,  or  any  thing  that  concernes  him  withfoch 
a  wife :  Where  there  is  want  of  this  trufting  of  the  hoot  of  the 
faittbaod  in  the  wife,  thereis  wantof  oomfon  in  thmUvet « tins 
GodfidthofhiSpeopIe>  Efdji6i.%.  They  srt  chilirtn  tluu  wik 
n9t  lie ;  I  can  confide  in  them  Jean  tume  them  nnteany  bannetfe 
asl  will,  for  they  are  children  who  wiUootlie. 
'  They  arc  AiUtfull  toGod  firft  in  the  great  Corenant,  in  the  fiir- 
rendring  them&lvesto  God,  as  they  do  at  xhsk  firft:  doAig  with 
Chrift.  In  the  firft  ad  ofbeleeving ,  every  gndous  fbule  enters 
into  folemnecovcnant  with  God,  and  it  willbefaithfUU  in  that 
covenant.  And  they  will  be  laithfiall  likewifein  ^  thrir  under 
promiksandYowe8thattheymaketoGod>  indayesof  fiAing, 
andthankfgivtng,  and  atodier  times*  MGo4t  pmmifes  are 
Gods  gifts  unto  us,  foftiouldoor  proouies  be  as  gifts  unto  God. 
a  Tim,  1  .p.  Accwding  te  hie  furfefe  ^niffrMce^  which  wm  given 
ttme  m  in  Chrift  lefm  before  the  werlihigdm ;  not  onely  promi- 
fel,biitgivenuntousio  Cfanftjefos.  Gods  eteraaU  purpofeis 
caUeiiGodsgift,(bMrpurpofirsaQdourpcomife$ougfat  to  be  as 
fiireas  gitts  unto  God. 

So  in  thy  converfatioa  thou  mnftbc  faitfafiiU  to  Chrift,  not 
proftitutc  thy  felf  unto  another,  butke^pthyfctffcrChrift.  In- 
deed the  fpode  of  Chrift  may  be  taviiked  bv  open  violence,  but 
(he  will  i  lot  proftttute  her  felf  to  any  otber^Uie  keeps  her  ietf only 
for  Cbrlft.  Thus  the  Saints  ate  dflcrifoed,£pi^.  i « i .  fahhfHim 
Chrift  lefm.  There  is  a  kind  of  naturall  fait  hh)lne&  as  I  may 
fofpeak,asinthat place //irv8.2.7 teek^untowtefdithfi^U  witmeffes^ 
CjUvini%\xh\ti%tt)!watdiVrij4hy  that bafe temporizing  VrijMf^ 
who  made  the  Altar  according  to  the  pattern  that  ABmz,  fent 
from  DamafciiSjhe  is  (aid  to  be  taithfull,  that  is,  he  was  afaitt> 
honeft  dealing  man,hij  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond ;  (bmany 
civill  meo  wSl  be  faithfuU  of  their  words ;  But  mark  facte  in  the 
£fhefi4msit  isfMiibfMll  imChrift  ^/M,it  is  notonely  faithfulodfe 
bet  weenman  andman,  formany  beathenis  were  fo,  they  would 
rathen  die  then  cocen  and  chcateoncanothcr,  buttidsisahi^wr 
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Stintsmuflrbeftithfull^faithfiiUtoCHR  1ST  Ji  sus,  tndftith- 
full  in  C  H  R 1  ST  J  B  s  u  6.  They  who  arc  thus  faithtiilUrefit  for 
the  ferrice  of  Chrift,Chrift  htth  a  great  deale  of  work  to  do,  they 
are  onely  fit  for  it,-R#w/.  17.14.  Thi  Lsmhjhall  overc9mf^vi\iy  ? 
fir  they  that  are  'with  him^arc  chefen^  and  eallcdy  andfaithfMl^  qot 
called  faithfully  bat  called  and  faithfull,  and  therefore  thp  Lambe 
(hall  overcome.  It  were  happy  that  all  that  are  in  this  pablique 
ferviceinthekingdome  that  are  with  the  Lambe, with  Cbriftin 
thiscaufe^  were  called  and  faithfully  the  work  would foon  be  at 
ancnd  ;It  isfaithfulneffc  wc  (ball  be  hereafter  rewarded  *Dr,i#v// 
done ge^i  and falthfuUfervant  •  not  Well  done  good  and  rich  fcr- 
▼ant,  or  fervant  who  had  great  imployment  in  puUiqoe  works, 
but  TPfll  done  go^d  andfaithfnil  fervant.  Every  one  nX  us  can- 
not be  eminent,  every  one  cannot  be  imploy  ed  in  publique  fer* 
'  vices,  but  you  may  every  one  be  faithfull;  you  that  arc  poor  fer- 
vants  you  may  be  faitiifull  as  well  asaMagiftnite,  as  well  as  a 
Minifter;^ou  that  are  poor  labouring  men,  porters  and  water* 
men  the  meaneft,  you  may  be  faithtoll  as  well  as  the  Nobles  of  a 
kingdom;  God  regasdeth  faithfiilnefle  rather  then  fervice,  he 
hath  no  need  of  the  farvices  of  men,great  or  rmall,it  is  all  one  un- 
to him,but  he  looks  upon  the  faithftilnefle  of  their  heart  5:. 

And  as  you  muft  be  faithfull  »nto  God  and  his  cauG^,  foyou 
mdl  be  faithfull  one  to  another.  You  w  ho  are  frrvanta,if  y 6a  be 
godly , be  fure  you  be  faithfull  to  your  Mafters,  that  there  may  be 
no  occafion  of  any  fuch  fcandall  as  often  there  is  concerning 
thofe  who  are  profeflbrs/uch  a  ftrvant  is  forward,  he  muft  go  to 
fermons,  and  he  is  ft t  againft  ccremonies,&c.  But  I  never  had 
any  fo  unfaithful!,  if  mine  eye  be  bat  offhim,  he  is  from  his  bufi- 
neffe  prtfeotly .  God  forbid  there  (hould  be  fuch  fcandals  given. 
So  wives  who  profeflc  godlyncfle,be  you  fiwe  you  b«  faithfull  to 
your  hu56ands,  and  tradeimen  who  proteflc  more  then  ordinary 
ftriAnes  in  Religion,  beyoufaithfull  in  your  dealings.  Hath 
Ghrift  married  himlclf  unto  thee  in  faith&lneffe?  hcexpcAsthat 
his'fkithfulnefic  to  thee  (hould  have  that  refleftion  upon  thy  heart 
as  to  make  tbee  faithftiU  toothens* 

There  is  one  note  that  is  to  be  taken  from  all  together. 
As  if  God  (hould  fay  ,    O  Ifrael  ,    yew  have  dealt  «ni- 
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right coufly  with  me,  you  hzic  broken  your  covenant,  you  have 
gone  a  whoring  from  mcbut  I  will  betroth  you  to  me  in  righte* 
oufncfle.  You  have  done  fooliftily  in  departing  from  me,  bat  I 
will  betroth  you  unto  me  in  judgement.  Yoa  have  been  unkind 
to  me,  but  I  will  betroth  you  unto  me  in  loving  kindneffc.  It 
hath  not  pittied  your  fouls  to  fee  mc  diihonoured,  but  I  will  be- 
troth my  fclfin  bowelsof  mercy  to  you.You  have  •been  un&ith- 
full  to  me,  but  I  will  even  betroth  you  unto  me.infaitfafulneflc. 
The  note  from  thence  is  this, 

God  dealeth  not  with.thofein  Covenant  with  him  as  they 
deale  with  him.  It  is  a  note  of  admirable  ufe  and  comfort. 
Mark  the  difference  between  Gods  dealing  with  others  and  tbofe 
that  are  in  covenant  with  him.  Let  others  dtale  with  God  in  a 
froward  and  petverfe  way,  God  will  deale  with  them  fo  too. 
Pfal.  18.26,  ffrith  thefreward  thou  wilt  Jh<w  thj  felffr0jMrd. 
Will  you  be  froward  with  God  ?  God  will  (hew  himfelt  for- 
ward with  you.  Will  you  be  proud  with  God  ?  In  the  thing 
you  are  proud  God  will  be  above  you.  Will  you  be  fiibtill  and 
contryvingmifchiefcagainftGodandhi^  truth?  God  will  meet 
with  the  wicked,  and  infnare  them  in  the  work  o*  their  own 
hands.  Are  you  refblute  in  wickednefle  ?  God  will  be  as  refolute 
as  you  for  your  heart8>  as  i^.44. 25 ,26.  But  when  God  Corns  to 
deale  with  his  Saints  in  covenant,  though  they  dealcfrowardly 
with  him,  he  will  deale  gently  with  them:  though  they  deale 
proudly  with  him,  hedeakthinawayof  condefccnfioii  with 
t  hem;though  they  be  unfaithful  to  him,  yet  he  will  be  faithfuU  to 
them .  Oh  my  brethren  this  point  hath  abundance  of  fweetnefle 
initjtakeheed'of  abufingit;Thy  fins  cannot  overcome  Gods 
goodncfle,l€t  Gods  goodneflc  overcome  thy^  wickednefle. 

And  they  Jball  k^^wthe  L9rd,  Thej  JhdS  know  that  lam  the 
'Lord^{Q  the  Septuagint  hat h  it ;  fo  the  old  Latin,  th$m  (halt  kn$w 
tecaufe  J  AfH  tht  Lsrdi  But  we  rather  rcade  it  as  it  is  in  your 
hookcSyThej  fhaU  k^9w  tht  Lord. 

Bathovf  comstliisiDjnfaithfmlnffe,  and  they /ball  k^w  the- 
Lord} 

Thus,upon  thefetwo  reafons. 

Firft,  bccaufe  this  (hall  be  the  meant  to  keep  the  Church  the 

fpoufcofChriftinfaithfulncflcforever,  they  ftiall  know  Chrift 
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to  be  the  Lord.  As  if  Chrift.ftiould  fay,Thereafonof  all  your  vile 
dcpartings  from  me  all  this  while,  what  is  it  ?  you  do  not  know 
mCfjovi  do  not  fee  into  the  bounty  and  glory,  into  the  excellency 
of  myworthip,  and  what  I  am,  thatisthe  reafon  you  are  gone 
from  me  and  have  been  unfaithful!  to  mc,but  when  I  betroth  you 
cnjr  felf  again,  you  fliall  know  me,  you  (hall  fee  fo  much  beauty 
and  exceUency  inmcand  mine  ordinances  that  you  fhall  never 
depart  from  me. 

Low  thoughts  of  God  are  the  caufeoffuperftitious  vanities. 
Had  men  high  and  honourable  thoughts  of  God  they  would  ne- 
ver think  to  put  him  off  with  fuch  poor  bauble- woiAiip  as  they 
do.  jilh 9.7.  it  is  faid  the  G^Jrfgtvrj  Offearedto  Abraham,  that 
is  given  as  a  ground  why  Ahraham  would  forfake  his  Countrey 
his  fathers  heufe  and  his  kinred,  if  we  once  knew  the  Lord,  and 
that  the  God  ofglory  had  appeared  to  us,  we  would  be  ready  to 
forfake  all  for  him  and  give  up  our  felves  unto  him  in  an  everlaft- 
ing  covenant. 

Secondly,  Andthej  fiall  kp^w  «ir]]  This  is  as  a  fruit  of  my  be- 
trothing my  felf  unto  them,  as  a  finite  ot  the  Covenant,  itfr.31. 
34. 5rAfy  JhaUttaeb  no  mere  every  man  his  ntighbeur  and  every 
man  hie  brether^fayingyknow  the  Lerd  for  they  fhall  know  me  from 
the  teafi  of  them  nnto  the  greatefi  of  them^  faith  the  Lerd^  for  1 
ipilt  forgive  their  iniqmkie^  cfre.  Itisafruite  of  the  conjugall 
union  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  foul.  As  it  is  betwixt  man  &  wife, 
when  they  are  but  onely  fuitors,  well  willers,  they  do  not  com- 
municate their  fecrets  one  to  another,  but  whm  they  once  come 
to  be  married  together,  then  they  open  all  their  hearts^  there  is  no 
fccret  but  they  will  difclofeone  to  another.  So  /aith  God,when 
I  am  once  marryed  to  you,  I  will  even  open  my  whole  heart  to 
yGa^thefecret  of  the  Lor  die  with  them  that  f ear  c  him.  Thofe  who 
have  but  naturall  knowledge,  underftand  Ibmethingof  the  ways 
of  Religion,  of  the  mindc  of  Chrift ;  As  a  man  that  is  in  the 
darkemay  know  where  he  is,  by  feeling  hee  may  know  what 
length  and  thickneflc  many  things  in  the  houfe  are  of,  but  when 
the  light  of  the  day  comes,  then  hee  knows  what  there  is  in  the 
roome  after  another  manner  then  he  did  in  the  darkc :  tiiis  is  the 
difierencebetweene  knowledge  of  God  in  a  naturall  man,  and 
the  knowledge  of  one  cfpoufed  to  Chrift ,  by  his  naturall  know- 
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ledge  be  mtj  underftand  the  hidory  of  the  Gofpell>  lie  my  kiTe 
fome  generall  not  ions  of  God  and  of  ChriTcjIbuc  when  the  Sua  of 
righteoufiieaeftrirctb,  then  he  fees  theexceUency  and  gluey  of 
God^then  he  fees  Ged  (hintng  in  all  his attributes^he  fees  that  in 
ChrifE  which  drawes  his  heart  unto  him  in  tn  eveilafting  Co^e- 
naat.AswercadcC-i»f.7.5,  Chrifl  uhiliin  thegmlkries^xhaA 
is,  Chrift  aflfoone  as  he  is  mtrrycd  to  the  fbule,  tak^  it  as  it  were 
by  the  hand,  and  walkes  into  the  Galleries^  and  thmreopeneth 
lus  heart  unto  her.  There  ismany  afweet  tornetkac  agracious 
heart  hath  with  Chrjft  in  his  Ordinances^  wherein  Chiift  •pe* 
netheven  his  whole foulctiatoit,  hhn  i  ^.15.  Ai  tUngs^  faith 
Chrift,  thai  1  have  heard  i^f  my  Father  1  have  made  kpemi$a  Mf$te 
yen.  fin  tdtnirahietext^inrely  yoQcannodwtknow  the  Lord  thtn^ 
Here  is  the  fruit  of  our  onion  with  Ciurift.  Oh  that  our  hearts 
were  inflamed  with  defire  after  fiirdier  con/ngall  commuoion 
with  him  I  according  to  the  capacity  ofthefeuUo  Chrift  makes 
kno  wne  to  it  what  he  hath  heard  of  the  Father.  Certainly  Chrift 
hath  heard  great  thiligs  of  the  Fati^;  he  is  the  wifedooie  ofthe 
Father,  be  hath  beene  with  the  Father  from  all  eternity,  and  the 
Father  loves  hio),  be  will  tell  hfm  all  the  glorious  things  he  htth 
in  his  heart,  and  Chrift  will  hide  none  Qttho£ettun§s  from  his 
Saints*  Thisisthepriviledgeoi  a  Stint  ;  who  would  natbec 
godly,  by  which  he  (hall  come  to  know  the  foiiide  of  the  Father^ 
according  to  what  Chrift  kno  wes  of  it? 

Yea  and  Chrift  makes  God  knowne  to  the  Saints  in  anther 
way  then  others  knew  him.  a  Samq^if.  Then  O  LerdGedef 
hefts  ha^  revealed  to  thy  fervan$  y  foyoureadeitinyour  bookes^ 
but  k  is  in  the  Hebrew,  Lerdtheu  haft  revealed  thute  the  eare  ef 
thjfervant.  I  wonder  how  that  word  to  the  earecomstobc 
left  out  in  your  books,  in  which  indeed  the  emphafis  lyes,  lam 
fare  it  is  fo  in  the  text.  When  God  makes  known  himfelf  to 
his  people  he  revealeth  things  to  their  JE^crr^.as  wetoafnend 
who  is  intimate  with  us,we7pcak  a  thiogto  his  care.  There  is 
many  a fecret  which  Jesus  Cu&i  siipeaksintheearsof  his 
Saints,  which  others  never  come  to  be  made  acquainted  with, 
2  CerJ^.6.  Godwhecemmaadedthe light  tejhi^ ant efdarl^eeffe^ 
hath  finned  %n  eur  heartjy  to  give  the  tight  ef  the  kjtmeledge  ef  tha 
gl&ry  ef  Gedin  the  face  of  Je/tu  Chrift.  It  would  ask  ti«ie  fof 
.  the 
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the^  Dpei»i!ffi;iiie  gtadttioDf  of  this  Scripture,  hcr^i^  kgifffi^i 
Mg€,  mi  tki  kp^whJgf  0/  tki  gUrj  $f  G04  *nJ  ^^  '^*^  •/  ^^f 
k^0wle4lge^f  the  gUrj^f  G^d,  and  fiwing^  tod  yJw«f  *W#  #iicr 
b^arti^  int0  $mr  hemrtsim  thef4ce  ifhfm  Chrifi.  Surcljr  ehep 
they  AmU  know  the  Lord,  andtJiey  (hall  know  him  inayetyQ^i- 
ritnall  way.  TheU^of  the  Saints  is  a  light  three  ftorijQs  high; 
firft,  they  have  the  light  of  naturcj  which  iother  menhave^the 
l^ht  otFeafoD.  Sccondiy^  they  have  the  light  of  commoo  gifts 
which  other  Aen  have  too,  and  that  isAibry  higher  then  the  o- 
tber ;  Thirdly^  they  haved^  light  of  a  Andifying  (pirir»  that  i$  a 
third  loft,  andtfaqr  ihall  oometoafQttithfiory»  aodthatisthie 
light  tf  ^ory.  The  light  that  other  men  have  is  bat  as  the  light 
which  you  have  in  a  U  wa  room*  in  warc4iou(ea,  which  in  (base 
yon  know  isib  littfe  that  youarelaine|t()  uie acandleat  noone 
day,  fofofflcnatucallmcnfaavconely  thelightof  reafeo,  which 
indeed  is  rather  like  y<Hir  cellars  that  have  hut  a  little  light  00m- 
jnicig  in  a^a  grate ;  others  have  fooiewhat  more  light,  they  have 
camioongti^^  whichislike  the liahtinthc next ftory^  fome*- 
what  more  clear,  buttheli^htofthe  Saints  is  higher  then  all 
4<bd[e^bcy  know<^odas  theirGod.  GreatistheexceUeocyof 
this  knowledge,  the  ibultbath  blcfled  fiitiiFadion  in  it,  Ut  m  fee 
4he  Fatlm'Mdkfm^etbmj  thcfulncffeot  glory  that  is  let  out 
icitQ  the  ibulf  the  fanftification<tf  the  heart  by  thepiefenceof 
the  beams  of  the  glory  of  God»  being  transformed  into  the  iame 
image,  it  is  the  very  beginning  of^ernall  life.  Take  onely  this 
note  about  our  knowledge  of  God  by  Chrift,  whata  difrerent 
way  havjewrtoknow  IGodbyyfrom  that  which  heathens  bad. 
Ifyoureade  the  hiftories  of  the  Romans,  yea  Qiall  find  the  poor 
and  mean  wayes  that  thofe  wife  men  had  to  know  God^  as  thu^, 
they  would  lodk  into  the  intrailsof  beafts  thereby  to  iinde  wc 
the  mind  of  their  gods*^  they^would  oUervehowdie  beafts^came 
to^beflaughter,  whether  willingly  op  not  willingly,  whathevha-- 
zed  <^  not  baled,  they  gueRed  fbmewhat  at  the  mind  of  their 
Gods  by  that,  Vben  they  woi^ld  look  into  tJK  ^our  df  the  bow- 
-diSipf  the  beafts,  tiicn.Qbferve  whether  thecntrals  were  found  qt 
tiimjft^mtt^y  WA^iddbbibvethe'iire4:>^^  iwheihar 

rhefl|meafcet»d^vvightor  ncfty^aathty^caaietb  knowtbe  mind 
Kff  ^Jheir  go4a ;  ^f^hat  poor  wayes  are  thaic?  we  ihave  J  s  s:u  s 
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Chk  XST  Godblefledfor  eventheeternallSon  of  theFatiMTiWho 
is  cooic  from  the  bofome  of  the  FathcTjto  make  all  knowne  to  us, 
themindeof  Godybisandour  Father :  Weknowchen-ivrir  asitis 
in  lefitiy  not  onely  as  it  is  in  the  works  of  natpre ;  fome  know 
much  of  God  in  the  works  of  creation  and  providence,  we  may 
know  much  of  God  in  thoie  great  things  the  Lord  hath  of  late 
doneamongftus]  bat  to  know  the  troth  as  it  is  in  Jefiis,  to 
know  God  in  Chrifl,  this  is  another  manner  of  knowledge  thco 
to  know  God  in  the  way  of  his  works,  here  we  fee  the  troth  re- 
ally indeed  when  we  lee  it  in  Chx.i  st  Jb  sua.  Certainly 
then  none  isiited  onto  Chrift  in  a  conjugall  union  can  be  an  ig* 
norantfot,  for  Chriftmgageth  himfrlfinhisfaithfiilneflc9t9>on 
this  marriage  ofaibul  with  himfdfe,  toreveale  himielf  and  the 
Father  unto it,i#A,8. 54. 0/irA#iwjryi;  beyjpmr  (j#i,but  marke 
the  next  wordsjf^r  w  hAveH$t  l^nomu  him.  A  likely  matter  that 
he  {hc4ild  be  your  God  and  you  not  know  him,  a  likely  matter 
that  Chrift  (hould  be  veur  Saviour  and  you  not  know  lum,  feeine 
he  hath  ipigajs^d  himtelf  in  hisfaithfrilne(Ie,that  if  yeuiscmatryM 
to  him  you  (hall  know  him  and  his  Father.  . 

Ver.  21.  jind  itfisM  csmet^  fagt  iutbsi  Jay,  Iwiiheart 
fditk  the  Lerdjl  wiU  heart  the  heavens ,&€» 

Kowcomeintemporallpremtfes,  after  the  aflurtnceoPmer- 
cy  in  the  Covenant,  then  come  promifesfor  com,  and  wine,  and 
oyle ;  God  would  teach  us  this  leflbn  by  it,that  aU  oor  outward 
things  (zt  lead  the  fweetnes  and  comfort  of  them  j  depend  upon 
the  covenant  in  Chrift. 

1  wii  heare,  The  word  \%Rf^9nJieb$^  Iwitanfwer^  {o  it  may  be 
rendred  as  weIl,God  will  fo  heare  as  that  he  will  anfwer.  Many 
times  a  poor  man  aies  to  the  rich,  and  he  hears  him  but  he  wiU 
not  anfwer^but  faith  God,I  will  heare  fo  as  I  will  anfwer.  This 
is  a  moft  degant  expreffion^i  wii  heare  the  heavims,  and  thejffiaH 
heare  the  earthy  aad  the  earth  fidi  heare  the  ceme  aadthe  wime  aad 
tbeojU,  andthei  fiallheare Itzreei.'Mira  eratienisfttUimitai, 
a  wonderfuU  fuUuBity  of  f^eech  » (aith  one  Expofitor  of  it ;  hj^ 
fcrhlkawtetcfbera^  ahypecbolisal  aictaphor,£iithanotherffiv/* 
eherrima  frofif4fmia^me&  bcaotifixl  and  delightful  frefaf^fetia^ 
Taith  another  {thefe  cveatures  being  put  asitweremthcperfon 

of  a  man  u  if  they  ondcrftood  what  they  did.    As  if  the  Lord 
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(houM  fty  thus.  My  people,  yon  indeed  through  your  ^  have 
been  brought  into  great  ftrair«,you  have  wanted  corne,and  wine, 
and  oylcj  you  have  beenfcattered  in  your  baniihment,  but  when 
I  (hall  betroth  my  ieif  unto  you  and  enter  intoacQVoiant  with 
you,  then,  when  you  (hall  cry,  oh  that  we  might  have  thefe  out- 
ward  comforts ,  prefently  the  corne,  and  the  wine,  and  the 
oyle,  as  itthey  heard  your  complaints » (hall  fay,  Oh  Lord  we 
would  help  leweri  and  fttisfie  thele  thy  fcrvants;  the  oorne 
fliall  cry  to  the  earth,  oh  earth  let  me  come  into  your  bowels,  I 
willrottherethAcfo  I  may  being  forth  fruit  for  this  people^  the 
vines  and  the  olive  (hall  ddkc  the  earth  to  receive  them,  to  give 
juiceand  nouri(hthenttothem>  that  they  may  reh:eih  thelere-: 
concilcdonestoGod;tbe  earth  (hall  fay,  oh  that  I  could  enter- 
taine  the  come,  and  wine,  and  oile  that  I  may  be  fruitful!  in  my 
kinde,  but  oh  heavens  I  can  do  nothing  except  I  have  your  influ- 
cncct  and  the  (hine  of  the  fun  to  warme  me  to  make  me  friit5lifie, 
therefore  oh  heavens  come  in  and  alfift  methati  may  feiAifie 
for  IcMj^el ;  and  the  heavens  they  (hall  cry.  Lord  we  would  faine 
help  the  earth,  that  the  earth  may  help  the  corne>  and  wine,  and 
oyle,  thatthey  may  Inpply  IfKreel,  but  we  can  do  nothing  with* 
out  thine  hand,  therefore  do  thou  h^areus,  do  thou  giveus leave 
torayneupon  the  earth  that  it  maybe  ftuitfiiU.  Thus  the  crea- 
tures are  brought  in  crying  to  help  It^etl.  Take  tfaefeobfer- 
vations. 

Firft,  See  our  condition  in  this  world,  thoi^h  reconciled  to 
God  yet  while  we  are  here  we  muftbe  beholden  to  the  corne, 
asd  wincy  to  the  earth,  and  heavens,  v^e  know  not  how  to  do 
without  them. 

Secondly,  When  we  are  reconciled  to  God,then  the  aeatures 
wilLbeferviceabletous,  yea  they  will  begreedytodousgood, 
they  will  cry  for  it.  Let  us  take  heed  of  provoking  God,  the  crea* 
tures  then  will  be  againCt  us.  I  have  read  of  Gmrdim  a  martyr, 
giving  this  anfwtr  to  t^iofe  v^o  would  have  had  him  deny  the 
truthjf  I  deny  it  faithhe,the  Sun9andMoon,a]|^  ftarres  will  deny 
melight.  If  we  ferve.God,  the  creatures  will  account  it  their 
happinefle  to  ferve  us. 

Thirdly,  God  ufeth  to  work  ^ood  for  his  people  by  Second 
cauftOi   Hedoch[not  frnd  theft  tUngsimmediatly  from  heaven, 
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but  Che  hciTenS  here  the  carth>&  tfae  esrth  hem  theobrneand  the 
wine Wc  muft  look  to  fc-cond  caufc«,but  ukc  heed  of  refting  upr 
onftcond  ctufes.  Ithath  beenGodswarkamoogftasof  iateio 
finding  out  treacheries,  and  giving  fuccefles  to  manifcftJufnfidFe 
very  ftraiigely  Mrhen  the  means  have  been  very  poor ;  Nay  indeed 
God  hath  made  as  much  nfe  of  mens  weaknes  ,  air  ef  their 
ftrength;  but  let  not  us  therefore  beflack  in  tfaeufeof meanes^lft 
us  doe  the  beft  wee  can»  though  GoA  ibmetimes  work  beyond 
mcans^nd  contrary  to  meaxieSyyet  ordinarily  he  makes  ufe  of  ie- 
cond  caufes^not  only  to  work  44^«/ri9rMi»^as  Biel  th^  SchooW 
man  and  others  fay^tfaat  is,onely  together  with  the  ctesturc ;  but 
there  is  fay  they  no  efficacie  at  all  oi  them  ifloing  intothe  cffeA ; 
but  the  truth  is^  God  doth  make  ufe  of  fecoud  cau&s  otherwiie>  fo 
as  there  is  fome  vertue  and  eificacie  in  them  to  work  the  thing 
that  God  intends. 

Fourthly y  There  is  a  concatenation  of  focond  cattfes;not  onely 
an  ufe  of  them ,  but  every  one  in  their  order  fiipplyes  the  other, 
the  heavens  heare  the  earth,  and  the  earth  hearss  the  corne,  onc 
after  another.  If  we  could  fee  the  comely  order  of  tfae  creatures, 
we  (hould  ftethem  all  bang  together  in  a  golden  chaine  \  t%  itis 
inthejoyntsof(hebody,onebon6fi^plyeth  another^  one  place 
is  hollow  to  take  tn  another,  io  one'  caufe  in  nature  flip* 
plyeth  and  commethin  totheother.  Asinourfalvatioa  there 
{%  a  golden  chaine  which  we  hzyrtRom.i.  fo  in  the  creatures 
there  i%  a  golden  chaini  of  coQicly  order  and  mntuall  fiipply- 
ance. 

Fiftly,  God  is  at  the  higher  end  of  the  chaine,  and  nothing  can 
be  dene  by  any  link  of  the  chaine  of  fecond  caufes ,  but  by  Gods , 
being  at  theuppermoft  link.  Itzretl  muft  cry  to  the  corn^  and 
Wine,  and  oyle,  and  they  muft  cry  to  the  earth,  and  the  earth 
mu(l  cry  to  t  he  heavens,fae  muft  be  the  higheilcaufe. 

Sixtly,It is  moft  comely, and  I  great  blefling,  when  the  right 
order  and  chaine  of  fecord  caufes  hold ;  As  it  is  in  Nature,  fo  in 
any  Society,  in  a4Common*wealth,  ioaCity,  when  all  keep 
their  due  fubordination^  as  when  the  tradeGnan  works  in  his 
way,  the  Magiftrate  in  his  way,the  Minifter  in  his  way,and  cye« 
ryOificerinhisploce,everyooekceping  his  order :  l^utwhehit 
is  other  wife,  when  they  are  out  of  order^  it  i%  a  great  mifety  up^ 
^  on 
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Oft  a  City  or  Kingdoms  As  it  was  once  among  the  Atheniam, 
Thtfmflocles  tilth  d(  W%{oi\,  a  bold  youth.  This  boy  can  doe 
more  then  any  n>an  in  all  Greece,  Why  ?  For  faith  he ,  the 
Athenians  comnrand  the  Grecians ,  and  i  command  the  A-^ 
thenians,  and  my  wife  commands  me,  and  fey  fonne com- 
mands my  wi(e  ;  here  was  the  concatenation  of  tkat  go- 
vernment. God  deliver  all  focieties  from  iiKh  a  concatenation, 
thattbe  beginning  of  any  publique  woik,  1  meane  the  lower  link 
of  the  chaine  (h6uld  be  perhaps  ina  whoremafter,  and  he  (hould 
commandoocy  and  that  one  another^  and  fo  one  after  another. 
This  i$  a  fearfull  judgement  wherefoever  it  is* 

7.  God  is  the  giver  of  all  plenty,  he  accounts  it  his  glory  to 
giveraine.  ler,  5.  24.  God  there  wondtrs  that  men  will  not 
fearc  him  becaufe  of  that,  Neither  ({aith  he)  eUf  they  fay  in  their 
hedrts.  Lit tu femre  Gadthat givetbrMfic.  As  if  he  flbould  fay. 
It  is  tftrtnge  impudence  in  men,  what ,  will  not  they  fay  jn 
their  beartSf  Let  us  feare  God,  feeing  be  gives  us  raine  ^  Thus 
God  glorieth  in  this  great  work  when  be  hearcth  the  heavens^and 
the  heavens  heare  the  earth,  the  heavens  will  be  as  braflc  over  us, 
and.tbe  earth  as  iron,  unleffe  God.  heare  xbem ,  and  fciwi  raine. 
TberefcTC  let  God  be  acknowledged  in  that  raine  w6  have  had 
oflatc;  the  creatures  wanted  graflc,  and  thegraflfeayedtotbe 
heavens,  and  the  heavens  crycd  unto  Cod,  and  God  l»th  beard 
tbe  heavens,  and  fentdewoe  raine,  and  fo  we  fee  the  earth  bath' 
been  refreflied,  abundance  of  good  hath  come  to  us  by  thofe 
fhowers.  Give  God  the  glory  ot  this. 

8.  Allplentyisgivcnfor  thefakcofiht  Saiiits.How?  God 
heares  the  heavens,  and  the  heavens  heare  the  earth,  and  tbe  earth 
hears  the  corn,  and  the  wine,  andthcoyle,  apdthty  heare  7r-c- 
reeL  It  is  for  y«r^*// fake  that  the  earch  bear^  the  come,  and 
the  heavens  beare  the  earth,  7.nd  God  hears  the  heavens.  Were 
it  not  for  tbe  Saints,  the  earth  would  foone  come  to  a  con- 
fufion,  Thej  are  the  klejpni  ^fthiearth^Efdj  \  8. 24.     . 

9.  If  tbe  aeaturea  work  fogradoufly  for  us,  hoW  fliould  we 
then  work  for  God,  and  one  for  .another  ^  Wiiat,  fliall  the  ere  a* 
tares  cry  one  to  another,  and  heare  one  another  tor  otr  good^ 
and  fhall  God  ay  to  ns,  and  we  not  heare  God  ?  Thd  ftnlr 
kfle  ccgrn  cryes  to  the  eftrtb,0  eart  h  help  me  that  I  may  help  Uk»^ 

___Q5qq  3  reel 


noc 


Digitized  by 


670-    I 


An  Exfofititm  of 


!Ihap.2. 


Obfcr. 


Otfer. 


rcily  and  the  earth  trycs  to  the  hcaveni,  O  heavens  fend  downe 
year  influences,  and  the  heavens  fay.  We  will  heare',  and  the 
earth  faith,  Iwillheare;  Shall  the  earth  heare,  and  the  heavens 
heare  for  oar.good,  and  (hail  not  we  heare  when  God  cryes  tor 
hdpe?  God  criesto  you  many  times  t«  helpeio  his  caafe,  and 
wilt  not  thou  heare  to  worke  for  him?  O  vile  creature,  how  un- 
reafonable  are  thy  wayes  before  the  Lord ! 

i^ine,faow  ftiould  we  heare  the  cryes  of  the  poore?  When 
we  arc  in  want,  the  come  cryes  to  the  earth,  and  the  earth  cryes 
to  the  heavens,  and  the  heavens  cry  to  God  for  us.  When  the 
poore,I  meane  Gods  poore,  whoja  Gods  hand  hath  made  poore, 
cry,will  not  you  heare  ?  Will  you  be  more  hard  hearted  then  the 
earth  and  the  heavens  are?  feeing  thejr  heare  you,  doe  you  heare 
the  cry  ot  your  poore  brethren. 

Further,  If  God  will  heare  the  creatures  when  they  cry  for  us, 
how  much  more  will  he  heare  Jefiis  Chrift  when  he  ayes  for  us? 
It  is  our  happineffe  in  part,  that  we  have  all  the  creatures  cry  to 
Godforourgood,butthetopofourhappinefleisrhis,  that  wee 
have  Jcfus  Chrift  the  Mediatourofthe  newcovenant,making  in- 
terceifion  at  the  right  hand  of  God  continually  for  us. 

Laftly,  Gods  mercies  goe  thorough  when  they  worke  for  the  ^ 
Saints,  thecornebeginnethto  cry  to  the  earth,  that  ftaves  not' 
here,  but  the  earth  goes  on  and  cryes  to  the  heavem ,  the  aeavens 
go  on  and  cry  to  Gcd.  Gods  mercies  to  his  Saints  never  leave  till 
the  thing  be  done. 

•  Am  1  wiHfow  her  unpe  me  im  the  earth. 

What  great  mercy  it  this  for  God  to  grant  plenty,if  he  deftrey 
his  people  ?  Our  Countrey  is  plentiful!,  but  if  God  fhould  con- 
fume  us  out  of  the  land,  what  good  will  our  plenty  doe  us?  There- 
fore ^lithGod,  1  will  few  her  finto$ne  in  the  earth.  Indeed  (he  is 
now  a  poore  contemptible  people,  and  there  are  but  few  of 
them  remaininguponthe earth, but  I  will  maketliem  afeed,and 
a  feed  that  the  Lord  hath  bleflfcd. 

J  wHfew  her.  Here  the  Lbrd  alludeth  to  the  name  lexreel^ 
which  ii^nifies  the  (eed  of  the  Lord,  fowen  of  the  Lord.  It  was 
ufed  in  tiie  firil  Chapterin  an  opprobrious  Way,  and  in  the  latter 
end  oTthat  Chapter  in  a  way  of  mercy  J  fpeake  of  it  there,there- 
fore  I  fliril  not  need  fty  much  now,ooly  this,  God  makes  uie  of 
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the  word  here ,  to  put  ber  in  mind  of  what  (he  deferred ;  as  if  he 
fliottld  fay  y  though  thoa  beeft  a  Uwift  and  deferveft  to  be  fcatte- 
rcd,yctlwillbe  mcrcifiall  to  thccout  of  free  grace,  I  willfow 
thee  9  there  (hall  come  a  blefling  upon  thee ,  •  and  though  thou 
becft  fcattered  up  and  downe  in  the  earth,  yet  in  all  places  thou 
(halt  be  as  feed  from  whence  my  Church  ihall  fpring. 

Hence  the  notes  are;  l^irfl;,  fhat  Code  people  are  the  feed  of 
the  earth :  But  oi  that  before  in  the  latter  endof  the  (irft  Chapter, 
onely  I  will  adde  a  note  ofRitera  about  it :  The  feed,  faith  he, 
lies  under  the  clods,  and  at  length  frudifies;  fo  (hould  the  Saints 
be  consent  to  lie  under  the  clods,  and  though  they  may  (ceme  in 
regard  of  their  a(9ided  condition  to  be  dead,  to  be  rotjten*  yet 
they  (hall  be  glorious  and  fruiflifie  afterward.  Before  the  time  of 
the  Churches  glory,  timesof  great  calamitie  and  dUlrefle  come, 
which  this  rotting  of  the  feed  before  the  frudifying  fcts  out  un- 
to us. 

Secondly,  every  godly  man  (hould  fo  Live,  as  either  in  Ufe  or 
death  he  (nould  be  as  a  feed  from  whence  many  may  ^ring  ;  he 
fhoidd  be  a  meanes  that  many  (hould  be  begotten  to  God«  It  is 
reported  ef  Cicilia^  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Church,  t  poore 
Virgin,  thatby  her  gracious  behayioDr  in  her  martyrdome,  (he 
was  the  meanes  of  convccting  foure  hundred  to  Chrift  i  As  m 
the  Indies,  onecernebringeth  forth  divers  hundreds,  £>  we 
(hould  labour  to  convert  as  many  as  we  can ,  that  foxne  that  live 
after  may  continue  to  beare  up  the  name  of  Chrift ,  and  the  pro* 
ft'ifion  dfhis  truth.  Efpecially  be  earefuU  of  your  childrep,  leave 
them  ^  (eed  to  hold  up  the  name  of  God  in  thy  family  when 
thou  art  dead  and  gone. 

Andfurther,/  wiifiwherumjfelfc.  The  Saints  are  (bwen 
onto  Chri(t,  they  are  feed  for  Chrifl,  therefore  all  their  fruit  muft 
be  given  up  unto  Chrift;  Chrift  muft  have  all  the  fruit  we  beare:  I 
Who  (hould  have  the  fruit  but  he  that  fpweth  it  ?  Therefore  I 
CdHt.j.i^M  AH  manner  pf  fUrfoMifruits  y  pufw  asd  p/dwkkhJ 
h4V€  Ididuf  for  ihee  O  my  Moved.  Are  Wee  able  to  beare  any 
fruit  ?  Let  us  lay  it  up  all  for  Jefus  Chrift^  &r  it  is  he  that  fo weth 
us  unto  himfelfe,  we  muft  not  low  to  our  ftlves ,  not  to  the  flcih, 
for  thep  we  (hall  reape  coiruption/batallfor  Chrift. 
jindlwiSfihpmercjmfomhertbsth^HHoitdinfdmtrn, 
I  Divers 
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wtw  fffdktti  d^ixi  the  firft  Gimpter.  Oiicly  thcfc  notes  Cor  the 
pnfcnt, 

Thei^  are  none  h  re;e<^ed  as  that  they  can  conclude  that  they 
ihail4ievcr  have  mercy,  (thofe  that  have  conrmitted  the  finne  a- 1 
gaind  the  holy  Ghofc  excepted)  though  Ifraei  h«doot  obtained 
mercy,  thonghtfaey  were  caflout^  yea  cafl:  out  tothebeafts  to  be ! 
den^oiired,  yea  fafith<5od,  1  wiijbew  mercy  ufn  her. 

Secondly,  Children  of  wicked  parents  may  at  length  obtaine 
tncrcy  from  God.  Though  Ifracl  be  caft  off,  vet  ^r  children 
fliiaU  hirv'Cinercy^  A^mforttous  in  regard  otth^  Idolatry^ 
ourfor^hers,  yeaatomtort  in  regard otthe children  tliatac^jo 
come.  Our  formtheis  have  broken  the  Covenant^  why  may 
not  we  ©btiine  mercy  ?  But  luppofe  we  (hould  be  the  genemti- 
Off  oFGods  wra(^h,  and  not  obtnine  mercy ,  yet  wee  may  have 
hopethat  the  poftcrity  following  (hall have  mercy. 

TSwrdly,  Mercy  4fcer  it  is  thought  to  be  paft ,  if  then  it  ceme, . 
Ohit  is  fweet  mercy  indeed  I  when  (hefeemed  tobeatterlype-^j 
jefted,  then  to  have  mercy  (hewedfthisisfweet. 

I^ouAhly>  Metcy  is  thecaufeof  alltheeoodtheSaintshAVe. 
On«?Scriptureforit,jPyi/.57.3,  Stnd  frnmheavMny  fskkD^t/idlf, 
bavidw^s  in  the  Cave,  ina  poore  condition,  hunted  for  hislife,  1 
perfc«uted  by  Saul;  I  fee  little  helpe  from  earth,  &ith  he,  therc^ 
tore  O  Lord  (end  from  h^avai ;  What,  (hall  God  fend  Angels 
ftom  heaven  to  deliver  thee  D^vW/  No,  but  markewhat  fol- 
loweth,  Gad JhaR fend  f$r$h  hU  mercy  sndifis  trmt^;  as  if  he  (hould 
.&y,  Lord  though  I  have  no  helpe  in  earth,  though  I  fee  no  Angels 
from  heaven  to  helpe  me ,  y^t  let  me  have  thy  mtrcy  and  truth, 
^nd  that  is  enough.  This  fitisfies  a  gracious  heart,  if  he  may  iiave 
Gods  mercy  and  his  truth,  that  is  Gods  mercy  re vealed  in  a  pro- 
«jife.  ... 

Laftiy,  Godhat  h  a  fpeciall  day  of  toercy  for  hifS  people,  for»his 
Ch'Urtfees  •  1  wilt'httvi  mercy  ufonhtt  that  h^th  n^t  cktmnedmer^ 
cy,^  LetuscrytoGod  fbrthehaftcning  ofthisday ,  kt us  open 
the  mifcriesof  our  owneTCingdome ,  and  of  Ireland ;  Oh  when 
ll^aUtittS'Aiy  come  that  rhoii  wilt  (hew  mercy  to  thy  people 
which  thou  haft  told^us  of  J  Gh  that  that  day  iAay;haftrt  1  Come 
LordJ^fus^oomequicklyv  • 
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And  1  wis  fay  t§  tbtm  which  win  not  my  fiofU* 

This  is  that  we  hid  hi  the  firft  Chapter  onely  with  fome  dif- 
ference, there  it  is  3  In  thi  plaa  where  it  waefmJjee  are  not  mj 
foopk.  And  I  (hewed  you  when  I  opened  that  place,  both  out  of 
the  iE#i»4ff/,  and  out  of  P^^^r,  how  the  Apoftle  makes  u(e,  both 
of  thac  sn  the  firft  Chapteryand  this  here  in  the  iecond,onely  take 
a  hint  of  the  truths  in  it. 

PirftiGodhathafpeciallinterdR:  in  his  people;  they  are  hu 
peoplC) they  arecalled  hisfeculiar peofle,  Tif.2. 1 4.  The  word 
haththif  emphafisioit,  God  lookes  upon  all  other  things  as  ac* 
cidentsincoinpari(bn,andhis  fubftanceis  his  people,  they  are 
his  very  portion,  as  Dfi^r.  3  3 . 1 5^.  and  fAT^^  1 9 . 5 .  they  are  £1^  ^f- 
CMlidrtreafkreatoveaBfeofUintheworld;  zndEfitj  15^.25.  yif- 
Jyrin  the  works  of  my  hands,  andlfrael  mine  inheritance .  I  have 
made  all  people ,  bat  Ifrael  is  mine  inheritance.  This  is  the  hap* 
pinefleottbe  Saints ,  therefore  theyarenot  as  other  people  are  > 
Nttmi.  13. 5;.  This  people JhaU  dweU  alone ^  and  fballnot  h  rec^ 
kvned  among  the  Nations  ^  this  is  a  great  ground  ef  pray  er,Xr9r^ 
kaveuenot^we are thjpeopJe,calledfijthj name,  we  have  an  in- 
tereftinthee. 

Againe^  this  is  an  argument  to  walke  foasCod  may  not  be 
diAionoured  by  us,  for  we  are  his  pcx>ple.  If  thofe  iB  a  mans  fa- 
mily walkc  diibrd^rly ,  it  is  a  difhonour  to  the  Mafter  of  the  fa- 
mily; itisnodifhonour  to  himforaftraxiger,  or  one  who  hath 
little  reference  to  him)to  walke  diforderly ;  It  isnotfo  much 
di Aionour  to  God  for  the  wicked  to  walke  diforderly,  as  for  the 
Saints,  in  regard  of  their  neerencflie  to  God :  And  befides,  their 
light  is  (as  I  told  you)  three  ftories  high,  and  if  they  (in ,  they  dn 
agaii^  a  greater  light  then  others  doe,  their  (inne  is  greater  then 
thefinne  ol  the  wicked  in  that  regard. 

Further,  IwiB  fay  $0  them  which  were  not  my  people  ^  thou  art 
mj  people  ^  I  will  o wne  them  before  all  tht  world. 

It  is  a  great  mercy  for  God  to  make  it  knowne  to  thcM^orld, 
that  his  people  arc  his  people.  The  world  will  not  beleeve  it, 
they  thinkethey  are  a  poore  contemptible  people,  but  there  (ball 
come  a  day  that  I  will  make  it  knowne  that  they  are  mine; 
And  amocf^  other  things  by  which  God  will  make  aU  the 
world  to  know  that  his  people  are  his,  this  is  one,  in  fet»- 
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ting  up  the  beauty  of  hii  Ordintnces  amongil  tkcm*  £v^.  ^7. 
27.  iW;  Tatirmacie  al/o/bsM  ke  mth  tkem^  jts  J  wiB  h  tlnir  Gifd, 
anithejJbMUkemjfecfUy  Mnd  th§  Heathtn  Jball  kn^w  thMlthc 
LordJoe/dnfUfiel/rdely  when  mj  Saft^lmtrffialihiM^be  midjt 
0ffhim.  Thus  they  (hall  know,  faith  God,  that  they  are  my  peo- 
ple, and  that  I  tm  their  God,  Mr  hen  I  haTC  fet  my  Sandhiary  in 
the  midft  of  them  for  ever.  Were  it  that  the  Ordinances  of  God 
mij^ht  be  fct  up  in  theirpurity  amongft  us  in  England,  were  Re- 
formation peifefted,  and  the  Saints  walked  humbly  and  peace- 
ably as  they  ftiould,  the  whole  world  will  be  convinced,  that 
tbefe  are  indeed  the  people  of  the  Lord,  and  that  God  is  amongft 
them* 

jind  thn  JkdUftj^  tbpu  art  mj  G^d. 

God  mult  begin  with  u$,  we  cannot  begin  and  fay,  Lwrd^  tbm 
urt  my  Gcd,  but  God  muft  begin  with  us  firft,  and  fiiy ,  T^n  are 
my  feefU.  There  are  a  great  many  who  fay,  God  is  their  God,bttt 
God  ncTer  faid,tfaey  were  fads  peoplcitf^n  i  .t  a.it  is  faid  of  th<^ 
whobekeved  m  Cbrift,  that  G^d  gave  them  C^^wvrJ  te  he  the 
Sonnes  ef  Ged^  the  Wi  rd  (ignifies  authority ^  that  they  m  ight  with 
authority  acknowledge  themfelves  to  be  the  fonsolGad,  and 
call  God  Father,  they  had  the  broad  Scale  for  it.  Will  you  call 
God  Father?  where  is  your  *^wU,  your  authority?  If  God  call 
you  children,  if  he  fay  yoa  are  my  people,  you  may  give  tke  Ec^ 
choto  Gods  mercy  and  fay ,  thou  art  our  Father,  th«u  arc  our 
God* 

Secondly,  When  God  fpeakes  mercy  tons,  we  moft  anfwer 
according  to  it.  Doth  God  Ciy,  you  are  my  |ieople?  we  muft  an^ 
fwer.  Lord,  thou  srt  our  God.  This  is  a  ^reat  fault  901011^ 
Chnftians,  Go4manifcftshim(ett€to  mtny  agracious  heart  in 
abundance  of  love  and  mercy^ft  they  give  mn  anuver  to  God  in  a 
way^defpairingaAd^iiootira^einent.  G^d^ways  toward  thee. 
(peak  thus,andiay^houoct'Onc^ijf  my  peopde,butihy  heartWQrks 
ts  if  ^3od  were  none  of  thy  God.  Htth  not  God  done  much  tor 
tbeef  thou  thiakeft  it  is  all  in  hy  po:rilie  that  thou  doft,wherBS  the 
t  nirJi  is,  it  is  thcirpit  of  his  kwre  and  kiodiiefleto  thee«  He  (peaks 
tloud  \x\  what  he  i.atii  done  fi^rthae,  chat  thou  art  oncof  kis  peo* 
pl^^  andyatthy  heart  tJiinksciiatKeiathinaenami«,that  he  hates 
thee^and  wilicsftdiee^at  laft.  T^e  wayos  of  God  ace  lull  of 
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(Bercy  to  ri^et  J  and  hf  litthfirtfill  ftampe  upon  thee,  tndbjrhis 
wiy^  of  love  fie  tels  thee  thtt  tfacHs  belonged  tsnto  fiim*  Oh  on- 
bekeTing  fettle  ,anfwer  Lord  thou  art  my  God  {  tndUytddc 
thefe  difcounging  and  finking  thoc^hts  of  thine;  Oh  that  thou 
wouldit  goe  away  with  fuch  an  anfwer  In  thy  mqatU  I  Doe  not 
answer C^dt  lotin^  kindneile ,  and  his  gracious  dealings  to- 
wards thee  with  difcouragenent  and  finking  of  hearty  this  Is 
dUhonourable  to  \Am^  and  tedious  to  his  Spirit. 

Thirdly,  GodworkesananfweriMedirpofition  in  the  hetrts 
ofhis  people  nntohin.  This  is  thy  duty,  but  God  willworke 
it  in  time  if  thou  belonged  to  him.  As  thus,  doth  Godchufeus 
to  be  his  people?  then  the  hearts  of  the  Saints  chu(e  him  to  be 
their  God  j  DothGod  fay,  you  are  my  peojdc?  the  Saints  fay, 
Lord  thou  art  our  God ;  Doth  God  fay,  I  will  d  well  with  them? 
thcyanfwer,  Lord  thou  art  our  habitation;  Doth  Godfiy,  I 
del^ht  in  them  ?  they  fay.  Lord  oar  ddight  i%  in  thee.  Doth 
God  fty,  I  willrcft  in  them  for  ever  }  the  Church  faith,  O  my 
feule  retume  unto  thy  reft.  Here  is  a  fwect  anfwcr,  a  rebound  tf 
all  Gods  loving  kindnefle. 

Laftly,  the  Saints  muftproRflt  God  to  be  theirs.  It  is  note - 
nough  to  beleeve  with  the  heart,  but  thou  muft  coftfeffe  with  the  ] 
mou .  h ;  profefle  it  outwardly  :  of  this  before. 

Further,  this  is  the  higheft  happineife  of  the  Saints,  that  God 
is  their  God,  when  they  can  fay  this,  they  have  enough.  If  we 
could  fay,  this  hi»ufc  is  mine,  this  ftreet ,  this  Lordlliip ,  this 
City,  this  Kingdome,  this  World  is  mine;  What  is  all  this? 
A  Chriftian  comes  at  length,  and  faith,  this  God  that  madeall 
is  mine.  As  it  is  reported  of  the  French  Ambafladour ,  and 
the  Spanifli  meeting  together,  faith  the  Spanifh  Ambaffadour, 
my  Mafteris  Kingof  Spaine;  my  Mafter  (replied  the  Freixh) 
is  King  of  France ;  my  Mafter  (aid  the  Spaniard  again  is  King 
of  Naples,  and  my  Mafter  faid  the  French  is  Kingof  France; 
my  Mafter  is  King  of  Portugal,and  my  Mafter  isKing  of  France: 
ftiUheafliwered  with  that ,-my  Mafter  is  King  0fFrance,asbcing 
enough  to  anfwer  all  the  feverall  Kingdomes  o\  the  Spaniard.  So 
one  faith,  I  have  this  houfe,  this  land,  thisftock^  this  eftate,  this 
trade,  yea  but  faith  a  Chriftian,  I  have  God,  God  is  mine ;  Surely 
having  him,  thou  haft  enough.  And  if  God  be  thy  God ,  he  will 
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be  t  God  tothcc.    i  Chrcn.if.t^.  TheL^ricfh^^g  k  God 0/, 
Ifrdil^  even  M  Gedtp  IfraeL  So  it  iBuft  be  with  thee^if  tkou  becft 
a  Saint  of  God,  be  a  Saint  to  God  $  Are  we  a  people  of  God^then 
we  muft  be  a  people  to  God.   BUJed  ^re  the  fi$fU  that  an  in 

fnch  4  cdfe^yea  Mffj  are  the  people  whofe  Godie  the  Lord. 

Thus  we  had  opened  the  gracious  snanifcftation  otGod  tohii 
Churchy  in  part  fdfiUed  fpirituall/)  to  fpirituall  Ifiracl  here^  but 
more  fenfibly  tobe  inadegood  atthegreat  ivfoileveeljibztitj 
when  the  Jews&allbecalled)  then  the  Spoctfe  of  Chnft  in  a 
vifible  way  (hall  be  thus  marryed  unto  bixn^  and  the  Lord  wiU  be 

.  their  God«  lereme  faith  upon  the  text,  AU  thefe  thinga^  that  are 
here  j^omifed  to  the  Chmcb,  the  Jews  expeft  it  at  the  end  of  the 
world,  after  the  time  of  Antichhil;  And  I  make  00  queftion 
though  in  a  fpirituall  fenie  this  Scripture  if  made  eood  fei^the 
prefent  unto  the  Saints,  yetinamorevi(3:)le  andfenfibleway^ 
aU  this  Scripture  will  be  made  gpod  to  the  people  of  the  Jews^ 
and  the  Gentiles  then  j  oy ning  with  them  even  literally,  the  do- 
ry of  the  Church  (hall  be  vifible  and  apparant^  More  whereof  in 
the  next  Chapter. 
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Ch  A  p.  3*     Ve  R.     I,  2,  3, 

Then  faiithe  Lard  nnto  me^g9  yet^  Irvi  d  womM  (beUvedaf  her 
friend^jet  an  adhltrejfe)  according  f^  the  Jove  of  the  Lord  toward , 
the  children  of  Ifraeljfeho  look^to  other  go^  anilove  faggont  of 
wine. 

So  1  hoteght  her  to  me  for  fifteen  pieces  of  fiver  ^  and  for  an  homer 

ofharley^  and  an  halfe  homer  of  bar  ley. 
.  And  If  aid  unto  her^  thoufljalt  abide  for  me  manj  dayes^  thoufia/t 
not  fUf  the  harlot^and  tkoujhalt  not  be  for  another  man^fo  wiU  1 
alfobeforthee. 

He  dofe  of  the  former  Chapter  bad  much  mercy  in 
%  and  this  Chapter  contakies  the  expreflion  of 
much  love  alfb  toIfiae|,but  f  et  withall^God  ttU3 
therm  of  that  meane  and  low  eftate  they  are  like  to 
^be  in  before  that  timecoms,for  the  fulfilling  of  all 
that  goodthat  God  intendesto  them.  God  pur- 
pofes great  mercy  tor  them,  his  heart  is  much  fct  upon  them,  but 
they  muft  for  a  lot^  time  bcare  their  iniquity,,  they  muft  be 
brought  into  a  vile  and  a  defblate  condition  in  their  captivity^ 
even  until!  a  iecond  appealing  oFChriil:.  Butiaall  this  time  the 
heart  of  God  would  be  toward  them,  his  intentions  would  be 
ftrong  for  good  to  that  people  abc ve  all  the  people  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth :  though  they  might  fctmeto  be  utterly  re jefted  of 
the  Lord ,  and  that  for  many  yeers  ,  yet  he  would  look  to- 
ward them  as  a  people  that  he  intended  yet  to  marry  unto  hiir- 
relF,andin  time  mercy  (houldbceak  forth  glorioufly  upon  them, 
and  his  lume  (hould  be  magnified  in  their  returning  imtohlm^ 
fo  as  thjeir  hearts  (hould  melt  toward  bis  g^oddefle,  they  (hould 
not  abufe  it  any  more  as  formerly  they  had  done,  but  they  (hould 
returne  and  feeki  ^  Lard  their  God  and  David  their  King,  and 
■ Rrrr  3  feara 
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ff4r0ph0  Lird  and  his  ^^^dnej^^inthp  Uftrr  daja.    This  i$  the 
Icopcof  the  Chapter, 

In  which  you  have  three  things. 
I .  Gods  love  continued  unto  an  adulterefle^  Ifracl. 

2.  The  low  and  metne  condition  of  this  adultercft  fer  t 
longtime. 

3.  The  rctume  of  God  in  infinite  mercy  toward  tiiem  at  the 
latter  day , together  with  their  rctnmc  unto  him. 

And  the  LorJfdidmnto  me^9jet,  Uve  d  woman  (beloved  of  her 
friend^  jet  an  adultreffe.^ 

Wc  have  here  a  new  mjunflion  to  the  Prophet^  and  chit  femc- 
what  htrdcr  then  his  former.  In  the  firft  Chapter  G«d  com- 
manded him  to  goe  and  take  a  wife  of  whoredames^  btitfiere 
God  commandeth  mm  to  love  am  admlttrep^vfhidti  is  foraewhtt 
more  then  to  take  her  unto  hipfelf.  Whit  that  was  of  taking 
a  vfifeofwhoredomes  hath  been  opened  in  tlie  former  ChapceTj 
and  may  fpare  fome  labour  in  this.  It  is  hereavifion  as  it  was 
there ;  As  if  God  (hould  fay  unto  Hofea^  Hofea  it  i$  /lift  with-cne 
as  it  would  be  withthee^iftkoalhotildeft  go  and  have  a  wifemn 
adultereifc,  not  witliftanding  all  the  love  (he  hath  foundry  etftiU 
an  adultereffc,  St  thine^  beartihoold  be  upon  her^Cb  as  then  could- 
eft  not  tike  thy  heart  from  her^but  thou  muft  needs  love  tki^  adcd- 
tereffe  ftill.  This  people  whom  I  have  loved,,  for  whooi  I  have 
done  fo  much  good,yet  they  have  gone  a  whoring  from  me,  they 
are  an  adultre(fe,y et  for  all  tiat  ay  iicart  cannot  be  taken  offfcon 
them,but  i^  ftill  toward  thcm^vet  I  lore  them. 

This  is  through  the  ftrengthof  the  covenant  that  Gods  lovt 
is  ib  |>ermancnt.  Others  who  are  not  in  covenant  with  him^God 
cafts  out  for  kOer  (innes,for  any  (innes;  but  as  for  his  people  wiio 
an!  in  Coveqant  with  him»no  not  their  adulreries,their  Idolatries 
takes  not  the  heart  of  God  virholly  from  them.  Surely  then,  if 
thou  canft  appeale  to  God^  Oh  Lord,  thou  that  knowcft  all 
tfaingSjknowvftthat  there  is  not hingof  thy  minde  revealed  to  01c 
but  my  heart  is  ready  to  do  it,  and  iflfaile  in  any  thing  thou 
knowcftitis  the  greateft  burthen  of  my  ibiil;oh  that  I  knew 
more  of  thy  mindel  and  that  iJiadpowertodoaionil  fbrtiy 
Ciod  will  love  thee^you  heare  he  loves  bis  peopk  thco^  an  adiii<- 
tereffei  as  before^  foDdwtake  thialeitoQ>  thy  Iths cannot  evci>- 
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come  Gods  goodneS?,  Ut  C^dt  goodnelC?  Qvercomethyiin^- 
fulnelTe. 

An  adultiriffe  Mcvfd  9fherfruni. 

That  it  (as  feme  carry  it,  Cslvh,  VmMhs,  and  many  others) 
tf€l§vficfherbufbsnd^m\kGoA  fhouUfayihtd  tliey  any  fqqh  cx- 
cufe  for  thei^departings  horn  ipe,  that  I  have  been  a  bitter  husn 
band  ante  them,  that  I  have  ufed  them  hardly,  and  rtgtdly,  then 
indeed  they  might  havcibme  pka ;  but  I  have  loved  them  deafly, 
I  havedone  mnch  for  them,  they  were  bv  loved  of  me,  and  I  h.awe 
carried  my  felfir  to  them  in  tiiemoft  friendly  way  that  poflTiipJiy 
could  be,  yet  they  are  gone  a  w  horing  from  me.  The  wife  t h« 
followesother  lovers,  thinks  if  fhe  have  bit  this  to  fay,  her  hu^* 
band  ia  hard  to  her,he  cares  not  for  her,be  loves  her  nQt,tt  estcufei 
inprt  her  adulteries ;  and  fo  the  husband,  acompwy  keeper,^^ 
adultereryif  he  ean  fay, what  willyoa  have  me  to  do,!  nty^  come 
home  biit  my  wife  is  always  brawling  and  (he  loves  other  men, 
he  thinks  this  is  plea  enough  for  him.  But  Ifrael  could  not  have 
this  cxcufc  for  her  felfe,for  flie  was  Jtn  adulterdfre,yet  beloycd  of 
the  Lord.  . 

.  If  wa  take  the  words  thus,  the  notes  bifefely  would  he 
thefe. 

PirfV,  The  hqsband  iliojuki  be  a  friei^d  to  his  wifr^  There  okfir. 
Qiould  be  nothing  but  friendly  carriage  between  fnan  ind  wife ; 
Yea  the  love  of  the  husband  to  the  wife  (houU  f  arre  far  j»ouftt 
the  Ipve  of  any  friend  in  the  vioAA  i  but  a  friend  at  leaft;tQi  com- 
fort her,  to  cherifti  her  in  time  of  forrows ,  to  biare  the  byrtheii 
•f  itfflidion  with  ber,^nd  fo  the  wife  towards  the  busbgfldt 

Secondly,  Abafehcart  willbebafeagainftall  bonds  of  love;  -Obftr. 
6elovidofb$r  frignd^ytdn  ^ulterejfe ;  If  you  flioulJ  ask,  who  is 
fceorwhtreishethatia(bba(e?Laiy  thy  hand  upon  thine  own 
heart  and  confider  What  the  love  of  God  ha^hbeen  towards  Uier 
alltbedayesof  thy  life,  and  how  thou  haft  carried  thy  felf  to- 
ward him«  what  love  thou  haft  had  from  Gcd  that  might  br^k 
the  heart  of  a  devH,  yet  v¥faen  any  temptation  corns  to  draw  thi^e 
from  Cod,tt^  bafe  heart  liftens  to  it. 
^  Thirdly,  Jt  [s  a  great  aggravat  ion  of  fin  to  (inne  againft  m.uch    Obfer. 
love.   We  ought  to  do  our  duties  to  ihofe  that  we  ftand  inre-  j 
lationuntQ,  though  they  doei^ttheirdut^ftpus-jfawf^hgth  i 
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afrowardhusbind^abmcr^cbisrUfliyniggcily  wicked,  ungodfy 
husband^  }'et  (he  is  Dound  to  doc  her  duty  to  him,  (he  isbomid  to 
love  him,  to  obey  him,  tobe  obfervant  of  him  in  what  oiay  giye 
him  all  la  wtuU  content.  So  if  fcrvants  have  fro  ward,  churlifti, 
cniell  mailers  or  miftreflcs,«yet  they  arebound to  be  obedient  to 
them-  I  Prr.i.iS,  Bifabjitl  toyeurmafterSj  nofnehto  thofe 
thaf  are  good  andgo/^tU^  bH$  to  thefrowMrd.  It  is  no  famcient  cur 
cufeforthe  wiFe  to  fay,  My  husband  is  fro  ward  and  unquiet, 
and  therefore  what  ftiall  I  doc  ?  Nor  for  the  fervant  to  fay.  My 
maderormiftrefTcarc  iinreafonablc,  they  are  ccucU»  what  can  I 
doe^  You  miaftdoe  your  duty  to  them,  though  they  doe  not 
theirs  to  you*  But  if  you  have  a  loving  husband,tender  over  you, 
then  love  is  required  much  more*  Love  above  all  things  (hould 
draw  the  heart  i  the  knowledge  that  it  ]s  duty  may  force  ebcdi* 
ence,  but  it  is  love  that  dra^s  the  heart  moft  kindly.  So  if  a  fcr* 
vant  have  a  godly  mafter  and  miftrefle,  who  refpeds  and  tenders 
his  good,  if  he  mould  flnneagainffthem,  this  aggravatetfa  the 
fincKCcedingly.  To  wrong  love  is  a  very  great  finne,  DtUcatM 
res  efi  amor,  love  is  a  moil  del  care  thing,- and  it  muft  not  be 
wronged,  it  is  a  tender,  a  precious  thing.  A  man  who  is  of  an 
ingenuous  fpirit,  hid  rather  a  great  dcale  be  wronged  in  his 
eftate,  then  in  his  love ;  he  cannot  beare  the  injury  that  .is  done 
unto  his  love;  when  his  love  is  abufed,  that  goes  to  his  very 
heart.  So  it  goes  to  the  heart  of  God  for  his  people  to  fin  againft 
hislcve;  therefore  it  is  faid  of  the  Saints  when  they  finne,  that 
they  grieve  the  Spirit  of  God ;  he  never  faith  fo  of  wicked  men ; 
thwy  anger  God,  but  the  Saints  grieve  him,  becanfe  they  finne  f« 
much  againft  Godslove.  Charge  this  aggravation  of  your  finne 
upon  your  hearts,  and  be  humbled  •  coll  A  together  all  the  ex- 
preflions  of  Gods  love  to  you,  and  let  them  lye  glo  wing  at  your 
heatts,  and  melt  them. 

But  in  that  God  bids  him  take  an  A  Julterefle  beloved  of  her 
^irx^^  and  calls  not  this  friend  Hmbandy  I  think  thofc  whogoc 
another  way  exprefle  the  mind  of  the  holyGhoft  in  this  more 
ftjlly,  thus  :  Tim  friend  is  not  meant  of  one  who  is  fully  marry* 
cd,butrathcrone  in  a  way  of  marriage.  Amongft  the  Jews  it 
was  ufuall  for  all  women  to  be  under  the  proteAion  ot  focnk 
men  or  otheft   £faj  4.1.  Seven  women  came  and  took^  hold  ofof§0 
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«bi^  andfdiiy  Lit  m  h  mmed  h  j^mt  n^nme  ^  W0  wit  e^9  9ur 
0mn0  kreddt  smdwimnmriwmcUthit^  •nelj  let  m  h  lumeA  ky 
jrMfrMfMT,  let  OS  be  under  your  proteftien.  Even  whores  were 
wont>  tkough  they  had  many  lovers,  yet  to  have  feme  one  fpeci* 
all  man,  under  whofe  proteAion  and  care  they  would  be ,  who 
was  tm  fee  them  net  to  have  wrong ,  and  to  make  provifion  for 
them^  and  fuch  a  one  they  were  wont  to  call  their  triend ;  And 
maijy  times  thefe  friends  would  fo  provide  for  them,  that  if  they 
would  be  reclaimed,  forfaking  all  their  other  lovers^  they  would 
give  them  good  hopes  of  marry  ing  with  them  at  length.  Arias 
Ai0nt49fm  refers  us  toone  fr§fertim,\z\  his  firfk  Book  and  fecond 
Elegie,  to  readsabout  the  charge  aiid  care  of  fuch  a  friend.  The 
Grecians  had  that  cuftome  liKewife ;  they  called  him  under 
whofeprotedon  they  put  themfclves,  Itk^&j  the  whore  was 
caUed  mm  it,  ivS^,  It  is  faid  of  PUto  that  he  had  a  wh6re,one 
Archetfdjfa^who  was  called  PUf*s  iva^.  Here  the  Lord  would 
have  the  Ptophet  tdt^an  AJmhereffe  Mwed  of -her  fHendjthzx  is, 
one  that  was  a  common  Adulterefle,  and  yet  under  the  proteAi- 
on  of  fome  fpedall  friend  j{b  as  if  he  might  come  in  place  of  that 
felend,  and  ^ain  the  love  and  affeAion  of  this  Adulterefle  t6  him- 
ielfc^  and  m  time  getting  her  to  be  reclaimed,  he  might  marry « 
iier  unto  himfelfe.  This  is  Mcc^rMH^  to  the  Uvt  of  God  to  his  fto^ 
fU,  that  is,  as  if  God  (hould  fay^  This  people  is  goin^  a  whoring, 
but  I  will  be  content  to  take  them  unto  xny  ftlfe,!  Will  be  as  their 
friend,  and  fi>  love  them  as  a  friend  to  proteA  them,  to  have  care 
of  thein,untill  fuch  a  time  that  there  may  be  Ibme  experience  of 
their  being  reclalmed,and  th^n  I  will  marry  this  Adultcreit  ful- 
Ivuotosay  felfe,  for  God  is  not  now  fully  marryed  onto  the 
Jews,  neitha  will  that  marriage  beuntillthat  glorious  time  of 
thiir  calling  comes  ;  but  yet  God  is  as  a  friend  to  them* 
to  this  day,  that  is,God  takes  this  people  yet  under  his  protefti**' 
on^thoi^h  they  feeme  to  be  in  a  rej  efted  condition,  and  fo,  as  he 
gives  hope,yea  makes  many  promifes  that  upon  their  return  un- 
to him  be  will  marry  them  unto  htmfelfe;  yea  there  fhall  be  a 
more  glorious  marriage  between  the  Jews  and  the  Lord  Chrifl, 
then  ever  yet  there  was  between  him  and  any  people  upon  the 
fiice  of  the  earth*  This  I  think  to  be  the  very  icope  and  meaning 
tiAcvrotdSjBeUvodofherfriomd. 
S  f  f  f Som^" 
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fcntly  tQJiimfrlfOsbut^hebiidtlwetalMH'j  ft^  Wf^atQ^»pt^ 
a  cer  ttine  time,  and  to  be  fo  and  To  purified,  ?nd  then  he  wu  to 
to  take  her*  The  Jews  are  fi^r  the  prefent  as  thft  captive 
womaD.t  Hey  are  ip  bondage ,  ^  yet  God  bath  a  l^e  t^  \hcak  wito 
thi^  day ;  but  fo,a8  they  muft  abide  a  while  ontiU  God  b^  mar^ 
ryed  to  thexa ;  tk^y  are  beloved  otGodi  but  yet  with  the  loVeef 
a  friend. 

The  Seventy  r^ade  thcfe  word*,  BeUvid  $f  hn  friemi^  One 
that  Uveth  eviS  things  ^}x^Qti  the  iviftake  cf  the  Hebrew  wotd, 
foriftdced  a /ri^^J  and  rt/i!4f  are  the  fame  letters,  onelydiffcrii^ 
ia  the  points ;  fo  there  might  fafily  be  a  millake. 
wy  lo9kjo  Hbtrgfif. 

Th^ireyoa  are  upon  otb^rgod.$,  Where  the  heatt  is,  there  the 
eye  is.  Tin^r  figit  ocHltm^  ft)  /ip^^r :  Fwre  fi|ften$  the  eyes, 
and  fo  doth  Love.  Theworlunga  cl  the  ibule  appears  a$  much 
in  the  eye,  as  in  any  member ;  the  workings  of  love,  of truft  and 
confidence  appeareipucf)  in  the  eye.  Tinyh^lLf^Pth^gfJsjchit 
is,theyhaveconfidence  in  ether  gojsi  Looking  up  lo  athii^io 
Scriptivepbrafe,i$t9h4vefQmc  confideiice  in  it.  P/^Ai^i.x. 
JtiftHfw^vifW  wt0  the  hUi  fr^m  whence  c^mmth  my  hfifc  ; 
That  is,  I  look  for  help,  I  hive  confidence  and  expe^  help,  put 
how  here  t$  tk^  t^ils  then  f  Whfit  d^tb  I>4vi4f  help  oooie 
from  the  hils  f  Some  thioke  thi«  to  be  the  place  where  afr 
terward  the  Temple  waft  buiit,  «nd  win  then  the  place  of 
the  Saoftaaty;  but  fer.  that  it  ss  f^til  th|t  ufUKlIy  in  Scripr 
ture  is  but  in  the  lingular  nuipber  s  th^  hUt  o/Gm^  not  tb^ 
hils ;  therefore  I  finde  Cdivin^  MfMfrm^  and  others ,  thii^^ 
thiak  that  DiiWherelpeaki  of  confidence  in  the  mtlive,  he-f 
caufc  hcprefemiy  retradi  hinafclfc iatheftcondverfe,  Myheip 
ui^Uhiv^k  A^ifhc  (bouldfay^  I  lilt  upmijiee^ei  unto  tbs 
creatureior  help,  this  is  theftatky  of  my  nature,  iaiul  €>ftbe  nt-? 
ture  of  man^talooktbjaoxiitary  Forces  fi:o(n  Jeni&len),(which 
.was  ahi;ly  place)  I  look  for  forces  to  cpme  bom  Jerufakin, 
bmtfcey  dhocQ^tcoioe,  weU«  I  wiU  not  reft  any  longer  upon' 
theai,  A/vtf/iA  lif  my  k^lf^^  fo  they  catty.it.  Rut  now  I  Would  ctr. 
ther  (if  it  may  be  j  firee  the  Prophe&  ^om  x^e  cok^ilenc^  in  tdle 
'  '    •  creature. 
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evettiire^  xnttToIhe words beingrigfatiy  vndetfioodlj  miy  free 
ktGQifyoBretdthemthuSi  do  I  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  fails? 
io  I  expeft  help  from  the  creature  ?  God  forbid  I  fliooldibir^ 
(or  my  help  is  in  God. 

Turtha-^ometimes  the  HebrewQ^  i^3^  ufed  fotrbvyoi  fo  it 
woiM  be  franflstcd  at^ve  tht  hiUy  ochtr  men  loc£  to  the  hils»  i 
look  above  the  hits.  But  rather  thus,  1  lift  mf  mine  eja  t9  $bt 
hi/f,  that  is»  I  look  Co  God,  why  ?  became  the  place  where  the 
Temple  wat  to  be  bulk,  it  was  not  only  upon  one  hiU^butupmi 
bila^  tndfe  thisexpreffion  hath  reference  to  thofe  two  <hsUtit 
was  buih  upon ;  the  hill  Aimniah  and  the  hSl  Zm»  ("which  were 
rather  bat  two  ridges  of  the  fame  j  as  2  Clfr0n.  j.  1 .  Solnm^n 
tigsn  to  hmld  the  bomfeof  the  Lord  ufon  mount  Moriah;  tnd 
Vi9l.2.6.1h0ve  fet  my  King  ufom  my  holj  hiM  of  Zuni  Hook 
faith  DmvUxmo  God,my  faith  hathrmrreiicetothat  place  that 
God  hath  cho&nfbrhimirif;  that  this  is  the  meaning  wilt  ap- 
peore  if  Wt  oompare^his  with  Pfal.  87.  i .  hkfotmdation  i$  in  tho 
boljUUy  tfoftbU^  hathils.  There^yeft  Idolaters  had  to  their 
IdolS)  being  manifefted  by  liftingup  their  eyes  tothem^therfore 
God  commanded  them^t  hat  theymuft  not  fb  much  at  Ufr  ap  their 
eytfbto  rbeir  idols  {.Aad  mdeed  we  Imd  need  takeheednr&st 
W^doiathia^  fi>  much  as  toliftup  our  eyes  to  look  upon  theen^ 
ticements  of  the  fleih ;  maiiy  will  not  commit  their  termer  finSp 
but  they  love  to  be  looking  that  way.  I  have  read  of  a  Lady,  a  lo- 
ving wifCf  who  being  at  the  Manage  of  Cjrm, One  was  asia  how 
fhe  liked  tdr  Bridegrom?how/aith  (he^Iknow  notj  faw  no bo- 
dy bat  my  lai^bar^.  Love  and  refpeftdrawesthe  eye  eitheif  to 
God  or  to  the  creatote.  According  as  our  hearts  are^ibonr  cyies 
wiUbe* 

And  love  fi^ggfui  of  wino.  The  word  corns  from  a  word  that 
Qffnifktiftt^iUvit.  The  okl  Latin  tames  it  wvdciM  mvdMm^  the 
leaveSjSkimies,  andftonesof  the  grape  that  remaine  after  pref* 
fing,  that  finke  down  inmthe  bt^ottiof  theveffell.  Noting 
there(^howfaplefleiandravoaiieffi^|  and  unworthy  I4olattoo$ 
wor&ip  is  m  ^ompariibfi  of  the  true  worftiip  of  Ood^Titic  wor- 
(lttpotGodi^fweet>ai>dfav^uify,  love^andeaeellcnt,  but  mans 
hiiUtutiona,lkyw  fafietle  are  the}  1  Ttie  ^i^ks^ffoobmenarplewi 
toaiiddel^htjbiapefftit^^  thedevifesofmtn^w 
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rapleffeand  un&vMry  do  they  quickly  erow  t  tkoogh  heret^^ 
forethcy  have  had  fume  quicknefle  andlivelines  in  their  wayes. 
yet  if  once  they  delight  thenafeWes  in  the  inventions  ot  oien,  in 
Gods  wor(hip>their  Ipirits  grow  very  un(avo^  to  tfeofe  with 
whom  they  converfe; 

But  take  the  tranflatien  as  it  is  in  your  books,  fldggpns  tj  mnt^ 
called  by  this  name  in  the  Hebrew,  becaufe  thatveflell^  the 
flaggon  is  broad  in  the  bottome ;  That  is  (^%  fome  carry  it^ 
thus ,  They  are  as  drunkards  that  call  for  one  flaggon  after  a- 
nother.  Superftitious  aiid  idolatrous  people,  wten  they  have 
one  way  of  fuperitition,  they  call  for  another;  and  when  they 
have  got  that,  they  will  have  another »  and  are  ftill  greedy  of 
more,  they  are  never  fatisfied>  as  drunkards  are  greedy  of  their 
flaggens.  «  ^ 

Or  rather,  to  note  the  fenfuaUty  of  the  wayes  of  theb  Idola- 
trous worfhip,  their  flaggonsof  wine  are  joy ned  to  their  gods. 
The  Seventy  tranflate  the  word  ^tiM^-m^  BtUsria^  fine  Gates  and 
junkc^^dtlicate  things  made  with  wine  and  erapesto^ether  by 
all  the  art  they  can  devife  forthe  pleafing  the  appetite.  From 
thence  thenote  is  deare. 

Spirituall  adultery  and  carnaUfeniiiality  go  together.  They 
ufed.  flaggoDS  of  wine  in  their  idolatrous  folemmues  ,  that 
made  them  lovetheirldoisfomuchtherather.  In  the  tniewor- 
(hip  of  God  there  is  abundance  of  fweetnes  tofatisfie  the  hearts 
ofthe  Saints,  they  need  not  have  feniuall  pleafurestomakeup 
t  heir  delight,^  but  in  fuperftitious  worihip  there  is  no  fuch  fweet- 
neffc  tofatisfie  their  fpirits,  therefore  they,  are  faineto  callfot 
flipons  of  wine,  and  other  fenfuall  things  to  make  up  afiill  de«- 
light  to  themfelves.  Suptrftitious  and  idolatrous  ntes  bring 
tviththempleafuretothef]e(h,  hence  how  are  ttejf  loved  and 
followed  by  t)edple^they  cin  hardly  ever  be  taken  offrromthem. 
In  their  Idolatrous  folemnities  they  were  wont  to  have  it^aftsto 
pamper  the  fleftu  Imdg.^.zj.  They  wtnt  wt  int0  the  fields 


g^ihered  their  .viftejards ,  and  trod  the  grapej ,  dnd  were  mer-^ 
rj,  ^mdw^nt  imte  the  heefjfe ef  their  Ged^stUSd  eMte  anddritd^, 
and  cmr/ed  Aiimeleeh.  So  Amos  a.&.  They  drinks  the  wimef  the 
cemdemtedin the hettfeef  their  Ged.  What  is  that?  Byoppref* 
fion  and  viokoce  they  would  rend  the  elUtes  of  men  fiom  thcaH 
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and  when  they  had  gotten  them,  then  they  mtde  merry,  yea 
they  would  come  into  the  houfe  o(  their  godi «  and  drinke 
bowles  of  wine  that  they  had  gotten  from  theeftatesof  fuch 
men  whom  they  had  wrunghiUy  conticmned*  Let  id6later.6 
have  their  lufts  fatisBed ,  and  tbev  care  uot  what  God  th^ 
ferve.  ^  C^r.  8.  lO.  IfMjf  fee  tiemfif  df  medt  in  the  IMs 
femfU ;  at  ment ,  they  had  their  fleih  fatisfied  in  the  Idols 
temple  Thus  God  complaines  of  his  people  here.  As  if  he 
hadfaid,  Let  all  bemoane  my  condlion,  tor  though  I  have 
loved  Ifraeldiearly,  (he  hath  gone  a  whotiiigfirom  raf,  and  (h. 
loveth  flag^onsof.wine»  becaofe  ihe  hath  morepkaiuretothc 
fle(h  in  kxwag  Idois|(he  will  fervc  thenu  What  an  abominable 
thing  is  it  to  brfake  the  blefled  God  mee  riy  for  the  love  of  vi  int  ^ 
How  many  are  there  in  the  world  who  forfake  all  that  good  thsit 
is  in  God,  in  Chrift,  in  heaven,  in  eterni  y,meerly  for  flagons  uf 
wine? 

Calvin  hath  ^  note  from  the  word  that  carri  t  fomewhat 
more  with  itjj/ti|f^#»/  ^fy^i^h  fo  the  words  arc  in  the  Hebrew, 
tiOtft4ig§ms  9fwine^6c  ofgrafes  ratherthen  wine  fiuth  he,  becauie 
there  were  artificiill  wayes  ufed  by  themtomake  theirfuper- 
fiiciotts  wayes  to  be  more  pleafaot  to  them ;  As  when  drunkards 
have  drunk  even  dd  namfeamy  that  they  begin  to  loathe  what 
they  delighted  io,  then  they  will  ufe  fbme  artivi6ciall  way 
or  other  of  mixture  of  grapes  or  fome  other  thing  with  the 
\iine  to  make  ic  have  a  new  tafte,  that  they  may  have  ftill 
dJight  in  drinking;  So  (faith  he)  becaufe  their  old  fiiperfti^ 
t  ions  bxvcnotr;ing  in  them  tofatisiie  the  heart,  therefore  they 
arefainetb  invent  new  kinds  of  an ificiall  wayes  topleaiCethem- 
ielves  wichally  although  (faith  he^  they  bragof  thtir  anti- 
quity, yet  ttic  truth  is,  they  are  fainc  to  invent  new  thii^  eve- 
ry day,  to  give  a  new  luftrc  and  pomp  to  their  worOiip,  they 
are  alwayes  dcvLiiig  Ibme  new  ceremony  or  other,  or  dfe  it 
would  grow  loathfbme  to  themfclves.  This  we  have  feenein 
our  own  experience,  the  wantonnefle  of  mens  hearts  in  fbper- 
ftitious  wayes  is  very  great,  they  invent  new  wayes  to  uphold 
their  old  moth-eaten  vanities* 

Se  1  hmght  her  te  meferfifteeia  fieeei  efjllver^  ^ 

The  Prophet  obeyeth  God  in  this  other  hard  commind.  God 
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fvwiyttaMV  (endes  his  Prophets  upoti  vety  ti«rd  bufii^ffi^,  ytt 
they  mufttewfilling  to  fcrve  th^  Lord  m  t)^t  hardeft  WoAc; 
4fM{  t»tigbt  hir  t$  himfelfiforfifrtene  pieces  ofjiiver. 

The  word  that  is  herfrtrai)dated  ^•^f*^  figmfies  to  dig  ^  his 
taken  (ts  fomc  thinke)  from  the  piercing  or  boring  into  the  fer* 
vants  eare,  which  vrts  to  be  a  fl  tire  untill  the  y  eare  of  Jub ile,  to 
notetheflavKh  condition  of  this  people  they  {hould  be  in  for  a 
longtime. 

But  fdmetime  the  word  figniii^^s  not  onely  boring,  but  any 
kiAde«f  getting  by  baying  or  bargaining,  taken  from  the  manner 
of  the  Jews,  itfeemeStobeahardeiEpreffion,  bow  diftant  doe 
thofe  two  ft eine  to  be,  to  dig  and  to  buy?  it  lignifies  alio  td  cnf, 
Aith  F^m^y  {txcidk)  he  hith  cat  afiinder ,  becaide  in  their 
bargamiugithey  wertwpnttocotabeaftin  funder,  and  fo  to 
go  betwitene  the  two  jjieces  ;  orbecaufetn  theit  bttgainrs 
they  joyned  their  right  hands  together ,  and  then  aha* 
thcr  came  and  pot  his  hand  betweene  thdrs,  aS  a  fpade  is  put  In* 
to  the  earth,  and  (b  did  as  it  wvre  cut  them  afimdir ,  and  fix^m 
thence;  though  the  word  feeme  harlh,  yet  thojfe  who  underftatKi^ 
the  wanner  ctftheir  bargainings  knoW  rite  meiining  of  if ; 

/  ^ttgh  her  tw  f^/elff.  This  baying  was  in  order  to  ttiaifry-* 
ing,  that  (he  might  be  ander  hts  care  for  a  while,atod  then  coflofe  to 
be  his  wife.  Ft  was  the  cdftome  of  men  in  thofe  dayes  to  btnf 
their  wiveSt  //«•#*  ferved  twice  fevenycarcs  for  Rdchei^  andfo 
bought  her.  D^vidbo\AdM  his  wife  for  a  hundred  foreskins  ol  the 
Philiftimis  r  and  Chrifl^  purchafed  his  Church  to  Mmfelfeat-  a 
dear*  rate,  even  by  his  oWne  bl6od :  BtJt  /  bieghi  her  (fitith  he) 
forfiffeinefiices^fplver. 

Thcrt  is  a  mrceffity  for  the  opemiig  theft  words,  not  only  that 
ytm  maa^'fce  the  ftope'o(''thehaiy  Ghoft  here,  but  likewife  may 
the  butttr  underftanid  (bme^athet  Scriptures. 

Fifie^m  finet  0fjitver;  How  much  is  that  ?  It  is  fifteene 
(htkels,  for  that  is  a  rule  among  the  Hebrews,  when  t 
piece  of  Hlver  is  named  ,  and  not  the  fiimme  i  then  a 
ikekell  is  alwaycs  undciftood,  and  when  a  (hekell  is  6t. 
downe,  and  themcttall  not  exprefr,  there  filver  is  uoderftood, 
not  gold  or  any  other  toettall.  Now  the  cbmmon  fhektll  was 
ainsordingtotKe'iecoimtoffome  of  the  weight  of  160.  gndrits 
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^hn\f?ftl^fififU4ii\\\  <tvrH3atK>i>t  foure  Drachm w  (andfo  I 
%i^t  moft  carry  it  )  iibout  18.  or  20.  peiKc  of  eur  iMney; 
though  ft  grejit  dcale  of  difference  there  i$  among  Interpreters 
about  the  fuHime  of  that  IhckcU;  /^r^w^r  upon  the  fourth  of  £- 
«/i^i^/j  makes  it  balfe  an  euoce^  but  there  is  much  difference  you 
knoWiboutMncei, 

This  was  to  (igoifie  the  vile  and  bafe  condition  that  Ifrad  had 
brought  her  fcUcintPjfor  thirty  (hekdsof  filvcr  was  to  be  given 
fovthepriceof  amaid-fervant,  £ji:#J.  21,31.  Jf  an  Qxf  havi 
fiifland  4  m^n-firvatHiyPr  #  vf^mAn-^Jtrv^fity  hsfi^Hgive  to  hs  Ma-- 
fitr  ikirtf^JbtkiH.  Thirty  (kckels  muft  be  given  tor  the  rtcoirt* 
pence  oi^  the  lofiti  of  the  (ervant  who  ipy  a&  but  a  flave;  yet  the  Pro- 
pliet  muft  buy  this  adulterefl^  for  halfc  as  much,  fifrecne  fliekels* 
Ifrael.aU  the  ten  Tribca,  yea  the  whde  people  pf  the  Jewl^  are 
figni&d  hy  this  adult  erefle  behoved  of  her  friend.*So  that  now  the 

S:opkolIfi:ae)tWh<»  were  heretofore  the  d<^rely  belovtd  of 
odsfoule,  bis^ontly  people  upon  the  face  oi  the  earth ,  this  po*^ 
oiliar  trealure  of  God«  his  portion,  his  inheritance,  bad  now  by 
their  ftnne  brought  thetnfcl ves  into  a  meaner  condition  then  any 
poorebohdYWOiDaninlfrael,  that  they  were,WDfthbuthalfe'as 
muchi3owasapcMMT  woman  flave*  This  thi^  piecei^  ,af  fiiver 
wasthfgoodly  priceChrid  was  valuedat  by  tht  JoWs^Zvc^.i  1, 
1 1.  rMat.Z7>9-  this  (hewed  how  Chrift  was  humt:&cd>  that  he 
mud  be  fold  for  no  more  then  waa  the  price  of  arflave.  But  the 
price  of  Ilrael  is  but  fifteem  pieces ,  halfe  as  much.  Iftad  was 
proud  in  the  day  of  her  profperity,.  I:^ut  oAwfhchath  bcoc^f 
.  her  felfe  by  her  6n  into  a  meaner  gondii  ion  the©  a  flave.  .  !  - 
Anifor  419  kfWHT  ofSarUjy  Anion  halfe  homer  efborUy.  What 
thatkpmer^ftforUjvd^,  andwluttthefcopeofc^e  holyGfaottis 
in  mentioningofit  muft  be  enquired.  Fitft,  an  hosier  contai- 
ned ten  Ephats*  Qutby  that  (yoq  will  fay)  we  know  no  more 
then<wedid.  AnEphahthen  isneere  upon  as  mucfaasQurbo* 
fliell,  fo  that  this  hooier  is  ncere  upon  ten  of  our  buih^ls.  Mftik 
2. 17.  it  is  faid  of  Rufh,  that  when  ihegltamid  in  the  iietd  after 
the  Reapers,  (he  beat  out  that  fhe  had  gleaned,  and  it  was  an 
Mfbsh  of  barley?.  And  by  that  you  m:s^y  know  the  xn(:aning/:)f 
that  text,  Efaf  9.10.  The/ted  ffam  hqm^  fia/ijisitd  4a  Sf^^; 
why  fl  hooitr  was  ten  bufheis,  how  then  (hould  the  &(,d  of 
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neere  ten  but Aieli  yeild  but  one  buihell  ?  It  wit  a  threttning  ef 
afacninfythatthottfbtheydid  Towmucbi  they  flionld  reape  Mt 
little,  they  (hould  Towc  a  matter  often  bulbelii  andreapebut 

one. 

Or  thus  fomeinterpret  an  i&0«irr  to  be  about  the  burthen  that 
an  Aflfc  was  able  tobcare,  for  ^"^Un  in  the  Hebrew  fignifiesan 
Affe^  and  fo  the  burthen  of  that  creature  was  called  tn  h^mer ;  but 
£«^i^45.ii.  the  text  tcllethus  plainly,  that  an  efbsb  is  the 
tenth  jrart  of  an  i&#i»rr. 

There  is  a  great  deale  of  difficulty  to  underftand  this , 
if  we  compare  it  with  another  Scripture,  Ex0d»  \6.  16.  where 
the  text  (kith  they  were  t^  gMth^r  of  the  Mmhs  every  man  accer* 
£ng  tohueAting ,  dn  hemerfer  every  ma  ft,  and  verfe  3^*  «»  A#- 
meruibe  tenth  f^rt  of  an  Efhdh.  This  ieemes  quite  CiXitraiy, 
here  it  is  that  an  ephah  is  the  tenth  part  of  an  hoir  er,  and  there  it 
is  that  anhomer  is  tile  tenth  part  of  an  ephah.  ButforthefUiritig 
ofthis^thofe  who  are  skilful  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  know  that 
thefe words  are  written  with  diftercnt  letters,  though  in  our 
Engiidi  the  pronunciation  is  the  fame,  for  that  in  £xodmis 
written  with  Qir^  and  the  other  with  [[nj  one  tnusCnomer^ 
the  other  Chonier,  fo  it  ftiould  be  read.  Now  this  homer  d- 
Manna  thatGod  gave  for  every  Tnan  foroneday»  was  almoftthe 
tenthpartofabiSiell,  it  was  fourc  or  five  times  as  much  as  the 
RomaYis  were  wont  to  alio  %v  tiieir  men,  thcivDimenfmm  which 
theycalleda  Cbanix,  which  wastheir  allowance  for  their  Ser- 
vants, was  but  the  fourth  part  of  this ,  and  fcarce  that ;  noting 
thereby,  that  God  is  exceeding  liberall  unto  his  people- 

But  why  an  homer  of  barley?  Btcaufe  it  was  t  mcane  food, 
and  in  thofe  times  rather  the  food  of  b.afts  then  of  men;  <^  od 
promifed  to  feed  his  people  with  the  fineft  of  the  flovver  of 
wheate.  Therefore  KcveL^.^.  Ameafttre  ofwheatefordfenny^ 
and  three  meafures  of  barley  for  a  penny.  But  wliat  doth  this 
tendto,thattheremu(lbea  homer  of  barley  and  an  faalfe  homer 
ofbarley  given  for  this  adulteiefle  that  the  Prophet  was  to  take 
unto hiaiklfc ?  Thefcopeof  allis,  tofignificthemeane  condi- 
tion, that  the  ten  Tribes,  and  after  ward  all  the  Jews  (hould  be 
in,  till  Chrift  came  to  marry  them  to  himlclhe.  >irftthey  Ihodd 
be  in  a  contemptible  conditioii,  they  fhould  be  valued  but  at 
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haSe  tfaeprice  of  a  (lave*  Secondly^thcy  (faould  be  fed  but  mean* 
ly  and  bafely>  even  as{Iaves9  or  rather  aa  beaftsj  thia  homer  and 
half  of  barley  ihoald  bef^r  their  ruftenance»ia  which  they  £bould 
be  uied  very  hardly  for  a  long  time. 

And  that  vou  may  fee  bow  this  hath  been  fulfiUedi  (fork  did 
not  onely  refer  to  the  time  of  their  Captivity  before  Chrift,  but 
to  all  the  Captivity  they  have  been  in  ever  nnce  Chrifts  time  to 
this  day^  and  (hall  be  in  until]  their  calling)  the  meane  condi- 
t  ion  they  were  in  beforr,in  the  time  of  their  firft  Captivity^  you 
aty  fee  LAP^cnt./^^.  Thfft  that  win  cUthtdinfcMrUt^gmhsced 
thtdmng^hiUi  tkey  either  lay  in  filthy  places  that  had  dung  in 
them^likebeafts,  or  elfe  they  were  imployed  in  carrying  dung 
up  and  down.  Andtothiaday^Hiftonanstellus,  thatgenerally 
the  Jews  have  a  moft  ftinking  favour ,  and  we  know  that  they 
arethevikft  people  in  the  efteeme  of  others  that  are  upon  the 
face  oit' the  earth.  An  Hiftorian  tells  us  of  an  Emperour  tra* 
veiling  into  Egypt,  there  meeting  with  fome  Jews ,  he  was 
fo  annoyed  withthe  ftink  of  them,  that  he  cryes  out,  O  Maycop^ 
mmiy  O  StSf^^&c*  At  length^faithJie,  I  have  met  with  worle, 
with  viler  men  then  fuch  or  fuch,  reckoning  up  divers  o(  the  ba« 
feft  peoplethatwereuponthefaceoftheeartb.  Andtothisday 
the  Turks  will  admit  of  no  Jew  toturneto  the  Mahumetan 
Religion,  unlelTe  hee  firft  turne  Chriftian*  they  have  much 
more  honourable  efteeme  of  the  Chriftians,  they  think  that  Je- 
fus  Chrift  though  he  was  not  God>  yet  he  was  a  great  Prophet  \ 
but  for  the  Jews,  they  have  fiich  vile  thoughts  of  them ,  that  they 
think  it  a  dishonour  totheTurkilh  Religion  that  any  of  them 
(hould  turne  Turk,  unleife  he  firfl:  turned  Chriftian.  And  we 
reade  of  the  Romans,  that  when  they  conquered  other  Na- 
tions ,  they  would  permit  them  to  call  themfelves  Romans, 
after  they  had  conquered  them ,  but  they  would  never  per* 
mit  the  Jews  to  call  themfelves  Romans,  though  the  Jews 
would  comply  never  fo  much  with  them  and  be  their  (er- 
varits,  (AHgujUnt  hath  it  upon  FpUme  58.)  left  there 
(hould  bee  fome  blot  ftick  to  the  ^ory  of  the  Romans  by 
that  odious  people.     Thus  wee  fee  what  (hame  hath  God 

rent^  vmjud^oi^  ne  quid  Ubisadbarefcerit  Mmini  ab  odiofo  acf§ididogenercJ 
Pfal.y  S.  ad  illud  ne  occidas. 
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caft  upon  that  nation  even  unte  this  day,  that  they  arc  cwnted  as 
the  very  o&fcouring  of  all  nations.  Suitpnim  tels  us  that  in  the 
fixations  that  the  Romans  require  of  people,  they  put 
upon  the  Jewes  more  then  upon  all  pcopk^This  that  wc  rcadc  of 
in  hiftoriesj  and  that  which  we  findew  experience  of  thebafe 
condition  thefe  people  are  in,  is  the  fullnlliDg  of  this  Scripture, 
that  I  am  now  ^opening  unto  you,  (he  (hall  be  bought  for  mtten 
pieces  of  filver,and  fed  withbarly,  (he  (hall  be  in  a  vei7low,bafc 
and  meane  condition  untill  Chrift  (hall  come  and  marry  her 
untohimfelf. 

Notes  from  hence  are, 
Firft^a  people  who  have  been  high  in  outward  gtory^  when 
they  depart  from  God,  make  themfelves  vile  and  contemptible. 
God  caus  contempt  upon  wicked  men,  efpecially  upon  wicked 
men  who  corrupt  his  worlhip.  Do  we  not  fee  it  at  this  day  ? 
Mdla.g*  Itisthreatnedthatthe  Priefts  who  departed  from  the 
la w^  and  corrupted  their  ways  (hould  be  bafe  and  contemptible 
before  the  people.  Hath  not  the  Lord  done  thus  at  this  day? 
even  thofe  that  not  long  (ince  gave  riiemfelvesthe  titleof  thm 
triumphant  Clergie  and  the  triumphant  Church^and  went  up  and 
down  jetting  as  if  they  would  out-faoe  heaven  it  fel(e;Thev  fea- 
red all  men  with  the  High  Commiffipn  court.  But  whatmamo 
hath  God  caO:  upon  this  generation?  the  people  loath  them,  and 
we  hope  in  time  the  Lord  will  fweepe  away  the  proud  and 
haughty  of them,as  the reflbfe  ofcheearth.  Yeaourwholenation 
hath  been  a  proud  nation;  what  vaunting  hath  there  been  of 
what  a  glorious  Church  we  had?  never  fuch  a  one  upon  the  eartk, 
we  fate  as  a  Queen  amongft  the  nations;  we  have  t^en  a  haughty 
people,and  God  may  juftly  caCl contempt  upon  us.  The  Jewet 
were  fo  (the  temple  of  the  Lord^the  temple  of  the  Lord)  but  God 
hath  now  made  them  the  vileil  nation  upon  the  earth.  And  the 
truth  iSi  God  hath  begun  to  caft  much  (hamc  upon  this  natbn. 
The  time  was  when  the  kingdom  of  England  wasaterronrto 
other  people,  of  late  they  have  been  the  (corne  and  contempt  of 
other  nations.  PVhefi  EfhraimfpAkf  ^here  wm  trembling ;  he  ex-' 
dUidl^mfelfiH  IfrAtly  but  finning  in  BoMi^he  Med,  he  became  as  a 
dead,poor,vile,contemptible  people.  He/.  1 3.  i .  The  Lord  lovetli 
to  (laine  the  pride  of  men.  How  many  have  you  known  who 
faive 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC      , 


the  Pr^kifii  #/Ho  s  i  a. 


Obfir. 


hive  been  proud  and  lohy ,tnd  the  Lord  hith  caft  (hatne  and  con- 
tempt in  their  faces?  even  before  thoic  whom  ihf  y  looki  d  upon 
heretofore  with  contempt^have  they  now  been  made  objefts  of 
contempt. 

Secondly,  Though  a  people  be  under  contempt,  yet  Gods 
heart  may  be  towards  them  to  do  them  good  at  the  latter  end. 
There  is  the  love  of  Gods  elcAion  ftill  to  this  people,  God  re- 
members them,  and  intends  gped  unto  them  for  all  this.  Who 
knowcs  what  contempt  God  may  cafl:  upon  us  ?  Perhaps  he  may 
let  our  proud  adverfaries  trample  us  under  their  feet,but  we  hope 
he  will  not  J>ecaufe  he  kt^  their  hearts  fo  proud  as  they  are.  But 
if  he  (hould,  we  fliould  not  defpairo,  we  muft  not  conclude  God 
hath  quite  caft  off  England,though  he  fliould  bring  all  his  people 
under  contempt,  fo  as  to  be  trampled  under  the  foot  oi  pride. 
And  if  there  be  any  of  you  whomGod  hath  fo  humbled  as  he  hat  h 
mtdeyoucontemptible^doyouhumbleyourfelves  before  Gcd, 
but  do  not  defpaircjthe  Lord  may  yet  have  a  love  to  y  ou>  though 
you  are  now  under  Qiame  and  comtempt,  who  knowes  but  that 
this  was  the  enely  way  that  God  had  to  humble  your  hearts  ? 
God  patteth  his  own  people  under  contempt,  and  yetit  is  all 
out  of  love  unto  them,  and  with  an  intent  to  do  them  good  at 
laft. 

Thirdly,  (which  is  the  moft  efpeciall  note  hence)  After  many  Ohf. 
promifesot  Gods  mercy  and  of  a  glorious  condition^  which  he 
intendeth  his  people>he  may  yet  hold  a  very  hard  hand  over  them 
a  great  while.  God  having  promifed  fo  jnuch  mercy  in  the  for^ 
met  chapter,  Ifirael  might  quickly  grow  wanton,  and  fay  it  is  no 
great  mattcr,though  we  be  vile  &  wickedly  et  God  will  marry  us 
to  himfelf,and  we  (hall  be  a  glorious  people ,  and  what  need  we 
take  care  ?  Nay  faith  God,  ftay  here,  though  my  heart  be  toward 
you,  yet  this  generation  (hall  fufier,  and  the  nex^generation,  and 
the  next  generation  after  that  (hall  fuifer  hard  thmgs.y ou  (hall  be 
brought  into  the  moft  vile  condition  that  ever  any  people  was 
brought  into ,  yet  my  promife  (hall  be  fulfilled  at  the  laft. 
Here  we  fee  what  care  God  takeih  that  people  fliould  not  grow 
wanton  with  his  mercy,  t^A  think,  oh  we  arc  in  covenant  with 
God,  and  God  hath  pardoned  our  finnes,  what  need  we  care  ? 
take  heed  of  growing  wanton,  thou  maift  fuflfcr  fear  full  things  in 
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1  this  world.  Tkoupfi  God  mty  (kvt  your  fouleSiyet  you  may  be 
i  brought  into  as  worall  a  condition  in  your  own  appnrhenlions  as 
cvt r  any  creature  was  upon  the  earth.  Aiiid  for  England^though 
it  is  true,  we  have  as  many  arguments  of  the  love  of  God  to  us 
as  ever  any  nation  had,but  yet  who  knowes  what  this  generation 
may  fuffcr  that  kath  fo  fuUicd  it  felt  with  fiipctftitious  vanities  ? 
We  may  be  brought  into  wofidl  flavery  ,tnd  then  God  may  raife 
up  ufitohimfelf  another  gener^tion,upon  who»  he  will  beftow 
the  nercy  intended. 

Fourthly,  Thofc  wha  will  take  their  fill  of  delight  to  tKefleOi 
in  a  fcnfuall  ufe  of  thecreatureitt  is  jttft  with  Cod  they  (hould  be 
cutftiort.  and  be  made  to  live  meanly  and  btfely,  t©  be  made  to 
feed  with courfefare,with barley.  The  Jcwes  had  their  delicates 
before ,  they  fared  ddicioufly ,  now  they  muft  be  fed  w«r(c 
then  their  fervants,  and  ette  that  which  was  meatc  for  beafts. 
How  many  hathGod  thus  dealt  withaU.  who  not  longfincehad 
their  tables  furnirtied  with  the  choyfeft  ftre, with  variety  of  dffli- 
es,  knd  now  perhaps  are  glad  ofabarly  loafeforthemfelveiand 
their  children?  \  ^ 

Again,If  God  will  not  utterly  deftroy  a  people  as  he  migbt^but 
relcrve  mcrgr  for  them  at  lail^though  theyhave  never  fuch  a  mean 
fiibfiftcnce  for  the  prcfcnt ,  yet  they  have  caufe  to  blcflc  God. 
Though  this  here  be  athreatning,yet  there  is  a  pronife  in  it. 
The  people  of  Ifrael  fif  they  knew  all)  had  no  caulc  to  murfnur 
at  Gods  acaling^but  toadmire  at  his  ^nercy^  theughthey  hadbuta 
little  barley  toiuftaine  them.And  fuppofeGod  (hould  mtig  as  in 
Endaiid  into  a  low  condition,  foas  we  may  be  gladcifabarly 
loafc  (we  know  famine  commonly  followcs  warre j  ^it  was 
wont  to  be  a  phrafe^  i^ati^^e^e4d9tMtheg0^elk  g^^^f^f^r)  and 
God  may  bring  that  upon  us  in  another  way  then  ever  yet  wieor 
our  forefathers  were  acquainted  With,  but  yet  if  the  Lord  do  not 
caft  us  off  utterly  from  beinc:  his  people,  though  he  freduistvitii 
browne  bread,  though  we  have  neva  fo  meane  a  Ibbfiftenct  for 
the  prefent,we  ihall  have  c^ufe  to  bkffe  bis  nume. 

Laftiy,  It  is  the  way  of  Giod  to  humble  thofe  he  intendcth 
good  untb,  to  prepare  them  for  merfcy,.  by  cutting  thbtn  (hart  61 
thefeoutwird  comforts.  1ft  he  tbrd  hdth  d^altfo  with  any  of 
you,  youhave  lived  fiill-handcd,  pdrhaps  wiVds4iitfc bnoaght 
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good  pojtionsto  their  busbandSj  and  now  th^y  are  broke,  and  all 
i$  loft)  perhaps  you  had  good  friends  in  the  Countrey,  and  many 
oftkcmarcplandredin  their  eftates,  and  now  yoa  arefaina  to 
fare  meanly ^  and  if  yeu  hare  bread  for  your  children  you  thinke 
it  well-  butconfiderthis^  Is  not  God  now  humbling  me^  and 
thereby  preparing  my  heart  for  himfelfe  ?  Oh  blefied  be  God  for 
this  my  condition,  this  bread  isfweeterto  me  then  all  the  diflries 
I  have  had  in  my  life.  When  yau  fit  in  your  boufcs  with  your 
wives  and 'children,  and  have  nothing  but  barley  bread  to  feed 
upon>  have  theie  thoughts,  I  hope  God  doth  this  in  love  and 
mercy,  he  is  making  this  my  condition  the  bed  condition  I  was 
ever  in,  the  greateft  bleffing  to  me. 
Verfe  3.  j^ffdJ  puidnnf  her,  thou  Jhah  ahidejir  menuiny 

d^jes^  th^nJhHlj  not  fUy  the  harht ,  and  then  fhdlt  not  btfor 

another  moHy  fo  wiB  1  alfo-kiftnr  ther. 
You  (hall  not  onely  be  in  fuch  a  low  condition  asu  flavc,  and 
worfe  then  a  maid  fervant,  and  be  fed  with  barley,  but  you  (hall 
abide  thus,  and  abide  thus  many  dayes.  Thus  they  have  abode 
thefc  (ixtecne  hundred  yeares  fince  Chrifts  time » belides  their  for- 
tner  captivity.  The  Lord  would  have  a  full  experience  ofKrael 
that  theirliearts  were  thoroughly  humbled,  before  he  would  take 
them  to  mercy  againe.  There  was  never  any  people  dealt  more 
falfely  withdod  in  their  humiliations  then  they  had  done  before. 
How  often  when  they  were  in  mifery  did  they  come  with  their 
feeming  humiliation  and  cryed  for  mercy, and  God  (hewed  them 
mercy,andaffoone  as  they  were  delivered,  they  fell  offagaine 
and  went  aft^'r  their  Idols,  andthen  bting  in  mifery  againe,"thcy 
cryed  to  God  and  he  delivered  them,  andthen  preiently  to  their 
Idols againe;  Well,  fsiith  God  ,  I  will  not  dcale  fo  with  you 
hereafter,  I  will  not  truft  you  fo  as  I  have  done ,  you  have  beeiie 
in  mifeiyPand  I  have  delivered  you  when  you  have  cryed  to  me, 
andthen  you  have  fallen  to  your  (ins  againe,  but  now  you  (hall 
be  humbled  topurpoie,  you  (hall  be  now  many  j-cares  in  this 
low  and  mcanecondition,and  then  your  hearts  wil  te  thorough- 
ly broken,  lo  that  when  you  (hall  returnc  to  me  againe,  you  (hall 
"never  fall  from  me.  God  hath  dealt  fo  with  many  of  you,  you 
have  bei-nfe  in  affliAion,  God  hath  delivered  you,  ycu  have  gone 
to  your  fins  againe,  you  have  bccnein  affliction  againe,  aitd  he 
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hath  delivered  you,&  youhavefd  toyoiu  (ins  tgain>and  thus  you 
have  dallied  with  the  great  God  :God  may  bring  a  fore  and  long 
atUiftion  upon  you,  that  you  (hall  befo  thoroughly  humbled.that 
you  (hall  never  goe  back  again  to  your  (ins  as  you  have  done.This 
is  the  meaning,  ^^i^iwiwfjrf^/w.  When  we  would  fcourcand 
purge  a  filthy  garment  thoroughly,  we  doc  not  oncly  wa(h  it, 
but  we  lay  it  a  foaking  a  great  while,  and  a  frofting  many 
nights ;  the  J  ews  have  lync  a  (baking  and  (iroft ing  many  hundred 
yeares,  this  is  the  hardnefTeoF  mans  heart,  affliftions  will  not 
workeprefently;  though  many  wedges  be  put  into ,  and  many 
blowesftruck  upon  knotty  wood,  itftirsnot:  fome  metals  are 
long  in  melting,  yea  though  the  (ire  be  very  hot. 

Againe,1iere  wefecit  is  Gods  ordinary  way  when  hepromi- 
fcth  Hiercy,  to  (eeme  to  goe  quite  contrary  to  a  people ,  to  fecme 
as  if  he  would  quite  deftroy  thcm.I  will  marry  my  felfunte  them 
in  loving  kingneffe  and  in  mercies,  but  yet  I  will  let  this  people 
be  above  (ixteene  hundred  yeares  in  this  f orlome  condition*  And 
fo  it  hath  beene  in  all  Gods  adminiftrations  (ince  the  beginning 
of  the  world. 

When  God  comes  to  humble  (inncrs,  they  muftbe  content  to 
be  humbled  Gods  owne  time ,  they  mufl:  net  out  ot «  fuddaine 
furious  humour  fay.  Lord  how  long  ?  I  have  beene  thus  long  in> 
a  fad  condition,  I  have  prayed  thus  long.  Isyourfadncfleandaf- 
fliftion  etcrnall  ?  Oh  no,  a  yearc  or  two  perhaps ;  but  you  have 
deferved  eternity  ofmifery. 

Th^Hjhsh  abide  for  mc  many  dajes,  thoH  fijalt  net  flay  the  hdr^ 
Uf,  and  thoujhah  n9t  bef$r  aH$ther  many  fe  wiM  1  alfo  be  for  thee. 
That  is,  in  all  this  time  you  muft  have  a  care  of  your  felfe  that 
you  doe  not  feeke  after  other  lovers,  let  me  have  experience  that 
you  will  now  worftiip  the  oncly  true  God,  and  I  will  promife 
you  to  flay  for  you  as  you  doe  abide  tor  me. 

Forthaphrafet  Thon  fiidt  not  be  for  another  man.  'XhtWcr- 
bctVJ  ^hxz(t  to  be  to  or  for  another  man'istoimxxy^  though  (halt 
not  marry  anothcr..-E^/t'  1^8.  1  entred  into  a  covenant  with  thee 
and  then  becamefi  mine,  fuifti  mihi,  thonwerttomtythzX  is,  thou 
wertmarryedtome,  Levit.21,^.  A  virgin  which  hath  no  hnf- 
bandy  qux  non  fuit  viro,  a  virgin  that  vras  not  to  another  man. 
^A  ufefiiU  note  may  be  had  from  hence.  That  husbands  muft  be 
to 
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to  tlieir  wi?cS)  and  wires  muft  be  ro  thdr  huibands^  that  is,  live 
totkem ;  whatfbeverthou  haft^aov  knowledsci  any  parts»  anjr 
grtce^  it  muft  be  to  thy  wife,  for  the  penefit  of  thy  wife,  and  what 
the  wife  hath  muft  be  to  the  husband. 

T^m  Jbai  Abide  fir  me  many  dajes^  and  take  heed  in  all  this 
time  you  doe  not  depart  from  me  and  worflxipAnother  God : 
Hence  we  may  obferye,^ 

In  the  time  of  the  foreft  affliAion  andtteuble  wee  muft  then 
take  heed  we  for  fake  not  God.  Though  I  ufe  you  hardly  for  a 
long  time,  yet  you  may  not  thinke  to  goe  and  (hift  for  your 
felves  any  other  way.  Ib  time  of  afflidion  we  muft  take  heed  of 
ufing  (hifiir^  wayes,  we  muft  not  feeke  tohtlpe  our  fclves  by 
falfe  comforts^  though  trouble  continue  long.  Wee  have  an  ex- 
cellent place  for  that,  Pfal.  44a  i .  Then  hafifeAtterci  us  amengii 
I  (he  He4thi»s;  and  verfe  1 2.  Thoufetlefi  thj  fe$flefor  naught'^  and 
|*verfei3.  Th9H  makfft  us  a  re fr  each  te  our  ncighb$wrs  y  and  a 
derifien  te  thim  that  are  round  about  us  \  and  ver.  17.  All  this  is 
c^meufonus ,  jet  have  T»ee  not  for  gotten  thee^  neither  have  ieee 
dealt  falfelj  ih  thy  Covenant  i  and  verfe  i^    Thou  hafi  fore 
hroken  ui  in  the  flace  of  dragons  ^   and.  covered  m  wiih  the 
fijsdim  of  death  y  if  i»ee  have  firetched  out  our  hands  to  a 
firange God-,  as  if  he  fhould  (ay,  God  forbid  fuch  a  thing  as 
this  is » though  weebeintheplacec^dragons*  though  wee  bee 
under  reproch  y  under  great  afnidion  ;  (you  may  finde  in  that 
Pfalme  the  moft  wofull  afflifted  cftate  of  Gods  people  defcribcd, 
as  in  any  pirt  of  the  Booke  of  God,)  yet  wee  have  not  lifted  up 
our  hands  to  another  God.  We  miift  not  fay  as  King  Uhoramy 
2  King  6.  }o.  why  Should  I  -waitefor  the  Lord  any  longer  I  He  fcc- 
medtobehumbkd,  and  put  on  fackdoth ,  but  he  would  not  be 
.  contented  to  waite  for  the  Lord  any  longer,but  fliift  for  him(elf. 
It  is  that  which  is  in  the  fpirits  of  men  under  a£fUAioB  to  thinke, 
why  (hould  I  waite  for  God  any  longer  J  I  will  now  fceke  to 
helpc  my  felfe  in  my  ownc  way,  to  (hift  for  my  felfc.  The  Lord 
forbid  that  fuch  thoughts  ihould  be  in  any  of  our  hearts.  Sedebie 
ndhiy  thou  (halt  be  quiet,  though  thou  doeft  abide  in  this  fad  con-^ 
ditiona^long  whilr,   E/ay  30. 7.  tkeivftrength  istojttftilly  and 
verfe  1 7 . 7»  refi  /ha/lye  befaved,  in  quietnoje  and  eonfidence  fiatt 
bejourfirength^  Alas,  thou  art  now  afBiaed  <  where  wilt  thou 
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aicttdt)»r  felfcpoorefeiile  ?  WUt  thou  goe  to  falfegods.  to  thy 
farmer  nifitil  lufts?  that  i$  not  the  way  to  helps  tkee^  Choamuft 
abide  umill  Gods  time  come  tkat  he  will  &ew  mercy  to  tke* 
The  heart  of  man  is  ftrongLy  fet  iqyon  good,  and  cinnot  be  con- 
tent to  ftay  Gods  time,  but  if  God  fiibduethy  heart  £ifaiTcts 
that  it  is  content  to  abide  though  never  fo  long  for  God,  ind  will 
not  goe  out  to  helpe  it  feUFe  in  any  unlawful!  way ,  this  it  a  good 
figne  that  there  is  much  love  in  the  bottome.  It  is  a  (igite  of  a 
ftronga&dionin  a  woman  ,  when  there  fallout  things  that 
hinder  the  match  betwecne  her  lover  and  her  felfe.  WdOL  fiuth 
flie»  though  there  br  this  and  that  in  the  way,  though  you  objeft 
never  fo  manjr  things,  yet  I  will  have  him,  I  will  never  marry  as 
long  as  I  live  except  I  may  have  him :  This  argncth  hcate  and 
power  of  aifeAion.  So  here,  I  will  marry  yoa  unto  my  fidfe^aith 
God,  but  I  will  have  you  ftay  for  me  my  time,  many  tlungs  are 
to  be  done  before  that<lay,  and  then  after  you  iuve  ftayadl 
will  come  toyouina^orioosmanner.  As  God  deakth  with 
the  Tews,  fb often  itisio  hismartying  hiflifeUctoafarticular 
foulc. 

Th^nJUaifdait. 
God  doth  not  onely  command  them  to  do  it,but  it  b  a  promife 
andaProphefiethatthey  ihalldoe  it.  But  you  will  fay,  how 
have  the  people  of  the  Jews  abode  for  God  ?  Thus,  they  have 
never  to  this  day  chofen  any  other  God,  thoc^h  they  have  not 
beene  convinced  of  the  Meffiah,  yet  ever  Gnct  &e  captivity  they 
have  hated  Idolatry,  and  that  was  the  thing  God  Qietially  meant 
in  this,  thou  (halt  not  have  any  more  Idols ,  thou  (ludt  choo&  no 
other  God ,  no  other  husband ,  though  thou  haft  beae  veiv 
wicked  and  (infull  this  way  heretofore  ^he  Jews  formerly  cbolle 
all  manner  of  gods,  the  gods  of  the  Amoritcs,  and  Moabites,  and 
ofall  the  Heathens  about  them)  yet  now  thou  (halt  chufe  no  o^ 
ther  Gods  but  me;  thus  farre  this  is  fidfilled,to  this  day  the 
Jews  fmce  the  captivity  have  never  chofen  another  G^d,  but 
have  acknowledged  the  leh^vsk  to  be  the  onely  true  God^  they 
cannot  abide  Images-  There  is  a  notable  hiftory  for  this  in  JEiv- 
/iiitif,  in  the  eighteenth  Chapter  of  his  Antiquities.  Cdm  C^ 
liguU  fent  one  fitr9nim  t#f€t  up  an  Image  in  the  Temple  of 
Jerufalem;  divers  of  the  Jewscameto  Fnrmdm  to  plead  with 
^  him 
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him,  andfaid,  Sir,  what  is  it  that  you  dotf  wc  bcfecch  yon  doe 
not  doe  it ,  deprive  us  of  our  lives  firft,  for  fay  they,  it  is  iirv- 
poUible  fo  long  as  our  ibnles  are  in  our  bodicstoabide  it ,  wee 
will  all  die  firft ;  But  faith  F^tr^mm^  it  is  the  command  of  the 
Empcrour,  and  there  is  nocontradiAing  it  ^  it  muft  be  done* 
They  anfwered,  feeing  you  will  nottranferefle  Cxfars  command, 
neither  will  we  vioiare  the  command  otourGod,  nor  are  wee 
fo6tinthearted|  or  have  we  fucha  vaioedefire  of  the  continuance 
of  eur lives  as  to  enjoy  them  upon  fuch  temes  to  lofe  the  re- 
ward of  cternall  life,  that  is  propofcd  for  the  keeping  of  Gocb 
commands.  This  was  their  fpirit  then  ,  and  to  this  day  they 
will  not  endure  Idols  ;  one  maine  thing  that  hinders  the  con* 
▼etfion  of  the'Jc ws  is,  they  being  feattered  here  and  there  among 
Papifts,  and  ftfeing  fo  much  Idolatry  among  tbena^they  are  there- 
by ftumbled  at  Chriftian  Religion,  and  if  God  would  once  pul 
downe Popery,  certainly  the  Jews  would  quickly  come  in, 
God  is  now  about  that.  Therefore  all  of  us  fliould  aflift  in  what 
we  catrtotake  downe  all  monuments  of  Idolatry ,  to  make  the 
worfliip  of  God  more  pure,  this  will  be  a  meanes  to  bring  about 
their  converfion,  and  in  this  regard  they  have  abode  &r  God  all 
this  while ;  this  I  conceive  to  be  the  mcaairg  of  the  Text. 

Andl  Mife  win  dM^frr  thee.  What  is  the  meai^ng  of  that  ? 
Firft,  in  their  captivity,  filth  God,  though  you  ftiall  be  long  in 
captivity ,  and  in  a  low  condition,  be  content ,  doe  not  take  any 
other  god  to  be  manyed  unto  as  your  husband;!  will  be  content, 
I  will  ft  ay,  I  will  have  no  other  people  upon  the  earth  but  you 
aUthcwhile you arcin captivity.  ,.\    .   .     . 

But  how  doth  God  abide  for  Ifrad  now  ?  God  hath  chofcn  the 
Gentiles,  how  then  doth  he  ftay  for  them  ? 

Yes  certainly,  God  ftaycs  forlfrael  to  this  day,  thus.  Firft, 
alltheGentiksthatarecalled ,  they  come  into  God»  as  being 
joyned  to  the  people  of  the  Jewo ;  God  honoured  the  Jews  fo 
far,  as  that  all  the  Gentiles  that  do  come  in,  are  to  be  made  the 

IfradofGod.  ...   I 

But  rather  further  thus,  God  abides  forthe  peopleof  the  Jewi 
to  this  day,  in  this  fcnfe,  God  never  hath  taken,  nor  never  will 
taVetohimfdte  any  Nation  upon  the  earth  to  bee  a  nationall 
Church,  as  the  Jews  were,and  as  it  is  probable  the  Jewafhallbe 
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«t  their  calling  agtin^chough  God  takes  the  Gentiles  that  are  coo- 
verted,  and  fcverall  Congregations  to  be  Churches,  but  to  raatry 
himfelte  to  a  whole  Nation^  in  that  way  as  the  Jews  were^  that 
iS|  if  a  man  be  borne  of  that  Nation,  it  (kallbefufficientto  make 
him  a  member  of  the  Church ,  this  God  did  never  doc  fince  the 
Jewsrejedion,  and  nexer  will  doe  it  till  the  Jews  be  called  a- 
gaine;thoughGodtakesKingdomeS|  and  fo  in  Tome  figurative 
faife  a  Nation  perhaps  may  be  called  a  Church,  butto^ake 
properly  and  flxiAly,  to  be  a  Church  faas  the  Jews  were,  there 
i%  no  fuch  nationall  Church ,  nor  never  will  be  till  the  calling  in 
of  the  Jews  again ;  then  God  will  be  marry ed  to  that  Nation  in 
a  more  glorious  manner  then  ever,  &  God  abideth  to  this  day  for 
that  glory  which  hie  intendeth  for  Jefiis  Chrift^untfll  they  come 
in*  And  this  I  take  to  be  a  great  reifon  why  God  for  the  preiient 
fuifers  his  Churcbes  tobeperfecutedfomuchas  they  are,  herein 
God  fufiers  himfd^  is  wel  as  thcy;tbeChttrch  ever  (incc  Cfari^ 
timehathbeeneinalowandperfecuted  conditioi),  the  wicked 
have  prevailed ;  What  is  the  reafon  ?  God  abideth  for  this  people 
of  the  Jews,  and  he  is  pleafed  himfelfe  to  undergoc  many  fiinc- 
rings,  in  the  meane  time  doe  youabidefbr  me,  I  will  be  content 
to  fuffisr  much  di(honour  my  felfe  ^  many  (hall  come  in  to 
Chrift,  but  yet  they  fhallbea  popre  contemptible  people^  the 
wicked  ot  the  world  Ihall  prevaile  againft  them,  (hallfcocne 
them ,  (hall  contemne  them ,  fo  that  I  fliallnot  appeare  to  the 
world  to  be  their  husband,  untillyou  be  called  againe,  I  (haU 
beasit  were  without  a  wife ;  but  when  the  time  mall  come  that 
you  (hall  returne  to  mee  ,  then  I  will  manifeft  my  felfe  in- 
deed, you  (hall  be  a  moft  glorious  Church ,  and  then  there  (hall 
be  fuch  a  full  marriage  betweeneus,  that  all  the  world  (hall  ac- 
knowledge it,  then  they  (hall  all  come  and  (ay.  Come,  behold 
the  bride^ihe  Lambs  wife.  This  is  the  fcope  of  this  Scripture; 
from  whence  theie  Obfervations, 

Firfl,  Husbands  (hould  not  require  of  their  wivesany  thing 
but  what  they  will  anfwerably  do  for  them.  God  doth  (o  here, 
ABiie  for  me^  faith  he,  and  1  wiM  sJUM  fir  j0u^  there  (hall  be  fdr 
farl^likt  for  like.  Many  husbands  will  require  hard  things  from 
their  wives>but  willdo  little  themielves;  and  on  the  other  (ide^ 
wives  expeAgKcat  things  from  their  husbands,  but  do  little 
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themfelves.  There  muft  be  a  proportion  between  what  the 
wife?  cxpefts  from  the  husband.and  what  fhe  doth  to  or  for  her 
husband^andfo  mutually. 

Secondly^  In  oar  fad  condition  God  iuffereth  as  w«Il  as  we. 
This  may  help  us  in  our  fuffinrings  we  (hould  think,  though  we 
fufier  much)  God  fuffcreth  as  much  as  we>  why  then  (hould  we 
think  much  ?  the  people  of  the  Jewes  if  they  had  hearts  might 
fee  it  noWjGod  ftayes  for  his  honour  till  they  come  in.  So  in  all 
thep^ecutionsoftheChurchi  doth  not  ChriftfufFer>in  that  the 
great  work  of  reformation  doth  not  go  on  ?  it  is  true^we  are  grie- 
red,  the  Spirit  of  God  is  grieved  as  well  as  we,  and  f  ufFereth  as 
much  as  we ,  God  doth  as  it  were  abid^  for  U9,  and  ftaycs  fcr  his 
glory.  We  defireCit  is  true)  that  God  would  come  in  and  manilcft 
himfelf,  then  wc  ihall  be  happy  and  re  joy  ce ,  but  fo  long  as  God 
(bytour  happines,  he  ftay s  his  own  glory.  What  abundance  of 
g^ry  doth  God  lofeinthofe  praifes  he  Aiould  have,  if  the  refor- 
mation were  prefently  perfefted  ?  but  God  hath  other  ends,God 
is  content  to  (tay  for  bis  prayfes^let  nsbc  content  to  ftav  for  what 
we  deiire  to  have,  it  concemes  God  to  haften  the  wbrK  as  much, 
yet  £irre  more  then  it  concemes  us  to  dciire  it^  wcfuflfer  fomc- 
thing  fer  want  of  it,bat  God  fuflers  more. 

Thirdly,  That  people,  or  that  loi^j  that  endnreth  hardship  a 
long  tiBve  for  God,  and  refblveth  to  feferve  it  fdf  for  him,  ib  as  if 
it  cannot  have  comfort  in  God  it  will  have  none  elfe  where,  may 
afliire  it  felfe.  that  God  referveth  himfelf  for  it«  Certainly  no- 
thing (hail  take  off  the  heart  of  God,  but  there  will  be  a  blefled 
marriagebetween  that  foule,tfaat  people,and  him.  Is  there  ever 
apoorecreaturelicreisinafadcondition>  and  God  feemeth  to 
deale  hardly  withit,yet  he  findethin  himfeltthis  frame  of  fpirir, 
well  though  God  feeme  to  leave  me,and  I  am  thus  defolate^yet  if 
I  can  have  no  comfort  here>I  wil  have  none  eife where ;  I  will  be 
contcnttoftay  &  wait^no  creature  (hall  have  my  heart.  It  is  true, 
I  am  not  able  to  guide  my  fclf,  but  I  am  refolved  the  devil  (hall 
never  guide  me;I  am  not  able  to  do  the  will  of  God,but  I  wil  1  ne- 
ver do  thewil  of  the  devil;&if God  (hould  leave  me  neverfo  long, 
nay  leave  me  eternally  J  wil  never  have  any  other  husband,  I  wil 
rather  die  a  widow,!  wil  never  let  out  my  felt  to  ainr;if be  donct 
com^  in  ficmany  himfelf  to  me,!  wil  be  without  cdtort,aslong  as 
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I  live.  Js  thy  heart  in  this  frtme  ?  Peace  be  uoto  thec,ceittifily 
God  intends  thoughts  of  mcicy  to  thy  foul^  there  will  cert^nly 
be  a  marriage  between  God  and  thy  foul*  And  tliis  ftmme  ok 
heai  t  where  it  is^  oh  how  will  it  hdp  againO;  teinptatioa  1  when 
apoorfoulisin  diftref&i  and  it  maybe  God  f^^etseth  to  go  off 
farther  and  farther,  I  have  prayed  long  and  long,  and  yet  G«d 
fcems  not  to  heare,  afiUdioM,  they  prevaile ;  why  do  you  pray 
any  more  ?  why  do  you  come  and  hour  any  mora  ?  you  were  as 
good  leave  offtt  firft*  God  will  never  come^  you  were  w^  good 
take  your  pleafure  for  a  while,you  can  butperifli  at  the  laft :  This 
temptation  many  times  c«mcs  very  forely  upon  poor  diftreflfed 
foules  :  But  now  when  the  heart  can  anfwer,  it  is  true,  the  Lord 
indeed  feemet h  to  be  gone,aod  Ihave  cau(e  tofeare  left  he  ihould 
rej  ed  me,but  become  of  me  what  will,  yet  I  will  never  have  any 
other  husband,  never  any  other  comfort  but  Gods  comibit,  no  o* 
ther  peape  but  the  peace  of  God,and  I  am  refolved  that  if  I  perifh 
I  will  perifh  crying  f«r  it ;  If  thou  beeftin  this  frame  wailHig  for 
God,  God  is  way  ting  for  thee  in  wayesof^  his  mercy,  a^at 
length  the  bowels  of  Gods  mercy  will  y  erne  to  wards  thee,as  the 
bowels  oiUfifh  yernod  towards  his  brethren  fb  that  kc  could 
hold  no  longer.Youknowiit/ifiC^fbralongtimeulcdhisbirethreD 
hardly,  but  his  brethren  yet  behaved  tfaemfeives  humbly  and  liib- 
ffli0ively  toward  him,  and  at  iengtli  he  coidd  not  rrfraine ;  fo  it 
may  beGod  iifeth  thee  fbmewhat  hardly  for  a  whiles  yet  dii  thou 
keep  in  an  humble  and  iubmiflive  frame  of  jpktt  unto  him,  do 
that  which  befeemech  a  creatuieto  do,whatfoerer  God  doth  to 
thee,tt  is  fit  God  (hould  exercife  hisaUolure  power  over  lue^and 
that  I  ibould  doe  my  duty  to  him,  do  this  and  be  £ue  thou  art  a 
ibul  that  God  vdU  marry  himfelf  unto  in  the  end. 

Fourthly,  So  farre  as  wc  air  willing  to  be  for  God,  God  is 
willing  to  be  for  us.  God  requires  that  yon  (bottld  feelLhJm  wHh 
ymr  who^le  heart,  ler.  ap.  1 3  •  Markc  how  God  aofweteth^  1  wfii 
rej§jceovirthimt0d$tbimg9oi^€aJwiiflMt  themin  thisldnd 
sgmredlywiihtffj^wk9lfheMrtM$idwithwy  wMefmlf  ;'Wiilyoa 
feck  God  with  jbwt  yfk^U  hear$  ?l  will  do  you  good  faith  God 
with  my  vfh^U  heart.  God  ts  as  willing  to  do  kir  yoa:as  y  00  are 
to  do  tor  him,if  all  tiiefiiadttes  of  your  nils  worktoward  God, 
all  the  attribiMsinGod  fhflUwork&ryair^ood.  If  thjrcftatc 
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be  irA«i?7  given  up  for  God,  Gods  riches  niallbewA^^forthec. 
Wouldeft  thou  know  how  Gods  heart  works  toward  thee?  dp 
but  hy  thine  hand  upon  thy  own  heirt,according  to  the  beatings 
of  thine  heart  towards  God,  lb  arc  the  workings  of  the  heart  of 
Gixl  toward  thee ;  thou  may  eft  determine  it  thus ;  thou  canft  not 
go  up  to  heaven  to  know  it,but  go  into  thine  own  heart  an€l  there 
Uiou  oiay  eft  know.  As  a  man  may  know  by  the  working  of  an 
engine  within,how  the  workings  afe  abroad.  That  is  the  reafon 
tha^  tiie  Saints,  when  they  have  had  their  hearts  enlarged  in 
praycTjthey  have  come  to  be  refolved  what  God  wil  do  for  them 
or  for  his  Church ;  as  it  is  feid  of  Luther,  when  he  was  in  prayer 
onetime  more  then  ordinanly  carneft  withGod,he  comes  down 
to  his  friends  and  laith,  well  it  {hall  go  well  with  G«rEE\anyall 
my  day  es,look  ye  to  it  afterward :  he  knew  what  was  dont  in  hea^ 
vm,  by  what  was  done  in  his  own  heart.  We  may  know  in  a 
great  meaftire  what  God  metnethtc  do  with  his  Churches  ac- 
cording to  the  invvard  beatings  of  our  own  hearts. 

Further,  Sec  here  the  happytdvantage  of  the  Saints,  beyond 
die  men  of  the  world,thus :  Be  j^nfsr  me  faith  God,and  /  wiUht 
I  fttryom.  The  men  of  the  world  can  fay,  I  am  for  the  Worlds  and 
[the  world  is  for  me,  I  am  for  my  honour,  andmy  fconourkfor 
1  fiie,l  am  for  my  whore,aRd  my  whore  is  for  me,  this  is  all  their 
\  hdippineSi  but  now  a  Saint  can  fay,  lamfbr  Grod^  and  God  is 
for  me. 

Oh  the  goodncjfc  of  God  toward  us,  that  he  is  willing  to  be 
for  us  as  we  arc  for  him4  for  hxm,  alas  what  can  we  befor  him  ? 
.we  are  poore  wormes,  vile  creatures  in  our  felves,what  can  we 
do  ?  he  hath  no  need  of  us>  we  are  bound  to  do  all  that  we  do. 
ItissLUooe  aiifaKbg  fliould  cofloetoapoor  beggar,  aladiay 
thus,poore  man  thou  haft  butjlittle,  yet  do  what  you  can  for  me, 
I  will  do  what  I  can  for  you ;  this  were  a  mighty  difproportion : 
Alas  what  can  the  beggar  do  for  the  King  ?  If  you  will  but  ufc 
yoarftaffe  or  what  you  have  for  me,  I  will  ufe  mynchea^  and 
glory,  and  all  for  your  good,  faith  the  King  to  the  btggar.  So 
Sith  God  to  a  poor  creature,Beyou  for  me,and  I  will  be  for  you; 
ftand  for  me,and  I  will  ftand  for  you ;  ufe  any  thing  you  have  for 
ine,and  I  will  ufe  what  I  have  fory  on.  On  the.  bkired.CQndit^ 
on  of  the  Saints  I  who  would  not  be  for  God  ?  do  not  now  fay, 
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«l«s  1 1  am  a  tfoore  vile  ind  unworthy  crcaturc»fo  were  the  ]  ew5, 
do  not  (ay  I  nave  gone  a  whoring  from  God>  and  dealt  taifdy 
witk  him,  the  J  ewes  did  fc,  yet  faith  God,  whenfocvcr  you  will 
be  for  me,  I  will  be  for  you.    It  is  now  the  great  qneftion  t- 
mongftus,whoareyoufor?IwiU  put  the  qtieftion  to  you  all, 
who  are  you  for  ?  Are  your  hearts  wholly  piven  up  toGod>  or 
are  you  for  your  luft5,for  the  creature  i  certainly  the  creature  wil  I 
deceive  yon  ere  long,  you  will  have  no  good  from  the  creature 
that  now  you  are  fo  much  for ;  if  you  be  not  for  God  now,he  will 
fend  you  to  the  creature  in  the  time  of  your  diftrefle*    There  is  a 
time  comming  that  everv  one  of  us  (hall  fee  the  need  we  have 
that  God  be  for  us;  let  us  be  for  God  now^thst  God  may  be  for  us 
then,  whcpwecometocrytohifli,  and  fay,  Oh  Lord  let  thy 
mercyandeoodnefTebeforus,  hcwilliay,  who  were  you  for? 
you  were  for  your  lufts^  now  go  to  your  lulls,  you  would  have 
none  of  me  before,  I  will  have  time  of  you  now-   fr9.  i .  a  tf  ^17. 
T^H  w9mU  have  n^m  9Jmj  rwffofe^  I  Mk  wiilMgh^p  ymr  €mU^ 
mity  and  wfock^when  j^ur  feare  C0mmcfh.  Mark,uey  would  have 
none  of  Gods  reproofe,  he  doth  not  fay,  they  would  have  none  of 
my  mercy,  they  would  have  noneofjny  grace,  thereforel  will 
Ui^hat  their  deftrudion;but  they  would  have  none  of  my  re* 
proofs;  why  i  the  reproofcs  of  God  are  the  bittereft,the  harlhcfl 
things  ofall,y  et  becaure  they  waiild  have  none  of  Gods  reproofes 
he  laughes  at  their  deftruftion.    What  (hall  become  of  them 
then,  who  will  have  none  of  the  riches  of  Gods  grace  oftred  to^ 
theminChrift? 
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J'#r  the  chilJren  of  Jfrdet  JhaS  atidr  mMny  ddjes  Vfithont  d  Kifig, 
andwithoHt  a  Prince f  and  withtut  a  frcripce^  and  Tfrithfftt  mm 
imMge^andwithut  an  Efhe(dyAndwith9Ut  TerMfhim. 

Aftervfdrdjhatt  the  children  ef  Jfrael  returne,  smdfeekg  the  Lerd 
their  Ged. 


Ere  is  much  privation,  fixwitheutSf  i.  witheutn 

Kingy  2.  withents  Prince,  9.  tPitbeut  a  fdcrifce, 

4.   witheHf  an  image  y   5.  yeitbeut  an  Efhed^  6. 

witheut  a  Teraphim,  but  the  laft  verfe  makes  all  up^ 

They  JhaUretnrne  andfeek^  the  Lerd  their  Ged^  and 

David  their  King.    Thcfc  reitheuts  (hew  the  wofiiU  confufed 

eftatt  that  Ifrael  was  to  be  in  for  many  dayes,  many  yeari,  both 

in  rcgs^d  of  their  Civil,  and  of- their  Church  ftate.    The  Civlll 

Stgi<^T»itheHt  a  Kingy  without  a  Prince.    Their  Church,   in  the 

four  that  follow  after.    Though  once  they  were  the  iappicft 

people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  both  in  regard  of  their  Civil  and 

Church  crtatCiyet  now  they  (hall  be  moft  miferable.  This  they 

had  brought  upon  themfelvcs,  they  had  fet  up  their  Idols  id  Dan 

and  BethclJOan  isthc place ef  judgement.  Bethel  the henfe ef  God, 

fo  the  words  figniHe;  there  was  abundance  of  cormption  both 

b  places  ot  judgement^  and  in  the  houfe  of  God,  and  now  there 

corns  upon  them  abundance  of  confuflon  both  in  their  .Civil  &  iii 

their  Church  (Utc.They  received  their  order  for  both  firom  God 

bionitlfe,  from  heaven,  and  their  Laws  as  well  for  Civill  as  for 

Church  Government,  which  no  other  people  yet  ever  did  in  the 

ftsi^e  manner;  but  they  leave  Gods  inftitutions^andfotkyare 

hf^oght  into  all  confufion. 

ThejfJhaU  h  whhont  a  King, 
How  withpnta  King?  When  they  were  in  captivity,  yet  they 
were  under  a  Kii:ig,the  King  of  Babylon  and  the  Ailyrian,  and 
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now  they  are  fcattcrcd  under  the  Government  of  Kings  and  Prin- 
•  ces  ftill  where  cYt  r  they  are*. 

They  have  Kings  over  them,  but  they  have  none  of  their  own 
Nation  to  be  their  King,  and  that  i$  tUe  )udgcment ;  Neither  arc 
thty  governed  by  their  own  (oi  rithcr)  by  Gods  Laws,  and  f<^ 
them  to  be  in  flavcry  ondtr  Kings^was  to  them  as  ill(yea  worfc) 
then  to  have  no  King  at  alt. 

It  is  a  fad  Condition  for  a  people  to  bee  ib  without  i  King^  to 
protedthem>  withcac  a  King  to  jRaintaine  their  Laws,  their 
Priviledgcstnd  Liberticf . 

Whea  men  trj^  God  from  ruling  otct  them,  it  is  juft  with 
God  to  put  thMi'  under  the  rule  of  Tyrants,  of  Oppreflburs,  of 
publique  enemies  unto  their  ftate,  of  deflroyers-  Theblclfing 
of  goVernpiicnt  is  very  great,  if  it  be  right,  and  therefore  the  Per« 
{itiis  were  wont  after  their  Go vernour  dyed  to  let  dl  the  people 
fiar  five  dayesbe  without  any  government  at  all,  that  feeing  the 
incotiveoience  and  mifchicfe  of  being  without  it,  they  asigfat  the 
omre  willingly  yecld  tfaemfelves  umler  Govemmeat,  and  be 
obedient  to  it  when  they  came  under  it. 

It  ia  a  queftion  among  Polttitians^whether  Tytannie  or  Anar- 
chie  be  the bctttr, Tyrannicall Government ,  orno Government 
at  alL  Though  Tyrannic  (excqt  it  come  to  a  great  extremity) 
may  be  better  then  Anarchie,  yet  cenainly  it  is  not  better  then  to 
bring  power  to  be  regulated,  though  it  be  with  feme  trouble. 
That  power  that  at  firll  raiicth  power,  that  defigneafuch  perfons 
and  families  to  have  the  power,  that  limiteth  that  power,  {xoAy 
cannot  want  power  to  regulate  that  power  thatit  (hoold  not  be 
to  its  owne  dcilruftion* 

But  )Sftt  it  is  not  onely  to  be  without  4  King  ^  but  -imhom  m 
Prifife  too.  The  word |  hat  is  here  ttanflated  friW^,  figniiietb 
a  Ruler,  Judge^  or  Governour ,  and  fo  I  finde  it  often  ufed  in 
Scripture,  i  Chron.  17.3 1 .  Aitheft  wirermlers efthefnhfi^ttce^ 
FnW^x,  the  fani*  word  that  is  here  lifed  ;  znANehem.'^.j^.  The 
rmier  of  the  halfitart  ofJerufaJem,  the  Prime.  So  that  by  Priftce 
herd  is  meant  Judges  or  any  kind  of  Rulers,  they  (hall  be  without 
Prince^  without  any  Judges  or  Rulers.  Though  they  had  no 

I  Kings,  yet  if  the  government  had  been  in  thehand  of  eminent 
men,,  ofji^dges  over  them ,  their  condition  had  not  been  fo  fad. 
*  Timi» 
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Time  was  fnot  long  before)  thtctbeir  happtne&didaotcoo- 
fift  inbcRigiiodcrthcgaveniineDt  of  Kings,  tiiey  were  in  a  hap* 
py  conditioabefore  ever  thefc  were  over  then,  and  the  firft  tiuie 
that  etertbey  came  «Kfer  their  foiierhmem  it  waa  ii|mi  their 
ownechoice :  atxl  fo  as  God  ptofirdtth  they  bad  re)V(!^ed  biiSi 
and  God  fcnt  them  their  fiift  King  in  his  wrath.  Tho-dTore  their 
mifery  cettainly  did  not  depend  wholly  upon  being  without  s 
King.  If  Godreftraine  not  Kings^  they  often  defve  to  enaoach 
upon  the  Liberties  that  the  Laws  of  the  Land ,  the  li^ht  of  N&*- 
mre ,  and  God  hioifelfe  gives  Sttb  je£b.  Phumch  tcUs  us  a  ftovy 
of  Fyrrbm,  whocoHininig  to  Athens,  the  Athenians  to  fliew 
their  refpcdr,and  logive  honour  to  Kii^  Fyrrhm^  let  him  come 
intothcsrO^e,  to  fkcnAtctha^jt^Minirtm y  which  was  a 
plaiee  they  were  not  wont  to  let  fttangos  into.  Whea  he  came 
odtofthc  Caftle^he told  them  tfaathe  was  Afitichengigtd  tothem 
for  that  great  favour;  in  eequiuU  of  whkh»  he  told  them  hee 
woald  give  them  thisg^  connfBl;  Take  heed^  faith  he,  that 
yovuffver  let  King  cone  more  isito  this  place ;  Imimatin^  how 
eafitythey  may  be perfwadedto intrench  upon  the  Ubermaor 
thote  wrho  oome  under  their  powier« 

And  this  (hotiid^^idf/pr  mmtj  imfes.  It  dtd  abide  foe  700.  * 
^seevtsaodopwavd  bcfoK  Chnftstime  in  regard  of  the  tsin  trilpes, 
forfromthefoct  of  HiKs4Mi»  to  Cfaeiiib  it  was  fo  long,  the  ten 
tribes  never  came  under  any  Govaaoor  of  their  owne  in  dl 
thactime :  Andfince  Chriftstime  affichcv  judafa  nor  Ifrael  have 
had  either£ing.or  Prince  of  thdrowme.  Oh  what  a  blindnefie 
isthercvpoB  tms  people  \  how  dreadftdl  is  tiiat  darkndTc  ffhciy 
are  now  in  I  Tiuit  not withflarndsM  the  Prophefie  was  fo  cleare, 
that  tk$fceft9r  ibouU  wt  it^miftp^m  Inim  mtiM  ShiUh  r#iM, 
and  yet  now  they  have  been  witfaDMtPidnce  thefel^oo«  yetfts, 
and  jFet  they  wiU  not  beleeve  that  9iiloh  is  come.  Thus 
when  Godgivethoverto  blindnefleandhardneflir,things  that  arc 
never  fo  cleare  wilt  not  be  bdeeved. 

But  their  confoGoiiin  their  Church  ftatekmoiegrievous  then 
the  ^hi&cfl'htj/hMifemthemrsfiicrijhe^  dnd  wkk^Ht  4m  imsg^y 
swd'wkhmt  Mn  Efh^i^  Md  rnth^mt  s  Ters^rim*  Two  of  th^fe 
ioai!e,exprelie  then:  being  depriMd  of  Gods  owne  ordinaBcea, 
and  theother  twe  their  bcti^  dcpimd  of  thetrfidfo  wtki'fhip. 
Xxxx       They 
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They  made  a  mixture  in  worfliip,  they  would  have  their  /4cri^ 
fee  and  their  Efhod^  bat  together  with  them  their  iiM^^and 
their  7Vr<i^i«r. 

This  is  mans  perverfiiefle  to  make  mixtures  in  Gods  wor(hip| 
they  will  keep  fomcthing  of  that  which  is  Gods  ^  but  they  wiU 
bring  in  fomething  of.thcirownetoojand  that  fpoilesall.  I  have 
readofanEtnperour  o\  Rome,  that  in  one  Temple  he  would 
have  Chrifi  and  Orfheus  worfhipped  both  together.  And  thofe 
who  were  Tent  into  Samaria  by  the  King  ef  Babylon,  of  whom 
VftttiAc'i' King.ij.^'i.TbeyJearcdthi Lord y  imdfirved  their 
owf^gods:  h\xtverf.i/\,  it  is  faid)  tbej  feared  not  Ged^tlM  is> 
though  they  would  acknowledge  the  true  God>  yet  they  would 
mix  the  worflhip  of  Idols  with  the  true  God,and  fo  Goire/cifted 
al^  they  did  notfeareGodatall;  It  is  no  fcareot  God  except 
wefearchimoncly;  it  is  no  worihip  of  God  that  is  accepted^ 
unlefleweworlhipliimonely.  It  is  ttuc,  the  heathens  are  con- 
tent with  mixture  in  their  worfliip;  you  may  vvorfhip  one  God, 
and  have  the  worihip  of  another  God  mixed  with  it.  becauie 
thereisnotanyoneof  them  who  challengeth  to  himfelfe  to  be 
the  univerfall  good^but  God  being  the  universal!  go«d, he  muft  be 
wotfhipped  alone  without  mixture. 

There  are  two  things  wherein  we  mud  take  heed  of  mingling; 
The  one  is  in  Divine  worihip,  the  other  is  in  that  great  point  of 
Juftiiication.  It  is  as  much  as  our  lives  are  worth  to  mingle  in 
eithcrofthefe,  we  mud  keep  tothetule  very  cloie  andiitriA  in 
thefe  two,  rather  then  in  any  thing. 

Thefe people  had  both,  and  God  threatens  they  fhould  bee 
without  both;  feeing  they  would  not  keep  themfirlvet  folly  to 
hisinftitutions,  they  Ihould  have  none  at  all,  they  fliould  have 
neither  Gods  inftitutions  nor  their  o wne. 

We  are  this  day  much  like  to  lirael.  In  regard  of  our  civlll 
(late  >  much  confiifion  there  is  in  that,  though  not' alto- 
gether fo  much  as  was  io  theirs.  And  in  our  Church  ftate  we  are 
very  like  them  i  we  have  neither  the  right  way  of  vvoriliip^  nor 
the  falfe^  in  regard  of  the  government  of  the  Church;  The  talfc 
is  caft  away  and  profeft  agamft,  yet  we  have  not  the  tmc ;  Ontly 
here  is  the  mercy  of  God  that  we  are  inquirii^  after  the  true,  and 
feeking  the  Lerd^MndDavidmr  King.  The  Lord  give  US  hearts 
to  enquire  to  purpofr^       Thoie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


thttr^fbift  #/^H0i  1  A* 


Thofe  wha  underftand  the  StftuMghtJktX  finde  that  tliey  tun- 
flate  thcfe  fourc  here ,  Sacrifice^  Imdge^EvhtJ^tndTenafhim ,  by 
words  thit  ondjr  flgnifie  the  true  worfnip,  and  therefore  for 
799f  4r^r  they  put  Sv^^^or  an  Altar^andfor  the  Tndfhim  U^an^ 
Prieitlioodjandforthc  Ephod^Jiih^jioiimanifefiiitUni  a  word  u- 
fcd  for  the  Vrim  and  Thummim.hux  the  Hebrew  is  other  wayes, 
Sacrific9^  Image,  £fhoJznd  Tcraphim,  ai  in  your  bookes* 

Friil  then  to  enquire  after  that  which  was  right^the  true iwor- 
(hip.  Sacrifice  ^tiAEfhed^  What  tliatwaa,  and  then  the  other^ 
Image  and  Tfrapkim. 

Sacrifice.  They  (houldhave  to  facrifice  at  all ,  for  fince  their 
Temple  was  deftroyed  they  could  ocVar  have  any.  That 
istheceafen  that  they  pray  with  that  mighty  ferrcncyof  fpirit 
that  God  would  bviLd  the  Tetnplragaine,  (as  I  remember  I  for- 
\  merly  (bewed  you  out  of  B»xeerfim^)  ^-fJifica,  aSfica ,  a^fica, 
^f0,o>^,»>0^ Lord  build,  bihldy  build  thy  Templcj  in  our  dayes, 
in  our  dayes^  in  our  dayes,  &c.Becaiife  theylme  w  thcy^ould  have 
no  facrifice  fo  long  as  their  temple  was  downe;  And  this  was 
a&d  condition  they  were  in;  this  is  their  lamentable  cftate  to 
this  day ,  they  have  not  the  Iqpll  factifices,  nor  that  which  was 
typed  out  by  then.  There  were  thefe  three  thirds  in  their  facri- 
fices. 

I .  Their tenrfriagi^ofthemfelvtstoGQdjthe fliewing tfacir 
refipeft  to  him  in  that  way  he  reqiured,  that  was  in  their  burnt- 
omritig.  . 

a.  Seeking  the  expiation  of  (inne ,  that  was  io  their  finne- 
oftring. 

3.  Seeking  for  mercy  and  thank^iving,  that  was  in  their 
teacc-^ficring. 

How  to  have  no  facrifice  in  either  of  theft  three  kinds,  that  is, 
to  have  oothing  to  tender  op  to  the  high  and  blefled  God  to  (hew 
ourrefpcAtohim;  to  have  no  meanes  to  expiate  our  (ins  when 
W^  hiye  ofiended  him;  to  have  no  way  to  feeke  tcrCod  for  mer* 
cv  when  we  ne ecl»  nor  to  returne  praife,  this  niufl:  needs  be  a  fkd 
t4ing.  This  the  jews  have  not  for  the  prcfent  I  wee  have  Chrift 
who  is  to  OS  alithefe,  thetendring  up  of  him  to  God,  is  the  ten<- 
diiog  of  tl^greateft  refpeft  to  God  that  pofflble  can  be,  the  ten* 
drihgpfhimisthe  expiation  for  our  (innes,  it  is  theftekingof 
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whtcibever  mercy  we  would  btTc,  tndit  isourEudnxifticall 
fiicrifioe  too  for  all  our  mercies.  But  thofe  vrfio  are  witiMit 
Cfar^,  are  tothisdtj^withoiicfaakioey  they  baveaottangto 
tender  ap  to  God.  If  thou  "wk  tender  op  diy  dbte^  thy  body, 
or  thy  liberty,  or  thy  name,  this  j^  no  fiicrifios  acoqitahie  rnit^ 
God,  except  thou  haft  Cbnftto  tender  uf  to  him,  and  caoft  teo- 
der  up  all  in  him  and  through  hiH),  then  indeed  God  accepts  of 
thefe.  When  thou  liaft  finned,  what  facrifioe  wilt  thou  ofier  to 
GodtoexpiaDcthy  fin  ?  idithy  prayers,  thy  tsares  are  nothing, 
except  they  come  with  this  facrifice,  };,fus  Chrift ;  in  htm  indeed 
a  contrite  heart  is  a  iacrifice  tery  acceptable  toGod.  &ttt  ib  long 
as  thou  ^rtwitlnut  Chrift,  the  judgomeiit  of  the  Jewsist^a 
theei  thoa«rt  without  aiaerifice. 
Andmtbput  4m  EfM,^ 
By  this  btmctncth ,  firft,  that  they  (hoold  bee  without  ^ 
Prieftfaood.  They  &ould  not  have  any  Church  Officecs.  Andi^ 
oondly,  tfafy  fliouldllaviiao  neanesto  knew  the  mindr  ofGod. 
That  IS  the  fcopej  which  sfoonres  thus. 

Fitft,  that  by  the  EfkU  it  meant  she  Priefts,  h  deacc  by 
that  expreflion,  i  Sam.^^.  ifl.  where  it  is  fiud  that  D^  fiem 
f$$i99fc§n  imelfive  firfom  fbat  AidwoM^  n  Utmm  Efh^d,  thatlS^ 
fourefcore  and  five  Priefts. 

.  Secoiictty,  without  the  tmansof  hnowiog  Gods  fliiDde,for 
theFrs»afKithe7^«MM9Mi»^  was  upon  thepeAoall,  iqpoathe 
breaftplate  that  was  Uftened  upon  the  Bphod^  So  that  when  they 
were  without  the  Ephod  ,  they,  muft  needs  bee  without  tivir 
breaftplate,  for  the  brcaftplate  was  annexed  to  the  Ephod,  ani 
could  not  beufedfor  theknowmg^theminde  ofGedbut otKly 
by  applying  it  to  the  Ephod ,  i  S4m.io.j.  Ddviifiud  to  the 
Prieft  y  Mving  me  hither  theEfhedy  ttndpmnd  tnqiM^  m  the 
Latd,  fitjimgj  fimi  Ifmfiu  ttfter  tbi  tMofH  It  was  by  the  prc^ 
fenceoitbe  ^hod,  thai  hcdsd  tDquke  wfaatthe  Bundeoftaod 
WIS  vrhat  he  ihottiddoein  this  bufinefle  tjutt  iie  watiuHraboflt^ 
whethcrheihooklfidUowthctrDopcyea  orno.  AndtheDeit 
is  very  oblervaUc  in  the  fixt  vttie  ,  you  may  (ee  at  what 
time  it  wasthat  BmvU  wos  ft>  ccrdbll  to  make  nk  of  the  Ephod,. 
to  know  the  muideo^  God  what  he  tlioidd  doer  faee  wosinou 
exorodtng  diftreffed  QoidtriDD ,  foe  ^ij/^  hit  owns  City  that 
-^ L  he 
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he  Ind  the  dutigt  of  was  buret,  audi  the  nca  of  the  City  were  all 
in  a  fretting  pem,  and  talked  of  ftaiiiog  hiia»  becaafe  the  Aoia* 
Ickitet  had  come  io  bis  abicncc4iiKi  taken  away  their  goods^thoir 
wives  andchildren»  and  burnt  thetowne.  Tlua  isthe  ooiiditian 
afnen  in  plaque  places,  if  atv^  thijt^  faU  out  wifttcccfleful- 
ly,  the  pedpe  are  ready  in  a  rage  to  faUF upon  thopa;  this 
makts  men  in  ptddique  places  to  be  in  a  hard  condition^  ve- 
ry dangerous  and  trouUefome.  We  had  need  pray  oiuch  for 
then  •  we  are  ready  to  envy  thofcthat  are  above  ua,  andim^ 
ployed  in  ps^ique  lerviccs^  but  coDHdering  what  danger  thuEf^ 
are  in,  andbow  every  thing  that  fa^eth  out  ^nifle,  otherwise 
than  we  defire,  the  blame  is  presently  laid  upon  thcoi,  tht:ir  con- 
ditiflnisnotfbhajppyasweima^nc.  This  was  S^^i^  conditi- 
on, nay  the  text  iaithtittt  beingmthifl  condition,  he  and  the  fisen 
tfcat  wece  with  him  wept ,  fots  they  had  no  more  power  to 
.weepe»theirheartswete&  broken,  yet  in  this  fad  and  grievous 
caodition  he  ioconragcth  himiblfe  iai  the  I^d  his  God,  and  he 
calleth  for  the  Ephodto  enquire ,  and  know  the  mindc  ot  Qod 
wkatheflmildaiDcioit.  Yob  ftallobferve  that  this  is  the  firft 
etme  we  iwde  tfasi  Dm/id  in  bis  Warres  and  Saiiels  called 
fortthe  Epfaod,  whi^n  he  went  to  Achi(U}then  he  did  n€)t  enquire* 
when  he  invaded  rhie  Gc/huritcs,  and  Acoakkites  before,  he  did 
not  cnicjutre,  but  now  when  tie  was  brought  into  (Iraits.  when 
ius heart  was  broken, when  he  was  ina  weeping  condition^ncw 
htcalietfa&rxbe  Epbod :  When  Cod  brings  men  into  ftr^iics 
and  humbles  tbem,  thm  they  will  enquire  ot  God  to  purpofc- 
WearenowabQuttoetx^tttre^God ,  to  know  i^ismtt.dtf,  but 
wean  not  humbled  enough,  our  ftroits  have  not  broken  our 
hearts,aDd  perhaps  we  (bail  not  fo  readily  know  Gods  inindii, 
^^^odmayyetfauiobleusmorei  and  then  when  we  come  to  en- 
quire Gods  miiide,it  may  be  tofmtber  purpofe^ 

But  to  open  th£s garment  a  little.  The  word  £/>W,  is  that 
Hebrew  word,  widcfa figni&cs  to dolfe  in,and  to  coinpa(&  about, 
togirdalmit^becaufeofthefitting  oftbe  garment  to  the  Prieflj. 
and  tJie  girding  of  it  aboi:tt  their.  There  were  divets  forts  of  thdfi? 
Eph0ds,oncpeGHl:artothehi^h  Pcieftythatycuhave  jEjit^J  ig^.; 
Others  that  the  ordinaryi  Pricfts  hid>  that  you  have  in  the  fotikier 
pVa^atl  namedabouttiK  fbuiibofe  and  five  P^iefisfluiofay  D^^ ; 
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A  third  was  common  for  the  ordinary*  Levites^  thus  SkmMti, 
I  Sam,  2. 1 8.  minifired  before  the  Lord  girded  witl^  a  linnkn  J?* 
fhod.  And  there  was  a  fourth' that  other  people  did  weare  in 
their  holy  actions  ,  efpccially  Kings,  V  avid  danced  before  the 
Lerd^  being girdedwith  a  linmen  Ephod.  2  Sam.6, 1 4.  And  to  this 
day  the  Jews  have  I  kinde  of  linnen  garment ,  but  not  of  the  fa- 
(hionotour  Ephoi^  but  fome  little  kinde  ofrefemblanceto  it, 
they  weare  it  upon  their  heads^  and  fo  da wnc ward.  When  -^- 
/^';if4;f<ifrcameto3eruialcm,  laddtu  the  high  Prieftcame  with 
alt  his  Prieftly  garments  to  meet  hi  n »  which  cau(ed  hhh  tcUil 
ddwne^proftrating  himfeltc  before  him,out  of  reverence  to  him; 
lofefhw  teis  us  in  that  ftory,that  the  people  likewife  came  with 
white  garments,  garments  that  had  fome  kinde  of  rcfcmblance 
to  this  Ephod :  lefefbtm  faith  that  this  Ephod  was  a  garment  but 
of  a  cabite  long,  onely  covv^ring  the  moulders i^nd  the  bretft, 
open  above  and  on  either  fide,  and  gtrt  about  the  breafts ;  others 
make  it  a  long  robe  reachine  downe  to  the  very  feete.  Bat  there 
wjLS  a  robe  belide  the  Eph^d,  the  Ephod  was  over  another  rc^j^e: 
fo  Chrift  appetred  unto  hhn  ^  ReveL  x.  ij.  Cloaihfd  with 
a  garmiut  domte  f  the  foot ,  and  girt  abomt  the  faft  with 
a  golden  girdle,  like  the  Priefts,  for  fo  they  were  wont  to  be 
arrayed;  And  Rev.  1 5 .6.  the  Minifters  of  the  Churches  called  by 
the  name  of  Angels,  aredefcribed^  ctoathed  inwhoPoHnnon,  bs^ 
vingthfirireafis  girdodwith golden  girdUs;  not  girt  about  their 
loynes,  but  about  their  breads » neerc  chcir  hearts.  That  which 
makes  MinidersoftheGofpell  ready  prepared  for  their  worke, 
is  the  girdle  of  truth,  and  this  muft  be  ^6out their  hearts^if  their 
o  wne  plottmgs  and  felfe-endi  (hall  girt  them,  that  is ,  put  cheoi 
on  to  <  readine(fe  to  doe  what  fflayferve  for thofe ends;  thb 
girdle  is  not  the  golden  girdle,  but  like  that  rotsengirdlt  of  lere^ 
miahs.chzp.ii.j*  that wss profitable fornot£ing. 

This  garment  of  the  Ephod  was  a  holy  garment  then ,  and  o* 
thcrs  muft  take  heed  of  cnedling  with  fiich  garments,or  pf  fecking 
to  imitate  to  make  thclike  garoieotrWe  reade  ofGidoon^Ittdgee 
S.  when  God  had  hiveif  him  a  great  viftory  over  the  Midiapites, 
hewoulclviutaterhisEphodyoHhe  (poylc  he  bad  gotten  of  the 
^MiditniteSj  tie  made  a  rich  and  a  glorious  Efhed,  but  the  text  ob* 
fferveth  that  thing  provs d  to  be  the  deftrti£Uon  of  Gidoons  homfe^ 
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tot  tht  fe9fU  went  ^  whmring  after  it :  he  made  it  with  a  good  in- 
tention, to  teft ific  bis  rhankhilndie  to  God  for  his  vidory,  not 
thinlving  that  ever  it  fliould  be  wor&ipped.  It  is  a  dangerous 
thing  for  guveroouis  tothinke  to  imitate  Cods  ordinances  in 
garcncnti  or  the  like,  and  to  prefttYc  them  amongft  people, 
though  ic  be  with  never  fo  good  an  intention,  their  good  inten- 
tion will  not  excufe  them;Ci^*;f/  prefumption  in  making  an 
Ephod,  in  iinitation  of  the  Ephod  appointed  by  God  prove  J 
to  be  the  dcftradioo  of  hi«  houfe^yet  this  was  GUtcn  whoa 
littk  before  had  deftroyed  the  altar  of  ^ii4/>  though  he  Wasfo 
0iuch  a^eainfl  Idolatry  before,  yet  now  he  doth  that  which  fbr- 
tfaereth  Idolatry;  fo  may  Govcrnours  if  they  take  not  heed,  they 
nay  pull  dowoe  one  kinde  of  f al&  worfhip  and  (et  up  another. 

The  Jewcs  haveaany  myfteries  about  this  garment|It  would 
weary  you  to  heare  them.  I(k«iU  ondy  observe  that  which  is 
moft  ufefoll  for  you,  we  oiuft  not  reade  the  book$  of  the  old  Te- 
ftamcnt,  as  it  they  concerned  usiiot.  Firft  upon  the  £bouIdcrs 
of  the  Ephod  there  were  fet  ^ankes  of  precious  ftontSyUpon  them, 
were  ingraven  the  names  of  the  twelfc  Ttibes  according  tt& 
their  generations;  And  in  the  middjkof  the  Epbod  upon  the 
br^dplate  which  was  to  be  four  iquare^there  were  four  rowes  of 
precious  ftonts  J  upon  thofe  likewise  were  ingraven  all  the  names 
of  the  tnbee  of  Ifrael ;  and  he  bore  them  upon  |us  heart.  There 
isS^much  to  be  obfer  ved  in  this, 

Firft ,  Let  the  Tribes  be  what  they  will  be  in  themfelves 
though  never  fomeane,  yet  upon  the  Ephod  they  were  precif^us 
ft^nes.  The  Prieft  wearing  the  Ephod  was  a  type  ot  Chrifl;  let 
thofe  who  are  godlyjbe  never  fo  mean  in  themfcl ves,yet  inChrift 
God  lookee  upoh  them  as  precions  ftones. 

Secondly,  thefe  precious  ftone^,t hat  were  upon  the  ihoulders 
of  the  Ephod,  are  called  4  memprUti,  Ex^d.  28. 1 2.  that  was  to 
fignifie  ChriH  bearing  the  names  of  all  the  Saints  before  his  Fa- 
ther for  ainemoriall,thofe  i  atribesreprefenting  ail  tht  Churches  < 
that  (hould  be  unto  the  end  .of  the  world.  When  God  remem- 
bers his  Church,  it  is  thorough  Chrift;  God  never  remembers 
his  Cfavch,  but  it  is  by  Chrift  <:arryirig  it  before  him,  that  is  th^« 
comfort  ofthe  Saints;  therefore  he  can  never  remember  them  to 
revenge  himfeli  Dponthem,for  he  never  thinkethofthem  but  on-  < 
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ly  ts  Chrift  pttfimtcdi  rbtm  onto  Urn* 

And  fbrtbfr^t  memorUtt  (&f  1 1^  Je  ws)not  0tiAf  bcctoft  die 
Pricft$  were  td  ticart  the  mnMf  of  the  f  wdw  tribfi  fngtrcenin 
tkofe  ftonea  foramcmoriaU  before  tkc Lord,  bortofigntfie that 
the  Pr)eft$  themlclres  were  to  remtB^ber  to  pny  &«  the 
tribes. 

AimI  thirdty,  t  memorialli  to  fignifie  that  both  the  Priefts  and 
all  the  people  were  to  remember  their  godly  Anceftora  aod 
Pr^eceflbrs^  and  to  f^bllow  their  vertues,and  not  fo  be  any  dtf- 
henourunt^theifi. 

fiat  tkedrftis  thechiefe^  thefepretioasftonet  with  the 
names  of  the  tribes  were  firft  opon  the  thoulder,&  then  upon  the 
heart -.upon  ihe  (houldef,thia  notet  that  Cbrift  carsyea  his  Chinth 
Qpon  his  dioukter,  he  beares  the  burthen  of  his  Church,  all  their 
weigHt,  aUtheiraffliAions  upon  his  fliooMer,  the  ftiouldttof 
Chrift  ftandeth  undertheCbutches^ercainly  thtrrforethey  (hall 
naterfinke. 

But  may  they  notbefo  barthenfome  to  Chrift  at  that  he  may 
(hake  off  his  burthen?  No^therefore  he  hath  thein  upon  his  bieaft- 
platetoo  as  well  as  upon  his  (hculder^there  was  upon  the breaft* 
plate  in  the  middeft  c^the  Ephod  tha  names  oi  the  tweba  tribes, 
Chrift  earryes  the  memoriall  of  his  Chovches  at  his  heart  as  well 
as  upon  his  (houlders^  and  that  makes  Chrift  put  Jiis  &ouklers  to 
the  good  of  the  Churches  becaufe  they  are  fo  ncare  his  heart.  An 
infinite  comfort  it  is  m  the  fpirituall  meanit^  of  this  Bphod  that 
belongs  to  all  t  he  godly >Cnnft  night  and  day  hath  thee  upon  his 
(houldtr^  and  upon  his  heart  as  a  precious  ftone  before  G«dthe 
Father.  This  one  thing  further  is  obferveabL  about  it,  you  fliaU 
findeif  you  reade  that  place  in  Exodus,  that  the  Danes  of  the 
twelte  tribes  wtretobc  ingraven  upon. thefrftwiesin«der ac- 
cording unto  their  birth,  now  in  RrveL  a  i .  t  he  twelve  Apoftks 
who  in  regard  of  their  Doftt^ine  arc  made  the  twclre  precious 
ftones  of  the  foundation  of  the  new  J  eruiakm,  you  (hall  reide 
that  they  are  all  the  very  fame  precious  (bones  by  name  excepting 
four,  and  thefe  fourc  Ifinde  thatlnterpretcr^thinlc  to  be  the 
^(iimethat  the  other  were^  onely  w:  th  different  names,  for  pretir 
ous  ftones  either  in  regard  of  the  places  where  they  acc  foocxi,  or 
inregard  oft  heir-quality  or  colour  carty  diT^^r^  nimes,  (o  that  it 
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is  very  probable  fhttthofe  precious  ftonei^tn  the  Revei.  were  the 
fame  with  thrfe  in  ExoJm,  but  there  we  do  not  finde  that  they 
ard  fcjt  according  unto  any  dignity  of  one  Apoftlc  before  another. 
as  they  were  in  the  fetting  ef  the  names  ot  the  Tr ibes,for  the  firft 
precions  fione  that  was  to  be  fet  of  the  foundation  of  the  new 
Jerufiilen3,of  the  glorious  Church  that  fhould  bejit  is  the  ftone  of 
Benjamin  who  was  the  youngeft ;  And  if  there  might  be  any 
myfteTicinit^wemaythink  itfignifiesthus  fnuch^atleafik  wemay 
make  life  of  it  by  way  of  aliuHon,  that  the  Lord  will  oaake  ufe  of 
^fae  young  ones  of  this  generation,  who  (hall  aiake  way  for  the 
new  Jerafalem  before  any  pi  the  other  tribes ;  God  will  cull  out 
tkem  to  be  the  firft  ftone  of  the  foundation  ot  that  glorious 
Church.  In  that  we  finde  there  was  not  fnch  cwdcr  fet  of  the 
Apoftles  as  was  of  the  Tribte,  we  are  taught  that  Cbrift  would 
not  have  us  look  upon  the  Apoftles  as  one  above  another ;  there- 
fore you  (liall  finde  the  Apoftles  are  never  named  in  one  and 
the  fame  order;  in  one  Evai^elift  they  are  fet  downe  inonc  or- 
der, and  in  another,  in  another, as  ^#rr.  lo.  Marks  J.  Luc.^,  fo 
AFl.  I ,  In  all  thefe  they  are  named  in  a  different  order,  noting 
therby  that  there  is  no  fupeticrity  nor  inferiority  in  the  Minifters 
oftheGofoell.  ' 

'  Upon  the  fpWthere  was  likewife  the  VrimtnA  ThMmmim. 
It  isveiy  hard  to  tell  yon  what  this  Vrim  and  Thummifh 
was,  k  coftsa  great  deale  of  time  to  finde  out  what  men 
thinkeitwas,  and  if  I  ftibuld  tell  you  the  variety  of  the  guef- 
fts  of  men  about  this,it  would  be  t  ircfome  unto  you  and  me.  Am- 
fiin ii\h\%  liyqueftion  upon  Exod.  Invenire  qtiid[intdiffu:iley 
what  this  Vrim  zndTht^mmim  was,it  is  hard  to  finde,and  Cajet^n 
faith  none  yet  ever  explayned  what  it  wa%  and  they  tell  us  that 
^ven  the  Rabbins  themfclves  fay ,the  Jews  were  very  ignorant  of 
this.  But  moft  probableone  of  thele  two,  efpecitlly  the  latter. 
Somethink  that  tbey  were  fbtne  ftones^  in  tke^reftplatej  which 
by  their  brightneflfe  or  darkenes  did  give  an  aofwer  to,  what  they 
demanded  ef  God,  that  is  thus,  when  the  high  Prieft  went  to  de- 
mand of  God  what  was  to  be  done  in  any  great  and  publique  af- 
faires, he  prefentedthis  braeft-plate  with  thefe  ftones  before  the 
Lord,  and  ifGod  would  give  an  alBrmative  anfwer^  theft<^nes 
gaveamorethen  ordinary brightnefTe and luftre,  butifhewould 
* Yyyy givc^ 
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give  t  negative  ai&ffv^ery  then  the  ftones  were  dtrkec  then  they 
were  before ;  but  we  are  not  cetttine  of  this,  we  mxf  rather 
conclude  upon  the  other»  viz.  that  the  Frm  and  Tlmmmim^ 
f  though  weknownot  what  nutter  theyweremadeo^  no  oiore 
then  we  know  what  Atmm/tiVt^s  made  of,)  it  wu  ^onewhat 
that  God  g[ave  M0jis  to^pat  into  the  breaftrplate^  which  by  him 
W^  appointed  as  anordinance^whichwas  tobe  prtfenledbtfere 
^he  Lofd  bjr  t  bet  Prieft  when  they  would  loaow  the  miodt  oiGodi 
8{  when  thia  was  peTentedheforetbe  Lord^GoddidthenuinaUy 
give  an  aofwer  to  the  Pritft,  eitherby  an  aiadible  ifQice  or  by  lic^ 
cret  infeiration;  yet  not  alwayes  tying  himfelf  togiv^  it  tbus^ 
^or  we  find  in  Scripture,  femetimesGod  did  notgivean  anfwer 
when  he  was  fought  by  Frim  &ThMmmim^%  when  5^1  eoqui* 
red  of  God  by  Vfirn  4tmi  Thmmmim,  thett  waa  HQanTwor  frenn 
God;  And  it  is  like  lofiiUf^  would  not  ba:ve  feot  onely  ti>  H^ldiA 
the  prophecedeifhe  might  have  had  anfwer  by  Vrim  MdTlmm^ 
mim;hnt  when  God  pleafcd  he  would  give  an  anfwer  tbi$  way. . 

The  word  VrimtitidThMmumimRgf^i  lighi  and  ferfrili^n^ 
fome  w  ould  make  it  to  (ignifie  the  knamhdg^  and  integrkj  «f  life 
that  is  tobe  in  Miniftets;  but  I  rather  think  the  meaningisi  that 
they  were  brightpreciousftoncs  whichwcrcof  a  great  perfe<^i» 
and  ^  to  dothae  which  God  did  appotm  tbesk  fqr .  The  Sepcna- 
fint  calls  this  Ai^Ms  the  Qraciew  Hence  i  fct.j\.i  i.Lffhim^c^ 
if  \o>#fli,  4*  thi^  Oracles  of  Gad. 

Now  ti  is  0)uft  be  upon  the  brraft-^plate  of  the  Prie^  which 
the  Prieft  making  ufe  of,  thereby  the  peoplecameto  know  the 
mii^of  God.  This  was  tofignifie  that  we  ottiftkokeforthe 
mind  of  GckI  by  Chrift.  It  is  Chrift  whoiscome  bom  the  Fathtf 
to  reveak  hs  couiifels  tous ;  if  we  lookto  t»vethe  oundQf.God 
any  other  way  buethrough  him^  we  are  miftakec.  Andftytherj 
this  VpimamiTfemmfmythiibvc9£t^pUtC(^)  w^^ 

be  vupQ^iht^  heart  ci  the  hish  Pricft^  and  that  when  he  went 
inbe^or&the  Lord,  as  £mhI.  28. 30.  Thereare  two  notable  his- 
rail  obfervations  to  be  obtetved  f(oin  thence. 

Firft,  the  anfwtir  tfcat  any  Minifterot  God  in.  the  name  of 
ChFift  Should  give  hispeopk,£hould  befocbaoanfwer  aa  (bould 
lie  at  hi^very  heart,  he  oiuft  fpcak  oo(bfaing  but  his  very  heart 
untothemjwhenhewould.anfwer  ai[^cafeof€onfcien<;c9  €« 
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xiitkt  known  wf  thing  oftlie  mind  ofGodj  his tnfvvrttffluft  lie 
tt  his  h«itt. 

Secondly,  It  muft  be  win  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  it  muft  b« 
tsbcforcGod,  hemuftconfidcr  in  whofe  place  he  flandcth  to 
wfwcr  as  from  God  from  thegrctc  Prophet  ot  the  Church. 

It  is  i  great  judgement  threatned  to  be  without  Urim  and 
Thummim,  feting  it  wu  of  (b  great  u(e  unto  them.  And  this 
ihouldbe  for  mmy  ddyes,  Joftfhm  iaitb,  that  thty  were  with- 
out this  two  hundred  yeeres  before  he  wrote  his  Antiquities^ 
that  was  an  hundred  and  five  yeettrs  before  Chnd ;  but  it  ap* 
peares  that  they  had  no  Frlm  dnd  Thummim  long  before  that 
tiBie»  for  at  their  returne  from  Captivity,  E^a  2.  tfj.  th 
Tir/hasha  ^  thit  is ,  the  Ruler,  faid  unto  them,  that  tkty 
Jbonli  Mt  tuti  rfthe  m^fi  My  things  tiUthenft^pdHf  ^Ptitfi 
with  Vrim  and  Thmmmim^  therefore  they  had  not  then  a 
Prieft  with  Unm  and  Thummim,  they  expefted  to  have  one, 
but  whether  ever  they  had  one  after  it  is  not  known.  This 
was  the  reafon  of  that  compiiint  of  Alfdfh ,  P/i/.  74. 9.  ivt 
fefn$tourJignes^  thcr&is  h0  m$ri  any  Pnffhrt  ^  nekkir  it  then' 
any  among  m  that  kflowcth  how  longyxhsx  is  a  grievous  Complaint. 
Now  it  is  like  that  Pfalme  was  made  about  the  very  time  of 
their  returne  from  Captivity,  for  E^rai.^i.  J/aph  is  nam.d 
among  thofe  that  caoie  to  Jerufalem  from  the  Captivity,  Thi 
fingers  the  childrtn  rf^Afafh^  an  hnndted  twenty  andeight.  But  let 
it  be  then  or  after,  by  this  Pialme  we  may  Hnde  that  it  was  a 
very  lamentable  complaint  to  be  without  Vrm  and  Thum- 
mim. 

The  refult  of  all  is,  that  it  is  a  grievous  thing  to  the  Saines,tha^ 
in  the  time  of  their  fltaits  they  doe  not  know  Gods  mind.  At  any 
time  when  God  brings  his  people  into  ftraits^  yet  if  they  can. 
know  the  mind  of  thcirGod,  they  arerefrefhed  and  encouraged; 
but  when  they  (hall  feck  to  know  Gods  mind,  and  the  Lord  re*: 
fufeth  to  difcover  it  to  them ,  this  is  a  (ad  condition  indeed. 

I  find  one  note  more  of  7^#w^  about  their  bcinj  without  ani 
Ephod.  Wemayobferve,  faith  he,t  he  hardnefleofthe  heart  sofj 
the  Jews,that  they  (hould  bcfo  many  hundred  yeers  without  fa-| 
criftce  and  without  Ephod,  without  the  true  worfhip  of  God| 
among  them,  and  way es  to  know  Gods  minde,  and  yet  they  are 
_        Yyyy  2  no< 
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Qfaap.  3 .  not  guilty  of  any  grciter  fin  then  the  fin  ^f  Idolatry,  except  k  be 
of  tht:  killing  of  J  b  s  u  s  C  h  r  i  s  t  ,  that  they  fhoidd  not  reafva 
'^UM  fit  ci^U  tAm  g^iin^:s  cff.if^  hc  Unto  thus.  What  fin  IS  it  that  thus  pro- 
uinporceti^i  (unt  f  max  mt  cum  id.Unon  vokcs  God  tgainft  US  more thoi  c- 
roUotpneter  inicfcaiQHcm  (AiuAtoris.^u-^  verbe  wtS  ptovoked?  Surdv  there 
tm no^i  vatent mvcn^t. Hicronin loc.  j^ foxnegrettcr  fin  then  cvcryet  we 

have  commit  ted;  bat  fiiithhe,they  can  never  find  any  other  of* 
f  ence^befide  the  killing  of  Chrift,to  be  a  greater  offence  then  Ido* 
htry,  and  yet  they  have  a  greater  jadgemcnt  upon  them  thmc- 
ver  they  had ,  tliough  they  are  not  guilty  ok  rhat  finne  as 
they  were  formerly;  furely  were  they  not  extremdy  harJned, 
they  would  be  convinced  that  all  this  is  becaule  otour  rejVdinf 
and  crucifying  Chrift  tht  Soa  of  G^. 

As  they  had  the  OrdintpcA  of  God»fo  they  had  wayes  (^fdfe 
wor  (hip  of  their  o  wne^  Images  and  Terafhtm.  I  muft  (hew  you 
what  thofe  werej  and  then  how  it  is  a  threatning  that  they  (hould 
be  without  thofe. 

Jmdge^  that  feemcth  to  refer  to  the  two  calves  they  hud  fct  up 
in  Dan  and  5^/^/^  which  they  fo  much  glo  yed  and  rejjyccd  in, 
they  fhould  be  taken  away. 

Terapkim,  that  likewifeftiould  be  taken  away.  Now  it  you 
askewhat  this  rrr^fifci«ii  was?  in  the  general!,  Turafb  is  a  di- 
iHfmidmojHm  per  Epbad  De4  coHfecrstum  vining  image;as  the  Ephod  wasGods 
mid  agtndim  e(jet  c^nfuienubus  ptniflta-  ordinance  to  know  the  mind  of  God 
'tff  .'/>•,  ita  per  TcMph.  m  idoloum  prxMai-  by,fo  the  Teraphim  was  a  way  of  the 
nes  dtcUnbantm.  Prccop.in  SanviMJ.     ^cvill,  an  idolatrous  way  t«  knoW 

things  that  were  to  come.  It  was  an  Image  made  after  this  fa- 
(Kion,  fo  I  finde  thofe  that  write  %i  it  tell  us.  The  Ttraphim  was 
the  image  of  the  head  of  a  man  wnin^  oflfhis  body,  (alted  a^d  be- 

fpiced  with  precious  fpic€S,and  then 
Ha^abant  Eminem  cu^m  cap  lU  to,' quendo^  up^  thisljcad  there  wasa  plate  oF 
rafundebiiU.quodpofteaftUi&aiomati-    .,li j  .„:*l-.l^^.-»      a.l  .  rV.    . 

Jundubant\fcribeU4'ie  fuper  iumi-  gold  With  the  name  o!  that  (pint  that 
tf w  aurctim  somen  JpiritHs  imn^M/tdi ,  qM  thcy  Would  diviue  by ,  for,  as  fome) 
'uppoft:a  cApiti  eitu^poncbdnt  lUud  in  poii-    the  nam^  of  the  uncleanc  {pint  was 

to  be  put  under  the  tongue  of  this 
head,  and  this  being  fet  up  upon  a 
waJl, there  were  burning  candles  ard 
inccufcoifcrcdta  it,  and  tliat  uodcr 

the 
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tc  mctndetiUbm  cBrsm  eo  candelas^&  ado- 
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the  conftcllation  of  fpme  ftar,  apd  fb  enquiring  to  know  fomc- 
thing  that  was  to  come,  by  it  the  devill  was  ufcd  to  anfwer,  and 
to  tell  them  of  fuch  things  as  were  to  come;  it  was  an  oracle  of 
the  devill  that  teld  them  whit  fucccffe  they  (hould  have  in  this 
or  the  other  bufineffe-fometimes  it  hit  right.  Seethe  fupeiftition 
of  the  J  €  ws ;  they  defired  much  to  know  the  mind  0^^^04,00^ 
becaulc  they  were  afraid  they  (hould  not  know  all  by  theSph^J, 
which  was  the  ordinance  of  God ,  they  would  joyne  with  the 
'Eph0d^thcTerAfhim. 

From  hence  there  is  tbisprofitable  note. 

It  is  a  very  great  and  fcarniircviU  for  men  in  fea^chmg  to 
know  any  thing  ot  Gods  mind,  not  to  keep  themfclves  to  Gods 
wayes  oi knowledge,  to  Godsp wne ^dinanccs.  It  concerneth 
us  much  no w  at  this  day.  We  are  about  enquiring  the  mind  of 
God ,  that  wee  may  know  it  about  matters  concernii^  the 
Common- wealth,  but  more  tfpc dally  about  Religion.  I  fup- 
pofe  there  is  none  of  us  but  will  acknowledge  that  way  that  God 
hath  appointed  for  the  revealing  of  his  wiU  is  the  Script  ure^  that 
.we  muft  look  into  the  Scripture^  and  feekto  know  Gods  mind 
there ;  that  is  good,  but  let  us  not  joyii^TerAphim  with  it ;  then 
doe  vvejoynTrr^pAiw^,  when  vvc  reft  not  upon- Scripture  alone, 
butfcarcb  after  rules  of  mans  devirmg,  and  what  will  ftand 
with  OHr  o  wne  camall  ends.  The  Lord  may  jallly  meet  v  vth  us 
ift  Vvrath,  if  we  prefumc  to  joy  n  our  Teraphim  with  his  EphoJ. 
Pray  that  at  this  day  where  there  is  fo  tnuch  f  arching  after  Co  is 
mind^thatthofe  who  are  employed  in  it,  may  ke«p  themfclves 
tothe£pW,  to  thaScripturey,  to  that  which  is  Gods  ordi  .a;  ce 
for  the  revealing  his  irind,  that  they  may  not  joync^htTera- 
phim^  their  own  fancies  and  inventions  of  men  vyith  the  Saip- 
tures ;  fo  lonp  as  we  keep  to  that  rule,  we  may  hope  to  do  well 
enough ;  but  if  the  Teraphim  be  J  oy  ncd  with  the  Ephod,  if  any 
thing  be  joyned  with  the  Scriptures,  though  it  may  feeme  to 
hz  never  fo  tationall,vvee  have  caufe  to  tcarc  God  will 
leave  us. 

We  findc  this  yvord  Tersphim  ufed  fomet ime  in  Scripture  for 

the  image  of  any  man  :  as  i  Sam.  ip.  13.  whczi  Michel  took 

an  image,  and  laid  it  in  ti^e  bedinftea^i  of  D^viW,  the  word  in  the 

Ucbtiiw is  Trraphim:  fo  when  Ea^hel  ilolc  away  her  fjithirs 
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itnageSy  the  word  is^  llie  Aole  «  way  her  fathers  TerapUm,  and 
focnethinke  they  were  her  fathers  Divining  ioiac^s,  and  that 
(he  did  rather  ftealethofe  then  any  others  >  bcxauTe  ihe  woidd 
not  have  her <athcr  divine  which  vv ly  they  vvcre  gone.  Zachmr. 
X  o,  1.  i  c  is  faid  the  li§h  hdvejpol^n  vanity ;  the  vviard  it  the  Te^ 
raphim.  By  w  hich  we  may  kc  t  bey  were  wont  to  aike  of  their 
IdolcaboatthdrdiccelTes.  Andfometimewefindein  Scripture 
that  Idolatry  is  called  by  this  name,  as  i  Sdm.i^.t^.  fimU^me*' 
Mfjfe  u  4S  Idolatry y  the  word  is,  is  as  Terofkim. 

But  here  comes  in  the  queftion,  God  threatneth  totakeaway 
the  Sacrifice  and  the  Efhod^ih^x  plainly  is  a  thrt amin?jbut  how 
isthisapartofthethreatning  to  take  avi^ay  the  Imagt  and  the 
Terafhim  i 

You  may  underftand  k  as  a  threatning  by  this  (imilitade ;  It  ic 
as  if  dod  would  threaten  to  brin^  Ifraelinto  fuch  a  defolate  con^* 
ditioutsa  (trumpet  is  brought  into,  not  oncly  whep  all  her 
friends  leave  her  which  were  her  kindred ,  her  tnie  friends,  but 
when  all  her  loversleave  her  tOQ,cven  thoft  who  were  filthy  with 
her  ithofe  who  pretended  the  mod  love  to  herein  whom  Aie  took 
abundance  of  comfort,  and  from  whom  flie  expcftcd  piotedhon; 
yet  now  (he i5  brought  into  fuch  acondition,asnie(ittethdefo* 
late,  forlome  and  helpcleiTt :  So  (hall  ye  be,faithGod,yeur -y^cri- 
fice  and  your  JSphd^ycu,  and  Tnafhim  (liall  leave  you. 

Of  rather  thus,  howfoever  it  is  a  mercy  for  Ged  to  takeaway 
falfeworftiip  from  a  people,  Images  and  Terafhim^  yet  in  this^ 
regard  it  commes  in  a  way  of  threatning ,  becaufc  it  would 
croflTeand  vcxethegj  to  be  deprived  ofthefc  Images  and  Tera- 
phim,  it  would  be  a  j  udgement  in  their  apprehenfion :  As  for  in- 
llanccwhatadealeofftirre  have  we  with  people,  whentRey 
conceive  that  any  falfe  worfhip  (hall  be  taken  away  from  them, 
they  thinke  they  are  undone  in  it ;  when  the  inventions  of  men 
in  Gods  wor(hip  arebutqueltioned,  what  adoe  is  there  1  men 
thinketheirgodsaretakenaway^  as  li«J^^iri8.  when  the  chil- 
dren of/)  4if  came  to  the  heufe  of  y^/r4i&,  and  tooke  away  his 
Ephed znd  his  Teraphim^  be  cryed  out  after  them.  Ye  have  ia^en 
away  the  gods  that  I  hofuemadey  and  what  have  J  mere?  What 
worfe  thing  could  you  have  done  more?  I  had  rather  youfhould 
have  taken  away  all  I  had,  and  yet  you  fay  unto  me,  PFhat  ajleth 
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thiifli  it  not  To  at  this  day  ?  What  is  it  that  naw  breederh  fiich 
difturbance  in  En^and  at  this  tiai«^  but  that  people  thinke  their 
To^^MifhaU  be  taken  from  them  ^  whereas  they  haTe  here- 
tofore worflitpped  God  inifalfeway,  after  the  inreiitioDS  of 
men,  and  now  God  is  pleafed  re  dificover  light ,  and  there  is  en- 
quiring after  a  government  of  the  Church  in  the  right  way,  and 
the  trae  manner  of  worfhipping  God ,  they  are  even  mad  upon 
this,  aiid  wonld  rather lofe  their  lives  and  their  eftates,  then 
their T'^i^smfl^ould  betaken  away;  let  that  be  taken  away^ 
and  haw  &allthey  beabletopray  ^  what^  will  you  take  away 
theirReiig^^  This  is  the  language  of  m^nin  many  ignoraiit 
places  in  this  Kingdome^  yea^  the  vc^ry  language  ot  oftany  even  a- 
raongft  IIS  here  >  they  are  verily  perfwadod  that  the  Parliament 
are  intended  to  takeaway  all  Kellgi(HiiQ  the  Kingdome^and  fbch 
principles  theadver£iriesgee  about  to  infufe  into  men ,  that  the 
Paiiiamectare  a  company  of  BrowniOs^  meerely  becauibthey 
goe  about  to  enquire  a^  th^true  way  of  worfhipping  God^ 
and  would  have  the  Land  purged  of  ail  fuperftitious  vanities; 
Thus  people  crie  out  fortheir  Terafhim ;  Grfot  u  Diana  of  the 
Efhtfiani.  You  may  reade  the  like  in  the  hiftory  of  the  life  of 
King  Eixmrixhut  fixth^when  he  had  but  baniihed  the  Mii!e,there 
wasan  Amiierofe  in  i>evonftiire,  and  they  fait  feverall  Articles 
unto  the  King  about  their  grievances,  as  eaufes  of  their  rifing ; 
Tirft,  they  faid  that  their  children  weredenied  to  be  baptifed,  as 
now  they  cry  ou:  that  none  but  a  company  of  Anabaptifts  doe  sdl 
this;.the  Popifh  PridUdid  then  infiite  into  the  people  that  were 
in  thio&rs'moee  Countries,  thatthty  weretohaveno  morechil- 
drcabaptfzed^^iiaDking  this  would  exafperate  the  p^ple  then  a- 
gainft  King  and  Parliaoient:  And.  then  they  complained  that  their 
Service  was  taken  from  theo^j^  meaning  the  Maflc)Kjng  Edward 
was  <9tne  to  write  to  them.  >  to  tell  them  that  they  Avere  excee- 
dingly  abuied,  that  they  fhouM  ftill  enjoy  what  was  according 
to  the  word  of  God,  that  their  children  Should  be  baptized ;  and 
for  the  Mafle,  fekh  he,  the  Common  Prayer  Book  is  that  Made 
the  fame  that  it  was  before'ioncly  whereas  it  wa9in  Latin  before, 
now  it  is  turned  into  Engtifh ;  and  fo  he  quieted  andfatisfiedthe 
people  of  thax  Countrey.  Thus  it  comes  to  be  athreatning^  that 
"'  »d  wil  take  away  t keiriSw^  6tTerafbimJ^tcwiktht  heartaof 
"      pee- 
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pcqpJe  *rt  fa  y^xed  whai  their  fupfrlHtious  ways  arc  takenawaf . 

•Now  upon  ti;is  confqfion,  when  they  are  without  King  , 
Prince  ^  $acri^c€^  Efhod^ .  Inmge  and  Terafhim,  Vihcn  all.is  come 
to  this  confulion,  then  comes  the  ticnc  that  thej  {ball  ntmrne  dnd 
fecks  ^^^  J^^^^  ^^y  ^^3  ^^  ^  ^'^^  *^'*^  King. 

When  Gods  time  is  come  to  raife  the  molt  glorious  Ckareh 
that  ever  was  m  the  world,  a  little  before  that,  there  i?  like  to  be 
the  greateft  confirfion  that  ever  was  in  the  world.  Lal^aMtiw  (I 
have  made  ufe  of  before  in  fpeakingof  the  fir  ft  Chapter,  ^r^^ir 
Jhallte  the  day  ofle^cel)  tcls  US ,  that  jaft  before  the  gloricHis 
Church  (he  fpeakes  of  it  at  large,  in  lit*!.,  cap.  1 5 .  24,  and  28.) 
all  right  ihall  be  confounded ,  Lawes  fnall  perilh ,  men  ftiaU 
poflelfe  all  things  by  force,  good  men  (hall  be  fcornedand  con- 
temned; and  though  thefe  times,  faith  he,  wherein  we  live  be 
naught,  fo  that  one  would  thinke  that  wickednefle  wae  growne 
up  to  the  h(  ight,  yet  in  Comparifon  of  thpfc  cvill  dayes  that  iball 
be  a  little  bctorc  thii  glorious  time,  thefe^daycs  may  be  called  the 
golden  Age.  God  will  bring  sdl  into  a  Chaos  firft ,  as  lie  did  in 
the  firft  Crrat  ion ,  and  then  bring  a  glorious  building  out  ol-  that 
Chaos.  We  know  the  raifing  of  that  glorious  Church  that  is 
To  much  prophcfied  of,  is  called  a  creation*  a  creating  a  new  hea- 
ven  and  a  new  earth ;  and  it  is  probable  enough ,  that  as  the  hea«- 
vens  and  the  earth  were  firft  made  out  of  a  Chaos,  fo  t hofe  new 
heavens  and  new  earth  that  God  is  about  to  make  will  be  raifed 
out  of  a  ChaoF,  out  of  th?.t  which  feeincth  to  us  to  be  but  confu- 
fion.  What  doe  people  cry  OHtofat  this  day  but  of  confufion? 
all  things  they  fay  are  brought  into  confufion  :  It  is  true,  confufi- 
on is  an  evilltlung,^and  we  are  to  grieve  for  it,  audtofeeke  to 
prevent  it ,  yet  let  us  not  be  too  much  troubled,  for  you  fee  when 
t  he  greateft  co;jfuCon  comes  upon  the  people  of  the  Jews,  then' 
followes  the  greateft  mercy,  then  thejjhai  returne  andfeeke  the 
Lordtheir  Ged]  neter  returne  before  that  time.  Indeed  till  men 
be  takcnoffftomril,  they  will  not  retnrnctoGod,  if  they  have 
any  thing  to  gbe  unto ,  they  will  never  rct^irne  to  God.  When 
Saul  had  bat  a  Witch  to  goe  to,  he  would  rather  goe  to  her  then 
feeke  the  face  of  God  in  a  way  of  repentance.  Let  not  this  be  our 
vvaybecaufeGodfeemestoleavcttS  forthepreient,  and  letteth 
usbein  aconfufioB,  and  we  know  not  what  to  doe,  let  not 
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ourheartslretmnd V6X,  letus  not^  to  unlAwfiiU  meaos;  For 
mtrkciit  wa6  juft  a  littlt  before  Smt  wis  t»  be  deftrbyed  tli^t  he 
wasgi:owea  to  that  height  of  evil.  There  wts  a  time  that  Ss$U 
did  enquire  after  Gods  mindci  and  God  refufedtoaiifwerliim, 
but  yet  he  would  not  take  fuch  an  unlawfiill  ceurfe  then^  but  ho 
iearchodto  fee  what  firnie  was  tmoi^ft  the  people  chat  caufed 
God  to  rcfufe  to  givehim  an  anfwer ,  (o  yon  have  it  in  the  cafe  of 
l0fiMthaH^i  AS'4ii».if,33«wbenfaetookthc  honey,  he  en^uiredof 
G^i^and  G9dai^weredfi0t/mdSM$Ufdid/rMmneer€Mndfti  whire^ 
inthitfinne  hatk  ^^#if  lifriir^jr.Bttt  afterward  ht  grew  toa  greater 
height  of  eviU,  whenkewainaftrait,  andGodanfweredhim 
not,  prefently  he  goeth  to  the  witch:  b^titwaswhctlhe  was 
ncaredeftniftion. 

The  note  from  thence  is ,  Wicked  men  neere  deftruftion 
[as  SMMi  was  )  finding  things  in  a  confufion  >  and  God 
lot  (hewing  them  what  is  to  be  done,  prefently  are  in  a 
Mge  againft  God ,  then  they  fret ,  arid  fecke  after  unlawful! 
neansto  help  them.  The  Lord  forbid  that  this  fhoold  be  our 
xinditioA.  Let  not  ns  fay,  things  are  now  in  futh  a  confufion 
hat  we  koo w  not  how  to  i^nde  out  th^  minde  of  God>  we  con^^- 
iilt  with  Minifters  and  they  know  riot  what  to  f«y,  the^  have 
aft  out  fuch  a  gpvemement,and  they  know  not  what  to  bnng  in^ 
ml  therefore  it  were  better  we  were  as  before.  If  this  (hould 
e  our  reafoningy  it  is  a  (igne  we  are  like  Sm^l  nigh  tode- 
rudion.  Let  us  be  content  to  wayte,  they  fliall  be  mstfy  d^jes 
ithMt  4  King ,  &c.  and  thtn  fkfj  Jtsireturne ;  this  (hall  be 
le  fruitcofbein|  without  King,  and  Prince^  andEphod,  and 
xcrificc,iiot  vexing  and  raging^but  returning  toGod  and  repent- 
ig.  If  things  be  worfe,  and  we  be  brought  into  greater  ftraits 
len  ever  we  thought  of,  let  us  not  murmur,  but  let  us  repent, 
very  one  is  complainii^rbut  who  is  repenting?  if  there  were  as 
uch  repentineas  there  is  mormoring^  th^  we  (hotdd  foon 
lowtfce  mincie  of  God. 

Then  phej  ftM  retmrn. 
Here  is  the  ittfe  of  fanftified  afHiAion  Jt  is  to^caufe  returning  to 
od.  Ier$m0  expre({es  the  life  of  an  impenitent  Tiniicr  by  a 
le  ilxetchei  out,he  goes  faith  he  from  the  center  in  a  rkht  line, 
d  fo  goes  in  infiHitf/m  from  it,  but  t  penitent  fmncr  is  luce  a  line 
'  ___  Zzzz  bent. 
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bentytnd  turningbackto  thccentcr,thoaghby  (iniie  he  goes  from 
it,  yet  by  repentance  he  turnes  to  it  again,  tbey  are  gone  from 
me  a  great  way  faich  God,but  I  will  give  them  a  turne»they  fhall 
l)end.back  again  ancTreturne  to  me. 

Repentance  is  fet  out  by  this  word|  to  note  thefbUy  of  finne. 
Infinnetbougoeftoutofthe  way,  and  the  truth  is  though  you 
think  you  choofe  a  good  way  for  your  feU,  jwet  you  muft  either 
come  back  again  or  perilli .  It  is  /aft  like  a  man  travelling  in  a 
rode,  and  he  lees  a  dirty  lane  before  him,  which  he  is  told  is  the 
way,  be  muft  go  t here>  but  on  the  other  (ide  of  the  hedge  he  feeth 
a  green  and  plcafant  way,  and  he  gets  over  into  that  way,  and  fo 
perhaps  rides  on  a  mile  or  two,  at  length  he  is  compaft  about 
with  ditches  and  ri  vers,ro  thaf  lie  muft  either  retume  back  or  elfe 
lie  there  and  ftarve^  he  returnes  back  with  iliame,  and  it  any  one 
that  before  told  him  of  the  other  way  fee  him,  he  tds  him  now  oi 
his  folly,  I  told  you  that  the  other  was  the  way,  and  that  if  you 
weqt  over  the  hedge  you  muft  come  backe  again :  So  it  is  with 
rmners,there4ire  waye$  of  God  that  go  direftly  to  heaven,but  be- 
caufe  thofe  wayes  are  rugged,and  they  meet  with  trouble  and  per* 
fecution  in  tbem,and  they  lee  by-way  es  that  leade  to  hell  that  are 
more  plaine  and  fmootb,they  get  over,  they  will  tranlgrcffe,' (for 
that  is  the  word  for  finne)  they  are  got  over,  now  they  are  merry 
and  (riske  up  and  down  tor  a  while  in  this  fine  way ;  but  friend 
you  IT  aft  come  back  agaio^  and  if  ever  you  mean  to  be  faved ,  you 
mnft  go  in  the  way  that  you  have  refuied. 
^MXXii^iXhcjJhattrctnrne  andfeek,^  the  Lor  J  their  Ged* 
Here  is  an  incouragement  for  old  finncrs.  The  Jews  have 
been  above  1 600  y eers  in  this  wofiiU  condition,  foriaking  God, 
but  in  their  latter  dayes they  (hall  retume  and  fceke  the  Lord,and 
God  (hall  be  m^rcifullto  them.  Haft  thou  been  forty  jfifty,fixty 
yeers  going  from  God  ?  there  is  hope  for  thy  foul,ohreturne»  re- 
tume yon  old  finners. 

But  further,they  ftiall  returne  to  lehovahfind  (eek  him.  ler.  4. 
1 .  Jf  than  mix  retHm€  O  Ifrael^  faith  the  Lord^  retume  trnto  tme. 
They  (hall»not  retume  from  one  falfe  way  of  worftiip  to  another, 
but  from  the  falfe  way  to  the  true,they  fhall  returne  to  God.  It 
is  that  we  had  now  need  to  look  unto.  We  muft  not  think  it  e- 
noc^h 
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nonghto  caft  one  falfe  wty  of  governement  out  of  the  Charch» 
and  turnc  to  another,though  not  fo  ilLyet  not  Gods,  if  out  of  any 

politique  pretence  we  re jeft  the  way  of  God  it  w^ill  prove  a  fore 
I'viluntou'-,  it  is  one  thing  not  to  be  able  to  bring  in  the  way  of 
Chrift,and  another  t6  rej  cd  it. 

They  JhaB/eekeleh0vah,  not  their  Idols,  but  God  himfelfe. 
The  word  fignifies  ^^natn  ac  ftuiio  qudtrere  ^  to  feek  with 
endeavouring,  with  ftudy  rather  then  mecrly  to  ask  and  enquire, 
thty  (hall  be  ftudious  in  asking  after  God.  Thcj  Jbail  feck,  the 
Z^r^jthat  is, 

F  irft,  They  (hall  feek  his  face  and  favour  for  the  pardon  of  all 
their  evil  waycs,  they  (hall  come  and  acknowledge  their  falfe 
wayes  and  their  doir^s  which  have  notbeen  good,and  feek  intr- 
cy  for  par  don. 

Scc(iudly,they  fiaHfeeke  the  Lerd,tliztisyth€y  (hall  feek  the  true 
wo  fhip  of  the  Lord*  Calvin  in  a  Sermon  upon  that  placo  Seel^ 
j^myface^inZirprcts  it  to  be  feeking  the  ordinances  of  (iod,  the 
true  Worftiip  of  God,  fo  Pfal.  105. 4.  See^e  the  Lord  and  kis 
ftrengthy  what  is  meant  hythe  firength  of  God  there  ?  It  is  the 
Atke,  for  that  P<alnie  was  made  at  the  bringing  in  oi  the  Arke 
into  the  place  that  Da^^idh^d  prepared,  as  you  may  fee  by  com- 
paring that  Pfal.  with  tht  x  Chron.  i6.  the  Arkc  of  God  iscuU 
led  the  ftrength  ef  Gcd,  Pfal.ji.6i.  He  gave  hie  firength  into 
captivity .  Surely  if  the  true  wor(hip  of  God  be  the  (Irength  of 
God,  it  IS  our  ftrengthtoo,a  people  are  then  ftrong  when  they 
?ntertaine  the  Arkc  of  God,  the  true  worCbip  of  God,  and  then 
indeed  we  feek  God  aright  when  we  feek  to  know  thewayoi 
fiisworfhip.  .  "  • 

Laftly ,  They /hall feekjbe  i>ri,that  is,  they  (hall  f^k  to  know 
lis  w  ill  in  all  their  way  es,and  to  do  it. 

It  IS  not  enoughfor  them  to  be  content  to  do  jud  that  which 
hall  be  put  upon  them ,  but  they  (hall  feek  to  know  what 
us  minde  and  his  w6r(hip  is.  Some  yeeld  thus  farre  to 
jod,  if  any  come  to  them  and  convince  them  that  this  is  to 
»erdonc*,  then  they  will  do  it,  they  dare  not  then  but  yeeld  to  ir ; 
IK  when  the  heart  is  in  a  true  repenting  frame,it  isthen  in  a  feek- 
ig  frame,  itis  labori  ms  andinduftrioustoknowthe  mind  of 
>od.     Whereas  the  heart  c^a  (inner  heretoforelay  dead  and  dull, 
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Clttp.  3 .  oevcf  ft kred  after  Qoi^  now  it  i$  in  t  ftirriM^  in  xn  enqoanob 
in  a  fccking  way^  t)i»  is  a  fignc  of  aiach  good :  though  thoa^Ail 
not  what  thou  icckeft  for,  yet  be  comfoffted  in  this  that  thoo  m 
in  a  fecking  way ,  Their  hiaru  JhdM  rej^jct  $bsi  ftekf  the  L^ri. 
If  thou  bccll  fccking  God  in  his  waycs,thoyghthoa  compUinci^ 
I  hivcbccnc  fccking  along  time »  but  I  knosw  not  the  mukkof 
God>  I  cannot  apprehend  the  lovetf  God »  the  pardon  of  my 
fins,  y  ea^but  the  hearts  of  thok  flaaU  re/oyce  that  fceke  the  Lor^ 
if  thoubeeft  in  a  fceking  way  thou  art  in  a  fiivii^  way  >  there  is 
caufe  thou  Ihouldeft  rcj oy ce  in  this,  that  God  hath  brou^  thee 
intofuchaway. 

Thejf  fijM  fuks  the  L^ri ,  and  that  net  faintly  but  to'pur* 
po£r,  anxioufly.  if r.  50.4,5.  Tbtf  ( the  children  of  Ifrael . 
and  the  children  of  Judah ,  when  they  fhall  be  both  t^ 
sether)  JbdUg^AifiHifiMg^MmLfi^l^thel^itlHir  GtAy  amlthcj 
fiMll  asks  the  wMJt^  Sim  with  thmr  facet  thitherwrnreL  JAuSf  of 
you  cometo  asKequeftions,  but  yoiur  hearts  are  not  t^ht>  jmir 
uices  and  the  ftttngth  of  your  (pirits  are  net  fitttoyceldt^cAr 
will  of  God  wheo  it  is  reveided  to  yon.  And  eiaEkc  how  it  ap>* 
ptares  that  their  faces  are  thitherward,  C^me  (fty  the^yirr  m 
jejne.onr  felves  Uphe  Lerd  ma  pejffetMadt  Cwtmmt that  JbsUlmei 
^r/#r£0r^j».TbisfStofedteGod,  it  is  not  roecrdytogpetara 
Miomer  and  askehim  acpieftion^  but  it  isto^oe  widi  our  facca^ 
with  the  fttength  of  our  fpint&^t  to  kadw  the  mindc  of  God 
above  any  thing  in  the  world ,  and  fb  to  refdbve  to  obty  wkit 
{haUbererealedtobeGods  mkide,  at  to  be  milling  to  enter 
irlo  a  perpetuall  Covenant  ^  to  binde  our  fdves  to  yaeldto 
whatfoever  God  (hall  reveale.  When  jron  come  toaScrmoo, 
you  muft  not  coae  to  get  a  Ettlc  notumaU  knowleder^  but 
come  with  your  faces  towards  Chrift  andhiatcath,  bmnjM 
come  you  fiiould^get  alone  (if  you  be  attueftiker)  aixl  enter 
into  Covenant  wirhGod^  that  whatfoever  God  cev>eaietli  torbe 
hismicide  you  willyeeld'to  it  aind  obey  it,  though youhairehore^ 
tsoforegoneagainft  oiaay  tmtbstevealedtobethemiade  of  God; 
but  Lord  no  more  no  w,  here  I  amready  and  veiling  toaster  into 
an  everlafting  covenant  to  betmder  thettommand  of  every  tcurii. 
Here  is  the  right  fceking  of  God. 
Thej  fbaUJeeks.  thf  Lwd  their  G^ ;  llhm  God]  Thi5 
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iMth  two  reterencfSjCither  to  what  is  paft»or  to  what  is  tQ  come. 
Towhatispiftjr^^^(j»^thttit«  the  God  who  was  once  the 
God  of  the  Jews,  the  God  of  their  forefathers,  the  God  of  Abr^^ 
ham^  of  IfMA€  and  oildcgk.  And  fecondly,  their  G^y  that  is,  that 
Gcd  that  is  yet  ready  and  willing  to  be  reconciled  to  them,  n«t* 
withftandingall  their  finnes.  Thus  they  Aiall  fceke  th«  Lord 
their  Gpd.  Thefe  two  refercncce  afford  two  eyccUent  Ob- 
fervatioDS. 

Firft,  this  prevailes  much  with  the  heart  of  an  Apofl:ate,when 
hecanbutthinke  what  God  was  once  unto  him  before  he  did 
apoftatize,  and  what  hee  was  unt^his  godly  parents  and  pre- 
deceflbrs.  There  wai  a  time  that  I  enjoyed  God  fwettlyj  when 
I  went  to  prayer  I  had  bleflcrf  commnnion  with  him,  it  is  other- 
wife  with  me  ROW,  I  hare  apoftatizcd.  Let  this  confideration 
catch  hold  upon  thy  heart  and  turne  it.thi^d«y;  Obturne,turli 
thou  apoftate  foule ,  God  who  was  once  thy  God  in  a  gracious 
OMuner  is  that  God  thaa  thou  had  vilely  For&ken^  yea  thy 
Others  Godi  aUb.  Thou  ha3ft  a  godly  father,  a  godly  grand* 
father,  Kmembcr  what  a  blefled  God  he  was  unta  theai,  and 
«tam- 

Secondly,  their  G§iy  that  God  that  yet  they  may^havc  hope  to 
sn/oy,  notwitbftanding  ftll  their  departings  from  him. 
Hence  the  note  is  this,  ^The  apprehennon  of  a  poflibility 
:o  obtaine  mercy  from  the  Lord ,  is  a  ftrongmeans  to  draw 
^be.  heart  to  returne  to  him  ;  Yvhen  tley  looke  upon  God 
IS  a  God  in  covenant  with  them  yet,  and  there  is  nothing 
o  the  contrary  bat  hee  may  be  their  Gcd.  Let  this  be  an 
irgument  to  catch  hold  upon  the  fpirits  of  all  finners  who 
yfte  departed  from  God ,  thou  haft  departed  from  God  in  a 
bule  and  vile  manner,  but  pen  and  Angels  know  nothing  to 
he  oontmiy  but  that  he  may  be  thy  Cod  for  dl  this.  Let  mee 
peoke  to  the  rilcft  iinnerthat  is  in  this  place  beboethe  Lord 
his  day ,  thou  haft  indeed  mefl  defpcrately  and  wickedly  finned 
gainft  God,the  Jews  h«ve  done  fo ;  Haft  thou  crucified  Chrift? 
?ey  hvK  done  ib ;  baft  thoU'  denied  the  truth  and  followed 
lUe  waics  ?  they  h»v«  done  fb ;  Notwithftanding  dl  tby  wic* 
ed  ancf  evil  wayes,  feeing  thou  art  yet-alive,  I  doth»&day  ytt 
noe  moiv  pronounce  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  great  God,  «that 
Zzzz  3 there 
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there  is  nothing  to  the  contrary  that  cither  Aigrlsormcncan 
poflibly  know,  but  that  God  may  be  thy  God,  and  that  this  dty 
God  m»y  enter  into  covenant  with  thce,and  thou  with  hiai,thi« 
.nighthe  may  come  in  and  fup  with  thee,  ^and  thou  with  him, 
there  may  be  a  blcfled  reconciliation  between  Cod  and  thee,  rc- 
ture,  return  thou  finfull  foul. 


(1 


^m 


T'he  Third  LeBure^. 


Ho  S  1  A   3.  5. 

—  AndDavid  their  King,  andjballfe^irc  thiLfrdand  his  g99i^ 

nejfe  in  thr  Utter  dajes. 

I  I  Hat  the  Jews  fliall  rcturne  and  belecve  in  Chrift, 

f  is  mod  ordinary  and  famous  both  in  the  words 
»,  and  heart s' of  thofe  that  are  faithfully  fayes^nr*- 
^  guftinc. 

^     In  this  their  returne  andfeeking  God,  they  QiaU 
fee^  David  their  King. 
Fortheop€ningthis,there  are  thcle  five  things  to  be  enquired 
into. 

1.  Who  this  D4t/iWwa?- 

2.  Why  David  is  rather  named  then  any  other. 

3 .  Why  he  is  mentioned  in  this  place. 

4.  Why  joyned  viithfeeking  of  Jehovah* 

5 .  Why  this  Epithet  is  added  to  David  here,  David  their 
King. 

For  the  hrft  ,  By  David  clearly  is  meant  Jesus 
Christ.  Nothing  is  more  manifeft  then  that  Chrift  is 
meant  by  the  name  ofDavid^  faycs  Augnftine.  The  Scripture 
isclcareinthis,  it  isufuall  in  the  Gofpcl  to  call  Chrift  by  the 
n^mtoiDavid.  Compare -E/ii^ 5 5 .  3.  with  AEt.  13.  34.  Efaj 
55.7  will  give  jon  the  fare  mercies  of  Da/vid ;  what  arc  thafc  ? 
y^ff.13.  that  place  in  Ijaiah  is  quoted,  and  there  the  word  is 
SanEla  Davidts^the  holy  things  of  Davidi  the  holyGhoft  there 
-  going 
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going  tccording  to  the  Tranflation  of  the  Seftmigint,  u  it  is  ufu- 
allintheNew  Tefttment.  Andthat Py^/.  itf.9,10.  where Z>4- 
vfWiecmcstofpcakinhisowne  pcrfon,  Thoumhn0t  ledve  my 
foule  in  grave^  nnrfuffer  thy  holy  One  t^  fee corrufMn  :  t his  is  in- 
terprtteclofCAri/?,y^f?.i3.36,  37.  And  AH.i^.  16.  In  the 
Affcmbl)  the  Church  of  Jcriilalem,  together  with  mcflfengcrsof 
thcGhurchofAntioch,  7i«i»«makesa  fpeech  to  the  AfTcmbly, 
and  ttlls  them  of  a  prophecy  thut  God  would  raife  the  tabernacle 
ofDdvidythsLt  is. convert  the  Gentiles  to  the  profcffion  of  Chrift. 
But  you  will  fay  how  is  this  quoted  rights  tor  that  was  lame}  his 
intention  in  theA(rembly(and  it  concv?rnsthofe  whoareoffucha 
grave Aflembly  as  that  was,  to  fpeak  what  they  fpeak  to  purpofc) 
But  how  doth  James  here  fpeake  to  the  purpofe  ?  for  the  point 
he  was  to  fpeake  to,  was  that  the  Gentiles  were  to  be  called,  and 
he  proveth  it  by  that  Scripture  where  it  is  faid  that  God  would 
raife  the  Tabernacle  9f  David,  how  doth  that  prove  that  God 
would  call  theGentiles?  You  may  fee  if  you  look  into  the  pro- 
phecy whence  this  was  quoted,  that  this  text  ^  was  right  to  the 
purpofc ;  the  prophecy  is  Amos  p.  1 1 . 1 2.  there  it  goeth  thus,  af- 
ter he  had  (aid  that  he  would  raife  the  tabernacle  ef  David^  it  fe\r 
\ovJ^th,tbat  thy  may  foffeffe  the  remnant  ef  Edom,  and  of  aS  the 
heathenwhich  are  caked  by  my  Name:  So  that  the  tab.rnacle  of 
Z)^t^«/irideed  is  theTabtrrnacle  of  Chrift,and  it  fhall  be*  raifed  to 
this  end  that  he  may  poflcfle  t  he  remnant  of  £*fciw,  and  all  the 
Gentiles  that  were  tobecalledbythenameof  God.  Davidx% 
Chrift  becaufe  he  was  his  type,  and  Chrift  was  the  feed  of 
Davids 

The  fccond  QiTeftion,but  why  is  David  named  rather  then  any 
other,  rather  then  ^^r4A4/w,  Ifaac^  or  Jacob?  othtrs  were 
tyjjes  of  Chrift  as  well  as  he  and  Chrift  was,  their  feed  as  ,wcll 
as  Davids. 

Thereafonis,  becaufe  D^v/^ typified  C/^rij?  efprcially  in  his 
Kingly  power  over  his  own  people,  David  vrzs  the  fit  ft  godly 
King  that  ever  Was  over  Gods  own  people ;  Melchifedech  was  a 
Kii^g,Kin2t  of  Salem,  but  over  the  people  ofGod  David  was  the 
fiift^typeJfC'Tift.  »  . 

Tiiirdly ,  Why  doth  the  holy  Ghoft  adde  this  tofeekingthe 
Lordy  that  they  QMllfeei^  David  f  Why  was  it  not  as  full 
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f  th€  holy  GJioa  M  rti4,  Wiien  Ifracl .  chefe  ten  Tribes 
^for  he  fpeakes  oF  rbcoi  cfpcciiUy)  when  they  &aU  rerurnc 
hey  (hall  y^ril^  r^  Z^<i,  jand  the  Mefliah  ,  but  that  they  {hall 
>r^rA^  L^rdawlDavidfTbc  rtaibn  is,  th^  cxprcflion  is  brought 
:o  this  end,  to  put  thcfe  Tribes  in  mind  of  that  great  finneot 
theirs,  in  their  defeftion  from  the  houfe  of  David ,  there  vva\an 
ntimation  in  this  expreflion  of  that  defedlion  they  had  made 
TomDavidy  when  they  ftiall  repent  this  will  lie  neere their 
ici^rts,  they  will  mourne  for  this  thdriinne ,  wlien  they  cfaoofe 
thrift  to  be  their  King,  they  (hall  do  it  under  the  name  ofDdvidi 
\.s  if  they  (hould  fay,  we  indeed  have  cad  offthe  houfe  9f.  David 
iirfully,  but  wc  now  cooneand  chpofe  the  Son  of  David  to  be 
nxc  Kin^*  Thereby  putting  us  in  minde  of  this  note  of  inftru- 
ilion. 

True  penitents  in  mouminp  for  their  finne  and  returning  to 
^d,willgoetotherooteoftheirfinneas  much  as  they  can,  to 
heir  firft  dcfedion  and  mourne  for  that^  andlabour  what  lies  in 
hem  to  refdrme  in  that  very  thing  wherein  the  root  and  begin* 
iin:^of  their  (inlay* 

The  fourth  is,  whjfitkf^g  the  Mtfftah  (under  what  name  fo- 
ver  (is  here  j  oyned  to feekff^g  the  Lerd ,  the  very  marrow  of  all 
he  Gofpel  is  in  tbefe  words,  they  IhaUfeekf  lehrvab^  4md  David 
heir  King.  It  is  added  for  this  end^  to  (hew  us,  that  none  can 
ic'<e  God  rightly  bat  through  Cfarift,  they  muft  feeke  God  in 
i^hrift;  Thuie  eter Hat  life  te  knew  thee  aid  thj  Son  ^  to  know 
x)d  alone  is  not  eternall  life,  but  to  know  God  and  his  Son;  {o  to 
ceke  God  alone  is  not  eternall  life,  nor  will  it  ever  bring  to  e- 
ernall  life,  except  there  be  a  feeking  of  God  in  Chrift ,  feeking 
[ehovah  and  David^  putting  them  together.  Grace  from  God 
he  Father,  and  from  J  efus  Chr^,  thole  muftgoe  together,  no 
^race  from  God  the  Father,  but  from  him  thorough  Chri(l;(o  no 
eeking  oFGod  the  Father,  J  ehovah,  but  it  muft  be  with  feeking 
>t  D/it^iWlikewifc :  it  is  not  onely  dai^erouy^  l^t  it  is  a  horrible 
hing  to  thinkeof  God  Without  Chrift;  the  very  thought  of  Cod 
lot  through  Chrift  is  a  OK^  dreadhill  thing  to  the  heart  of  any 
^hoknorv^sCod.  Indeed  there  are  a  company  who  have  bold 
)refumptuous  hearts,  who  will  goc  into  Gods  prefence  though 
eeking  in  the  very  guilt  of  their  (inne  lately  commicted^and  feeke 
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to  God  for  mercy  y  tnd  never  thinke  of  Chrift  the  Mediator; 

they  underftand  not  the  neccflity  of  fecking  God  in  Chrift, 

becaufc  indeed  they  know  not  with  what  a  God  it  is' they 

have  to  deale  ;  but  that  foule  that  knowi  what  God  is, 

dares  not  thinke  of  God  9  much  leiTe  come  iato  his  'prefence 

and  feeke  him  but  enely  through  Chrift.  It  was  wont  to  be 

the  way  fas  Pluturch  in  the  life  oiThemjfiocUs  reports  )  of  fome 

of  the  Heathens,  the  Molofltans,  when  they  would  feeke  the  fa* 

vour  pfthe  Prince,  they  tooke  up  the  Kingsfonne  in  their  armes, 

and  fo  went  and  koeelod  before  his  Altar  in  hisChappell;  fo 

Thtmjfioclei  did  when  he  fought  the  favour  of  King  AJime^ 

tm.    It  (hould  be  the  way  of  Chriftians  in  fceking  the  face  of 

God  the  great  King  ,  to  take  up  his  Sonne  in  the  armes  of 

faith-  A  notable  fpeech  Luther  hath  upon  P/i/.  130.  Often 

and  willingly,  faith  he,  doc  I  inculcate  this,  that  you  {hould  (hut 

your  eyes  and' your  eares,  and  fay  you  know  no  God  out  of 

Chrift,  none  but  he  that  was  in  the  lap  of  Marjy  and  fucked  her 

breafts;  he  meanes  none  out  of  him.  We  muft  not,  we  (hould  not 

dare  to  loekeupoii  God  but  through  Chrift,  and  feeke  him  toge* 

thcrwithP^W. 

This  is  the  Evangelicall  way  of  feeking  Giod ;  when  we  have 
(inned,  iftherebeeanyway  ofhelp,  itmuft  be  by  feeking  this 
incrdfuUGod;thusfarrenaturegoes,and  moft  people  goeno 
further,  yea  moft  Chriftians ,  though  they  ha vg  the  name  of 
Chrift  in  their  mouths,  yet  the  workc  of  their  hearts  is  no  far- 
ther then  natarall  principles  carry  them  on.  But  the  feeking 
God  in  Chrift,  is.the  true  fapernaturall  way  ,.the  Evangelicall 
way,  that  is  the  my  ftery  6f  godlinefle,  to  tender  up  a  Mediator  to 
God  every  time  we  come  into  his  prcfcnce.  I  feare  that  ma- 
ny of  our  prayers  are  loft  for  want  of  this.  There  is  much 
fafting  and  prayer  thorough  Gods  mercy  amongft  us  ,  and  I 
would  to  God  there  were  no  abating  that  way ;  but  though  wee 
thinke,  will  God  leave  his  people  when  there  is  fucha  ^iritof 
prayer  ?  If  it  be  not  a  ftekmg  God  in  his  Son ,  know  it  is  our 
ownefpiritsratherthen  the  Spirit  of  God.  We  may  be  earneft 
i.  prayer  and  cry  mightily  to  God,  yet  if  we  take  not  up  his 
Sonne  in  thei  aroicS  of  faith,  and  tender  him  to  the  Father, 
thoufands  of  prayers  and  fafiing  dayes  maybeallloftfor  want 
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of  this.  The  truth  is,  we  muft  ni»t  depend  fe  much  uponour 
prayers,  though  we  are  to  rejoyce  ard  to  bleffe  God  that  there  is 
fo  nittch  prayer ;  but  Gods  wayts  towards  us  feeme  as  if  he 
would  take  u»  off  from  meanes,  and  make  ui  lookeuptofree 
grace,  not  take  us^oiFfrom  thepradlife  oFany »  but  from  relying 
upon  any  ^  onely  to  rely  upon  tree  ^race  in  Cbrift.  As  this  is  the 
fCipernaturall  feeking  God,  fo  it  is  the  oioft  powerful!  way  of 
feeking  him.  It  is  not  enoogh  to  feeke  God  by  verfuc  of  a  pro* 
mife,  except  we  feeke  him  by  rertucof  Chrift,  who  is  the  fbun-* 
d  at  ion  af  all  the  promifcs.  We  feeke  him  becauie  he  is  mercifuU, 
t^'j^ii^  one  way ;  yea^  wee  feeke  him  becaufe  he  hath  promifed 
?r  ^'  cy,  this  is  a  higher  d^ee;  but  we  muft  goe  higher  yet,  we 
miidlooke  to  his  Sonne ,  in  whom  all  the  promifcs  are  Yea  and 
A  lien  J  otherwifc,  though  we  fcek  him  never  fo  eamtftly,though 
we  challeil^e  his  promifeS)  and  cry  to  him  to  remember  his  pro* 
iv .  1  es,  yet  it  we  doe  not  aft  our  faith  upon  his  Soni  we  may  mifle 
In  all. 

And  herein  wefanftifie  that  great  Name  of  God  in  that  which 
IS  the  great  workeof  his,  his  ihafter-pitce  as  we  may  (ay,  or  the 
great  defi^ne  he  hath  to  honour  himfelfe  in  the  world  here,  and 
everlaftingly  hereafter.  Certainly,  though  God  hath  made  the 
creature  for  his  o  wne  glory,  und  expefts  we  fbould  honour  him 
in  beholding  him  m  the  creature,  yet  the  great  dciigne  Godhath 
to  honour  himfclfe  in  and  by,  is  in  that  glory  of  his  that  is  mani- 
fcftcd  in  his  Son,  to  have  the  children  ot  men  behold  this  his  glo- 
ry, and  refledituponhis  owneface ;  except  you  give  God  his 
glory  in  this,  he  cares  not  much  for  whatfover  glory  you  can 
give  him  otherWife. 

-  You  muft  nft  therefore  expeft  when  you  feekcGod,  that  you 
mi^  haye  good  things  from  him  meerly  becaufe  he  is  mtrciruU, 
you  muft  hot  think  that  the  mercy  ot  God  ferveth  to  eikc  out  our 
nghtcou^ntfle.  Perhaps  (bmewill  fey,  it  is  true,  we  are  poore 
fir.full  creatures,  a:;d  what  can  we  expeft from  Godbeingffn* 
fall?tu*  we  hope  that  the  mercy  of  God  will  pa:donour(in>  and 
fo  vv»lKcctptofthc  poore  fervices  that  we  performe;  This  is 
f  he  way  that  inoft  goe;  they  doe  as  it  were  im^  lay  Gods  uiercy 
u)  (iicha  worke  that  Ood  ncv^r  intended  X  for,  that  is^  th.y 
v\  ouii  make  the  mercy  of  God  to  eikc  out  their  o  wne  rightcout-* 
■ ^ i^efl^. 
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ncfle,  and  £>  both  put  tc^ethcr they  thinke  tbw  will  ferve  to  be  a ' 
mcanea  of  atonenent :  No,  you  miftake  Goes  mercy  i  the  work 
of  Sods  mtrcy  is  not  this,  but  it  ia  to  (hew  us  our  unrighte* 
ooihdie,  our  tnifery  ,  our  undeannefle  ,  to  (hew  us  Jcfns 
Ckrift,  to  draw  our  hearts  to  {slm^  to  cmptie  us  of  our 
felveSt  that  wee  may  wholly  relie  upon  that  righteoufneCTe 
thit  is  by  faith  in  him  ,  and  tender  up  that  unto  the  Father 
for  ianftification  and  atonenrent;  that  is.thc  workeof  Gods 
mercy,  when  it  hath  this  workc,  thenit  hath  the  true  genuine 
worxe  indeed. 
The  fifth  is,  why  here  added  King.   True,  wc  muft  fcek^  the 
I  Lwiand  Chrifijooi  why  Chrift  the  Xi>f  f  The  reafon  is,becaufc 
Chriftinthe  latter  dayes  (hall  be  fully  honoured  in  his  Kingly 
power:  they  (hall  looke  upon  him  xiot  onely  as  Prophet  and 
Prieft >  but  as  King.  Hitherto  Chrift  hath  beene  much  honoured 
in  his Propheticsdl and  Prieftly  office,  but  not  (b  much  in  his 
Kii^ly;.  but  in  the  latter  dayes  when  God  fiiall  call  home  his 
people,  (the  Jews)  then  Chrift  ftiall  be  fully  honoured  in  his 
Kingly  oitice.  TheTabcmacle  of  Chrift  was  raifed  inthcPri* 
mitivctimes,accordingtothatfpecch,of  S.7#ifflr#/  we  had  before, 
yilti  15.16.  Gad  fisU  rMprtbc  tt^berna^Uef  David ^  he  pats  it 
as  fulfilled  then;  but  there  is  a  time  when  God  (hall  not  ondy 
raifetbctabernacleoH)4wW,  but  the  throne  of  D^z/iJ;  Ghrift 
the  King  (hall  appeare  in  glory. -E«ri^.  37.34,1 5.  A^dDavidmy 
fervantjhai  be  King  9ver  them  ^  it  was  (poken  upon  the  union 
that  there  (hould  bebetwcenr  Judahand  Ifra^l ,  then  David  my 
firvamtfioMjfr  King  0ver  them.  David  was  dead  a  great  whik 
before,  there  is  a  time  that  David  nraft  againe  be  King ,  that  is> 
Chrift,upon  the  union  of  all  the  Tribes  together ;  And  againe^ 
Davidfiaiibe  Prince  for  ever,  when  they  arc  brought  againe  into 
thtirown  land,  Dawdfljok  be  Prince  ever  rhemfffr  ever^izith  the 
text :  fiirely  this  prophcCe  is  yet  to  be  fulfilled.  And  Lnh  1.32. 
The  Lerdjbai give  him  the  threne  if  hk  father  Dofvid^  andheJfjaU% 
reigne  ever  the  henfeef  loieb  for  ever  ^  and  of  his  Kingdome  there 
Jhaibenoend.  I  know  we  ufually  thinke  that  this  is  moantonly 
of  his  rpiritual  rcigne,  but  there  is  a  miltake  in  it,  certainly  thei  e 
19  to  be  afiilfillingof  this  prophdie  in  a  reigne  that  (hallout ward- 
\y  appeare  before  the  children  of  men  ,  which  will  appcaie 
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more  in  comparing  this  with  other  Scriptures.  RewL  1 1  .i  j  .TAr 
kjnidomj  ^f  this  wsrlddre  tecomt  the  Kingdoms  of  thej^riumi 
pf  his  Chrifi,  ^Msl/o  he  JhuU  r eigne  fer  ever,4ndever^  Why  in 
afpirituall  fcnfc  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world  are.alwayc^  the 
Kingdoi!ns  of  the  Lord  and  of  Chrift,  but  there  is  ipokcn  of  fome 
fatuous  notable  time  when  the  Kingdoms  of  this  world  (hal  ap^ 
peare  to  be  the  Lords  and  his  Chr  ifts^and  then  he  (hall  reigne  for 
ever  and  ever,aft:er  another  manner  then  ix)W  he  doth.  Revel.^. 
21,  Te  him  that  overcommeth  will  1  give  to  fit  with  me  in  my 
throne,  as  1  sitfo  overcame  andsmfetsUvpnef^iih  my  Father  in  his 
throne.  Mark  this  Text,  asoncof  thcmoft  notable  of  any  wee 
have.  That  Kingly  rulethat  Chrift  hath  for  the  prefent,  is  upon 
his  Fathers  irhrone;  be  is  not  yet  upon  his  own  in  comparifon 
of  whathe(haUbe,tbeKingdoine  that  Chrifl;  bath  now  is  the 
joynt  reigne  of  him  with  the  Father ,  but  there  is  a  time  for 
Chrift  to  have  a  Throtiehimfelfe.  ^ 

Now  that  throne  of  Chrift  it  may  be  you  will  think  it  is^in 
heaven  at  the  day  of  judgement  ;but  we  finde  i  Cor.  15.24  that 
at  that  day  he  corns  to  refignc  the  kingdom,  the  words  do  not 
feeme  to  import  as  if  he  ca  iie  to  take  it^but  that  then  he  ioi\\give 
up  the  kingaomeunto  Godthe  -F^rifrrr,  therefore  there  isa.timefor 
Chrift  himfelfe  to  have  a  throne,  with  whom  the  Saiots  (hall 
raigne.  Mattk  21. p.  The  chrildren  cry  ed  om  Hof anna  the  fin 
#/2>4f^bccau(e  they  looked  upon  the/onneof  David\^ovit 
who  was  to  raigne. 

In  thefe  latter  dayes  Chei  st  (haU  breake  the  Kir^  of 
the  earth  whoftandagainft  b\m,as  indeed  many,  yet  aK>ftof  the 
Kings  of  the  earth  have  ever  ftood  out  to  binder  this  kingdom  of 
his.  There  will  be  a  mighty  (haki  ]g  of  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth  when  this  ftiall  be,  Heb.  1 2 .  26.fVhcfe  voyce  thenjhooki  the. 
earthybnt  now  he  hathpromifed/aying^yet  once  more  Jfiake  not  the 
earth  one/y  but  alfo  the  heaven  •  quoted  out  ofHag.2.6,j.ijQd  in 
giving  the  law  fliooke the? earth,  .but  he  will  (hdcethe  earth  and 
the  heavens,  which  fome  interpret  era  expound  thus,not  only  the 
meaner  power  of  pc©ple,but  the  power  of  Ki4igs  and  Emperours 
the  higheft  powers  in  the  world,  wfaatfocver  is  lofty  in  the 
world  ftiall  be  ftiakenwhen  Chrift  corns  to  take  the  kmgdome 
to  fiitufeif,  the  Father  will  fet  him  Kii^  upon  his  holy  hill. 

Though 
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Th§Mgh  the  Kings  pftht  ear $h  Jet  themftlves,  ^nd  the  Rulers  take 
cesmftS  together  againfi  the  Lorddriiidtainfi  his  Anointed^  fy^^gi 
Let  MS  treske  their  ioudsafunJer,  sndcafi  away  their  cerds  from 
Hs  •  he  thatjitteth  in  the  heavens  fiaS  laugh^  the  Lord  [hall  have 
theminderijion,  thenjhallhe  fpeaketothem  inhiswrath^  andvex 
!  thetH  in  his  fore  di^leafurey  Tet  have  1  fet  mj  King  ufon  mj  holy 
hiiofSion^  yet  have  I  done  it,though  the  Kings  ot  the  earth  and 
I  great  ones  of  the  world  frct,and  vex,and  rage^  and  gather  power 
together,  though  they  blafpfaemc  and  fay  he  fliali  not  reigne,  Ae 
Lordfittethin  heaven  and  laughcth at  them,  kt  them  do  what 
they  can,  and  gather  what  ftrength  they  can,  and  oppofe  to  the 
utter moft  they  ctti,jet  ^ilt  Ifet  mj  King  upon  mj  holThiU. 

This  is  acceptable  news,  it  )s  the  joyfull  voy ce  of  the  Gofpell 
to  tellyouof  Chriftscommingtorcigne  in  the  worldjE/ij.j  1.7. 
How  bcautifuB  upon  the  mountaias  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bring- 
eth  good  tidings  f  what  are  thofe  good  tidings  ?  this  tidings," 
that  faith  unto  Zion,  Thy  Godreigneth.  This  indeed  is  t  he  l  ri- 
umph  oftheChurch,  J/a,^^, 22.  The  Lord  is  our  judge ^tbe  Lord 
is  our  law^giver,  the  X^r^ if  wriCiV^ ,  for  then  (hall  the  Chur- 
ches be  delivered  from  the  oppreflion  of  all  Tyrants  in  the 
world. 

..  And  this  kingdomeof  Chrifts  (hall  indeed  bee  like  Bavids 
kingdoire,  Chrifti'hallbe.D^wJtheKing.  I  might  (hewyou 
the  ptrallels  in  naany  things,  but  I  will  onely  parallel  the  king- 
dome  of  ChriflzviA of  Z)^z/w/inthefe two  particulars. 

Firft,  Davidoi  all  the  Princes  that  ever  were  was  oneof  the 
moft  gcntle^hc  was  exceeding/o  ving  and  fwev:t  unto  his  fubj  -dj- 
that  you  (hall  finde  i  Chron.  28.  2.ThenDavidthe  King  flood 
up  upon  his  feet^  and  faid^  hear e  me  my  brethren ^  and  mj  people. 
Markc  how  a  King  fpeaks  fpeaking  to  his  pQoplc,he  flood  ttpon  his 
feety  ^  andfaid^  heare  me  my  brethren,  and  my  people.  Thus  the 
kingdome of  Chrifi  is  fet  out  to  us,  Pfal.  45.4.  In  thy  Afajeflj 
ride  projperoujly  becaufe  of  truth  and  meeknrffe.  Chn ft  fhall  be 
a  flfv>ll:  mccke  King,  he  fnall  not  be  a  bloody  Kin^  to  his  people, 
he  flaall  not  be  a  King  ruling  with  violence  and  harfhnt  fft,  io  as 
nottocareforthtlovcof  hispeople,  his  finger  (hall  not  behca- 
vycr  then  the  loy nes  of  others,  but  he  (hall  rule  his  people  with 
ill  gentlene(rc.    Therefore  the  government  of  Chrift  is  fet  ou- 
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He  ehefe  David  hie  fervdnt^   and  nekg  him  from  the  fieef- 

folds  t  from  following  the  ewes  great  with  yonng^  hi  kreught 
f»>mto  feed  lacok  hie  feople,  and  Ifrael  hie  inheritance.  So  the 
Kingdome  of  Chrift,  Efaj  40.  having  fpoken  wr.p.  of  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  Kingdome,  itfoUoweth,  tie JhaU  feed  his 
fUcl^e  likia  Jhepherd,  he  JhaU  gather  the  lamh  with  hie  arme^ 
andcarrjf  them  in  hie  hfome,  and  JhaM  gently  lead  thoje  that 
are  with  yonng.  When  Chrift  fiiall  raigne,  he  (hall  have  grctt 
rcTpei^  to  the  good  and  comfort  of  lus  pec^le  over  whom 
he  raignetb,  he  (hall  not  raighe  over  them  without  regard 
to  their  liberties,  and  what  may  be  for  the  comfort  of  their 
lives,  the  good  of  his  people^and  his  own  glory  (hall  be  pat  both 
in  one* 

Secondly,  2>^wJ^AwK';/f^,  in  regard  ©ffaithfttlncCfc-  David 
was  exceeding  faithfuU  to  his  peeplej  and  therefore  the  mercies 
of  God  in  Chrift  are  called  the  fare  mercies  ofDavid^  becaufeD^- 
vidwasfotend faithfuU  Before  the  Lord.  Pfal.j^^.J^.  i$  the  Prophe- 
fieofChriftsKiHgdome,t he  Text  faith.  In  thj  majefy  ride  fre^ 
fperoufly^becaufe  of  truth  ^  andmeekneffe,  andrighteoufnejfe  •  there 
(hall  be  righteourne(re  in  the  Kingdome  of  Chrift,  This  is  a 
ble(rcd  thing  when  wee  may  confide  and  fully  venture  oiir 
cftatcs,  our  li^j^ties^a^:^)^^  lives  upon  thepromifet  ofthofe 
who  are  above  us.'  W,ef;know  bow  many  there  are  about 
great  perfonages  to  take  Ibem  o£Ffrom  thofe  things  that  they 
have  promifcd ,  thougji  never  fo  ferioufly ,  and  with  never 
fuch  folemne  proteftsuioiis  to  performe  them.  I  will  give 
you  a  ftory  or  two  remarkable  for  this,  to  (hew  what  danger 
people  have  been  in  when  they  have  confided  upon  the  pro- 
mifes  of  Princes,  when  there  have  been  thofe  about  them  that 
endeavoured  to  take  off  their  hearts  from  performing  what 
they  had  engaged  themfelves  to.  You  Ihall  find  h\  the  life  ot  Ed^ 
i«^4rJthefixth  this  ftory:  The  King  fends  his  Letters  to  Lon- 
don in  the  behalfdoftheDukeofSomcrfet  thcthenProtcdor; 
there  were  divers  of  the  Lords  rofe  up  againft  him,  thinking  he 
didoppreflethepeopk,  and  they  fent  the  fame  time  their  Let- 
ters to  Londonfortheir  aid  and  afliftancc;  hereupon  there  was 
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a  Commoii  CeuDcell  called  in  the  City,  and  imongft  them  there   Led:.}* 
-was  one  that  the  ftorv  faith  was  a  wife  and  an  honeft  man^  one 
George  Sfdil^wey  andhefpeakesthustothGCounccU,  I  remem- 
ber^ faith  he,  a  ftoty  written  in  F^bUns  Chronicle,  ©f  the  wa'nrcs 
between  Hmrj  the  third  and  his  Barons^  at  which  tioie  the 
Bvonsdemandedaideof  the  City  of  London,  as  our  Lords 
doe  now  >  and  that  in  a*  rightfuli  caufc ,  for  the  good  of  the 
CoBimoii<^wealth,  for  the  execution  of  divers  good  lawes  a- 
gainfl:  the  King,  who  would  not  fufFcr  thcfc  la  wcs  to  be  put  in 
execution^andthe  City  did  ayde  them,  and  it  came  unto  an  open 
battell,  and  the  Lords  prevayled  againft  the  King,  and  took  the 
Kingandhiafonneprifoners,  and  upon  certain  conditions  the 
Lords  reftordthcKing  and  hisfon  again  to  their  liberties,amongft 
otker  conditions  this  was  one,  that  the  King  fhoiild  not  onely 
.  grant  his  pardon  to  the  Lords^but  alfo  to  the  Citizens  of  London, 
which  waS'granted,and  the  conditions  of  their  accommodation 
of  peace  were  ratified  by  acfl  of  Parliament ;  but  faith  the  ftory, 
whatfoUowed  of  it?  was  it  forgotten  ?  no  furdy,  nor  forgiven 
neither)during  the  Kings  life,the  liberties  of  the  City  were  taken 
away,ftrangers  were  appointed  to  be  our  head  and  govemours^ 
theCirizens,  thtir  bodies  and  goods  were  given  away,  andfo 
from  one  perfccution  to  another  they  were  moft  rail^rably  af- 
flided.    Again,  tn  the  hiftory  of  Qjeen  Maries  time  we  6nde, 
that  Qneen  Marj^  becaufe  there  was  fome  difpute  about  her 
comming  to  the  Qrowne,  at  that  thne  (he  went  down  into  Suf- 
folke,tothepIace  where  the  Duke  that  then  rofe  up  for  another 
wasmoft  hated,  and  fhe  being  at  FraminghamCaftletheSuf* 
folkemenc^metoher,and  promifcd  their  aide,  upon  condition 
th.».t  (he  wonld  not  attempt  the  alteration  of  R(  ligion,which  her 
brother  Kit;g  Edwarihtiort  had  eftabli(hed ;  (he  promifed  them 
there  Ihould  be  no  innovation  of  Rcligion,noGoclforbid,yea(h€ 
fopr/)nii*ed  that  the  (tory  faith,  no  man  would  or  could  mif- 
doubc  of  the  performance :  But  afterward  when  (he  came  to  get 
the  po^ver  m  her  hand,  the  Suffblkc  men  cameto  make  fupplica- 
tionto  her,  that  (lie  would  be  pleafedtoperformethepromife 
(he  made  them,(he  anfweredthem  thus,  Forafmuch  asyoubeing 
but  membtrs  de(irc  to  rule  your  hcad,you  (hall  one  day  well  per- 
ceive that  members  mull  obey  their  head,  and  not  looktobeare 
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rule  over  the  fapae  j  And  not  ondy  fO|  bat  to  caufe  the  more  ter- 
rour, a  Gentleman  one  Matter  Doh  thatlived  about  Winfor,  who 
did  but  in  an  humble  requeft  ad  vcrtifc  her  of  her  promifc  made  to 
the  Suffolkc  mcn,he  was  three  times  fet,on  the  Pillory,and  others 
for  the  fame  caufe  were  fcnt,  tp  prifon.  We  may  fee  what  hold* 
hath  been  heretofore  in  the  promifes  of  thofe  wh©  had  power  to 
breakcthtm,  you  know  what  temptations  they  have  to  with- 
draw their  hearts  from  what  they  have  ingaged  themfdves  un- 
to. But  when  this  our  Prince  comes,D4t/i3our  King, we  fliall 
finde  the  fure  mercies  of  Z>4v»rf,  we  (hall  findc  nothing  but  faith- 
fuUnefle  in  all  his  dealings. 

And  they  fbdife^t  the  Lord  ^nd  his  g0odnejfe  in  the  Iditer 
dajes. 
Thej  Jb^afeare  the  Lerd,  The  words  are,  tbeyfiai  fe^re  tP  the 
Lerd^f^vebunt  ad  dcminnm.  The  feare  of  God  is  much  upon  the 
heart  ofafinner  in  his  returneto  God.  Such  a  finner  hath  high 
and  honourable  thoughts  of  God,  Thej  JhaUreturne  and  feare  the 
Lcrd.  The  flightncflc,the  vanity  of  his  fpirit^the  boldneife  of  his 
heart,  it  is  taken  off,  and  the  feare  of  God  ruleth  in  iu  The 
Majefty,  the  power,  the  authority^  the  great  G#d  is  ftrong 
uponhfm,when  he  corns  to  wordiip  hi  m,t  he  fear  of  God  makes 
him  to  worfliip  God  as  a  God,  and  in  all>is  converfation  he 
walkesinthefeareof  God,  even  all  the  daylong,  youmayfee 
written  upon  his  life  the  feare  of  thegreat  God.  And  this  not  a 
fervile.flavifli  fear,  but  a  holy,  revcrentiall,  filiall  (czrcJ/aac  had 
fuch  a  feare  of  God  thatGod  hath  his  denomination  from  Jfsacs 
feare,He  is  called  the  feare  •flfaac.  This  is  a  moft  precious  feare, 
others  feare  poverty,  feare  imprifbnment,  feare  dilgrace^  feare 
men,but  faith  a  true  repenting  heart,  I  fcarc  the  Lord ;  tY^^feare 
is  the  well-fpring  of  life  to  him,it  \%  the  very  treafure  of  his  foul, 

1  iliall  fpeake  of  the  feare  of  God  here  onely  as  'it  con- 
cemts  this  place,  the  intent  of-bringing  it  in  here,  that  is  to  fliew 
that  in  the  time  when  this  glorious  Church  (hall  be,  when  God 
(hall  call  home  his  own  people  the  Jews,  and  brin^intheful- 
ncfle  of  the  Gentiles,  then  (hall  the  feare  of  God  mightily  pre- 
yaylc  upon  the  hearts  of  people  laore  then  ever,  and  the  greater 
<  jods  goG^nefle  (hall  be ,  the  more  (hall  the  feare  of  God  be  upon 
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their  hcarts^tliis  wc  (hiU  findc  tltnoft  in  all  the  prophcHcs  of 
the  glorious  condition  of  the  Church  (  which  is  very  re- 
mtrkctble)  there  is  ever  fpcJiking  of  the  f  earc  of  God  that  Should 
be  upon  the  hearts  of  people.  One  would  rather  thinke  there 
fhoiddbefpeakingof  the  joy  tliat  they  ihould  htve,  that  there 
fhould  be  nothing  but  mirth  and  triumph  in  thofe  times ; 
but  the  Scripture  fpetkes  exceeding  nuch  ot  fcare  that  (haU 
be  then^  and  more  then,  then  at  any  other  time.  ^hxxsRevtL 
1 1  •  1 8.  a  moft  famouft  prophefieoi  Chrifts  comming^  and  ta- 
king the  kingdomes  of  the  earth,  and  bringing  his  reward  with 
him,  h0  JhsUl  epime  drnd^ivi  4  reward  f  theff  thd$  faart  him.  And 
ReveL  1 4.7.  1  ffne  m  AngfljUi  in  themidJtft  rfkesven,  having 
•  the  ever  tdfiing  Gejpeltefrtdcbnntethem  that  dmUenthe  earthy 
faying  with  a  letti  veice^tare  Ged  and  give  glerj  te  him^  Marke, 
an  Ansel  wkcn  he  corns  to  preach  the  everUfting  Gcfpel^  how 
doth  ie  preach  it  ?  what,  now  caft  away  feare  and  re  Joyce 
in  this  ererlaftiogGofpeU  No,  preaching  this  eTerlafting  Go- 
fpd,  faith  with  a  loud  voycc,  feare  Gedandgiveglerjte  him. 
So  ReveL  15.3 .4.tbert  is  the  fong  of  the  Saints  when  they  are  de- 
liverd  from  the  power  of  Anticiirift,  what  is  it  ^  be  jocund  and 
jnviaU?  No,  Great  amdwtarvelletti  are  thy  werkes,  Lerd  GedAl^ 
mighty  y  jnfi  and  trme  are  thy  wajes  them  King  ef  Saints y  whejhat 
net  feare  thee,0  Lerd,andgleripe  thy  name  ffer  then  enely  art  he- 
If/er  aUNatiensJbaUceme  andworjbifhefere  thee^  fer  thyjndge^ 
ments  are  made  manifefi.  And  again  Kevel.  ip.  5.  Andaveice 
cmme  ent  eftke  Threnejaying^  Praife  emr  Ged  all  ye  hie  fervants^ 
ami  fe  that  feare  himyhethfmaB  and  great. 

Hut  feare  the  Lerd  now  in  thcTe  times,why  fo  ? 

U  pon  thefe  four  grounds, 

Fuft,  Fetrc  the  Lord  now>becait{eoftheg|lory  of  Chrift  their 
King,  they  (hall  behold  their  Km^  in  that  gfoiy  that  (hall  caufe 
itext.  ReveL  i  p.  1 1.  Chrift  is  defaibed  with  his  eyes  m  flames  ef 
fire,  and  0n  his  head  many  crewnes,  clethedwith  a  veftnre  dipt  in 
hleedy a  twe edged fwerdeut  efhismenth,  andenhiswfimr$anden 
his  thigh  wriiten,  King  ef  Kings,  andj^d  ef  LerdhLjhuS  they 
(hall  behold  C  hrifl.and  theretore  they  (hall  feare.    ^^ 

Secondly,  in  thofe  times  the  feare  of  God  will  muOT|»revaile 
in  the  hearts  of  people,  bccaafe  ot  the  great  wor kes  of  God  that 
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fhiU  be  tkcn^rk  heavens fisM  sUfori  lik£  sfer§U^0md  thteUmems 
melt  mth  fervent  beste.  This  is  meant  of  the  time  wlimtherc 
(MX  be  new  heavens  and  a  ntw  earth,  whicb  rcfcrreth  to  the  pro* 
phdk  ofMfaj^nd  \t  isappfrMtly('«nd  fo  generally  Interpreter 
carry  it)  ioeant*ftlieftaftof  the  Church^tbenthelMTena  (hall 
depart  like  t  fcroU*  Heh.  1 1«  26.  quoted  out  of  Hag.  1.  6. 
The  Leri  Mfbakf  the  earth  vncf.  htt  he  bath  frem^d^  fay 
ingy  Jet  esiee  $msre,  1  Jb^  nettbe  earth  eneij^  istt  aifi  hea>^ 
ven.  There  (haU  be  wondcf  fiiU  works  of  Cod  in  theearth  when 
tho(c  dayes  cone,  th«;^e  theie  SmI^  be  much  ofthe  feare 
pfGod. 

Thirdly,  much  of  the  ftareoFGod  then  >  becaiife  ofthe  holi« 
neflf  ofthe  worihip  of  God  and  of  his  Ordinances,  the  purity  of 
them  (haU  caufefear  i  Did  we  fee  the  Ordinances  in  the  true  and 
native  purity  and  holtneflc  of  them  j  it  would  ftrike  much  feare 
in  ust  Some  have  but  feene  the  executton  of  that  one  Ordinance 
pf  lExcommnoication  in  a  folcmnc  eracioos  way,  and  it  hath 
daunted  their  hearts,  it  hath  (buck  feare  in  a  mcA  proud,  pro- 
fane, ftubboin,wicked heart,  the  behotdtngthen  of  atltheOrdi* 
nances  t  tnd  aU  duties  of  worChip  in  their  true  native  purity, 
hoIinc(fe  and  glory,  cannot  but  ctuCemochfieare,  Pfal.6%.if^ 
O  G^thenart  terrible  emrfAlnh^iffUtes  ;GodwiUbetcnibl« 
out  of  his  holy  places  and  out  of  aU  hu  holy  Odinanets^ 

Fourthly,  inuch  feare  thsre  will  be  at  thar  day;  beauift  ofthe 
holincflb  ol  ths  Saints,  there  £haU  be  fo  much  holincfic  that  fkall 
appcarebrightinthevcry  faces  and  ooaveriatiQns  of  the  Sami» 
that  (hall  fbikegr^tfrafe*  HWjr  andreverem  ieth^namee;  yom 
knowitisfaidofGod,andfi>it  (hailbefaidofche  Saints  tntbac 
day ,  their  graces  (hall  be  much  raifed »  they  (hail  fpnrkle  ^  i:h 
abundance  of  the  graces  of  Gods  Spirit  in  them;  their  wilcdome 
and  hoUlwfle  (tiidl  make  their  faces  0iinc,  holy  andreverent  (hall 
ipc  th^  names.  FfaJ^Zf^j.  G^  is  great  Ij  te,  bif feared  in  ebei  4ff^ 
fimblj^huSjUnjtA^  th/Qffe  $ainta  of  his  who  vvalkedolevvith 
hiop^havetdagntiqg  power  ia  their  ^^lance.  I  appeale  to 
guilty  coi|fcienceSt^*pcift^c$i  topcofeflars  Yvbohuve  (ccirr 
haunts  of  wickednefl^  MHnetioie  when  youcome  but  intoths 
pretence  ofone  whois  a  truly  gracious  ^odly  man  or  vvoman» 
whom  your  coofcicnce  tela  you  vvalkadofe  with  God,,  dutk 
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oocetentheTetyiigliio^fiidiaonotcnrifit  yoo?  the  Toy  laftrc 
ofthtthoiineft yoafeeinibchanone  ftrikct  uprniyoixr  confd- 
encoi  then  yoo  thinke  inch  inoaevYilkcsciofeTTiA  Godin- 
deed;  bvtlhtTcbiiclyfbrfiikcn  thcLurd^  and  hive  had  fuch  i 
haunt  •fvTickedncfie^  I  have  biourht  drcadfiiUgoilt  upon  my 
ioHlcfinoelfaw  htm  laft.  EcdtfiaaicaUftorks  tell  us  cfSsfit, 
irvhentheofficcts cameto apprehend hin^  he  being  theneaeer- 
dfedinliolydoticcy  that  tkcrtfTYU  Ach  a  raajc%  and  lofttt 
came  from  his  countenance ,  ctet  the  officers  fell  dewne  back- 
ward (asth^did  who  came  to  apptehend  Chrift)  they  f  vera 
notable  tolay  hold  of  bim.  Sorely  when  the  Saints  (hall  bee 
ratftd  in  their  holinefTc^  when  eveiy  one  of  them  (hall  have  their 
hoiTtt filled  with  holiiicfie»  it  will  canfe  abundance  of  fcare  even 
in  aUtheheortsof  tbafe  that  conrcrfe  with  them. 

But  wickcdonce (kiaU  feare  too  as  wdl  u the  Saints.  Xo^ 
a  1. 25.  Mms  hearts fiMfml0  them  fmr  fe0tt^  it  (kali  be  tfoein 
tbrfe  dayes  as  it  waa  in  the  dcftiuftion  of  Jeitifalem. 

T1^S$msfkallfrMr€tkeL0rJsmlkmia^dmf[fi  the  words  in 
die  origimllare  tkiyJbMifimn  ^I>99m$umjto  the  Lord^nd  nd 
^marwfytohiagQod*  ItisalloiieinefleA^thatgoodthatGodflbidl 
maniftft  fliallcaBfethisftarctobeintheir  h«at5. 

You  wiU  fty,  what  g^tshnffe  f  what  (halt  that  .|[oodnefe  of 
God  be  that  fiiall  niovc  tfaehearta  of  thiapeople  with  (b  modi 
fi«e? 

Iwill  trtl  you  brkiy,Ineed  not  rpend  much  time  in  it»  fcrl 
have  ^ent  a  whale  Sennon  i^ot  it  when  I  %ake  of  (he  liA 
wordtetrf'fhe  fiift  Cfaqptct  ofthi8piophc(ie,^Mr  /»4f  |r#iA#is; 
efhvffli  I  (hallnowadde  to wkati hadthect.  ThiaHudlbe 
themodneiftefGodinthatday  that  they  fhallfeare. 

Jpirft»Theg0odneife  of  God  that  ever  heOioQld  regard  hdk 
a  wretched  people  as  vi^  are ,  and  pardon  allour  finnes  1  What 
Ifracl,  the  ten  Ttibet,  who  had  moft  wretchedly  forfiiken  God, 
whobad€rDdfied}e(ti6Chrift»  crucified  D^t^/^  their  King^  yet 
that  blood  they  have  flied  is  applyed  to  them  for  the  pardon  of 
theirfm;  Oh  tfaegoeidnefieotGodl  they  (hail  feare  this  good- 
nefle  in  being  mercifttll  to  fuch  a  hard-hearted  ,  fnch  afbbbome, 
iiich  a  ftiife-necked  people  t%  they  have  becne ,  tfaia  g«)Kloc(ie 
of  God  wilLbreaJLc  Ctlftr  hearts. 
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C)itp.3.  Secondly,  thtn  God  ftiall  mtkc  die  difference  betweene 
s.  him  that  fearcth  God,  and  him  that  feareth  him  not.  Then 
(hall  God  take  tway  all  the  reproach  of  1  is  Saintt*  Whit 
bitter  reproach  hath  there  beene  upon  the  Saints  fiiicc  the  begin^ 
wv«  T.*«  ning  of  the  world  i  efpccially  fince  the  times  of  the  GofptU  I 
uke  away  '  Rcptoach ,  fitft  b^caufe  thqr  arc  fl&cane  people  >  of  the  lower 
ibrc«  »  Reproach^  bccadfe  they  fuffcr  (o  much,  and  God  lets  his 
adYerfiiricsprevaileovercheoB.  3  Reproach,  becaufethey  waitc 
upon  God,  andr>od  feemesnotto  come,  the  adverfaries iay> 
where  is  your  God?  No  marvaUe  you  pray  and  faft,  what  is  be- 
come of  all?  Here  will  be  the  goodnefle  of  God  it  that  day  to 
wipe  offall  this  reproach.  They  fl^all  have  fo  much  mercy ,  & 
much  honour  from  God,that  it  (hall  appeare  before  all  the  world 
that  it  was  good  to  waite  upon  him ,  fo  much  as  (hall  counter* 
vaile  abundantly  all  their  fuftbrings,  they  (hall  blefle  God  that 
ever  it  was  put  imo  their  hearts  to  fuffer  for  him,  to  waite  upon 
him.  And becaufe God forefeeth this,  what  goodnefle  he  hath 
laid  Bp  for  his  people,  that  they  (hall  enjoy  ere  lon^,  ("and  wee 
know  a  thouund  yeares  with  him  are  as  one  day  j  that  is  the  ret- 
fonwhyhefufferethhispeopletobe  founder  for  the  pri.fcnt,  he 
knows  he  hath  that  goodnefle  for  them  hereafter ,  yea  iq  this 
world,  that  all  the  world  Ihall  fay  that  Godhath  d^alt  well  with 
them,  that  he  was  not  a  hard  Matter  tothem  to  make  them  waite 
(oIong>  and  to  let  them  (u6Fer  fo  much  as  they  doe.  I  will  give 
youfor  this  one  excellent  Scripture^  perhaps  you  have  not  con- 
ndered  of  the  emphafis  of  the  argument  that  is  in  it.  It  is  tift. 
Xl.ltf.  Thijdtfirid 4 better  C^nntrey ,thM m^dnhea^tmljf0h€r€'' 
fmre  G^iu  noi sfismed rp  h ctUUd their  G^i /frrhf  htdiffrefsred 
for  them  4  City.  The  poore  periccuted  Saints  wandered  up  and 
downe,they  were  content  to  leave  their  owne  Couotrey ,  their 
tSaXeM  here,  and  fought  another  Coarktrcy ,  an  heavenly,  but  they 
had  it  not,  their  enemies  prevailed  over  them,  as  if  God  hadfoi^ 
faken  them;  but  Gedienot  aJbamedtctefaffedtheirGod'^  what  is 
the  Mrpmcntf  fer  he  hdthfrepdrcdfer  them  s  Cttj;  markethp 
force  of  thc^aigument,/#r  h  h^hfre  fared  fir  them  ^  City :  This 
City  is  this  text  I  am  now  (peakii  ig  of;  fometime  it  is  deicribed 
as  a  TnhtrmieU,  The  TskgrmdcU  efG^iJhalceftted/eymefremHes^ 
ven;  fometime  a  City,  fometime  a  Conmrty  ^  fometime  9  Kmg" 
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Jtrnfj  fometime  an  Inherit sn€t :  Here  G^ibdtb  frefsMrtdfar  them 
a  City  ;  that  is,  there  is  a  glorious  time  for  Gods  people ,  whtn 
they  ftial  have  the  new  Jcrufidcm  come  do wnc  from  htavcn  un- 
to thcm»  Now  then,  faith  God^  though  my  people  be  in  a  fuife- 
ring  condition,  I  ain  not  aftiamed  to  be  called  their  God ,  I  am 
not  a(l\amcd  to  owne  this  people,  for  I  have  glory  enough  for 
theai ,  as  it  God  would  be  afhamed  that  he  fhould  ever  profeiTe 
fach  an  intercft  in  tlis  people ,  and  this  people  profeffc  fuch  an 
tntertft  in  him,  if  there  were  nothing  to  come  for  them ,  if  there 
wcrenotatiinetorecompercealltheirfiifFering;  As  ifaMafter 
ihouldowncafcrvant,  or  a  Prince  a  fubjcfti  if  this  fervent  or 
fiibj.(5lfuffcrextreamly,  and  hath  no  helpe »  but  ftill  whenhe 
expels  helpe,  there  cornea  none,  and  when  hethinketh/urcly 
now  it  willcomci  ftill  it  faylshiin;yct  if  you  know  that  at  fuch 
t  day  )ou  (hall  recoBipence  all  this,  you  ihall  advance  him  and 
bring  him  to  iiich  honour  that  he  will  blefle  God  that  ever  hee 
wasinyourfervicc;  you  will  not  beaftiamedtoowne  this  fer- 
vent :  But  if  this  fervent  (hall  fuffcrinyourcaufe,  and  you  have 
no  tiiae,  nor  no  ability  to  recompence  him,  but  be  muft  fuifer 
4ndiiifferforever>itwouldbca.fliametoyou  to  ownehim^  So 
God  is  pleafedtofpeakehere,  becaufe  I  have  prepared  for  them 
fuch  a  City*  though  they  be  in  prefent  perfccution,  I  am  not  a(ha- 
med  to  pwne  them  for  my  people ,  ar^d  I  doe  not  account  it  any 
^ifhonourtone,  for  there  is  a  time  comming  that  will  anfwcr 
all  objeAions  whatfoever«  This  is  the  goodneHe  of  God. 

Tiity JhAllfesrethis g00dnep.  Feareit^how? 

In  thefe  feverall  regards. 
•    Firft,-  they  ftiall  admire  at  his  geodncfle,  and  in'thtirad-   H<Mthc 
mirations  even  ftand  amazed  at  it,  the  feare  of  amazement.    6°^^^^ 
%Thtf.  I.  lo.  When  Chrift  fiaii  come,  he  jliatl  come  iehad-    ^^  be  fca^ 
mirei  ef  his  Saints -,  Lnks  5*  2<«  the  text  faith  thc^  wt^re  all    red, 
amsstxd^Mtd glorified  Gedf  and  were  pied  with  feare,  faying^  We 
have  feen  ftrangt  things  to  day.    When  this  goodncflc  of  God 
(hall  come,  all  the  Saints  Ihall  ftand  admiring  it  with  amaze- 
ment,and (ay  oneunto another,  wedid  hcrvtoture  heare  of  pro- 
pkecies  and  promifcs^and  we  thought  wicnthey  were  opened  to 
ss,our  hearts  did  burne  within  us,  oh  they  were  bU  (Ted  things  1 
but  now  here  is  goodniefle  wc  never  t tiou^^ht  ot,this  )s>  higher  and 
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more  glorious  then  crcr  we  imagined.  Thos  tbif  fisMfimrtiie 
Lord dnd  bis g9odm0ff(f.  Yon  have  fnch  a  place,  In'.^j.f^  It/bsi 
hifm04  ttsme  rfj^Jf  s  fnufi/uulM  konpHr  hifrra  a£  tie  NittUm 
rfthcMrtb,  and  fTbin  ftifle  fi^M  hean  pf  sU  the  w—i  $km  J  d^ 
nnt9  themj^bej  Jhdllfi^i  dmi  trtmhUfgr  sil  fkeg^oinffif,  dndfmr 
all  thffr^erkf  thm  I  frocme  M»t0  it. 

Secondly »  feare  this  goodndfc  ;  thtjr  flitU  apon.d^  fall 
dbwnc  and  worfliip  this  God  with  ftare  :  Ohhow(h«Uchcir 
faeartsidore  this  God,  becanfeof  thishisgoodnefle  1  As  weraKi 
ofiW^x,  £aW.J4.8.  God  hadtoldhim  that  he  W0mU  mskg  ^ 
kifMibieftfdfe  before  him;  naw  when  God  came  and  paflcd 
by  Dcfbre  him,  and  proclaimed  his  goodnefle»  Tie  Lerd^  the 
Lord  ^  '  —      •  

et^fet 


r^^L       -     .  -         - 

?Pien  M^fes  kedrd  tbie^  he  mdde  hajte,  md  bemed  hie  Jmrf 

Mml  werJUffed  bifere  the  Lerd.  There  is  cwthing  will  oniie 
a  gracious  heart  to  make  more  hafte  to  wcM^p  God  then 
the  beholding  the  gjory  ^nd  luftre  ot  Gods  grace  end  goodnefie ; 
then  the  heart  will  not  ftand  dallying  and  trifling  any  hxiger» 
but  will  make  hafte  to  werfhip  before  the  Lord.  Many  times 
God flkfWS  his  greatneCfe  unto  you,  and  that  cooviaoeth  your 
confciences  a  little,  and  you  think  yon  mud  leave  your  finfuU 
wayeSj  then  temptation  prevatles  over  von  again;  but  wheo 
God  comes  and  SMkes  known  his  goodneife,  then  the  heart 
ftands  oat  againft  the  Lordao  morc^but  it  gi  vc^  i^  it  £rlfv  to  the 
Lord  in  an  everlafting  coven^i nf  • 

Thirdly,  they  ihallfeare  his  goodnefie,  they  (hall  feare  to  of- 
fend this  goodnefleof  God.  It  (hall  be  a  mighty  engi^ement 
upon  their  hearts  to  walk  clofe  with  God  became  of  this  good- 
nefle.  This  is  a  fweet  difpofition  indeed.Then  it  is  a  fweet  £ipo- 
fition  when  the  heart  hath  been  likewiie  humUid  \9tkftt  God 
and  his  j^^ice,  and  now  fears  God  aud  bis  goodndfe« 
Mark  a  note  in  this  by  the  way -.Whereas  many  will  £iy,Ofc  the 
\\  goodne(feof  God  will  break  our  hearts,  if  Miiuftcrs  di4  prcadi 
oiiely  his  goodneflc ;  Mt  when  they  preach  the  La  w^  when  wc 
henre  of  terrour,  that  hardneth  our  hearts.  Take  heed  of  this,thcfe 
is  more  evUl  in  this  then  youarc  aware*  A  heart  that  is  truly  gra« 
____^ _^ cious 
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dous  will  fall downcbeforechcLMd  §ny  way,  tnd  it  is  not  a 
pod  figne  to  be  wrought  opon  onely  bythefoodnefle  ofGod^ 
It  nay  cootethrougk  modi  ftubbomnefi  of  heart  for  one  to  be 
of  fiich  adifpofition^  tobeondy  wrought  upon  by  kiodneiTcDld 
you  never  know  a  ftootfrrvant  or  a  (tout  child^  thatfo  long  as 
you  aredifpleafed  with  hian,  he  would  (land  out  againll  youCkili 
but  perhaps  it  you  would  yeeld  to  him  a  littleihe  would  ycdd  to 
you^  Isthisagooddifpcfitien?  is  not  this  ftoutnefleand  pride 
m  a  child,  or  in  a  fcrrant,  or  in  a  neighbour^  that  wiU  never  yeeM 
to  you  till  yon  yeeld  to  him  ?  This  is  /oft  for  all  the  world  the  diP 
pofkion  of  many  people,  iblbng  as  they  heare  of  Gods  greatnefTe, 
and  terrours  of  the  Laiw,and  Gods  /u(bce|they  ase  har(vied;what 
it  that  t  that  iSy  they  ftand  it  out  (k>ntly  againft  God«  nocwitk* 
ftanding  his  wrath  is  revealed  irom  heaven :  But  fay  they,  when 
Gods  goodneile  is  preached,  then  they  y  eeldi^  that  is  as  much  as  to 
iay  except  God  will  yeeld  to  them  tkeywfll  not  yeeld  to  God. 
But  when  lean  yeeld  both  wayes,  feare  btsgoodneficandhis 
fiAk:e,tfccn  it  is  a  (igne  of  a  gracious  difpo(ition  indeed.  - 

They  Jbsll  femri  his  f^idfufe^  {9M  they  fisallbeno  longer 
wanton  upon  the  goowefe  #f  God,   they  (hall  not  flight 
Gods  goMneflfe,  they  (hall  not  doe  cvill  beciafir  God  is  good, 
but  tkty  (kail  feare  his  goodnefie.    Wee  have  a  generation 
of  men  who  doe  extreamly  abufe  the  goodnefie  of  God  at  this 
da^^  even  Gods  goodneflfe  in  the  Gofpell,  in  thofe  blefled 
tUngs  revealed  to  us  in  Je  sus  Chui  st.    As  thus.  We 
finde  this  revealed  in  the  Gfofpeh  thatitisGod  that  maikw0rl^ 
the  will  amd  the  deed^  the  Covenant  of  g^race  it  foch,  u  tluit  God 
dock  not  ondy  reqiirtf  but  workall  (or  us ;  how  is  this  goodnefle 
mi-fintf  rpreted  and  abuftd  I  Therefore  fay  they  ,>vhat  need  we  do 
any  thing  i  Why  do  Miniftera  urge  people  to  duty es?  Your  prin- 
ciple is  gpod,the  truth  is  |ood»that  it  is  God  that  wc»ks  all  in  the 
Covenant  of  grace,bm  thisdedtufUon  is  very  abfurd  and  vile,aiKl 
an  abufe  of  G.ods  goodndIe,tfaat  tbertfore  you  muft  not  work  tOr 
getbcr  with  the  Lord  as  rat  ionall  aeatures.    Again ,  the  Gofpell 
reveales  to  us  the  righteemfneffe  ef  Ged  im  Chrifl,  that  we  maft 
not  ftand  before  God  in  our  own  r^teou(nefle,  but  it  muft  be  in 
theri^eonriiefleofChrift;this  principle  is  good;  oh  but  what 
abufe  of  this  goodnefle  is  there  I  fwe  dedudions,  and  abfiird  con- 
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fcquenccs  drayrn  from  it;  therefore  to  makeconfc  iencc  oi  d«tki> 
what  is  it  but  legall  ?  they  jare  but  duty-mongers ;  fuch  kinit 
of  bold  and  abfiird  expreflions  come  from  them.  Oh  wai> 
tonj  wanton  fpirita  who  doe  not  feare  God  and  his  good- 
nefTej  but  abofe  God  and  bis  goodnefle  1  Againe^  the  Scrip- 
ture tells  us  in  the  Go(pel  that  all  finnes  unto  bclccvers  are 
pardoned  in  Chrift,  all  hnncs  both  great  and  fmtU^  there  ism 
c0fulemnMn0mt0themifo4tdn  in  Cbrifi,  no  not  one  moment  of 
tn  houre  after  they  arc  once  /uftified;  this  is  Godsgoodneflei 
and  thottihouldeufeareit  J  here  i$  the  principle  right,  but  the 
dedttftions  and  confequencea  are  vile,  therefore  to  preach  that 
we  muft  behombled  for  finne,  this  is  legall  preaching,  neither 
wUl  theft  men  ever  confefle  their  (innet  becaufe  of  this  goodnes 
ofGod.  Thiais  tobe  wantonynottofeare  thcgoodncfleofGod. 
The  goodnefle  of  God  in  the  gofpell  teUethusthtt  thegtaceof 
God  is  ftron^,  that  the  Saints  (hall  perfevere,  that  thofe  that  are 
once  in  Chnft  (hall  never  fall  away ;  therefore  let  us  take  libcity 
to  our  fdvelj  what  need  we  be  carefiiU  ot  our  wayes,  fteing  rhe 
grace  o(  God  will  carry  us  through  ?  Oh  to  abufe  this  gocxfocflc 
ofGodthusis  wicked,  the  havens  may  Uiifh  to  behold  it,  and 
the  eatth  tremble  under  it.  Bat  we  have  not  fo  learned  Chrift, 
the  more  of  the  goodnes  of  God  in  Chrift  is  mtde  known  to  us, 
the  more  (hould  we  feart  him. 

ThegoodnefT^ofGodintheGofpelisforich  that  the  troth  is 
becaufe  the  hearts  of  men  are  fo  vile,  and  fo  retdy  to  abufe  it,  we 
are  almoft  afraid  to  preach  it.  Oh  is  this  the  fhut  of  the  preach* 
iog  of  the  Gofpell?  Never  wu  the  Gofpell  fo  deare  u  inEi^- 
land,  and  in  no  Age  fo  as  in  this  Age ,  and  is  this  the  fruit  of  aU, 
that  men  (hould  draw  fuchab&rd  confequences  from  this  good*- 
nefle  of  God,  that  men  ftiould  goe  away  harder  from  that  which 
is  tkefoftning  word  ?  When  we  come  to  preach  the  GoipeU,the 
goodnefle  of  it.we  come  I  fay  with  feare ;  with  >^at  fear?  trem- 
bling left  it  ihould  coft  the  damnation  et  fome  foule.  The  preach* 
in '  the  goodnefle  of  God  in  the  Gofpel  doth  certainly  caoie ,  ex 
acciJenie,  the  damnation  of  many  t  (bole.  Therefore  in  the  meaae- 
time  you  who  are  Gods  Saints,  know  how  dearly  God  tcndeteih 
you,  God  will  have  the  goodncflecrf^theGofpell  preached  to  yoo 
rhoi^h  it  cofl:  the  damnation  of  many  a  f6iile;you  had  need  pnze 
*  it 
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it  therefc>te^tiidxiMket  good  life  flfit.  Let  this  iicdittcnMi  ohA  Ieft.2. 
jrwcoiioprDvetatheittcriMftwint  y^ufaetreof  aUtlicgood- 
nefleof  Che  Lord.  That  wKkkl  bevels  cofUyto.iiNBe*  it  c^ 
tbepenaiingofotnyafcultlHitlituyJMiveit,  though  G«d fees 
tfatt  intny  ^ikc  will  be  htnbed  by  it*  wellftkli  GmI^  let  thepi 
bebnrdned^tkcfeiityfenrftmtflMilnotwaiititf  thdugfaekeyfe* 
riftforeter.  WbenantnfaitlitciuDgtnhiflioB&^mlM^lieara 
tiuitit  coft  dearet  even  tlie  lives  of  sitnymen*  Ik  faith  ociier 
chougbts  of  ft  then  before.  D^rid  had  t  reverent  te^eft  to  the 
vviterofdiewellorj?ffMnii,  becsufeitcoftdic  hazard  of  the 
mem  lives^  learn  then  to  fearc  God  and  his  goodnelle. 

Fourthly)  Fearing  God  and  Jds  gfaodnefleia  this,  tnailtt- 
jWingi«|a&dpiiyfiogGodikhiseoodMffi;)  tbeitibalibea 
mixture  or  feare.   They  ftiall  be  weU  akilkd  in  tMs  mjOery 
ofGodlineife  when  they  en/oy  foinuchoftxdsgoodoeSjiaiidane 
called  upon  to  fin^  and  re  Joyce,  they  (hallfing  withaofiix-^ 
tuteof  feare •   Their  hearts  mil  ba  vety  feiioas  mi  l^intuall 
in  all  their  joy  .It  is  very  hard  for  us  to  rtjoycein  Godsgoodnes, 
and  not  to  have  our  hearts  grow  flight  and  vain*  it  is  a  hnrd  thing 
to  keep  a  day  of  thank%iiring  witha  foiousfpirit)  |oy  conaMxi* 
lycaumh  vanity  iutbc  hearts  of  men.   Bmnovrthegoodnefie 
of  God  ftxallbt  foftrong  in  their  hearts,  that  though  they  (hall 
feek  Godsgoodnefe  tc  rejoyce  abundantly  in  it,y  ct  with  a  mix- 
toraof abundance  of  (tare^  thehrheansOiallbekeptvenffenouS) 
holy,andfpiritiiaUinthefcrviceofGod.    I  will  give  i^  a  text 
ortwofbrthis.   Er&$Li^.  xi.  when jI^^^/ was blelfix^ God 
for  that  goodnes  in  Slivering  the  people  out  of  Egypt  (which 
was  a  typicall  (m^  as  appeaneth  in  the  Revelation,  tiiat  bondage 
typifying  Antichnftian  bondage j  raiiice  the  exprrifion,  if^o  m 
HksHW$9theeO  I^rdMm0ngth€i$is;p^i8Uksmnnth9tygkri9m 
iHhpljntJffJ^^eft^fnfr^jfii  f  God  is  to  be  prayfed,  bttt4b|nrsy- 
fed  as  his  name  oiuft  be  fearfull  in  pray fes.    Confider  thk  in  all 
your  joy  fbll celebrating  the  mcmoraill  of  GoisgoodQefte,  vou 
aiuftrorejoyceandblefle<Sod,asyottftiuft  hold  feith  this  before 
all  you  converfe  with,  that  thenaaseof  GodlsfeatfuilintheTe 
prayies  you  tender  to  him  .*  this  a  (fehthcart  cannot  do.  So  Pfdl. 
fiZ.i.Tyriihn0mai/0fiMMJh/m4fr4trw,  MndfinilUtigha^him; 
Markr what  a  mixture  here  is,the  righteous  fluU  (tf^  ^tnd  feitrty 
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i»d  IsmghMf:  fliall  rej  ojce^but  with  trembling.P/4/.  2 . 1 1 . 

God  inudi  delights  to  hvft  the  glory  of  his  gaodnciie  thus. 
Ne  have  much  goodiidfe  of  God  at  this  day,  tnd  God  callcth  Os 
ofetrehiiri  aiki  his  goodncfle ;  if  we  give  him  n^t  his  glory  in 
hiS|  God  may  fooncall  us  to  teare  him  andhitgreatneflfezto 
etrehimandhis  jaftice,to  feare  him  and  his  wrath.  This  is 
he  argument  now,  there  is  fergiveneffe  mth.thee^  thdt  $he» 
HMjeftkeifemrei.  But  h»w  fpon  may  Godjoftlytumethisar- 
^ument,thefeis  wrath  with  thee,  vengeance  withthee^  there  is 
wordyfireybloodyftorme^an  horrible  tempefl:  with  thee^therefore 
hou  ihalt  be  feared  ?  Our  conicienccs  are  ready  to  milgivc  us 
when  vve  have  any  evil  tidings^  tor  we  have  much  guilt  upon  our 
pirits,  we  have  had  oiiich  goodncs  indeed  from  God^(  who  ever 
hoi^ht  to  have  lived  to  fee  that  goodnefle  yon  have  feen  ?  )  but 
Mcaule  you  have  not  feared  God  and  his  goodneffe^  here  it  the 
eafonof  thofemifgivingthougfats^  when  you  heare  of  any  ilL 
iewes,ofc  now  Gpd  is  comraingagainft  us  with  his  wrath  that  he 
nay  be  feared.' 

Something  might  be  faid  to  open  alittle  the  difference  be- 
ween  fearing  God  ud  his  gbodnc0e)  and  fearing  God  and 
lis  wrath  and  juftice  in  a  l^aU  way.  Onely  thus  in  a 
vord. 

The  fearing  God  and  his  go^dnes  isfiich  a  feare  asinlargeth 
ht  heart.  Other  feare  contrafts  the  heart.  We  have  an  excd- 
ent  text;  for  this  7/4. 60. 1  •  compared  with  frr.  5^  ^^^fif  fbine^ 
vr  thj  light  is  cemey  the  glory  ef  the  Z^d  is  rifen  upon  thee, 
md  fo  he  goeth  on  defcribing  Godsgoodiielle ,  that  rcferreth 
:b  thefe  times  that  we  ate  fpeaking  of  ;  ttieo  (  vcrfe  j.^ 
Them  Jbdlt  fee  snd'flewe  tegetker^  and  thj  heart  psM  feare  up-^ 
m  that  and  te  inlarged.  When  the  heart  io  fearcth  as  it  is 
nlatgc4  unto  God,  this  is  the  tearing  God  and  his  gQodnef 
irighx. 

Again  ^  It  is  (uch  a  feare  as^  yet  the  heart  clings  to  God 
or  ever  ;  It  drives  not  from  God^  but  it  makes  .the  heart 
:leave  dofer  'to  him,  that  is  the  phrafe  in  the  text  in  the 
iebrew,  they  fhaU  feare  te.Gitdandte  his  geedhrfe^  JmB 
\tttmy  fe^rein  their  hearts  $ha$  they  JhaU  not  depart  from^me, 
fhiskecpes  thcheartto  God. 
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V  Further  9  This  fearing  God  and  his  goodnefle  workes  the  Lcft/3. 
heart  to  i  high  degree  of  fandification.  i  C^r.  7*  i.  :Sfeimr 
wc  hdve  fmch  frechm  fr^mifts^  lit  m  ftrfiEt  hpljncs  in  tSf 
fearf  rf  Gid ;  And  Heb.  ii.  28.  ^kcrrfin  we  rioiving  a 
KingJUmt  ihdi  C4nn0f  h  m9Vi^^  lit  m  hdvt  grsci  whireby 
mi   msj  firvi    Gtd  aaiftM^lj    with  rtVirnHt  and  gidlj 

LafUj,  It  is  t  feare  that  is  joyned  with^orCj  iwherc- 
as  the  other  fetre  makes  the  heart  to  have  hard  thoughts 
of  God;  take  heed  for  ever  of  that  feare  of  God  that  mues 
you  to  have  hard  thoughts  of  him.  In  times  of  danger 
many  begin  to  feare »  uen  preiently  they  wi(K  they  h^d 
fierer  ingaged  themfelves  fo  much  in  thefe  waycs  that  have 
iiich  ill  luccefle^  they  now  cry  out  of  others^  you  would 
necfds  do  thus>  you  fee  what  is  become  of  it.  But  feare 
of  God  and  his  goodnefle  is  joyned  with  blefliog  God  that 
tveryotticnew  his  wayesand  wereingaged  in  them. 

ThiS'flball  be  in  the  latter  dayes. 

God  is  content  to  ftay  for  his^slory  untill  the  litter  dayes^ 
that  which  is  indeed  his  cheife  giory ;  for  though  in  thefe 
former  dayes  God  hath  had  glory  ,  vet  he  hath  had  but 
very  little »  God  is  content  to  ftay  for  that  which  is  hit 
cheif^  glory  ratiU  the  latter  dayes.  Let  this  be  tn  trgo- 
ment  for  our  patience^  though  we  havefufiferingsnow^let  us 
wayteas  God  wayteth* 

But  the  Utter  ddjei ,  wheA  are  thefe  i  The  times  of 
the  Gofpell  are  generally  eaUed  the  Imtr  dnjes  •  but  this 
^hoi^h  it  referreth  indeed  to  the  whole  time  of  the  Gofpell, 
yet  efpecitlly  unto  th^  latter  times  of  thofe  latter  dayes.  If 
you  would  know  what  thefe  latttr  daja  are,  though  I  will 
not  take  upon  me  to  give  you  the  day  ,  or  weeke>  or 
moneth,  or  yeer,  yet  I  will  (hew  yoo  that  it  is  like  thefe 
/4/r^  iLf/r/ areat  hand.  ^ 

For  giving  light  «nto  this ,  that  is  t  good  helpe  to  us  that 
wee  have  in  D^nir/ concerning  the  foorcKingdomes,  there  we 
have  a  propheticall  Chronologie  from  the  Captivitv  of  the  J  e ws 
<into  the  time  when  the  counfeU  of  God  (hall  be  fulfilled.  You 
have  there  a  defcription  of  fourefeveraU  Monarchiei^  the  Batj-^ 
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ImAM^  Affjri4m,Grt€im,tndR0mM;  N#wkitke  lift  oftHeft 
Jl>amel Gtitkihdf.  1. 44.  th G^  sfiMfwrnJUMl  fn  mf  sKimg- 
Ji^mt'whkkfidU  wewr  Ar  J^firwudy  km  i$  JksU  krmBki  i»  fUas 
^micvnfttmi  ai/ihe  other  Kiftgitms ,  -  dtkl  U  finUlfUmif$r  t^mr^ 
Ittthxsitttct  (i»Hnelythei(#M«»)iii(tkt^K»]gd«neof  Ck% 
brgun  eoffppesretlraidjr,  butGodtr)lethD4if/#i^  chsif.t2.\i* 
Th0ufijMl$fimiintbj  h$  at  tbanioftbi  ddjis.  Now  obfierve, 
the  cMefe  Plfo{)fcd»es  wm  ktvc  about  the  time  cf  thefe  kttcr 
rftyes  wher>  fhey  fluAl  b<  isfet  out  in  rim  ciprcffion  tk  time  Mi 
timtf  dnA  kdft  d  tim^,  1 260.  dajcs,  or4X  mcaths,  tU  cooies  to 
thefitme  three  yetresanetthtlfe^  redsociiag  erery  <kqr  inthofe 
ynrcBfdtMyxmtt^  cain^rethciir  propbeficSj  D'sm.'j.x^^  And 
tb€ffidHktgipminHkishm$d,  mn$iU  dtimtimi  thmtMdSvi' 
ding 0f  time.  RcvehiD.  The  keif  CitjfiMllAey  trend  eemder 
feetfertf  nndtw^wfenth*:  vcrfe^J.  The  vdeneffenfikall  frefhefie 
ritfo.  itjets ;  New  I  i6o.  iejtt  ife  tlie  dajres  of  tkxee  jrcaicf 
tndthalfe,fbtiieAi]resef4s.mMtli».  TIcd  tkewoflttniothr 
wUd^nieiTe^  Revel.12.6.  fie/Mthefodtbere  1 260^  ddyet,  ftiil 
the  lime  ntimber;themiip#/##]^^  the 

helj  0>7thtt  Aiall  be  tredden  mnderfeete  J^t.  tmemtki;  thdjtftc 
wemmfwrhewitdtrnejp SbaRbt thctt  iitfo. iy/>  AadigUM^ 
2>4ir.  1 3,t  I  •  Jr^iw  r^ timeefthe  dteemnmim  tidt  mtk/tk  de^ 
feldtetherefidU  he  1 190.  ddfes^  th^e  Wit  m f em dwyamoit,  IMK 
mny,  botabdisetftiftimevMi  fetilie  Scrifcure  fRr^hefofek  of 
fomc  grcit  thing  to  be  done^at  the  etid  of  iftiktiiM  aie  tfaefe'tffMr 
ddjfs.  ,   '.  • : 

But  til  iht  difBcnlty*  is  to  know  the  begiooins  wicn  the  three 
jedrtsdmddhdife^  or4X  memhe, or  t  »tfo.  i^vcbcsuD,  then  Wt 
mayknowwfaffltKefc/4em>ii9r^i(hd)be.  Jft^^tai^v  oMkes 
tfaebegjnfTif^orrhe  i^^^^.  cTfjresfroai  leMdftitiwc,  wbenhtt 
voMdb^eKSttiptfeeabomiMtion,  that  is^  ftt  np  die  Jicwiftt 
worflTipagainci*  bfreetKf)  togAe  Teii»ple^  that  i$[,  ftyes.  hcv  ^ 
dypmindtion  ef  d^foUtion y  reckoning  i^%^iie^t9\  feisiapcu 
yeares>h&tiinc.b7  ceflipiVKtion  wiildoviceHt  about  thcycare 
I  i$$9.  the  otfter  weimife  in  thtRevUdtiett  (mixlM  in  Darnel 
likcwt^cdFrsito.tic  fafnie)  notes  (he  time  that  tfe  Ckud^ 
fh^benrrdiathep^Ciitionof  AmichrMli  for  adio«randcw»^ 
Tmndtcd  and fiatyyearca»fo long  the  Bcaft  flMdtpttwaleittid  the 
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rjf^ri  (htU  (blong  prophcfic  inftdkciothjaodtfic  i 
be  in  the  wiidrmefle  for  fo  bnp  a  time. 

Bat  when  did  Antjchrift  bcgsi  to  rci^  ? 

Fer  that  tike  tbis  rule.  It  onift  be  at  tbit  time  when  the  Ro- 
man Emperoor  wat  broken ,  and  when  the  Dragon  giveth  up 
hia  power  to  the  Beaft;  when  the  power  otthe  Dngoti that  pcr- 
fiicutcd  the  Cfariftiaos  under  the  Koman  Empire  ia  given  to  An<^ 
tichrifty  fo  that  now  they  come  to  bepcrfecuted  un(lerhim ;  here 
is  the  beginnii^  ef  the  i  atf  a  di^s. 

That  the  Romane  Empire  muft  begiren  upfirft^  appeareth. 

hi  wbc  now  letteth^  wiU  let,  untill  he  be  txk^  nft  eftht  ir^^hat  is, 
aa  generally  Exporters  carry  it,  the  power  of  the  Romane  Ein« 
pirc^  when  that  ia  taken  oat  of  the  w^ ,  then  flauall  thtt  wicked 
one  be  revealed;  therewere  many  Anti^hrifts  before,  burthen 
that  widbedone  that  fliall  exalt  km/iifr  sh^$  M  ths$  U  cdUei 
Ci^^all have powertoperiecate the  Church.  Hence  iriaeb* 
ierraUe,  thatthe  cuftome  of  the  Chvch  was  to  pravfor  thecon- 
tinabDgcrfthc  RoBiane  Empire  upon  this  gromxl,  becaujfe  they 
koewwhenthat  was  broken  Antkhrift  would  come.  Nowth« 
breaking  of  the  Roman  Empire  was  at  theraiiing  npofthofe 
ten  fevcrall  forts  of  governments  called  in  the  Revelations  tin 
Kings y  andtheraifingup  of  thofe  Kings  wafe  400.  yearcs  and 
fomething  more  after  Chrift^as  Cfaronologers  tell  us,  bctweene 
the^oo.  and  5  00.  yearcs.  It  is  hard  to  reckon  to  a  yeare,  there  is 
fo  much  difference  in  Chroaolegcrs  computations  ;  after  that 
time  there  muft  be  1 2^0.  day es ,  that  is  1 160.  yeares.  Make 
this  computatfon,  and  compare  all  thefe  Scripture  one  with  ano«* 
ther,  it  cannot  be  long>  but  in  this  century  that  is  now  cur- 
rant, thefe  Utter  dajes  are  here  meant ,  when  the  people  of  God 
and  the  Jews  i)fi^\\rettirtiifilthovAhyimd  IXavid^thedr  King, 
Mdfeari  the  Lord  and  hugoedneffe.  The  nearer  the  tffne  comes 
themorewillthcfc  things  be  cleared,  Dan.ii.g.  Gee  thy  wmj 
Dmietfor  thewerds  are  chfed  upandjealed  till  the  time  ef  the 
end,  none  of  the  wickecfthallundemand ,  but  the  wife  (haUun- 
derftand. 

Take  but  one  note  apd  we  have  done^  why  the  Saipturc  fets 
this  out  rather  by  fon.any  i^jrr/,  then  bylo  tmny yeares  f  Th^ 
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[fe  G^d  would  have  his  people  think  that  tiinc  on* 
iTe  (hould  be  rertaled  but  a  (hort  timc^  if  he  had 
i  be  ia6o.  yetrcsundtrAntichriOsperfecution, 
Icr ;  No,  faith  he,  it  (hall  be  but  Ifo  many  dtyes, 
)d  blood  may  thinke  this  time  long)  yet  looke  up- 
t  is  but  a  (bort  tim^lto  mc^  it  will  be  but  a  Hiort 
ithin  I  i6o.  dayesyouHisiil  be  delivered  from  his 
hen  you  ftull  hare  this  voyce  from  heaven ,  Th 
hetMrth  ^e  tecametbe  Kingdamis  oftht  Lard  and 
tdheJhallrei^neforewtr^'rAd  thcnfhall  ye  toge- 
tviifetkfthe  LfrddndDavidjwr  King^Mndfan-r 


en  Gods  ec 


igh  Godsgoodnefle  we  have  gone  thorough  thefe 
•  TertuUidn  haththisexpremonotthefmneflieof 
;  Ad^rg  flcfAtuditiem  Serif turnrmm^  I  tdore  the 
iaipturcs ;  By  fearching  thusintothe  Scriptutts; 
:o  jfee  catfh  treafiites  in  them,  and  if>  adore  the  fU* 
low  doe  weoetdeovertextSi  as  if  there  wcreno- 
but  certainly  God  hath  irevealed  much  more  of  his 
ture  then  we  are  twareof  ^  let  us  tU  be  in  brt 
;>(  the  Scriptures* 
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